
 

   

 

 

 
 

Newsletter No. 7 – July 2019 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

As another successful academic year draws to a close, I would like to thank you for your support of all that 
goes on in St Richard’s academically, spiritually and extra-curricularly. It has certainly been a productive year 
with staff working hard to encourage, motivate and challenge all pupils to give of their best, to volunteer to lead 
and to participate with enthusiasm inside and outside of the classroom. I would like to thank them for their 
dedication, commitment and professionalism at all times in order to make a difference to the pupils in their 
care. 
 

I would also like to thank the pupils for their positive responses to fundraising, leadership activities and 
enrichment. They have worked hard to make good progress in the classroom and contributed so 
enthusiastically to school life. All pupils have now received a summative report. I hope you are proud of your 
son/daughter’s achievements this year and will continue to work with staff to raise attainment, attendance and 
participation in the new academic year.   
 

I would also like to pay tribute to our Governors, support staff, cleaning and caretaking staff for all their hard 
work and commitment. Additionally, the PTFA have been fantastic raising a significant amount of money to 
buy new resources for the sports hall. They are to be congratulated for the £6,000 raised at the Summer Fayre 
and the number of events they have organised, or supported this year serving refreshments. Can I also thank 
the morning and evening Parental Focus Groups who have represented the views of parents at this year’s 
meetings. 
 

Activities, events and trips this term have been numerous with highlights including: the GCSE Art Exhibition, 
Block Day activities, the Isle of Wight Residential, the Science in the City trip, a visit to a mosque, Good 
Shepherd Mass, Summer Sing at the De La Warr Pavilion, the Leavers’ Prom, STEMFest and a polar explorer 
day for Year 5 pupils, combined music, drama and dance production of ‘Bugsy Malone’ and a wonderful Sports 
Day. I would like to congratulate all involved in ‘Bugsy Malone’ for three fabulous evenings of outstanding 
singing/dancing and acting and a marvellous team spirit.  
 

As the term draws to a close we say farewell and thank you to four fantastic staff who are either moving on or 
retiring. Dr Durkin is moving into the independent sector after providing the school and science, in particular, 
with 12 years of outstanding service both in the classroom and beyond in terms of enrichment. Her boundless 
energy, passion for her subject and her determination to inspire pupils has been remarkable with a particular 
highlight being her leadership of the ARISS project, allowing pupils to speak to Tim Peake at the International 
Space Station. She will be missed greatly. Secondly, we say farewell to Mrs Byrne who is moving to West 
Sussex. Always smiling, Mrs Byrne has been an outstanding professional inspiring thousands of pupils to raise 
their aspirations and to love Biology. Over the years, she has supported many trips and experiences and 
offered great pastoral support to many a pupil. After 23 years of dedicated service Mrs Kelly, TA Coordinator 
is retiring. She has been a vital member of the SEN team, taking care of thousands of pupils, supporting them 
to access the curriculum. Highly creative, she can turn her hand to most things and nothing is ever too much 
trouble. Always positive, she goes out of her way to be kind and helpful to adults as well as pupils. Finally, 
after 24 years of outstanding service, Mrs Leggatt is taking early retirement. Having begun her career as a TA, 
she quickly realised that she was suited to teaching and, having trained with the school, she has never looked 
back consistently providing an excellent service to pupils of all abilities. I am really grateful to her for her 
inspirational teaching, thorough planning, contributions to the life of the college and support of the children in 
her care. Both staff deserve long, happy and healthy retirements. 
 

Friday is the last day of term for pupils with a whole school Mass (weather permitting) in the grounds. The day 
will finish for pupils at approximately 1.15pm. Details of transport arrangements are included in this newsletter. 
Please note the staggered start to the academic year 2019-2020 with Year 7 commencing on Friday, 6th 
September and Years 8, 9 and 10 starting on Monday, 9th September 2019. 
 

Once again, a heartfelt thank you to all parents/carers for your wonderful support of the college’s vision and 
mission statement. I hope you and your family have a wonderful summer holiday. 

 

Yours sincerely 
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 Message from the Chair of Governors 

There is always so much going on at school at this time of year: work experience for 

Year 10, block days giving pupils some different experiences, trips, sports day, the 

summer production - Bugsy Malone, as well as the PTFA Summer Fayre. Many thanks 

to all those involved in the successful and, yet again, very hot, event. The PTFA do a 

sterling job in providing support for school events and much needed additional 

funding to help out with the little extras that would otherwise not be provided. 
 

As the end of term approaches, I am sure the pupils, teachers and support staff will be looking 

forward to a good rest and the opportunity to 'recharge their batteries'. On behalf of the Governors 

I would like to thank you all for your hard work and the many successes over the past year. St 

Richard's Catholic College remains a very special community. 
 

Enjoy your holidays, with best wishes and prayers.  
  

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

As the academic year draws to a close I would like to thank all parents/carers for their support this 

year. Year 7 have continued the tradition of being the best year group in the school. My challenge 

to the Year 7 pupils at the start of the academic year was to make a difference and they certainly 

have! Fundraising this year has been excellent. We have contributed to the following charities: 

Guide Dogs for the Blind, Chestnut Tree House, British Heart Foundation, Cancer Research, CAFOD 

and other whole-school events. Congratulations to Elizabeth Hindmarsh for independently 

organising, and Ella Bywater for helping to run a stall for the summer fayre. Together they raised £24 

for Raystede Centre for Animal Welfare.  
 

This is now a time of reflection and I would urge all Year 7 pupils to look back at the achievements, 

friendships and fun they have had. It has not always been easy, but they should be proud of 

themselves. I know that as they move up the school they will continue to flourish and lead their 

peers. A particular well done goes to our top achievement point pupils. In the top five for this 

academic year are: Saffy Balaban (7I), Jakub Peplinski (7H), Elizabeth Hindmarsh (7H) and Harvey 

Hutchison (7S). In first place with an incredible 384 achievement points is Ashley Salvador. Only three 

other pupils in the college achieved more! 
 

PSHEe this term has concentrated on British values, citizenship 

and team work. All of these themes were evident on our two 

fantastic block days. Ashburnham was a hive of activity with 

pupils completing their John Muir experience. Pupils worked 

individually, as part of small teams and as a collective, solving 

problems, learning about our environment and pushing 

themselves harder 

than normal. Well 

done to everyone 

involved and a special thank you to the staff who supported 

us all that day. Jo Doyle has given feedback in her section 

of the newsletter for the ‘Retreat Day’, but I would like to also 

say well done and thank you to the pupils who worked so 

respectfully and spiritually on this day. 
 

Parental Survey feedback May 2019: Thank you to everyone who completed the parental survey. I 

would urge any parent who indicated a concern to contact me, or their child’s form tutor, before 

we break up for the summer holidays to support their transition into Year 8 (If you haven’t already). 

Parents were asked how well their child was doing at St Richard’s. An overwhelming percentage 

indicated ‘very well’ or ‘well’. A small minority did indicate ‘not so well’. Progress of your child’s 

learning was discussed and feedback was that 95% of parents felt their child was making steady or 

better progress this year. Public transport was a concern for some parents/carers and I would urge 

all parents to be pro-active in contacting the relevant train/bus company with complaints 

regarding lateness. Thank you to all parents who commented upon homework. We are currently 
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looking at how much, the type and frequency of homework as a college. Your views are always 

helpful and insightful. Behaviour and achievement points are also being reviewed and parental 

comments again are very useful. Finally, can I also thank all parents/carers who wrote affirmative 

comments to all the staff for the academic year 2018-19. 
  

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

It is with a sense of great shock that I find myself writing the final newsletter of the year and the final 

one for my current Year 8 cohort. I cannot believe how quickly the time has passed, and how quickly 

your children have grown up. Friendship groups have changed, pupils have matured, and I have 

personally found it an extremely rewarding experience. I would like to thank you all for your support 

and for the wonderful children you have sent to St Richard’s. This has been my first full year as a 

Pastoral Leader and I have loved every minute of it.  
 

Charity Work: All forms have raised money for a number of fantastic causes this year. Most recent 

efforts by 8R are still underway, and they have so far raised over £100 for WWF. Other events this 

year included; two bake sales for the RSPCA and for the Save an Acre charity, and, since May, 8L 

have sponsored a child, Eli, in Uganda through the charity Action Aid. Thank you all for your 

generosity of time and money this year!  
 

PSHEe: Work has focused on ‘Financial Capability’, ‘Careers’ and ‘Risk’. Pupils had to consider 
finance and the critical differences between wants and needs, as well as considering where 
earnings go and how they will support themselves in the future. The PSHEe programme has been 
valuable for the Year 8 pupils this year. I would like to thank the Year 8 tutors for working through it 
and adapting it to suit the needs of their respective form classes, and particularly Ms Vanvuchelen 

who has tailored additional PSHEe sessions to the needs of the year group.  
 

Liturgy: Thank you to our Priests and Deacon Ian who have led us in our Form Services and Masses 
this year. These have been lovely, reflective and prayerful times in our busy calendar. 
 

Block Days: The Year group enjoyed a very successful Block Day retreat at school around the 

message “Catch the Wave”, focusing on how faith can affect the lives of young people. The 

second Block Day centred on the slogan “Be The Best You Can Be” and was a fantastic, activities 

packed day that all the pupils threw themselves into, learning new skills and playing new games. It 

was wonderful to spend two whole days with the year group!  
 

GB Athlete and BBQ: We will be joined by an elite GB athlete on Wednesday, 17th July, and pupils 

should be busy raising a minimum of £2 that will go towards a fantastic sporting charity. Sports 

Assembly will be followed by a training session with the athlete and other sporting activities for all 

those who raise the money, followed by a year group BBQ during period 6. It should be a fantastic 

way to end the year!   
 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you, parents and carers of our pupils, for your support 
throughout this academic year. And to the Year 8 pupils of 2018/19, I wish you all a wonderful 

summer holiday and all the very best for Year 9. 
 

Mr Steele, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

As we approach the end of this year I would like to thank Year 9 for all of their hard work, I have 

thoroughly enjoyed being the Pastoral Leader of a great group of pupils and leave them in the 

capable hands of Mr Campbell. The summative reports and end of year exam results show how the 

majority of pupils have been fully engaged with their studies and have contributed to the college 

in a positive manner. 
 

PSHEe: During this term, Year 9 have been completing their unit on Relationships and Sex Education. 

Pupils will be finishing the term by completing a lesson on diversity, as part of the National Schools’ 

Diversity Week.  
 

mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsteelej@strichardscc.com
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I would like to congratulate 9U and 9H for their form service on self-acceptance and 9S and 9I who 

recently presented an assembly about self-esteem, peer pressure and pride and acceptance 

respectively, showing a common theme of accepting oneself and embracing differences amongst 

the college community. 
 

Community Cohesion Block Day: On Thursday, 4th July the 

pupils initially had keynote speakers regarding forgiveness. 

Both speakers spoke inspirationally about their past 

experiences and how they managed to forgive. The pupils 

were then given a book titled ‘Why forgive?’. Following on 

from this, the pupils followed 

a timetable where they had 

sessions about getting the 

most from your brain, first aid, 

Gatwick detainees, Hinduism and positive voices. It was an 

interesting day which provided a lot of food for thought. 
 

Enterprise Block Day: On Friday, 5th July the pupils engaged in 

‘Enterprise day’. Pupils were placed in small groups and set the 

challenge of designing and creating a prototype for a new 

‘green’ product. The teams with the most original ideas presented 

their work to the year group. The winning team, Caboo, consisting 

of: Leon Williams, Zack Appleyard, Rony Stephen, Katie McKenna, 

Angelo Loforese, Zara Gerard, Rosemary Davis and Neha 

Chacko) with their brilliant bamboo dress idea.  
 

Charity: I would like to offer my congratulations to 9L for their recent ice cream sale. They have 

raised £111 so far for Cancer Research UK, Lymes disease UK, Little Gate Farm and a charity 

supporting sudden infant death. 
 

5K Run: I would also like to thank the pupils and staff who took part in the Year 9 5k run for Cancer 

Research UK (our year group’s chosen charity). The 26 pupils and ten staff ran/walked 5 laps around 

the school premises after school on Friday. Arthur Pepper and Luka Martinaj came first and Luke 

Young raised an amazing 

£90. The final amount is still 

being collected, but I 

expect it will be over £250. It 

was a great event and I am 

extremely proud of all the 

individuals who gave up 

their time. 
 

Important dates for your diary: 
Pupil Profiles (Years 7-9) to parents/carers - Tuesday, 16th July 
End of Term 6 - Friday, 19th July at 1.15pm  
 

Summer Holiday: I hope that all of the pupils in Year 9 have a happy and restful summer holiday, 

and come back refreshed and ready to begin the challenge of their GCSE courses. I wish them well 

as they move into KS4 and Upper School.  
  

Mr Holloway, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

It has been a very busy year for Year 10 and term six has been no different! There has been lots on 

offer to the year group to prepare them for the world of work and their Year 11 studies. 

Rewards: Throughout Year 10, pupils have collected ‘Achievement points’ as you have seen on 

EduLink. I am really pleased to highlight some exceptional performances this term from: Nuala 

O’Rourke, Jasmine Moulding, Alona Bondareva, India-Cleo Stevens, Nuala Andrews, Liam Harrison, 

Alex Heggie, Zak Prawanna, Daniel Hampton and Jack Massey. Special mention should go to the 

mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
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pupils with the highest number of achievement points collected by Year 10 in the school year to 

date: Millie White with 325 and Ryan Segal with 311. Well done!  
 

WEX Mock Interview Day: Mock interviews were held this term. Pupils were invited to wear 

professional dress for a 20-minute interview with local employers. They received very positive 

feedback and had a session in the afternoon with six local employers, which was well received. A 

big thank you to all the employers who took part, and to Mrs Adams for co-ordinating the day. 
 

Work Experience Week: A really positive Work Experience week was had by all the pupils. I have 

enjoyed listening to all of their feedback, experiences and stories. Pupils received certificates for 

their participation, which they should keep to show future employers as evidence of their work 

experience. Well done to those pupils who have managed to secure future part-time jobs in the 

organisations they visited. Once again, a big thank you to all the employers, Mrs Forte, Mrs Adams 

and Year 10 tutors for all the work they put in to make the week a success. 
 

Block Days: This year, Block Days were organised over two days. On the first day, geographers 

headed to Eastbourne for a field trip. Historians headed to Pevensey Castle and Battle Abbey to 

study Anglo Saxon and Norman England, or to Hampton Court Palace to study the Elizabethan 

period. Thank you to Mrs Hoyle and Mrs Campbell for organising these events and to the geography 

and history teams for their support on the day. The second Block Day took place at either Bexhill 

College or East Sussex College, Hastings. The Colleges provided taster lessons in a wide range of 

subjects for pupils to experience. Both Bexhill College and East Sussex College were very impressed 

with the Year 10 cohort. Their mature approach to the day highlighted their positive attitude to their 

future studies. Well done to all involved and thanks to Mr Doherty, Bexhill College and East Sussex 

College for organising and running the day. 
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have received assemblies on the themes of ‘Stepping out of their comfort 

zone’, ‘Not giving up’, ‘Alumni Visits’, ‘Lourdes Trip’, ‘Eastbourne College visit’ and ‘Work Experience 

Preparation’.  
 

Brighton College Open Doors: In September 2020, Brighton College will be introducing new 16+ 

scholarships within our ‘Open Doors’ programme. Our intention is to make Sixth Form places at 

Brighton College genuinely accessible to bright local children, and these Open Doors scholarships 

will, therefore, cover all costs. These scholarships are aimed first and foremost at pupils who are 

eligible for free school meals and who would be excited by the opportunity to continue their 

education with us, quite possibly with a view to accessing a place at a leading university. Further 

details can be found on the Brighton college website. 
 

And Finally: I cannot end the year without showing my appreciation for an amazing set of tutors in 

Mrs Harker, Ms Whelan and Mrs Dunster, Mr Curtis, Mr Fegan, Mrs Scott, Mr Lahache, Mrs White and 

Miss Auzinger and Mrs Park our SEN Co-ordinator. Thank you for all your hard work with the year 

group to date. It has been a pleasure to have been Pastoral Leader to this wonderful group of 

pupils. I have genuinely enjoyed being their Pastoral Leader and I wish them every success as they 

take on the challenges of Year 11. Work hard! I encourage them to remember that my door is 

always open to them, and they should not hesitate to ask me for help or support. 
 

“May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your back. May the sun shine warm 

upon your face; the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, may God hold you in 

the palm of His hand.” Irish Blessing 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 10(mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

Reminder to Parents: Please remember to cancel any standing orders that you may have set up for 

the school. 
 

Prom: On Wednesday, 3rd July, we had a really lovely Prom evening at the Powdermills Hotel. The 

pupils had a great time. Below are a selection of photos.  

 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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I would like to thank you all for your 

support and to wish Year 11 all the 

best in their future endeavours. 
  

Mr Doherty, Assistant Principal & 

Pastoral Leader Year 11 

(mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 

 

 

 

GCSE Exams Results Day - Thursday, 22nd August 9.00-11.30 in the Main Hall 
Please note that results cannot be given out over the telephone and that other people are not permitted to collect 
your results for you, unless you have arranged this in advance with Mrs Fletcher, Exams Officer, and given written 
permission. Any results not collected will be posted to the home address. On results day there will be several 
members of staff available for congratulations and advice. 
 

Those pupils in Year 10 and below who took exams early may elect to collect their results when they return to 
school, from individual subject areas. However, they are welcome to collect their results on this day too.   
 

If you have any queries regarding GCSE results, Mrs Fletcher will be in school on 21st, 23rd, 27th and 28th August 
from 9.00am-12.00noon. You can also telephone her on 01424 731070 ext. 116.   
 

  

Special Educational Needs 
 

Prep Club Plus: A reminder that pupils who require additional support with completing homework can come 
to Prep Club Plus next academic year on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3:15pm 
to 4:15pm. Mr Nuckhir and an additional Teaching Assistant are available to help with homework. 
 

Lego and Games Club: Pupils are welcomed to the lunchtime Lego and Games Club in A3, which runs 
every day supported by a Teaching Assistant. Come along to eat, play games and socialise together. 
 

Pupil Snapshots: We will be updating the Pupil Snapshot for all pupils on the school's Special Educational 
Needs register in the next academic year. Parents/carers will receive a request for feedback before the 
summer break. Please can these be returned to the relevant Year Co-ordinator by the end of the first full 
week back in September. 
 

Diary date for 2019/20: Advance notice of an event for term 1 of the new school year. There will now be 
three SENCo drop-ins taking place after school during the school year. The first will be on Wednesday, 
16th October, 2019 at 3:30pm - 4:30pm in the school's library. Parents/carers will be notified of this event 
nearer the time by your child's Year Co-ordinator. 
 

Wishing all pupils, parents and carers a very happy and restful summer break. 
                            

Mr Smith and the SEN team  

mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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 WELL-BEING AND SUPPORT 
Whilst we hope that everyone enjoys a wonderful, happy summer holiday this year, we do 

acknowledge it is a considerable time away from school and the support mechanisms in place. 
Below are a number of links signposting where you can go to get support this summer if needed. 
 

I-Rock - Hastings and Eastbourne sites: Key Workers and 

CAMHS practitioners are available to support with emotional 
health and well-being. This is a fantastic resource which the 
school highly recommends. Appointments can be made online 

and they also operate a drop-in service. Information on the 
Hastings provision can be accessed here:  

https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/irock  
 

I-Rock is also now open at DC1, 67-69 Seaside Road, Eastbourne, BN21 3PL (opposite Charlie 
Brown's Diner) on a Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 11am - 6pm. They are contactable 

via email on: irockeastbourne@gmail.com and appointments can be booked online via their 
Facebook page - Eastbourne i-Rock. People can also just pop in whenever suits them. 
 

Reboot is a self-referral programme for young people 

aged 11 and 17 who may have found themselves veering 
off the right path. They offer a youth coach to support a 
young person to become happier, healthier, safer and 

enjoy life more. More information can be found at:  
https://www.ymcadlg.org/reboot-has-launched/ 
 

Festival Safe Website: Although Glastonbury has passed, there will be many more festivals 

over the next couple of months including Boomtown, Camp Bestival, NASS and Reading and 
Leeds. Many teenagers will be attending their first big festival this summer and whilst personal 

safety might not be immediately on their mind, the Festival Safe website offers lots of very 
good information for first timers and hardened veterans. This excellent resource includes 
information about the fun side, but also about alcohol and drugs, crime, what to do in an 

emergency and how to stay safe. The website can be found here:  
https://www.festivalsafe.com/ 
 

Safeguarding questions for parents and carers as we go into the summer 

For many parents the summer can be a time when they book their children into summer camps, 
activity days and child-care settings. Last year the Government consulted on a voluntary 

safeguarding code for out-of-school settings. Although the outcome of the consultation has not 
been published, a draft was made available. In addition to the code for providers, the DfE 
published draft guidance for parents, in the form of 'Safeguarding questions for parents and 

carers (DfE, 2018).' Some of the questions you as parents/carers could ask include: 
 Have staff and volunteers undertaken DBS checks? How recent were the checks? 

 Will any adults besides the instructor be present at the venue while my child is there? If so, 
will they be there on a regular basis? 

 What training have staff had? 

 May I have a copy of your child protection policy? 
 Who is your designated safeguarding lead (DSL) and what training have they had? How 

recent was this training? 
 My child has Special Educational Needs and/or a disability (SEND). What steps will you take 

to accommodate this? 

 How are you securely storing the information you hold on my child? Who has access to it 
and are you giving it to anyone else? 

 Is my child allowed to access the internet unsupervised? 
 Do you have filtering and monitoring systems in place? What are they? 
 

In addition to the questions to ask, the draft guidance for parents sets out some 'red flags' that 

might prompt parents to send their children to a 'different setting'. The red flags are: 
 Staff are not DBS checked 

 No child protection policy 

https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/irock
mailto:irockeastbourne@gmail.com
https://www.ymcadlg.org/reboot-has-launched/
https://www.festivalsafe.com/
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 Signs of abuse on other children who attend the setting, for example, unexplained bruises 

 Provider unable to name a designated safeguarding lead 
 The designated safeguarding lead has not had relevant training 

 If the OOSS allows children access to the internet, no filtering or monitoring systems in place 
 Dangerous physical environment e.g. loose wires, damp, no fire escape, no first aid kit 
 No designated first aider 

 No parental consent form or requirement for emergency contact details 
 Other adults coming into the out-of-school setting who are not staff members/a lack of clarity 

on the roles of different adults in the setting 
 No health and safety policy 
 No fire escape plan 
 

You can download the full document here: https://consult.education.gov.uk/regulatory-
framework-unit/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-
code/supporting_documents/Safeguarding%20questions%20for%20parents%20and%20carer

sDraft%20guidance.pdf 
   

  
 

 
  

https://consult.education.gov.uk/regulatory-framework-unit/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-code/supporting_documents/Safeguarding%20questions%20for%20parents%20and%20carersDraft%20guidance.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/regulatory-framework-unit/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-code/supporting_documents/Safeguarding%20questions%20for%20parents%20and%20carersDraft%20guidance.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/regulatory-framework-unit/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-code/supporting_documents/Safeguarding%20questions%20for%20parents%20and%20carersDraft%20guidance.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/regulatory-framework-unit/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-code/supporting_documents/Safeguarding%20questions%20for%20parents%20and%20carersDraft%20guidance.pdf
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Pupil Leadership 
 

School Council: Our School Council recently met for the final time this year. The Council 

discussed plans for fundraising during this summer term including a silent movie evening (with 

subtitles) to support DeafCOG (The Deafness Community Outreach Group). The Council also 

discussed thoughts and ideas on the implementation of the canteen changes from earlier this 

year, this will be fed back to the canteen in the hope that further improvements can be made. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the School Council Reps who attended 

regularly over the year and encourage them to get their CREST achievement letter signed for 

demonstrating leadership within the college community. 
 

The CREST: Pupils from Years 8-11 have been completing their CREST booklets to demonstrate 

all of the wonderful and character building extra-curricular activities they have taken part in 

this academic year. Pupils who have received awards this year will be invited to the CREST 

Award evening on Monday, 15th July at 6.30pm. Congratulations to the following pupils who 

have achieved Awards since May. 

Gold Award - Anthony Black, Joe Baszczak, India-Cleo Stevens, Alvin Manoj, Millie White, 

Isabella East, Ryan Segal, Emma Roper and Christina Thomas. 

Silver Award - Nuala Andrews, Taylor Potter, Hannah Holland, Jasmine Moulding, Alex Heggie, 

Naomi Pye, Melissa Hunter, Ciara Chicken, Alona Bondareva, Honey Harrison, Zak Prawanna, 

Olimpia Croucher, Marx Ravanera, Liam Harrison, Jose Jacinto and Bethany Emson. 

Bronze Award - Daniel Hampton and Annabel Newing-Diaz. 
 

Mensa IQ Test: Sixty-one pupils from across Years 7-10 sat a Mensa IQ test entrance exam. 

The test is designed to test an individual’s ability to notice patterns and think logically. Pupils 

who obtained scores of 148+ (the top 2% of the population) have been offered the opportunity 

to join Mensa, an organisation for individuals with a high IQ. I am delighted to congratulate 9 

of those individuals, who have been offered this unique opportunity based on their test results. 

The following pupils were involved in the IQ Test and many of them surprised themselves and 

enjoyed the experience of trying to push themselves to their limits. Pupils can retry the Test 

after 12 months. 

Year 7 - Zachary Read, Edward Klein, Ana Durnea, Ruby Thompson, Dianne Ramos, Frederick 

Woodbridge, Liliana Kuprowska, John Quintos, Janelle Litargo, Emma Goncalves, Amelie Bell, 

Alex Dyer, Sapphire Gramme, Nivetha Kiladinlusteen, Lily Holloway, Besiana Martinaj, Evelyn 

Britt, William Mansbridge, Libby Hindmarsh, Chloe Smith and Serafina Bonett. 

Year 8 - Jon Reis-Ataide, Amy Bossom, Jon Joyce, Grace Gillen, Maisie Scrivener, Evlampia Zacon, 

Joseph Robinson, Aurora Bonoan, Lexine Banuelos, Jesmia Antonislas-Ananthakumar, Logan 

Malloy, Erin Towns and Barney Mackew. 

Year 9 - Arthur Pepper, Edward Pepper, 

Frieya Biju Ampalathattil, Rosemary Davis, 

Bellza Moore, Faith Simon, Joseph Malloy, 

Olivia Zheng and Max Elliott. 

Year 10 - Elijah Zacon, Andrew Byles, Alona 

Bondareva, Isabella East, Robyn Golding, 

Mathieu Roussel, Michael Moniz, Jasmine 

Moulding and William Harvey. 
 

Mr Lahache  



10 

Congratulations to…  
Oliver Tattersall, Year 10, who has achieved his Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award recently via the 

Invicta group at Beulah Baptist. 

 

Finlay Holter recently represented Sussex in football in the Counties Cup Final at the Gallagher 

Stadium against Kent.   

 

Joshua Jasper has fought hard and recently secured a 2nd and two 1st places in 

motocross having epic battles with his close rivals. Josh still leads the British 

Supermoto Academy by 32 points but there is a long way to go until the end of 

the season.  

  

Hollie Young, Year 11, has received her first cap for 

Sussex Women in cricket, which was presented by her 

teammate, Georgia Elwiss. Hollie made her first 

starting appearance against Nottinghamshire, in 

which she managed to pick up two wickets for 8 runs 

in two overs. 

 

Kacey Wolecki is a member of the St John Ambulance. She recently 

attended the County Prior Group Lunch, which was a fundraiser in order 

to buy a newly designed St John ambulance for East Sussex. Kacey has 

nearly gained her 100 voluntary hours badge. She is a Sergeant and she has the Grand Prior Badge 

which was recently received after working four years for it. She will soon be attending an awards 

evening to receive her official trophy and certificate and she is also starting her bronze DofE with 

St John Ambulance.  

 

Saffy Balaban, 7I has recently performed at a Dance Conference in London. 
 

Equestrian News: Emma Folwell (Year 10) took part in the NSEA 

National Arena Eventing Championships at Hickstead on 26th and 

27th May, after qualifying for both the 90cm and 100cm earlier in 

the year. Emma rode in three very large classes producing 

excellent rounds each time over challenging courses, which were 

a mixture of show jumps and cross country fences. It was very 

exciting to be representing St Richard’s Catholic College at the 

National Championships against schools from all over the country. 

Emma also competed in the Jumping with Style qualifiers at Petley 

Wood Equestrian Centre on 22nd June. Riding in the 100cm and 110cm classes Emma rode two 

really strong rounds, qualifying for the National Finals in October at Addington for both heights. A 

great achievement and she will now be competing against schools from all over the UK and the 

second national competition this year. Really well done, Emma! 

 

Duncan Morgan (Year 11), represented St Richard’s at the NSEA show 

jumping qualifiers at Felbridge Equestrian Centre on 16th June, taking 

his horse Lux confidently around their first 1.10m course. A particular 

thank you to Duncan who has been a key member of the equestrian 

team during his time at St Richard’s. He has competed in many 

competitions over the last five years, being part of the team that were 

placed in the National Finals in 2016.  
 

 Harry Fletcher, Year 8, recently took part in a FA Junior Youth Leaders course, 

which is FA affiliated and delivered. The course was a full day, both classroom and 

practical based and required Harry to deliver his own session, which he did with 

confidence. The course content covered: organising and planning sessions, 

coaching players and a team, in-game management, refereeing and organising 

events. Following on from the course, Harry was required to log 4 hours of 

coaching, which has been submitted to the FA for sign off and certification. 

 

Congratulations to Emily and Jane Adjei, Grace King, Orla Fitzpatrick, Maria King 

and Charlotte Evans who all helped make St Thomas a Beckets Summer Fair a huge 

success last Saturday. Many of them helped from 9.00am and worked through till 6.00pm and were 

in charge of stalls and really helped the younger children enjoy the day.  
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#sophiespostcard2020 
 

Just over a year ago St Richard's Catholic College raised almost £15,000 
for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity in memory of former pupil Sophie 
Maria Taylor who died in April 2017. Celebrities, renowned artists – 
including Sir Quentin Blake, Liz Pichon, Thomas Taylor and Bob & 
Roberta Smith – pupils, parents, staff and accomplished local artists were 
among those to contribute wonderful work, and more than 570 original 

postcards were auctioned on eBay. We are 
planning to run the campaign again next year, in 
what would have been Sophie’s final school year 
and will launch in September at the beginning of the 
new academic year. We are setting ourselves a 
target of 1000 wonderful original postcard works of 
art. Once again, Custard Print will be printing blank postcards for the event 
and we hope to start distributing them from September for a suggested 
donation of £1 each postcard.  
 

If you would like to find out more check our website or even send us an early 
entry for the auction!? www.sophiespostcard.com  
Follow @strichardsart on Twitter for regular news updates. 
 

Please contact Miranda Pennington misspenningtonm@strichardscc.com if 
you have any ideas for sponsorship or would like a pack to send to a famous friend! 
 
 
 
 
   

https://www.facebook.com/royalmarsden/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAvetEe3nUienXNzRxQIwHP_e28Zqkc7MlRvmRr5esJvweRRTF3YoC6ifkEmHKkNlzr0Hv2EWPDQQIj&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCKHB15MJhUiTcAPPiN8ahRxA2KADNJguL5pXCsHbQU4vIdn1vlIKbRV2aW8cLnki-TBuM_Ky2QX8PJLerFZmzs1Gha0s5WA6xNcVIETXSvsefOn2A_NBDOWdPcFLTtIKVzKPkTeyMwjBk503JFlfiq14aATZIFUDJwa2iA3h6TUTd_zcS8u4jPSJUy0Muxhza8YPasceHwl9fCKcX35AMdXpETrHOi-6rf4Vbx2gw1ol20iFJ8rhwBMuLtQaWYVCOrS3auGe5aRRNefxK22E_dMu3j6DnZrwQFS5RzehAJ_0OkWpclvwqOF0CY4jXqchLObnUUqFe8En0i7nYC1DCl6ztZElWAcd62OEP13KUo2B0I1SJNmjvA1rmnpJ0yqBMAO1y8P-z6I8n0ERLERSWNdjAnXgLlS251xL_IXjtUGfz95hBvls3BVRsX50-BR4QFDrkKPgGzIuE-wgGxoMwDHNua2EGge9KA_XGPn_1UkS_xOzM
http://www.sophiespostcard.com/?fbclid=IwAR1OP1vtJjFwZGhFIKdi6YPonLfn9LA0H3PJ95P0YcZhyZ44Q9Q4Ddxq3G8
mailto:misspenningtonm@strichardscc.com
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Well-Being and Support 
 

This year has been a busy year at St Richard’s with the 
launch of Well-being Ambassadors, raising awareness of 

well-being and reducing the stigma attached to Mental 
Health. Throughout the year we have organised different 
activities including a fundraising event ‘Go The Extra Mile’ 

where pupils were encouraged to do a mile of anything. 
This ranged from walking, dancing, skating, cycling, 

roller blading, drawing, swimming and also crawling! Well 
done and thank you to all who took part, especially Adam 
Seal who raised over £150 on his own. Here are some of 

the participants, pictured with Alex Heggie, one of our 
senior Well-being Ambassadors and Charlie White, a Year 

7 Well-being Ambassador.  The money raised will now go 
to developing ‘The Hive’, an area of the school used as a 
well-being space for pupils to relax and reflect. In ‘The 

Hive’ we now have flowers and vegetables planted, with 
more trees and plants to be added over the coming year. 

We also plan to change the seating and add other 
decorations to make this a welcoming and relaxing place 
for pupils to come to. 
 

Well-being week saw many different activities including: 

Fruit Frenzy – healthy eating fruit salad making 
Crazy Colouring – well-being colouring 

Potty Planting – ready for our well-being garden 
Tactile Textiles – small cushions for sensory awareness 
These activities were well attended and enjoyed by pupils 

from all year groups. 
 

We hope next year to make these events bigger and better, so that more pupils can join in. 
Finally, we now have an email address that will be launched to the pupils in September, which 
will allow them to contact key people if they are feeling worried, anxious, stressed or 

experiencing low mood. This will be monitored by two of our Senior Well-being Ambassadors, 
Millie White and Alex Heggie, to allow them to signpost pupils to places or people who can help. 
 

If anyone would like to donate plants, pots or shrubs for our Well-being Garden, The Hive, 

please contact mrswhitet@strichardscc.com. 
 

Teri White, Mental Health and Well-being Lead 
 

 

Free School Meals 
 

Your child may be able to receive free school meals if you are in receipt of Universal Credit (provided you 
have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your 
most recent assessment periods): 

 Income Support 

 Jobseekers Allowance (Income based) 

 Employment and Support Allowance (income related) 

 Pension Credit 

 Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Child Tax Credit ONLY with an annual income of under £16,190 per year 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit.  
Children eligible for free school meals on or after 1 April 2018 will remain eligible until they finish the phase 
of schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022 even if your circumstances change. 
 

East Sussex County Council require that all new starters to a school apply online (even if they received this 
assistance at their previous school). Please complete the form online at: 
https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx.  
 

If you want to find out more, please visit the Parents section of the school website here: 
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/    

mailto:mrswhitet@strichardscc.com
https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/
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CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE PREPARATION MORNING 
On Tuesday, 4th June the Year 10 pupils took part in a work 
experience preparation day. The morning involved a variety of 
activities within their form, such as: 

● Preparing CVs 
● Completing application and medical forms – for their 

work experience placement 
● Looking at Health and Safety in the workplace 
● Interview techniques 
● Role play of various scenarios that they could face whilst out on placement. 

 

The pupils also took part in a 20-minute interview with one of 50 
employers, all of whom were volunteers from the Rotary Club, 
parents/carers and businesses from across the local area. The 
employers were impressed by the smartness of the pupils, who were 
asked to wear suitable work attire for the day rather than their school 
uniform, and by how responsive the pupils were during their interviews. 
The pupils found their mock interviews to be a very useful learning 
experience helping them to think about how to prepare for future 
interviews, as well as giving them confidence in how to conduct 

themselves. We are extremely grateful to all the employers for giving up their valuable time. It was a great 
success. In the afternoon, Barbara Browning, James Thompson, Jamieson Berriman, Beverley Howard and 
Dominic Compagnone, from St Richard’s Alumni, ran a session on career progression and how to act on 
feedback. Well done to Year 10 who looked fantastic on the day, conducted themselves well in front of 
employers and were a real credit to the school and to their families. 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE  
Year 10 pupils participated in a week’s work experience from 24th - 28th June in placements offered by over 
190 companies and organisations based mainly in the South East. This is part of our Year 10 PSHEe 
programme giving pupils the opportunity to prepare themselves for future careers. On placement the pupils 
had a work experience diary to complete detailing their experience and practice of the world of work. They 
were visited or telephoned by a member of staff who talked to them about their experience and checked on 
the quality of the placement. Overall, the employers were very impressed with the pupils, some even gaining 
part-time jobs from their placements. If anyone is able to offer a possible work experience placement to a 
Year 10 pupil next academic year, please contact me via my email address. 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE JUNE 2020 
Current Year 9 pupils will go on a week of work experience in June 2020. This week is particularly valuable 
as it really gives the pupils a chance to experience the world of work. This week should not necessarily be 
thought of as a ‘Career Taster’ week, as there are some organisations that will not take pupils under the age 
of 16. Can I suggest Year 9 use the summer to start thinking about where they would like work experience 
to take place. 
 

What is Work Experience? It is an unpaid opportunity for young people to experience working life while they 
are still in school. It gives them the chance to: 

● Work alongside adults as part of a team 
● Develop and practise a range of new skills 
● Relate their school curriculum to the workplace 
● Make more informed decisions about their future 

The pupils will learn and use a range of transferable skills that will contribute towards their employability. 
 

Applying for work experience: The pupils will be using a website called Aspire, in order to choose their work 
experience placements. Each pupil will be issued with a username and password in September. They can 
either choose placements from Aspire or they can find their own placements; for some industries such as 
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‘veterinary’ this is recommended. The pupil will need to contact the employer to discuss the possibility of a 
work experience placement, and then complete the ‘Own Placement’ section on Aspire.  From experience, I 
have found that pupils finding their own placement tend to have a more valuable experience as these are 
usually in the field that the pupils wish to pursue in the future. All of the placements will be vetted to ensure 
the health, safety and welfare of the pupils during the placement. Please contact me via email if you wish to 
discuss Work Experience in more detail. 
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers Lead (mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com) 
 

English Department 
Year 10: Well done for such great exam results. For those of you not gaining the scores 

you expected, there will be intervention available and summer work to complete as a boost! 

This term you will have started your 19th Century Text, and some of you will complete 

your Spoken Language endorsement: a 3-minute (or longer) talk on a topic you feel strongly 

about, followed by questions from fellow pupils. The summer is an opportunity to prepare 

for your mock exams in November which will be on Macbeth and your 19th Century Text 

and then Paper 2 for English Language. Keep memorising quotes and re-reading your texts. 
 

Parents: To aid pupils’ revision, we have a stock of Collins AQA GCSE 

Revision Guides which cover language and literature - they include 

revision materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are 

available from Mrs Niitsoo in A1 for £5 (RRP £10.99). These have proven to 

be very popular with Year 10, but if your child has not purchased one yet, 

we strongly recommend they do. For text-specific guides, we recommend 

the Yorknotes 9-1 guides.  

       
KS3: At the end of Term 5, Year 9 pupils enjoyed a visit from Lisa Heathfield who delivered 

an engaging presentation about her life and work as an author. A selected group of pupils 

were also lucky enough to participate in a creative workshop with her which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all. Thank you to the Librarian, Ms Tocknell, for organising this.  
 

Since the launch of Bedrock Vocabulary last term, the English department has seen a rapid 

improvement in pupils' vocabulary. Pupils are engaging well with the programme and 

should be completing a minimum of two lessons per week. Please encourage your child to 

complete more lessons and discuss the new vocabulary they are learning at home too.  
 

Finally, with the summer holidays fast approaching please encourage your child to delve 

into a good book. A list of recommended reads can be found on the St Richard's website. 
 

As always, thank you for your support.  

Mrs Wood and the English Team  

mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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Maths News 
Maths Doodle Club: Mr Parker-Harding runs Maths Doodle Club every 

Friday lunchtime in B6. All are welcome. There has always been strong 

links between the worlds of Maths and Art. The ability to draw, 

interpret and understand shapes and diagrams is vital in many parts of 

Maths. Many problems can be easier to see and solve if translated into 

a sketch or diagram. Mr Parker-Harding particularly recommends the 

works of the Dutch artists Piet Mondrian and M. C. Escher. Thank you 

to all the pupils who have supported and enjoyed this activity. 
 

Mangahigh: The Maths department has 

recently signed up Year 7 and Year 8 for the excellent website Mangahigh. 

Every pupil has an individual login and access to hundreds of different maths 

games and activities. Mangahigh is proven to be effective for the following 

reasons: 

Adaptivity: Each game covers certain learning topics and is designed to 

dynamically adapt in difficulty to the ability of the pupil in order to aid the 

pupil to stay in their zone of proximal development i.e. "the level of difficulty 

that is neither too hard nor too easy, and is the level at which optimal learning 

takes place" (Renaissance Learning, 2007). 

Automaticity: "is the ability to do things without occupying the mind with the low level details required. 

It is usually the result of learning, repetition, and practice”. All Mangahigh games have a meta-objective 

that the players strive to achieve by repeating a simple step (game mechanic) over and over again.  

Discipline and self-learning: Games develop pupils’ ability and curiosity to observe, hypothesise, test, 

evaluate, conclude and refine ideas that are not always possible with traditional pedagogic teaching. 

Application of theory: The games provide powerful contexts that often bring out the 'real-world' 

application of the topic at hand, thereby increasing the pupils’ interest in the content and encouraging 

them to explore further. 

Initial reviews from our pupils are overwhelmingly positive. They have displayed high levels of 

engagement and enjoyed the competitive element which is built into the activities. “I love the number 
games!”  CP, Year 7. 
 

Expectations and Equipment for September 2019: As well as looking back at the successes and bright 

futures of our Year 11 leavers, we look forward to starting again in September 2019. The Maths 

department’s expectations can be summed up in two words; punctual and prepared. We would 

recommend all our pupils to spend a few minutes before the end of this term checking their equipment 

for September – parents and carers will appreciate a small amount of organisation rather than that 

last minute rush to find a protractor! Ms Tocknell, our librarian, has a wide range of supplies in the 

stationery shop at reasonable prices.  
 

Certificates of Excellence: Certificates of Excellence in Maths are being presented before the end 

of term. The list of pupils who have impressed is too long to publish here, but we recognise the excellent 

effort that goes into building for long term success. 
 

Famous Mathematician: Mary Somerville 1780-1872: Mary Somerville was born 

at a time when it was not seen as necessary to give girls a good education. Mary 

was very interested in mathematics however, and tried to study whenever she 

could. She taught herself at home and spent time learning with friends and family 

members. Mary’s second husband William shared her interest in science and 

encouraged her to pursue her studies. In 1827 Mary was asked to translate a 

book by the French mathematician Laplace and her work was an immediate 
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success. In 1835, Somerville and Caroline Herschel became the first women members of the Royal 

Astronomical Society. For Somerville and many of her contemporaries the universe was a complete, 

harmonious and orderly system. Somerville College at Oxford University is named after her. 
 

County Maths Challenge: Seven Year 9 pupils attended St Andrews C of E High School for Boys, 

Worthing, for a County Maths Challenge. All the children enjoyed the various rounds and actively 

competed in all areas. The rounds featured the Countdown Numbers Round, Problem Solving, Practical 

Tasks, Problem Pictures and Universally Challenged.   
 

The girls: Frieya Biju Ampalathattil, Rosemary Davis and Carolina Jeneslas-Jeyakumar, performed 

admirably as they were the only team of 3. Their final position was 16th (out of 17 teams).  They were 

amongst the higher scorers in the last round entitled Universally Challenged and this brought them 

very close to the group of teams immediately above them. They would surely have been further up the 

final table if they had had a full team of four. 
 

The boys: Jack Gunson, Joseph Roser, Ivan Doolan Tanner and Jacob Symes, finished in equal 8th place 

overall. Only a few more points would have brought them into the top 5.     
 

Overall, this was a great day for the pupils who all took it very seriously, but also enjoyed the day. 
  

Mr Stickland, Maths Department 
 

UNIFORM 
In preparation for the new academic year, we would like to remind all parents/carers to ensure 

that our requirements regarding uniform are met. We would particularly like to draw your 
attention to the following rules which are listed in the School Handbook: 
 Boys’ trousers must be tailored fit (not ‘skinny’ fit or chino jeans style). 

 Coats must be worn in colder weather. There should be no denim, fur, suede or leather 
jackets or hooded sweatshirts/tracksuit tops/sports jackets. 

 Skirts must be of regulation colour and knee length. 
 All pupils must wear black school shoes (no heels, boots, canvas or backless shoes). 
 Hairstyles must be of a conventional nature. Girls’ hair should be neatly tied back. Boys 

must have short hairstyles (minimum grade 3). Tram-lines, wedges, undercuts or shaved 
hair are not allowed. Styling products are not permitted. Highlighting and colouring of hair 

for both genders is not permitted and neither are extensions. Boys must be clean shaven. 
 Jumpers with holes in need to be replaced. All sizes are currently available from 

Mrs O’Brien. 
 

As you know, we believe that uniform is a sign of order and discipline so we ask you to support 

us in maintaining the highest of standards. If in doubt, please do not hesitate to check with 
your son/daughter's Pastoral Leader before the end of term. We expect all pupils to return in 

September smartly and suitably dressed to focus on their studies. Thank you for your 
co-operation in this. 

 
 
 
 
  

School Uniform/Equipment Ordering 
A school uniform and equipment price list and order form can now be viewed/downloaded on the school website 
at the following link: https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/ 
 

Uniform/equipment can also be ordered and paid for on-line using the following link (which can be found 
beneath the school uniform order form): https://www.scopay.com/login.html 
 

To use this on-line payment system you need to request login details from the Finance Office, if you have not 
already done so. Payments are processed securely through Worldpay. Please email: finance@strichardscc.com 
for login details.   
 

New Year 7 pupils for September 2019 must order PE kit online from: www.yourschooluniform.com 
 

Uniform can also be purchased by pupils from Mrs O’Brien. Payment can be made by cash or cheque.   

https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/
https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
http://www.yourschooluniform.com/
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

As the year draws to a close, pupils are working hard and are getting involved in some exciting activities in 

RE. 
 

The Year 7 pupils have been learning about Sikhism. They have learnt about the Guru Granth 

Sahib (the Sikh holy book), the Gurdwara (Sikh place of worship) and Guru Nanak (founder 

of Sikhism).  One lesson has been taught experientially by the classroom being set out as a 

gurdwara. 
 

Year 7 work to be 

celebrated… 

This is Oliver Ardley’s 

Fairtrade poem he completed 

last term. This work was in 

relation to the Faith into 

Action unit pupils completed 

in term 5. Well done, Oliver! 
 

Year 8 pupils 

have been 

learning about 

Hinduism. They have learnt 

about some of the Hindu 

gods and goddesses and worship in the 

temple and at home.  Pupils have had some 

experiential lessons where their classroom 

had a Hindu shrine.   

Year 9 pupils have been 

learning about Islam. They 

have learnt about 

Muhammad (founder of 

Islam), the Qur’an (Muslims Holy Book) and how Muslims worship in a mosque (Muslim 

place of worship). Some pupils had an experiential lesson where the boys and girls were 

taught in different places in the classroom. They had to take their shoes off and have their heads 

covered.  Pupils really enjoyed this element of their learning.   
 

Some pupils in Year 9 went to 

visit the mosque in Bexhill on 

Monday, 1st July. During their 

visit they looked around the 
mosque, were given a talk by the 

Imam (leader of the mosque) and 

were able to ask questions. They 

were also able to see where 

Muslims perform wudu (ritual 

washing) and got to try some 

dates. This is the food Muslims break their fast with in the month of 

Ramadan. In their next RE class they shared their learning with the rest of 

the class. Tania Rawalson said, “The trip to the mosque was really interesting 

and useful. We learnt the similarities between Islam and Christianity and the five 

pillars they must obey. We were shown around the mosque and saw the different features of the mosque and tried 

some halal dates and sweets. Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed the mosque trip.”  
 

Year 10 pupils have finished their fifth unit (out of eight for the GCSE) on “Relationships.” This unit covered 

the areas of marriage, divorce and annulment, family life and family planning, gender prejudice and equality.  
  

Mrs Mead, Subject Leader for RE   

Fairtrade Poem by Oliver Ardley 
 

I work all day and I work all night 

It's not fair, the conditions are not right! 
 

Unfair wages, low payments in stages. 

Children go without water, that could be your daughter. 
 

We don't want food covered in chemical. 

Let's do something incredible! 
 

Co-operation instead of competition. 

It's not that tough a decision! 
 

Together we can make a difference. 

Let's break the silence! 
 

Trading fairly, fair price, changing the way producers trade. 

It's not just about rice, everything is well made! 
 

Tip the balance, protect the environment. 

we rise to the challenge, let's get this to the government. 
 

Only buy with the Fair Trade mark. 

Don't leave them standing in the Dark! 
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Science Department News 
Ethical Eden 2019 10th Anniversary 
St Richard’s returned for our tenth year to Woodland Valley incorporating our annual sojourn to Widemouth 
Bay for abseiling and surfing, a new walk from Tintagel to St Nectan’s Glen, bowling and geocaching on 
Minion Moor. A very good time was had by all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 6 Taster Days  
St Richard’s new Year 7 pupils enjoyed taster lessons in science, learning the physics of flight and then making 
and launching paper rockets among other exciting experiments. Using a bicycle pump and compressed air 
as their propulsion, the rockets travelled southwards adjacent to A Block, on one occasion clearing the fence. 
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Polar Physics Days 

Thank 
you, thank you, thank you! Thank you for creating a space in which the kids in 
my class can step into a mainstream environment and learn about science.’ 

National Science & Engineering Competition: Judge’s Feedback  
St Richard’s entered 3 competition clubs this year (GEMS; Science Storytellers 3: Periodicity and Project Pi3). 
All received positive praise and feedback from the judges. St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club were talking to 
Scotland and other European countries further afield on the radio. 
 

GEMS 
As most of the pupils in the club were on their work experience week, Year 8’s Louise 
Rabino represented the whole team when talking to the judges (there were 5 judges!). The 
judges commented on Louise’s ‘Excellent presentation and enthusiasm on behalf of the 
team. GEMS is a great idea/community/engagement with younger students.’ As an 
improvement, the team were asked to consider ‘real-world applications.’ 
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Science Storytellers 3: Periodicity 
Prior to their competition at STEMFest, storyteller, Kevin Graal, joined us 
again to lead storytelling workshops with the ‘Periodicity’ pupils in Year 7 
(this being our third year of Science Storytelling). Within a week, the pupils 
were telling their tales of the Periodic Table at the Big Bang South East 
competition in Ardingley. The judges on the day included STEM 
professionals from across the region, former teachers across all Key Stages 
and science celebrity (formerly TV’s Brainiac presenter), Jon Tickle.  
 

While the pupils were not really aware of his fame, I was excited to meet him as I recall that he had once 
filmed an excellent TV piece about non-Newtonian fluids, while walking on custard! The judges particularly 

liked ‘Multi-disciplinary! Lots of time and effort put in. Knowledgeable 
team. Very good presentation. Booklets about project.’ As they fed 
back to the Year 7 Science Storytellers team, they further advised 
that the group should ‘highlight individual experiments better with 
more focus as too broad a question at the moment.’ When evaluating 
the project as a whole, the judges asked ‘Could approach/model be 
applied to other science topics? And could the model be applied to 
real world.’ Perhaps they had not picked up on this being our third 
year using this format / model? 

 

Project Pi3 
Year 7 pupil, William Mansbridge, bravely spoke to judges on behalf of the Year 11 pupils from Project Pi3.  
They commented ‘Credit to Year 8 (sic) student for standing in for presenting the project even if he wasn’t 
part of the team. He showed good enthusiasm and I am sure he gained a lot from this experience.’  Well 
done, Will! 
 

All of the competitors received certificates for their efforts and on the day were entertained by Ian B. Dunne 
(a.k.a. Professor Science) as he played the theramin, admonished robotic crows and threw fireballs around. 

 

Year 8 Block Day: Science in the City  

As part of the new format Block Days, 30 Year 8 pupils took the train to London for an overnight stay with a 

science theme on our Science in The City trip. The weather was kind to us and all of the pupils and 

accompanying adults enjoyed the trip immensely Olivia Barrellie reporting, ‘I also loved walking around the 

markets because it was nice to not only go to the museums but to go other places.’ She continued, ‘I really 
liked the science in the city trip. It was fun and educational. There is so much to do during this trip. One of my 

favourite parts was definitely the science museum. It was so 
interesting as you could learn in an interactive way.’ 
 

Starting off with a world-renowned Natural History Museum 

(after a lunch stop for the best jam doughnuts in the world and 

blue slushies!) we popped around the corner to the Science 

Museum for some Space stealth learning! 
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Miles Davies, ‘really enjoyed the Science Museum because there was so much 

fun stuff to do like go to the massive moon area which was really fun.’ On our 

journey back to St Paul’s in Central London, we took a detour through Hyde Park 

and had an ‘end of day’ splash around in the Princess Diana Memorial Fountain 

and cooled off before arriving at St Paul’s Youth Hostel to take an evening meal 

and retire to the sound of church bells! Pupils made good use of ‘Just Eat’ to 

have various food delivered (including ribs!), and with a McDonald’s literally 100 

yards away, everyone went to bed with a full stomach! 
 

After a generous breakfast the following morning we walked across the 

Millennium Bridge to the South Bank and then along the banks of the Thames 

doing a little sight-seeing along the way. Marvelling at the Globe Theatre, we also 

passed Winchester Palace (a ruined former 12th century townhouse of the 

Bishops of Winchester) tucked behind some modern carbuncle offices on 

Pickford’s Wharf and Sir Francis Drake’s Golden Hind, all en route to Borough 

Market to pick up lunch before we set off to the Greenwich Peninsula, to the 

‘Home of Time’. All of the pupils liked Borough market (world-renowned for its 

exotic food and drinks) including sniffing the super-expensive – and smelly! – 

black truffle, and eating the sweetest, super-sized and most succulent 

strawberries from Kent. 
 

Jude Babalola reported, ‘The market there was amazing! All of the food, drinks, 

and clothes were great.’ It was to Greenwich Market we headed next, by walking 

through a Victorian foot tunnel under the Thames. When we arrived at the other 

bank we were right in the middle of a Spanish Culture Festival with interesting 

food choices and free salsa dancing (Ms Vanvuchelen was excellent at this, Dr Durkin not so co-ordinated 

and Matt not at all!). The annual Pride festival was taking place in Central London 

on Saturday, so everywhere we travelled there were rainbows galore in 

celebration and people in flamboyant outfits. 
  

Evlampia Zacon was delighted to be on the trip, adding ‘I liked the food from the 

markets and I liked dancing with my friends and teachers at the last market we 
went to.’ We headed through the Greenwich Royal Park to the Meridian 

Courtyard, Flamsteed House and ultimately, a planetarium show about the 

moons in our Solar System to end the day and the trip. 
 

Pupil feedback was very positive about the experience with suggested improvements hinting at having our 

activities ‘closer together with less walking!’ 

Alicia Farrer commented, ‘My favourite parts had 

to be the planetarium, the markets and exploring 
London’ and she was not alone in recommending 
this trip to future participants. Ellie Hildyard-
Woods said, ‘The planetarium show was 
magnificent! It was very interesting and fun to 
watch as well, the space potatoes were fun’. Erin 
Towns thought, ‘I learnt a lot on the trip but it 
was a lot of fun as well.’ Maisie Scrivener 
reflected that, ‘I had a wonderful experience 
getting to know so many people and learning 
along the way.’ 
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One Giant Leap…. 
On Saturday, 20th July it will be 50 years since a human being stepped off 
our world onto another. We will be celebrating this historical day at St 
Richard’s with an afternoon/evening of Astronomy Adventures. The day 
starts at 1pm and there are timed activities throughout the day. Attractions 
include a HAB (High Altitude Balloon) launch and tracking, lectures and 
talks, the inflatable planetarium and some Star Wars stormtroopers. The 
event is free, but you are advised to book tickets for the talk. 
For those unable to join us, the High Altitude Balloons (‘Neil’ and ‘Buzz’) will be launched at 2.00pm and may 
be tracked using the following tracking site https://tracker.habhub.org/. 
 

Young Investigators Science Club by Mrs Fox  
Young Investigators is a Year 7 science club that runs every Thursday lunchtime. 
It is a practical club where pupils do a different experiment each week. Over the 
year we have completed the following activities: chemical reactions, speed, 
density, vacuums, changes of state, electrolysis, dissections, Christmas tree 
dendrochronology, making bird feeders and completing a gardening challenge 
to name but a few! 
 

Over 30 pupils have participated throughout the year, with 12 being the average 
group size.  Of these, 11 pupils have put in over 10 hours of work throughout the 
year and their names have been put forward to receive the Bronze Crest Award 
in Science. Congratulations go to: Ann Raju, Peter John, Maria King, Kinga Kielar, 
William Mansbridge, Jonas Litvinavicius, Jakub Chmielik, Chelsey Webster, Anita 
Thomas, Summer Crossett and Felix Reji-John. I would like to thank everyone 
who has joined in throughout the year. 
 

The Jacket Potato Project by Summer Crossett, “I have really enjoyed this project, 
so let me tell you what we have done. First, we planted some potatoes in grow 
bags and watered them. We left them outside in the sunshine so that they could 
grow.  Later we tested the leaves for starch to see if they had been 
photosynthesising. Next we dug up the potatoes, cooked and ate them in the next 
session. They all tasted very nice! I have truly loved this project and it was really fun that we actually got to 
eat them in the end!”  
 

Science club teaches you a lot of things in a fun way by Kinga Kielar, “One of my favourite lessons was when 
we planted the potatoes and then tested them to see if they had photosynthesised. We did this by getting a 
leaf and putting it into ethanol to decolourise it. We then added drops of iodine to the leaf. The iodine 
changed colour from brown to black, showing that starch was present in the leaf. After a few months, we 
dug them out and spilled soil everywhere! The following lesson we had them for lunch in food tech. I would 
recommend the club to anyone who likes science.”  
 

Finally 
It has been a true source of real joy to me, to be able to support enrichment activities at St Richard’s during 
my 14 years here (both training and on staff!). As the Curriculum Enhancement Co-ordinator for the science 
department I have been involved in all 14 Science Weeks; a multitude of evening and day trips and longer 
residential visits, both at home and abroad; competitions galore with success for our amazing pupils at local, 
regional and national level and along the way I have met many wonderful and passionate science folks. I 
have had the great good fortune to work cross curricularly with most of the other subject areas doing project 
work and to be St Richard’s representative on educational boards and working groups across the region. I 
have qualified as an ESERO Space Ambassador, a Specialist Leader of Education; Foundation Amateur Radio 
Licence holder and was delighted to receive an A* in GCSE Astronomy alongside Mrs Jones, and the first 
cohort of Year 9 Astronomers. It has been an enriching, emotional and exhausting experience and I will miss 
you all. ‘So long and thanks for all the trips!’           
 

Dr Durkin  

https://tracker.habhub.org/
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Au revoir Year 11 
After five years of hard work we say goodbye to our Year 11 pupils. We wish them the best for the 
future and we hope they keep learning and using the languages they have been learning with us at St 
Richard’s. We are now looking forward to working alongside our next GCSE group in what we hope 
will be a year full of learning and enjoyment. 
 

你好 Mandarin Chinese Taster Session 

Congratulations to the twenty-six Year 7 pupils who took part in the Mandarin Chinese taster lesson 
this term. After a half an hour lesson with their Chinese teacher, it was fantastic to see them already 
able to have a conversation using the language they had learnt. Well done to everyone involved for 
taking part with such enthusiasm. More details about the weekly sessions will follow at the start of 
the new academic year.  
 

FRENCH NEWS 

Looking back and forward: Congratulations to so many of the pupils across the year 
groups who have learnt so much French this year. Since completing the end of year 
reading, listening and writing exams in each year group, all pupils are having the 
opportunity to have one-to-one conversations in French with their teachers talking 
about a mixture of topics covered in the year. We have been delighted to hear pupils 
being able to talk in French, recalling language and using it to speak with confidence! 

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 12:45pm until 1:30pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 
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As well as enjoying a well-deserved rest, we hope to see lots of pupils 
taking up the ‘French Summer Challenges’. Year 7 are going to research 
a French town of their choice and prepare a booklet of information 
about it, ready to use in their first module in September. Year 8 are going 
to film a short video in French, teaching a topic of their choice from this 

year’s work (e.g. giving directions in town or describing a range of outfits). Year 9 are going to research 
a special event or festival in France or the French-speaking world. Finally, Year 10 will be getting to 
grips with their GCSE Speaking role plays by practising lots of topics and choosing one to film. We 
look forward to rewarding pupils for effort and quality of work produced for their respective ‘French 
Summer Challenges’ in September! 

 

French Club: Well done to all those regular members of French Club this year who have 
shown great enthusiasm to practise their French and broaden their cultural knowledge 
in a whole range of activities. French Club in Term 6 has had a cultural focus in 
discovering facts about places, people and historical events. The members have been 
working hard, preparing a presentation and quiz to share with Year 7 in time for ‘Bastille 
Day’, the national day of France, in the last week of term.  

French trip to Normandy in 2020: Details about this four-day residential trip have been shared with all 
pupils currently in year 7 in the first instance. Following another very enjoyable and successful trip 
with Year 8 last February, we are looking forward to taking another group in April next year. The 
purpose of the trip is to provide our pupils with a cultural taste of France, as well as giving them the 
opportunity to take part in some transactional activities 
where they can put into practice the language learnt in 
school. The Year 8 pupils who took part this year certainly 
rose to the challenge and, as was reported in the March 
newsletter, had an extremely rewarding experience. If you 
would like more details or did not receive the letter, please 
contact Miss Chong before the end of term: 
misschongc@strichardscc.com  
 

SPANISH NEWS                                                                                                
Year 9 “Película y Tapas”: May saw the first official event for the newly created, Year 9 “Spanish 

Ambassadors”. Both Heathfield and Claverham 
college representatives attended our “Film and 
Tapas” event. 
 

Amelie and Mimi, two of our Year 9 
Ambassadors, describe the event: “The Year 9 
'Spanish Film and Tapas Night' was a great 
success. We watched an enjoyable film called 
'Carlitos' which is based in Spain with the main 
character being the inspirational orphan and 

football fanatic, Carlitos. His dreams of being a professional football 
player and being adopted are slowly shattered by the malicious headmaster. However, the coach 
takes him under his wing and helps him achieve his goal of playing for the Spanish Junior Team in 
the World Cup! This uplifting ending was a great way to lead into the delicious tapas!” 
 

“It was a delight to be invited to St Richard’s to take part in the well-organised Tapas evening. 
Heathfield students really got a buzz out of meeting students from 2 other schools and spent a very 
enjoyable evening being immersed in the Spanish language. Thank you to Mrs Scott for organising 
this event and we hope to reciprocate later in the year!” Mrs Ridgwell, Heathfield College 
 

Year 10 “Sala de Escape”: The beginning of term 6 began with a surprise activity for Year 10 pupils, 
who on the first Wednesday back were told to go the new Sports Hall instead of their classrooms! 
The task was to complete a series of activities “escape room style” in order to be the champion. There 

mailto:misschongc@strichardscc.com


25 

was a mix of physical activities such as basketball, mathematics (tarsias) and translations. Well done 
everyone for taking part! We are looking forward to our next “Sala de Escape”. 
 

GERMAN NEWS 
Summer is fast approaching, Eis (ice creams) and grillen (BBQs) are already 
in full swing as the weather heats up and people in Germany are soaking up 
the highlights of the Women’s Football World Cup. Germany is a great place 
to visit when there is a big tournament on as it adopts a carnival atmosphere. 
You’ll see flags from all nations proudly displayed in cars, offices and homes 
and women’s football is very popular. Viel Glück!  Wir drücken die Daumen!  
 

Germany also hosts a lot of wonderful festivals at this time of year.  Berlin is 
a must for the Carnival of Cultures which pays tribute to the multicultural 
aspect of Germany’s capital. For classical music lovers a trip to Leipzig to 
see some of Bach’s masterpieces would also be worth a visit. This is, after 
all, the city’s most famous resident. For those of you who just want to have 
some fun in the sun, head to Hamburg for the Summer DOM festival. Since 
the 14th century, the city has celebrated the DOM, one of the largest open-air fun fairs in the North of 
Germany. 
 

Term 6 News: This term has been all about revision and independent learning as pupils have been 
prepared for and have sat their end of year exams. By the time you read this newsletter we will have 
also welcomed Year 6 pupils to our MFL taster day. This was a great opportunity for them to 
experience all three languages and learn lots about the cultural aspects of each country. We are 
looking forward to meeting our new Year 7 classes properly in September.  
 

As we draw to the end of this academic year we would like to wish all our pupils a wonderful summer 
holiday. We know that we have kept you busy and we would encourage you to practise your German 
at every opportunity during the summer break. We look forward to reading through your holiday work 
on your return in September. 
 

Competition time: We would love to hear about your travels to German speaking countries or what 
you have been doing over the summer. We are going to award some prizes to the most original 
postcard sent to either Miss Auzinger or Miss Tester at St Richard’s written in German. Surprise us:-) 

 

CULTURAL CORNER 
Eurovision: In case you missed this annual music event, here is a brief 
summary and some facts about Eurovision. 2019 marked the 64th 
edition of the contest and Tel Aviv hosted. The Netherlands won this 

time around with the song Arcade. With seven victories, Ireland is the most successful country in the 
contest. Abba is the most successful Eurovision Song Contest winner and the most covered 
Eurovision Song Contest song is Domenico Mudugno‘s Nel Blu Di Pinto Di Blu, also known as Volare.  
 

Tour de France: As well as hosting FIFA’s Women’s Football World Cup, 
France is gearing up for the annual Tour de France cycling race which 
takes place over three weeks. This thrilling and awe-inspiring race 
attracts over 12 million spectators each year, making it the largest 
sporting event in the world. The first three people to find out the answers 
to these questions will win a small prize, so come to B14 or B4 to be in 
with a chance by the end of term. 

1) When was the first ever Tour de France held? 
2) What is the average amount of calories that a rider will need to 

consume over the next three weeks?  A) 10,000   B) 120,000 or C) 250,000 
3) Who was the youngest cyclist to win the Tour de France?  (Name, age and date) 
4) Can women race in this event? 

 

Miss Chong, Mrs Scott & Miss Auzinger  
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**Keep up to date with all the latest Geography news with @StRichardsGeog on Twitter!** 
 

Year 6: On 26th and 27th June the Year 6 pupils had the chance to experience a geography lesson. It was an 
opportunity to be creative and use prior knowledge and then learn new facts - some serious and some fun 
about the population, climate, landforms, cities and foods of four countries. We called it ‘Geography on a 
plate’ as the work was presented on a paper plate. The countries included Japan, India, Kenya and the UK. 
The Year 6 pupils created some fantastic work and extended their knowledge about one of these countries. 

Year 7: Year 7 are now completing their study of geography with a unit about Kenya. This unit is really 
interesting as pupils learn about the culture, climate, landforms, challenges and opportunities, environments 
and people in a country that has many similarities and contrasts to the UK. All pupils have had the 
opportunity to handle Pokot tribe artefacts including their traditional beaded jewellery, seats, sticks, bows 
and crafts.  
 

To show support for Kenya all year round, we have a ‘Shop in a box’ with stationery items that pupils can 
purchase. Half the money from this we send to the Pokot tribe in Kenya to help them improve their school 
and water supplies.  
 

Year 8 Visit Galley Hill: With the beach just minutes away, Year 8 Geographers 
have had the opportunity to visit Galley Hill as part of their Coastal Studies unit 
of work. In this educational visit, pupils walked to the beach during their 
geography lesson and used the department's latest digital equipment to 
record data first hand and explore the processes at work at Galley Hill. This 
helped them to understand the impact that this may have on the people who 
live in this location. Pupils enjoyed applying the wave theory of erosion, 
transportation and deposition, and then analysing the impact of coastal 
management and evaluating its success. A real opportunity to 
see geography in action. 

 

KS3 South of England Trip: At the start of term 6, 45 KS3 pupils visited the South of England Show in Ardingly, 
West Sussex. The Geography Club entered a competition to create a dream catcher from beach materials. 
We used this as an excellent excuse to clean up our beach and made our winning dream catcher from plastic 
rubbish and debris. The Geography Club also made several flower pots and decorated them with key 
environmental messages: one focusing on our local bee population; another on our natural environment 

Year 8 collecting data on 
the beach at Galley Hill - 

measuring the long profile 

https://twitter.com/StRichardsGeog
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and the final one on food production in the countryside. These were beautifully presented and won first 
prize! (see photo below) 

 

Pupils enjoyed an educational tour 
of the showground, including a 
livestock tour, where they learnt 
about breeds of cattle, sheep, pigs, 
goats and chickens. Pupils loved the 
hands on aspect of the livestock and 
learnt all about particular breeds 
from the owners themselves. The 
range of stalls and exhibitions were 

also valuable, including learning about local produce through to 
demonstrations in the Show Ring. Pupils were invited to attend this 
trip as a reward for their hard work and commitment to learning in 
lessons, outstanding creativity and effort in their homework. The trip 
plans to run again in June 2020 so keep working hard! 

Year 9 Isle of Wight Trip: 36 Year 9 
pupils headed to the Isle of Wight on 
5th-7th July to explore the vast range 
of geography on offer! Pupils 
travelled across to the island by ferry 
in the glorious sunshine on Friday 
morning, quickly moving on to 
explore the towns and coastline of 
Ventnor and Sandown, before finally heading to our accommodation at the Little Canada PGL Centre with 
sporting activities in the evening. It was great to burn off some energy in the fun fuelled games. Saturday 
was a busy but exciting day with a quick set of activities in the classroom in the early morning before heading 
to the much loved Needles to look at the geology as well as fill those glass sculptures with sand! After lunch 
at Freshwater Bay and using equipment to find about the beach morphology, came the eagerly anticipated 
fossil talk led by the expert Flic from Island Gems. She then guided us on a fossil hunt along Compton Bay 
where we tried to find that elusive fossil bone! Everyone found at least one fossil which was amazing - and 
they were allowed to keep 
them. The evening was 
spent on the beach 
around a campfire, telling 
pirate stories and hunting 
for the pirate treasure. 
Sunday was another fun 
day and pupils enjoyed 
the activities which PGL 
has to offer flying through 

The winning dream catcher 
made from recycled materials 

and beach litter 

Photos showing the range of activities the pupils saw or participated in at the South of England show 



28 

the air at great speed on the trapeze and zipwire. It was a great weekend and the pupils were a real credit 
to the school. Well done, everyone! 
 

Year 10 Visit Eastbourne: On the 4th July, the GCSE Geographers 
spent the day exploring the coastal resort of Eastbourne. Pupils were 
incredibly lucky to learn all about the coastal management of the area 
from Mr Long, a team leader at the Environment Agency and then see 
its impact first hand. They also spent time exploring very different 
locations within the town to see how the quality of life can really differ 
just a matter of only footsteps away. They used digital equipment, 
apps to measure noise pollution as well as all the usual surveys and 
questionnaires! Now back to the classroom to analyse all the data that 
they have collected. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WorldWise Week - Celebrating Geography! In the last week of June, it was a Geography Awareness Week 
which focused on celebrating geography! We ran a country quiz in our KS3 lessons where pupils had four 
minutes to name the 27 countries which only have five letters in their name. In forms pupils had to locate 
15 pictures that were taken of the earth from space - an unusual perspective was enjoyed by all! 
Congratulations to the winners: 8L, 8F and 7U. Finally, the Geography Club celebrated in style watching the 
Equator from the Air documentary. We spent time flying over Africa and South-East Asia and really enjoyed 
the phenomenal photography and the world in which we live. 

 

Best Recycling School in East Sussex: We have continued to strive 
to live up to our Award with introducing battery recycling. We had 
our first collection and were able to recycle 50kg of batteries that 
are not in landfill or seeping dangerous chemicals into the water 
supply or soil. Well done to all those who brought their batteries in 
- don’t stop now! We will continue to collect these and protect our 

environment. We have surpassed 10,000 milk bottle tops this year and are thrilled to 
have saved so many from our oceans and contributed so many to playground equipment 
for young children which contributes towards an MRI scanner at the Conquest Hospital. We will continue to 
collect these next year. Remember we can only recycle tops with a 2 or 4 in the triangle. 

 

Eco School: We have relaunched our Eco Committee and are currently surveying 10 different 
aspects of school life to assess how we can strive forward to a more sustainable future. If 
any parents would be interested in joining our Eco Committee we would love to have your 
input in our discussions. If you were able to attend any meetings 
that would be wonderful, however we would welcome your input 
by email and would keep you updated with the minutes of our 

meetings. If you would be interested in getting involved, please contact Mrs Akrasi 
(mrsakrasic@strichardscc.com).  
 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography  

mailto:mrsakrasic@strichardscc.com
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History Department News 
 

Key Stage 3: As the year draws to a close, pupils will be completing their 
final units in Years 7 and 8. Over the summer pupils may wish to investigate 
some of the topics they will be embarking on next year. These are the topics 
pupils can look forward to: 
Year 8: English Civil War, French Revolution and Industrial Revolution 
Year 9: Slavery and Civil Rights in the USA, WW1, WW2 and the Holocaust and The British 
Empire and India 
 

Key Stage 4: Year 9 pupils have risen to the challenge in terms of taking on their new GCSE 
course and working hard towards their targets. As we finish for the summer all pupils will have 
completed their first unit of study, the American West. When we return in September, pupils will 
begin Year 10 with the study of Medicine and Health 1250-present day. Pupils will also be 
completing an assessment on the American West unit during their first week back, therefore it is 
important that all prepare over the holidays by carrying out revision activities. Pupils must also 
ensure that all work is completed and up to date. Make use of the resources on the History section 
within pupil drive to help fill any gaps in knowledge. 
 

Year 10 are completing their studies of either Anglo-Saxon and Norman England or Elizabeth I.  
It is important that, over the holidays, pupils spend time catching up on any work missing and 
ensure that their books are up to date. In September, pupils will begin unit 4 of their GCSE 
studies, Weimar and Nazi Germany. Pupils are encouraged to begin their reading and preparation 
around this topic over the summer.   
 

There are numerous books and films relating to all units which we recommend making use of over 
the summer break; see the list below for inspiration: 
American West 
Book and Film: Dee Brown, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee 
Documentary: Ken Burns Presents the West (available on Netflix) 
Documentary: Tony Robinson’s Wild West (on YouTube) 
Medicine and Health 1250-present day 
Book: Roy Porter, Blood and Guts; a short history of Medicine 
Film: Medicine Through Time Bitesize Revision (available on YouTube) 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 
Book: Peter Marren, 1066: The Battles of York, Stamford Bridge and Hastings 
Documentary: BBC, Robert Bartlett, The Normans 
Documentary: BBC, Dan and Peter Snow, Battlefield Britain 
Elizabethan England 
Films: Elizabeth and Elizabeth the Golden Age 
Book: David Loades: The Tudors for Dummies (Chapter IV) 
Weimar and Nazi Germany 
Film: The Nazis, A Warning From History (available on YouTube) 
 

Class Textbooks: In September, all pupils will be given the chance to order key History textbooks 
through the school. However, if you would like to purchase your own before this, the books we use 
in lessons are listed below and can be found on Amazon. 
Edexcel GCSE 9-1 History Medicine Through Time, c1250- present ISBN 9781292127378 
Edexcel GCSE 9-1 History The American West, c1835-c1895 ISBN 9781292127309 
Edexcel GCSE 9-1 History Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 ISBN 9781292127347 
EITHER Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588 ISBN: 9781292127262 
OR Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England c1060-1088 ISBN:  9781292127231 
 

Extra-Curricular News 
Visit from Bexhill College History Department: On Tuesday, 2nd July, Year 10 pupils were treated 
to an introductory A level History session. Led by three lecturers from Bexhill College, pupils 
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investigated and analysed sources to determine usefulness and explored the implications of bias.  
Pupils were also given an introduction to the A level History and Classics courses that are offered 
at Bexhill, and considered the long term career choices that can arise from the study of History.  
The session provided a useful insight into the study of A level History and the many doors that 
the subject can open. 

 

Hampton Court Palace Trip: On Thursday, 4th July GCSE 
History pupils in Year 10 who are currently studying Early 
Elizabethan England travelled to Hampton Court Palace to 
investigate Tudor life and the legacy of Elizabeth. Pupils 
toured the Great Hall, Henry VIII’s apartments, Henry 
VIII’s kitchens and the Chapel Royal, and were amazed by 
the scale and grandeur of the palace. Analysing portraits of 
Elizabeth and her family, 
pupils developed a deeper 
understanding of the 
significance of Elizabeth’s 
past in shaping her future. 
The trip was supplemented 
by the film ‘Elizabeth’ and 
‘Elizabeth the Golden Age’ 
during the coach journey 
and pupils returned to 
school with a deeper and 
more vivid understanding of 
the Elizabethan age.  
 

Pevensey Castle and Battle Abbey Trip: On Thursday, 4th July, the other half of the History 
cohort, currently studying Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, travelled to Pevensey Castle and 
Battle Abbey to investigate the arrival of the Normans in England and the events of the Battle of 
Hastings. The day began with a tour of the grounds and exhibition at Pevensey Castle. Pupils were 
able to investigate the nature of the landscape in 1066 and what life was like in England before 
the arrival of the Normans. Following this, the group travelled to Battle Abbey where pupils toured 
both the exhibition and battlefield site. The scale of the conflict and nature of the battle really 
became clear as pupils walked the perimeter of the battlefield and took in the site of the Abbey.  
The day was a great success and all pupils gained a huge amount from the out of class learning 
that they undertook. Well done, Year 10, for your excellent conduct and enquiring minds. 

Summer Holiday Postcard Competition 
This summer we would love for you to 
share with us any History based 
adventures you have.  During your 
holidays, if you visit a place with 
historical significance, we would like 
you to send us a postcard! Tell us the 
most interesting fact you have found out 
about that place, and you could be in 
with the chance of winning a prize! We 
hope to make a lovely display of all your postcards from around the globe 
- so the more you can send, the better! 
 

Finally, have a wonderful summer holiday. Well done for a fantastic year. 
We look forward to seeing you all in September and continuing your historical learning journey 
with you! 
 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History (mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com) 
 

  

mailto:mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com
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ART DEPARTMENT 
 

We are really excited to show you all the wonderful 
GCSE Artwork produced by our Year 11, but must 
wait until the grades are finalised and released in 
August. Then we will share all their stunning work in 
the Newsletter and on our Twitter site. Our GCSE 
Showcase End of Year Show was a great success 
with a fantastic turnout from parents, pupils and staff. Our Year 10 Art pupils had a sneak preview of the new 
Hastings Contemporary Gallery before it opens to the public. They took part in a fantastic workshop with artist 
Rebecca Ainscough. We look forward to lots more workshops in the future. Our Year 10 pupils also enjoyed 

a trip to Sussex Coast College where they were taken around the facilities 
and took part in a printing workshop with lovely results. Our Year 9 pupils are 
really looking forward to the Ian Murphy Drawing Workshop, which takes 
place next week.  

 

Both our Year 10 groups are 
working very well. Art and 
Design are working on 
‘Fragments/Architecture’, and 
the quality of drawing and 
design is superb. Each page is 
beautifully embellished. Really 
exciting scale and detail 
expected with a large scale 
Gaudi sculpture being 
constructed in clay. Fine Art are 
working on observational 

drawing and portraiture and the results are looking fantastic.  
 

Our pupils have been painting the huge backdrop for the college production of Bugsy Malone. The flats are 
now in-situ and really evoke the spirit of New York. Year 9 are focused and enjoying their surrealism topic 
and have made their Dali Melting Clocks in clay. Fine Art are producing beautifully detailed still life acrylic 
work. Year 7 and 8 are making their Gaudi frames and fantasy teapots respectively. Fine Art are producing 
richly embellished paintings inspired by sketchbook work, based on ‘Day of the Dead’ and Bugs and Insects.  
 

Congratulations to Isabella East for winning the ‘Write on Art’ Prize. Further exciting competitions in the 
pipeline are Keith Brenner Prize, Specialist Crafts Award, Mall Gallery, Farley Arts Award, and Educational 
Art Prize.com. We have sent away the superb entries for the ‘Harry Potter Design a Patronus’ competition 
and ‘The Royal Navy and Royal Marines Children’s Fund’ competition. Good luck to our pupils.  
  

Finally, I would like to thank Mrs Starr, for all her hard work this term. She has been teaching our Key Stage 
3 pupils and they have all really enjoyed her lessons.  
 

Thank you and keep creating! 
 

Mr Peachment, Art Subject Leader  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Year 8 work from Oliver Wait, 
Charles O’Neill, Dominic Corbin, 

Finley Dorling-Parkes and 
Freddie Smiles.  

Year 10 Hastings Contemporary 
Gallery & Workshop 
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Year 8 
Novelty 
Teapots 

Year 7 Gaudi Picture Frames 

Year 9 Salvador Dali Melting Clocks 

Year 9 Rangoli Year 9 Di Chirico 
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The Week Junior Harry Potter Competition 
The art department were delighted to hear that Jessica Ellis in 
Year 9 was a runner up in The Week Junior Harry Potter 
competition. Jessica wins a set of the first three hardback house 
editions in her chosen Hogwarts house livery and the St Richard's 
library will receive a complete set of Harry Potter hardbacks with 
cover illustrations by Jonny Duddle, and a year’s subscription to 
The Week Junior. 
 

Jessica drew her amazing picture of her own Patronus (magical 
animal guardian) and the 
competition was held to 

celebrate the 20th anniversary of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. 
The National competition was judged by a panel that included artist Levi 
Pinfold – who illustrates the house editions of the Harry Potter books; Emily 
Drabble from the charity Booktrust; and Anna Bassi, Editor-in-chief of The 
Week Junior.  
 

Year 10 pupil, Isabella East, was also recognised for her entry and was 
awarded an honourable mention prize. She will also receive a prize from 
Bloomsbury the Harry Potter publishing house. 

Harry 
Potter 

competition 
entries 
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What an exciting year the Performing Arts department has had! By the time you will be reading this we will 
be at the end of the show run for Bugsy Malone.  
 

It has been an absolute thrill to work with our pupils on this production, even if it did get a little messy at times 
with the splurge guns and custard pies! The effort put into this show by staff and pupils alike has been 
immense and is a demonstration of the wonderful commitment of the St Richard’s community. We know that 
if you were lucky enough to see it that you will have enjoyed a fantastic end to the school year. We are 
extremely grateful to all the parents, staff, family and community who support the department throughout the 
year, in particular Mr Freeman and the caretaking team and the PTFA.  
 

ASCENSION DANCE COMPANY  
We are delighted that the Ascension Dance Company spent the day 
working with the Dance Company, the Year 10 BTEC Class and the Boys’ 
Dance Company. Ascension produces work that unifies contemporary 
dance and a raw physicality to create visceral and striking visual 
illustrations. With a keen focus on human interactions and relationships, 
Ascension Dance pushes the boundaries of communication through high 
velocity physical encounters, which soar, slide and crash in the pursuit of 
unravelling what it means to connect with the places and humans around 
us. The day consisted of three different workshops work on 
Contemporary, Street Dance and Parkour.  
 

We received a lovely testimony from 
the director AJ Jordan, ‘WHAT A DREAM! We were at St Richard's 
Catholic College in Bexhill teaching a boys’ dance workshop, and two 
contemporary workshops! What a talented and delightful group of young 
people to work with. We love teaching young people, it's a privilege to have 
a hand in moulding the next generation of creative thinkers! Thank you St 
Richard’s for having us in. Your pupils are delightful and that’s a testament 
to the hard work and love you offer to your pupils every day. A big thank 
you to dance teacher, Mrs Knight for getting us in and Mrs Robertson for 
being an advocate of our work and for making us feel so welcome. You 
two are amazing!’ 
 

SUMMER SING 
30 pupils took part 
in the annual 
Summer Sing 
concert at the De 
La Warr Pavilion 
in Bexhill. They 
sang at two 
evening concerts 
along with other 
secondary and local primary schools. The whole event was outstanding! St Richard’s supported the local 
primary schools with their pieces which included: ‘In Summer’ from Frozen, ‘Make your own kind of Music’ 
by Paloma Faith and lots more. We prepared two pieces for the concert, ‘Somebody To Love’ by Queen and 
‘The Rose’ by Bette Midler. Millie McIvor sang a solo in the concert too. It was a really lovely evening, St 
Richard’s singers and instrumentalists (Bellza Moore and Mimi Luscombe) did us proud. 
 

ST RICHARD’S DAY MASS 
As a whole school, we celebrated the feast day of St Richard recently. The orchestra and choir provided the 
music, along with beautiful dancing and thought provoking drama. Father Chris came to celebrate it with us 
and it was a reflective, moving service. 
 

PRIMARY RETREAT  
Tuesday, 25th June saw three of our feeder schools: St Mary Magdalene’s, St Mary Star of the Sea and 
Sacred Heart arrive for their annual retreat with the Performing Arts department and the Lay Chaplain. Pupils 
explored the notion of ‘Journey’ by participating in workshops in Dance, Music and Drama before taking part 
in a service.   
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SUMMER FAYRE 
Our Dance Company and musicians put on some spectacular entertainment 

at the Summer Fayre, opening with a 
medley of dance from performances 
given over the last year. We also saw 
performances from the Boys’ Dance 
Company and individual solos. 
Afterwards we were treated to a vast 
array of musicians performing and providing entertainment throughout 
the day. Thank you to all those pupils who took part.  
 

BEXHILL COLLEGE  
The Year 9 Performing Arts pupils were treated to a fantastic performance of ‘Where there is Smoke’ by 
Bexhill College Theatre Company this term. The play was a devised piece which started as a youth theatre 
project last year and thanks to the help of professional writers, has since evolved into a touring piece of 
theatre in education. The play explores the themes of gender and social media and was very moving. The 
Year 9 pupils thoroughly enjoyed the show, and will be using this live performance experience as evidence 
towards their Bronze Arts Award qualification. Thanks to Sophie and her team at Bexhill College, the quality 
of acting was inspirational! 
 

DANCE ACHIEVEMENTS AND RESULTS 
Congratulations to Amelia Allen, 8O, who following three separate auditions in front of 
industry professionals, was successful in her audition for Trinity Laban. In September she 
will join pupils, Noah Burrows (10H), Bailey Vice (11F), Matt Cordell (9l), Edward Pepper 
(9I) and Zack Appleyard (9U). The CAT scheme provides further dance training for young 
people who have exceptional talent and potential in dance. This further educational 
professional programme is funded by the Department of Education and provides weekly 
training at Trinity Laban in London. 
 

Amelia reported, “On Sunday, 19th May, I was invited to the final audition at Trinity Laban 
in Deptford where I had to have a 10-minute interview with some of the people who run the 
CAT programme. We also took a technique class where we learnt a routine and performed 
it as well as learning some contemporary exercises and strengthening our technique. Later on in the day we 
were involved in a group interview and had a creative class. It was very funny because we had to pretend 
that we were pieces of elastic and moving around the room. I was very happy to go and have such an amazing 
experience. The following week I got an email saying that I had been accepted into the school for 
contemporary, ballet and creative classes every Saturday up in London.”  
 

Many of the dance pupils took part in the Ore Dance Festival during the half term. 
Congratulations to the following pupils:  

 Millie White, 10L, 7 first, 7 second, 2 third and 1 fourth place, runner up in the Senior 
Wendy Cameron Awards, Cups for Senior Tap, Senior Aggregate, Senior duet and 
Highest mark in National. Well done Millie!  

 Amelia Allen, 80, 3rd Lyrical, 3rd Modern and 4th Ballet. 

 Safiye Balaban, 7I, achieved 1st, 3rd  and 2 fourth places.  

 Evie Dawes achieved 3 gold, 5 silver and 5 bronze medals. Evie will be appearing in 
the White Rock Summer youth production of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang this summer.  

Frieya Biju Ampalathattil, 9O, has obtained her Grade 2 Bharatanatyam Dance obtaining 
distinction. Well done, Frieya!  
 

Caoimhe O’Neill-Mcguinness, 8S, whose cheerleading team, Emerald, came 3rd in a really tough division at 
Future Cheer and she has recently been promoted to a flyer! From August she will be moving to the Zodiac 
Allstars and has been chosen after try-outs to be on their travel team! They are going to be competing in 
Dallas, Texas next February at NCA cheer competition. 
 

Rose Lipsham, Daisy Crabb and Ella Howe performed their dance at Hastings Contemporary recently over 
three sessions. It was well-choreographed and lovely to see the girls growing in confidence. 
 

MUSIC EXAMS 
Congratulations to Edward Klein: Grade 2 Guitar with Distinction and good luck to Luca Hale-Stretton who is 
taking his Grade 5 Recorder exam this week.  
 

DRUM & WOODWIND LESSONS 
Mr Stockwell has a few vacancies for drum lessons next year. He is an incredible teacher and has years of 
experience in the industry. I would highly recommend his lessons to anybody who has an interest in the drum 
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kit or pupils who would love to play in a band. Please email: richmonddrums@hotmail.co.uk if you are 
interested. 
 

Mrs Humphreys, ESM woodwind teacher, has vacancies for next year. These lessons take place during the 
school day.  
● Lessons can be taken as an individual or part of a group. 
● The first term's instrument hire will be free of charge.  
● Initially your child would have ten introductory lessons in the first term, then, if they wish could continue 

to take lessons.  
● Once they progress beyond the beginner stage of learning there are opportunities with ESM for them 

to continue to learn, play and perform at our local Saturday morning school in wind bands, orchestras 
and various concerts as well as in their school music department. 

If you wish your child to take up this opportunity please go to www.eastsussex.gov.uk to find out more and 
to apply for lessons.  
 

GOODBYE 
We say goodbye to our Year 11 pupils and, in particular, those who have spent so much of their time at St 
Richard's dedicating themselves to the Performing Arts. We thank you for all your performances and your 
support of younger pupils across dance, drama and music and wish you every success as you continue with 
your studies.  
 

The Performing Arts Team 

Congratulations to Frederick Woodbridge for reaching the national 
final of the Oxford University Computing Challenge.  
 

All pupils in KS3 were entered into the 1st round of the competition with 
many making it onto round 2. However, Frederick excelled by topping 

the scores for St Richard's and was the only pupil to make it to the 
national final!  
 

Well done, Frederick. Hopefully, this is the start of a long and rewarding 
future in Computing. 
 

TECHNOLOGY IN THE NEWS 
TikTok's young fans 'exploited' for digital gifts 
 

Video-sharing app TikTok says it is "sorry" that some children 
and other young people have felt pressured into sending money to their favourite 

influencers on the app. 
 

TikTok lets fans send their favourite video makers "digital gifts", which can cost up to £48.99. 

A BBC investigation found influencers promising to share their phone numbers with fans in 
exchange for the gifts. TikTok said it would strengthen its policies and guidelines but did not 

explain exactly how. 
 

TikTok is the fastest-growing social media app, with about 500 million regular users. It's 
estimated to have been downloaded more than a billion times on app stores. 

The app lets people post 15-second videos. It is known for clips of teenagers lip-syncing and 
dancing to the latest trending music. 

 

The firm has already been fined $5.7m (£4.5m) by a US regulator after being accused 
of collecting under-13s' personal details without their parents' consent.  On Tuesday, the 

UK's Information Commissioner revealed she had also launched an inquiry into whether the 
app was doing enough to safeguard its youngest users. 

 

If your child is using video-sharing apps such as TikTok you should check their 
online activity regularly and monitor any videos they are uploading.  

 

mailto:richmonddrums@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47396767
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47396767
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Library News 
 

Overdue Library Books: At the time of writing, there are 138 Library books and DVDs overdue. I would really 
like to get as many as possible back in the library before the end of the summer term. I am never cross when 
a pupil returns a book and pays the fine; on the contrary, I am glad the issue is sorted! Please keep an eye 
out at home, in spare school bags, under beds etc. for books with our distinctive gold St Richard’s sticker on 
the front – I’d really like them back, ready for September! Thank you. 
 

Film Club News: Having watched ’A Dog’s Purpose’ in May, and thoroughly 
enjoyed the emotional impact of the film, our club is set to watch ‘I Kill Giants’ 
on 8th and 9th July, after school. To those who saw ‘A Monster Calls’, or read 

the book, this new film offers a transatlantic view on grief and family illness, with a young girl escaping into 
her imagination in order to cope with the bitter truth of life and death. Atmospheric and thought provoking, 
pathos is finally overcome. I’ll be interested to see what our Film Clubbers make of it. Certificate 12. 
 

Winners of the CILIP Carnegie Book Award:  
The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are 
the UK's oldest and most prestigious children's 
book awards, recognising outstanding writing and 
illustration in books for children and young people. 
The 2019 winners are unusual – one is a novel told 

through first-person poetry, giving the main character a distinctive 
and unusual voice, the other is an artistic and imaginative picture 
book, asking us to question what words we really still need to 
describe our environment, and how language changes over time. 
Both are worthy winners, although Elizabeth Acevedo’s ‘The Poet X’ has attracted a 14+ sticker.  
 

Fantasy and Fun Display in the Library:  During July your Librarian was inspired to 
use some of the fantastic art work produced by Miss Pennington’s pupils (in 
response to a Harry Potter competition for the Guardian Newspaper) to pull 
together many fabulous tales of magic, mystery and mayhem available from the 
library. Dragons, gargoyles, a magical lantern and appropriate headgear help to 
highlight the themes and ideas which help to make these imaginative stories such 
fun – I hope it will inspire pupils to get reading over the summer break.   

Book Quote of the Month: “Language opens doors. It unlocks the world of reading and of the imagination. 
In schools, it underpins progress, impacts on attainment through primary and secondary years, affects self-
esteem and behaviour, and plays a huge role in a child’s life chances. Without enough language a child is 
seriously limited in their enjoyment of school and success beyond.” Jane Harley, strategy director for UK 
Education at the Oxford University Press. 

 

Have a great summer and read lots of books! 

 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian 

Prep Club & Prep Club Plus 
Need somewhere quiet to complete homework? Why not come to Prep Club one or two nights a 

week? 
 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 
 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather than at 

home. 
 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 
 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available as well 

as plenty of books! 
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Chaplaincy News 
 

As we reach the end of the school year, it is a good time to reflect and give thanks to God for all 
the riches we have experienced in this past academic year.  
 

St Richard’s Day Services 
This special feast day was marked in college on Friday, 15th June with Fr 
Chris presiding over our services. Many thanks to the readers, the choir 
and musicians, all of whom made a wonderful contribution to the richness 
of the liturgy. Our hymn of St Richard was sung with gusto by all, a fitting 
way to honour our patron saint. As always, pupils added to the occasion 

with wonderful 
hymns sung by the 
Choir and they 
were ably assisted 
by the Orchestra and liturgical dance by 
both Senior, Junior and the Boys’ Dance 
Company. My thanks to the Performing Arts 
team for their assistance in preparing 
pupils for this celebration. My thanks to Fr 
Chris for celebrating the service. 

Leavers’ Service for Year 11 
It was my privilege to coordinate the final leavers’ service for our Year 11 pupils. They have 
worked so hard this year and I’m sure their results will reflect this. My sincere thanks to Head 
Boy, Will Brown, and Head Girl, Rose Wood, who gave of their time so often to support Chaplaincy 
activities in what was a busy year for them. I would also like to thank the Senior team, prefects 
and the Year 11 Liturgy Reps, for all your support.  

 

It was time to say farewell to Liturgy Captain, Kaira Rubit, and Deputy Captain, 
Eden Jennings. Both of them have given of their time so generously to the 
spiritual life of the school in the last five years and I wish them all the best. In 
their service, I reminded Year 11 that St Richard’s will continue to pray for them 
and our door is always open to them. 
 

Form Masses and Services 
Congratulations to all pupils, staff and clergy who have worked hard 
this term to prepare for their form masses and services. They have 
been both thoughtful and prayerful. My thanks once again to the clergy 
for their continued support and in particular to our Deacons who have 
helped out so generously with their time. Mr Feery and Mr Stickland’s 
forms recently put together a wonderful service around accepting 
yourself and others and showed off their talents with pupils leading 
music at the start. Well done to them for stepping up to the challenge. 
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Confirmation  
My congratulations to those who were recently 
confirmed from the St Leonards Deanery and 
the Eastbourne Deanery. May the Holy Spirit 
remain with you on your Journey of faith. Can 
I also advise those who are from the Parish of 
the Good Shepherd (Holy Redeemer & St 
Thomas of Canterbury Churches), that sign up 
for the Confirmation programme for 2020 is 
now open for those pupils from this parish who 
will be in Year 10 or 11 next year. If this is you, 
please speak to Fr Míceál Beatty after any 
Sunday Mass before 11th August. Please note applications after August 11th will be held until the 
2021 programme. 
 

Good Shepherd Service 
Our Year 7 Liturgy Reps attended the Good Shepherd Service with Bishop 
Richard, which this year was celebrated in Worth Abbey. We brought 
forward our salt dough bread plait representing the theme of the event 
‘Feed the Poor’, as a reminder that we are all united in supporting those 
who face hunger. Representatives from many other Catholic schools in the 
Diocese were also present which made for a lively and enjoyable event. The 

service ended 
with a picnic 
lunch in the 
grounds of 
Worth Abbey, 
along with all the other Catholic 
primary and secondary schools. Thank 
you to Mr Trimby for accompanying us 
and driving the minibus. 
 

Secondary Pilgrimage to Arundel Cathedral 
Once again, Year 8 and 9 Liturgy Reps joined the 
other secondary schools in Arundel for the 
annual secondary pilgrimage to our Diocesan 
mother church. We were privileged to be asked 
to lead the bidding prayers, which were 
prayerfully proclaimed by Frieya Biju 
Ampalathattil, Rosemary Davis, Joseph 
Robinson, Maisie Scrivener and Maddie Woolsey 
at the celebration of Mass. We also had the 
chance to explore the beautiful cathedral.  

 

Duffy Orchard, Liturgy Rep for 8H, received a 
beautiful candle on our behalf from Bishop Richard 
which is now on display here in school, as a reminder 
we are all united in prayer as Diocesan schools. We 
then joined the other Catholic secondary schools in 
our Diocese for a picnic by the river in beautiful 
Arundel. My thanks to the readers, and all who took 
part in representing the school so well. 

 

Liturgy Reps 2018/2019 
My sincere thanks to those elected as Liturgy Reps for this year for all your support of the services 
and masses throughout the year and for maintaining your forms Liturgy display. Have a peaceful 
and happy holiday. 
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Block Days 2019 
Year 7 -  Rich World, Poor World 
Year 7 explored injustice in the world today and how we as 
Catholics should respond to it. They began the day exploring 
the idea of being ‘Pope for a day’ and writing a papal 
statement on how we should respond to the issues of 
injustice and poverty in our world. Each form chose a 
statement to be read at the service at the end of the school 
year. This was followed by the World Feast game where they 
had to barter in order to produce food and they soon discovered that those 
who make most of the world’s provisions don’t always end up with their fair 

share of them. This brought home the injustices in the 
world. We completed the day with a lovely service led 
by Fr Simon. We were privileged to have Anne Barry 
our local CAFOD representative with us on the day to 
speak of the work of CAFOD. She was delighted to 
present a certificate detailing the total amount raised 
by St Richard’s which was over £1700 in this academic 
year. Well done to Year 7 and the whole school for 
such a fantastic effort. My thanks to the Year 7 tutors, staff, Fr Simon and 
Anne Barry for their support on the day.  

 

Year 8 – Catch the Wave 
Year 8 were privileged to have a group from the Catholic Schools Youth Ministry International lead 
their retreat day. The team travelled from Australia a week ago and are staying at Worth Abbey 
during their trip. They have been supporting other schools in our Diocese and it was a privilege to 
have them with us for the whole day. They led an insightful retreat called ‘Catch the Wave’, 
which focused on what can draw us closer to God and what can lead us away. It was a fantastic 
fun filled day and the pupils had plenty of opportunity to play games which illustrated the theme. 
In the afternoon they had the opportunity to receive a blessing from the team or the Sacrament 
of Confession from Fr Simon during a time of reflection. Alongside some really engaging dramas 
and testimonies the team ensured that Year 8 engaged in exploring the theme fully. My thanks to 
the Year 8 tutors who led small group discussions and to the CSYMI team for their hard work on 
the day, certainly one the pupils won’t forget. My thanks to Fr Simon for offering the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation to the pupils. 

 

As we approach the final weeks of term may I take this opportunity to thank all those who 
supported the Chaplaincy this year. It's been a busy year with numerous liturgies and many other 
events. As always, these run ever more smoothly thanks to the sterling efforts of Mrs Byrne and 
Ms Mason in Music, Mrs Knight in Dance, and Mrs Dunster and Ms Whelan in drama. My thanks also 
to the Clergy of our parishes for their continued efforts in supporting the school, despite their 
busy schedules.  
 

Have a wonderful summer break and I look forward to another year in St Richard’s come 
September.  
 

God Bless, 

Jo Doyle (Lay Chaplain) ☏ - 01424 731070 ext 126, ✉ - missdoylej@strichardscc.com 
 

  

mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com
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PE Department News 
 

SPORTS DAY 

Wednesday, 10th July was the day for this year’s sports day and what a 

spectacular day of sporting events it turned out to be! It was fantastic to 

see so many pupils and staff involved in the day’s events. 2019 saw the 

introduction of new events, with javelin featuring for the first time in 20 

years. Having been busy training in lessons for all of these events, the 

pupils were eager to demonstrate the results of their hard work and the 

progress they have made across the array of activities. The competition 

brought out the very best in the pupils, with all demonstrating outstanding 

sportsman/womenship, respect, teamwork and confidence. It goes without 

saying, sports day would not be the day it is, without the support and hard 

work from the whole body of staff. Their assistance in the running and 

monitoring of events is vital, coupled with their continued support for all 

of the pupils.  

 

Outstanding Performances of the 

Day 

Year 7 - Cicely Holmes demonstrated her abilities within the 

girls’ sprint/middle distance track events, securing gold in 

the 200m, 300m and 800m, while Dermot O’Rourke led the 

boys long distance events, taking the gold in both 800m and 

1500m. The field events saw records nearly broken by Cicely 

Holmes, with a triple jump of 6.89, the record being 6.90 and 

Cornelius Seviakovas with a vortex throw of 43m, the record 

set at 43.05m.  
 

Year 8 - Aurora Bonoan secured her place as the 2019 Year 8 sprint champion, achieving gold in 

all three sprinting events: 100m, 200m and 300m. Dylan Earl managed to set a new record in the 

300m, taking 0.72 milliseconds off the existing record with a time of 45.28. Meanwhile, out on the 

field events another record was broken by Emma Sandeman, with her triple jump distance of 7.85m, 

increasing the record by a brilliant 34cm.  
 

Year 9 - Talia Cahill demonstrated her strengths within the track events, securing gold in both 

short and long distance events, including 100m, 800m and 1500m, while Arthur Pepper secured 

his long distance dominance with gold in both the 800m and 1500m events.  
 

Year 10 - Izehi Ebhohimen dominated the sprint events this year, securing gold for the 100m, 

200m and 300m, while Erika Body triumphed the long distance with a double gold for 800m and 

1500m. Marx Ravenera secured gold in both 100m and 200m, with Thomas O’Shaughnessy 

dominating the long distance track events, with gold in the 800m and 1500m. Meanwhile out on 

the field events, Zak Prawanna broke the record for the Vortex howler.  
 

Overall Results 

Wells – 609, Gwynne - 587, Howard - 566 and Rigby – 516. 

 

‘Once again it was impressive to see so many of our pupils actively taking part in this year's sports 

day. A day where pupils, staff and parents are united for this celebration of sport. Each year we 

question if we can better the previous year, and each year we do. 

Well done to all involved.’ Mr Dallaway 

 

‘Being my first year celebrating sports day at St Richard’s, it is 

safe to say that I was overwhelmed by the support, respect and 

camaraderie demonstrated by all pupils, staff and parents, 

involved in the day. It is impressive to see so many of our pupils 

participating in the events, and the passion that is displayed as a 

result. I look forward to being a part of this spectacular day for 

many years to come.’ Mrs Harker 

 

‘What a celebration of sport! Each year I never fail to be impressed 

by the passion and commitment shown by the pupils of St 

Richard’s. For all of the hard work put in by the pupils over the 
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past months, training within lessons, is rewarded in such an 

astounding way. Well done for another fantastic sports day!’ 

Miss Easton  

 

‘If you did it properly there will have been pain. You may not 

have won any medals. Even if all you did was achieve one 

point for your team, then you were part of something 

greater than your individual performance. Sport, more than 

anything has the power to do this so be proud.’ Mr Tadros 

 

‘Sports Day is a real highlight of the 

school year. It epitomises the school 

spirit of participation and ethos of St 

Richard's, a community as one. 

Although there is competition, all competitors show respect to their fellow 

athletes with everyone cheering on those first and last with equal enthusiasm. 

Another enjoyable sports day where I was proud to be a member of this 

wonderful community. Well done to all competitors!’ Mr Campbell  

 

‘Once again, I am filled with admiration and pride at the way our pupils 

participated in Sports Day. Such an incredible amount of talent alongside 

superb sportsmanship and community spirit.’ Mrs Bligh 

 

ROUNDERS 

Terms 5 and 6 have been very busy terms for the girls of St Richard’s with this year’s season of 

rounders tournaments. The matches were held at a number of the local schools within the Hastings 

and Rother Schools partnership and were well attended by all schools. All pupils involved worked 

well as part of the team and played fantastically. The pupils learnt a lot strategically during the 

matches and were able to advance their play as their games continued. Most pool groups saw a 

2nd place finish for the teams, placing them in the 3rd/4th playoffs. We look forward to next year's 

round of fixtures, where we anticipate to build upon this year’s success during lessons and training, 

hopefully taking our overall finishing positions to the next tier. Well done to all involved!  

 

STOOLBALL 

June 2019 was the year that St Richard’s made their debut at the 

Hastings and Rother schools Stoolball tournament. Although the 

team fielded for the event were new to the game and 

inexperienced in competitions within stoolball, the pupils went 

with a fighting spirit to learn and build upon every experience 

gained during the event. The pupils played fantastically, 

applying their existing knowledge of striking and fielding events 

to this new game. The team finished 2nd in their pool and they 

secured 3rd place overall. An outstanding result considering the 

journey the girls had made from the sport being introduced only 

weeks prior to the event. Well played, girls!  
 

BLOCK DAY - BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE 

On Friday, 5th July, all pupils in Year 8 took part in the ‘Be the Best you can Be’ event. The 

pupils were joined by guest speaker Dr Gary Stidder, lecturer at the University of Brighton, 

and founder of football4peace, along with additional students from the university, who ran 

the events. Football 4 Peace (F4P) is a multi-dimensional research; education and social 

engagement platform that utilises sport innovatively to deliver generic and bespoke 

‘values-based’ palliative training and coaching programmes designed in and for areas 

suffering from high levels of cross-community conflict and various forms of political 

disorder and social disintegration. 
 

The pupils raised over £500 for the programme which will help towards the funding of 

equipment and other essentials such as food and drink and accommodation for the 

children involved in the project in Israel. This is a fantastic sum raised from Year 8; the 

pupils should all be very proud of their charitable contribution. During the day, the pupils 
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participated in an array of alternative activities including: Streetsurfing, Kin Ball, Ultimate 

Frizbee, Tri Golf, Capture the Flag, Teambuilding, Cheerleading and Rock-it Ball.  
 

SPORTS LEADERS 

Well done to our Year 9 and 10 Sports Leaders who have shown great leadership skills in 

running the Bexhill School Town Sports and the St Peter and St Paul and Chantry School 

sports events this term. The pupils involved were: Adam Seal, Raymond Nyabakari, Dylan 

Deda, Aimee Mooney, Taylor Jensen, Gabrielle Ward, Talia Cahill, Caitlin Neilan, Megan 

Parslow, Martha Ford, Carolina Jeneslas-Jeyakumar, Neha Chacko, Ben Fairhurst, Dan 

Doswell, Cody Dorling-Parkes, Mitchell Harrod, Leon Ercegovic, Austin Thomas, India 

McCann, Kerry Davidson, Isabel Anastasia Hernandez Kirienko, Angelo Loforese, Ania 

Roby, Ella Thorogood-Swoffer, Aisling Eldridge, Alex Heggie, Ryan Segal, Orla Crowther, 

Lydia Joseph and Rony Stephen. 

 

St Thomas a Becket Sports Day 

Our Year 9 Sports Leaders did a fantastic job on Tuesday, 25th 

June, helping run the events for the pupils at St Thomas a Becket 

Catholic Primary School. It was a wonderful day, with the staff, 

pupils and parents of St Thomas a Becket, creating a lovely 

atmosphere and it was 

a pleasure for myself 

and our pupils to be a 

part of the event. Well 

done to the following 

Year 9 pupils who were 

a credit to St Richard's: Austin Abraham, Emily-

Mai Buchanan, Beatrice Evangelista, Vanz 

Labitad, Erin McHale, Lucy Rand, Hubert 

Rownicki, Sofia Sevette, Lydia Joseph, Aisling 

Eldridge and William Buchanan. 
 

CRICKET 

The St Richard’s Year 7 Cricket team put on a fine display at the 

Hastings Area Street 20 Competition held at Claverham Community 

College. The boys all played a significant part with the bat and ball 

in a round robin format. They showed determination to keep things 

as tight as possible in the field and they struck the ball well, hitting 

several boundaries when batting, eventually finishing in third place. 

Overall, the boys should be proud of their performance, but also of 

their team spirit and sportsmanship. 

Year 9 Sports Leaders for Primary Town Sports 
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TOWN SPORTS 

We took a large squad of 4 minibuses of pupils to Town Sports this year. This was due to 

such high levels of competition for places. Therefore, all of the pupils photographed 

earned the right to represent St Richard’s in their respective events. They were a credit to 

the college and gave everything they had to help the overall team achieve as much as 

possible. 
 

There were many stand out performances with many of our pupils receiving medals. We 

finished in fifth place overall out of the ten schools in the Hastings area and were just three 

points away from fourth place. A special mention should go to our Year 7 pupils. They 

performed 

exceptionally well in 

their first athletics 

season as their 

points total had us in 

third place. With 

continued hard work 

I’m sure we can push 

for an overall top 

three finish next 

year. 
 

GOLF 

The boys Super Sixes Golf Team played in the County Finals after 

winning the Hastings Area event earlier in the year. We entered 

an almost entirely new team this year as age restrictions only 

permit pupils to play up until Year 10. We have a youthful team 

this year, containing two Year 7 pupils and four Year 9 pupils. 

Therefore, the boys will all still be eligible to play again next year. 
 

Our team set off in pairs, 

they did not seem phased by 

the occasion and they 

played some fine shots on 

some tough holes. They 

made good tactical 

decisions and kept their cool 

all the way around the 

course. All of the team 

should be really 

pleased with 

their 

achievement of 

finishing third. 

Being ranked third place out of all of the secondary 

schools in Sussex is an outstanding achievement, 

especially considering there were only a handful of 

shots separating us from the teams in second and 

first position. 
 

I am excited to see how this team progress next year 

as they will all still be within the age restriction 

required. Hopefully this experience along with further 

practice over the coming year will help them to aim to 

become County champions next year. Watch this space! 
 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader of PE  

Oscar Byrne chipping 

for the green 

Ben Jenkins teeing off and 

fading the ball from left to 

right 

The boys with their bronze 

medals 
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Changes to Stagecoach Buses 357 and 359 from September 2019 
 

There are changes to Stagecoach’s route 357 and 359 buses serving St Richard’s Catholic College from the 
beginning of September. 
  

From the new academic year, the current two 357 and 359 routes will be combined into one revised 359 
double deck bus route. The revised 359 route will start at Hastings West Hill (White Friars Road bus stop) 
and run via Priory Road, Old London Road (Ore village), The Ridge, Conquest Hospital, Harrow Lane 
(Ashdown House), Old Harrow Road, Hollington Blackman Avenue, Ironlatch Avenue and Harley Shute 
Road, then non-stop to De La Warr Road/Penland Road for St Richard’s. The afternoon the 359 journey will 
start from Ashdown Road and run the reverse of the morning journey. The new 359 timetable is shown below. 
  

Pupils from the Hastings Silverhill, Hastings town centre, St Leonards Warrior Square and A259 coast road 
areas will need to travel on service 99 instead. Service 99 buses start from Silverhill at 07:40 and 07:58, 
stopping on De La Warr Road at Penland Road at approximately 08:15 and 08:31 respectively. In the 
afternoon these pupils will need to board service 99 at either Bexhill Rail Station or Penland Road. Service 
99 buses depart from Bexhill Rail Station at 15:28 and every 20 minutes thereafter. 
  

 
 

Please also note that Eastbourne Coachways, who operate in the Bexhill area, will be ceasing their bus and 
coach services from Thursday 25 July 2019. The County Council has made arrangements with Stagecoach 
for replacement bus services, though these will not be as comprehensive as the ones currently provided. We 
believe very few St Richard’s pupils use the Eastbourne Coachways services, but should you have enquiries 
please refer to Stagecoach’s website page: 
www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-08/07/2019-16:18:01:760 
  
 
 

  

http://www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-08/07/2019-16:18:01:760
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2018/2019 (as at July 2019) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
Pupil Profiles (Years 7-9) to Parents/Carers Tuesday, 16th July 
End of Term 6 Friday, 19th July  
 

Last Day of Term 

Classes will finish at   12.30pm 
Lunch will be served from  12.30pm - 1.00pm 
Registration   1.00pm - 1.15pm  
Dismissal   1.15pm 
School closes for pupils at 1.15pm on Friday, 19th July. We are still waiting for Stagecoach to confirm 
whether or not the school buses (357 and 359) will run as normal. However, pupils from all areas can avail 
themselves of the following services: 
 

EASTBOURNE TRAIN 1.33 and 1.47pm  
HASTINGS TRAIN 1.30 and 1.42pm   
 

HASTINGS BUSES 1.25pm 
HAILSHAM BUS  1.05pm (for pupils travelling beyond Sidley – i.e. to Ninfield, Hailsham)   
 1.45pm (for pupils travelling to Sidley) 
Please note that these buses will depart from Sea Road, Bexhill (opposite the Bexhill train 
station), not the bus stop in Dorset Road. 
If your son/daughter is unable to avail him/herself of these services and you are unable to collect him/her, 
he/she will be supervised in college until the usual finishing time. 
 

Academic Year 2019/2020  
Start of term for Staff Wednesday, 4th September 2019 
Start of term for Years 7 and 11 Friday, 6th September 2019 
Start of term for Years 8, 9 and 10 Monday, 9th September 2019  
Ensuring Success at Key Stage 4 (Year 10) Wednesday, 11th September 2019 at 6.00pm 
Year 7 Transition and Curriculum Evening Thursday, 12th September at 7.00pm 
Ensuring Success at Key Stage 3 (Years 8 & 9) Wednesday, 18th September at 6.00pm 
Year 10 & 11 Revision Evening for Parents Thursday, 3rd October at 6.00pm  
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. You will be 

reminded via email. If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter then 

please email your details to Mrs Klein (mrskleink@strichardscc.com). 
 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Thank you for supporting your child’s attendance at school. 
When your child is absent, please can you notify the school by using the Edulink app, 

emailing pupilabsence@strichardscc.com or leaving a voicemail on the pupil absence line.   
Please remember to phone every day of your child’s absence.  This ensures that we can 

follow up on any safeguarding concerns more quickly. 
 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com
mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com

