
ST RICHARD'S CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT 

 
 
Meet the Department 
Mrs Mead - Subject Leader 
Mrs Bligh - Vice Principal 
Ms Vanvuchelen - Key Stage Coordinator for RE and 
responsible for Schemes of Work; PSHEE Lead 
Miss Henry -  Key Stage Coordinator for RE, More Able 
Co-ordinator, Professional Tutor 
Mrs Warnett - RE teacher 
Miss Walford - RE teacher 
Mr Nuckhir - RE Teaching Assistant 
Miss Jo Doyle - Lay Chaplain 
 
Our RE department at St Richard’s is a dedicated, inspiring, and innovative team. We 
thrive on a conscientious and collaborative work ethic. As such, we are aspirational and 
ambitious in ensuring our planning, resources, and assessments are continuously reviewed 
and refined to enable success for all pupils in our care.  Our department’s vision for 
learning is that all pupils can achieve and actively contribute to, and are able to articulate, 
their learning and progress.   
 
As committed practitioners in the cause of 
Catholic education, we see RE as the core subject 
of the school curriculum.  We take pride 
cultivating an authentic faith formation in each 
child, as well as enabling their academic progress 
in the subject. 
 
In as much as RE is integral to Catholic education, 
it is also an invaluable subject for life. To this end, 
it is a compulsory subject for all pupils to study. In 
Year 11, all pupils are entered for the GCSE exam.  
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How is RE taught in St Richard’s Catholic College  
 

Key Stage 3: 
Pupils are taught a curriculum based on the 
Religious Education Curriculum Directory 
promoted by the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales. Our 
lessons are the product of much thought, 
and creative planning to deliver the 
content of the Curriculum Directory in 
engaging and challenging ways.   
 

Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups in 
Years 7-9.  In Years 7 and 9, pupils currently 
have two 50 minute lessons a week and 
Year 8 have three 50 minute lessons a 
week.  
 

In Year 7, pupils study six units, one per 
term. These include: New Beginnings, The 
Reason for the Season, Call to Change, Jesus 
Our Saviour, Faith into Action, and Sikhism. 
 

Similarly, in Year 8, pupils study the 
following six units: Judaism, Church History, 
Philosophy, God is Calling You, God’s 
Revelation, and Hinduism. 
 

In Year 9, pupils study a further six units 
namely: The Identity of Jesus, Discipleship, 
Social Justice, Medical Ethics, Islam and 
Confirmation.  
 

Key Stage 4: 
In Years 10 and 11, there are eight mixed 
ability groups.  Pupils have three 50 minute 
lessons a week.  
 

GCSE Religious Studies (Edexcel 
Specification A) 
 

The GCSE course is split into three sections: 
 

Section 1 – Study of Catholic Christianity 
This part of the course focuses on four key 
themes surrounding Catholic Christianity.  
These are “Catholic Beliefs”, “Catholic 
Practices”, “Sources of Authority” and 
“Forms of Expression and Ways of Life.”  
This part of the course is worth 50% of the 
final grade; the component paper being an 
exam of one hour, forty-five minutes. 

 

Section 2 – Study of Islam 
This part of the course focuses on two areas 
within Islam.  These are: “Islamic Beliefs” 
and “Islamic Practices”.  This part of the 
course is worth 25% of the final grade, with 
an exam of fifty minutes. 

 

Section 3 – Study of Philosophy and Ethics 
This part of the course focuses on the 
study of ethical and philosophical issues. 
Pupils study the “Arguments of the 
Existence of God” and “Religious Teachings 
on Relationships in the 21st century.” 

 
Examination Results 
 

GCSE 
These percentages are based on all pupils (approx. 200 per cohort) being entered for the 
full GCSE, irrespective of their ability or circumstances.   
 

2020-2021 
TAG 

2019-2020 
CAG 

2018-2019 2017-2018 2016-2017 2015-2016 2014-2015 2013-2014 

9-4 - 91% 
9-5 - 77% 
9-7 - 41% 

9-4 – 93%  
9-5 – 78%  
9-7 – 41% 

9-4 – 88%  
9-5 – 74% 

9-4 – 90%    
9-5 – 82% 

A*-C – 91% A*-C – 93% A*-C – 88% A*-C – 91% 
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AS Level 
 

2017-2018 2016-2017 2015-2016 2014-2015 2013-2014 

A-C – 78%  A-C – 100% A-C – 96% A-C – 96% A-C – 96% 

 
Chaplaincy 

We have a full time Lay Chaplain, Jo Doyle, who leads the 
spiritual and liturgical 
life of the school. The 
day begins and ends 
with a prayer and Jo 
produces prayer 
resources each week 
that can be used by 
teachers and pupils. 
Mass is celebrated at 
different times 
throughout the school year and there are special Advent and 
Easter Services that all pupils attend.  Mass is celebrated 

every Friday morning at 8.10am in the Chapel. 
 
Extra-Curricular/Enrichment Activities 
 
There is a weekly Philosophy club that is open to all pupils. 
Those who have been identified as More Able in RE are 
encouraged to come and often lead these discussions.  
The department also runs a series of World Religions trips. 
We visit a synagogue, mosque, and gurdwara. We also 
have many visitors to RE lessons.   
 
We aim to make our lessons as interactive and experiential 
as possible.  Examples include, a class Passover meal, lectio 
divina, puja and turning our classrooms into a gurdwara 
and mosque. 
 
Pupil Voice 
 
"The school is good with teaching R.E. Not only do they teach us all about the Bible and the 

many stories of Jesus but they teach in a way that we all understand."  
Year 7 pupil 

 

"I think that the school is loving and has a friendly community.  Teachers teach you in the best 
way possible with lessons filled with fun activities. Although I am only in Year 7 I really think 

that this school is brilliant and is so friendly. If ever a pupil needs help with anything, even if it's 
to do with something outside of school we always feel we are listened to."  

Year 7 pupil 
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“I think RE is an exceptional subject.  We learn about very interesting Religious topics and never 
get bored.  The reason I like RE so much is that everyone can question and express themselves 

about what they think about the topic or questions we discuss in class”  
Year 8 pupil 

 

"As an Anglican we always get included in things and it doesn't matter that we are not 
Catholic."  

Year 9 pupil 
 

“I think RE is very engaging because we learn through a variety of methods such as videos, 
reading and discussion.  My favourite part is discussion/debating”.  

Year 10 Pupil  
 

"The teachers at St. Richard’s brings RE to life and it provides a great opportunity to discuss, 
not only faith, but other issues affecting society."   

Year 11 pupil 
 
Headlines on the Subject from the RE Section of the most recent Diocesan Inspection 
(November 2018) 
 

● Pupils understand and live out the mission of the school, Comitas, Scientia, Caritas 
(community, knowledge, charity). Pupils know they have a responsibility to serve others and to 
respect each person as unique and a child of God.  

● Outcomes in Religious Education are outstanding and significantly above the school average in 
other subjects.  

● By the end of their time at the school, pupils have developed excellent subject knowledge of 
their faith and of other faiths. 

● The school judges the overall quality of teaching in Religious Education as being outstanding 
and inspectors agreed that lesson observations, together with attainment and progress data in 
Religious Education, justify this view.  


