
 

   

 

 

 
 

Newsletter No. 4 – February 2019 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I would like to wish you and your family a happy New Year. I hope 2019 has begun happily, healthily and 
positively for you all. 
 

We celebrated the end of Term two with our annual Advent Service involving dancers, singers, 
actors/actresses and the orchestra who worked with our Lay Chaplain, Jo, and readers to deliver an important 
message about Christmas. We were delighted to welcome three volunteers from Surviving Christmas to one 
of the services to receive a cheque for £1737.53 and a large amount of food items. Can I thank all those 
parents/carers who gave generously at the evening Advent Service, raising over £600 towards the overall total. 
 

Term three has moved on at a pace and there has been much to celebrate inside and outside of the classroom. 
Our sports hall is now in use and is being enjoyed by all year groups. Over the February holiday, further work 
will take place on it but the PE department are already optimising its use. We look forward to the arrival of the 
trampolines and a range of new clubs for everyone. 
 

School events this term have included: University talks related to Physics; eco-activities including a beach 
clean; a ‘women in maths’ event; art workshops and speakers; booster and revision classes for Year 10 and 
11; a theatre production on ‘County Lines’ for Year 9; careers talks and a careers fayre; sports fixtures and 
cross-country championships; a dance show at Brighton University and dance workshops, and a number of 
competitions, including an art competition where the pupils won the top three prizes and a national 
cybersecurity competition. I was particularly proud of the pupils’ performance in music, dance and drama at 
the Holocaust Memorial Service at St Mary-in-the-Castle on Saturday, 26th January. The pupils presented 
engaging performances on the theme of ‘Torn from Home’ and I was really impressed with the music 
composition by former Deputy Head Boy, Ben Stotesbury-Byrne, accompanied on the violin by Sean Hayden-
Ling (Year 10) and the speeches of the Head Boy, William Brown and Head Girl, Rose Wood. We have 
received a number of letters praising the pupils for their contributions and it was lovely of Amber Rudd to 
congratulate the pupils on their endeavours. This service was followed by the Parish Mass at St Mary 
Magdalene’s where, once again, the pupils sang with professionalism and sensitivity whilst the readers and 
actors proclaimed the readings with conviction and clarity. Enrichment is an extremely important part of school 
life so please encourage your son/daughter to get involved if he/she is not currently doing so. 
 

Term three is very much about consolidating learning for all year groups. Year 11 are completing their GCSE 
courses and getting revision underway, whilst the rest of the pupils are embedding knowledge and hopefully 
building on the progress made in Term two. Please take time to look through your son/daughter’s books with 
them to check their understanding and progress. Staff continue to urge the pupils to adopt a growth mindset 
so that they are able to step out of their comfort zone and aim high. Please encourage your son/daughter to 
give of his/her best and to remain resilient when experiencing setbacks or failure. Staff are always willing to 
offer extra support to pupils who need it and our Year 11 pupils benefit from a range of booster and intervention 
classes. 
 

Hopefully, you have now had a chance to read the Diocesan Inspection Report which graded the school 
outstanding in every category. I hope you feel that it really captures school life and the high standards evident 
in RE teaching. 
 

We were also pleased to see St Richard’s high position in the school performance league tables with the 2018 
results earning the school a Progress 8 score of 0.56 and an Attainment 8 score of 55.4(B) placing the school 
in the top 10% of schools in the country. Congratulations to our former pupils, their parents/carers and staff 
who worked hard to achieve these results. 
 

Staff news this term has included the arrival of the Holloway twins (Amelia and Sienna) and the Di Mascio 
twins (Sofia and Lucia). On behalf of the whole community, congratulations to both families. This term we also 
said farewell and thank you to Mrs Handrihan for her years of service to the school. We wish her well in her 
new ventures.  
 



2 
As we end the term, we have our Mufti Day for St Michael’s Hospice; a presentation by Year 7 to Chestnut 
Tree House Children’s Hospice; Maths Week activities; Time to Dance performances; a Year 8 trip to 
Normandy and Valentine’s Day activities for charity.  

 

I do hope you and your family enjoy the February holiday. Term four begins on Monday, 25th February when 
the staff and I look forward to the pupils’ return looking refreshed, smartly attired and eager to take on the 
opportunities and challenges of Term four, which will include fundraising during the period of Lent. 

Have a wonderful holiday and thank you for all your support this term. 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Principal 

 Message from the Chair of Governors 

A belated Happy New Year to you all. The weather is cold but, as always, there is lots 

to be positive about at school. I attended one of the final project meetings for the 

sports hall last week. We visited the hall which is now ready for occupation and has 

begun to be used. It is looking superb with all the court markings for different sports. 

It will, I am sure, provide many new opportunities for pupils that were not previously 

available to them and also mean less reliance on the weather for traditional outside 

sports.  
 

Thank you to those of you who have made contributions towards its development and equipment. 

As you may know, all parents are asked to contribute £50 a year per family to the Governors’ Fund. 

This goes towards, amongst other things, the ten percent contribution that Governors have to make 

to any capital project such as the sports hall. You will recall being asked for this contribution when 

your child started at St Richard’s. Maybe this is something that has ‘slipped off your radar,’ if so 

please could you consider renewing your contribution and if you are a tax payer, gift aiding your 

contribution. A link to the appropriate form is here:  

https://www.strichardscc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Governors-Gift-Aid-Forms-for-

Website.pdf. It can be paid as a lump sum or by monthly payments if that is easier. Many thanks 

for your help with this. 
 

I would like to congratulate our two new parent governors on their election to the Governing Body. 

They are Amber Towersey and Clifford Hayes. Their photos are on the Governor section of the 

website and they can be contacted through their school email addresses. 
 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

Unbelievably, we are approaching 

the half-way point of the academic 

year and Year Seven and I have 

been exploring New Year 

resolutions as well as reflecting 

upon their journey so far. The 

incredible energy and enthusiasm 

they bring to the college is evident 

everywhere. I am pleased to inform 

you that this week in assembly we presented a cheque for £1224 to Chestnut Tree House 

Children’s Hospice. The pupils battled the elements just before Christmas and completed a 

sponsored run and, as a reward, had a hot chocolate supplied by the Year 10 ASDAN 

group. I would like to thank all parents/carers who contributed to this record breaking total. 

The money will certainly be going towards supporting families in need. 
  

It has been Internet Safety Week this week and sadly this is very relevant to my year group. 

I am concerned, at present, with the way a significant number of pupils are using social 

media. At times the fallings out and the way that they speak to each other over social 

https://www.strichardscc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Governors-Gift-Aid-Forms-for-Website.pdf
https://www.strichardscc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Governors-Gift-Aid-Forms-for-Website.pdf
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media is a real concern. Very often this then spills out into life at St Richard’s and causes a 

great deal of unhappiness and upset. I ask parents to help their children here, as they are 

not mature enough and need adult supervision. For many social media sites there is an age 

limit and this is for good reason! To help parents in this tricky area I have outlined some 

golden rules to keep your child safe and limit the impact it has on their lives. 

 The most important - talk to your child about what they are doing and what is happening 

when they are on-line.  

 Make your child show you their accounts. They are only 11 or 12 years old. They should 

not really have one but if they do ideally you should be able to see them. 

 Charge their electronic devices downstairs and away from their bedrooms. It never 

ceases to amaze me when I look at screen shots of conversations the time they are 

talking to each other. Wi-Fi can be turned off at set times at home to make this easier.  

 Agree/put time limits on when they can use social media (and gaming). 

 Report any abuse straight away. You could use the social media site (CEOP) or contact 

me for advice. 

 Remind them of their responsibilities e.g. Would you say those things to their face? What 

would Grandma say if she read this? 

If you are worried about any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 

On a completely different note, it is always nice to be 

contacted by parents about activities outside of college 

that the year group are involved in. A parent contacted me 

about Hastings & Bexhill Rugby club as several of our boys 

are playing there (see picture - right). If your son (I also have 

contacts for girls) is interested in taking part in rugby outside 

of college, I will pass on the contact details.  
  

The PSHEe schedule for Term 4 focuses upon internet safety, mental health and dealing with 

an emergency. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

Charity Work: Huge thanks to 8F who worked very hard and raised £346 for Cancer 

Research by funding their own raffle. All prizes were provided by the form who generously 

pooled their money to buy items such as Echo Dots and Amazon Fire Tablets. The form then 

sold raffle tickets over a number of weeks, and their dedication was well rewarded as a 

healthy sum will now be sent to this worthy cause. Other events such as charity bake sales 

have also taken place, showing the generosity of the children and their desire to serve the 

global community. Well done to all those involved! 
 

PSHEe: The East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service are currently visiting one form each week 

during PSHEe time. The sessions encourage pupils to identify their own safety strategies and 

consider their role when caring for other people. Interactive activities explore the impact 

on a community when young people engage in anti-social behaviour such as arson or 

hoax calling. There are also some poignant messages around the dangers of trespassing 

on railway tracks which I hope will stay with the pupils and help to keep them safe.  
 

Pupils have now finished topics on “Positive Friendships and Anti-Bullying” which were an 

excellent opportunity for pupils to consider their friendship groups and learn about 

themselves. Year 8 can be a time for change in this regard, as our young people grow and 

mature, and they begin to identify themselves with others. Hopefully, the year group will 

have reflected on their own behaviour and attitude towards friends and peers, and will be 

stronger and more well-adjusted in their social spheres. All Year 8 form groups will now 

gradually move on to work focusing on ‘Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Education.’ 
 

mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
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Achievement Points: Congratulations to Maisie Scrivener, Grace Gillen, Bethany Emson and 

Evie Dawes for being the first four pupils to achieve over 200 Achievement points and earn 

their silver badges!  
 

Mr Steele, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

I would like to thank the pupils for a successful start to 2019. I would also like to thank Mrs 

Bligh for stepping in as Pastoral Leader whilst I was on paternity leave earlier this term. Mrs 

Bligh was full of praise for the year group as they continue to impress with their work ethic 

and general good nature around the college. 
 

Parents’ Evening: It was great that so many parents/carers could attend the evening. The 

parental survey was presented both online and via the traditional paper method. Keeping 

in mind the potential for dual entries, the total surveys completed was 99. I was pleased to 

see that 96% of the surveys completed communicated that their child was doing well/very 

well at school. I hope that the other 4% of parents managed to attend and thus gain 

insightful feedback from staff. I would encourage any parent with concerns to 

communicate either with the relevant class teacher or directly with me so that we can work 

together.  
 

Unfortunately, one parent raised a concern about bullying. It is imperative that our pupils 

are encouraged to report it. I can assure you all that any instance that is reported is 

investigated and managed. We stand firmly as a community on this subject and our school 

policy clearly reflects this. Please access www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk for information. I 

would like to encourage you to make an appointment to see myself, Mrs Bligh or Miss Cronin 

if you do have concerns. Regarding the few comments about behaviour, I encourage you 

to contact either the specific class teacher, your child’s tutor or myself. Issues related to 

substance misuse were dealt with by Miss Cronin at the Curriculum Evening.  
 

Achievement Points: Pupils in the year group are continuing to thrive; this has been obvious 

with the number of achievement points that have been attained. Please continue to 

monitor EduLink to see how your child is doing. Further certificates will be handed out in 

assembly this week, along with early tuck and lunch passes. 
 

Assemblies: Year 9 have had several assemblies this term. The topics of the assemblies have 

included New Year resolutions, GCSE options, 9L’s form assembly about courage, the 

Holocaust Memorial and Mrs Bligh’s assembly launching the Catholic Social Teachings (CST) 

unit in RE. The unit has been designed to inspire Faith In Action; this three minute YouTube 

clip sums up the unit that the pupils will be studying: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELyLdMlFdzA 
 

Year 9 also had an extended assembly called ‘County Lines.’ This assembly was organised 

by a theatre production company and highlighted the issue of children being groomed 

into selling drugs. It was extremely thought provoking and showed just how easy it can be 

to get caught up in substance misuse. The assembly educated the pupils on what to watch 

out for and how to seek help if they have any concerns. 
 

The Crest: The Crest initiative was launched last term in assembly to Year 9, and some pupils 

in the year group have already started earning their badges. However, I am aware that 

some pupils are still a little unsure on how to begin. I have re-sent the Crest log booklet to 

all of Year 9 via Google Drive, so please encourage your son/daughter to print off the log 

booklet. The instructions and examples on how to complete The Crest are inside the booklet 

and this will be explained again in assembly. Should your child still not understand what 

they need to do, please ask them to ask their tutor, Mr Lahache or myself. 
 

The Crest consists of eight letters (THE CREST), each letter requires your child to complete an 

activity which should enrich their experience at St Richard’s. For each letter the pupil has 

mailto:mrsteelej@strichardscc.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELyLdMlFdzA
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to write up their experience and if required they will need to provide evidence (this is all 

explained in the booklet). They will then need to get each part of their booklet signed by 

the relevant teacher. Once they have completed 4, 6 and 8 letters they will need to see 

Mr Lahache to collect their bronze, silver or gold badge. Each letter is also worth 10 

achievement points. The Crest is necessary for prefect applications in Year 10 and it will also 

strengthen your child’s application should they want to become a Student Listener. 
 

Social Charity Event: Next term, Year 9 will be hosting a talent show and all proceeds will 

go to Cancer Research UK (the charity selected by the year group). Further information will 

be available nearer the time. 
 

PSHEe: Year 9 have been focussing on careers in PSHEe this term. During this unit, the pupils 

have an opportunity to explore different careers, looking at Labour Market Information 

(LMI), employability and Higher Education. This topic culminates in a careers workshop early 

next term. Should you want to enquire further about career provisions at St Richard’s, please 

contact Mrs Adams, our Careers Lead, (mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com) 
 

Year Service: I would like to thank Jo, our Lay Chaplain, for organising our Year Service 

around the theme of family and kindness. We live in a time of significant pressure (some 

material, others social and spiritual). The Service really highlighted the importance of family 

and that we are all family to each other. As Christians we are called upon to be patient, 

kind, gentle and generous to help with these pressures. The main message to take away 

from the Service was to treat each other with love and respect. 
 

Charity: I would like to mention a few individuals from the year group: Faith Simon, Bethany 

Read and Maisie Nevey from 9I who all sang beautifully in the Holocaust Memorial Service. 

Frieya Biju Ampalathattil organised a cake sale for the British Heart Foundation and Erin 

McHale helps out weekly at Memory Lane, a charity for those suffering with dementia. 
  

Extra-curricular Clubs: There are plenty of extra-curricular clubs and activities for Year 9 

pupils to get involved in at lunchtime and after school; these clubs are advertised during 

registration. Please encourage your child to attend at least one club per term. With the 

opening of our fantastic new sports hall, further clubs will soon be available. A reminder that 

Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week, Monday to Thursday, to further support pupils 

with their homework. 
 

Options: Following on from the Curriculum Evening, Miss Machin has sent all pupils in Year 9 

an email with a link which will take them to the appropriate options pathway online. In 

addition to this, the pupils will also have a note on EduLink to tell them what to look for in 

their email account. A help sheet will also be sent out by Miss Machin. Please refer to the 

curriculum booklet for further information. If you have any concerns please do contact Miss 

Machin, your child’s Form Tutor or myself. The deadline for completion is Friday, 8th 

February.  
 

Please remember that we are always here to help and we all want to work closely with 

yourselves to ensure that your child is happy and fulfils his/her potential. Please do not 

hesitate to contact myself or your son/daughter’s form tutor (emails are available via the 

school website). 
 

Mr Holloway, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com)  

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

Rewards: During Year 10, pupils have been collecting ‘achievement points.’ I am really 

pleased to highlight some exceptional performances from Maddy Baszczak, Isabella East, 

Millie White, Kacey Wolecki, Hannah Chan, Ryan Segal, Justin Cunanan, Ben Simmons, Alvin 

Manoj and Liam Harrison. 
 

mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
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PSHEe: Year 10 have been focussing on Work Experience in PSHEe this term. The pupils will 

be putting together their CVs and personal statements in preparation for their Mock 

Interviews later on in the year. 
 

Work Experience: The majority of pupils have completed their Work Experience 

applications. We have held two lunchtime support sessions to help the final few pupils meet 

the deadline for placements. The final date for all placements has now passed. If your child 

has missed this deadline please contact Mrs Adams with your concerns 

mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com   
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have been lucky enough to have 

informative assemblies performed by their peers. The topic 

of Careers was delivered by Mrs Dunster, Ms Whelan and 

10L. The assembly was well received by the year group. Mr 

Curtis and 10O delivered an excellent assembly on the 

theme of Modern Day Heroes. Other assemblies have 

been on the Use of Language, Using Support, Taking 

Responsibility and New Beginnings. Hastings Direct are 

due to come in on 12th March to talk to the Year group about CV writing and interview 

techniques.  
 

Extra-Curricular activities: There are plenty of extra-curricular clubs and activities for Year 

10 pupils to get involved in at lunchtime and after school. Please encourage your child to 

attend at least one club per term.  
 

Homework: All pupils should be checking EduLink daily. All homework should be completed 

to the required standard and should be complete and handed in on time. Year 10 

homework should be taking a minimum of 45 minutes per piece. If all homeworks are 

complete, pupils should be spending this time reviewing their work or revising for any tests 

or the Year 10 mock exams which commence on Wednesday, 1st May. All pupils are aware 

of the sanctions around homework and the additional sanctions for repeat offenders. If 

your child is struggling with organisation or completing the homework due to lack of 

understanding, Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week Monday to Thursday to further 

support pupils with their homework.  
 

Many thanks in anticipation for your continued support and wishing you an enjoyable and 

restful February break. 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 10(mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

I would like to thank you for the excellent attendance at the Parent Consultation evening 

on 7th February. I know that this was a useful and valuable interaction with staff. Thank you 

also to all the Year 11 pupils who helped at the Year 9 Curriculum Evening. 
 

I am pleased with the mature and responsible way the majority of Year 11 are behaving 

this year. However, the mock exams have given many a shock and they are now aware 

that a lot of hard work is needed over the next few months. I am pleased to report that 

there are 37 pupils receiving certificates and 21 pupils being awarded postcards home for 

hard work and achievement. The pupils awarded commendation certificates are: 

Rebecca Appleton, Steph Bone, Daniel Bracken, William Brown, Grace Buchanan, Jenson 

Chirackaparmpil Jaise, Alice Clements, Georgina Cockett, Dilys Cornford, Andrea De 

Freitas-Rodriguez, Trinity Funnell, Alen Geevarghese, Isabella Gibbons, Bradley Hare, 

Phoebe King, Lewis Lands, Charlie Laver, Rebecca Law, Lottie Long, Jackob Monk, Joey 

Morris, Brooke Murphy, Joseph Neilan, Elizabeth Orden, Erin Osman, Abbie Pinnington, 

Danika Radbourne, Xavier Ralph, Alastair Rey, Eleanne Robinson, Kaira Rubit, Kiara 

Sendhilkumaran, Emilie-Rose Sones, Rose Wood, Loralie Yeates and Samuel Zambetakis. 

mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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It was illuminating to read the Year 11 reports over the last week and see that many of the 

year group are doing well. It was clear also that there is a lot of work to be done in many 

areas and I would urge you to go through the report with your child carefully. 
 

Important dates to make a note of: 

4th -12th March  EBACC Mock exams 

19th March   Year 11 Photos 

26th March   Prefect Training 

13th May   GCSE exams begin 

24th May   End of Term 5 

14th June   Leavers’ Day 

3rd July   Prom at the Powdermills Hotel 
 

Some tips to help your child revise: 

1. Start revision early. 

2. Rewards work and they are not bribery. We all like incentives and over the last few 

years’ incentives have worked with several pupils, as we have been informed by 

parents. 

3. Last minute cramming and starting revision too late does not lead to success. 

4. Use your eyes, ears and hands when you are trying to remember information, and be 

active. 

5. Rhymes and songs can make good hooks to remember lists of things. 

6. The school has a tremendous amount of revision material available on Google Drive 

on the school website and GCSE pod. If you need help with these please contact: 

mrhollingsworthm@strichardscc.com 

7. Put key dates of exams, other key dates and deadlines in your diary so you can support 

before the ‘panic stage.’ 

8. Find out if there are any YouTube clips that could help with your child's revision. 

9. Have a start and finish time for revision and stick to it. 

10. Remember to talk to your child about their exam preparation and intervention 

attendance regularly. 
 

The mock results have shown that an immediate and well organised revision timetable is 

needed. Below are some of the intervention and revision sessions available in the next few 

months. There will be further revision sessions offered just before the GCSE exams begin and 

I will email these to parents/carers nearer the time.  
  

Intervention/Revision Schedule: There will be a new schedule starting next term, here is the 

basic timetable – a full version will be emailed out to you: 
 Lunchtime Afterschool 

Monday History MFL, Drama, Product Design & Food 

Tuesday Geography & Spanish PE, BTEC Sport & Computer Science 

Wednesday German, French, English & Food Maths, Product Design, Food & Music 

Thursday PE & Spanish RE (week 1), Science (week 2), Product 

Design & Food 

Friday German & French History & Geography 
 

Charity Events: The senior prefect team are busy organising the ever popular annual 

Valentine’s Day musical charity event. Last year we raised an impressive £320 for charity. 

Let’s hope we can raise even more this year to help a charity selected by the pupils. 
 

New Prefects: Well done to the following for being made prefects in January: Skye Alksaris, 

Mwansa Chileshe, Alice Clements, Aiden Dadswell, Tomasz Dziekanowski, Nuala Eley, Ella 

Harman, Joe McCue, Layla Norris, Nathan Rogers, Dominic Stanley, Grace Taylor and Hollie 

Young. 
 

Mr Doherty, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 

mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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Special Educational Needs 
 
Year 9 Options 
Pupils in Year 9 are now making their option choices, and for pupils seeking a more vocational, 
practical route - with fewer exams at the end of Year 11 - we are very pleased to be able to offer a 
combination of the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (ASDAN) course and a choice of four BTEC 
subjects. The BTEC options are recognised qualifications for colleges and employers, and are 
assessed by a combination of coursework projects and exams. Please see the curriculum booklet, 
‘The Way Ahead’, for specific subjects and how the assessment is broken down. This is in contrast 
with many GCSE subjects, where assessment is by examinations at the end of Year 11 only. The 
ASDAN course, which has been provided at St Richard's for several years provides opportunities to 
build practical skills, social skills, contributing work towards the community and preparation for work 
experience. There is also a literacy component which will be taught during PSHEe time. This year, 
it is possible to choose both of these options together. We are confident this will be a helpful pathway 
for several pupils, and provide variety and use of a wider range of skills. Please contact me if you 
would like to consider this pathway and would like to discuss this further. 
 

Homework 
Homework can be a source of concern for pupils and parents/carers, and has been a staff focus 
during this school year. I would like to re-state some sources of support which may be helpful: 

 We offer a supported homework club, Prep Club Plus, on Monday-Thursday, 3:15-4:15pm in 
BICT with Mr Nuckhir and another subject specialist TA. 

 Pupils can also stay after-school to complete homework in Prep Club with Ms Hubbard on 
Monday-Thursday, 3:15-5:00pm, and in the Library with Ms Tocknell on Monday-Thursday, 
3:15-4:30pm. These are all available to every year group, and they are all good places to come 
to revise! 

 Homework should be, as far as possible, completed independently by the pupil. If you, as a 
parent, feel you are doing homework with, or for your child regularly, please stop, and contact 
the class teacher, your child's TA Co-ordinator or myself with the difficulties your child is 
experiencing. By completing homework with your child, it may not be clear from their work what 
they are finding difficult; homework is one of the ways teachers assess pupils' ability to work 
independently. 

 If your child is spending a long time on individual homework tasks, please contact the class 
teacher. KS3 pupils should be spending between 30-40 minutes on each homework. 
Parents/carers are advised to write a note to the teacher to say if your child has worked 
consistently for this time and been unable to finish the homework. 

 As always, the best advice is to tackle homework on the day it is set, so any difficulties can be 
identified and help sought as early as possible. 

 Please contact me if you are concerned about difficulties your child is having with homework. 
 

Year 11 Mock Examinations 
Looking ahead to term 4, Year 11 sit their final week of mock examinations, starting Monday, 4th 
March and continuing until Tuesday, 12th March. Parents of Year 11 pupils who receive Access 
Arrangements (such as a scribe, word processor, reader and/or extra time) will shortly receive a 
letter to confirm which arrangements have been approved by the Joint Council of Qualifications 
(JCQ).  Please contact myself or Mrs Britt if you have any queries or concerns regarding exam 
support towards your child's March mock examinations and the final GCSEs. 
 

SEN Drop-in 
On Thursday, 4th April, from 3.30-5.00pm, our team of TA Co-ordinators and I invite you to the 
library for our second SEN Drop-in of the year. Please come to informally discuss any queries or 
concerns you may have - no booking necessary.  
 

Wishing you a happy and healthy new term. 
 

Mr Smith and the SEN team  
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Pupil Leadership 

School Council: Our School Council representatives have recently had their third meeting of 

the year. Among the agenda items were the opportunities for pupils to meet with members of 

the canteen and caretaker teams so pupils could raise their concerns with individuals directly. 

The team have also been discussing ideas to raise money for St Michael’s Hospice to celebrate 

“Yellow Week”, this will include a Mufti Day on Friday, 8th February and other fundraising 

activities in the week. The next School Council meeting will take place on Tuesday, 5th March. 
 

The Crest: Pupils from Years 9-11 are continually being encouraged to complete their CREST 

booklets. For Year 10, in particular, it is important to note that they must have achieved at least 

a Silver Award by the summer term to apply for prefect status in Year 11. Congratulations to 

the following pupils who have achieved awards since December. 

Gold award – Benjamin Simmons (Year 10) 

Silver award – India-Cleo Stevens (Year 10) and Christina Thomas (Year 10) 

Bronze Award – Alice Funnell (Year 10), Evie Dawes (Year 8) and Leo Jones (Year 8) 
 

Mock Court Trial Competition (Law Club): The Law Club have met a number of times and are 

now preparing for the competition. The team have the details of their case (a theft charge) and 

are expecting a visit from a competition representative on Thursday, 28th February to oversee 

their progress and to discuss the competition with the team in greater depth. The team will 

then be travelling to Maidstone 

Magistrates Court on Friday, 8th 

March where they will have the 

opportunity to witness some actual 

court cases, a rare opportunity for 

school pupils. This will be followed 

by the competition on Saturday, 

16th March. 
 

Mr Lahache 
 

 

Congratulations to…  
Congratulations to two of our pupils, Lilia 

Vickers and Kiera Fear, and Governor, 

Ian Bratley, who took part in the 

performance of Cinderella by The Trinity 

Players at Christ the King at the end of 

January. They raised money for a 

deserving local charity. 
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

St Richard's contributed to the annual Holocaust Memorial Day at St Mary's in the Castle 
on Saturday, 26th January. The theme this year was 'torn from home' and pupils gave 

a powerful performance of this theme through music, dance and drama. Below are 

some images from the event with guest speaker, Amber Rudd (MP), who highly praised 
the professionalism and respect shown by our pupils.  

 

Former pupil, Ben Stotesbury-Byrne composed a piece called 'Found in Hope.' He wrote 

this last year for his GCSE composition with the Holocaust Memorial Service in mind. 
This was performed with Ben on piano, and Sean Hayden-Ling on violin. The Dance 

Company performed emotionally stirring choreography to the music. 
 

The choir sang with Sean Hayden-Ling on violin and Alastair Rey on piano. The piece 

was called 'Lullaby Prayer' by Heather Sorenson. Both of these pieces were beautifully 
presented by our wonderful musicians, Dance Company, choir and actors. Well done to 

all involved. 
 

 

Parental Focus Group 
A reminder that Parental Focus 
Groups meet twice a term (see diary 
for dates) in the morning and early 
evening to allow parents/carers to 
informally discuss school life and to 
receive presentations on subjects of 
interest e.g. the PSHEe programme. It 
is a relaxed meeting lasting 1½ hours, 
and is enjoyed by those parents/ 
carers who attend. Consider coming 
to our next meeting on Wednesday, 
13th March at 9.15am or Thursday, 
21st March at 6.15pm. 
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Ski Trip Report – Austria 2018 
56 pupils from Years 10 and 11 and five members of staff, set off on 
14th December for 5 days of skiing in the Austrian resort of Alpendorf. 
Early season is always a bit of a risk in terms of the snow but, once 
again, Austria delivered fantastic skiing conditions and the usual 
friendly welcome we have become accustomed to over the last 14 
years! Having survived the 23-hour coach journey and ferry crossing, 
albeit on a luxury double decker coach, we settled into the fantastic 
accommodation at the Forstof Hotel, just by the edge of the slopes on 
which we would soon be hurtling down. 
 

Our days started at about 7am with a hearty breakfast, some frantic 
scurrying around trying to find gloves, helmets, goggles, liftpasses etc 
and a stomp down the hill to the main lift. Once on the mountain, 
lessons ran from about 10:15am to 3:30pm. For many, this was their 
first ever experience on real snow, having only recently completed 
several lessons on a dry slope leading up to the trip. For a handful, it 
was a return to the slopes after last year’s trip and for a few it was a chance to show off some serious skiing 
skills that have clearly been honed over many years. For all, it was a truly excellent week. The beginners 
made incredible progress and were confidently skiing all over the mountain by the end of the week, exploring 
the many different pistes on offer and sampling the tasty food served in the warm welcoming mountain 
restaurants. The more advanced skiers ranged further afield with their instructors, with some skiing the 
neighbouring mountain above the town of Flachau. At the end of the week there was racing and medals 
were given to the speediest. 
 

When we weren’t skiing we were up to something else. There was traditional Austrian bowling, a trip to the 
thermal spa pools/slides in Bad Hofgastein, Mass in German at the local church in St Johann and sledging. 
All the evening activities were part of the cost of the trip and organised by our superb ski company 
Snowslippers. The traditional hotel games evening took place on the penultimate evening with some very 
strange games and a strong element of competition. One challenge involving bits of cardboard and teeth 
confirmed that Charlie Laver in Year 11 as being possibly the most flexible person in the world! It was sad to 
say goodbye at the end of such a great trip, but we said our farewells and girded ourselves for the return 
journey. Everyone was pretty tired by then, as you can imagine, so the drive back went quickly as most pupils 
slept for much of the journey. It helped that we were upgraded from ferry to tunnel enroute home, saving 
at least a couple of hours.  
 

From all of the staff, we would like to say what a pleasure it was to be on the trip: the pupils were incredible 
and it will certainly go down as one of the best trips I’ve ever been on with a school group. A big thank you 
to Mr Bligh, Mrs Harker, Dr Durkin and Mr Varney for working so hard and making the trip possible. Special 
thanks to Mr Bligh for his 
relentless selling of tuck. Next 
year’s trip is already in the 
pipeline, so watch out for 
more on that in an assembly 
soon. Demand will be high so 
make sure you get in quick. 
We will be going back to the 
same resort with 
Snowslippers and we will be 
sending out letters once the 
dates are confirmed.  
 

Mr Harwood, Ski Trip Leader 



12 

Pupil Premium 
What is Pupil Premium funding? 
The Pupil Premium is a sum of money given to schools each year by the Government to improve the 
attainment of disadvantaged children. It is intended to directly benefit the children who are eligible, helping 
to narrow the gap in achievement between them and their classmates. The Government believe this is the 
best way of tackling the inequalities between disadvantaged pupils and their peers. 
Schools are given a pupil premium for: 

● Children who have qualified for free school meals at any point in the past six years. The school 
receives £1300 for each of these children. 

● Children who have been looked after under Local Authority care for more than one day, or children 
of parents who are of service personnel. These children are awarded a premium of up to £1900. 

At St Richard’s Catholic College, approximately 16% of our current intake receive Pupil Premium Funding. 
 

Should I apply for Free School Meals? 
We would encourage any eligible parents/carers to apply for free school meals as it not only provides the 
pupil with a lunch, but also helps the school to fund additional support for individual learners. This can be in 
the form of additional curriculum activities or targeted support. If you are unsure about your eligibility, 
please go to the Pupil Premium page of the website for the criteria or contact the school for further 
information.  
 

Is there a stigma attached to receiving a free school lunch? 
The use of cashless catering in our canteen ensures complete discretion and confidentiality for pupils who 
are in receipt of free school meals. 
 

How do I apply for Free School Meals? 
You apply through the East Sussex Website at this link: 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/ 
 

You will need to scroll down the page and find the section which is hyperlinked and reads as per below. You 
can apply online for free school meals by clicking on the following link: 
Online application for free school meals – external website 

 

Any queries related to pupil premium should be addressed to myself at mrshoylep@strichardscc.com 
 

Mrs Hoyle, Assistant Principal & Subject Leader of Geography 

 

  
Adverse Weather 

Should adverse weather occur and there is a possibility that the college may be closed, please 
check the following for information: 

 The college website: www.strichardscc.com. This will give a clear statement about whether the 
college is closed or open. The information will be available by 6.45am. The delay is caused by 
the need to speak to public transport and they will not make a decision on travel until 6.30am. 

 EduLink One: an App message and email will be sent. 

 The East Sussex County Council school closure website: 
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm.  
This information will be available before 7.00am. This link also provides parents with the 
opportunity to subscribe to receive automatic RSS news feeds and emails which tell them when 
the college is closed.  

 Please also listen to local radio: Radio Sussex, Heart or Arrow FM. 
 

I would like to point out to you that we will always endeavour to open the school, however a 
health and safety risk assessment will be the deciding factor if we find ourselves needing to 
close/close early. If the closure is for more than a day then work will be placed on EduLink One. 

 
 

 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/
https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx
mailto:mrshoylep@strichardscc.com
http://www.strichardscc.com/
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm
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Anti-Bullying News 
 

Talking to your child about bullying 

Trying to have a conversation with your child about bullying is not always easy but it is necessary. 
 

Keep it general  
There is no need to make the initial conversation about bullying too formal or complicated. When you are 
busy making the dinner or watching a storyline, you could bring up a bullying scenario and ask your child 
what they think. This will be a good starting point to discuss bullying in general and in more depth. Explain to 
your child in simple terms what bullying is. Although there is no legal definition, it is usually defined as 
repeated behaviour, which is intended to hurt someone either emotionally or physically, and is often aimed 
at certain people because of their race, religion, gender or sexual orientation or any other aspect such as 
appearance or disability.  
 

Talking to a younger child  
How you approach this conversation is age dependant. If you have a young child you may want to use a 
picture book or their favourite TV show to help illustrate your point. This will give them an insight into how 
others treat people and what to do if someone does cause them distress, such as telling mum, dad, or a 
teacher at school. 
 

Talking to an older child  
If the child is older, you can use scenarios of bullying that have happened in real life such as on TV or in a 
magazine. Ask your child what they would do if they were bullied, how they would react and what they would 
want to happen; this can be a great way to let them know what steps to take such as confide in someone 
they trust, collect screenshots or keep a diary of incidents. They may also want to talk about bullying they 
may have seen at school.  
 

The importance of communication 
Keeping up with what is going on in your child's life can help you spot where a situation might arise or if there 
is an issue, your child might be dealing with without telling you. Taking an active interest in what your child 
gets up to can give them lots of reassurance, even if they don’t show it! Try to keep up with how they are 
feeling, who their friends are, their social media or online activity and what is happening at school. This can 
really help to strengthen the bond between you and help your child feel confident and want to confide in you 
about their life and their world. 
 

Mrs Hills (mrshillsa@strichardscc.com) 
 
 

Helping at Surviving Christmas by Bethany Read, 9I 
 

Zachary, my younger sister and I helped out at the Salvation Army in 
Hastings town centre with the preparations for the annual Surviving 
Christmas dinner. As well as giving out food, there is also the chance for 
people to get some new clothes, have a haircut, have a health check-up 
and much more. 
 

Whilst we were there, we spoke to Megan who helps to organise the event; 
she told us how grateful they are when people help them out - either 
through voluntary work or donations of money, clothes or food. 
 

This year, there was an even greater demand for the food hampers which 
families in need can apply for: St Richard’s contributes to the contents of 
these hampers by getting pupils to bring in £1 and an item of 
food on Christmas jumper day. If everyone does this, at least 
£1000 is raised and over one thousand food items donated. 
However, as this year’s demand for hampers shows, we still 
need to give generously to charities like Surviving Christmas, 
as they do so much for our community. We can help them by 
doing little things which, when everyone pitches in, have a big 
impact. 
 

At the end of term, it was good to see a cheque presented to 
the organiser of Surviving Christmas and lots of food items. 

https://www.bullying.co.uk/cyberbullying/
mailto:mrshillsa@strichardscc.com
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WELL-BEING AND SUPPORT 
 

Well-being Ambassadors 

The Well-being Ambassadors have been meeting to discuss ways in which we can strengthen 

positive well-being amongst the school community and to promote ways for pupils to help 

themselves when they are feeling unsure or unhappy. The pupils have looked at the areas 

which are most prominent in each year group and are designing posters which give websites, 

emails or phone numbers, which can help them in areas such as: friendship, relationships, 

exam stress and general positive well-being. These will then be distributed to the relevant tutor 

bases. We are hoping to get our well-being garden 'The Hive' up and running in the next term; 

we are just waiting for some drier weather!   
 

i-Rock 

i-Rock is a service for 14-25 year olds based at Rock House, Hastings (next 

to the old Observer building, up the road from ESK). We are made up of lots 

of different services that help and support young people. We are open 

Monday-Friday as a drop-in between the hours of 11am-6pm.  You can just 

turn up when you're free or if you prefer to you can make an appointment 

through our Facebook page. You can come and talk to workers that will always be happy to see 

you, listen and try to find you the right support. So, whether it is issues with emotional well-

being, mental health, education, employment or housing, pop in and see us.   
 

St Richard's Parent Support Service - Action Your Potential 

We are working with ‘Action Your Potential’ to bring you St Richard’s Catholic College’s Parent 

Support Service. As well as the website we are running seminars on the dates below. In these 

seminars, tools built from neuroscience will help transform your understanding of your brain 

and offer new ways to help your son or daughter realise their incredible potential. 
  

The seminar dates are: 

Tuesday, 12th February, 6:30–8pm: Well-Being is a Skill, we will teach you that skill 

Tuesday, 26th February, 6:30–8pm: Being Anxiety Aware, we will teach you how to build 

resilience 

Tuesday, 5th March, 6:30–8pm: Neuroplasticity+, we will teach you how to build new habits and 

lose old ones 

Tuesday, 12th March, 6:30–8pm: Building Will Power for Study Success 

Tuesday, 26th March, 6:30–8pm: The Way of the Neuro-Ninja Parent 

Tuesday, 2nd April, 6:30–8pm: The Learning Brain 
 

All seminars are in the school hall. Parents and carers are very welcome but do please contact 

Andrew Wright (adwright100@gmail.com or text: 07590 698701) to secure your place as we 

already have many parents signed up. Do bring your son or daughter and a friend (or two), if 

they are also parents of the school. Learning is always better with friends. These are fun, 

interactive experiences. 
 

St Richard’s Parent Support Service website is – www.actionyourpotentialtoday.com.  It is a site 

for our parents so it has a password: Neocortex123.  The site features lots of details about how 

the brain works and how to get the best out of yours and your son or daughter’s brain. 
 

There are six information packs on the site: 

Pack 1: Mind Your Brain - gives you a tour of the brain and some of its key features. 

Pack 2: Being Anxiety Aware - looks at the issue of anxiety, what causes it and how to respond.  

mailto:adwright100@gmail.com
http://www.actionyourpotentialtoday.com/
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Pack 3: Well-Being is a Skill - looks at what we have to do to make sure our brains and bodies are 

okay.  

Pack 4: The Learning Brain - everything you ever wanted to know about how we learn. 

Pack 5: To Study Success - tools from brain science to help your child become an excellent student. 

Pack 6: The Neuro-Ninja Parent - a set of principles to apply to parenting built from what we have 

learnt about neuroscience. 
 

In-school support: 

A reminder of the different support systems in school: 

 County school nurse drop in service - Every Thursday in Mrs Bligh's Office 

 School Counsellor (pupils can self-refer via their form tutor or Pastoral Leader) 

 Staff mentors (we have a number of staff with particular strengths in pupil mentoring - please get 

in touch with your son/daughter's form tutor if you think this would help) 

 Young Carers - drop in sessions  

 Chaplaincy team support - run by Jo Doyle, Lay Chaplain. 

 Spectrum (bereavement course - in house) 
 

Pupil groups held at lunchtimes: 

 Mental health ambassadors 

 Equality group 
 

We are also working with external agencies to provide extra targeted support in the form of 

workshops during PSHEe on well-being and managing anxieties (with a particular focus at the 

moment on thriving during the exam period). 
 

We regularly invite speakers into the school to present to the pupils. Recently we had i-Rock 

(please see the information above on i-Rock) in to speak to Years 8-11; a County Lines 

presentation for Year 9, and Andrew Wright on Well-being for Year 11. We have further planned 

support throughout the year. 
 

We ensure that there are 

designated schemes of work in 

PSHEe in all years on taking care of 

yourself and supporting one 

another and we will continue to 

make this a key theme of our tutor 

work and assemblies. 
 

Please do not ever hesitate to get in 

touch to discuss a worry or concern 

about your child as there are also a 

number of agencies we can signpost 

you to. We will continue to send out, 

via email, courses or activities going 

on in the local area that also offer 

support to parents and their 

children. 
 

Mrs Bligh, Vice Principal  

(mrsblighd@strichardscc.com) 
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Congratulations to 67% of the pupils who achieved 97% or 
higher attendance during Term 2! 

 

Reporting Pupil Absence/Lateness to School 
There are three ways to report your child’s absence: 
1) The easiest way is via the EduLink app. Please do this using the Absence Reporting tab on 

the home page for your child. 
2) You can leave an answerphone message reporting your child’s absence from school, or 

lateness to school due to an appointment, by dialling the school telephone number – 01424 
731070 and then pressing 1 when prompted.  You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s 
name, their form group, the reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil. 
Please remember to phone for each subsequent day of absence.  Parents/carers can email 
the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown above: 
pupilabsence@strichardscc.com 

3) Email the Attendance Office directly at attendance@strichardscc.com  
 

Please ensure you have reported your child’s absence by 9.10am. 
 

Additionally, please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than 
holiday requests which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to Mrs 
Jones/Mrs Forte and not your child’s Form Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown 
on your child’s attendance records. The attendance email address is attendance@strichardscc.com 
 

Please ensure that your child signs in or out of school outside normal times at the Attendance Office. 
This is to ensure their safety. 
 

Finally, please read the updated Attendance Policy for Parents. It can be found on the school 
website under the ‘About’ tab. The link is: https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-
college/school-policies/  Please be aware that we are unable to authorise any absence of longer 
than three days without medical evidence. 
 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please call or send an email to 
either Mr Campbell or Mrs Jones. 
 

Many thanks 
 

Mrs Jones/Mrs Forte, Attendance Officer (job share) attendance@strichardscc.com 
Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal responsible for Attendance (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 
 

Hastings Creative Spring 
 

Are you aged 14 to 18, into digital media, and want something interesting to do in February 
half term? Hastings’ Creative Spring is a great chance to learn about creative media. It’s a five-

day programme taking place from 18th to 22nd February. Hastings' Creative Spring is all about 
digital skills, new opportunities in the fast-growing creative industries, and having fun. 

Try digging out fascinating stories and data about our town decades ago in Unpacking the 

Past or write about it in Ghosthunting. Why not create animated sequences to make a visual 
story in Stop Frame Animation or build a soundscape to accompany visuals in Audio Camp? 

Get in the picture at Documentary Photography or turn your visuals and stories into an 
experience on mobile phones at Coding History on the Streets. 

Workshops take place in Rock House on Cambridge Road and Hastings Library on Claremont in 

the America Ground, Hastings town centre. Some sessions are half-day, others are a full day 
and some over two days. On full-day sessions you need to bring a packed lunch. There will be 

a small charge of £3 for each half-day session, £5 for a full-day session or £8 for a two-day 
session to be paid in advance.  

To book and for further information: www.creativeslam.co.uk or telephone: 01424 234000  

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:attendance@strichardscc.com
mailto:attendance@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/
https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/
mailto:attendance@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
http://www.creativeslam.co.uk/
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CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE MOCK INTERVIEWS 
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience in June 2019. In preparation for this the timetable is 
suspended for one morning of activities. The activities include writing curriculum vitae, role play and health 
and safety whilst in the workplace. Each pupil also attends a 20 minute one-to-one interview. 
I am looking for volunteers to act as interviewers for this morning, which will take place on Tuesday, 4th 
June. Each interviewer will see approximately 3-4 pupils over the duration of the morning. Feedback should 
be given to the pupils in terms of their CVs and any tips or advice for the future. If you are interested in being 
involved in this event or would like further information, please contact me at the email address below. 
 

CAREERS AMBASSADORS 
As a way of enhancing the Careers Education programme within the college I have decided to introduce the 
role of ‘Careers Ambassadors’. The role will involve the pupils evaluating the already existing careers 
resources, trialling new online resources, helping with the annual careers fayre, writing newspaper articles 
and delivering careers sessions to pupils in Year 7. Congratulations to the following pupils, who were 
successful in being selected to be our Careers Ambassadors: Faith Simon, Ania Roby, Olivia Zheng, Anna 
Thomas, Tania Rawalson, Eliza Brown, Hubert Rownicki, Mimi Luscombe, Amelie Croft, Lydia Joseph, Laynie 
Mote, Joseph Roser and Alexander Long. 
 

LABOUR MARKET INFORMATION (LMI) 
Labour Market Information (LMI) can be 
quantitative or qualitative data about the nature 
and operation of the labour market. It can show 
you what sorts of employment opportunities 
exist in your area and which sectors are growing. 
There is a huge amount of information about LMI, 
the following would be useful places to start: 
National Careers Service Jobs Profiles: This 
covers almost 800 jobs and includes information 
on entry routes, wages, hours and work activities: 
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-
profiles/home 
Prospects: A careers website aimed at graduates 
and undergraduates. It is a good source of LMI, 
including those considering higher education: 
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/ 
LMI for All: An online data portal, which connect 
and standardise existing sources of high quality 
LMI: http://www.lmiforall.org.uk/ 
I could: This uses the ‘LMI for All’ data along with 
personal careers stories to help young people 
explore career routes and pathways. There are over 1,000 different video clips: https://icould.com/ 
World Skills UK Careers Cloud: This allows pupils to explore the very latest labour market information related 
to the jobs that they specifically match with. Highlights include unemployment/pay by region, UK labour 
market projections, skills shortages: https://worldskillsuk.org/careers-cloud 
Get in Go Far: A Government portal for information about apprenticeships. As well as being used to find 
vacancies to apply, it can also help young people to research the availability of opportunities, ways and entry 
requirements locally: https://www.getingofar.gov.uk/ 
Careers of the Future: The aim of this publication is to inspire young people about the wide range of jobs 
that are out there: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3919
11/15.01.05._UKCES_Career_Brochure_V13_reduced.pdf 
 

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-profiles/home
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-profiles/home
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
http://www.lmiforall.org.uk/
https://icould.com/
https://worldskillsuk.org/careers-cloud
https://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/391911/15.01.05._UKCES_Career_Brochure_V13_reduced.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/391911/15.01.05._UKCES_Career_Brochure_V13_reduced.pdf
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INVESTORS IN CAREERS 
The kitemark for quality careers education and guidance, Investors in Careers, which St Richard’s Catholic 
College currently holds is due to be reassessed. The reassessment fully incorporates the 8 Gatsby 
Benchmarks. The reassessment is structured around four key elements:  
1. Commitment - the college renews our commitment to careers education, information, advice and 

guidance (CEIAG) and The Quality in Careers standard.  
2. Organisation - the college continues to have a stable careers programme, including how we are meeting 

the DfE statutory requirements. 
3. Delivery - a programme of Careers Education is delivered that addresses the careers learning needs of 

each pupil. This is where we must demonstrate we are meeting all 8 Gatsby benchmarks. 
4. Evaluation - ensuring that all staff involved in the careers programme prepare all pupils for choices, 

decision and transitions. The CEIAG programme is systematically monitored, reviewed and evaluated to 
ensure it is meeting the needs of all pupils. 

From September 2018 there are two assessed stages: 
1. Commitment: “committed to work towards the standard”. This will involve submitting evidence and 

making a public commitment to establish a robust and coherent approach to our CEIAG provision. 
2. Organisation, Delivery and Evaluation - external assessment leading to either: 

a. Fully meets the standard 
- have demonstrated a 
robust and coherent 
approach to our CEIAG 
provision, fully met the 
Quality in Careers standard 
national criteria, which also 
incorporates the 8 Gatsby 
Benchmarks. 
b. Making good progress 
towards fully meeting the 
standard - we have 
demonstrated a robust 
approach to our CEIAG 
provision and are making 
good progress in meeting 
the Quality in Careers 
Standard national criteria, 
which incorporates the 8 
Gatsby Benchmarks. The 
assessor is confident that a 
clear plan is in place 
demonstrating the college 
will fully meet the national 
criteria. 
 

If successful, the college will be 
given the Award for a further 
three years. If there are any 
questions about reassessment, 
please contact me. 
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers Lead 
(mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com) 
   

mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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English Department 
Literacy 

This term, we have been researching a new piece of software called Bedrock Vocabulary to 

enable us to narrow the vocabulary gap for our pupils. There is a direct link between a 

pupil’s vocabulary size and their academic achievement. Helping pupils to improve and 

widen their academic vocabulary is essential if standards and outcomes are to improve. 

Bedrock Vocabulary is an online programme which teaches vocabulary explicitly, whilst 

encouraging reading. It helps to teach pupils the academic vocabulary they need to succeed 

in school. We are hoping to give parents and pupils more information about Bedrock in 

Term 4, but if you would like to investigate this further, please see the information on their 

website by following the link: https://www.bedrocklearning.org/ 
 

Word of the Week continues to be a success, but I would like to see more pupils using it 

in their work. Remember teachers will award achievement points for the correct and 

appropriate use of the word in lessons. Please continue to encourage your child to read a 

variety of literature at home and urge them to visit the Book Fair between 11th-15th 

February in the library to browse and purchase new literature. In the words of Dr Suess: 

"The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more 

places you’ll go." 
 

Miss Rowland - Literacy Co-ordinator 

 

KS3 

Term 3 brings an exciting opportunity for all pupils to browse and purchase a variety of 

new literature in the Scholastic Book Fair. The book fair will run from Monday, 11th to 

Friday, 15th February during lunchtime and after school. It is preparing us for the 

exciting annual event of World Book Day, which is fast approaching on Thursday, 7th 

March. The money from the books sold will enable the library to select a variety of new 

books for free which will enhance the collection of literature available to our pupils. 
 

On the subject of World Book Day, we would like to invite Year 7 pupils to begin planning 

their World Book Day costumes. On Thursday, 7th March, they are invited to take part in a 

fancy dress competition with a chance to win book vouchers as prizes. It was a really 

successful event last year so get planning those costumes! We also look forward to 

welcoming an author on the day as well as celebrating a love of literature with a range of 

fun activities to mark the occasion. 
 

Finally, Year 8 will be taking part in the first East Sussex Spelling Bee. Year 8 pupils have 

been encouraged to learn over fifty challenging words and four successful finalists will go 

through to compete with a range of other competitors from local secondary schools in 

Battle, Hastings and Eastbourne next term. Please see Mrs Wood in A8 if you have any 

questions. 

 

Youth Speaks Public Speaking Competition 

Congratulations to Leo Jones, Marni Lippin, Eliza Brown, Maddie Baszczak and Joe Baszczak 

who will be taking part in the Rotary Youth Speaks Public Speaking Competition. They will 

be representing our college at Claverham Community College on Wednesday, 27th 

February and we wish them the best of luck with their presentations. 
 

A reminder that Deba8 Club runs every Thursday in A8 and Creative Writing Club every 

Friday in A8. Please see Mrs Wood for details. 

Mrs Wood - Acting Subject Leader for English 

 

 

https://www.bedrocklearning.org/
https://www.bedrocklearning.org/
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KS4 

Years 10 and 11: Well done for starting 2019 with such commitment and enthusiasm. We 

are really impressed by all your hard work. 
  

Year 11: We have completed the course, and you are receiving five lessons of guided 

revision a week with your teacher, including an opportunity to be taught by different 

teachers for your language carousel. In addition to that, there are Monday morning 

invitation-only English Language intervention sessions in A3 during tutor time for those 

pupils who are very close to hitting a Grade 4. Supervised Study sessions will start next 

term for all pupils and details were given out at Parents’ Evening. A reminder to continue 

revising Language paper 1 and Poetry and your modern text for your mock exam next 

term. 
  

Year 10: By the time you read this, you will have completed your language data capture. 

Try not to forget Macbeth entirely as you start your next texts! Keep it ticking over by 

returning to TV/film versions and practising keywords etc. 
  

Parents: We have a stock of Collins revision guides which cover language and literature - 

they include revision materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are available 

from Mrs Niitsoo in A1 for £5 (cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!). For text-specific guides we 

recommend the Yorknotes 9-1 guides or CGP for a more simplified option. Teachers can 

show pupils copies of these guides and they are available in all good bookshops and on 

Amazon. Of course pupils have access to a large number of resources via Google Drive and 

padlets. As always, thank you for your support. 
 

Mrs Niitsoo, KS4 Co-ordinator 
 

Maths News 
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Year 11 Maths Intervention Sessions 

All our Year 11 pupils are offered intervention sessions on Wednesday afternoons after school. Pupils 

have already been directed to the appropriate group and member of staff. The work in the intervention 

sessions is aimed at the pupil’s target grade and has been guided by the analysis of their mock exam 

papers. 
 

Mr Stickland, Maths Department 
 

Pay Online for School Uniform/Equipment and Trips 
 

A school uniform and equipment price list and order form can now be viewed/downloaded on the school 
website at the following link: 
https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/ 
 

Uniform/equipment can also be ordered and paid for on-line using the following link (which can be found 
beneath the school uniform order form): 
https://www.scopay.com/login.html 
 

To use this on-line payment system you need to request login details from the Finance Office, if you have 
not already done so. Payments are processed securely through Worldpay.  
 

Please email: finance@strichardscc.com for login details.   
 

Uniform can also be purchased by pupils from Mrs O’Brien. Payment can be made by cash or cheque.  
 

 

School Lunch and ParentPay Queries 
 

If you have a query regarding school lunches please contact the Catering 
Manager, Julie Slayford, via email: U72911@compass-group.co.uk  
 

If the problem is with ParentPay please go to the ParentPay website: 
https://www.parentpay.com/parents/using-parentpay 
 

St Richard’s does not have access to ParentPay accounts. We are only able to 
print a letter providing you with the activation details to set up an account. 
 
  

https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/
https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
mailto:U72911@compass-group.co.uk
https://www.parentpay.com/parents/using-parentpay
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

There has been lots of great work and efforts from the pupils in RE 

this term. 
 

Year 7 pupils have been learning about the Sacraments. They have 

had a particular focus on Baptism and Reconciliation.  In our RE 

classes pupils have re-enacted a baptism ceremony. 
 

The Year 8 pupils have been very enthralled and motivated by their 

unit on Philosophy. There have been many enthusiastic debates and 

discussions in lessons where pupils have been arguing the existence 

of God and trying to explain the different theodicies of his 

existence.   
 

In Year 9, pupils have continued their studies surrounding Discipleship. They are currently working on their 

Social Justice unit. Details of this have seen sent to parents/carers from Mrs Bligh. Year 9 homework this 

term is based on their learning and collecting Caritas points and involves them putting their faith into action.   
 

Within Key Stage 4, pupils are continuing with the GSCE course. Year 10 pupils are currently learning about 

Sources of Wisdom and Authority. This unit covers the Authority in the Church. Year 11 have moved on 

to their last unit, Islamic Practices. They have been learning about the different ways Muslims practise their 

faith. This has included prayer, fasting and pilgrimage. Next term they will be starting their revision rotations 

for their summer exams. 
 

Trips and Speakers 

Unfortunately, the synagogue trip had to be postponed. A new date is set for next term when the pupils will 

finally get the opportunity to see the synagogue in Eastbourne. They will then feed this information back to 

their RE groups. 
 

Year 8 pupils were very fortunate to have Mr Segal (a parent of the school) come to their RE lessons to tell 

them about Judaism. He spoke of the different festivals and celebrations and the groups even got the 

opportunity to play with a dreidel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We have also had a visit from Fr Tristan who came for a Q & A session 

with some of our pupils. They asked Fr Tristan great questions, such 

as how did he know he wanted to be a priest and what he finds 

hard/challenging about being a priest. He even explained to the pupils 

what a typical day was like for a priest and how he performs the 

Sacraments including the Sacrament of the Sick. We will be planning 

more of these sessions later on in the school year. 
 

We will also have a visit from Mo Khan (Bexhill Mosque) who will be 

speaking to our Year 11 pupils about Islam. This will take place at the 

beginning of Term 4. It will give our Year 11 pupils a chance to 

consolidate this part of the course by asking questions and listening to 

someone of the Muslim faith. 
 

Mrs Mead, Subject Leader for RE   
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Science Department News 
 

Year 11: Engineering Education Scheme (EES)  
EES is a scheme where a team of 4-6 Year 12 pupils work on a project for 6 months with 
an engineering company to answer a question set by the company. This year, St 
Richard’s were invited to enter a team of Year 11 pupils to work with STEM 
Ambassadors, Tom and Emma, from local engineering company, Photek, in Hastings for 

our maiden outing. 
 

The team of five have been enthusiastic participants in their 
project which involves modelling a mini neural network using 
Raspberry Pi and Python for coding. Our project was officially 
launched at St Richard’s during a visit from the STEMSussex 
programme co-ordinator when the pupils were introduced to 
project management and team-working techniques. The team has 
been meeting weekly to develop their mini neural network. The 
team, namely Dilys Cornford, Aaron Davis, Allysha Nhanda, 
Sinnead Singson and Ruben Muller-Perol, has also enjoyed visits 

to Photek (for a look around the factory and design lab) and a two-day visit to the University of Brighton’s 
Inspiration Suite, where they were able to take advantage of the state-of-the-art workshop facilities in 
designing, building and testing their model. A final report must be prepared and submitted by the end of 
March and a final Celebration and Assessment will take place in a public forum in April. The assessment is by 
senior company engineers and students will graduate as Industrial Cadets at Gold Level. 
 

The team were inspired by the working environment they encountered during their visit to Photek. Allysha 
reported, ‘We were able to learn what the everyday life of an engineer could be. It opened my eyes…’ whereas 
Dilys commented, ‘I was surprised by the range of skills required (for STEM jobs)’, meanwhile Ruben, ‘really 
enjoyed looking at how production happens on the factory floor.’ After the University workshop visits, 
Sinnead was, ‘really proud of the progress we have made so far, even after things have gone wrong we’ve 
managed to find a solution by coming together as a team.’ Aaron reported that he, ‘learnt lots of new skills 
and how to use certain tools and pieces of equipment.’    
 

More recently, Dilys has summarised the team’s thoughts as follows: ‘We all started the EES project as we 
were extremely interested in working with a company in order to collaborate on an unknown engineering 
project, which, in our case, happened to be dubbed a 'mini supercomputer'. So far, the project has presented 
a great opportunity to display our skills in science, problem solving and teamwork, and has given us the 
chance to go on trips to Photek, the company we're working with, as well as to the University of Brighton. It 
is an amazing opening for the future, in terms of further education and possible careers.’ We wish them good 
fortune as they complete the final stages of the build and testing and as they prepare for the project 
presentations.’ 
 

National Schools’ Observatory Image of the Month – December 2018 
Mare Ibrium or Sea of Showers by Aisling Eldridge, 9S. 
‘In Astronomy we were set up with accounts for the 
National Schools Observatory, I had used the attached 
software, LT Image, to manipulate images since 
September. I sent this image along with another image 
of the Moon and of M1 (the Crab Nebula). I went onto 
my Twitter account and on there I had a few 
notifications announcing that I had won ‘Image of the 
Month’ for December 2018. I was honestly so surprised 
and I really wasn’t expecting it! I received a 20” x 20” canvas of it, of which I’ve 

decided to donate to Dr Durkin (who is very grateful!) and along with that I also received an astronomy 
careers booklet, a card and a certificate. I am so happy that I won and it really came as a big surprise to me.’ 
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Further information about this ‘spectacular Moon shot’ can be found at 
https://www.schoolsobservatory.org/iom/1812 
 

Ogden Trust East Sussex Alliance 
St Richard’s Science department hosted the second Alliance meeting which 
incorporated future planning and consideration of fun and exciting physics 
frivolities as part of the Liaison programme with 9 partner primary schools. 
 

‘Why I Love Science’ Competition Rutherford Appleton Laboratories 
Three Year 9 GCSE Astronomy pupils, Florence 
Assetto, Ivan Doolan Tanner and Will Jones, 
made it through to the National Finals of the 
STFC ‘Why I Love Science’ competition. 15 
finalists and their parents were invited to 
Rutherford Appleton Laboratories for a guided 
tour of the world class research facilities and to 
present their essay entitled ‘Why I Love Science’ to an invited audience of 
research scientists and representatives of the STFC.  

 

Will’s father, Mr Peter Jones, was, ‘delighted that the pupils are finalists, chosen from hundreds of entries 
from schools across the country. I was proud of all of them!’ Will was pleased to have reached the finals 
saying, ‘I found this trip to be very informative and fun, though the speech part was slightly nerve-wracking. 
My favourite part was giving the speech because it was very exciting and competitive to see who would win 
the prize. Though none of us won it was a very worthwhile experience.’ Florence’s father was very proud too, 
marvelling at what ‘a great opportunity’ it was.  
 

Florence reported, ‘I really enjoyed looking at all the facilities they had at the Rutherford Appleton 
Laboratories and it was very interesting to see the laser facilities and the parts of spacecraft from NASA that 
were sent back to the laboratory where they were made. It was really enjoyable to hear about why other 
people love science and I liked getting to share why I like science as well. I think this competition was a great 
opportunity for me and I thoroughly enjoyed participating in it.’  
 

‘The trip to the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory was great fun. When we 
entered we were treated to loads of fun things to do including messing 
around with magnets and seeing how the Van de Graaff generator affects 
aluminium plates; they fly! Not only were we able to do all that, we were 
then guided around their laboratories and got to see all of the things they 
worked on there. While we were there we found out they worked with NASA 
and were involved with a number of large scale missions. After all this, we 
then had to give our presentations to the rest of the winning students which 
was nerve racking but still super fun seeing what the other people had done. In conclusion, I think the whole 
thing was absolutely amazing.’ By Ivan 
 

Knit ‘n’ Natter  
Has been relaunched for the New Year and still meets in Lab 4 on 
Monday and Friday lunchtimes between 1.00 and 1.30 pm. All are 
welcome - no experience necessary! 
 

Science Storytellers 3: Periodicity 
Fifteen Year 7 MAD scientists have started their extra-curricular project in a third 
year of the very successful Science Storytellers vein. As 2019 is the 150th Anniversary 
year of the publication of the Periodic Table, the Periodicity project will be a STEAM 
project (Science, Technology, English, Art and Music) and pupils will enjoy after 
school workshops in all of these subject areas. Dr Littlejohns has given an insight into 
the history and development of the modern periodic table; Ms Mason will be 
orchestrating a performance piece using boom whackers in celebration of the 

https://www.schoolsobservatory.org/iom/1812
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original Newland’s Law of Octaves, Miss Rowland will lead a creative writing workshop and there will be a 
very large periodic table appearing around the school building! 
 

Fab Fizzix 
Lower school pupils have been enjoying making bubbles and estimating the speed of light with a domestic 
microwave and chocolate. The estimate is very close to the actual value and the resources taste yummy! 
 

StAR Club  
Pupils have been practising their soldering skills with Steve Smith supervising, as they constructed a dipole 
flasher device (a blinking LED!). StAR Club lead, Phil Parkman, will be joining us intermittently as he has 
recently relocated, but will return to lead the amateur radio sessions. Pupils have been using the handheld 
radios to play ‘Hunt the Fox’ around the school building; practising their transmission etiquette en route, but 
also using the school radio to tune in to other countries’ broadcasts. Codey particularly enjoyed, ‘doing the 
practical stuff!’ 

 

***** Extra-Curricular Science Activities ***** 
 

Fab Fizzix - Tuesday 1.10 – 1.35 in Lab. 4 
GEMS - Wednesday 13.00 – 13.30 in Lab. 4 

St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club (StAR Club) - Wednesdays 3.30 – 5.00 pm. Lab 4 
Young Investigators - Thursday lunchtimes in Lab. 7 

St Richard’s Science Storyteller 3: Periodicity –  Thursdays after school (Invited Year 7s in 
Lab. 4) 

 

***** Trips***** 
Ethical Eden 10th Anniversary 

Residential Adventure Trip to Cornwall - 27th – 31stMay 2019 
There are 26 places for the Ethical Eden Trip (5 days and 4 nights full board) - £250. 

There will be 30 Year 8 places for the ‘Science in the City’ Block Day Trip in July  
(B ‘n’ B - details to follow) £70  

 

Deposits and staged payments are available on-line this year. Should you wish to reserve a 
space on this trip then please contact finance@strichardscc.com for an account login. 

mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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MFL BAKE-OFF SUCCESS 
Thank you to everybody who participated in the MFL Christmas Bake off at the end of Term 2 and all 
who came along to buy cakes. Well done in particular to Ana Durnea 7L, Laurence Joyce 7H, Madison 
Buck 7S and Sophia Sabal 8U, who were crowned winners of the bake off competition. It was 
wonderful to see so many different Christmas specialities on offer; we had so many delicious cakes, 
biscuits, cupcakes and pastries it was difficult to choose a winner! It was a really lovely event and best 
of all we raised £129.45 for ‘Surviving Christmas’. Here are a few pictures to give you a flavour of the 
many wonderful entries:  

 

SPANISH NEWS 
Una aplicación Española: Year 9 have been 
studying the topic of “la tecnología” in 
Spanish and one of their homework tasks 
was to work in a team and create a Spanish 
app. The results were very impressive, not 
only in the level of Spanish input into their 
design and interface ideas but also the 
presentations that each group made to the 

class. Well done Year 9.  
Here are a some of the 
apps they created! 
 

Spanish Club: Attention Year 7s! Join us in Spanish Club on Mondays in B13 
from 1-1:30pm. It’s fun - just read what the Year 8s have to say.. 
 

“Spanish Club has really given us a better understanding of Spain and the 
Spanish language. It is run by Mrs Scott and Miss Fernandez-Gomez and both 
of these teachers have enriched our learning further. In the club we do activities 
including numeracy and use different techniques of learning. It improves our 
learning because we have the privilege to have two fluent Spanish speakers to 
help us with our pronunciation and to add to our vocabulary. In my opinion the 

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 
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club is very helpful and is a great extra-curricular activity to go to and helps with all different struggles 
with the Spanish language.”  Louis East, Year 8 
    

“In Spanish Club, we have been playing board games and bingo to help us revise our Spanish. We 

have also watched a film and played a Kahoot to see if we were paying attention! We have also been 

doing some numeracy lessons to help us with our numbers and our operations e.g. plus, subtract, 

divide and multiply.”  Grace Gillen, Year 8 

 

GERMAN NEWS 
German Club: Hallo! We are looking for new Year 7 and Year 8 pupils 
who would like help with their German in a fun and creative way! We 
do quizzes, Kahoot, vocabulary learning and weekly fun 
competitions with achievement points and prizes to be won! We can 
also help you with anything you have learnt already that you don’t 
understand, whether it’s homework or classwork. For about 20 
minutes, we (the friendly faces in the picture from Year 10) can 
assist you and support you in different topics of German as well as 
different aspects of it, like reading, spelling or pronunciation. So 
what are you waiting for - come to German Club! By Aeshielle 
Zareno, 10S and Alvin Manoj, 10O. 
 

Visitors from Hollenberg-Gymnasium Waldbröl: This term we 
have been really lucky to welcome three German visitors from 
the Hollenberg-Gymnasium Waldbröl who are here on their 
work experience. Lea, Jakob and Louis have led activities for 
our younger pupils in the weekly German Club, sharing stories 
about life in a German school and have been practising 
speaking questions with older pupils. Here is a little 
introduction - can you translate what they are saying? See Miss 
Auzinger in B5 with your translation to win a prize! 
 

Guten Tag! Unsere Namen sind Lea, Jakob und Louis. Wir sind 
fünfzehn Jahre alt und kommen aus Deutschland. Wir haben 
das St. Richard’s College in Bexhill besucht, um unser 

zweiwöchiges Praktikum als Deutsch- und Französischlehrer zu machen. Wir fanden es spannend zu 
sehen, wie das englische Schulsystem so ist. Wir fanden die Zeit sehr schön und wir alle haben tolle 
Erfahrungen gesammelt! 
 

Attention Year 11: I hope your revision at 
home is going well and you are making 
good use of the weekly revision schedule 
and the revision padlet (link is on Edulink) 
as well as the wealth of resources on 
Memrise, Kerboodle and Activelearn.  
 

Remember to attend the Wednesday and 
Friday lunchtime intervention sessions 
and the Monday after school revision 
session in B5 and B4, especially as we 
now have weekly support from two 
Bexhill College A Level students. Revision 
guides can still be purchased from Miss 
Auzinger.  
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FRENCH NEWS  
French Club: Many thanks to Hannah 
Chan, Jessicca Davies, Izehi Ehohimen, 
Emilie Sones, Lisa Sones and Christina 

Thomas who have been organising activities for French 
Club this term. It has been great to welcome some new 
faces from Year 7 who joined in our annual celebration of 
the Epiphany ‘King cake’ tradition which included a cultural 
presentation and quiz created by Lisa Sones. We are 
looking forward to exploring some more language based and cultural projects in Term 4. New 
members are always very welcome. 
 

Year 11 GCSE French Revision Support: There are still some remaining ‘Target 5 
Foundation’ and ‘Target 9 Higher’ Revision guides in stock (a combined price of £5 for 
the Reading and Writing workbooks) as well as AQA Vocabulary booklets (£2) available 
for purchase. A number of pupils who have been using them this term have found the 
guides helpful in honing exam skills. Please see Miss Chong in B14 if you would like to 
have a look at or purchase one of the revision resources available. 
 

Well done to all those who have been attending the GCSE French Lunchtime Boosters or Monday 
after school sessions. We would like to thank the Bexhill College A level French students, Sam, Ellie, 
Ilana and River who have been giving their time voluntarily in attending the Monday after school 
sessions to support our pupils with practising their Speaking skills. The Year 11s have benefited 
hugely from the advice, encouragement and help from the A level students. 
     

Monday Intervention sessions (3.15-4.00pm in B14) and boosters will continue to run in Term 4. All 
pupils are welcome. Pupils who are expected to attend as part of intervention will be informed by their 
class teacher. The 20-minute lunchtime sessions run every Monday in B4 (Speaking), Wednesday in 
B14 and B15 (Listening) and Friday (Reading) in B14 and B15. 
 

Year 8 Residential Trip to Normandy, Northern France: We are very much looking forward 
to our residential visit to the region of Normandy in France. Many thanks to all parents 
and carers for encouraging and supporting their children to take part in this trip which we 
hope will be an enriching and enjoyable experience. We look forward to reporting back on 
our French adventure in the next newsletter!  
 

FACTOIDS 
Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Day in France, is called la Chandeleur. 
The word “chandeleur” comes from “chandelle” meaning candle 
which associates it with light (the day is sometimes referred to as 
la fête de la lumière), but like most celebrations to do with the 
Nativity, Chandeleur is also traditionally linked to purification and 
fecundity. Nowadays, it’s a family time most simply associated with eating "crêpes", the delicious thin 
French pancakes. 
 

February sees the celebration of Carnival all around Spain. World famous are 
the Carnival Festivals in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Madrid, Barcelona and 
Cádiz. Carnival festivities are an opportunity to party and indulge before the 
more austere Lent time. During Carnival, Spaniards dress up and join 
parades which fill the streets with music and dance.  
 

Carnival is also serious business in Germany. For example, at the end of February, from 
Thursday until Ash Wednesday, the city of Cologne is in an exceptional state. Carnival 
(in German Karneval) has been celebrated in Cologne since medieval times and is so 
famous that it's often even called the Fifth Season. „Kölle, Alaaf!“ 
 

Miss Chong, Miss Auzinger & Mrs Scott 
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**Keep up to date with all the latest Geography news with @StRichardsGeog on Twitter!** 
 

KS4 GEOGRAPHY 
Year 11 geographers are reminded 
that, every week, we run a Tuesday 
revision booster session at lunchtime 
for only 15 minutes. Pupils receive a 
set of revision notes from attending 
the session. These are well attended 
but please do remind your son or 
daughter to attend these sessions as 
it is crucial that their revision 
continues even if the mocks are over. 
To the side is a snippet of the sessions 
that we are offering in the coming 
weeks: 

 

All Year 11 are also invited to the 
Friday after school sessions which 
finish at 4pm and focus on how to 
improve the writing of the big mark questions. 
 

KS3 GEOGRAPHY - HELLO AND GOODBYE! 
After half term, we say goodbye to our current teaching groups and we welcome those who have been 
learning history since September. Well done to the Year 7 and 8 geographers who have worked incredibly 
hard to widen their knowledge and understanding of the world we live in. The pupils have experienced 
fieldwork - both virtual and real in our local area and have developed many new skills. Remember ‘geography 
is all around us’ and while these pupils might not ‘study’ geography again until the next academic year please 
continue to be aware and interested in the news and current events both locally, nationally and 
internationally. 
 

GEOGRAPHY BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 
Over the last two years we have been fundraising 
for a project in Kenya that is supported by the 
Rotary Club of Senlac.   
 

Each year, a group of local volunteers travel to 
North West Kenya to work with the Pokot tribe 
helping to provide better healthcare, water and 
education. In the last year alone, the Geography 
Department have raised £25 just by selling pens, pencils, rulers at 20p each to pupils in the classroom. 
Following a recent sale of tribal crafts, beadwork and jewellery a further £70 was raised. This money has 
been donated to the Yellowmen to use with the Pokot Tribe. In the summer term, Mike Stewart, a volunteer, 
will visit the Geography Club and show us how the money has been spent.  

https://twitter.com/StRichardsGeog
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GEOGRAPHY CLUB 
We are thrilled to announce that we have been awarded a Green Schools Award for 
the work the Geography Club have been doing in the last two terms. The Club will 
be heading to Maidstone to collect their award on 14th February. Some of the 
recent activities have included pupils presenting assemblies to Years 7 & 8 to 
educate pupils about the impact of plastic in our oceans and collecting more than 
4,000 milk bottle tops which will be going to the Conquest Hospital to help buy a 
MRI scanner. Congratulations for all your hard work and well done! 

 

Recently, we hosted a surveyor from Ordnance Survey who trained the Geography Club in surveying and the 
Club members all played a part in surveying our new path and sports hall for our local OS map. The pupils 
were full of enthusiasm and worked hard to ensure all measurements were 
100% accurate. Over the next few weeks we will be completing local beach 
cleans, as well as some modelling work and making reusable cling film. The Club 
is very busy with new pupils joining every week. Feel free to come along at 1pm 
on Fridays in A10. You will be very welcome. 

REQUEST FOR HELP 
St Richard’s is very fortunate to have many pupils from different cultures, countries and backgrounds. The 
geography department is keen to embrace our multicultural links by developing Country Study Boxes. We 
would use these as an introduction to a country as we study it and pupils would have the opportunity to look 
at and handle these items. Within these boxes we would hope to include background information about the 
country, its culture and traditions. While we can access facts about a country we would love to hear from 
the pupils and their families who have links and experience of living outside of the UK. 
 

Ideas for items we could include: a flag, maps, money - small denomination coins or 
notes, food packaging, examples of the writing, 
photos, a small item of traditional clothing/fabric. A 
traditional toy, ornament or low value piece of 
jewellery would also enhance the learning experience. 
Any photos or paper resources you wish to have 
returned could be photocopied and the original 
returned to you. 
 

Countries we study include:  
Brazil, China, Japan, India, Bangladesh, the Philippines, Nepal, UK, 
Kenya and Haiti.  

 

If you have any items you are willing to 
donate please ask your child to bring them 
to A2 to give to Mrs Massey. Thank you for 
your support and I look forward to 
developing our Global Learning with your 
children at the very centre of our learning.  
 
Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography 
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 History Department News  
 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2019 
On Thursday, 24th January St 

Richard’s commemorated Holocaust Memorial 
Day with pupils from Years 9-11 watching a 
live webcast of Holocaust survivor, Harry Spiro 
BEM. Harry gave a heartfelt testimony of his 
experience as a young boy, living in Poland, 
under Nazi occupation. He talked of how he 
was the only survivor of his family, following 
the liquidisation of the Piotrków Ghetto, in 
1942. He was saved from this thanks to his 
mother, who had lied about his age to secure 
him a job in a glass factory. Had he not been at 
work on that fateful day, he too would have 
been murdered at Treblinka extermination 
camp. His testimony was one of courage and 
bravery in the face of impossible dangers. He 
said, “Terrible things [the Nazis] did to me. 
But by hating them – no, you will not solve 
anything. Killing each other, hating each other, 
where do we end up? The young generation 
does take notice. They do learn. That gives me 
encouragement to carry on. Hopefully, 
eventually, we will successfully overcome this 
terrible hatred.”  
 

St Richard’s was one of thousands of schools around the country who were given the privilege to 
watch Harry speak by the Holocaust Education Trust. Pupils’ learning was subsequently shared 
within History classes so that the school community could benefit from the lessons of the 
Holocaust and appreciate the impact it still has on our society today.  
 

Following this, on Friday, all pupils were again given the chance to reflect on the events of the 
Holocaust and other genocides by hearing and sharing stories, each lesson, from survivors.  
Alongside this, in History lessons, pupils investigated individual survivors and wrote postcards to 
them. At lunch time all pupils were given the chance to write a postcard to a survivor, telling them 
how their stories had inspired them. Our pupils approached all of these activities and opportunities 
with maturity and sensitivity, which is commended by the History department. A special thanks 
also goes to the History Club for organising the survivor stories and lunchtime activities. 
 

Key Stage 3 History 
Current Year 7 and 8 pupils will be moving over to geography after Term 3 and we wish them well 
in their new studies. For pupils who will be commencing history in Term 4, your first topics of 
study will be: 
Year 7 - ‘How was Saxon England Conquered?’ 1066 and the Battle of Hastings. 
Year 8 - ‘Why Kill a King?’ The English Civil Wars. 
Year 9 will continue looking at 20th Century conflict and issues, with a focus on the Holocaust.  
This will be their final term of Key Stage 3 History before they begin their chosen option subject 
of either history or geography. 
 

Key Stage 4 History 
Year 11:  Pupils are continuing and will be completing their final unit on the American West.  
Following this, pupils will begin revision in preparation for their terminal assessments. A reminder 
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to all that revision sessions are ongoing for history every Monday lunchtime in A0 and Friday 
after school in Lab 7. ALL are welcome. 
 

Year 10:  Pupils are now working on their focus study on the British Sector of the Western Front, 
1914-1918, Injuries, Treatments and the Trenches. Pupils are encouraged to carry out 
independent research into the First World War and the conditions of the Western front to 
supplement their studies. 
 

Revision and Lesson Resources 
All pupils are able to purchase class textbooks and revision resources through Amazon and other 
booksellers. Please remember that we follow Pearson Edexcel’s GCSE History Spec and cover the 
following units: 
● Medicine in Britain 1250-present day, including the British sector of the Western Front 
● The American West 
● Anglo Saxon and Norman England OR Early Elizabethan England 
● Weimar and Nazi Germany 

There is also a huge amount of revision and support material in the Pupil Team drive on Google, 
please do encourage your son/daughter to make use of them. 
 

Write your own Historical Fiction Competition 2019 
Pupils in Years 7 to 9 are invited to enter this exciting competition run by the 
Historical Association. The organisation is looking for pupils to write a creative 
piece set within a realistic and convincing historical context. Ideas could include 
a romantic drama set in the midst of the French Revolution, or a thriller set 
within the context of the Civil Rights movement in 1960’s America.  Judges 
will be looking for: 
 Historical accuracy – even down to the choice of names characters are given 

and any props additional to the historical setting. 
 A riveting read with a good plot! 
 A convincing story - i.e. is it plausible that these events and/or this character could have existed 

at the time? 
 Use of historical knowledge to feed the plot, context and character. 
 Effective use of historical vocabulary and literary conventions, including where dialogue is 

included in the story. 
 Creative and interesting perspectives of story-telling.  
 

There are no limits and all entries will be accepted. The entry deadline is 30th April and should 
be handed to Mrs Campbell in A0. After this date the department will select the best three to be 
sent to the Historical Association. If you would like any more information please do come and see 
me. 
  
 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History (mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com) 

 
  

Examples of recent Key Stage 3 
History projects  

mailto:mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com
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ART DEPARTMENT 
 

Our Year 11 pupils are busily focusing on their exam paper now. 
The papers were delivered to them on 13th January, by which time 
their coursework was completed. We have been running Saturday 
Art workshops which have proved invaluable. Both our Year 10 
groups are working very well. Art and Design are working on 
‘Fragments/Architecture’, and the quality of drawing and design is 
superb. Each page is beautifully embellished with really exciting 
scale and detail expected. Fine Art are working on observational drawing and Jim Dine. They also enjoyed a 
superb workshop with the artist Mark Curryer with fantastic results. Year 9 have completed their Ceramic 
Fish project and pupils are now focused and enjoying the new surrealism topic. Fine Art are producing 
beautifully detailed quarter portraits. Year 7 and 8 are painting their ceramic nightlights and fantasy teapots 
respectively and Fine Art are producing richly embellished paintings inspired by sketchbook work.  
 

Congratulations to Evlampia Zacon who came second in the Bexhill Lions Club Peace Poster district 
competition.  
 

Congratulations to the following pupils who came first, second and third in the Rosewood Building 
Competition: 
Winner: £100 WHSmith voucher - Samantha Zebrak, Year 8 (see right) 
2nd place: £50 WHSmith voucher - Natalie Collinson, Year 8 

3rd place: £25 WHSmith voucher - Matilda Hawkins, Year 9   
 

Our pupils' artwork will have pride of place on the Rosewood Park Building 
hoardings just outside Little Common. The winning pupils will be invited 
down to the development for a photography opportunity with their design 
very soon.  
 

Please could any former pupils come and collect their folders and artwork 
from the department as soon as possible. Finally, I would like to thank 
Flora Davenport, our trainee student from Brighton University, who has 
worked incredibly hard in the Department and produced lovely work with 
the pupils. On behalf of the department I would like to wish Flora well in 
her future teaching career.  
 

Thank you and keep creating! 
 

Mr Peachment, Subject Leader - Art 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 
Mark Curryer 

workshop  
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  PRODUCT DESIGN DEPARTMENT 

Follow the Product Design department on Twitter at: https://twitter.com/strichards_dt 
 

Food Technology 
Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils have moved on to different 
areas of tech during this term, as part of the 
Product Design rotation.  
 

Year 7 pupils cooked a range of dishes, from a 
simple snack, Hawaiian grill to a healthy stir fry.  
Each dish is chosen to teach pupils about using 
different parts of the oven and hob and provide 
skills in basic cooking. They also learn about the 
Eatwell Guide, which is the current government 
guide for healthy eating.  

 
 
 
I am also working with Jo Doyle, our Lay Chaplain, to arrange 
events for Fairtrade Fortnight and we are looking for more Year 
7s to sign up as Fairtrade Champions. If you are interested, then 
drop into the food room to see myself or Jo.  
 

Year 8 food lessons focus on sauce making, 
starting with a tomato sauce and pasta, moving 
onto Bolognese and a group work practical 
making macaroni cheese. This practical is GCSE 

work, as the pupils learn about gelatinisation - how flour is used to thicken a sauce. The 
Year 8 pupils make a final dish of their own choice, which includes pasta, a sauce and 

protein. They are introduced to a 
nutritional tool called Explore Food. This 
is a free website, where they can produce a traffic light 
label of their final dish. They can see the quantity of fat, 
sugar and salt their dish contains and use this information 
to make it healthier.  
 

Year 9 pupils focus on a multicultural project, with pupils 
learning how to make a variety of dishes from different countries. They start with a traditional British dish, 
cottage pie. They move onto chicken fajitas, then either savoury rice or risotto and finally ‘curry in a hurry’, 
where they have a choice of three different curry recipes, all of which use a curry paste so they can alter the 
strength to suit their own taste. They research, plan, prepare and make a final product based on a culture of 
their own choice.  
 

This term, I have been overwhelmed with the variety, 
quality and imagination of the Year 9 final dishes. Our 
school community is home to lots of different cultures, 
so it is no surprise that many Year 9 pupils choose to 
make dishes which reflect their own cultural 
background. Some of the dishes in recent weeks have 
included Mini Yorkshire puddings, Irish stew with soda 
bread. Pierogi (a Polish dumpling), Biriyani, Persian rice 
pudding, spring rolls, Jamaican Jerk Chicken, Parmesan Stuffed Chicken with tomato sauce and the list goes 
on! An amazing selection of dishes and one very proud teacher!  
 

Year 7 Product Design - aluminium door 
plates. 

https://twitter.com/strichards_dt
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For those choosing the food option for GCSE, you may be interested in a trip I am trying to organise to Venice 
next year. I am hoping to go during the Easter holidays in 2020. The trip is for 5 days/4 nights to Lido de 
Jesolo, leaving on 6 April and returning 10 April. The price is £650, payable on a monthly plan and will include 
flights, full board accommodation to include, breakfast, lunch, evening meal and all food related excursions. 
This is a specialist food trip and will include cookery demonstrations, a visit to a cheese factory, a visit to a 
local farm and market and a day trip to Venice by water taxi. If this is of interest to you, please see me for a 
letter. 
 

KS4 News 
Year 10 follow the new Food Preparation and Nutrition course. They have been learning how to make a 
variety of pastry products, making shortcrust pastry last term and continuing this term, making their own 
puff pastry, to show complex skills. For anyone who has made their own puff pastry, you will know what a 
time consuming job this is! The pastry was frozen and then used in the next practical to make cream horns 
and twisted corner fruit pastries. In the last practical, the group learnt how to make choux pastry for use in 
profiteroles and eclairs as part of learning about steam as a natural raising agent. 
 

Last term, the Year 10s made some amazing Christmas cakes; congratulations to them all on some stunning 
designs! Mrs Kelly 
came in on her day 
off to help with final 
decoration and gave 
us a masterclass in 
how to make her 
famous choir boy 
decoration! Thank 
you, Mrs Kelly. 
 

 
Long overdue congratulations are due to Ben 
Simmons, who works part time at Hellingly 
Rugby Club. Ben plans, shops, and works out the 
cost of the meals he makes for hungry rugby 
players. As a result of this work, Ben realised he 
needed to get himself qualified with a food 
hygiene certificate. The level 2 Hygiene 
certificate is needed for people who work with 
food, but Ben decided to aim higher by doing 
the top Level 4 qualification. Well done, Ben! 

 

Year 11 have started the NEA 2. They have to choose between three tasks from AQA. This year, the tasks 
are: Asian cuisine, Food for pescatarians and vegans or foods that meet the nutritional needs of teenagers. 
A really good variety of tasks with most of the Year 11 group choosing the teenage task. They are busy with 
the ‘technical’ skills section, so they have been making their own pasta, jointing chicken and making bread. 
Carlos Vasquez has chosen the Asian cuisine task. He made sushi in one practical and his own noodles for a 
dish that was taken from a Wagamama cookbook. In a few weeks pupils will plan the final three dishes for 
the 3-hour practical exam in March. In preparation for this practical exam, the pupils have to present their 
three dishes in a professional way, so I am constantly on the hunt for nice dinnerware and unusual plates 
and dishes. If you are having a kitchen clear out, then please think of donating any unwanted items to the 
food department, as you never know what the pupils may use! 
 

Finally, thank you for all your support. The range of superb dishes could not be made without the ongoing 
support of parents, who continue to shop, provide ingredients for their children’s food lessons and hopefully 
get to try some of the dishes they create. If you have any ideas or suggestions of topics you would like to see 
in the food lessons, then please do get in touch.  
 

Mrs Truss, Food Technology  
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We have much to celebrate in the Performing Arts Department; reflecting on the beautiful Advent Service of 
2018 we look forward to all that is to come and has already been achieved in 2019. 
 

Events 
The Holocaust Memorial Service: St Richard’s pupils were amongst people of all ages who came together 
at St Mary in the Castle on Saturday, 26th January to take part in Hastings Remembers - an annual event to 
mark Holocaust Day. The theme was ‘Torn from Home’ and this year we saw performances from our choir, 
drama pupils and Dance Company who performed together alongside former pupil, Ben Stotesbury-Byrne, 
to a piece that he composed for his Music GCSE in 2018. Our pupils were exceptional in each of their 
performances demonstrating a highly professional manner and respect for the occasion. Maddie Baszczak 
and Georgina Soggee worked with Ms Whelan to devise the drama piece with the actors showing a 
particularly effective use of facial expressions to convey the theme. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Senior Dance Company were delighted to be invited to perform at 
Brighton University, Chelsea Dance event ‘Dance into 2019, where they 
performed a piece called, ‘Torn from Home.’ Amelia Allen commented It was 
lovely to be performing again at Brighton University. It was a great 
opportunity for us to meet other dancers and watch them perform.  
 

Hofesh Shechter Company Explode - Trinity Laban: The boys were 
delighted to be invited to Trinity Laban to attend a workshop with Hofesh 
Shechter Dance Company; Will Jones, 9U, reports below: 
“In January, I took part in the Explode! male dance workshop in Trinity 
Laban. We learnt several types of dance, including contemporary and breaking (aka breakdance). I 
particularly liked the breakdance part of the workshop, as it has a feel of real rhythm and uniqueness to it 
that can't really be found in any other type of dance. After the groups had learnt these dances, we were 
brought to an assembly hall to watch several dances, including one group dance and three solos. Each one 
was vastly different to the next, and each take on it was very interesting and unique. By the end of the day 
my entire body was aching, but it was a satisfying kind of ache.” 
 
Upcoming Events 
Time to Dance: We are preparing for our annual performance at the ‘Time to Dance’ festival at the White 
Rock Theatre on Wednesday, 13th February (tickets are available from their booking office). This year we 
will be performing three pieces with the theme being ‘sound.’ The first piece will be performed by KS3 pupils 
and is entitled ‘El Día de los Muertos.’ Day of the Dead is about honouring friends and family who have left 
us; exploring the sound of Mexico. The second piece will be performed by KS4 pupils and is entitled ‘The 
Sound of Silence.’ Based on a true story and the theme of sound, young girl Paige Hunter writes letters of 
hope to stop people committing suicide. We hold a moment of silence for those who have sadly taken their 
own life. This will be a joint collaboration of choreography by Mrs Knight and the senior team. The Boys’ 
Dance Company will also be performing at the event with their piece, ‘We shall remember them.’ After finding 
letters they take us on a journey of memories, following in the footsteps of their grandfathers. As part of their 
Silver Arts Award: Louise Kavanagh, Kacey Wolecki, Natalia Szelest and Isabella Zillwood have 
choreographed a piece entitled ‘Enchanted Forest’ for Chantry Community Primary. Good luck to all involved. 
 

Great Big Dance Off: Congratulations to the senior team who have reached the Southern Regional Finals 
for the fourth year in a row. This is a national competition that is open to all schools in England and Wales. 
They will perform their piece ‘Suffrage’ on Tuesday, 12th March in Folkestone at The Leas Cliff Hall. Full 
details to follow. Tickets are available https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/great-big-dance-off/leas-cliff-hall/ 
 

Trinity Laban: The Dance Company will be welcoming Trinity Laban’s Centre for Advanced Dance training 
who will be holding a workshop on Friday, 1st March. This is a scheme that offers young people who have 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/great-big-dance-off/leas-cliff-hall/
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/great-big-dance-off/leas-cliff-hall/
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/great-big-dance-off/leas-cliff-hall/
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/great-big-dance-off/leas-cliff-hall/
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exceptional talent and potential in dance, the opportunity to take part in a training session which can lead to 
selection to attend Laban’s open day and an audition. It is a national programme funded by the Department 
of Education. Thirty pupils, members of St Richard’s Dance Company and the BTEC Performing Arts, will be 
taking part in the workshop. 
 

Ascension Dance Company: We are delighted that the Ascension Dance Company will be working with us 
later in the year. Ascension produces work that unifies contemporary dance and a raw physicality to create 
visceral and striking visual illustrations. With a keen focus on human interactions and relationships, Ascension 
Dance pushes the boundaries of communication through high velocity physical encounters, which soar, slide 
and crash in the pursuit of unravelling what it means to connect with the places and humans around us. They 
will be working with the BTEC Performing Arts group and the Boys’ Dance Company. 
 

Year 11 Practical Exam: The Year 11 drama class are gearing up for their scripted performance exam which 
will be held in school on Thursday, 28th February. In preparation, pupils performed their scenes in a mock 
exam on Wednesday, as it is really helpful for pupils to perform to an audience as many times as possible 
before the exam. 
 
Trips 
Curious Incident - By Invitation Only: GCSE Drama pupils and selected Year 9s have been 
invited to come and see the fantastic play 'The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time', 
a trip organised by the Drama department and supported by English. We look forward to hearing 
their reviews. 
 

Agreed at Glyndebourne: We are delighted to have been allocated a number 
of tickets to be able to take a party of pupils to experience the staging of the 
entirely new opera ‘Agreed’ at Glyndebourne. We are especially pleased as the 
composer, Howard Moody, explained that, ‘This is an opera about, and for, the 
community’ and we, the St Richard's community, hope to form an opera 
company to write and stage our own opera next year.  
 

Our current Year 9 Performing Arts pupils are exploring the process of how we 
will write and stage our opera now and therefore priority will be given to those 
who are especially interested in taking part in this whole school project next year. Please collect letters from 
the music department and return your completed application for tickets as soon as possible; we know this is 
going to be a sell-out event. 
 

Agreed is a collaboration between composer Howard Moody and librettist Anna Moody which tells a story of 
mythic proportions while drawing on a diverse range of musical styles and influences. ‘The story reflects an 
act of political division within a family’, says Anna, ‘but it is also a love story entwined in worlds of myth, the 
patterns of a changing landscape and currents of the water which both join and divide a community. The 
leader is a fearful man blinded by his political climate. He divides his people to cut off the past and loses what 
is most precious to him as a result. He has to become accountable for this.’ 
 

The opera is brought to life by a multi-genre score composed by Howard Moody and includes elements of 
classical, world and jazz music. The chorus of around 80 local auditioned singers are an active, shaping force 
of the drama, expressing the emotional effects of separation and political divide. Their music is woven 
together and led by five professional singers, the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment and the OAE’s Ann 
and Peter Law Experience scheme who will be playing alongside local young talented instrumentalists. 
 

Swan Lake: Wednesday, 27th March will see our BTEC Performing Arts and Dance Company pupils attend 
a performance of Matthew Bourne's new adaptation of Swan Lake at the Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury. 
Collecting over 30 international accolades including an Olivier Award and three Tonys on Broadway, the 
original shattered convention, turned tradition upside down and took the dance world by storm. Please contact 
Mrs Knight for further details. 
 

Move IT: On Saturday, 9th March both the boys and the girls Dance Company will attend Move It at London 
Excel. Move It is everything dance under one roof offering the pupils a chance to take part in workshops and 
watch professional performances as well as shopping and meeting students from professional dance 
colleges. Highlights this year for the pupils include the chance to meet Flawless. Please do contact Mrs Knight 
if you would like your child to attend. 
 
Clubs 
Year 7 Drama Club continues on a Monday lunchtime with Ms Whelan, as does 'Drama Stars' - the advanced 
Drama Club, which meets after school on a Thursday. All pupils are welcome! 
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Achievements and Results 
Our pupils take part in so many performing arts events outside of school and we like to 
celebrate their success as part of this newsletter. Please let us know of any events, exam 
results or any other achievement so we can include it here. 
 

Pearl Herriott was awarded 'Student of the Year 2018', by Hastings CCE Irish fiddle group. 
Pearl has performed as part of the Fleadh Festival at a number of venues around Hastings, 
including taking a solo role - well done, Pearl! 

 

Narnia Calls for Leo 
Leo Jones has an exciting new challenge ahead. He will be starring in a new adaptation of 
the true and moving story of Narnia author, CS Lewis; ‘Shadowlands’. The play retells the 
poignant account of Lewis’ later years, when he meets a witty, American divorcee, Joy 
Gresham, whom he falls in love with, and to his friends’ and family’s surprise, marries. Leo 
will be playing Joy’s young son, Douglas, who strikes up a close and heart-warming 
relationship with Lewis, when the boy’s mother is tragically diagnosed with severe bone 
cancer. 
 

Leo said: “I’m very excited to be a part of this beautifully written, thought provoking play. Shadowlands is the 
fascinating true story that many people might not know about the inner strength and kindness of Narnia 
author, CS Lewis. There are some incredibly moving, but also very funny scenes, and I would urge anyone 
who can to come and see it!” 
 

‘Shadowlands’ will be performed from Friday, 3rd May until Saturday, 11th May 2019, at The Stables Theatre 
in Hastings, East Sussex. http://stablestheatre.co.uk/shadowlands/ 
 

Millie White has been dancing again and shared her experience of competing at the 
Blackpool Champion of Champions 2018. 
 

“On Sunday, 20th January, I had the opportunity to dance against the best dancers in the 
country. All the dancers had to qualify by winning a Championship title from different places 
across England and Scotland. There are two age categories, Junior and Senior, and this 
year I had to dance as a senior, but I was one of the youngest competitors at 14. I qualified 
in both Senior Tap and Senior Modern at the 1066 Dance Championships in October, 
However, some dancers held more than 10 titles! There were 8 classes throughout the day, 
for Junior and Senior Ballet, Tap, Modern and Song and Dance, with the winners being announced for each 
section after all the classes had finished. I didn't place in the top 3 but it was such an amazing experience to 
compete against and watch dancers whom I have admired over the years. I hope to qualify again next year, 
as I can compete until I am 18.” 

Xavier Ralph, Year 11, reports: “I have been very lucky recently to have been 
presented with some exciting opportunities for my career in music! I recently signed 
a management deal with Uprise Records UK, and on 1st February, I released my 
debut single ‘Don’t Care’. This is the first single from my debut album, which will be 
released with Uprise Records UK this spring. All songs on the album are written by 
me. They will be available in CD format and on all major streaming services (Spotify, 
Tidal, Amazon, YouTube, iTunes, Apple Music etc). I am really excited to share the 

album with you and I hope you enjoy it as much as I have enjoyed creating it!” 
 

And finally…. 
The Performing Arts department is very excited to announce, the St Richard’s Summer show for 2019 is… 

“It is 1929 in New York and the city is divided by gang 
warfare. On one side, Dandy Dan’s mob terrorise the 
district, taking out those they turn against with their new 
splurge guns. On the other side, Dandy Dan’s rival, Fat 
Sam, runs his successful Grand Slam Speakeasy. 
There, he deals with business and enjoys the attentions 
of his girlfriend, the seductive Tallulah. When Fat Sam’s 
gang is brutally splurged and his empire under severe 
threat, he engages the help of Bugsy Malone, a smooth-
talking man about town…” 
 

Keep an eye out for information regarding the auditions. 
Remember the school show is open to all pupils from Years 7-10; we hope to see as many of you at auditions 
as possible! 

http://stablestheatre.co.uk/shadowlands/
http://stablestheatre.co.uk/shadowlands/
http://stablestheatre.co.uk/shadowlands/
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   E-SAFETY NEWS 
Government considering creating an online safety commissioner, minister reveals 
The Government is considering creating an online safety commissioner with powers to fine and 
investigate social media giants, a minister has revealed. The eSafety Commissioner would have 
powers to fine social media companies for cyber bullying posts which are not taken down. 
 

Social media companies need to do more to stop people with facial disfigurement and visible 
conditions being abused online. The charity Changing Faces, which campaigns for people with 
visible differences, said many had experienced abuse online with some having their picture taken in 
public so they can be mocked on social media. 

Children and social media: a mental health crisis? 
Social media can be a great way of connecting and keeping in touch with friends and family. 
However, there have been a number of warnings in the last few years on the effects it could have on 
our mental health – especially in children. How we can protect children from the dangers of social 
media has been an ongoing discussion, particularly in light of the fact that children are signing up 
earlier than ever. 
 

The latest research into the effects of social media has drawn even more attention to the dangers. 
The researchers pointed out that in girls, in particular, it can lead to an increased risk of depression. 
The researchers looked at 14-year-old girls and boys as part of the study. They found that the risk of 
depression in girls was very high; among girls who used social media for over five hours a day, there 
was a 50% higher risk of developing depressive symptoms. In boys, the risk was slightly lower, but 
was still 35% higher than in teenagers who used social media less. 
 

The scientists also described other factors which may contribute towards the increased risk. For 
instance, with increased social media use, there can be a reduction in sleep and a higher risk of cyber 
bullying. “We looked at sleeping habits, experiences online, cyber bullying, how they thought about 
their bodies, or their body image, and whether they were happy with how they looked; and their self-
esteem. All of those four things — the sleep, the cyber-harassment, the body image or happiness with 
appearance, and the self-esteem —are all linked with the risk of having depression.” 
 

At St Richard’s we deliver e-safety lessons in KS3 computing which deal with cyber bullying issues 
and the dangers of social media use amongst teenagers.  
 

Miss Cook - Computing and ICT teacher 
 

 

TikTok Video-Sharing App 
 

TikTok is a video-sharing app. Users can upload and share short videos of themselves lip-syncing 
to songs or acting out comedy sketches, and add special effects. They can gain followers (‘fans’) 
and browse other people’s videos. You may have heard of the app by its previous name: Musical.ly. 
Everything that was on Musical.ly is now on TikTok. If your child previously had a Musical.ly account, 
they will be able to access their content on TikTok. The age recommendation is 13 and above. It’s 
most popular with under-16s. TikTok is free to download on Android and iOS devices (Apple phones 
and tablets). It carries ads and offers in-app purchases. It has about 150 million active users 
worldwide and is available in over 30 languages. 
 

A parent factsheet regarding child safety on this App can be viewed at: 
https://resources.thekeysupport.com/hubfs/Booklets/TikTok-parent-factsheet-Safeguarding-
Training-Centre-The-Key.pdf 
 

https://consumerandsociety.com/2018/06/27/how-can-we-protect-children-from-the-dangers-of-social-media/
https://consumerandsociety.com/2018/06/27/how-can-we-protect-children-from-the-dangers-of-social-media/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eclinm.2018.12.005
https://resources.thekeysupport.com/hubfs/Booklets/TikTok-parent-factsheet-Safeguarding-Training-Centre-The-Key.pdf
https://resources.thekeysupport.com/hubfs/Booklets/TikTok-parent-factsheet-Safeguarding-Training-Centre-The-Key.pdf
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Library News 
 

The Return of the 1066 Schools’ Book Award 

   
     

 

The 1066 Schools’ Book Award begins again! Designed for pupils in Years 7 and 8, it will run until the end of 
March. This year we have a broad selection to cater for a range of interests, including a trail-blazer. At the 
time of writing, 10 pupils had signed up to read and review these books, enter competitions, answer a quiz 
and take part in the vote. I can thoroughly recommend the books and look forward to sharing them with our 
keenest readers over the next few weeks. The Award concludes with pupils from five local secondary schools 
taking part in an event here at St Richard’s, celebrating good writing and reading together.  
 

Film Club News Our Film Club has much to 

celebrate with a new group of keen film critics. In 
fact, Enzo Trajano, 7F, wrote two excellent 
reviews around the theme of ‘A Christmas Carol’ – 

one on ‘The Man Who invented Christmas’ (our Christmas offering), and the other on ‘A 
Muppet Christmas Carol’ – and won a national award for ‘Reviewer of the Week!’ This 
is no small thing, with approximately 260,000 young people who are members of Into 
Film Clubs at the moment, attending over 13,000 clubs in school and non-school settings 
around the UK. Clearly Enzo is one to watch for the future. Well Done, Enzo! Our most 
recent screening was ‘Earth to Echo’, a sci-fi adventure with bicycles! It was very well received and an 
enjoyable film for all the family.        
 

Overdue Books There are currently 161 school library books and DVDs overdue – some just a few days 

(therefore only a few pence) some, over a year, and a few over two years overdue. This is despite termly 
reminders, me nagging and chasing, and form tutors attempting to get pupils to return the books. The 
average price for a teen fiction paperback is currently around £7.99, so multiplied by 161 = £1286.39. 
Between them, all these pupils with overdue school library books are depriving others of the opportunity to 
read them. Please, please, please can you check to see if there are school library books at home. Many 
thanks, your efforts are appreciated.    
 

Quote of the Month ‘…reading and writing enjoyment, daily reading and writing, seeing oneself as a 

good reader and writer, and positive attitudes towards reading and writing are all positively linked to school 
library use…school library use is linked to mental wellbeing, with those who use the library having a higher 
mental wellbeing score.  … findings show that school libraries [help children] to lead happy and healthy lives. 
The school library, as a safe space, has emerged as being one of the most important characteristics in focus 
group discussions with children and young people.’          
                                                      

From the National Literacy Trust research report, by Clark and Teravainen-Goff, ‘School Libraries: Why 
children and young people use them or not, their literacy engagement and mental wellbeing’, December 
2018. 
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian  
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Chaplaincy News 
 

The Advent Service, at the end of last term, proved a very good way to prepare 
for the Feast of the Nativity: sincere thanks to both pupils and staff who worked so hard to make 
it a success. Now we are beginning to turn our thoughts to the next significant season in the 
Church’s year, that of Lent, with Ash Wednesday. This special day in the Church’s calendar is one 
of only two in the year when we are asked to give up some amount of food (fasting) and to abstain 
from eating meat (abstinence); the other day being Good Friday in Holy Week. Lent is a unique 
time to make a conscious effort to renew and deepen our Christian faith, through prayer, giving 
to those in need, and generally making more time and space for God in our lives.  
 

Year Group and Form Masses and Services 
This term, Year 9 had their Year Service, which 
focused on the fact that we, as a school, are like a 
family, brought together by our shared faith. This 
was an appropriate theme as Mr Holloway was 
away following the birth of his daughters. We 
remembered him, his wife and their daughters in 
our prayers. 
 

Mr Eyre and Miss Rowland’s forms, 8L and 8I, had 
their service on the theme of equality, a great 
theme which reminds us that, as a Catholic school, 
we are called to treat each person with respect 
and love. Miss Easton and Miss Pennington’s forms, 
11U and 11H, celebrated their final Mass as a form 
in St Richard’s this term. Their theme of New 
Beginnings was very appropriate as one part of 
their journey draws to a close and they are about 
to embark on new pastures. 
  

All were prayerful occasions. My thanks to the 
Liturgy Reps in each form and their tutors for 
organising the Liturgy and, of course, to our wonderful clergy for their attendance.  
 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils 
Every Friday at 8.10am, Mass is celebrated in room A3. All staff and pupils are warmly invited to 
attend. If you have a special prayer intention that you would like to be included at Mass, perhaps 
for someone who is unwell or for someone who has died, then do let Jo know and send a deputy. 
 

Liturgy Reps 
The next Liturgy Reps meeting will take place on Tuesday, 26th February at 12.45pm in the library. 
This will be an important meeting to finalise plans for the Lent activities in college. If you cannot 
attend then let Jo know. 
 

Fairtrade Activities 
Fairtrade Fortnight this year runs from Monday, 25th February to 
Sunday, 10th March. Fairtrade Champions have had an initial 
meeting and over the two weeks we will be having our usual 
Fairtrade chocolate stall and Easter Egg raffle, the MFL Fairtrade 
Bake-off Challenge, Traidcraft gift stall, and our big event to close 
the fortnight is the Fairtrade Fashion Show on Thursday, 7th March. 
This is being run in conjunction with Fairtrade Bexhill Town and 
will feature Fairtrade clothes from fashion outlet Love That Stuff. 
The owner of the shop, which is at Brighton Marina, is also a 
Fairtrade Ambassador and will give a short talk before the show. 
More details will be sent out shortly... 
 

http://www.lovethatstuff.co.uk/
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Redshirts - Arundel and Brighton Lourdes 
Pilgrimage   
The Diocesan Lourdes pilgrimage and the youth 
service – Redshirts opens its application process 
online this month and in the coming weeks I will 
be going into Year 10 and 11 assemblies to 
promote this great opportunity. A number of 
current Year 11 pupils were part of this 
pilgrimage last year and will be speaking about 
their experiences. What is a Redshirt? They are 
a group of young people from Years 10 and 11 
who, led by a fantastic and committed team of 
young leaders, share a life changing experience. 
Since 2004, nearly 600 young people from all over 
the Diocese have experienced what it means to be a Redshirt. The Redshirts will support the 
Pilgrims in ensuring the pilgrimage runs smoothly; this is their act of service to others. Many 
former Redshirts have been known to say, ‘I received more than I gave.’ Redshirts Pilgrimage is 
organised by the Diocese and is not a school trip, however, the chaplaincy is happy to support any 
pupils in their application and with any fundraising they wish to do. Please contact, Lay Chaplain, 
Jo with any questions. Applications can be done online via the following link: 
http://ablourdes.org/ 

Parish Mass 
On Sunday, we were privileged to join 
the parishioners of Bexhill for their 
Sunday Mass. As always, members of 
the choir sang beautifully to enhance 
the service led by Mrs Byrne and Mr 
Stewart. Mrs Dunster and members of 
the drama club gave the parishioners 
something to think about in their post 
communion drama reflection on how 
we hear God. A number of pupils read, 
altar served and acted as welcomers. 
My thanks for the efforts put in by all 
and to the welcome offered to us by 
the parish.  
 

Thank you to all pupils, staff and the 
clergy for helping to make all the 
above activities possible at St 
Richard’s. The spiritual life of the 
college continues to flourish because 
of the valuable and valued 
contributions by all. 
 

With very best wishes 
 

Jo Doyle 
(Lay Chaplain) 

☏ - 01424 713107 ext 126, ✉ - 
missdoylej@strichardscc.com 
 

  

http://ablourdes.org/
mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com
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PE Department News 
 

Year 7 & 8 Sportshall Athletics 

On Tuesday, 22nd and Thursday, 24th January a group of Year 7 and 8 pupils took part in 

the Hastings and Rother Schools Indoor Athletics event. The pupils competed in a selection 

of track and field events, demonstrating great determination and teamwork. 

Congratulations to all involved, they did fantastically well, finishing with the following 

overall results.  
 

Year 7 Year 8 

Girls finished 2nd. The team were: 

Kunashe Makwiramiti, Cicely Holmes, 

Florence Garvey, Lucy Bateman and Atheena 

Shaji. 

Boys finished 4th. The team were: Finlay 

Spiers, Ash Latuske, Henry Richardson, 

Tobiasz Kupis, Finn Gibbons and Samuel 

Rwothumio-Onen. 

Girls finished 3rd. The team was: Arina 

Bondareva, Emma Sandeman, Erin Todd, 

Elina Saklunova, Sophie Collett and Abi 

Dolding.  

Boys finished 2nd. The team was: Franz 

Cuison, Tom Davies, Jathusan Thevarasa, 

Freddie Smiles, Rob Guno and Jan Taylor.  

 
Sussex Schools Cross Country Championships 

The Waterhall Cross Country is the most prestigious event of its kind for pupils attending 

schools in Sussex. It provides an extremely high level competition for the most talented 

runners across the county. We are proud to have had so many pupils at this event; they all 

performed incredibly well, pushing themselves and holding their own against a field of 

seriously good athletes. 
 

It was a wet and windy afternoon at the Waterhall playing fields in Brighton, but there was 

still a huge turnout of competitors and it certainly did not dampen our spirits. The under 

14’s races hosted over 120 runners per event. Mitchell 

Harrod and Sacha Millar finished 74th and 76th 

respectively in the boys’ race. Talia Cahill managed to 

finish 84th in the girls’ race. 
 

The under 16’s races were also made up of 120 

competitors. Sebb Rann finished very well in 27th 

position, Dom Sharp (56th), Adam Rispoli (57th) and 

Charlie Laver (58th) all worked hard as a mini pack to 

fight the wind resistance and help each other place 

highly. Trinity Funnell put in a brave run finishing 75th 

in her event. Erika Body incredibly finished 16th whilst 

running against pupils a year older. Consequently, Erika 

now has an invitation to represent Sussex in the 

Southern Schools Inter Counties competition. 

Dom Sharp, Adam 

Rispoli and Charlie 

Laver battling their 

way up a steep hill. 
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East Sussex Schools Individual Table Tennis Championships 

We have only recently included table tennis on the PE curriculum and are keen to get our 

pupils to attend table tennis club in and out of school. Spaces for the Individual 

Championships are limited to schools and are 

usually filled by pupils from schools that play at 

club level or higher. 
 

Tobiasz Kupis, Zachary Read, John-Paul 

Simpson, Anthony Purvis, Sophie Collett, Caitlyn 

Jenner and Hannah Chan all performed very well 

in the group stage of the competition, but it was 

Aurora Bonoan who stole centre stage. She 

finished joint first in the girls’ competition; she 

was, however, officially given the third place 

medal based on countback of points. 

 

The Sports Hall 

The new sports hall is now in use. It is an amazing facility for our pupils to be able to use, 

even though there are still more 

features such as dividing nets, 

trampolines etc. to be included before 

Easter. To the left is a sneak preview of 

the sports hall hosting a handball 

competition for 60 Year 9 pupils. 

 

Coming Up 

We look forward to our basketball 

season starting in the final week of this 

term and running through term 4. We 

also look forward to our rugby fixtures 

next term. This year, we will be hosting 

the Hastings Schools Year 7 rugby 10’s 

competition at St Richard’s. 

 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader of PE 

 
 

 

Prep Club & Prep Club Plus 
 

Need somewhere quiet to complete homework? Why not come to Prep 

Club one or two nights a week? 
 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 
 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in 

school rather than at home. 
 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 
 

 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer 

facilities available as well as plenty of books! 
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P.E. DEPARTMENT CLUBS/PRACTICES (Term 4 2019) 

 
Before School 
(8:00-8:30am) 

Lunchtime Afterschool 1 Afterschool 2 

MONDAY 

 TABLE TENNIS 
All Years 

Mr Dallaway 
(Dance Studio) 

 

FOOTBALL 
Years 10-11 
Mrs Harker 
(Sports Hall) 

 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
YEAR 7 

Mr Feery 
(Gym) 

BADMINTON 

All Years 

Ms Gill 

(Sports Hall) 

GIRLS’ RUGBY 

All Years 

Mrs Harker/Miss Easton 

(Field) 

TUESDAY 

 TABLE TENNIS 
All Years 
Mr Bligh 

(Dance Studio) 
 

FOOTBALL 
Years 10-11 

Mr Dallaway 
(Sports Hall) 

 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
Years 8 & 9 

Mr Feery 
(Gym) 

GCSE/BTEC SPORT 
Intervention Year 11 

Mr Bligh 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
Year 7 

Mr Feery 
(Gym) 

 

FOOTBALL 

Years 7-9 

Mr Dallaway 

(Sports Hall) 

 

WEDNESDAY 

FOOTBALL 
Years 7-9 

Mr Dallaway 
(Sports Hall) 

FOOTBALL 
Years 10-11 

Mr Dallaway 
(Sports Hall) 

 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
Year 7 

Mr Feery 
(Gym) 

BOYS’ RUGBY 
All Years 
Mr Bligh 

(Field) 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
All Years 

Mrs Harker/Miss Easton 
(Sports Hall) 

 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
Year 8 

Mr Feery 
(Gym) 

THURSDAY 

TABLE TENNIS 
All Years 

Mr Dallaway 
(Dance Studio) 

FITNESS CLUB 
YEAR 10 & 11 GIRLS 

Miss Easton 
(Fitness Room) 

 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
Year 10 

Mr Feery 
(Sports Hall) 

 

GCSE PE/BTEC Sport 
Revision (CICT) 
Mr Dallaway 

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL 

All Years 

Mrs Harker/Miss 
Easton 

(Sports Hall) 

FOOTBALL 
Years 7-9 

Mr Parker-Harding 
(Field) 

 

FRIDAY 

 GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
Years 10 & 11 

Mr Feery 
(Sports Hall) 

BOYS’ FOOTBALL 

All Years 

Mr Dallaway 

(Sports Hall) 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
Year 10 & 11 

Mr Feery 
(Gym) 
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2018/2019 (as at February 2019) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

End of Term 3 Friday, 15th February 
 

First Day of Term Four for pupils Monday, 25th February 2019 
Year 8 Reports to Parents/Carers Tuesday, 12th March 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th March (9:15am) 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 14th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 21st March (6:15pm) 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 28th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Pupil Profiles (Years 7-10) to Parents/Carers Thursday, 4th April  
End of Term 4 (Easter Services for pupils) Friday, 5th April 
 

First Day of Term Five for pupils Tuesday, 23rd April 2019 
PTFA meeting Tuesday, 23rd April (7:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 1st May (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 2nd May (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Reports to Parents/Carers Tuesday, 21st May 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 23rd May (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 5 Friday, 24th May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 3rd June 2019 
Year 10 WEX Preparation Day Tuesday, 4th June 
KS3 Geography South of England Show Trip Friday, 7th June 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 12th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 13th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening for Sept. 2019 admissions Wednesday, 19th June (7:00pm) 
INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) Monday, 24th June 
Year 10 Work Experience Week Monday, 24th to Friday, 28th June 
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 29th June 
Year 10 Reports to Parents/Carers Tuesday, 2nd July 
Year 11 Prom Wednesday, 3rd July (6:00-11:00pm) 
BLOCK Day 1 Thursday, 4th July 
BLOCK Day 2 Friday, 5th July 
Geography Isle of Wight Trip departs Friday, 5th July 
Geography Isle of Wight Trip returns Sunday, 7th July 
Summer Production 9th, 11th and 12th July (evening performances) 
Sports Day Wednesday, 10th July 
Year 9 Reports to Parents/Carers Thursday, 11th July 
Pupil Profiles (Years 7-10) to Parents/Carers Tuesday, 16th July 
End of Term 6 Friday, 19th July  
 
 

Parking 
We would like to kindly request that drivers are considerate of our neighbours 
in surrounding roads when dropping-off and picking up their children.  Please 
do not block access to roads and driveways. 
 

The seafront near Sutton Place, TN40 1PD, is the ideal place for pick-ups and drop-offs as 
it allows for a quick getaway. Thank you to all those parents now using the seafront. 
 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. You will be 

reminded via email. If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter then 

please email your details to Mrs Klein (mrskleink@strichardscc.com). 
 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

