
 

   

 

 

 
 

Newsletter No. 1 – September 2019 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

 

Welcome to a new academic year, one in which, hopefully all pupils will flourish academically, socially and 
spiritually. The term has begun positively with all year groups celebrating Mass and receiving a blessing on 
their school year. 
 

I would like to welcome the following new staff: Mrs Cross (RE), Mrs Bayjou-Bates (English), Mr Filsell 
(Science), Mr Massey (Maths), Mr Prestney-Vaughan (Product Design), Mrs Dann (Pastoral Support 
Manager), Ms Lewis (Cover Supervisor), Mrs Butcher (Secretary) and Miss Pain, who is returning as Business 
Manager. I hope each will have a happy, fulfilling and successful career here in St Richard’s. I would also like 
to welcome our School Direct trainees: Mr Getty (History), Mr Williams (Geography) and Ms Baker (Product 
Design). Supported by their respective departments, I am sure they will develop into strong teachers and 
contribute greatly to our school community. We wish Mrs Campbell and Mrs Adams good luck as they 
commence maternity leave at the end of September and early October. 
 

I am pleased to inform you that our Year 11 of 2018-19 performed well in their GCSE examinations achieving 
78% 4-9 grades including English and Maths and 59% 5-9 grades including English and Maths. 86% achieved 
grade 4 and above in 5 or more subjects and 66% achieved grade 5 and above in 5 or more subjects. There 
were some excellent results across all ability groups. A selection of linguists achieved grades 8 or 9 in their 
GCSEs; four pupils achieved an A level in Russian and the Year 9 Astronomers did well. Well done to all the 
pupils; to the staff for their relentless drive to support all pupils to achieve their potential and finally to 
parents/carers for encouraging the pupils to work hard to achieve their best. 
 

As Term 6 drew to a close, as well as enjoying a wonderful Sports Day, we had three fantastic performances 
of ‘Bugsy Malone’. A Crest Awards evening was also a great success with 50 pupils achieving gold, silver or 
bronze Awards. It was also pleasing to announce the selection of 66 prefects for the academic year 2019-20 
as well as celebrating with the whole school community the selection of the Senior Prefect team for 2019-20: 
Deputy Head Boy (Benjamin Simmons), Deputy Head Girl (Hannah Chan) and Head Girl and Head Boy for 
2019-20: Maddie Baszczak and Joe Baszczak, as well as 25 Senior Prefects. I am confident that the team will 
be a great support to all pupils and staff and a great example too. Well done to all pupils selected for these 
leadership roles (further details inside). Other accolades at the end of term included redesignation of Investors 
in Careers at the highest level. Thanks to Careers Lead, Mrs Adams, for leading and preparing for this intensive 
assessment. We were also recognised for our third Award from the SSAT for Exceptional Education in 
Leadership with Moral Purpose. 
 

As we commence a new school year, I would like to remind all parents/carers of the importance of working in 
partnership with the school to ensure that all pupils achieve high standards, behave positively and participate 
in the wider life of the school. Employers and universities are interested in well-rounded individuals and we 
aspire to provide all pupils with the relevant opportunities and experiences as well as leadership opportunities. 
Please encourage your son/daughter to get involved. Additionally, please keep the school informed of your 
son/daughter’s participation in activities outside of school so that we can acknowledge and celebrate their 
achievements. Once again, we are holding Curriculum Information Evenings this term to take you through what 
will be expected of your son/daughter this year and how you can support him/her to make progress (details 
inside).  
 

During the summer holidays, a new roof has been placed on B Block and the ‘snags’ in the Sports Hall have 
been rectified. The IT Services department have been extremely busy replacing ageing computers, projectors 
and screens, with a decorator following them closely to leave all classrooms smart. Our caretaking and 
cleaning staff have also been working hard to spring clean the school. 
 

There are a number of reminders in this newsletter and a plea to join our PTFA or PFGs (Parental Focus 
Groups). A number of members have now left following dedicated involvement during their child’s/children’s 
education at the school. All meetings are friendly and worthwhile to enhance your understanding of school life 
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and to provide the school with feedback. Do try to attend some meetings this year. On the website you are 
able to access up-to-date policies and Year 2 of the College Improvement Plan (2018-2021). 
 

Finally, I would like to thank you for the high standards of uniform and appearance of the majority of pupils at 
the start of this term. Can I urge you to keep supporting your son/daughter in all areas of school life. Please 
do get in touch if you have any concerns related to your child; his/her well-being, progress or engagement. I 
look forward to seeing you during this academic year.    

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Comitas, Scientia, Caritas 
St Richard’s Catholic College is a community where all are welcomed in the 

spirit of Christian love and respect. 

Our school encourages the wonder and joy of learning in order to ensure that 

every pupil reaches their full potential. 

We enable all to flourish and grow together in friendship and in faith. 

We aspire to be courageous, having the integrity and the spiritual strength to 

make a positive difference in the world, both now and in the future. 

We endeavour to cherish our school motto of Community, knowledge and 

Charity. 

‘I have come so that all may have life, and have it to the full.’ (John 10:10) 
 

We will endeavour to put our Mission Statement at the heart of all we do as a community this 

academic year. 
 

 Message from the Chair of Governors 

Welcome to the start of a new academic year. Where have the last six weeks 

gone? I expect for some it may have seemed like six years and for others more 

like six days! New beginnings can be a chance for a fresh start and we all need 

opportunities in our lives to re-evaluate what we want to achieve and how we 

are going to achieve it. 
 

A special welcome to the new Year 7 and other new pupils starting at St 

Richard’s, to staff, pupils and their families. I hope this year will be productive, 

positive and prayerful. Along with all the Governors at St Richard’s, I wish you well 

and look forward to celebrating what you will achieve in the coming year. 
 

God bless.  
  

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

May I take this opportunity to once again welcome all new Year Seven families to 

the community of St Richard’s. I am sure you will agree the first full week has been 

busy, exciting and exhausting for all of us. Year Seven are settling-in really well and 

I have seen so many smiley faces and acts of kindness to each other. In each 

newsletter I will draw your attention to future events; information that I feel you need 

to be aware of; advice about topics we are covering in school or feedback about 

life in Year Seven. 
 

The first piece of information I would like you to be aware of is our school-home link App, EduLink. 

Pupils were given letters on their first day informing you of the need to log into your account. EduLink 

is used to set homework, monitor attendance and see how things are going day to day via our 

House and behaviour points. You will also receive messages through this App.  
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I will be posting on EduLink the Year Seven clubs list for Term 1 today. As you will see there is a wide 

range of activities/clubs on offer. As a school we have decided this year that homework for Year 

Seven will be reduced in order for them to find time to get involved in life outside the classroom. St 

Richard’s is much more than just study and ultimately we see that children who are involved in 

clubs/enrichment activities perform better academically and have greater confidence. Please can 

you sit with your child and go through the clubs list encouraging him/her to get involved. 
 

Mobile phones are always a topic new parents to St Richard’s ask about. We have a no mobile 

phone policy at St Richard’s. Miss Cronin will authorise a child bringing in a mobile phone only under 

exceptional circumstances. If you feel your child has exceptional circumstances, please write/email 

Miss Cronin. 
 

Public transport is often a new way for pupils in Year Seven to get to school. As outlined in my speech 

at the New Intake Evening, whilst travelling we expect the same standard of behaviour of your child 

as if they are in school or at home. To assist pupils, we have members of staff at the train station in 

the morning and at the end of the school day. Miss Cronin or another member of the senior team 

supervise the bus at the end of the day. Numerous staff are on duty on Ashdown Road and our 

resident Lollipop men guide pupils across Bridge Road on the way to the train station or home. 
 

Each week, pupils will have one PSHEe lesson to discuss topics to support them with the world in 

which they are growing up. The topics this term are: PSHEe ground rules, transition to life in a 

secondary school, dealing with change, run, hide & tell, forming positive relationships, peer pressure, 

road safety and preparation for our Year Mass. 
 

Dates for your Diary: This term we have a few events that you are warmly invited to:  

 The first is a ‘drop-in’ morning on Thursday, 26th September between 8:45-10:30am. This morning 

is an opportunity to discuss any small issues that have risen. Mr Smith, our SENCO, will also be in 

attendance if you require any SEND support or questions. 

 Tuesday, 1st October is our Open Evening for next year’s cohort. We close early on this day and 

I am sure lots of Year Seven will volunteer to come back in the evening and be role models for 

the Year Sixes in attendance. 

 Thursday, 24th October is a very special day, as we will be celebrating a welcoming Mass for 

parents and pupils of Year Seven. It starts at 6.30pm and refreshments will be served afterwards 

so that you have an opportunity to meet your child’s new friends and their families. More 

information on this will be given out closer to the time. 
 

Finally, can I make a big plea about clothing. Already we have had a couple of misplaced jumpers, 

PE kits etc. Can you ensure that every piece of clothing is named as this increases the chances of 

items being reunited with its owner tenfold. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

Welcome back Year 8, and welcome to any new pupils starting with us this term. I 

am delighted and honoured to lead this year group, and will do my best to ensure 

pupils in my care have the best possible experience at St Richard’s. I have a 

fantastic team of tutors who will continue to do a wonderful job in supporting your 

children, and I’d urge you to contact them directly if you have any questions or 

concerns. Email addresses are available on the school website at 

www.strichardscc.com then clicking ‘About’ and then ‘Staff List’. If you right click the ‘envelope’ 

icon you will be able to copy the email address to your preferred application. 
 

I feel that Year 8 is a very important time and can easily be underestimated. The natural enthusiasm 

and excitement that comes with starting a new school can begin to wane, and pupils can make 

the mistake of “taking it easy” with exams and important decisions seemingly a long way off. 

However, it is a crucial year in terms of establishing strong work habits, building confidence and self-

esteem, and in developing a sense of resilience and independence. I will be encouraging pupils to 

take ownership of their academic and personal lives as they mature and grow over the course of 

the year. I will also be asking them to avail themselves of the many fantastic clubs and extra-

curricular activities we have on offer, as this is the best way to truly make the most of their school 

experience, making positive memories that I hope they will carry with them through life.  
 

mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
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PSHEe: The programme of work starts with Managing my Life, focusing on homework, time and 

independence. This will hopefully stand pupils in good stead as they begin the new academic year, 

building skills that will help them to juggle the demands of school and personal life. This unit will be 

followed by Diverse Futures, which will explore British Values.  
 

This year, I look forward to seeing the different forms’ charity fundraising events. I will be asking pupils, 

parents and carers to give generously so that we can show the difference that can be made to 

very needy causes. I will also be asking pupils to be generous with their time, and hope that those 

happy to do so will feel spiritually enriched, and will come to know the incredible satisfaction that 

comes with selfless action.  
 

I am looking forward to working in partnership with you to ensure your child has a fantastic Year 8. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at any point if I can be of help. 
 

Mr Steele, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

I would like to begin the year by wishing parents/carers and pupils a warm 

welcome to Year 9, as well as welcoming a couple of new pupils to our school 

community; I trust you have had a restful break and are relishing the challenges 

ahead. 
 

I have taught many of the year group and I have had a detailed transition 

meeting with Mr Steele and all of the pupils individually, therefore I know how 

lovely the pupils are. I am looking forward to guiding them through to the 

conclusion of Key Stage 3 and in making choices for their GCSE courses. 
 

As you will already be aware, Year 9 are blessed with a rich and experienced group of tutors who 

will continue to do a fantastic job in supporting your children. Mrs Adams and Mrs Campbell will 

soon be departing on their maternity leave and I wish them all the best. 9F’s new tutors will be Mrs 

Fegan and Mrs Tadros, whilst Mrs Adams will be replaced by Mrs Akrasi. Please do make contact 

with your child’s Form Tutor to give information or raise concerns. Email addresses are available on 

the school website, by clicking ‘About’ and then ‘Key Staff’. If you right click the ‘envelope’ icon 

you will be able to copy the email address to your preferred application. 
  

PSHEe: Year 9 will be focusing on some crucial topics in PSHEe this term, looking at body confidence, 

exploitation and policing. If you would like further information on the PSHEe course or you would like 

to withdraw your child from SRE (Sex and Relationship Education), please contact me.  
 

Fundraising/social events: I am looking forward to the pupils in Year 9 being fully involved in school 

life and we will organise several innovative and exciting charity and social events during the course 

of the academic year. I am also eagerly anticipating the different forms’ fundraising events for 

charity. I thank you in advance for your support with fundraising in all its formats throughout the 

coming year. I always have great admiration for the generosity and extraordinary fundraising which 

takes place at St Richard’s. 
 

Throughout Year 9, pupils will collect ‘House points,’ and will be rewarded as House members and 

individuals. The reward system has had another revamp this year with extra incentives for your child 

to flourish; this will be fully explained to the pupils in assembly and form time. A form cup will be 

awarded termly to the winners of the Year 9 Cup.  
  

Mr Holloway, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

I would like to begin the year by wishing both parents/carers and pupils a warm 

welcome to Year 10. I hope you and your families have had a good summer break 

and the pupils are relishing the challenges of the Upper School, beginning the laying 

of solid foundations to ensure GCSE success. It is with great excitement that I begin 

the year knowing that I have, once again, a fantastic group of young people to 

guide throughout the initial stages of their GCSE courses. The pupils have returned 

in good spirits following the summer break, I look forward to seeing this enthusiastic, mature start 

continue throughout Year 10.  

mailto:mrsteelej@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
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PSHEe: We have updated the Year 10 PSHEe Scheme of Learning to ensure pupils are receiving 

relevant and quality lessons. This term we will be concentrating on a range of safeguarding topics 

around Keeping Safe, including Domestic and Sexual Abuse, Grooming, Weapons, Alcohol, Drugs 

and Depression. 
 

Support: Now that your son/daughter is in Year 10 it is more important than ever to keep a track of 

their progress and work completed at home. Please utilise all of the functions on EduLink to monitor 

House points, consequences and homework, as well as attendance and the school calendar. 

Please look through your son/daughter’s books regularly and discuss deadlines concerning 

homework assignments and controlled assessments to ensure that adequate work is being 

completed outside of school time.   
 

Homework in Year 10 should be around two hours per evening and there should never be an 

occasion when you are told ‘I have no homework’ or ‘no homework has been set.’ Homework is 

essential in supporting the learning within school and this year, it is crucial that it is being completed 

in depth and on time.  
 

There are a variety of support services for your son/daughter should they need extra help 

throughout Year 10. These range from one-to-one mentoring for academic support, to health and 

counselling support should it be required.  Your son/daughter can self-refer to these support services 

through their Form Tutor or myself as Pastoral Leader. 
 

Fundraising/social events: I am looking forward to the Year 10 pupils being fully involved in school 

life and we will hopefully organise several new charity and social events during the course of the 

academic year. This year, I look forward to once again seeing all the different forms’ innovative 

and lucrative charity fundraising events, which are an essential part of school life. I thank you, as 

parents/carers, in advance for your support with fundraising in all its formats throughout the coming 

year.  
 

Full engagement in all aspects of school life leads to a well-rounded individual and I hope that all 

pupils take on responsibility to put their faith into action by serving others in need.  
 

Intervention Support: Any pupil who chooses not to keep up with homework/deadlines/controlled 

assessments will be expected to remain behind after school to attend intervention sessions provided 

by staff with the aim of supporting them to get back on track. This proved to be extremely successful 

last year. Parents/carers will be informed of days/times of the sessions if subject staff feel your child 

would benefit from this support. 
 

Please do not hesitate to get in contact should you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s 

learning, progress or well-being. I look forward to working with you in partnership to ensure that this 

crucial year of your child’s education is as successful and happy as possible. 
 

With my best wishes for the academic year ahead. 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 10(mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

Firstly, I would like to say welcome back to Year 11 and how pleased I am to be the 

Pastoral Leader of the year group. 
 

Congratulations to all of those pupils who have achieved Prefect status. Year 11 

Prefects have started the school year with lots of effort and helpfulness in their 

duties. On Tuesday, 17th September we have a Prefect training session in the hall 

with a takeaway pizza optional at the end. This session will concentrate on duties, 

how to help younger pupils, responsibilities on public transport and it will be a 

chance for the Prefects to have some social time together. 
 

This year is the most important year so far for your son/daughter in that it is paramount that every 

opportunity is taken to attend all intervention, booster and revision sessions possible. The last three 

years have demonstrated that early revision has paid off and attendance at extra-curricular 

sessions has proved invaluable. It is important that Year 11 concentrate on their studies this year and 

do not interfere with the learning of others.  
 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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On the first day of term, Year 11 began completing their Sixth Form College applications by starting 

their personal statements. This is an invaluable way for them to not only get their statements and 

applications ready for Sixth Form, but to set the groundwork for Higher Education. These applications 

need to be completed before 15th December.  
 

This is a vital year and pupils and parents can sometimes feel under pressure. To try to alleviate this 

pressure and exam anxiety, we have organised the following event: A revision strategies session for 

pupils with an external consultant: Thursday, 3rd October 2019 (held during the school day). On the 

same evening, at 6.00pm, there will be a revision strategies event for parents with an opportunity to 

discuss the college application process as well. 
 

Year 11 Senior Leadership team for the Academic Year 2019-2020: Congratulations to the following 

pupils on being elected to the Year 11 Leadership team: 
 

Head Boy: Joe Baszczak Head Girl: Maddie Baszczak 

Deputy Head Boy: Benjamin Simmons Deputy Head Girl: Hannah Chan 

Senior Prefects: Dayton Campbell, Zoe Castro, Olimpia Croucher, Isabella East, Izehi Ebhohimen, 

Emma Folwell, Isobel Francis, Annabelle Goldsmith, Liam Harrison, Alex Heggie, Hannah Holland, 

Jose Jacinto, Alvin Manoj, Millie McIvor, David Munro, Filip Mysliwiec, Oliver Peachment, Zak 

Prawanna, Naomi Pye, Marx Ravanera, Ryan Segal, India-Cleo Stevens, Millie White, Hannah 

Woodall and Elijah Zacon. 

Prefects: Nuala Andrews, Amelie Bennett, Alona Bondareva, Naomi Britt, Lucia Caitar, Ciara 

Chicken, Justin Cunanan, Jessicca Davies, Jude Deedigan, Lily Gibbs, Daniel Hampton, Honey 

Harrison, Melissa Hunter, Louise Kavanagh, Melissa Marsden, Chloe-Rhiannon Mitchell, Jasmine 

Moulding, Annabel Newing-Diaz, Stuart Norris, Nuala O’Rourke, Caitlin Pendlebury, Benjamin Phelps, 

Taylor Potter, Charlotte Power, Merina Prakash, Emma Roper, Lena Sabu, Sammy Satow, Georgina 

Soggee, Natalia Szelest, Angelina Tadros, Oliver Tattersall, Christina Thomas, Lauren Venkateswarlu, 

Hannah Walker, Chiara Wells and Kacey Wolecki. 
 

60th Anniversary of the Opening of St Richard’s 
 

St Richard’s Roman Catholic School now known as St Richard’s Catholic College is 60 years old 

this month. The official blessing of the school occurred on 29th June 1959, with the official 

opening on 26th September 1959 with 190 pupils on roll.  
 

To mark the anniversary of the school opening, the Bishop will be attending on Monday, 18th 

November 2019 to celebrate Mass and to officially open our new four court Sports Hall with 

a blessing.  
 

The opportunity to tour the school buildings to see the changes that have taken place over the 

years will also be available as well as refreshments. Further details will be available in 

Newsletter 2. 
 

If you, as a parent/carer, are a former pupil then can I ask you to let other former pupils know 

of the date. Additionally, if you attended the school in the 1960s or 1970s, or even when it 

was first opened and you would be prepared to share your memories with current pupils then 

please let me know.                                                                                                 Miss Cronin 
 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
The PTFA will send out its own newsletter via EduLink. 

 

PTFA Welcome Meeting and AGM 
To say a big thank you to our existing PTFA and also to welcome any new members, we would like 

to invite you for drinks and nibbles on  
WEDNESDAY, 25TH September at 7.00pm in the staff room. 

Please come along to find out how you can support the PTFA this year. 
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Pastoral Care  
 

Our Pastoral Leaders set out to create a year identity, foster team spirit and, alongside your child’s 

Form Tutor, nurture each child’s academic ability and potential. They also play a key role in working 

in partnership with you to strengthen character and encourage the development of the whole 

person through leadership, extra-curricular and team building opportunities. Never hesitate to 

contact your child’s Form Tutor or Pastoral Leader with any worries or concerns, however small these 

may appear to you. We want to work in partnership with you for the good of your child.  

All emails are accessible from the website and you can, of course, ring in to speak to a member of 

staff. Please just be aware that because of teaching commitments, appointments need to be 

made in advance of visits to the school. We will always return your call or reply to your email within 

24 hours. If there is an urgent matter please ring and alert the office and someone will get back to 

you immediately. 

Please encourage your child to be fully involved in the life of the school this year. All pupils should 

be accessing at least one form of enrichment opportunity outside of the classroom; the choice is 

varied and plentiful. There will be many leadership opportunities available, from the many pupil 

forum representatives to a range of planning for fundraising and House activities.  

Alongside the Pastoral Leaders, here are additional staff with Key Roles in Pastoral Care:  

 

   

Mrs Dann 

Pastoral Support 

Manager 

mrsdanne@strichards

cc.com 

Mrs Hills 

Supporting Looked 

After Children and 

Young Carers 

mrshillsa@strichardscc.

com 

Mrs White 

Mental Health and 

Well-being Champion 

mrswhitet@strichardsc

c.com 

Mr Padgham 

Pastoral Support – 

Mentoring 

mrpadghamm@strich

ardscc.com 

We also work very closely with the SENCO (Mr Smith) and the TA Co-Ordinators for Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities and, of course Jo Doyle, our Lay Chaplain. 

You can find a poster showing the Mental Health First Aid Trained staff at: 

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/safeguarding/ 
 

Support Services available to your child 

We recognise that some young people may need more tailored help to guide them through a 

particular problem or time in their lives. When this happens, we have a range of professionals who 

come into school to offer this support: Counsellor, School Nurse service, Behaviour & Attendance 

team and Substance Misuse service. We also have many in-house support workshops from anger 

management to social use of language groups. We have an excellent bereavement support group 

run by trained members of staff called ‘Spectrum.’ 

If you would like further details about any of these support services, please feel free to contact either 

myself or your son/daughter's Pastoral Leader or Form Tutor. 

Helping you to support your child’s learning 

We have a number of parent information evenings this year that will set out to show how you can 

actively support your child at this particular stage in their school life. So far this term we have had 

the ‘Year 7 Transition & Curriculum Evening on Thursday, 12th September.’ To come are: 

 Monday, 16th September 6pm – Year 10 Curriculum Evening 

mailto:mrswhitet@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrswhitet@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/safeguarding/
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 Thursday, 3rd October 6pm - Revision Evening for parents of Year 10 & 11 - Led by Education 

Consultant, Michele Miller 

 Monday, 7th October 6.00pm - Year 8 & 9 Key Stage 3 Curriculum Evening 
 

Our expectation is that a parent/carer attends the evening relevant to their child. We do 

understand that circumstances beyond your control can get in the way of attendance and 

therefore another family relative is warmly welcome to come along and feedback the information. 

Journals 

Year 7 have a physical copy of the journal. All other pupils have workbooks with their timetable, 

homework timetable, and key information in a plastic 

wallet surrounding it. All other information is accessed via 

EduLink.  
  

Close Supervision 

Any pupil receiving Close Supervision will be required to 

stay in school until 5.00pm that day. Parents/carers are 

then to pick them up from school and complete an exit 

interview with the Pastoral Leader so we can be assured 

the behaviour that warranted such a serious sanction is 

not repeated. The school is open daily until 6.00pm and 

Miss Cronin or I are happy to supervise a pupil until 6.00pm 

if it is difficult for a parent/carer to get out of work for 

5.00pm.  
 

Child Protection 

Finally, I would like to signpost the school’s Child 

Protection and Safeguarding policy which can be found 

on the website under policies. In line with procedures it 

has had its annual update. All parents are encouraged 

to read this policy. You can find a poster showing the 

Designated Safeguarding team at: 

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/safeguarding/ 
 

Mrs Bligh, Vice Principal (mrsblighd@strichardscc.com) 
 

Special Educational Needs 
 

On behalf of the Learning Support team, welcome back to all pupils, and a special welcome to those joining 
the college this year. We look forward to a very positive new school year for all pupils. 
 

How to find and contact the Learning Support Department 
Mr Smith (SENCo: mrsmithi@strichardscc.com) and Mrs Britt (SEN Administrator:  
mrsbrittk@strichardscc.com) are based in the SEN Office, on the top corridor of A block. This is between the 
Chapel and A4. 
 

If you wish to contact a member of our team, please use the relevant staff's email address, or telephone the 
college. Each year group's Co-ordinator will be your child's most regular point of contact. For your reference, 
the names and email contacts of our team of SEN Year Co-ordinators can be found below: 
Year 7 - Mrs Lea-White (mrsleawhitek@strichardscc.com) 
Year 8 - Mr Nuckhir (mrnuckhirj@strichardscc.com) 
Year 9 - Mrs Campbell (mrscampbelln@strichardscc.com) 
Year 10 - Ms Hubbard (mshubbardc@strichardscc.com) 
Year 11 - Mrs Park (mrsparkk@strichardscc.com) 
 

Three further members of staff complete our team: two Teaching Assistants, Mr Saunders and Mr Trimby 
(Mon-Thurs), and this year we also welcome Miss Lewis who joins the college as a Cover Supervisor and 
Teaching Assistant (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday). 
 

SEN Clubs 
We offer a lunchtime Lego and Games Club, and two after-school homework clubs. 
Our lunchtime club is in A3, throughout lunch every day. It is a quieter space where pupils can come to play 
games, read and chat, supervised by a Teaching Assistant 
Our after-school homework clubs are supervised by Ms Hubbard (Prep Club) and Mr Nuckhir with another 
Teaching Assistant (Prep Cub Plus). They provide an opportunity to complete homework, with computer and 

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/safeguarding/
mailto:mrsblighd@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsleawhitek@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrnuckhirj@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrscampbelln@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrshubbardc@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsparkk@strichardscc.com
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printer access, before leaving school for the day. Prep Club Plus is for SEN-registered pupils who would like 
more support with their homework. There is no need to sign up, and pupils may stay for as long as they need 
to within the times below:  
 

Homework clubs: 
Prep Club: CICT, 3:15-5pm Mon-Thurs 
Prep Club Plus: BICT, 3:15-4:15pm Mon-Thurs 
 

Pupil Snapshots 
Every pupil on the SEN Register has a Pupil Snapshot document, and each pupil's Snapshot will be updated 
three times per year by their Year Co-ordinator. 
The first Snapshot of this year will be issued in the final week of September 2019. Requests for parent/carer 
input have been sent at the end of the last school year; please contact the relevant Year Co-ordinator if you 
would like this to be re-sent to you. 
 

SENCo drop-in: Wednesday, 16th October, 2019 
The first SENCo drop-in of the year will take place on Wednesday, 16th October from 3.30pm-4.30pm in the 
Library. There will be two more during the year. This is an informal opportunity to discuss your child and to 
meet with me and the Teaching Assistant Co-ordinator team. All parents and carers of pupils with SEN, or 
who receive the Pupil Premium, are welcome to attend. No appointment is required. 
 

Very best wishes for the year ahead. 
                      

Mr Smith, SENCO and the SEN team 
 

REWARDS SYSTEM FOR 2019-2020 
 

This year we have reviewed and improved our rewards system once again. I would like to thank the pupils, 
staff and the Parental Focus Group for their input into the revised ‘Be St Richard’s’ rewards system. Each 
year group has a St Richard’s ‘Be-Attitude’ which their Pastoral Leader will utilise as the theme for their year 
group. The rewards system works in conjunction with the collection of House Points by pupils. The number 
of points collected can be tracked by pupils and parents using their EduLink account. Pupils will be rewarded 
with House Points for a variety of positive behaviours, from good attendance and exceptional work to 
contributions made to school life, effort and positive attitude. As pupils progress through the milestones, 
rewards are shared with them in various ways with the aim for pupils to complete all milestones by the end 
of the academic year. There is a link to the rewards system on your EduLink account under the ‘links’ section. 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal   
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LOCAL PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS 
 

New Parenting Programme on Mental Health, 
Eastbourne 
My name is Claire Stubbs and I am a psychologist working 

locally in Eastbourne. I am starting a new parenting 
programme on Monday, 23rd September. The aim is to 

empower parents to understand mental health and to learn 
how to navigate tricky conversations and develop 
strategies that support theirs and their child's resilience.  

 
Please see the flyer (left) and contact 07496 921726 

or withyouinmindpa@gmail.com 
 
Family Transitions 5 week group for Parents/Carers 

who are Divorced or Separated  
Family Transitions is for 

parents who need 
additional support to 

adjust and manage the 
transition from a two-
parent family to a 

single-parent family. It focuses on skills to resolve conflicts 
with former partners and how to cope positively with stress. 

Two groups run concurrently, one in the daytime and one 
in the evening. Parents should attend just one – two options 
are available for families where both parents/carers wish to 

attend, they should not go to the same group. New partners 
of a parent can also attend. The groups are: 

Tuesday, 24th September – 22nd October, 10:00-
12:00, Sidley Youth Centre, Bexhill, TN39 5BD. Book 
online at:  

https://www.openforparents.org.uk/event/sidley-family-
transitions-course/ 

Thursday, 26th September – 24th October, 18:00-20:00, 
Hastings Town Children's Centre, Hastings, TN34 1RT. Book 
online at:  

https://www.openforparents.org.uk/event/hastings-family-transitions/ 
 

If you have queries about the group including the content and 
suitability for parents you are working with, please contact 

Sam Mills - Samantha.mills@eastsussex.gov.uk or Sarah 
Murray - sarah.murray@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 

Group for Parents/Carers affected by Drug/Alcohol 
Misuse 

Oasis Project is launching a new group programme in East 
Sussex for parents affected by drug or alcohol misuse. Parent 
as Partners is for parents who are together or separated and 

enables them to improve their relationship for the benefit of 
their children. The eight week group programme will begin on 

Tuesday, 15th October at 12.30pm at FSN, 66 London Rd, St 
Leonards, TN37 6AS. 
 

Oasis is using an extensive screening process and parents will 
need to undergo a two stage assessment prior to being offered 

a place on the programme. 
  

mailto:withyouinmindpa@gmail.com
https://www.openforparents.org.uk/event/sidley-family-transitions-course/
https://www.openforparents.org.uk/event/sidley-family-transitions-course/
https://www.openforparents.org.uk/event/hastings-family-transitions/
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HOME-SCHOOL AGREEMENT 
1. The College undertakes to: 

 Provide a professionally sound education in the context of worship, teaching and morality of the 
Catholic Church. 

 Promote the moral, social, spiritual and physical development of the pupils in our care. 

 Ensure that at each Key Stage pupils are offered a curriculum, which is broad, balanced, challenging 
and in accordance with National Curriculum requirements. 

 Provide an ordered, disciplined and secure environment in which learning can take place and all 
pupils can flourish, in an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect. 

 Ensure that appropriate work is given in class and for homework, with due regard for each pupil’s 
ability and Special Educational Needs. 

 Ensure that work is assessed, challenging targets are set, and pupils’ progress is monitored on a 
regular basis. 

 Give clear guidance in respect of Options and other choices, including Career guidance. 

 Communicate regularly with parent/carers to keep them informed about their child’s progress, school 
events and other matters pertaining to the life of the college. 

2. As Parent(s)/Carer(s), I/we undertake to: 

 Support the Catholic ethos of the college. 

 Support the college, at all times, in its efforts to maintain high standards of achievement, uniform, 
discipline, attendance and punctuality. 

 Provide an environment conducive to learning at home. 

 Oversee homework. 

 Make the college aware of any concerns or circumstances affecting my/our child’s progress, well-
being, or the well-being of other pupils. 

 Avail of opportunities, such as Parent/Carer Consultation Evenings and Curriculum Evenings, to 
discuss my/our child’s progress. 

 Encourage my/our child in their educational and social development, including their involvement in 
extra-curricular activities. 

3. As a Pupil I shall try to: 

 Contribute at all times in a positive way to this Catholic community. 

 Show pride in my school through my appearance, behaviour, kindness to others and commitment to 
work. 

 Attend college regularly and on time, with all the equipment I need each day. 

 Work to the best of my ability, in co-operation with teachers and other staff and pupils. 

 Abide by the rules of the college, both on the premises and travelling between home and college. 

 Show respect at all times for my fellow pupils and their property and for the college environment. 

 Contribute to and participate in liturgical, fund-raising, leadership and extra-curricular activities. 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
Pupils will: 

 Attend class promptly, with the correct books and equipment. 

 Enter and leave the classroom in a quiet, orderly manner. 

 Settle down to lessons quickly, respecting the right of other pupils to listen and work. 

 Exercise tolerance of one another, especially when personal opinions are expressed. 

 Respect the classroom environment and leave the room clean and tidy. 

 Abide by the rules of the college community. 
Equipment needed: Remember that you can buy stationery from the library; calculators and some 
equipment from the Maths department, Bibles from the RE department; sketch books from Art and PE kit 
from the PE department. You must always have a black or blue pen for writing and a purple pen for 
correcting/improving your work. Headphones are also invaluable for working on the tablets/laptops.  

 

ANTI-BULLYING AND FRIENDSHIP CODE 
In St Richard’s we strive to create an open atmosphere of mutual respect and love in which bullying behaviour 
is unnecessary and unacceptable.  

 We support each other by ensuring that no-one is insulted, offended or harmed in any way. 

 We recognise that everyone has the right to happiness, free from injury or intimidation. 

 We wish ours to be a listening, ordered environment, with open channels of communication between all 
staff and all pupils.  

If you have any concerns or questions regarding bullying, please contact Mrs Hills 
(mrshillsa@strichardscc.com) 

mailto:mrshillsa@strichardscc.com
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CONSEQUENCES 2019-2020 
OFFENCE CONSEQUENCES 

Dyeing of hair 
Inappropriate hairstyle 

 Community Service until hairstyle/colour is acceptable. 
 Pastoral Leader to decide if pupil needs to be withdrawn from lessons, sent 

home or sent to barbers/hairdressers. 
 Saturday detention.  

Hair styling products  Remove hair styling products. 
 1 day Community Service. If persistent - Pastoral Detention.  

Incorrect Shoes/Trainers  1 day Community Service if no letter from parent/carer. Trainers to be taken 
by Pastoral Leader and school shoes loaned. 

Appearance, e.g. top 
button/skirt rolled up/Make-
up/Nail polish/jumper tucked 
in 

 1 day Community Service. Fine given for use of make-up wipe or nail polish 
remover. 

 Community Service for inappropriate appearance. 
 Persistent - Pastoral Detention or five days Community Service. 

Chewing Gum  Community Service x 3 days 

Lack of equipment  General (pen, purple pen etc.) - 1 day Community Service. 
 Subject specific (e.g. calculator, PE kit, lesson book) - lunchtime detention 

supervised by that member of staff. 

Jewellery  Confiscate for a fortnight. Pass to Pastoral Leader in a labelled, dated 
envelope. Up to pupil to collect. 1 day Community Service. 

Late for school  Community Service – number of days given will be in relation to time missed. 
 Persistent - Pastoral Leader to issue after-school detention and put on 

punctuality report. 

Late to lesson  Individual member of staff to set a break or lunch time detention. 

Truanting from a 
lesson/lessons 

 Make up time after-school and/or Saturday or Inset Day. If individual lesson 
is missed subject teacher to give consequence; if whole day Pastoral Leader 
to consequence. 

Using the wrong toilets 
outside of lesson time 

 Community Service x 3 days 

Disrupting learning of others 
or showing disrespect. 

 Detention given by member of staff. If in a cover lesson, Cover Supervisor to 
notify Subject Leader who will set detention and supervise. Phone call home 
to discuss. 

Defiance/rudeness  Close supervision/Saturday detention. 

Failure to complete 5 
homeworks 

 Friday detention until 4.45pm. 
 Persistent failure = Saturday detention. 

Mobile Phones/Mobile 
devices  

 Confiscate and parent/carer has to collect. 4 days Community Service. 
 If phone used on site - Pastoral Detention. 

Swearing  At a member of staff – fixed term exclusion. 
 At a fellow pupil in front of a member of staff depending on intent – Close 

Supervision/Saturday detention. 
 Any other use of a swear-word - 5 days Community Service. 

Cigarettes/lighter/vaping 
equipment 

 In possession - isolation at break and lunch time x 5, 5.00pm detention x 2. 
 Smoking - isolation at break and lunch time x 5, 5.00pm detention x 5 and 

Saturday detention. 

Illegal substances  In possession or distribution – permanent exclusion. 

Use of hate language: any 
form of discrimination 

 Close Supervision immediately – investigation to determine whether it 
should be a fixed term exclusion. 

Aggression:  

Football/game out of hand  Immediate litter duty or canteen tidy up. 

Bundling/wrestling on field  Banned from field for five school days. 

More sinister, e.g. fighting  Close supervision plus Saturday detention (no. of days decided based on 
incident). 

Injury  Exclusion. 

Please note our updated Consequences List and find time to go through this with your son/daughter. In 

addition, please read through the Community Expectations available on EduLink with your child. It is of utmost 

importance that behaviour is outstanding at all times, giving every child the opportunity to learn in a happy 

and positive environment in which their teacher's attention is never taken away from the learning by having 

to deal with low level behaviours such as lack of homework, missing equipment or poor engagement. 
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Detention: School Policy 
If your son/daughter receives a detention for a missing homework or misdemeanour please support 

us in ensuring they attend on the night it is set. Teachers organise a variety of clubs and 

intervention/support sessions and it is very unfair if these have to be cancelled due to parents 

requesting a change of detention date. Following success last academic year, we will continue 

with the policy that any child who is not able to attend a detention on a particular night due to an 

outside commitment will need to attend it on Saturday morning.  The only exceptions will be for 

medical appointments or genuine emergencies. It is essential that one child's behaviour does not 

impact on the opportunities available for all. The simple way to avoid a detention is for pupils to 

behave well and hand homework in on time. Thank you, as always for your support with our 

sanctions system and for the vast majority of children who always come to school making their 

families proud. This is just to maintain the highest possible levels of good behaviour from all. 
 

 

SENDING EMAILS TO STAFF 
Our email system provides a quick way of notifying staff of concerns related to your son or daughter 
and the majority of parents/carers use this form of communication effectively. 
 

Unfortunately, on occasion last year, a number of staff received aggressive / abusive emails which 
were often caused by miscommunication by children to their parents. 
 

Staff have been asked not to reply to any email that causes offence and to refer the issue to a Senior 
Manager. I am sure you can appreciate the reasons for this and I thank you for your consideration. 
 

Miss Cronin 
 

 

       Online Payment System 
 

Parents and Carers wishing to make online payments for uniform, school equipment and trips via 
a link on the school website can do so with an online link code provided on request from 
finance@strichardscc.com (Year 7 parents should have received a letter with this code). Payments 
are processed securely through Worldpay. Sibling accounts may be linked to view account details 
and make payments using one account and multiple online payment accounts can be linked to the 
same pupil (for example, in the case of separated parents). Please note payments for meals are 
made via a separate account through ParentPay. 

 
 

Student Listeners 2019-2020 
  

Student Listeners are a Peer Support Scheme which the school has been running successfully for 
several years now. It involves a group of Year 10 pupils giving up their time to offer support and a 
‘listening ear’ to younger pupils. One of their main roles is helping our Year 7 pupils settle into school. 
They do this by helping during registration, break time, lunch time and homework club. This year, 
the competition was very high, with over 50 letters of application being handed in. The Year 9 tutors 
and I had a difficult time choosing the final group.  
 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were successful in being selected to be our Student 
Listeners for 2019-2020: Daisy Toth, Tania Rawalson, Alexander Long, Molly Differ, Phoebe 
McAdie, Amelie Croft, Isabella Lansdell, Neha Chacko, Anna Thomas, Amelie Wyer, Mimi 
Luscombe, Eliza Brown, Marni Lippin, Carolina Jeneslas, Jessica McCallum, Matilda Hawkins, 
Nayram Alorwu, Bethany Read, Beatrice White, Orla Crowther, Libby Funnell, Frieya Biju 
Ampalathattil, Matt Cordell, Faith Simon, Rosemary Davis, Ania Roby, Ivan Doolan Tanner, Edward 
Pepper, Arthur Pepper and Aisling Eldridge. 

 

Well done! 
 

Dr Littlejohns 

 

mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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Notice for Parents of Pupils Travelling by Train 

The trains to and from St Richard’s have become more crowded this year, in particular, the Hastings 
train. The Eastbourne train remains as busy as it has always been. 
 

Miss Cronin receives a number of lovely emails and phone calls about how well behaved and respectful 
your children are on public transport. However, she does receive occasional complaints from members 
of the public about pupils’ behaviour on the train, particularly the crowded morning trains from 
Hastings and Eastbourne. These are commuter trains and, at times, sadly, a small number of pupils have 
let the community down with poor behaviour. Please discuss this with your child, emphasising the 
importance of being respectful at all times. 
 

This year, we have a strong team of train Prefects on both train lines and I am sure they will help all 
pupils in need and report all who let the school and yourselves down with their behaviour. 
  

Over the last three years, we have introduced a system to ensure pupils are well-behaved, safe and 
supported by Year 11 pupils. All pupils travelling by train were present in train assemblies this week. 
These assemblies were to set the ground rules and reinforce our expectations for behaviour and safety. 
 

Firstly, please advise your children to get the 7:39am or 7:53am trains from Hastings and 7:43am or 
7:49am from Eastbourne to avoid congestion in the morning and avoid being on the later two-carriage 
Ashford-Brighton/Eastbourne trains that tend to be cancelled more than the four-carriage London 
trains. The school canteen serves food in the morning and there are the playgrounds and designated 
classrooms available to the pupils for those arriving early in school. 
 

Secondly, we have divided the trains home at 3:32pm and 3:47pm to Eastbourne and 3:30pm and 
3:42pm to Hastings into specific carriages for Years 7 to 10. This is to ensure that we can immediately 
locate any pupils not following the rules and to help keep a communal year group spirit on the train. 
The carriage nearest the ramps in Bexhill is for Year 7 and the next for Year 8 etc. Year 11 do not have 
a carriage and will therefore help and support pupils in each carriage by standing in the foyer section 
by the doors. Prefects are given the responsibility to make sure pupils are seated, if possible, in each 
carriage; polite to members of the public and safe. They will enforce the carriage rules and report use 
of mobile phones or poor behaviour. 
 

If your child has permission to hand in and collect a mobile phone from Reception, then it is to text or 
ring their parents/carers in emergencies only and not to listen to music, play games or peruse the 
internet. Prefects will be monitoring this and reporting to me. Poor behaviour will result in Community 
Service in the first instance; a ban from the school train at normal times or pupils having to find 
alternative transport if poor behaviour is a recurring occurrence. 
 

If you wish to discuss issues about the train please contact me at mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com 
 

Mr Doherty, Assistant Principal 
 

Open Evening (Early Closure) 
Our Open Evening for prospective pupils and their parents/carers is on Tuesday, 1st 
October (6.00-8.30pm). On this day, the pupils will finish school at 1.15pm so 
that staff can prepare for the evening's activities. Hastings/St Leonards pupils will 
need to travel on public buses or trains on this afternoon. Only pupils with the 
newsletter confirmation form completed will be allowed to leave early. 
 

Many pupils will be asked to return in the evening to engage in a range of activities: 
you will be notified of this in due course. May I thank you in advance for supporting 
your son/daughter in doing this. Please note the earlier starting time of 6.00pm. At 
the end of the evening, staff will supervise pupils down to the seafront to avoid 
the congestion experienced on this evening and allow you a quicker getaway. 
Therefore, as far as possible, please park on the seafront on this evening near 
Sutton Place (TN40 1PD). 
 

mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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#sophiespostcard2020 Call for artwork 
 

In 2018, St Richard's Catholic College raised almost 
£15,000 for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity in 
memory of former pupil, Sophie Maria Taylor, who died 
in April 2017. Celebrities, renowned artists – including 
Sir Quentin Blake, Liz Pichon, Thomas Taylor and Bob 
& Roberta Smith – pupils, parents, staff and 
accomplished local artists were among those to 
contribute wonderful work, and more than 570 original 
postcards were auctioned on eBay.  
 

To commemorate what would have been Sophie’s final 
year at St Richard’s, we are again running the Secret 
Postcard auction and this time we are setting ourselves 
a target of 1000 wonderful original postcard works of art. The auction will run for 10 days on eBay 
and end on Saturday 27th June 2020. 
 

This week, we were delighted to receive a wonderful illustration by a secret children's illustrator who 
took part in Sophie's Postcard 2018 (postcard #15) to start the campaign! 
 

We will be talking to pupils in assemblies and tutor time soon and hope that all pupils will take part 
or ask friends and family to create a wonderful piece of postcard art for this important charity.  We 
ask for a suggested donation of £1 for each postcard and entry to the auction. We would like to 
thank Custard Print who are currently printing 3,500 blank postcards for the event. 
 

All the postcards will be uploaded to our website www.sophiespostcard.com where you can find out 
more information. Please follow @strichardsart on Twitter for regular news updates and use the 
hashtag #sophiespostcard2020 to help promote the event on social media. 
 

Artwork can be completed on the pre-printed postcards which will be available from tutors or on 
postcard sized paper but must be signed on the back. All artwork to be sent by 1st June 2020 to: 
#sophiespostcard2020, St Richard’s Catholic College, Ashford Road, Bexhill on Sea TN40 1SE 
 

Thank you so much for your help and support of The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity and this very 
special fundraising event in memory of a dearly loved pupil, Sophie Maria Taylor (2004-2017). 
 

Please contact Miranda Pennington misspenningtonm@strichardscc.com if you have any ideas for 
sponsorship or would like a pack to send to a famous friend! 
 
 
 
 
   

https://www.facebook.com/royalmarsden/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAvetEe3nUienXNzRxQIwHP_e28Zqkc7MlRvmRr5esJvweRRTF3YoC6ifkEmHKkNlzr0Hv2EWPDQQIj&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCKHB15MJhUiTcAPPiN8ahRxA2KADNJguL5pXCsHbQU4vIdn1vlIKbRV2aW8cLnki-TBuM_Ky2QX8PJLerFZmzs1Gha0s5WA6xNcVIETXSvsefOn2A_NBDOWdPcFLTtIKVzKPkTeyMwjBk503JFlfiq14aATZIFUDJwa2iA3h6TUTd_zcS8u4jPSJUy0Muxhza8YPasceHwl9fCKcX35AMdXpETrHOi-6rf4Vbx2gw1ol20iFJ8rhwBMuLtQaWYVCOrS3auGe5aRRNefxK22E_dMu3j6DnZrwQFS5RzehAJ_0OkWpclvwqOF0CY4jXqchLObnUUqFe8En0i7nYC1DCl6ztZElWAcd62OEP13KUo2B0I1SJNmjvA1rmnpJ0yqBMAO1y8P-z6I8n0ERLERSWNdjAnXgLlS251xL_IXjtUGfz95hBvls3BVRsX50-BR4QFDrkKPgGzIuE-wgGxoMwDHNua2EGge9KA_XGPn_1UkS_xOzM
http://www.sophiespostcard.com/?fbclid=IwAR1OP1vtJjFwZGhFIKdi6YPonLfn9LA0H3PJ95P0YcZhyZ44Q9Q4Ddxq3G8
mailto:misspenningtonm@strichardscc.com
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Pupil Leadership 
 

CREST Awards Evening 

The college’s annual CREST Award evening 

took place in the last week of term. This was 

a wonderful occasion that enabled pupils 

staff and parents to celebrate the pupils’ 

extra-curricular achievements over the past 

academic year. The pupils were joined by 

guest speaker, Billy Wood, a very successful 

talent agent who has worked with many 

successful sporting icons and musicians. 

Billy gave an engaging talk on how a 

willingness to go the “extra mile” can help an 

individual to succeed. A selection of pupils gave talks on some of the impressive work they had done 

over the course of the year in order to obtain their Awards. It was a very successful and enjoyable 

evening. I would like to congratulate the pupils on their hard work and willingness to go the “extra mile”; 

it is always very pleasing to see our pupils trying to better themselves. 
 

The new CREST book will be launching in a few weeks and I will be going in to assemblies for Years 9-11 

to remind them of the Award’s criteria. Hopefully, even more pupils will achieve their CREST Award in 

2020. 
 

Mr Lahache 

Congratulations to…  
Four pupils: Nathan, Nivetha, Ella and Sapphire won a fantastic veg box on their Block Day at 

Ashburnham at the end of last term for correctly identifying 32 different species of produce in the 

gardens. 
 

Emily Lucent for her voluntary work at Calm Farm over the holidays, supporting disabled children 

in a variety of activities. 
 

 

Free School Meals 
 

Your child may be able to receive free school meals if you are in receipt of Universal Credit (provided you 
have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your 
most recent assessment periods): 

 Income Support 

 Jobseekers Allowance (Income based) 

 Employment and Support Allowance (income related) 

 Pension Credit 

 Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Child Tax Credit ONLY with an annual income of under £16,190 per year 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit.  
Children eligible for free school meals on or after 1 April 2018 will remain eligible until they finish the phase 
of schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022 even if your circumstances change. 
 

East Sussex County Council require that all new starters to a school apply online (even if they received this 
assistance at their previous school). Please complete the form online at: 
https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx.  
 

If you want to find out more, please visit the Parents section of the school website here: 
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/   
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Please check your contact details on the EduLink communication system and make any 

necessary changes. It is essential that we have up-to-date contact information, including a 

parental email address. Thank you. 

https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/
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Reporting Pupil Absence/Lateness to School 
There are three ways to report your child’s absence: 
1) The easiest way is via the EduLink app. Please do this using the Absence Reporting tab on the home 

page for your child. 
2) You can leave an answerphone message reporting your child’s absence from school or lateness to 

school due to an appointment by dialling the school telephone number – 01424 731070 and then 
pressing 1 when prompted.  You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s name, their form group, 
the reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil. Please remember to phone for 
each subsequent day of absence. 

3) Parents/carers can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown 
above: pupilabsence@strichardscc.com 
 

Please ensure you have reported your child’s absence by 9.10am. 
 

Additionally, please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than holiday 
requests which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to Mrs Jones/Mrs Forte  
and not your child’s Form Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown on your child’s attendance 
records. The email address is attendance@strichardscc.com  
 

It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she remembers to come to the Attendance 
Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an accurate record of all pupils on the school site. 
This is to ensure their safety. 
 

In line with the Rewards system pupils will be rewarded for excellent attendance on a weekly and termly 
basis, and encouraged to track their own attendance via EduLink. 
 

175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR: 
 

spent on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments 
 

190 days in 
each school 

year 
10 days off 19 days off 

29 days off 
(one school 

term) 
38 days off 47 days off 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

GOOD 
Best chance of reaching your 

target grades 

WORRYING 
You will have to work harder 

outside of school hours to reach 
your target grades 

SERIOUS CONCERN 
Unlikely to achieve target grades 

at GCSE 
 

Finally, please read the updated Attendance Policy for Parents. It can be found on the school website under 
the ‘About’ tab. The link is: https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/ 
 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please call or send an email to either Mr 
Campbell or Mrs Jones/Mrs Forte. 
 

Many thanks 
Mrs Jones/Mrs Forte Attendance Officer (attendance@strichardscc.com)  
Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal responsible for Attendance (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

COLLEGE POLICY ON HOLIDAYS and time off for extra-curricular activities 
 

Parents, please understand the college's policy on taking time off outside of school holidays: permission for 
pupils to attend events or to participate in extra-curricular activities during term time will only be given in 
exceptional cases, and not as a matter of course. Parents must write to me well in advance and fill in the 
Withdrawal from Learning Application form issued by East Sussex. If the request is not authorised then a 
Penalty Notice will be issued. The penalty is £120 per parent, i.e. unless it’s a single parent family a fine of 
£240 will be issued. If you pay within 28 days the fine is reduced to £60 per parent and £120 for both parents. 
You must pay within 42 days to avoid prosecution. Please be aware that all holiday requests will be 
unauthorised to comply with DfE directives. 
 

Miss Cronin, Principal 
 
 

 

 

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:attendance@strichardscc.com
mailto:attendance@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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St Richard's Website - Information for Parents 
 

The following updated information is available on the website: 
 

Local Offer - SEN Drug Education Policy 

Pupil Premium Equality Scheme and Action Plan 

Acceptable Use Policy  Fairtrade Policy 

Admissions Policy  Friendship and Anti-Bullying Policy 

Attendance Policy Governor Visits Policy 

Behaviour Management Policy Home School Agreement 

Careers Education, Information, Advice & Guidance Homework Policy 

Charging and Lettings Policy Library Policy 

Looked After Child Literacy Policy 

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy Managing Bereavement and Loss Policy 

Complaints Policy & Procedure Numeracy Policy 

Confidential Reporting Policy Online Safety Policy  

Controlled Assessments Policy SEN Policy 

Data Protection Policy (Privacy Notice) Spiritual Life Policy 

 Use of Images Policy 
 

 

Adult helpers required for the occasional school trip 
If you are in a position to volunteer to accompany the occasional day trip as an adult helper, please 
email Mrs Wood at mrswoode@strichardscc.com. Please could those parents/carers who 
volunteered in the last academic year confirm whether they will be available to help this academic 
year. Many thanks to those parents/carers who accompanied day trips in 2018-2019. 

 

 
 

Important Health and safety notice to all Parents/Carers 
 

With over 1,000 pupils leaving the college premises at the end of the school day, may I request that pupils needing to 
be collected are picked up away from the entrance/exit to the college. The seafront provides a safer and more accessible 
picking-up point at Sutton Place (TN40 1PD). This will allow those pupils needing to cross the road to catch the 359 bus 
or to go to the train station to do so in safety. 

Please be aware that members of staff supervise pupils at the train station and they need to get to the station before 
the pupils, and that the bus departs from the college at 3.20pm. It would be helpful if car drivers could allow the bus to 
depart before they do. Please be reassured that if a train is delayed staff will remain with the pupils until it arrives. 

Thank you to those parents/carers who pick up their children on the seafront: it allows for a quicker and safer 
exit for all. Please can I ask you to be considerate of residents when picking up or dropping off. Please do not 
block driveways, particularly in the Penland Wood area. 

Your support with this issue is greatly appreciated. 

Miss Cronin, Principal 

If your child is on continuous medication and you would like the 
school to keep a stock then please hand this into Mrs O'Brien, in the 
First Aid Room. It must: 
1.          be in a sealed envelope 
2.          have the child’s name, date and form on the envelope 
3.          have a letter enclosed with the name of the medication, what it is for and how it is to be dispensed 
4.          have the parent/carer’s signature on the letter 
Without authorisation we will be unable to dispense the medication. Pupils must not have any 
medication, other than prescribed medication e.g. inhalers, Epipen or paracetamol for 
emergency use, in their bags during the day. 

REMINDER 
Paracetamol is not provided for pupils with acute pain UNLESS provided by parent/carer as above. Please 
discourage pupils from attending school when clearly unwell. On occasion, it can be difficult to get hold 
of parents/carers in these circumstances, and it also puts other pupils at risk from illness.              
Mrs O'Brien, First Aider 
  

http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Drug%20Education%20policy%20(January%202014)(1).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Equality%20Scheme%20and%20Action%20Plan%20March%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Acceptable%20Use%20Policy.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Fairtrade%20Policy%20-%20Sept%202013.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Polices/ADMISSIONS%20CRITERIA%20-%20Sept%202014%20(draft).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Friendship%20and%20Anti-Bullying%20Policy.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Attendance%20Policy%20(for%20parents)%20-%20September%202013.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Governor%20Visits%20Policy%20March%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Behaviour%20Management%20-%20September%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Home-School%20Agreement%20April%202010.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Careers%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Homework%20policy%20-%20September%202013(1).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Polices/Charging%20and%20Lettings%20Policy%20Sept%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Library%20Policy%20Sept%2012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Polices/Literacy%20Policy%20-%20September%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Safeguarding%20and%20Child%20Protection%20Policy%20-%20June%202014(3).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Bereavement%20and%20Loss%20-%20March%202010.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Complaints%20Procedure.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Numeracy%20Policy%20-%20October%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Confidential%20Reporting%20(Whistleblowing)%20March%202014.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Safe%20Practice%20Policy.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Controlled%20Assessment%20Policy%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Special%20Needs%20-%20November%202013(3).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Data%20Protection%20(Privacy%20Notice)%20-%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Spiritual%20Life%20Policy%20September%202013.pdf
mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com
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DATES FOR REPORTS AND CONSULTATION EVENINGS 
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2019-2020 

 

Terms 1 and 2 
Tuesday, 5th November ...................... Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Year 11) 
Tuesday, 19th November .................... Year 7 settling-in report to parents/carers 
Thursday, 28th November .................. Year 7 ‘Settling In’ Parents’ Evening (5pm-8pm) 
Tuesday, 10th December .................... Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Year 10) 
Terms 3 and 4 
Tuesday, 14th January ........................ Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Years 7-9) 
Thursday, 16th January ....................... Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday, 11th February ...................... Year 11 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 13th February ..................... Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday, 10th March .......................... Year 8 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 12th March ......................... Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday, 24th March .......................... Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Years 10-11) 
Tuesday, 24th March .......................... Year 10 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 26th March ......................... Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Terms 5 and 6 
Tuesday, 19th May .............................. Year 7 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 21st May ............................. Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday, 7th July ................................. Year 9 Reports to parents/carers 
Tuesday, 14th July ............................... Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Years 7-9) 
 

 

Lost Property 
 

If your son/daughter loses something at school, please ask him/her to check through 
the items in the lost property area. All PE kit is placed in the PE cupboard. It is college 
policy that items left unclaimed at the end of term will be donated to a charity 
shop. Parents/carers are welcome to view lost property by appointment with Mrs 
O’Brien via Reception. 

 

Reminders 
GCSE Studies: Pupils in Years 10 and 11 have lots to study in preparation for their GCSEs. During PSHEe lessons 

they are given tips on organisation of their time and how to revise. You should never be told by your son/daughter 

that he/she has no homework. Each GCSE course is intensive with assignments/revision to be completed. Please 

ring the college to speak to the relevant Subject Leader or your son/daughter’s Form Tutor if you are concerned 

about the lack of or amount of homework he/she is doing.  
 

Mobile Phones: While we appreciate that some parents/carers would like contact with their child, particularly 

when travelling, our policy remains no mobile phones in college. We do, however, have a facility for parents to 

request permission in exceptional circumstances for pupils to bring in phones and in these cases, phones are 

looked after by the reception staff and collected at the end of the school day. All requests must be put in writing 

to the Principal. Cyberbullying is on the increase in society: we must do all we can to prevent this occurring in 

school. Additionally, mobile phones are a temptation for thieves. Please support us fully in our policy. Should your 

child be discovered in possession of a phone without permission, then it will be confiscated and a parent/carer 

will be expected to collect it. 
 

 

Duke of Edinburgh - For Parents of Year 9 pupils 
 

This year, we are aiming to significantly expand the opportunities for pupils to take part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. To facilitate this, we will be working with a company called School of Outdoors who will 
deliver the Expedition part of the Bronze Award and this will now be open to all pupils in Year 9. I will be 
giving a presentation to the pupils in the coming weeks and, to all who are interested, there will be a parents’ 
information evening on Wednesday, 9th October. At this meeting myself, and the Director of School of 
Outdoors, will explain in detail what the Bronze Award involves. Between now and then, there will be a letter 
sent home that will enable you to enrol your son/daughter on the Award. I hope that many more pupils will 

take up the challenge this year and I look forward to working with them all.     
                                                   Mr Harwood (DofE Manager) 
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Parental Focus Groups 

Parents/Carers: we need your views 
 

In order to strengthen the quality of parental engagement within the college, I 
would like to invite you to join one of our Parental Focus Groups which meet 
termly to discuss a variety of school issues. 

 

Topics presented to and discussed by parents during 2018-19 included: priorities of the College Improvement 
Plan (Year One), GCSE results, pupil well-being and safety, revision strategies, the curriculum and enrichment, 
homework, EduLink, House System, Rewards, Bedrock Vocabulary programme, supporting your child in Ebacc 
subjects, Geography Club, Careers, Pupil Profiles, Reporting Cycle, targets and sporting provision in the new 
Sports Hall. The meetings are very informal and also give you the chance to view school life on a working day. 
Staff have found the views of parents/carers extremely helpful so it is hoped that even more parents/carers will 
want to get involved this year. 
 

If you are willing to get involved in any way, could you please email Mrs Oliver or Mrs Frangella-Cramp as soon 
as possible at pa@strichardscc.com. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents/carers who fill in 
surveys at our Parent Consultation Evenings: your views really do help us to improve college life. 
 

Please note that there will be an opportunity to have a tour of the school to see teaching and learning in action 
on the morning of Wednesday, 9th October 2019. Additionally, on Saturday, 12th October I will be trialling a 
PFG meeting running from 10-11am. If there is enough interest on the day, then future Saturdays will be added 
to the diary. Dates of all Parental Focus Group meetings are listed on the back page of this newsletter and on the 
website. Your involvement will really make a difference in enhancing school life. 
 

Please email my PA at pa@strichardscc.com, if you are interested in contributing opinions to help improve 
college life in any of the following ways: 

 attend a meeting with a group of other parents on a Wednesday morning once a term (9.15-10.30am) 

 attend an early evening meeting with a group of other parents (Thursday at 6.15-7.30pm termly) 

 attend the teaching and learning tour of the school on Wednesday, 9th October at 9.15am 

 attend a Saturday morning meeting on Saturday, 12th October (10-11am) 
 

CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

CAREERS INFORMATION 
If you or your son/daughter requires any careers information, advice and guidance then you can try the 
following: 

 www.fasttomato.com – this website is simple and easy to use, using psychometric testing to highlight 
each person’s interests, attitudes and motivations. Fast Tomato is then able to suggest individualised and 
personalised careers ideas and courses. Pupils can also access accurate and highly relevant career 
information. To register please contact me for the registration code. 

You can try the following websites for independent careers advice: 

 http://connexions360.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx - this website covers topics from health to work to 
finance. The websites aims to provide information on local options and support, including the Careers 4U 
IPhone App. It also provides links to national websites and helplines and the National Apprenticeship 
service. 

 https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx - the National Careers Service provides 
information, advice and guidance to help you make decisions on learning, training and work 
opportunities. The service offers confidential, helpful and impartial advice, supported by qualified careers 
advisers 

All of the above websites can be accessed via the school website. This includes links to Apprenticeships, 
Work Experience and volunteering. Our careers library contains a wealth of information about the world of 
work and is accessible to all pupils.  
 

WORK EXPERIENCE MOCK INTERVIEWS 
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience in June 2020. In preparation for this the timetable is 
suspended for a day of activities. The activities include writing a curriculum vitae, role play and health and 

mailto:pa@strichardscc.com
http://www.fasttomato.com/
http://connexions360.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
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safety whilst in the work place. Each pupil also attends a 20 minute one to one interview. I am looking for 
volunteers to act as interviewers for this morning, which will take place on Tuesday, 2nd June 2020. Each 
interviewer will see approximately 3-4 pupils over the duration of the morning. Feedback should be given to 
the pupils in terms of their CVs and any tips or advice for the future. If you are interested in being involved 
in this event or would like further information, please contact me at the email address below. 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience from 22nd to 26th June 2020. This week is particularly 
valuable as it really gives the pupils a chance to experience the world of work. This week should not 
necessarily be thought of as a ‘Career Taster’ week, as there are some organisations that will not take pupils 
under the age of 16. 
 

What is Work Experience? It is an unpaid opportunity for young people to experience working life while they 
are still in school. It gives them the chance to: 

● Work alongside adults as part of a team 
● Develop and practise a range of new skills 
● Relate their school curriculum to the workplace 
● Make more informed decisions about their future 

The pupils will learn and use a range of transferrable skills, personal qualities and competencies that will 
contribute towards their employability. 
 

Applying for Work Experience The pupils will be using a website called Aspire, in order to choose their work 
experience placements. Training in the use of Aspire will be provided via an assembly, after which the pupils 
will be given an individual password. They can then access Aspire from anywhere, including home. Aspire 
can be accessed by entering the following website address: 
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student 
Each pupil will be issued with a username and password to use this system over the next few weeks. If your 
son/daughter loses or forgets their username and/or password then please let me know and I will reissue 
them. They will be asked to choose 3 work placements. Staff will then use these to match up the pupils with 
available places; this will work on a first come, first served basis. Please be aware that just because a 
placement is on Aspire, this does not guarantee that the placement is available for the week that our pupils 
are out on work experience. Pupils can find their own placements if they wish. For some industries, such as 
a veterinary, this is recommended. The pupil will need to contact the employer to discuss the possibility of 
a work experience placement, and then complete the Own placement section on Aspire.  From experience, 
I have found that own placement finds tend to be a more valuable experience as these are usually in the 
field that the pupils wishes to pursue in the future. All of the placements will be vetted to ensure the health, 
safety and welfare of the pupils during the placement. All placements, both selected from the database and 
own, must be inputted onto the database no later than Friday, 24th January 2020. 
 

What does Work Experience Involve? The pupils will participate in an in depth preparation programme 
(covering topics such as health and safety and employer expectations) prior to their placement.  The pupils 
will also be asked to telephone their employers to discuss the arrangements for the placement, such as what 
to wear and what time they should arrive on the first day. 
 

In addition, you will receive a parental agreement form detailing the risk assessment for the placement. This 
must be signed and returned before the placement begins. As part of preparation and of continuing child 
protection, please encourage your son/daughter to discuss their placement, and the risk assessment with 
you. If you feel that any issue raised during these discussions may need to be followed up by the college, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

The pupils will be supplied with a diary to record their experience and identify the skills they have used and 
developed during their placements. Whilst in the work place, the pupils will be expected to behave and carry 
out tasks as any other employee of the organisation. As part of the monitoring programme of both the pupils 
and the placements a member of staff will visit or phone the placements at least once. On their return to 
the college, pupils will take part in a debrief programme and write letters of thanks to their placements. 
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers Lead (mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com) 
 

https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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English Department 
“Literature is the art of discovering something extraordinary about ordinary people, and 

saying with ordinary words something extraordinary.” - Boris Pasternak 
 

Welcome back! The English Department are excited and ready for another fun-filled year of 

exploring the riches of the English Language and Literature. We are really proud of our 

broad and rigorous, exciting curriculum. At both Key Stages, you will be deepening your 

understanding of the way authors use language to evoke emotional responses in us, 

manipulate us, and engage us in ideas they feel strongly about. We will continue to explore 

our rich literary heritage, whilst also reading a wide range of exciting, relevant, 

contemporary texts. You will have plenty of opportunities to express your creativity 

through composing fiction and non-fiction texts, performing speeches, and either 

designing or analysing media campaigns.  
 

Experts agree that all good writers read. Thus, a reminder to all parents/carers to 

encourage reading at home. A large selection of books is available in our library for free, 

so please encourage your child to use this great facility! Any reading you can encourage 

your child to do at home regularly, non-fiction or fiction, is proven to have a positive impact 

on literacy skills.  
 

“Read a thousand books, and your words will flow like a river.” - Lisa See 
 

Keep an eye out for trips, extra-curricular opportunities and competitions!  
 

Deb8 Club, Creative Writing Club and Public Speaking Club return this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 

Welcome back to what will be an exciting new year for the English department. There will 

be many amazing opportunities for pupils to get involved in such as theatre trips, clubs 

and competitions.  
 

Firstly, Bedrock Vocabulary was launched last year during Term 5 and has been an 

incredibly successful programme in helping to enhance the vocabulary of Key Stage Three 

pupils. Pupils will continue to use the programme as part of their Library lessons and 

English homework.  
 

Additionally, we will be celebrating National 

Poetry Day on Thursday, 3rd October where 

pupils will be exposed to a range of modern 

and traditional poetry linked to the theme of 

Truth. Pupils will be encouraged to enter 

their own poetry into a competition to win 

prizes and House Points. 
 

A reminder for Year 7 pupils to hand in their Extreme Reading photographs 

and postcards to their English teacher in their first few English lessons. We 

will look forward to judging and displaying the best extreme reading 

photographs as a department. 
 

Finally, don't forget to listen out for the Word of the Week in tutor time and 

use it appropriately in your lessons to be awarded a House Point. 
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Key Stage 4  

Welcome back, Years 10 and 11! The department are very pleased and proud to report that, 

once again, leavers achieved excellent results in both English Language and Literature this 

year. We are delighted to see the hard work and dedication of our pupils, teachers and 

parents leading to such success. Well done to all involved. We’re looking forward to a busy 

and fun-filled term in the English department. 
 

Year 10, you are beginning your new GCSE course. Please come in 

with big smiles and an eagerness to learn! You will be starting with 

Macbeth so be prepared for madness, deceit and treachery on a 

Monday morning...  
 

Year 11, make sure you start your revision early as there are many 

different topics to know for your exams. If you need any help with revision strategies or 

timetables just let us know. Keep re-reading your set texts as you need to know them inside 

out for your literature exams. Quote-learning should be in full swing, along with key 

terminology. You can find your keywords on the Google Drive and your teachers will share 

them with you again at the start of this year. The online folder of revision resources will be 

shared with you including keywords, padlets, videos and other hidden gems. Parents, as 

always, we are extremely grateful for your ongoing support. You will be informed 

immediately if we would like your child to attend a support or intervention session with the 

department. Please be aware that some intervention takes place within lesson time and 

proves to be hugely successful. Any assistance at home in helping your child to learn 

keywords and quotations is much appreciated. Combined Language and Literature Revision 

guides are available in A1 for a reduced price of £5. Specific text guides can be purchased 

from most bookshops and online.  
 

Date for your diary: a theatre trip to see ‘Blood 

Brothers’ on Friday, 15th November. Please see 

your English teachers for more details. 
 

The English Department wish you all a happy new 

school year! 
  

Mrs Niitsoo and the English Team 
 

Maths News 
 

2019 Results Successes: We would like to pass on our congratulations to last year’s Year 11 cohort 

who left the school with a great set of Mathematics results. We were particularly pleased to see a 

significant increase in the percentage of female pupils attaining the highest grades. There were also 

great success stories at the other end of the grade spectrum with many pupils who had struggled with 

the subject throughout their time at St Richard’s leaving with the grades required to access their 

chosen college courses. Well done to these pupils for persevering; you got the results that your efforts 

deserved! We look forward to starting the final run-in with our new Year 11 cohort in September. 

Watch this space for details of intervention sessions that are coming soon. Remember that you have a 

mini mock exam in the third full week back, week beginning Monday, 23rd September (a preparation 

homework was set by Mr Rome on MathsWatch) and a full set of GCSE exam papers as part of your 

November mock exams. If you have any questions regarding these exams then please do contact your 

child’s class teacher, Mr Rome or Mr Massey, our new Key Stage 4 Coordinator for Mathematics. 
 

Getting Ready for Maths Lessons: Please ensure that you are ready for your 

Maths lessons at the start of this academic year by bringing the correct equipment 

and the correct attitude to your lessons. You must have a pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, 

scientific calculator, protractor and a pair of compasses with you for every lesson. 
 a protractor 
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Year 7 pupils will take an assessment in their second Maths lesson. We will use their 

results from this assessment, their Maths SATs result and their performance in 

class to set pupils from the third full week of term 1. If you have any questions 

regarding this process please do contact your child’s class teacher or Miss Kent, Key 

Stage 3 Coordinator for Mathematics. 
 

Regarding calculators, I personally prefer any Casio model similar 

to the pictures shown but Sharp also produce a good model. 
 

Mathematics is a tough GCSE and you should expect to struggle in some lessons. 

Please be prepared to work hard in Maths lessons, to make mistakes (we all do!) 

and then learn from them. That struggling feeling is you going out of your 

comfort zone and learning new things. Keep persevering and eventually you will 

master the concepts that you initially struggled with.  
 

Year 10 Maths Trip – Friday, 20th September 2019: Miss Machin is 

organising a trip on this day to a Mathematics Enrichment Day run by the 

Further Mathematics Support Programme at Sussex University. Pupils will 

take part in a carousel of workshops including 

‘The hidden Maths of Alice in Wonderland’ and 

will also receive a keynote speech on 

cryptography, the art of code making and 

breaking. We wish all attendees an enjoyable 

and productive day! 
 

Maths Competition: In order to be successful at GCSE Maths you need to be a good problem solver. 

Start training now by having a go at the problem below. Although it may look complicated, it can be 

answered with maths knowledge gained from when you were at primary school. Think about how you 

might break the problem down into smaller pieces in order to start to understand it. If you would like 

to share your answer with me, please write it out on a piece of paper with your name on and hand it to 

me in C1. There will be a prize for the 

most impressive answer.  
 

 

  (Problem taken from Plus magazine) 
 

I wish you every success with Mathematics this year. Please do get in touch with your 

child’s class teacher if you have any questions regarding Maths lessons. 
 

Mr Jacobs (Assistant Principal & Subject Leader for Mathematics) 
 

RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

Firstly, we welcome Mrs Cross, our new RE teacher to St Richard’s. She has taught at a few schools in our Diocese, 

bringing with her a wealth of experience; she will make a great addition to the RE department. 
 

Our Year 11 leavers performed amazingly in the summer exams. As a department, we are extremely proud of them 

and all the hard work and effort they put into their RE exams. The RE results were 88% grades 9-4, 74% grades 5-9 

and 39% grades 7-9. These fantastic results should inspire and motivate our current Year 11 pupils to achieve amazing 

results next year. 
 

Our new Year 7 pupils will start the term with a topic called “New Beginnings.” In this 

topic they will learn about the Bible, Church and the Mass.  They will also visit St. Mary 

Magdalene’s Church (Bexhill) to see what is in a Church and what happens in a Church. 

They will receive more details about this visit during their RE lessons. 
 

a pair of 

compasses 

(and a 

pencil) 
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Year 8 will start the year with a topic called “Roots.”  This topic will cover Church history. 

They will learn about how Christianity has changed and developed from Jesus’ resurrection to 

today. This will include the Crusades, Reformation and the different denominations. 
 

Year 9 will start their journey through Mark’s Gospel. They will start by 

discovering who Mark was and why he wrote the Gospel. They will even 

investigate the evidence of Jesus’ existence.  This work will lead into learning about the 

identity of Jesus. 
 

The Year 10 pupils will start the new GCSE RE course. They will be learning about 

Catholic beliefs.  This will cover the trinity, creation and life after death.  
 

Year 11 will continue with their GCSE course. They will start the year 

with a unit called “Arguments for God’s existence.” This work will cover 

some previous work they learnt in Year 8 during the Philosophy unit they studied. The unit 

will cover the problem of evil, the design and cosmological argument for God’s existence. 
 

Mrs Mead, Subject Leader for RE  
 

Science Department News 
Congratulations to the Year 11 cohort 2018-19 who improved on the previous year’s science results by 
achieving 65% with at least 2 grade 5s and 77% with at least 2 grade 4s. William Brown, Christian Whiteley 
and Eleanne Robinson were awarded straight 9s which is an exceptional achievement. We wish all of them 
well in their future endeavours. 

 

We welcome Mr Filsell to the department (left) who we are sure will make a huge impact on 
science teaching in the school. 
 

Year 7 and 8 enjoyed their collaborative work in Term 6 with Year 7 completing the Pirate 
project and Year 8 carrying out the Forensics project. There were some truly imaginative 
designs as well as in depth science research. 
Congratulations to Liliana Kuprowska on winning the 
Year 7 Pirate project, with runners up, Enzo Trajano and 
Crystalina Gemmell-Smith.  

Congratulations to Kelly Curtis for winning the Year 8 Forensics Project 
and correctly identifying the murderer of the OFSTED inspector. Runners 
up were: Zoe Pisani-Cleland and Pearl Herriott.  
 

Radio Club: Last academic year, pupils in Radio Club studied the following areas (factual lessons): 
interference, power equations, ohms law, limitations of a radio licence, receivers and transmitters, feeders, 
antennas, radio safety, Morse code, history of radio, call signs for individuals and countries.  
Practical work: Building electronics kits e.g. electronic Christmas tree decorations, soldering components 
onto simple circuit boards; learning to use two-way radio with appropriate messages by sending clues about 
location of items around the school and using a large radio to transmit to other radio users in different 
countries (amateur radio enthusiasts). 
Exam: At the end of the summer term, all members of the club took an 
external exam for a Foundation Radio Licence. pass rate this year was 40%. 
So some pupils now have an official government Foundation Radio Licence 
and can broadcast legally around the world 
STEMFest: Some members of the Radio Club attended STEMFest where 
they had the opportunity to show pupils from other schools how to operate a 
radio, so as to communicate with other radio enthusiasts around the world.  
 

Astronomy GCSE: The Year 9 group sat their GCSE astronomy in the 
Summer and 56% of them achieved at least grade 4 with 4 pupils achieving a Grade 7 or better. For most, 
this was their first experience of a public exam designed for candidates of 16 years or older. The pupils have 
performed exceptionally considering the demands of this course. 
 

***** Extra-Curricular Science Activities ***** 
 

St Richard’s Electronics Club - Wednesdays 3.30 – 5.00 pm in Lab 4. Learn about electronics. Solder 
your own kits. New members welcome. 
Young Investigators - Thursday lunchtimes in Lab 7. Hands on practical science fun for Year 7. 
St Richard’s Science STEM research project with Dr Littlejohns 
 

Future Trips: Herstmonceux Observatory trip on Thursday, 5th December 2019.           
Mr Tadros, Science Subject Leader 
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Congratulations to Year 11 for their hard work and wonderful results in languages. 
Congratulations from Mrs Scott and Mrs Landa to the first Year 11 Spanish cohort on their well-
deserved exam results. We are proud of you! ¡Enhorabuena! 

 

Welcome back to school! Bonne rentrée! Bienvenidos! Willkommen zurück in der 
Schule!  The MFL department is delighted to welcome you back to school for a 
new academic year. We do hope that you have all had a wonderful holiday and are 
coming back raring to go. There are lots of activities to look out for and get 
involved in over the coming weeks and months. 
 

MFL Club will run every Monday lunchtime in B14 (French), B5 (German) and B13 (Spanish) from 
1:00-1:30pm. Come and join us for fun activities to help you practise the languages and discover 
more about the culture in a fun and relaxed environment. The clubs will be run by Year 10 pupils 
and there will be a variety of games and fun quizzes created by them. You don’t have to be learning 
the language of the club to come along and take part. Why not come along? We are sure you’ll enjoy 
yourselves. 
 

SPANISH 
In Spanish, Year 10 were given some summer work to keep their language 
learning fresh and ready for the challenges of Year 11. Here is the summer 
“menu” of choices to give an idea of the variety of “dishes” that they are 
expected to have “eaten” 
 

Menú del Verano: Make sure that you eat healthily from the menu. When you are proud of your 
balanced diet of choices, reward yourself with one of the treats included in the folder. Do not 
starve and do not binge at the last minute. 
 

PRIMER PLATO (aprende de memoria) 
* High frequency words (handout in folder) 
* Verb tenses: regular and irregular ( handout  in folder)  
SEGUNDO PLATO (Todo está en Pupil Drive) 
* A page from Al Ritmo magazine  
* Role play from one of the themes 
* Photo card from one of the themes 
POSTRE 
* General Conversation practice: One theme  
BEBIDAS 
* This is language: Videos 922, 1034, 1154, 1274, 1566, 2920 
Watch the videos, write out the questions (print the transcripts also), and write out 
 4 sentences that you can use yourself. 

 

GERMAN 
Summer postcards for Miss Auzinger or Miss Tester about your summer holidays in German should 
be dropped off to either B5/B4 by the end of Friday, 20th September so that we can award prizes!  
A new year, a new start. Viel Glück und viel Erfolg to all our year groups and especially to Years 10 
and 11. We are always here to help you reach your potential and are behind you all the way! 
Remember: Übung macht den Meister as the saying goes!  
 

 
 

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 



27 

FRENCH 
In French, Year 11 pupils should get ready for the challenges of the year ahead by practising 
listening skills on “thisislanguage” website. Furthermore, to get yourself in a good position for the 
speaking mock exam that will arrive upon us quickly, keep practising the tenses of the 10 key verbs 
we gave you at the end of Year 10 as well as your speaking conversations.  
Tips on how to be a top language learner:  

● Learn and revisit the vocabulary   
● Practise the verbs and tenses 
● Review and practise the grammar 
● Visit language websites to listen and read in the language 

 

你好 Year 8 Mandarin Chinese 
Following the positive response from the twenty-six pupils who took part in the Mandarin Chinese 
taster lesson last term, we will be starting the weekly video-conference lessons every Thursday 3.15 
- 4.15pm in B14 beginning on 19th September. If any pupil in Year 8 missed the trial lesson but would 
like to take part, please see Miss Chong by Monday, 16th September at the latest. Equally, if 
anybody who took part in the trial can no longer take part, please let me know so your place can 
be given to someone else. We look forward to reporting back on what we have all learnt from our 
Chinese teacher in Beijing in the next newsletter! 

 

We are going to celebrate European Day of Languages on 
Thursday, 26th September. Pupils in Year 8, 9 and 10 will have the 
wonderful experience of discovering a different language or skill 
to what they normally learn as they will have a taster session in 
either Russian, Latin, Chinese, Esperanto, sign language or 
Japanese calligraphy. 

 

After the European day of languages, our first big event of the year is the annual visit from our 
German partner school the ‘Hollenburg Gymnasium’ on Friday, 27th September. We look forward 
to giving them a St. Richard’s welcome!  

 

The Spanish Department are very excited 
about the annual Barcelona trip from 24th 
until 29th October. This time, 33 Year 9 
pupils will have the opportunity to visit 
iconic places such as Montserrat, La 
Sagrada Familia and Port Aventura!  

 

Year 8 studying German will shortly receive some information about the annual 
visit to the Christmas market in Aachen which takes place at the end of Term 
2. This is a great way to practise your German and a chance to do your 
Christmas shopping!  
 

French trip to Normandy in 2020 
Many thanks to all those pupils who returned reply slips and deposits at the 
end of last term to take part in this year’s residential trip to Normandy in April 
2020. We have been delighted by the positive response in what we know will be 
such a rewarding experience for the pupils. There are a handful of remaining places so if you are 
in Year 8 or Year 9 and are interested, please see Miss Chong for more details and a letter as soon 
as possible. More information about the trip for all those who have signed up will follow this term. 
 

Year 10 trip to Dunkerque  
Year 10 will be given the opportunity to develop their French language skills whilst discovering the 
French culture in the seaside resort town of Dunkerque during our weekend trip in July.  



28 

There is a specific word in French for the day the pupils go back to school. It is called 
“la rentrée” meaning the going back to school.  
 

In Germany, a child's first day at school is celebrated with a 'Schultüte'. Pupils receive 
a large cone filled with all sorts of treats, stationery, etc... to celebrate this special 
occasion.  

 

Spanish tongue twister and a play on words. Try to say this fast and work out what it means too! 
Me han dicho 
que has dicho un dicho, 
un dicho que he dicho yo. 
Ese dicho que te han dicho 
que yo he dicho, no lo he dicho; 
y si yo lo hubiera dicho, 
estaría muy bien dicho 
por haberlo dicho yo. 
 

Miss Chong, Mrs Scott & Miss Auzinger 

History Department News 
Congratulations to our Year 11 cohort 2018-19 on their fantastic GCSE 
results. We are delighted with your overall achievement of 84% grade 4 and above, 
69% grade 5 and above and 36% grade 7 and above. You should all be very proud! 
 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY 
Welcome back to all our Key Stage 3 pupils, we hope you have enjoyed a restful summer and are 
ready to undertake some exciting History this year. Year 7 will begin with an enquiry into how 
Saxon England was conquered. Year 8 will make links with the Classical world and Renaissance 
to consider: what really turned the world upside down? Year 9 will cover Slavery and Civil Rights 
in their first unit, titled USA: Land of the Free?    
 

GCSE HISTORY 
Year 10: Welcome back to our new GCSE Year 10 classes. This new term will begin with a recap 
and final assessment of American West before moving on to our second unit Medicine in Britain 
1250-present day.  This is a fantastic unit that charts the progress and regress of medicine through 
time. If pupils would like to prepare for this unit then we recommend reading Roy Porter’s ‘Blood 
and Guts’ or watching ‘Medicine Through Time’ Bitesize Revision which can be found on 
YouTube. Year 10 have already made a fantastic start to their GCSE course and it is important 
that pupils now continue to recap and revise the first unit that we have studied, the American 
West. 
 

Year 11: Welcome back Year 11, we hope you had a restful summer and are ready for your final 
year at St Richard’s. This term we will begin studying our final unit of the course, Weimar and 
Nazi Germany. There are numerous films, documentaries and books around this topic and we 
know you will find it fascinating. See your teacher for a full list of complementary resources.  
History intervention sessions will begin this term and are held on a Friday from 3.20-3.50pm.  
We hope to see many, if not all of you, there! It is vital Year 11 that you are motivated, organised 
and on top of your work.  Revision should and can start now! 
 

GCSE History Textbooks: As always, History textbooks will be available to buy through school 
this year, however if you would like to purchase yours independently the following texts will be 
used this term: 
Year 10:  Edexcel GCSE 9-1 History Medicine Through Time, c1250-present. ISBN 
9781292127378 
Year 11:  Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939. ISBN 9781292127347 
 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History (mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com) 
 

mailto:mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com
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**Keep up to date with all the latest Geography news with @StRichardsGeog on Twitter!** 
 

The department wishes everyone a welcome return and look forward to hearing about any travels both local 
and far flung that pupils may have made in the summer holidays. We would like to congratulate last year’s 
Year 11 who achieved 83% grade 4+ in Geography with 35% achieving grades 7-9: These grades equate to 
20% above the national average in this subject. Pupils worked very hard in the new challenging exams and 
deserve their results. We wish them every success in the future. 
 

We welcome trainee teacher, Mr Williams, to the department and look forward to his 
sharing all his ideas and experiences with us and the pupils. 
 

A new course … BTEC Travel and Tourism is being launched this year. We are really excited 
about this new opportunity for our Year 10 pupils and are sure they will be creating a long 
list of fantastic destinations to visit in the coming years! If you are involved in the Travel and Tourism sector, 
please get in touch with Mrs Akrasi (mrsakrasic@strichardscc.com) to see how you could support us. 
 

If you have any concerns about your child in Geography, please do not hesitate to contact their teacher – 
Mrs Akrasi, Mrs Massey or Mrs Hoyle. In the meantime, we look forward to teaching your child and meeting 
you at Parents’ Evening or other school events. 
 

Get involved! Do you love Geography? Join Geography Club or become the Eco Rep for your 
form! We need you! In Geography Club we will be cleaning our local area and beach 
regularly; making paper and reusable food wrap and much, much more! Get involved. 
Details coming soon. The Eco Reps this year are working towards a more sustainable future 
for the school. Get involved and see the school change for the better as a result of your 
ideas, petitions and commitment.  
 

Best Recycling School in East Sussex: We are currently recycling milk bottle tops (with a 2 
or 4 in the triangle), batteries, paper and plastic. There will be 
more items outlined in the coming year so watch this space as 
we seek to improve our society and environment for future generations.  
 

 
Teaching topics for the year ahead and useful websites: The following topics will be taught this year and 
we have signposted websites that you may find useful in supporting your child: 

Year  Topics Useful websites to help your child 

7 Rivers 

Our world & local area 

Kenya 

OS map skills https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/  
KS3 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg 

8 Our coastal environment 
Brazil 
Understanding 
development issues 

KS3 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg  
Learn on the internet 
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.html  

9 Plate tectonics 

Understanding Asia 

Ice on the Land 

Geography in the News http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-
35/plate-tectonics-overview/ks3/  
Top Marks 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=4&p=5  

10 Urban Life 

Weather and Ecosystems 

Fieldwork 

Get revising https://getrevising.co.uk/resources/level/gcse/subjects/geography  
GCSE Geography http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/  

11 Weather and climate 

Decision Making Paper 
Revision 

KS4 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/  
GCSE Geography http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/  

 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography  

https://twitter.com/StRichardsGeog
mailto:mrsakrasic@strichardscc.com
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.html
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-overview/ks3/
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-overview/ks3/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=4&p=5
https://getrevising.co.uk/resources/level/gcse/subjects/geography
http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/


30 

ART DEPARTMENT 

The Art Department were incredibly pleased with their 
outstanding GCSE results this year. Both Fine Art and 
Art Craft and Design results were excellent. The best 
set of results we have ever achieved, with 100% of 
the cohort gaining a 5 or above and only one pupil 
achieving a 5. Our grades are well above the national 
average and the percentage of grades at 7, 8 and 9 
are exceptional. Every pupil in Fine Art achieved a 9. Overall, the Department achieved Eleven 9s, Two 8s, 
Six 7s, Seven 6s, and One 5. It was an excellent body of work of an incredibly high standard as the displays 
around the college demonstrates. Well done to all our Year 11 GCSE Art leavers for their hard work and 
excellent commitment.  
 

We always place a strong focus on Good to Outstanding 
work in all areas. Our Year 9 pupils really enjoyed the 
Ian Murphy workshop at the end of last term. It 
established a highly professional work ethic amongst 
those going on to study Art at GCSE. Ian spoke highly of 
our pupils at the Saturday teacher workshop too. Our 
Year 10 pupils took part in a drawing workshop at the 
newly refurbished Hasting’s Contemporary Art Gallery 
with excellent results.  
 

I returned to even more good news at the start of term. I 
received a letter from The Royal Navy & Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund which read, ‘Dear Mr Peachment, thank 
you for participating in our Art Competition. We had over 
1000 entries and the standard was extremely high. We 
have been so impressed by the standard of work that has 
been entered by your pupils.’ Mimi Luscombe came first 
in her category and was overall winner in the over 12 age 
group. Lexine Banuelos came first and Ember Hughes 
came second in their category. Gabrielle Ward and Talia 
Cahill received a special mention. I will hand out prizes 
and certificates in the relevant assemblies shortly. Well 
done. 

Keep creating!  
 

Mr Peachment, Art Subject Leader  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Drawing Workshop 

Year 9 Ian Murphy Workshop 
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The Performing Arts Team are already planning some exciting opportunities for the year ahead to support 
the work in our curriculum. Here is a small taster of things to come this term and a look back at the end of 
the year past. Enjoy!  
 

Events 
Bugsy Malone: Bugsy Malone 2019 will 
certainly be one to remember! Not only did 
our Summer show smash all current records 
in terms of numbers of pupils involved and 
audience figures - but it proved itself to be 
one of the messiest and craziest shows we 
have ever staged! It was such a joy to be a 
part of, and as a Performing Arts faculty we 
would like to say a huge thank you to every 
single person who contributed to make it 
such a success. With nearly 100 pupils on 
stage, and over 20 pupils in the orchestra, 
backstage and production teams - we were 
overwhelmed with the enthusiasm and 
commitment shown. Thank you also to all 
parents and carers who helped provide 
costumes, make-up and props (and got 
everyone to all the rehearsals on time!). The 
summer show seems to be getting bigger 
and better every year and has become a real 
highlight of our extra-curricular calendar.  
 

Please remember, if you want to be involved 
in the Summer production next year, we are 
looking for pupils who show commitment to 
the Performing Arts - so get involved in clubs 
as soon as you can and come and show us 
your talents and passions. There was a 
record number of auditionees this year and 
it was very hard to select the cast; however 
it’s so exciting that so many want to be 
involved. There are many roles within a 
production that don’t include performing on stage, so if you’re a budding costume designer or you quite like 
the idea of making posters and selling tickets - we need you too! 

 
Future Events 
National Theatre Connections Festival: We have now had our place in this national 

festival confirmed and Ms Whelan is currently choosing a brand new script for our school 
to perform at The Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury early next year. She will be on the 
lookout for budding actors of all years and abilities to take a role in the cast so if you are 
interested please make sure you look out for information and you come and see Ms 
Whelan or Mrs Dunster in the Drama Studio as soon as possible.  
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Bollo Sound Workshop: The music department are very excited about this new project which will be taking 
place in October. Rehearsals and performances will take place at St Richard’s and will include participation 
from two of our feeder schools. Myself and Ms Mason will be looking out for any new Year 7 pupil who 
impresses us with their commitment to music over the next few weeks. This project will involve 30 Year 7 
pupils. Here is a little bit about the workshops. Bollo Sound and Vision aims to: 
Research and develop new ways to engage audiences in East Sussex with new approaches to creativity, 
featuring Gambian music and dance crossed with English graphical drawing as a way to interpret musical 
scores and movement. 
Pupils will learn about the tribal music of Gambia and look in depth at music from one particular tribe. They 
will learn about the music and traditions of the tribe and create their own performance using a tribal song. 
As a result of the project, pupils will: 

 Develop their understanding of African tribes and tribal music 

 Experience African tribal music through a cross-arts practical experience 

 Create their own performance of a piece 

 Share and collaborate with others, within their own school and other schools 
 

Trinity Laban: This year the dance department will again be receiving additional support from Trinity Laban. 

Pupils will also be given the opportunity to audition for their CAT scheme. This is a scheme that offers young 
people, who have exceptional talent and potential in dance, the opportunity to take part in a training session 
which can lead to selection to attend Laban’s open day and an audition. It is a national programme, funded 
by the Department of Education, and we currently have 5 pupils attending, with Amelia Allen joining them this 
month. All the pupils took part in the end of year show at Trinity Laban on 13th and 14th July performing 
pieces from world renowned choreographers including Wayne McGregor, resident choreographer with the 
Royal Ballet. Well done to the following pupils: Zack Appleyard, Matt Cordell, Edward Pepper, Noah Burrows 
and Bailey Vice.  
 

Dance Company Auditions: Auditions for The Dance Company this year will be taking place after school 

on Wednesday, 19th September in the hall. To audition all you need to do is attend. Don’t worry if you haven’t 
had any dance training, Mrs Knight will be looking for all kinds of dancers and personalities; all you need is 
energy, commitment and enthusiasm. Auditions will run from 3.20pm until 4.10pm. If you are successful, 
regular rehearsals will be held after school and you will need to commit to attending all rehearsals.  
 

Mrs Knight is currently working on new choreography and preparing for performances both within school and 
in the community. Dates for all events will be made available shortly. We are delighted to inform you that the 
dance department will be holding a dance showcase in March which will include: The Dance Company, BTEC 
pupils and pupils from KS3. Look out for details in future newsletters.   
 

Trips 
Rigoletto at Glyndebourne (22nd October) Suitable for Year 9 
upwards: This trip is a must for any pupil interested in taking/ or already 
on the music GCSE course. Operas are an amazing spectacle and 
provide an opportunity to experience and gain an immersive insight into 
the composition techniques and timbres used by the composer to 
achieve different emotions and changes of mood. Being able to identify 
the different instruments of an orchestra, the range of voices employed 
and different musical devices is an essential skill required for the final 
listening and appraising paper. This opportunity provides an incredible 
day out whilst developing essential listening skills. 
‘The Duke has it all: money, power, looks, and any woman he wants – any woman, that is, except Gilda, the 
innocent young daughter of hunchbacked jester Rigoletto. but when Gilda is kidnapped and seduced by his 
master, Rigoletto plots revenge – with tragic results.’ Verdi’s own favourite opera, Rigoletto is a tragedy of 
Shakespearean scope, a disturbing psychological portrait of a man caught in a corrupt world; an outsider in 
a system built on power and privilege. A dramatic score, heavy with menace, includes many of Verdi’s 
greatest tunes, including ‘La donna e mobile’. (https://www.glyndebourne.com/events/rigoletto/ ) 
 

Achievements and Results 

Music GCSE: A massive WELL DONE to our GCSE music class who achieved 100% 9-5 and 73% above 7 

this year. I cannot tell you how proud I am of you all and this overall result was very well deserved. I wish you 
all the best for the future.  
 

Music Exams: Congratulations to Alastair Rey who gained a distinction for his Grade 8 piano, an incredible 
achievement! Kunashe Makwiramiti achieved a distinction for her Grade 1 piano. 
 

https://www.glyndebourne.com/events/rigoletto/
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Drama GCSE: Huge congratulations to the Year 11 pupils who received a 93% 4-9 pass rate in their GCSE 
drama this year - we are so proud and the results really reflect how hard you all worked! We wish you every 
success in the future.  
 

Epsom Festival: Congratulations to Millie White who had great success at the Epsom 

Dance Festival over the summer. Millie was runner up South England Senior Tap Champion, 
Aggregate winner for her age group, 6 Firsts, 9 Seconds and 3 Thirds - a fantastic 
achievement. On 13th October she will be competing in the World Cabaret Performer Finals 
in Blackpool, Good luck, Millie!  
 

Congratulations to Evie Dawes who performed at The White Rock Hastings Summer Youth 
Project in their production of Chitty, Chitty Bang Bang during August. 
 

White Rock Theatre Performance: Leo Jones (9U) is back on stage again in October. He will be performing 
in ‘The King and I’ at The White Rock Theatre, in Hastings from October 23rd to 26th. Leo will star as ‘Louis 
Leonowens’, the son of the famous governess Anna. Eliza Brown, Year Ten, will also take part in the 
production, playing a royal wife. Leo said: “I am really excited to be a part of this classic musical, and to be 
performing at a venue like The White Rock. This musical is full of catchy songs, drama, and lavish costumes. 
I hope lots of pupils and their families will come and see it!” Tickets are available now 
at https://whiterocktheatre.org.uk/Online/tickets-the-king-and-i-hastings-2019. 
 

Performing Arts Clubs 

 8.15am - 9.00am 1.00pm - 1.30pm 3.15pm - 4.00pm 

Monday  Year 7 Drama Club 
(Drama Studio) 

The Staves (Mu1) 
 

Dance Company (Hall) 

Tuesday  Vocal Rehearsals 
1.10pm - 1.40pm 

(Mu2) 

GCSE Drama Boost 
(Drama Studio) 

 

Dance Company (Hall) 
 

Year 10  GCSE Music Boost 
(Mu1 & Mu2) 

Wednesday  Year 7 Music Club 
(Mu1) 

Choir (Mu2) 
 

Dance Company (Hall) 

Thursday The Staves 
(Mu1) 

 BTEC PA Boost  (Dance Studio) 
 

Advanced Drama Club (Drama Studio) 

Friday  Studio Skills 
(Mu1) 

Boys Dance Company (Hall) 
 

Friday Night Live 
(Mu1 & Mu2 until 5pm) 

Drama Clubs 

 Year 7 (Monday lunch): This is a fun and active club run by Ms Whelan specifically for Year 7, and is a 
great way of making friends and developing new skills. 

 Advanced Drama Club (Thursday after school): This is a slightly more challenging club for Years 8-10 
run by Mrs Dunster, where we devise and rehearse 
drama for liturgical events, and where we develop 
specific acting skills.  

 Drama Stars (Rehearsal time TBC): This is a 
selected group of pupils who will be working on a 
play for entry into the National Theatre Connections 
Festival for performance at the Marlowe Theatre in 
Canterbury. Look out for further information! 

 GCSE Drama Boost: This is a drop in ‘clinic’ run by 
Mrs Dunster for all Year 10 and 11 pupils who need 
support with any aspect of the course, whether it be 
extra rehearsal, revision or just a chat.  

 

The Performing Arts Team  

https://whiterocktheatre.org.uk/Online/tickets-the-king-and-i-hastings-2019
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Computing News 
Online Safety Policy – please ensure you read our Online Safety Policy, which can be found on the school 
website at: https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/ 
 

Screen Time Concerns 
 Among Parents 

 ‘fighting for their children’s attention’ 
More than a third of parents have admitted they are 

competing against gadgets when it comes to getting their 
children’s attention, according to a survey.  

Almost four in 10 of mothers and fathers (37%) said they have 
to “fight for their attention” against excessive screen time, as 
they struggle to detach children from watching videos online, 
playing games and using social media. 

A similar number (36%) believe their child is not playing outside enough, while nearly a quarter (22%) think 
it is holding them back from making real friends. The research, involving 2,000 UK parents of four to 16-year-
olds, comes amid increased concerns about how long young people spend in front of devices, with 67% of 
parents indicating that they are worried their child is spending too much time online. 
 

What parents can do to combat the problem: 
Dr Linda Papadopoulos, ambassador for Internet Matters, said that “balance is key” and parents should get 
more involved with children’s online activities to make it easier to influence what they do in their digital world. 
https://www.itv.com/news/2019-09-03/screen-time-concerns-among-parents-fighting-for-their-childrens-attention/ 
 

Technostress: how social media keeps us coming back for more even when it 
makes us unhappy 
 
If you ever find yourself looking forward to a holiday because 
you’ll be able to switch off your smartphone then perhaps you’re 
suffering from social media “technostress”. 

  
The constant stream of messages, updates and content that 
social media apps deliver right to our pockets can sometimes 
feel like a social overload, invading your personal space and 
obliging you to reply in order to maintain friendships. 
 
You’d think an obvious response to this problem would be to 

stop using our devices or deleting the apps. However, recently published research shows that, when faced 
with this pressure, many of us end up digging deeper and using our phones more frequently, often 
compulsively or even addictively. 

Such diversions sound harmless at first. However, they can suck you into a never ending loop of social media 
technostress and social media diversion that keeps you stuck on the source of your stress. This can even form 
a symptom of addiction, where you constantly look for a short-term fix from the very thing that is causing 
you long-term problems. Alarmingly, it has been found that the more you use social media, the more likely 
you are to do this. 

What to do to prevent technostress:  
The first step to tackling this kind of reaction is awareness. If we can become more aware of all the different 
ways we behave on social media, we will be more likely to separate the harmful effects from the more benign 
ones, and so avoid using it in a harmful way. 

So the next time you’re feeling technostress from social media, it might be better to put your phone down 
altogether rather than seeking refuge even deeper in your apps. Otherwise, before you know it, you may have 
spent minutes or even hours of “dead” time doing nothing other than flitting from one function to another in 
order to divert yourself. 

https://theconversation.com/technostress-how-social-media-keeps-us-coming-back-for-more-even-when-it-
makes-us-unhappy-121071 
 

https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/
https://www.itv.com/news/2019-09-03/screen-time-concerns-among-parents-fighting-for-their-childrens-attention/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/isj.12068
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/isj.12169
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/isj.12253
https://theconversation.com/digital-addiction-how-technology-keeps-us-hooked-97499
https://theconversation.com/technostress-how-social-media-keeps-us-coming-back-for-more-even-when-it-makes-us-unhappy-121071
https://theconversation.com/technostress-how-social-media-keeps-us-coming-back-for-more-even-when-it-makes-us-unhappy-121071
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Library News 
 

I thought I would start the new academic year by welcoming our new Year 7 pupils, and by reminding 
everyone of all the great things we do and all the great opportunities available in the Library. Your School 
Library can help you in your studies with fiction, non-fiction and reference books. We have lots of books to 
read for fun and we rent out DVDs. There are computers for you to use for homework and research. Our 
pupil librarians are here at break and lunch times to help you find what you need.   
We are Open 8:30-4:30 Monday-Thursday and 8:30-3:30 Friday   
 

Opportunity to help your school!  
are running a new scheme to 
boost books and reading in 
schools. Just visit their website, 

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk for some amazing 
books at really nice prices!  
 

DEAR Campaign  
In support of the English Department 
and the ‘Drop Everything and Read’ 
campaign, I would like to remind everyone that they need never be without a book! With 
the Library situated in the centre of the school, open from 8:30am until 4:30pm most 
days, including break and lunch time, you have access to endless hours of reading 

enjoyment.  
 

Banned Book Week - September 23rd-28th will be celebrated in the Library with a display of books (and films 
inspired by books) which were subject to controversy and banned. Not all 
books were banned in the UK – many have fallen foul of the American 
‘Bible Belt’, including the works of JK Rowling. George Orwell was banned 
in the McCarthy era, due to his political beliefs. Whilst not all books are 
suitable for children, and we can guide their reading, we should defend 
to the utmost an adult’s right to read anything at all.  

 
Shop-in-a-Box Pupils new to the school will be pleased to know that the library carries a small range of cost 
price stationery, helping to ensure that every child has access to affordable school kit.               

 Pens, Ballpoint - Blue/Black/Red/Green  15p 

 Pens, Handwriting - blue/black   20p 

 Purple pens      25p 

 Highlighters     28p 

 Pencils      12p   

 Glue Sticks      30p 

 Pencil Sharpeners     10p 

 Erasers     15p 

 Rulers – long/short      20p/15p 

 Colour Pencils, set of 12     60p 

 Scissors (right or left handed)   32p 

 Sticky tape, roll     25p 

 Clear Pencil Cases      70p 

 Protractors     12p 

 Pair of compasses      32p 

 Plastic Exercise Book Covers – small/large  27p/35p 

 Geometry Sets     £2.00 

 Note pads      40p 

 Paperclips (10)     5p 

 Baby Stapler      £1.10 

 Staples, box of 5000     50p 
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 Poly pockets (10)     15p  

 In-ear headphones     £4.00 

 Blue reading logs     25p 

 Calculators     £10.00 

 Bibles     £14.00 

 Art Sketchbooks     £5.00  
 

UPDATE! Film Club News Film Club will commence this month on Monday, 16th 
and Tuesday, 17th September with a celebration of the early years of cinema 
inspired by the recent film ‘Stan & Ollie’, staring Steve Coogan and John C. 

Reilly. 
 

Book Quote of the Month – two to encourage all our new Year 7s…   
Maya Angelou, Author of ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’, said “I always felt if I can get to a Library, I’ll 
be OK.”, and research scientists at Emory University in America have confirmed that “Reading fiction makes 
your brain work better.”  
 

I look forward to seeing you all, and to helping you to find fantastic, enchanting, diverting and engrossing 
reading for the new school year!    
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian 
 
 

 

New 16-17 Year Old Saver for Rail Travel 
 

For travel from Monday 2nd September 2019 onwards, 16 or 17 year olds with the 16-17 Saver will be eligible 
for 50% off standard Anytime, Off-Peak, Advance and Season tickets. It is available for purchase for £30 
online at www.16-17saver.co.uk 
 
The 16-17 Saver has been designed to provide additional support for 16 and 17 year olds to use rail travel to 
support their education or when entering the workplace. 
  
For more details on the 16-17 Saver, please refer to www.16-17saver.co.uk 

 

 

Prep Club & Prep Club Plus 
Need somewhere quiet to complete homework? Why not come to Prep Club one or two nights a 

week? 
 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 
 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather than at 

home. 
 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 
 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available as well 

as plenty of books! 
    

School Uniform/Equipment Ordering 
A school uniform and equipment price list and order form can be viewed/downloaded on the school website at 
the following link: https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/ 
 

Uniform/equipment can also be ordered and paid for on-line using the following link (which can be found 
beneath the school uniform order form): https://www.scopay.com/login.html 
 

To use this on-line payment system you need to request login details from the Finance Office, if you have not 
already done so. Payments are processed securely through Worldpay. Please email: finance@strichardscc.com 
for login details.   
 

For September 2019, Year 7 pupils must order PE kit online from: www.yourschooluniform.com 
 

Uniform can also be purchased by pupils from Mrs O’Brien. Payment can be made by cash or cheque.   

http://gtrailway.benchurl.com/c/l?u=904907E&e=EB9B62&c=DA7F5&t=0&l=&email=XZWYR6lUU8c5lk5gAzf0%2BE11qrKkJKNnfMGPOVnZMlE%3D&seq=1
http://gtrailway.benchurl.com/c/l?u=9048FB8&e=EB9B62&c=DA7F5&t=0&l=&email=XZWYR6lUU8c5lk5gAzf0%2BE11qrKkJKNnfMGPOVnZMlE%3D&seq=1
http://gtrailway.benchurl.com/c/l?u=9048FB8&e=EB9B62&c=DA7F5&t=0&l=&email=XZWYR6lUU8c5lk5gAzf0%2BE11qrKkJKNnfMGPOVnZMlE%3D&seq=2
https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/
https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
http://www.yourschooluniform.com/
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Chaplaincy News 
 

On behalf of all the Chaplaincy team at St Richard’s, a very warm welcome to the new members 
of our college and the wider community, including our new pupils and staff members. I hope you 
had a good break over the summer and are feeling fit for the year ahead. There will be a lot 
happening in the coming months, so remember to look at the Liturgy Noticeboard in the Linkway 
corridor and read your newsletters! 
 

Liturgy Reps: Liturgy Reps play a very important part 
in the spiritual life of the school and I am looking 
forward to working with the newly elected Reps. At the 
end of last year we elected the new Liturgy Captain 
and Deputies. They were formally inducted at the end 
of year Mass. Our Liturgy Captain is Year 11 pupil, 
India-Cleo Stevens, ably assisted by Deputies: Merina 
Prakash, Rosemary Davis and Frieya Biju Ampalathattil. 
I will be having a meeting with them this week and 
hope to set up a plan for Liturgy Rep activities through the year.   
 

End of Year Mass - July 2019: Sadly, we were rained off for our final Mass of the year outdoors. 
We had to have two services indoors instead. All pupils involved rose to the challenge and two 
wonderful celebrations were had.  Our theme reminded us to take God with us on our holidays - 
not a bad thing to remember. At the end of each Mass we 
had the opportunity to bid a fond farewell to a number 
of staff and in our first Mass the exciting announcement 
of the new Head Boy and Head Girl. Congratulations to 
brother and sister duo – Maddie and Joe Baszczak. I look 
forward to working with you in the coming year, knowing 
you will represent the school well. Congratulations also 
to Hannah Chan and Benjamin Simmons elected as 
Deputies. Once again, wonderful music, song and dance 
were provided by the Performing Arts Department and 
my thanks to Ms Mason, Mrs Byrne, Mrs Knight and the 
choir, orchestra and Dance Company for their hard work preparing the Mass. Thanks also to Fr 
Tony and Fr Chris who came to celebrate the Mass for us. 
 
 

 
Year 6 Retreat: In July we invited some of our feeder primary schools: Sacred Heart, St Mary 
Magdalene and St Mary Star of the Sea into St Richard’s for a retreat day. It was lovely to get to 
know the pupils who were to join us in September. They rotated around various workshops with 
the Performing Arts department with the aim of creating a service for the end of the retreat. 
They engaged in liturgical dance, biblical drama, hymn singing and created prayer journals. 
Finally, Fr Chris led us in a service with the theme of going on a journey linked to their journey 
into Year 7.  
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St Thomas a Becket Year 6 Retreats: Again this year we 
supported St Thomas a Becket Year 6 pupils on their retreat 
days in Christ the King Church, Eastbourne. Year 10 Liturgy 
Reps, Hannah Chan and India-Cleo Stevens, joined me and 
helped lead workshops where we taught them sign-assisted 
hymn singing and created prayer journals. We were lucky 

enough to be able to join 
Fr Neil and the parish in 
their weekday Mass, 
where the children read 
and served, supported by Hannah and India, who got a chance 
to put some leadership skills into action.  
My thanks to Hannah and India for their enthusiasm and 
resourcefulness and to St Thomas a Becket for inviting us to 
take part.  Thank you to Fr Neil for the use of the church hall 
and parishioners for the BBQ lunch. 

 
Church Visits: The Year 7 Church visits to St Mary Magdalene’s Church in Bexhill take place during 
the first half of Term One. Please can parents/carers sign their son/daughter’s journals and 
indicate that they have permission to take part in these visits.  
 

Beginning of the Year Masses: Each year group attended 
Mass in school on their first day back and we were fortunate 
to have School Governor and Parish Priest, Fr Simon, to join 
us for all of these celebrations.  Fr Simon gave some very 

inspiring thoughts reminding 
all year groups that they are 
not just in St Richard’s to 
learn but also to develop 
spiritually and continue their 
faith journey. A great way to start the year reminding us that God 
is at the centre of everything we do in St Richard’s. My thanks to 
all who read served and sang, especially our brave new Year 7 who 
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volunteered on their first day, well done! My thanks to Mrs Byrne and Ms Mason and members of 
the Choir who provided the music for these services. 
 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils: Every Friday at 8.10am Mass is celebrated in room 
A3. All staff and pupils are warmly invited to attend. If you would like to take part by serving, 
reading, singing or helping with the Offertory, then let me know. If you have any 
intentions/prayers for the Mass please drop me an email.  
 

Eucharistic Minister Training: As usual training is offered to those who have received their 
Confirmation to become Extraordinary Ministers of Communion for the school. This will involve a 
training session after school. If you would like to do this training, please let Jo know. A sign-up 
sheet will be sent to Tutors in the coming week. This is a wonderful way for those recently 
confirmed to continue their commitment to the church, so please do consider it. 
 

Spectrum Bereavement Groups: St Richard’s is a ‘RAINBOWS’ school. This means that we offer 
a 10-week programme for pupils who have experienced a death, divorce or other painful transition 
in their family. The groups are called ‘Spectrum’ and meet for 50 minutes once a week during the 
school day. Huge thanks must go to Mrs Kelly, who was Co-ordinator for this group for 15 years. 
Following her retirement, Mrs Lea-White and Mrs Campbell will continue the groups and myself 
and two other staff will be undertaking training this term. If this is something which you feel 
would be suitable for your child, please email me on the address below. 
 

Finally, do feel free to get in touch with regard to any aspect of Chaplaincy, in person, by phone 
or by email. With every blessing for the year ahead, 
Jo Doyle 
(Lay Chaplain) 

☏ - 01424 -713107 Ext 126, ✉ - missdoylej@strichardscc.com 
 

 

PE Department News 
 

We look forward to delivering an extremely wide range of activities this year and encourage every 
pupil at St Richard's to make sure they involve themselves in our extra-curricular opportunities. We 
aim to provide a diverse range of competitive, creative, traditional and modern activities to meet all 
of our pupils’ needs. 
 

In addition to all of our new equipment in place in the new Sports Hall, soon we will also have brand 
new 11-a-side, 9-a-side and 6-a-side football goals in use on the field. Look out for gymnastics and 
trampolining in this year's PE curriculum and extra-curricular clubs. Mr Feery has extended our 
Basketball provision to Saturday mornings. Trampolining will be introduced from 1st December 
2019. 
 

Term One will include many football fixtures, netball fixtures, as well as other sporting events and 
opportunities that I look forward to reporting on in our next newsletter. 
 

P.E. DEPARTMENT CLUBS/PRACTICES (Term 1, 2019) 

 

Before 
School (8.00 

- 8:30am) 
Lunchtime After school 1 After school 2 

MONDAY 

 

FOOTBALL - Year 7 

Mr Dallaway 

(Sports Hall) 
 

BASKETBALL - Year 8 

Mr Feery (Gym) 

GCSE/BTEC Sport 
Intervention  

*Dates may change to a 
Tuesday depending on 

meetings (Mr Bligh) 
 

GYMNASTICS (all years) 

Mrs Harker & Miss Easton 

(Gym) 

KS4 FOOTBALL 

Mr Dallaway 

(Field) 
 

PRIMARY EVENTS 
EACH WEEK - Sports 

Leaders to be involved. 

Mr Varney and other 
PE staff (Sports Hall) 
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TUESDAY 

 
FOOTBALL - Year 8 

Mr Dallaway 

(Sports Hall) 
 

BASKETBALL - Year 9 

Mr Feery (Gym) 

GCSE/BTEC Sport 
Intervention  

*Dates may change to a 
Monday depending on 

meetings (Mr Bligh) 

 

BADMINTON 

Ms Gill 

(Sports Hall) 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

 
FOOTBALL - Year 9 

Mrs Harker 

(¾ Sports Hall) 
 

DODGEBALL 

Year 7 & 8 

Mr Dallaway 

(¼ Sports Hall) 
 

BASKETBALL - Year 11 

Mr Feery (Gym) 

BASKETBALL U’14 

Mr Feery 

(Sports Hall) 

 

NETBALL (Upper School) 

Miss Easton & Mrs Harker 

LOWER SCHOOL 
RUGBY 

Mr Bligh 

(Field) 

 

 

THURSDAY 

 

 
FOOTBALL - Year 10 

(Mr Bligh) 
 

BASKETBALL - Year 10 

Mr Feery (Gym) 
 

Year 10 GCSE PE/BTEC 
Sport Intervention 

Mr Dallaway (CICT) 

NETBALL (Lower School) 

Miss Easton & Mrs Harker 

 

YEAR 7 FOOTBALL 

Mr Dallaway 

(Field) 

 

FRIDAY 

 

FOOTBALL - Year 11 

Mr Dallaway 

(Sports Hall) 
 

BASKETBALL - Year 7 

Mr Feery (Gym) 

BASKETBALL - U16 

Mr Feery 

(Sports Hall) 

 

KS3 FOOTBALL 

Mr Dallaway & Mr 
Bligh 

(Field) 

 

 

SATURDAY 

BASKETBALL - U16 and U14 

Mr Feery 

(Sports Hall 8.45-11.15 – attend in PE kit) 

 

 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader of PE 
 
Equestrian News 
It was a very good start 
to the year for two of 
our riders on the St 
Richard’s Equestrian 
Team. Emma Folwell 
and Melissa Marsden 
represented the school 
at the NSEA (National 
Schools Equestrian 
Association) show 
jumping qualifiers on 
Saturday, 7th September at Petley Wood Equestrian Centre. 
Melissa rode a lovely clear round in the 90cm class. Emma 

rode in the 100cm and 110cm classes achieving clear rounds in both classes, coming 2nd in the 
110cm and qualifying for the National Finals in October. Well done to both girls! 
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Changes to Stagecoach Buses 357 and 359 from September 2019 
 

There are changes to Stagecoach’s route 357 and 359 buses serving St Richard’s Catholic College from the 
start of the academic year as advised at the end of July. 
  

From the new academic year, the current two 357 and 359 routes will be combined into one revised 359 
double deck bus route. The revised 359 route will start at Hastings West Hill (White Friars Road bus stop) 
and run via Priory Road, Old London Road (Ore village), The Ridge, Conquest Hospital, Harrow Lane 
(Ashdown House), Old Harrow Road, Hollington Blackman Avenue, Ironlatch Avenue and Harley Shute 
Road, then non-stop to De La Warr Road/Penland Road for St Richard’s. In the afternoon the 359 journey 
will start from Ashdown Road and run the reverse of the morning journey. The new 359 timetable is shown 
below. 
  

Pupils from Hastings Silverhill, Hastings town centre, St Leonards Warrior Square and A259 coast road areas 
will need to travel on service 99 instead. Service 99 buses start from Silverhill at 07:40 and 07:58, stopping 
on De La Warr Road at Penland Road at approximately 08:15 and 08:31 respectively. In the afternoon these 
pupils will need to board service 99 at either Bexhill Rail Station or Penland Road. Service 99 buses depart 
from Bexhill Rail Station at 15:28 and every 20 minutes thereafter. 
  

 
 

Please also note that Eastbourne Coachways, who operate in the Bexhill area, will be ceasing their bus and 
coach services from Thursday 25 July 2019. The County Council has made arrangements with Stagecoach 
for replacement bus services, though these will not be as comprehensive as the ones currently provided. We 
believe very few St Richard’s pupils use the Eastbourne Coachways services, but should you have enquiries 
please refer to Stagecoach’s website page: 
www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-08/07/2019-16:18:01:760 
  
 

  

http://www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-08/07/2019-16:18:01:760
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EXAMINATIONS REPORT - 2018-2019 
 

My sincere congratulations to all staff at the college for the tremendous results achieved by our pupils.  
 

78% of pupils achieved English and maths at grade 4 or above. This is well above the National and the 
County averages. (National 68% BASICS) 
59% of pupils achieved English and maths at grade 5. This is well above the National and the County 
averages. (National 50% BASICS) 
57% achieved the baccalaureate (%C+ and grade 4 inc. English, Maths, Science, MFL and Humanities) 
40% achieved the baccalaureate (%C+ and grade 5 inc. English, Maths, Science, MFL and Humanities) 
EBACC score was 5.1 (just below B) based on a 70% full entry. Well above the national average. 
Overall attainment 8 is 53.9 (55.00 would be B grade equivalent) 
 

Grade 7 and above was down to 25% from 30%. We had 27 pupils achieving at least 1 grade 9. 1 pupil 
qualifies for straight 9s (at least 7). Only 837 pupils nationally achieved this.  
 

Grade 9 summary: 
1 pupil gained 8 grade 9s or equivalent 
1 pupil gained 6 grade 9s or equivalent 
1 pupil gained 5 grade 9s or equivalent 
3 pupils gained 4 grade 9s or equivalent 
5 pupils gained 3 grade 9s or equivalent 
4 pupils gained 2 grade 9s or equivalent 
12 pupils gained 1 grade 9 or equivalent 
 

Dr Durkin’s Astronomy group. 56% achieved 4 or above in Year 9. 
 

Individual mother tongue results Y9: 
Spanish GCSE 

 Alessandra Sarmiento Luciano – grade 9 
Chinese GCSE 

 Lucy Alexander – grade 9 
Polish GCSE 

 Julian Klepczarek – grade 8 

 Aleksander Krajewski – grade 9 

 Hubert Rownicki - grade 8 

 Kajetan Wrona - grade 6 
Russian A level 

 Daniella Papukasvili – grade A 

 Maria Isaeva – grade A 

 Alona Bondareva – grade A 
Russian AS level 

 Margarita Smirnova – grade A 

 Ilie Zacon – grade A 
Portuguese A level 

 Larissa Mayal Napier – grade A 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Our newsletter is published on the website in the penultimate week of each term on a 

Friday. You will be reminded via email. If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the 

newsletter then please email your details to Mrs Butcher (mrsbutcherr@strichardscc.com).  

mailto:mrsbutcherr@strichardscc.com
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2019/2020 (as at September 2019) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

Academic Year 2019/2020  
Year 10 Curriculum Evening Monday, 16th September (6:00pm) 
PTFA Welcome Meeting & AGM Wednesday, 25th September (7:00pm) 
Open Evening (early closure at 1.15pm for pupils) Tuesday, 1st October (6:00-8:30pm)  
Ensuring Success at Key Stage 3, Years 8 and 9 Monday, 7th October (6:00pm) 
Coffee Morning for Year 7 parents (drop-in) Thursday, 26th September (8:45am-10:30am) 
Open Evening for prospective pupils and parents Tuesday, 1st October (6:00pm-8:30pm) 
Year 11 Revision Day and Revision Evening (Y10&11) Thursday, 3rd October (6:00pm for parents) 
Teaching and Learning Tour for parents (all welcome) Wednesday, 9th October (9:10am-10:50am) 
Grandparents’ Event (Mass, tour and refreshments) Thursday, 10th October (time to be confirmed) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 10th October (6:15pm) 
Parental Focus Group (Saturday) Saturday, 12th October (10:00-11:00am)  
Year 7 Induction Mass Thursday, 24th October (6:30pm) 
MUFTI Day for School Council charity Friday, 25th October  
End of Term 1 Friday, 25th October 
 

First Day of Term Two for pupils Monday, 4th November 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th November (9:15am) 
Prize Evening, De La Warr Pavilion Wednesday, 13th November (6:30pm for 7:00pm start) 
Year 11 Mock Exams start Monday, 18th November 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 21st November (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Settling In Parents’ Evening Thursday, 28th November (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Year 11 Mock Exams end Friday, 29th November 
INSET Day (school closed for pupils) Monday, 2nd December  
MUFTI Day for Surviving Christmas charity Thursday, 12th December 
Christmas Dinner Day Thursday, 12th December 
Advent Service Wednesday, 18th December (7:00pm) 
End of Term 2 Thursday, 19th December 
 

INSET Day (school closed for pupils) Monday, 6th January 2020  
First Day of Term Three for pupils Tuesday, 7th January 2020 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 16th January (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 15th January (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 23rd January (6:15pm) 
Year 9 Curriculum Evening Thursday, 30th January (6:00pm-8:00pm) 
Careers Fayre (in the school gym) Thursday, 13th February (2:00pm-4:00pm) 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 13th February (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 3 Friday, 14th February 
 

First Day of Term Four for pupils Monday, 24th February 2020 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 11th March (9:15am) 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 12th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 19th March (6:15pm) 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 26th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 4 (Easter Services for pupils) Friday, 3rd April 
 

First Day of Term Five for pupils Monday, 20th April 2020 
PTFA meeting Monday, 20th April (7:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 29th April (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 30th April (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 21st May (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 5 Friday, 22nd May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 1st June 2020 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 10th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 11th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening for September 2020 admissions Wednesday, 18th June (7:00pm) 
INSET Day (school closed for pupils) Monday, 22nd June 
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 20th June 
BLOCK Day 1 Thursday, 2nd July 
BLOCK Day 2 Friday, 3rd July 
Summer Production 7th, 9th and 10th July (evening performances) 
Sports Day Wednesday, 8th July 
End of Term 6 Wednesday, 22nd July  

 
 
 

 


