
 

History and Geography Departments 
Information Booklet 

 

 
 

ST RICHARD'S CATHOLIC COLLEGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A Brief Introduction to the Geography Department 
 

The current Geography Department at St Richard’s consists of specialists who teach 
Geography at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.   
 
Department Staff 
 

 Mrs P Hoyle Assistant Principal, Subject Leader for Geography  

 Mrs J Massey Geography teacher  

 Mrs C Akrasi Geography teacher 

 Mrs N Campbell Teaching Assistant for History and Geography 
 
The Curriculum 
 
Key Stage 3 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups in Years 7-9.  In Year 7 there is also a nurture 
group for pupils with additional needs to help ease their transition into school life.  The 
curriculum follows the National Curriculum for Geography and pupils are taught for half 
the year before moving to their History specialist teacher for the rest of the academic year.  
The Geography curriculum is taught in the following way: 
 

Year 7: 3 x 50 minutes each week     for half the 
Year 8: 3 x 50 minutes each week     academic year 
Year 9: 2 x 50 minutes each week 
 
In term 4 of Year 9, pupils begin their chosen Humanities GCSE subject (Geography or 
History). 
 
Course Outline 
 

 
YEAR 7 
 

 
YEAR 8 

 
YEAR 9 

Our Local Region Understanding our 
Coastline 

Asia 

Kenya Brazil Glaciation 

Rivers World Inequality Tectonic Hazards 

 
Additional Stand-Alone Lessons 
The department also ensures current issues and events are marked through additional 
stand- alone lessons.   These include: 
One World Day 
Geography Awareness Week 
 
Key Stage 4 
In Years 10 and 11, pupils continue to be taught in mixed ability classes and pupils with 
additional needs are supported by our TA and the class teacher.  All pupils choose to 
study either Geography or History at GCSE level.    
 
Years 10 and 11:  3 x 50 minutes each week 
 
 



 

Geography: AQA Specification 
 

Course content 
 

Unit 1: Living with the Physical Environment 
The challenge of natural hazards 
Physical landscapes in the UK 
The living world 
Geographical skills 
Externally examined in June Year 11 
Worth 35% of the GCSE - Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Unit 2: Challenges in the Human Environment 
Urban issues and challenges 
The changing economic world 
The challenge of resource management 
Geographical skills 
Externally examined in June Year 11 
Worth 35% of the GCSE - Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Unit 3: Geographical applications 
Understanding issues from pre-released materials 
Fieldwork 
Geographical skills 
30% of the total marks - Duration: 1 hour 
 
Assessment Framework for GCSE 
 

Pupils are assessed regularly within each topic area using a mixture of class and 
homework exercises. Formal assessments are sat for each unit and pupils are expected 
to achieve within one grade of their target.  Intervention is put into place as necessary to 
ensure that progress is made in all areas.  This is run after school and at lunch-time on a 
weekly basis and parents are kept fully informed. 
 
BTEC Technical Award in Travel and Tourism 
 

The department also offer this Award which has run for the last 2 years. 
 
Organisation of Pupils’ Classwork and Homework  
 

All pupils are provided with an exercise book which is covered with a protective plastic 
cover.  All classwork is expected to be completed in the exercise book and should be 
brought to every lesson.  Homework is set on a weekly basis and aims to build on 
classroom learning through a variety of additional tasks.  Increasingly, both class and 
homework tasks can be found on the school’s website and Edulink to support those who 
have missed lessons or are falling behind.  All lessons are planned by the department and 
constantly reviewed and improved, in line with National Curriculum and exam board 
changes.  We aim to ensure that we cater for all learning styles and abilities through our 
differentiated and creative lesson planning. 
 
Resources 
All courses are backed by a variety of video, GIS, textbook and fieldwork resources.  We 
regularly use laptops for independent learning. We regularly review resources and 
improve the quality as required.  The department uses a central set of lesson materials 
and resources which support consistency in teaching and learning.  At GCSE, pupils are 



 

given the opportunity to purchase key revision guides and text books and exam paper 
booklets are widely available at all times. 
 
Field Trips 
The Geography department firmly believes that the best form of education is through 
personal experience.  Therefore we offer a variety of residential fieldwork in Key Stage 3 
and 4 as well as opportunities to leave the classroom both physically and virtually.    
 
 

Local Fieldwork 
In order to aid pupils understanding of geography, wherever possible we undergo local 
fieldwork.  Both Key Stages take part in fieldwork that will lead into class based 
activities.   In Key Stage 3, pupils visit Galley Hill beach, Bexhill CBD, as well as using the 
school environment as part of our in-class investigations and 
providing the opportunity to develop their independent working skills.   
 
In Key Stage 4, pupils visit Eastbourne as we examine the techniques 
that can be used in fieldwork data collection for the exam.  This leads 
into a detailed case study that shows the impact of management on 
a local beach as well as the urban environment.    
 
Isle of Wight 
This long weekend residential provides pupils with the opportunity to 
experience a variety of coastal features and management as well as 
urban case studies that are featured in the GCSE syllabus.  Pupils get 
to witness first-hand the coastal systems’ management. They visit The Needles, 
Freshwater Bay and Ventnor and look at two contrasting urban areas.   
 
GCSE Results 
Results for the Geography Department can be seen below.   
2014/2015 Geography  65% A*-C 
 

2015/2016 Geography  77% A*-C 
 

2016/2017 Geography  88% A*-C  
 

2017/2018 Geography  82.5% 4-9 67% 5-9 
 

2018/2019 Geography 82.4% 4-9 66.6% 5-9 
 

2019/2020 Geography   95% 4-9 77.5% 5-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Welcome to the History Department 

Our Mission 

The History department at St Richard’s is exciting, busy and energetic, run by historians who 
are passionate about their subject.  It is our aim to enthuse our pupils with their own love of 
history in the hope that it will become a lifelong interest for them.  We believe the study of 
History is vital in developing the minds of our young people, equipping them with vital life long 
skills.  All pupils should have a fundamental knowledge and understanding of the past, both 
within the United Kingdom and the wider world, understanding how the world today has been 
shaped by events of the past.  The study of History helps pupils to develop key skills for life 
such as thinking, evaluating, analysing, empathising and communicating, and it is our aim to 
ensure that our lessons and resources provide our pupils with the opportunity to develop in all 
of these areas.   

Our Team 

Mrs R Campbell:  Subject Leader for History, BA(Hon) History, PGCE, MA (Ed) 

Mr R Doherty:  History Specialist, Pastoral Leader for Year 11 and Assistant Principal, 
BA(Hon) History, PGCE, NPQSL, SLE 

Mrs L Avery:  History Specialist, Classics and Latin Coordinator, BA(Hon) History, PGCE 

Mrs S Fegan:  History Specialist, More-Able Coordinator for History, BA(Hon) History, PGCE, 
MA (Ed) 

Mrs N Campbell:  Teaching Assistant for History/Geography, STALIS Level 3  

Our team has a wealth of educational experience and subject specific knowledge, with each 
of us specialising in particular areas of the Key Stage 3 and GCSE curriculum.  We work 
collaboratively on planning and resourcing lessons for both Key Stages and make use of 
department meetings and inset days to review, revise and improve our lessons and 
resources.  We are based in three teaching rooms including one with access to 30 chrome 
books and all have an Interactive whiteboard.  All members of the department take part in 
extra-curricular activities and trips for History including a residential trip to Berlin and day 
trips to Ypres, London and Pevensey.  We believe that learning history outside of the 
classroom is one of the best ways to ignite a love of our subject in our young people.  

Teaching and Learning 

Key Stage 3 

Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups in Years 7-9.  In Year 7, there are also two nurture 
groups for pupils with additional needs to help ease their transition into school life.  The 
curriculum follows the National Curriculum for History and is taught chronologically across 
the three years.  Classical Civilisations is also taught to all year groups via one unit of work 
which also links to the History curriculum.   
 
Year 7 receive 3 x 50 minute lessons each week 
Year 8 receive 3 x 50 minute lessons each week  
Year 9, during terms 1-4, receive 2 x 50 minutes each week; during terms 5-6 they receive 
4 x 50 minutes each week. 
 



 

In term 5 Year 9 pupils begin their chosen Humanities GCSE subject (Geography or 
History).   

Delivery and Assessment 
The Key Stage 3 curriculum for History covers fascinating and diverse historical units that 
build on the skills required at GCSE level.  Each unit is focused around an overarching 
question and is tailored to ensure all learning styles are fully catered for.  Pupils’ knowledge 
and understanding is continually assessed throughout, culminating in an end of unit 
assessment which will focus on either source skills, enquiry skills or extended writing.  All 
pupils are supported throughout each unit and intervention is put in place to ensure that all 
are able to make the expected progress throughout the year.   

Topics Outline 
Year 7:  Unit 1: How was Saxon England conquered?  A unit focused on the changing 
nature of Britain from the end of the Roman Empire to the rule of William the Conqueror. 
Unit 2:  Why were medieval peasants always angry?  A unit focused on the lives of 
peasants during the Middle Ages. 
Unit 3:   Why did religion cause so many deaths?  A unit focused on the religious changes 
during the Tudor period. 
 
Year 8:  Unit 1:  Why kill a King?  A unit focused on the English Civil Wars, looking at 
causes, consequences and impact on the people of Britain 
Unit 2:  What caused a reign of Terror in France?  A unit focused on the events of the 
French revolution 
Unit 3:  How did we get so advanced?  A unit focused on the Industrial Revolution, charting 
the changes and impact on society 
 
Year 9:  Unit 1: Did we rule the world?  A unit focused on the rise and fall of the British 
Empire 
Unit 2:  USA:  land of the free?  A unit charting the treatment of Black people in America 
spanning life before slavery and culminating in the Civil Rights Movement 
Unit 3:  How close did we come to Nuclear War?  A unit focused on 20th Century conflict 
covering the two World Wars and exploring the Cold War that followed 
Unit 4:  The Holocaust:  why remember?  A unit focused on the events of the Holocaust 
ensuring that the atrocities are never forgotten 
Additional Stand-Alone Lessons 
The department also ensures current issues and events are marked through additional 
stand- alone lessons.   These include: 
Black History Month 
Anti-Slavery day 
Armistice Day 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
 
Organisation of Pupils’ Classwork and Homework  
All pupils are provided with an exercise book which is covered with a protective plastic 
cover.  All classwork is expected to be completed in the exercise book and should be 
brought to every lesson.  Homework is set on a weekly basis and aims to build on 
classroom learning through a variety of additional tasks.  Increasingly, both class and 
homework tasks can be found on the school’s website to support those who have missed 
lessons or are falling behind.  All lessons are planned by the department and constantly 
reviewed and improved, in line with National Curriculum changes.  We aim to ensure that 



 

we cater for all learning styles and abilities through our differentiated and creative lesson 
planning. 
 
Key Stage 4 
 
In Years 10 and 11, pupils continue to be taught in mixed ability classes and pupils with 
additional needs are supported by our TA and the class teacher.   The History GCSE option 
at St Richard’s is a popular choice, usually seeing over half of the cohort opting for it in 
Year 9.  We follow the Pearson Edexcel 2016 syllabus, delivering the following units: 
 
Medicine in Britain, c1250-present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918:  
injuries, treatment and the trenches 
A choice of Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060-88 or Elizabethan England 1568-1603 
The American West, 1835-1895 
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 
 
In Years 10 and 11 pupils receive 3 x 50 minute lessons each week. 

Organisation of Pupils’ Classwork and Homework  
As with KS3 all pupils receive an exercise book which is protected with a plastic cover which 
is used for all class and homework activities.  Homework is set once a week and is designed 
to provide pupils with an opportunity to complete pre-learning activities or embed the skills 
they have learnt during their lessons.  The department takes pride in the outstanding 
lessons that they provide and plan collaboratively in line with the Pearson Edexcel schemes 
of work and textbooks that have been created for each unit of study.   
 

GCSE Examination and Target Grades 

History is a one tier entry paper.  We expect all pupils who take the subject to enter for the 
final examination.  
 
Grades span from 9-1.  Target grades are given in Year 7 and are adapted as progress is 
made throughout their learning at St Richard’s.  Pupils are grouped in mixed ability classes 
and support is provided through the departmental Teaching Assistant for pupils with Special 
Educational Needs. 

History GCSE Results 

2020: 4-9 92%, 5-9 80%, 7-9 50% APS 6.3 
2019: 4-9 84%, 5-9 68%, 7-9 36% APS 5.7 
2018: 83% 4-9, 73% 5-9, 44% 7+  APS 5.9 
2017: 88% A*-C, 39% A*-A 
2016: 88% A*-C, 45%A*-A 
2015: 80% A*-C, 42%A*-A 
2014: 81% A*-C, 37% A*-A 
2013: 91% A*-C, 48% A*-A 
2012: 78% A*-C, 37% A*-A 
 
 
 


