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Newsletter No. 3 – December 2018 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I am pleased to report that this has been another successful term in the life of the school with much to celebrate. 
 

The Diocese has just published our inspection report which will be sent to you on Monday. ‘Outstanding’ was 
achieved in every category with both inspectors impressed with the contributions of pupils, staff, parents, 
governors and priests of both deaneries to this ‘distinctively’ Catholic School. The RE department received 
exceptional praise for their teaching, planning and outstanding outcomes for all groups of pupils. The 
inspectors were particularly impressed with the pupils and their positive responses to teaching and learning, 
fundraising, service and the quality of their relationships with each other. Thank you for your contributions and, 
in particular, those parents who filled in the survey for the inspectors (75% - 775) and the parents who came 
in to be interviewed. Well done to all involved. I hope you will enjoy reading the report. 
 

Other celebratory moments include our annual Certificate and Prize Evening, which gave the school the 
opportunity to congratulate our former Year 11 on their GCSE success in the summer exams and to thank 
them for their contributions to school life. We also celebrated the award of subject and whole-school prizes to 
over seventy current pupils. Our inspirational speaker, Mr Glenn Fielder, was really well-received and I was 
very proud of Head Girl, Rose Wood, and Head Boy, William Brown’s speeches. Late November saw the 
presentation of £14,775.23 to the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity following the success of Sophie’s Secret 
Postcard Auction and other fundraising activities organised by pupils. It was particularly poignant that I was 
able to present Sophie’s brother, Jan, with a book designed by Miss Pennington containing all the postcards 
sold in the auction. The plans for the 2020 Auction are already underway. 
 

I would like to pay tribute to our choir who have been very busy during Term 2 performing at a range of events 
which have included: Prize Evening; the Diocesan Catholic Headteachers’ retreat with the Bishop; the school 
Parish Mass at Our Lady of Ransom in Eastbourne; sharing a rehearsal with the Diocesan Inspectors; the 
funeral mass of a dearly loved parent, Mrs Sandeman and finally their contribution to the HCPT Carol Service 
at Westminster Cathedral this week. They sang two Carols by John Rutter with professionalism, talent and flair 
causing the congregation to burst into rapturous applause. Along with staff who accompanied me, I felt 
privileged to be there and extremely proud of them all. Please come along to our Advent Service on Tuesday 
evening at 7pm so that you can listen to the Carols. Such great commitment and talent by the pupils inspired 
by Mrs Byrne, Ms Mason and Mr Stewart are to be applauded. 
 

Other noteworthy events/activities of the past term to enrich and extend pupils’ talents have included sporting 
success and participation; science trips to the University and Herstmonceux; dry-ski slope skiing; theatre 
workshops in Spanish as well as English; an author visit; the Love in a Box appeal resulting in 435 boxes and 
£1600 being sent to Eastern Europe to make a difference to children living in orphanages; careers and alumni 
workshops; German Christmas Markets trip to Aachen; Interact tea party for the elderly; the Surviving 
Christmas Appeal and lots of intervention classes as well as extra-curricular clubs/activities. 
 

I am delighted to inform you that our new four-court Sports Hall funded by LCVAP with 10% contributions from 
the Governors’ Fund is nearing completion. The architects have assured me and Mr Dallaway that the sports 
hall will be ready for use mid-January. We eagerly anticipate its opening so that the PE curriculum can be 
extended. Hopefully, Newsletter 4 will contain pictures of pupils using their new sports hall. 
 

I am pleased to inform you that Mrs Fegan has recently given birth to Éirinn Margaret. Congratulations to her 
and Mr Fegan. This week, Mr Eyre became the proud father of his second child, Xander. We now eagerly 
await the arrival of Mrs Di Mascio’s twins as she begins her maternity leave. Mrs Dunster has returned following 
her maternity leave. She will work part-time, with Ms Whelan staying on to be part-time too. 

 

As the term draws to a close we say farewell to Mrs Mountford who is sadly leaving us to take care of her mum 
who is currently unwell. An outstanding professional with a range of talents, Mrs Mountford has made a 
significant impact on the English department and school life, supporting spiritual life and being a willing 
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volunteer for so many activities. We shall all miss her greatly and pray that she will eventually return to her 
rightful profession. I know she will keep in touch. Secondly, we say farewell and thank you to Mr Gallivan who 
is retiring after 28 years in the profession and 16 here in St Richard’s. A great character with a profound love 
of his subject, Mr Gallivan has guided, supported and taught 1000s of pupils to share his love and 
understanding of maths. He has always gone the ‘extra-mile’ to ensure that pupils are given the support that 
they need, running many breakfast, lunch-time and holiday and booster classes. His fundraising for SOS 
Children has been remarkable. He will mark his retirement with a long winter holiday and then return part-time 
to St Richard’s in March until July to enable the school to have more time to replace him. We will miss him, his 
talents and his sense of humour greatly. 
 

Today, fifty-six of our pupils are off to Austria to ski. We wish them and the staff accompanying them a 
wonderful time. 
 

Please note the revised times for the last day of term and the date for starting the new term when pupils are 
expected to return refreshed, smart and eager to learn on Monday, 7th January 2019. (Friday, 4th January is 
an Inset Day for staff so the office will be open.) 
 

I do hope you and your family have a wonderful Christmas and that you are all blessed with good health and 
happiness in 2019.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Principal 
 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

 

I attended Prize Evening in November, when not only those who have now left St 

Richard’s received their GCSE certificates, but many other cups and prizes were 

awarded to pupils, of all year groups, for a wide variety of academic, sporting, 

cultural and community endeavours. It was also an opportunity to hear, 

condensed into one speech by Miss Cronin, all the achievements of the previous 

year. It was quite a long description of all the fantastic things that go on at St 

Richard’s and I was incredibly proud of all the pupils and staff. This was also 

reinforced in the Self Evaluation document that was provided to the Diocese in 

preparation for the Section 48 inspection of the RE teaching, ethos and spirituality of the college. 
 

Following the election for Parent Governors, I am pleased to welcome to the Governing Body the 

two successful candidates: Amber Towersey and Clifford Hayes. I hope they will enjoy their time as 

Governors and I am sure that they will be an asset to our team. 
 

As this is the last newsletter before Christmas, I would like to wish you all a peaceful and joyful 

Christmas. 
 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

Merry Christmas from all the Year 7 team. It has been another successful term for the pupils and they 

have established themselves as an integral part of St 

Richard’s. I would like to thank all parents/carers for their 

continued support, especially with their time and financial 

backing of the many charitable events we do as a school and 

a year group. This term’s ‘event’ is the Reindeer Run which 

took place today. I will share photos of the event at the start 

of next term, but please keep an eye on the Chestnut Tree 

House website for our pupils promoting this great charity. At St 

Richard’s, we always value your feedback. At the bottom of 

my section is a summary of the Parents’ Evening parental 

survey. I have tried to answer some of the questions and am 

thankful for all the positive responses within it! 
 

PSHEe: In Term 3, we will be exploring the following themes - Sex & Relationships Education, Internet 

Safety and managing your money. The S.R.E programme is age appropriate and mainly looks at 
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relationships and misconceptions. If you would like to know more about this area of PSHEe please 

do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Parental Feedback: Parents were asked how well their child was doing at St Richard’s and 82% 

replied ‘Very well’, 19% ‘Well’ and 1% ‘Not so well’. Parents were then asked to comment about the 

transition programme and I thank you for the many positive comments. The areas to develop had 

some interesting ideas and I will, where practical, try and incorporate them into the future 

programme. Homework was then commented upon - I would like to reiterate that each piece of 

homework should take no more than 30 minutes. I would urge parents to support their child by 

contacting teachers directly (if only one subject) or their form tutor or myself if they are taking too 

long or too little time on it. From looking at the results of the feedback the majority of pupils are 

spending the correct time of between 1- 1 ½ hours per night. Parents were then asked how safe 

they feel their child is at St Richard’s. 96% replied ‘Yes’ they are safe and 4% stated ‘sometimes.’ I 

would always urge parents to contact school if there is a problem and we will work in partnership 

to solve any issues.  
 

Parents were also given the opportunity to comment upon a whole range of topics. These included 

school dinners, bullying, EduLink, the curriculum and behaviour. I shall pick out a few items from this. 

The first and probably the most important is bullying. A few parents expressed concerns regarding 

behaviour towards their child. I would strongly urge parents to make contact with me (I know some 

have done so already) if they have any worries in this area. St Richard’s has always been a 

community which will not tolerate bullying and promotes Gospel values. EduLink is new to us all at 

St Richard’s and thus we, as a staff, are finding the value and limitations to it as the year progresses. 

However, one area that we will continue to address is the setting of homework correctly. School 

dinners and in particular, ParentPay, has been discussed. I can only apologise, once again, on 

behalf of Chartwells for the poor service at the start of the academic year. I will be sharing your 

thoughts with the dinner ladies shortly. Rewards has been a hot topic with parents, pupils and 

teachers alike. The new system used this year is fantastic but, as I have explained to some parents, 

it is being modified as the pupils are doing so well that I have struggled to keep up with the demand 

for emails, certificates, badges and phone calls home. To give you some idea, in the space of one 

week over 120 pupils achieved 50 achievement points, which meant that I had to send personalised 

emails to 120 parents along with a picture of their certificate. A system has been introduced for 

early tuck passes, badges and early lunch passes to be given out daily before school from my office.  
 

Once again may I wish you all a happy and restful Christmas holiday! 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

Well done to Year 8 on what has been a busy term in terms of charity events, individual fundraising 

efforts, and competitions!  
 

Charity: Well done to members of 8I and 8U who organised an assembly and a cake sale for a 

cause that is close to their hearts: Save an Acre. The pupils managed to raise £100 in just two days, 

demonstrating the ability of the pupils to make a difference in the world with a bit of activism and 

enthusiasm.  
 

Congratulations are also due to 8R who managed to contribute the highest number of shoeboxes 

for the ‘Love in a Box’ appeal. Between them, they donated 31 boxes to needy and disadvantaged 

children, the highest number of any form in the school! Thanks also to parents who helped support 

this incredible effort, as 435 boxes were donated in total.  
 

Competitions: Three pupils walked away with joint first prize in a Bexhill Heritage competition, raising 

awareness about historical structures and precious spaces in our town that are in danger of being 

forgotten or destroyed. Grace King, Marnie Horan and Amy Bossom were awarded a framed copy 

of their work, and a gift voucher for their efforts. Well done, girls! More information can be found 

about this important cause at bexhillheritage.org.uk 
 

PSHEe: PSHEe focused on Anti-Bullying this term, tied in with Anti-Bullying week in November. 8R 

delivered a thought provoking form assembly on the issues of bullying, linked to the message we 

receive from stories in the Bible about how we should treat one another. PSHEe also focused on 
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time management and how to stay on top of school work, giving pupils the skills they need to cope 

with their workload and feel more relaxed in school and at home. I encourage you to discuss these 

strategies with your children and help them to develop good habits for the future.  
 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, and a happy and healthy new year.  
 

Mr Steele, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

Term 2 has been a successful term for the majority of Year 9 pupils, well done! It has also been an 

eventful term. 
 

Achievement Points: I have now emailed over 170 certificates home for 50 or more achievement 

points; well done to all of the pupils who have achieved so many points. I would especially like to 

congratulate Marni Lippin, Ruby Hastings, Justin Harman and Florence Assetto, who have achieved 

over 125 achievement points. 
 

Assemblies: Year 9 have had a range of assemblies this term. The topics of the assemblies have 

included the launch of The Crest Award. The Crest booklet has been shared with all of the pupils in 

the year group on Google Drive and I would like to encourage all pupils in the year to start writing 

up what they have done for each letter. The Crest is a great initiative for pupils to track their 

contributions to the St Richard’s community. It consists of eight letters where pupils have to write up 

their experiences to earn bronze, silver and gold Awards. There will be a celebration evening at the 

end of the school year to celebrate their achievements. 
 

Other assembly themes have included anti-bullying, remembrance, pollution and the problems of 

single use plastic, reconciliation and 9H’s assembly about the true meaning of Christmas. I would 

like to thank Marni Lippin and Faith Simon for their thought provoking assembly about mental health 

at the very end of last term; this was incredibly brave and really highlighted the message that it is 

OK to not be OK. 
 

Prize Evening: I would like to congratulate Tina Hovhannessian, Marni Lippin, Niall Scott-Mcwall, 

Maisie Nevey, Arthur Pepper, Amelie Wyer, Zack Appleyard, Eliza Brown, Talia Cahill, Carolina 

Jeneslas-Jeyakumar, Megan Parslow, Mimi Luscombe, Frieya Biju Ampalathattil, Rosemary Davis, 

Bethany Read and Edward Pepper for their Awards celebrated at Prize Evening.  
 

Charity: Firstly, I would like to congratulate all of Year 9 and their families for their tremendous Love 

in a Box contributions. Year 9 managed to collect 114 boxes which was only 2 behind Year 10 (the 

winning year group). This is an incredible achievement and will make a significant difference to 

those desperately in need. I would also like to thank 9L for their form charity cake sale which raised 

£100 for Children in Need. 
 

Pupil Voice Feedback: Pupil Voice was conducted at the end of last term and will take place at 

the end of this term, both via Form Captains and an online survey. On the whole, Year 9 appear to 

have high levels of self-esteem and they are happy and motivated at St Richard’s. However, some 

pupils have stated that they do feel low at some points and these results have been shared with 

tutors. Please may I encourage you to have conversations with your child to assess their mental 

health and, if necessary, to contact the school. Homework still appears to be an ongoing issue. The 

pupils know that they will receive a detention for every three no homeworks. However, too many 

pupils are spending too long on certain pieces of homework; please do contact the relevant 

subject teacher regarding this issue. 
 

Social Event: Following a pupil voice survey, Year 9 voted to watch Daddy’s Home 2 and eat 

Domino’s pizza as an end of term celebration. The event was well attended with over 60 pupils. I 

would like to thank the tutors for giving up their time to support this social event. 
 

PSHEe: Year 9 have been focusing on some very important topics in PSHEe this term. They have 

been engaging in a unit called Emotional Health and Wellbeing where they have been learning 

about and discussing appearance ideals, media messages, confronting comparisons, banishing 

body talk and being the change. They have also had stand-alone lessons regarding the 

Government during parliament week and anti-bullying during Anti-Bullying week. 
 

Form Masses: I would like to pass on my thanks to Ms Vanvuchelen and her form (9I) and Mrs Massey 

and her form (9L) for successfully celebrating their form services on peace making and courage.  

mailto:mrsteelej@strichardscc.com
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I would also like to thank everyone involved in the Diocesan Inspection. Many pupils in Year 9 were 

observed or questioned about St Richard’s. This week, we had hymn practice during assembly to 

prepare for our Year 9 service on Tuesday, 15th January. 
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs: There are plenty of extra-curricular clubs and activities for Year 9 pupils to 

get involved in at lunchtime and after school. Please encourage your child to attend at least one 

club per term. A reminder that Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week Monday to Thursday 

to further support pupils with their homework. 
 

For the Calendar: The pupils will break up on Wednesday, 19th December, at 1.15pm, and they 

return on Monday, 7th January. The Year 9 Parents/Carers’ Evening is on Thursday, 10th January, 

with the Year 9 Curriculum Evening on Wednesday, 23rd January. 
 

Please remember that we are here to help and we all want to work closely with yourselves to ensure 

that your child is happy and fulfils his/her potential. Please do not hesitate to contact myself or your 

son/daughter’s Form Tutor (emails are available via the school website) if you have concerns. 
 

A reminder to all pupils to return smart, positive and ready to tackle the challenges of the New Year! 

With warmest wishes to all Year 9 pupils and their families for a happy, peaceful and joyous 

Christmas.  
 

Mr Holloway, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

Rewards: During term one and two, Year 10, pupils have collected ‘Achievement Points.’ Well done 

to Ryan Segal, Isabella East, Kacey Wolecki and Maddie Baszczak who have all received 

certificates for 150+ Achievement Points. Well done to Hannah Chan, Millie White and India-Cleo 

Stevens who have all received 125+ Achievement Point certificates. Well done and keep up the 

hard work. 
 

PSHEe: Year 10 have been focusing on some crucial topics in PSHEe this term with visits from external 

speaker, Penny Beale, on domestic violence. The forms have also studied gender stereotypes, risk 

taking and consequences, pregnancy and parenting, and homophobia.  
 

Work Experience: A reminder to encourage your child to sign up to a WEX placement to ensure a 

valuable placement is selected. The final date for all placements is Friday, 25th January 2019. If you 

have any questions or concerns, please contact Mrs Adams: mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com.    
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have been lucky enough to have had two very informative assemblies 

performed by their peers. The topic of Advent by Mr Fegan and 10U was thought provoking and 

well received by the year group. 10R produced an excellent assembly on the theme of Christmas, 

which was enjoyed by all!  
  

Year Service: Year 10 had a beautiful service on the theme of 

Community. Fr Simon led the service and the year group 

offered their prayers and intentions for Sophie and her family 

and all who work for or are touched by the care of the Royal 

Marsden Cancer Charity. A cheque for over £14,000 was 

presented at the end of the service to the Royal Marsden by 

Joseph Zillwood and Louise Kavanagh. 
 

Extra-Curricular activities: There are plenty of extra-curricular clubs and activities for Year 10 pupils 

to get involved in at lunchtime and after school. Please encourage your child to attend at least 

one club per term. A reminder that Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week, Monday to 

Thursday, to further support pupils with their homework. Homework should be taking a maximum of 

45 minutes per subject in Year 10. 
 

Fundraising/Social Events: Congratulations to Year 10 who collected over 122 boxes for this year’s 

Love in a Box campaign. Well done, Year 10: a fantastic effort! 
 

Saturday, 1st December was World Aids day. In support, pupils sold red ribbons leading up to the 

day and pupils pledged their support for the Terrence Higgins Trust raising awareness of HIV/AIDS. 
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Thank you for your support of the Foodbank Advent Calendar. Eight Christmas 

hampers have been collected with over 200 items passed on to the Foodbank by 

Year 10 pupils. Thank you also for the items donated for the Surviving Christmas 

collections which took place yesterday. Year 10 have some exciting fundraising and 

social events planned for Term 3 and I look forward to your child’s engagement with 

these events which the Form Captains will be publicising closer to the time.  
 

Many thanks in anticipation for your continued support. I wish you an enjoyable and 

restful Christmas break. 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 10 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

I was very pleased with the conduct of the Year 11 pupils during the mock exam period. In fact, our 

invigilators praised them very highly. The majority appeared prepared, focused and, best of all, 

calm. Hopefully this will translate into positive results for the young people. For those where results 

are not successful then a plan of intervention will be put in place.  
 

I was delighted to present over 40 Certificates of Commendation during assembly in the second 

week of December. This is a very positive sign of how hard Year 11 are working so far this year. Year 

11 have amassed over 2500 positive points on our achievement points system. I have taken pleasure 

in posting over 20 postcards home this term following our last set of profile reports. 
  

Revision and Intervention Sessions: These were well attended by pupils. We will send out a similar 

timetable of sessions well in advance of the summer exams. Additional English intervention is 

provided by teachers as and when their pupils need it and parents are always informed. We also 

run in-class intervention. The after-school intervention sessions ended today with History and 

Geography revision classes. Well done to the 31 pupils currently in the Intervention group this year 

as their hard work is starting to be seen in their performance at school. 
 

Prefect Applications: There has been an opportunity for pupils to re-apply or apply for the first time 

to be Prefects. I have spoken to the year group as a whole and to many individuals who are 

interested in taking a leadership role within the school. Please try to encourage your son/daughter 

to apply. Currently 15 pupils are hoping to be appointed Prefect status in the next few weeks. There 

will be a further opportunity next term to apply. I will place the application form on Google Drive 

and I look forward to adding to the Prefect cohort next term. 
  

Praise for current Prefects: I am very pleased with the efforts made by the current Senior Prefects 

and Prefect team. I would like to thank Trinity Funnell, Jenson Chirackaparmpil Jaise, Oskar Lockyer, 

Allysha Nhanda, Bradley Hare, Lottie Long, Duncan Norris, Isabelle Pilon, Kiara Sendhilkumaran, 

Loralie Yeates, Eden Jennings, Jade Coleman, Lexie Coleman, Andrea De Freitas-Rodriguez, Dilys 

Cornford, Joseph Neilan, Kaira Rubit, Dominic Sharp, Alex Toth, Gabby Vine, Christian Whiteley, 

Eleanne Robinson, Joey Morris, Natasha Morrison, Phoebe Prett, Rebecca Law, Anthony Black, 

Grace Buchanan, Furey Bollington and Larisa Lam for their reading in assemblies and diligent 

execution of their Prefect duties. The help of Head Girl, Rose Wood, and Head Boy, William Brown, 

in organising the Prefect rota has been invaluable. This Wednesday, there was another Prefect 

training and pizza after-school session in the hall. 
 

College Applications: I know many pupils have submitted applications already to colleges outside 

of Bexhill, Sussex Downs and Sussex Coast - applications for these colleges should all be done before 

the Christmas holidays. Tutors will have finished writing references and pupils have received a lot of 

support and guidance in their PSHEe lessons. Many pupils have been attending after-school and 

lunchtime intervention/help sessions to get their applications done.  
  

PSHEe: This term, we had a presentation on driving safely. This was a fantastic production and a 

deeply emotional and reflective piece of theatre on the importance of keeping yourself and others 

safe. Next term, we will look at managing anxiety and physical and emotional well-being. As always, 

if any parent wishes to discuss the content of our PSHEe programme please contact me at the 

school before the end of term. 
 

UCAS Applications: UCAS applications were due in the first week in December. Year 11 have had 

a lot of tutor time and help with this and I have been available to help pupils every form period on 
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the days we do not have assembly. The structure of the application is straight forward. It consists of 

5 sections. 

Section 1 - Personal details to be checked and completed by the pupil. 

Section 2 - Qualifications to be completed by the school. 

Section 3 - Work experience report to be completed by the pupil. 

Section 4 - Personal statement to be completed by the pupil and checked by the Form Tutor and 

myself. 

Section 5 - Personal reference to be completed by the Form Tutor or myself. 
 

To find the correct website, simply type in UCAS progress into a search engine. Once this is all 

complete then the next stage of applications and interviews at local FE colleges can begin. I would 

urge all parents to ensure that their son/daughter has completed their online UCAS application by 

the end of this term. If your son/daughter is still unsure then ask them to come and see me. Their 

Form Tutors will have all of their references completed by 15th December. 
 

Mr Doherty, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
The PTFA sends out its own newsletter regularly via EduLink. 

Reminders: 

 All raffle tickets or counterfoils and money should now be returned. If you still have yours, 
please return by Tuesday morning. 

 The raffle draw will take place at the end of the Advent Service on Tuesday, 18th December 
at 7.00pm. 

 The PTFA are always looking for more parental help particularly to serve refreshments at 
Parent Consultation Evenings. If you could help for a couple of hours a year then please 
email: ptfa@strichardscc.com 

 

Special Educational Needs 
 
Year 11 Mock Examinations 
Well done to all Year 11 pupils on their mock examinations completed last month. These exams will 
have been as close an experience to pupils' summer GCSEs as possible. As well as pupils' revision 
and hard work during the exams themselves, I would like to express my thanks to the staff who were 
behind the wider organisation which helped these exams run smoothly: Mrs Britt, the SEN 
Administrator; Mrs Fletcher, the Examinations Officer, and all Teaching Assistants and invigilators 
who supported pupils throughout this very busy time. 
 

Pupils who have use of a reader, laptop or additional time sat these exams in the Dance Studio, as 
will also be the case this summer. These arrangements will be discussed with pupils who chose not 
to use their allowances during the mock exams. As pupils were informed, these may be withdrawn 
from those pupils in the summer exams as a result. Please contact me if you or your child have any 
queries about exam access arrangements. 
 

Future Events 
Looking ahead to after the Christmas break, I look forward to seeing Year 9 parents/carers at the 
Consultation evening on Thursday, 10th January, alongside Ms Hubbard (Year Co-ordinator). 
Please make an appointment via EduLink if your child has a known educational need, or if you would 
like to discuss a specific query or concern with me. The Year 9 Curriculum evening takes place on 
Wednesday, 23rd January, when I will also be available to advise on option choices. Finally, Parents' 
Evening for Year 11 follows on Thursday, 7th February when Mrs Lea-White and I will be available 
for appointments.  
 

With best wishes from myself and all in the SEN department for an enjoyable and restful Christmas 
break. 
 

Mr Smith and the SEN team 

mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction Update 
 

We were delighted and proud to donate a huge sum of money to The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity 
this week, in memory of former pupil, Sophie Maria Taylor, who passed away on April 5, 2017. 
 

We welcomed Lydia Clark from the charity to our Year 10 service on Tuesday, 27th November, 
where she was presented with a cheque for £14,774.23 by pupils, Louise Kavanagh and Joseph 
Zillwood. Of that impressive sum, £12,500 was raised by Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction. The 
rest was raised by pupils through a variety of events, including cake bakes and sponsored cycles.  
 

Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction was a charity postcard auction which ran during June 2018. It was 
the idea of Chiara Wells, a classmate and friend of Sophie’s who wanted to raise funds for the Royal 
Marsden Cancer Charity as they had cared for Sophie and her family during her illness.  
 

Celebrities, renowned artists – including Sir Quentin Blake – pupils, parents, staff and accomplished 
local artists were among those to contribute work, and more than 570 original postcards were 
auctioned on eBay.  
 

We have now published a hardback book featuring all the amazing postcards as a celebration of 
Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction. All profits, including a small donation from each book, will go to 
the The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity.  A copy of the book was presented to Sophie’s younger 
brother Jan during the special service. Afterwards, Sophie’s parents said: “We will cherish it 
forever.” You can view a PDF of the book and purchase a copy from www.blurb.co.uk/b/9041197-
sophie-s-postcard.  
 

Lydia, senior community fundraising manager, at The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity, said: “We are 
extremely grateful for all the hard work that St Richard’s has put into raising this amazing 
amount. The money will go towards developing life-saving treatment, pioneering research and 
excellent patient care at The Royal Marsden.”  
 

We were also delighted to welcome Gail Mackay from Custard Design, who printed the blank 
postcards and envelopes; freelance journalist, Jean Clark, who helped promote Sophie’s Secret 
Postcard Auction and Maria Hudd from The Bexhill Observer, who was also proud to support the 
event during 2018.  
 

Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction will be 
returning in 2020, in what would have been 
Sophie’s last year at the school. To keep up-
to-date with any future fundraising plans, 
visit www.sophiespostcard.com.  
 
Pictured: Front, Sophie’s younger brother 
Jan with a copy of the book. Back row (L-R): 
Joseph Zillwood, Lydia Clark, Gail Mackay, 
Jean Clark, Maria Hudd, Louise Kavanagh 
and Miranda Pennington.  

 

 

 
 

 

Poppy Appeal 2018 
£511.19 was collected by the school community this year. The Royal British Legion send 
their thanks. Without your help they would be unable to continue their vital welfare and 
benevolent work. Well done to all the pupils and staff for their generosity.  

 

  

http://www.blurb.co.uk/b/9041197-sophie-s-postcard
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Pupil Leadership 

School Council: Our School Council representatives have now had two meetings. Both 

meetings were very productive and a number of important issues were raised. Some of these 

issues have been successfully tackled; some are being reviewed by staff and some have been 

delegated to our School Council Reps to investigate further. The School Council noticeboard 

has been updated with minutes from the latest meetings. The next School Council meeting will 

be on Tuesday, 15th January. 
 

East Sussex Youth Cabinet: Congratulations to David Munro (Year 10) who was elected in 

November as the school’s East Sussex Youth Cabinet representative for this academic year. 

David ran an excellent campaign and won with a clear majority of the pupil vote. Almost 70% 

of pupils voted in the election. We wish David the best of luck in his new role. 
 

The Crest Award: Years 8, 9 and 10 have now had an assembly explaining how the Crest Award 

works. Crest booklets have been emailed to all pupils in these year groups to enable them to 

start planning their path to success. Please encourage pupils to complete these as they are a 

great way of enhancing their school experience. Congratulations to the following pupils who 

have achieved Awards since October: 

Gold award – Allysha Nhanda, Eleanne Robinson (Y11) and Kacey Wolecki (Y10) 

Silver award – Skye Alksaris (Y11) and Millie White (Y10) 

Bronze Award – Nuala Eley (Y11) and Christina Thomas (Y10) 
 

Extra-curricular - Mock Court Trial Competition (Law Club): We now have a team of 13 

pupils from Years 8 and 9 due to take part in this year’s Mock Court Trial competition. The team 

have received their case and are about to start preparing for the trial which will take place 

around March. The team have agreed to meet on Thursday after school every week in order to 

prepare effectively for the competition. The team will also have the opportunity to visit a real 

magistrate’s court a month or two before the trial to get a feel for the layout and atmosphere 

ahead of the competition heats.  
 

Congratulations to…  
Well done to the four pupils who supported the PTFA at the St Thomas a Becket school fireworks evening. 

They were Emily and Jane Adjei, Maria King and Charlotte Evans. Your help was really appreciated. 
 

Dominic Carey who completed his Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award recently with Beulah Baptist Invicta 

Group.  
 

Luca Hale-Stretton did his karate grading on Sunday, 18th November and is now a Pre-black 2 belt. This 

means he will attempt his black belt in June next year.  
 

Equestrian News  
The last weekend of November saw 3 pupils representing the school at 2 
NSEA show jumping competitions. Melissa Marsden competed in the 

60cm grassroots championships 
and won her class - a great 
achievement for a new combination 
of horse and rider. Emma Folwell 
and Duncan Morgan competed in 
the 90cm and 100cm County 
Qualifiers, both completing fast, 
strong rounds and both riding to a 
consistently high level against 
some tough competition. Well done! 
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Pupil Premium 
What is Pupil Premium funding? 
The Pupil Premium is a sum of money given to schools each year by the Government to improve the 
attainment of disadvantaged children. It is intended to directly benefit the children who are eligible, helping 
to narrow the gap in achievement between them and their classmates. The Government believe this is the 
best way of tackling the inequalities between disadvantaged pupils and their peers. 
Schools are given a pupil premium for: 

● Children who have qualified for free school meals at any point in the past six years. The school 
receives £1300 for each of these children. 

● Children who have been looked after under Local Authority care for more than one day, or children 
of parents who are of service personnel. These children are awarded a premium of up to £1900. 

At St Richard’s Catholic College, approximately 16% of our current intake receive Pupil Premium Funding. 
 

Should I apply for Free School Meals? 
We would encourage any eligible parents/carers to apply for free school meals as it not only provides the 
pupil with a lunch, but also helps the school to fund additional support for individual learners. This can be in 
the form of additional curriculum activities or targeted support. If you are unsure about your eligibility, 
please go to the Pupil Premium page of the website for the criteria or contact the school for further 
information.  
 

Is there a stigma attached to receiving a free school lunch? 
The use of cashless catering in our canteen ensures complete discretion and confidentiality for pupils who 
are in receipt of free school meals. 
 

How do I apply for Free School Meals? 
You apply through the East Sussex Website at this link: 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/ 
 

You will need to scroll down the page and find the section which is hyperlinked and reads as per below. You 
can apply online for free school meals by clicking on the following link: 
Online application for free school meals – external website 

 

Any queries related to pupil premium should be addressed to myself at mrshoylep@strichardscc.com 
 

Mrs Hoyle, Assistant Principal & Subject Leader of Geography 

 

  
Adverse Weather 

Should adverse weather occur and there is a possibility that the college may be closed, please 
check the following for information: 

 The college website: www.strichardscc.com. This will give a clear statement about whether the 
college is closed or open. The information will be available by 6.45am. The delay is caused by 
the need to speak to public transport and they will not make a decision on travel until 6.30am. 

 EduLink One: an App message and email will be sent. 

 The East Sussex County Council school closure website: 
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm. This 
information will be available before 7.00am. This link also provides parents with the opportunity 
to subscribe to receive automatic RSS news feeds and emails which tell them when the college 
is closed.  

 Please also listen to local radio: Radio Sussex, Heart or Arrow FM. 
 

I would like to point out to you that we will always endeavour to open the school, however a 
health and safety risk assessment will be the deciding factor if we find ourselves needing to 
close/close early. If the closure is for more than a day then work will be placed on EduLink One. 

 
 

 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/
https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx
mailto:mrshoylep@strichardscc.com
http://www.strichardscc.com/
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm
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Anti-Bullying News 
 

Spotting the signs that my child is being bullied 
You know your child best so will be aware if something seems wrong.  
The type of behaviour that might be an indication of bullying includes: 
 A reluctance to go to school 
 Unexplained stomach-aches or headaches 
 Showing signs of distress on a Sunday night or at the end of school holidays 
 Becoming either quiet or withdrawn 
 Torn clothes and missing belongings 
 Seeming upset after using their phone, tablets, computers etc. 
 Wanting to leave for school much earlier than necessary or returning home late. 
 

Bullying can have an impact on a child's mental health so if your child is showing signs of serious 
distress; such as depression, anxiety or self-harm, always see a GP. 
 

How can I help my child if he/she is being bullied? 
If your child is being bullied, don't panic. Your key role is listening, calming and 
providing reassurance that the situation can get better when action is taken. 
 Listen and reassure them that coming to you was the right thing to do. Try and establish the 

facts. It can be helpful to keep a diary of events to share with the school. 
 Assure them that the bullying is not their fault and that they have family that will support 

them. Reassure them that you will not take any action without discussing it with them first.  
 Don't encourage retaliation to bullying - such as violent actions. It's important for children to 

avoid hitting or punching an abusive peer. Reacting that way has negative and unpredictable 
results- they may be hurt even further, or find that they are labelled as the problem. Rather 
suggest that they walk away and seek help. 

 Find out what your child wants to happen next. Help to identify the choices open to them; 
the potential next steps to take, and the skills they may have to help solve the problems. 

 Encourage your child to get involved in activities that will build their confidence and esteem, 
and help them to form friendships outside of school (or wherever the bullying is taking place). 

 Discuss the situation with your child's teacher - or the lead adult wherever the bullying is 
taking place. Every child has a right to a safe environment in which to learn and play.  
 

Mrs Hills (mrshillsa@strichardscc.com) 
 

Parental Advice and Information 
 

The East Sussex Parenting Project is now known as ‘open for parents’.  Parents can 
now book directly on to parenting groups on our website – check it out 

www.openforparents.org.uk   
 

The Parenting team are pleased to have launched the brand new Parenting Advice 

Line. Open from 11am-1pm every Thursday for parents or professionals to call for 
individual brief advice and support from a parenting practitioner. Just call 01424 

725800. 
 

Do you want to be more informed about what going on in East Sussex?  

ESCC have several Facebook and Twitter links to help you be informed, they can be all 
found here: 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/contact-us/socialmedia/our-social-media-sites/ 
 

Information for families can be found on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/InformationForFamilies?fref=nf 
 

 
 

mailto:mrshillsa@strichardscc.com
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/contact-us/socialmedia/our-social-media-sites/
https://www.facebook.com/InformationForFamilies?fref=nf


12 

CONTACTING CHILDLINE 
You can talk to Childline about anything. No problem is too big or too small. Call us free on 0800 

1111 or get in touch online. However, you choose to contact us, you are in control. It is 
confidential and you do not have to give your name if you do not want to. 
 

WHAT IT IS LIKE TO GET IN TOUCH 
When you call us on 0800 1111 you will come through to our switchboard. This is where 

someone friendly will ask if you want to speak to a counsellor. If you log in for a 1-2-1 counsellor 
chat online, you might wait a little while before being connected with a counsellor.  
 

Say hello to us… and anything else! 
We know it can sometimes be scary talking to counsellors, especially for the first time. You 

might be unsure about what to say or how they will react. Or wonder who they are? They are a 
bunch of different people, some old and some young. They all work for us in the UK but many 
come from different countries like Poland, Ghana, Australia, India, China, France and other 

places. They have all sorts of hobbies and interests. Most importantly, they all care about young 
people and give up some of their time to volunteer as counsellors. You can talk to them about 

anything from self-harm and sexting to exam stress and eating problems. You can also ask 
them their name if you like and they will tell you their first name. Usually a phone call lasts 30 

minutes and a 1-2-1 counsellor chat lasts around 40 minutes. However, this could be less or 
more depending on what help you need. If you need to contact us again, we will always be 
here for you. 

 
Calling us is free 

Call us on 0800 1111. Calls are free from landlines and mobiles in the UK. Even if you do not 
have credit on your mobile phone you can still call us for free.  
 

It’s just between you and Childline 
We are a safe place for you to talk. Calls are not recorded and our number will not show up on 

any phone bills. Counsellors write some notes about what you tell them. They also keep notes 
for 1-2-1 counsellor chats and emails and save copies of what you have said in a chat or email. 
These notes stay safe at Childline. They keep notes to help understand what you’re going 

through and support you if you contact us again. It can also make it easier for us to get help 
to you if you’re in danger. Childline is confidential.  

 
Send us an email 
Emailing our counsellors gives you the space to say what you want, in the way you want. You 

might not get a reply straight away but writing things down can help you to get your thoughts 
out. Sending an email is different to speaking to a counsellor on the phone or online. You can 

email us anytime without having to wait for a counsellor to be free. You will need an account 
to send an email, it is quick and easy to sign up. You do not need to give your email address 
or name as you will choose a nickname and a username to use at Childline. Remember, email 

is a great way to get information or advice that you do not need straight away. We aim to reply 
within 24 hours but sometimes it can take a little longer. If you need support right now or it is 

urgent you can call us free on 0800 1111 or have a 1-2-1 counsellor chat. 
 

On-line Grooming Links 
 

Attached are links to powerful on-line grooming information telling the true story of Breck Bednar, 
a 14-year-old schoolboy who was lured to his death after being groomed online by Lewis Daynes 
while gaming.  
http://www.breckfoundation.org/   ---- Breck Foundation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQwkOSLApjQ --- 5 minute shortened version of the story 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03cgtx5 --- BBC Three page dedicated to the story with the 
full 1 hour movie. Miss Cronin recommends that all parents/carers watch the movie.  

tel:08001111
tel:08001111
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/1-2-1-counsellor-chat/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/1-2-1-counsellor-chat/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/self-harm/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work/school-college/exam-stress/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/eating-problems/
https://www.childline.org.uk/about/confidentiality-promise/
https://www.childline.org.uk/registration/
tel:08001111
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/1-2-1-counsellor-chat/
http://www.breckfoundation.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQwkOSLApjQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03cgtx5
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Congratulations to the 59% of pupils who achieved 97% or 
higher attendance in Term 1! 

 

Reporting Pupil Absence/Lateness to School 
There are three ways to report your child’s absence: 
1) The easiest way is via the EduLink app. Please do this using the Absence Reporting tab on 

the home page for your child. 
2) You can leave an answerphone message reporting your child’s absence from school or 

lateness to school due to an appointment by dialling the school telephone number – 01424 
731070 and then pressing 1 when prompted.  You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s 
name, their form group, the reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil. 
Please remember to phone for each subsequent day of absence.   

3) Parents/carers can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as 
shown above: pupilabsence@strichardscc.com 
 

Please ensure you have reported your child’s absence by 9.10am. 
 

Additionally, please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than 
holiday requests which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to Mrs 
Jones and not your child’s Form Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown on your child’s 
attendance records. Mrs Jones’ email address is mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com  
 

It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she remembers to come to the 
Attendance Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an accurate record of all 
pupils on the college site. This is to ensure their safety. 
 

In line with the new rewards system pupils will be rewarded for excellent attendance on a weekly 
and termly basis, and encouraged to track their own attendance via EduLink. 
 

 

Finally, please read the updated Attendance Policy for Parents. It can be found on the school 
website under the ‘About’ tab. The link is: https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-
college/school-policies/  Please be aware that we are unable to authorise any absence of longer 
than three days without medical evidence. 
 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please call or send an email to 
either Mr Campbell or Mrs Jones. 
 

Many thanks 
Mrs Jones, Attendance Officer (mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com)  
Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal responsible for Attendance (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

 

St Richard’s Admission Arrangements for 2019-2020 
 

St Richard's Catholic College's Admission Arrangements for the Academic Year 2019-2020 have been 

determined by the Governing Body and will soon be available on the school website.  
 

 
 

COLLEGE POLICY ON HOLIDAYS and time off for extra-curricular activities 
 

Parents, please understand the college's policy on taking time off outside of school holidays: permission for 
pupils to attend events or to participate in extra-curricular activities during term time will only be given in 
exceptional cases, and not as a matter of course. Parents must write to me well in advance and fill in the 
Withdrawal from Learning Application form issued by East Sussex. If the request is not authorised then a 
Penalty Notice will be issued. The penalty is £120 per parent, i.e. unless it’s a single parent family a fine of 
£240 will be issued. If you pay within 28 days the fine is reduced to £60 per parent and £120 for both parents. 
You must pay within 42 days to avoid prosecution. Please be aware that all holiday requests will be 
unauthorised to comply with DfE directives. 
 

Miss Cronin, Principal 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/
https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

CAREERS WORKSHOPS 
On Tuesday, 20th November pupils in Years 8 
attended workshops during their PSHEe lesson. The 
workshops were: Criminal Law - Lauren Kenny, 
Gurney Harden Solicitors; Accountancy - Gemma 
Newstead, Ashdown Hurrey; Architecture - James 
Thompson (former pupil); Creative Careers - 
Rebecca Denmark, University for Creative Arts; Life 
after St Richard’s - Hollie Kinch (former pupil); 
Hospitality - Jonathan Owens, Hydro Hotel and 
Respiratory Nursing - Georgie Luxford (former 
pupil). The workshops included what it is like 
working in the industry, what qualities and 
qualifications are needed and for some, what 
foundations St Richard’s provided. The pupils have 
found them very interesting and really liked hearing 
from the former pupils.  
 

A small group of Year 11 pupils have also attended 
a workshop on Apprenticeships and how to apply by 
Menna El-Guindy, Education and Employers. 
 

Before the end of term, I also hope to organise the 
following workshops: Attending Christ’s Hospital 
School (boarding school) - Lucinda Hamilton-Burns 
(former pupil) and Careers in the Army - James Bird (former pupil). 
 

Thank you to all the employers and member of the alumni network who have signed up to offer these 
workshops. Please do contact me if you would like to offer a valuable insight into your profession. 
 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
An apprenticeship is a job with training which allows individuals to earn while they learn and gain nationally 
recognised qualifications. An apprenticeship enables a young person to enter the job market and develop 
their skills. 
 

With over 250 different types of Apprenticeships covering over 1,400 job roles, Apprenticeships provide a 
route into training in the skills employers want in a variety of industries and sectors, from Nursing to Graphic 
Design, Horticulture to Electric Vehicle Engineering. There are over 100,000 employers offering 
Apprenticeships in the UK. 
 

The National Apprenticeship website: www.apprenticeships.org.uk houses the on-line vacancies system. At 
any time, there are up to 15,000 Apprenticeship jobs being advertised on the website. Pupils can search for 
vacancies on this site or they can register and set up to receive alerts informing them of vacancies that might 
interest them. 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE  
Just a quick reminder, that all Year 10 pupils must pick 3 possible choices for work experience from the 
database or put in the information of an own placement by Friday, 25th January 2019. This can be accessed 
by entering the following website address (there is also a link on the school website): 
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student 
 

Once this has been done, we can then start to contact employers and place the pupils at a suitable 
placement, this will work on a first come, first served basis.  
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers Lead (mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com)  

http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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English Department 
A reminder that Debat8 club runs every Thursday in A8 at 1pm and Creative Writing Club 

on Fridays in A8. All years and abilities are welcome. See Mrs Wood in A8 for more details. 
 

KS3 News 

Firstly, congratulations to last term's Poetry for Change winner Sophie Byles 8L with her 

fantastic poem entitled: Change. Second prize was awarded to Louise Rabino, 8I and John 

Christopher Quintos, 7O won third prize. All winners were awarded a large number of 

achievement points for their efforts. All other entries were collated and put into a collection 

of Poetry for Change which can be found in the library and in the reception area of the 

school. A huge thank you to all pupils who submitted an entry. 
 

Additionally, we were very excited to welcome G. R. Gemin, author of Sweet 

Pizza and Cow Girl to the college on Friday, 7th December. Gemin gave two interesting 

presentations to Years 7 and 8 pupils about his novels. Both year groups thoroughly 

enjoyed his visit. We hope to have opportunities for more visiting authors in the future. 
 

Finally, with the Christmas holidays just around the corner, please continue to support 

your child with their reading at home. Reading lists have been shared with pupils so there 

should be no excuse for not knowing what to read. Books always make lovely Christmas 

presents- I'm sure Father Christmas will agree! 
 

Literacy 

One of our Literacy initiatives this term has been Closing the Vocabulary Gap. Staff have 

been sharing many resources such as word banks for exam language with pupils. We hope 

the impact of this will enhance pupils’ confidence in tackling challenging vocabulary in 

their exams and assessments, thus leading to an improvement in written responses and 

confidence for the real exams. 
 

Additionally, this term the Reading Buddy Scheme has commenced. Pupils have been 

partnered up to read together every fortnight during DEAR time. Pupils have reported that 

they are enjoying this scheme immensely and have found it extremely rewarding. I would 

like to thank the volunteers involved as it is making a positive impact on the reading skills 

of the pupils involved. If any pupils would like to be involved, please see Miss Rowland in 

B12. Being part of the Reading Buddy Scheme will contribute to your Crest Award. 
 

Finally, this term the ‘Word of the Week’ and ‘A Good Read’ continue to be shared with the 

pupils to encourage a varied use of vocabulary. Please encourage your son/daughter to 

use the Word of the Week in lessons or even at home! Teachers will award an achievement 

point if used appropriately. 
 

Mrs Wood, Acting Subject Leader – English 

 

KS4 News 

Years 10 and 11: Well done for approaching the term so successfully. We’re really 

impressed by all your hard work. Try to read as much as you can (fiction and non-fiction 

are relevant to your exam). As well as being a great way to relax, the more you read the 

better you will write as you pick up tips and vocabulary from writers without even realising! 
 

Year 11: Thank you for taking such a mature approach to your English mock exams and 

please listen to the advice and feedback of your teachers. If they ask you to attend an 

intervention group it is for your benefit so please make sure you attend. You are also 

receiving 5 lessons of revision per week as we have completed the course. That is a lot of 

opportunity for you to get the help you need! 
 

Make sure you are regularly returning to your keywords and continuing to learn your key 

quotations. Everything you need, including keyword lists, is accessible on the Google Drive 

and padlets. Ask your teacher if you are not sure where to find these. 
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Year 10: By the time you read this you will have completed your language and literature 

data capture. Try not to forget Macbeth entirely when we leave it to start our new texts! 

Keep it ticking over by returning to TV/film versions, practising keywords etc. 
 

Parents: We have a stock of Collins revision guides which cover language and literature - 

they include revision materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are available 

from Mrs Mountford in A1 for £5 (cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!). For text-specific guides 

we recommend the Yorknotes 9-1 guides or CGP for a more simplified option. Teachers 

can show pupils copies of these guides and they are available in all good bookshops and 

on Amazon. 
 

As always, thank you for your support.  
 

Mrs Mountford, KS4 Co-ordinator 
 

Maths News 
Pre A Level Taster Session 

In December pupils from Year 11 were given the chance to experience a Maths A level taster. 

Head of Maths at Bexhill College, Aaron Pain, kindly offered to deliver an hour of investigation 

into various aspects of the first year of the current A level course. This provided a valuable 

insight into the next steps available and provided our current crop of mathematicians with a 

clear route map after GCSE. 
 

Mock Exams Year 11 

Congratulations to our Year 11 pupils who worked hard in the run-up to their recent exams. 

They are currently receiving detailed feedback in lessons and plenty of guidance for their 

independent revision and practice. Pupils all have a login for the revision website MathsWatch 

which contains a variety of tutorials and practice questions. 
 

Recommended Website 

Another website we recommend for pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 is Method Maths. This contains 

a host of exam style questions which can be answered online. Pupils gain instant feedback. 

Logins are available via your Maths teacher. 
 

Maths Stars 

 Congratulations to the following pupils: Axl Solliss, Natalie Collinson, Samantha Zebrak, 

Reggie Barker, Anton Muller-Perol, Sophia Sabal and Holly Stevens. They all achieved 93%+ 

in their recent chapter test in Year 8. 

 Congratulations to Aston Abhilash, Cieran Fullam, Ruby Gentry and Barney Mackew who all 

scored over 90% in the recent Year 8 unit test. 

 Congratulations also to the following pupils: Max Elliott and Alex Simpson who both 

achieved 90%+ in their recent Year 9 Chapter test. 

 We also need to congratulate:  

 Zachary Read (Year 7), for excellent consistent effort in class 

 Jesse Dorling-Parkes (Year 11), for a huge turnaround in effort and working really 

hard this year 

 Atheena Shaji (Year 7), for excellent test results 

 Furey Bollington (Year 11), for always working hard and being proactive in her 

learning 

 Zoe Castro (Year 10), for fantastic and consistent effort. 
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 Andrew Fraser-Hill (Year 10), for excellent effort and classwork all term and 

making real progress.  

 Jess Ballard (Year 10), for having a brilliant term and excellent effort. 

 Megha Shaji Madassery (Year 9), for consistently working hard and going from 

strength to strength. 

 Nikole Rezanova (Year 8), for working well throughout the autumn term and I am 

delighted that her effort is finally being reflected in her results. Hard work pays 

off! 

 Daniel Doswell (Year 9), for working well all term, he is an independent learner who 

always applies maximum effort. 
 

Christmas Maths Quiz 

Big prizes are on offer for our current 

quiz (see right). Please send completed 

answers to Mr Stickland in Link 1 – good 

luck! 
 

Congratulations! 

Prize winners from our last newsletter 

competition were Jack Day, 7U, and 

Nivetha Kiladinlusteen, 7I. 

  

Mr Stickland, maths teacher 
 

Parking 
We would like to kindly request that drivers are more considerate of our 
neighbours in surrounding roads when dropping-off and picking up their 
children.  Please remember to park avoiding blocking driveways. This can be a 
particular problem in Links Drive. 

Pay Online for School Uniform & Trips 
Don't forget you can now pay for school uniform and trips online. Email the Finance Office, 
finance@strichardscc.com for your login information.                    
                                                                    

Mobile Phones 
 

Pupils with permission to bring in a mobile phone must hand it in at Reception at the start of the day 
and collect it at the end of the day. The pupils concerned must not be using the phones travelling to 
or from school unless there is an emergency. Any phone confiscated will need to be collected by a 
parent/carer. 
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

This has been a very busy term for the RE department. We started 

the term with the Diocesan Inspection, which was a great opportunity 

to showcase and celebrate all the fantastic work the pupils do and the 

great ways they put their faith into action. In addition, we have had a 

speaker in from Life and plans are underway for more speakers and 

trips for next term... watch this space! 
 

Year 7 pupils have been studying the topic “Reason for the Season.”  

They have learnt about the liturgical seasons, the Rosary, the 

Annunciation and Visitation, the importance of Mary and Advent. 
 

Year 8 pupils have been studying the topic “Judaism.” In this topic they have learnt about Abraham, Sabbath, 

Torah and the Synagogue. In addition, they learnt about the Passover festival and why this is such an important 

celebration in the Jewish faith. They even had a Passover meal in their RE lessons. We are also planning a 

trip to the Synagogue in Eastbourne for them to see and learn more about the Jewish place of worship. The 

details of this trip will be passed on after the Christmas break.  

Year 9 have been learning about “Discipleship.” They have found out about the struggles and sacrifices one 

must be willing to make to fully be a disciple of Jesus. They have learnt about the difficulties shown in Mark’s 

Gospel regarding the disciples Jesus chose. 
 

Year 10 pupils have been studying “Catholic Practices” as part of their GCSE course. They have been 

exploring the practices of our faith, namely the sacraments, the funeral liturgy, prayer, Catholic social 

teaching, and, most recently, mission and evangelism. 
 

Year 11 pupils started the term with the topic “Muslim Beliefs.” In this topic 

they covered the key beliefs within Sunni and Shi’a Islam as well as the Muslim 

prophets, the Muslim Holy books and life after death.  After this unit they will 

have one final topic to do, “Muslim Practices,” before they start their revision 

for the GCSE exams in the summer.  
 

In the week after the mock exams, Year 11 had a talk from 

a representative of the Life charity on abortion in the UK. 

The speaker encouraged pupils to consider their arguments 

on the issue and framed this in the wider context of the 

value and dignity of human life. The speaker gave the pupils 

many angles of the abortion debate in relation to UK law 

and gave pupils the opportunity at the end to ask their own 

questions.  
 

Mrs Mead, Subject Leader for RE 
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Science Department News 
 

Space Week 2018 
With a theme of ‘Space Unites the World,’ UN Space Week at St Richard’s featured 
many space related activities. A ‘Spot the Space Stuff’ competition for the Lower 
School; space themed D.E.A.R. activities; the inflatable planetarium for pupils from 
both St Richard’s and pupils from other Ogden partner schools; a telescope tour for 
GCSE Astronomers with Astronomy Adventures and solar observing for all. The week 
continued with an IET Faraday Challenge Day for Year 8, with a James Webb Space 
Telescope theme and a ‘Careers in Physics’ talk from Issy Pattenden, a friend to St 
Richard’s since she joined us from Bexhill College for our first joint trip to CERN when 
she was studying A Level Physics. 

 
‘Spot the Space Stuff’ Lower School Competition  

There were six competition entries with all 20 
images correctly identified and so the final 
winners and runners-up were judged on the 
quality and content of the tiebreaker paragraph. 
Congratulations to winner, Lucy Bateman of 7F, 
who took home the Newtonian Reflector 
Telescope with Solar Filter. Runner- up prizes were also presented to 
7F’s Edward Klein and 8H’s Harry Fletcher. Well done, all!  
 

Space is… by Lucy Bateman, 7F. ‘To me, thinking about the size of space 
and how big we really are, I wonder what’s out there. We are just floating in this infinite confusion full of 
planets, solar systems, nebulae, galaxies and universes. Scientists say that the universe is constantly 
expanding but what is it expanding into? That’s what I think is amazing about space – how much we don’t 
know!’ 
 

Planetarium by Will Harwood, 7O. “I went into a planetarium during the school 
Space Week. We went down to the gym after school with pupils from other schools 
and waited until the big blow up planetarium was ready. I really couldn’t wait when 
someone said that it was narrated by Doctor Who (David Tennant). When we got 
inside it was pitch black and everything went silent. Then the video started. 
‘Space…’ Throughout the show, there were many interesting facts about space, the James Webb Space 
Telescope, the big telescopes and lots more. Finally, the video ended and we all left the 
planetarium. Overall the experience was really fun and interesting and I would love to 
do it again.”  
Careers in Physics by Lily Holloway, 7I. “Izzy (Pattenden) came to our school and talked 
about careers at Sussex University. She talked about how you can do a normal degree, 
then go on to a Masters and then a PhD to become a Doctor. She talked about their 
physics, maths, chemistry and science courses. We could ask her questions and she 
answered all of them! She really inspired us and we hope to welcome her back soon!” 
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IET Faraday Challenge: James Webb Space Telescope 
St Richard’s played host to the IET Faraday Challenge for the second year running, with 36 Year 8 pupils 
competing in a STEM construction challenge based on the James Webb Space Telescope. Six teams spent 
the day designing, testing, constructing and then presenting a pitch for a landing module to accompany the 
JWST when it is deployed. The lunar module was to enhance the use of the telescope, adding an extra 
capability to the mission. All of the competitors enjoyed the day, developing design and construction skills 
while learning valuable lessons about planning, budgeting and, perhaps, most importantly, team work.  

 

 IET Faraday Challenge by Jesmia Antonislas Ananthakumar, 8I. “I enjoyed taking part in the Science Faraday 
Challenge. It was very interactive and tons of fun (apart from our group’s teamwork but we eventually got 
there!) Our task was to make something that we could add to the Optical Telescope Element which is a 
telescope that gathers and focuses light, mainly from the visible part of the electromagnetic spectrum, to 
create a magnified image for direct view, to make a photograph or to collect data through electronic image 
sensors. We were thinking like engineers of what we could add to the telescope to make it much better. It 
was a competition to see which team can make the best part. Unfortunately, my team didn’t win but I think 
our end project was fantastic! It was very exciting and creative; I loved presenting our ideas to everyone else 
and it was a great pleasure to take part in an imaginative event”. 
 

Congratulations to the winning team consisting of Harry Fletcher, 
Pearl Herriott, William Rοser, Grace Sims, Evlampia Zacon and 
Maisie Scrivener who received a £10 Amazon voucher each and a 
2018 trophy. One of the winning team, Pearl Herriott, said, “I loved 
the Faraday Challenge as I learnt a lot about engineers and I had lots 
of fun.” Phoebe Garlick agreed that, “It was fun and interesting” and 
added, “I definitely recommend it – it was amazing!” A sentiment 
echoed by all. 8S’s Grace Sims liked that they “had different roles” 

and 8O’s Anthony Purvis thought, “It gave us a good idea of what engineering does.” William Umel, 8U, 
thought, “It was very good teamwork in our groups.” 
 

Sussex Universe Lecture: Symmetries, Scales & the Origin of Everything by 
Professor Phillip Harris 
Ania Roby of 9H reports, “We went to a 
lecture about scales where we were 
shown a rose bush up close and then it 
kept zooming out. We were then shown 
that if you spin something one way and 
then the other way, and they are 
symmetrical, then it wouldn't really make 
a difference, but if you have a special 
feature that makes it different, then it does change. We were shown how our 
little planet may be big to us but as you zoom out you can see many more 

features like the way that the rest of the planets orbit the sun, and then if you zoom out further you see more 
of the galaxies and after seeing most of the galaxies and the way they are connected it all looks pretty much 
the same from there on.”  
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IET Jennison Lecture: ‘Women in Human Space Flight’ by Libby Jackson  
15 female pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 visited the School of Engineering and Digital 
Arts in Canterbury for the annual IET Jennison Lecture. This year’s esteemed 
speaker was Libby Jackson, currently the Human Spaceflight and Microgravity 
Programme Manager for the UK Space Agency. The lecture, entitled ‘Women in 
Human Space Flight’ was preceded by a lavish reception buffet, which was warmly 
welcomed by the pupils. The lecture covered the history of women in human 
space flight, with a focus on the UK’s first astronaut and first woman to visit the 
Mir space station, Helen Sharman. The talk highlighted the pioneering role many women have played in the 
space industry, and was designed to help inspire others to consider the sector as a viable career opportunity, 
where, at present, it is a heavily male-dominated environment. After the lecture, Libby took time to talk to 
each of the girls, signing copies of her book and posing for selfies. 
 

Annalysa Gower of 8F reports, “Libby Jackson is truly inspirational. She is living proof 
that dreams, although seeming faraway, can come true. When she was 7, she wanted 
to be a flight director for rockets. At the age of 17 she visited NASA and was really 
inspired. However, she didn’t believe that her dreams were actually in sight. She 
thought that because she was a woman, she couldn’t achieve her dreams. She 
persevered however and is now in charge of Mission Control in England (she is 
Director of Human Space Flight at UKSA). She is slowly changing society’s views of 
what people can do. She believes that everyone can achieve their dreams no matter 

what gender, race, religion or nationality. Her motto is to always follow your dreams no matter how big.” 
 

Year 10 pupil, Hannah Chan’s reflections are as follows, “Today’s lecture was another amazing experience 
and truly inspirational. I loved her lecture this evening as it has guided me in my dreams of the future and 
about women participating in space. This year’s lecture revisited some of the main characters from last year’s 
lecture but went on to consider other inspirational women from Libby’s previous book. New characters 
included other women who had participated in space exploration. My future has now opened up to me with 
the guiding lights of maths, physics, engineering and space.” 
 

Knit ‘n’ Natter  
Pupils, parents, staff and even staff relatives (thanks 
Miss Glynn’s Nan!) alike have contributed to the Knit 
‘n’ Natter blanket project which has now produced 
its first blanket. Pupils have been learning to knit in 
Lab 4 on Monday and Friday lunchtimes, making six 
inch squares to combine into blankets for Oxfam. The 
group are rightly proud of their colourful community 
creation. 

 

Herstmonceux Telescope Supper 

 

Adam Roby of 7R reports, “The Herstmonceux trip was very exciting because I learnt many new things about 
the tornado machine.’ Classmate Hugh Simpson agreed, adding that, “The telescope was awesome. The floor 
could lift up and you could see planets close up. There were lots of fun activities.” 
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Leah Tamale, Emily Southgate and Lucy Bateman, all of 7F thought the trip was, “Fun and exciting’, ‘…. and 
educational and all the staff were really nice.” They all enjoyed the levitating vacuum chair! Lucy, “Had a 
great time. The equipment and facts and activities were great fun and answered my questions.” 
 

StAR Club 
7I’s Ella-Marie Deeprose stumbled across StAR 
Club while waiting in Lab 4 to go to the 
Herstmonceux Telescope Supper trip. Ella 
really enjoyed the meeting reporting. “It was 
fun! We did a quiz and I came second! We then 
did some soldering – which I can do anyway – 
and I am now making a 3D Christmas tree. 
Herstmonceux was also lots of fun!” 

 

Sussex Universe Lecture: Exploring the Universe with the Webb Telescope 
by Dr Stephen Wilkins 
7F’s Peter John joined other keen MAD scientists at a talk about the NASA 
replacement for the Hubble Space Telescope, the James Webb Space 
Telescope. He reports. “It started to be built in 1997 and is eventually set to 
be operational on March 30th 2021. The reason it has been delayed is 
because they have to test the telescope (with simulated launch vibrations 
and the extreme temperatures of deep space). They have to do this because 
the telescope will be in a zone that no human has ever been to (Le Grange 
2) and it won’t be able to be fixed it if it goes wrong.” 
 

William Mansbridge,7S, described the talk as, “A ton of fun because we were learning about all the features 
of the telescope. He was answering all my questions too which made me understand it more!” 7F’s Lucy 
Bateman also enjoyed the talk and was fascinated by the ‘mishaps and mysteries of the James Webb 
Telescope so far… I enjoyed the amazing talk about how the telescope will only be working in Infra Red and 
not visible light. I also enjoyed Dr Durkin telling us about the University of Sussex during the journey.” 
 

***** Extra-Curricular Science Activities ***** 
Fab Fizzix - Tuesday 1.10 – 1.35 in Lab. 4 

St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club (StAR Club) - Wednesdays 3.30 – 5.00 p.m. Lab 4 
Young Investigators - Thursday lunchtimes in Lab. 7  

GEMS - Thursday 13.00 – 13.30 in Lab. 4  
St Richard’s Science Storyteller 3: Periodicity – Starting in January after-school  

***** Trips***** 
There are 26 places available for each of the residential trips below.  
Space Camp will cost £225 inclusive and Ethical Eden will be £250. 

Deposits and staged payment is available this year via the on-line payment system. Should you wish to 
reserve a space on this trip then please contact finance@strichardscc.com for an account login. 

Space Camp 2019  
Residential trip to UK Midlands - 8th – 10th April 2019 

Ethical Eden 10th Anniversary 
Residential Adventure Trip to Cornwall - 27th – 31stMay 2019 

 
 

 

Thank You for the Plants 
A big thank you to the grandparent who donated house plants to the school, they are very happy in their new 
home. The pupils will be able to look at them under microscopes.  

The Science Prep Room   

mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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SPANISH NEWS 

Barcelona 2018: The Spanish department ran 
another successful trip to Cataluña at the end of 
October. Parents and carers were able to keep up 
to speed by following us on Twitter 
(@strichardsmfl). As usual the six days were jam 
packed with a mixture of cultural and leisure 
activities. The best way to know if a school trip 
has been successful is, of course, to ask the 
pupils! In a survey taken shortly after our return at 
the end of October we asked pupils, “How would 
you sum up this visit to a friend?” Here are some 
of the replies: 

 

Theatre Performance - El Viejo Saloon: On Friday, 16th 
November, actors from the Onatti Theatre Company put on a 
comedy in Spanish for Year 9 pupils. Pupils were able to read 
extracts from the script ahead of the performance so that they 
would be able to access the language more easily. It was a fun 
afternoon of live theatre. Well done to William Buchanan for 
being such a good sport and acting the part of the “barman” in 
the saloon. 

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 

The trip to Barcelona is great. You get to 
make more friends with people and the 
places were amazing. 

Educational and beneficial and widens 
knowledge of Spain. 
 

Lovely sunny weather and so much fun. It 
was great to have a lot of free time, visit 
historical sites and nice to travel with 
friends. 
 

An exciting, enjoyable and jam packed trip, 
where you can make new friends and 
practise the language. 
 

It was a very good trip and I would highly 
recommend that you go. 
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Invitation to all pupils! 
Join us at Spanish Club on Monday at 1pm in B13. 
 
GERMAN NEWS 
Christmas in Germany: A 
trip to the famous 
Christmas markets in the 
German town of Aachen 
gave 34 of our Year 8 pupils 
the ideal opportunity to get 
into the festive spirit and 
practise their German language skills! Pupils were also able to 
buy traditional Christmas gifts and try different German foods on 
offer like ‘Bratwurst’ and ‘Flammkuchen’. The highlight for many 
was the ice skating on the second day and a visit to the Lindt 
chocolate factory shop. Here’s what the pupils said:  
 

‘This trip widened our 
vocabulary and 
German speaking 
skills. We all had a 
great and fun time and 
had the opportunity to 
view a different type of 
culture. It was an 
amazing experience 
for everyone and a 

memory we will never forget.’ Maisie & Eve 
 

‘We think the Aachen German Christmas market trip was a 
wonderful experience to explore Germany, spend time with 
friends and learn to speak more confidently in German.’  Sarah, 
Phoebe & Bethany 

 

Come to German Club: A place for Year 7 
and Year 8 pupils to develop their skills in the beautiful language of Deutsch! All 
with the help of some friendly faces from Year 10! Whether you are a beginner 
or are coming to advance your knowledge further, or even coming for simple 
recaps and revision sessions, a fun time is promised to all. Every Monday at 
1.00pm in B5!  
 

French News  
French Club (Every Monday 1.00-1.30pm in B14): Many thanks to Christina Thomas, 
Izehi Ebhohimen and Emilie-Rose Sones who have been regularly coming along to 
promote and organise activities for French Club this term. We would like to encourage 
new Year 7 members in particular to pop along to try out the different activities on offer to discover 
more about the French culture as well as practise their French. At the start of Term 3, we are looking 
forward to our annual celebration of the Epiphany with the French ‘King cake’ tradition.      
 

Well done to the pupils who contributed to creating the interactive presentation of life at St Richard’s 
to share with our link school, the Collège Charles Lemaître in Normandy. A special mention of thanks 
go to Charlie Tanner, Sophie Byles and Emilie-Rose Sones for their commitment in putting everybody’s 
contributions together. We have now shared our presentation with the French school and are looking 
forward to getting feedback from the pupils in the New Year! 
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Year 8 Residential Trip to Normandy, Northern France (Thursday, 14th 
February – Sunday, 17th February 2019): We are very excited that our 
residential visit to Normandy in France is fast approaching. Many thanks to 
all parents and carers for encouraging and supporting their children to take 
part in this trip which we hope will be an enriching and enjoyable 
experience.  

 

There will be a parent/carer meeting on Thursday, 24th January from 6pm-7pm in the Hall in order to 
go through the final itinerary and arrangements. If you have any particular questions before the 
meeting, please do not hesitate to contact Miss Chong by phone at the college or email 
(misschongc@strichardscc.com). Many thanks to all those who have updated us on passport 
numbers and EHIC cards. A few remaining pupils need to confirm this information before the end of 
Term 2. Passports and EHIC cards will need to be available to hand in at the parent/carer meeting 
mentioned above.  
  

Year 10 and 11 GCSE French Revision Guide Update: Most pupils from Year 10 and 
11 who ordered and made payments for revision resources earlier this term have now 
collected them. Please can any remaining pupils collect their orders before the end of 
Term 2. If any pupils would like advice on which guides could support their learning 
best, please come to see Miss Chong in B14 to have a look at the samples available. 
We still have a number in stock and can order more if needed.    
 

European Day of Languages Quiz winner:  Jack Day, 7U.  Well done, Jack, the prize is on its way! 
 

The MFL department wish you all a Happy Christmas! Joyeux Noël! ¡Feliz Navidad! Frohe 
Weihnachten! 
 

Miss Chong, Miss Auzinger & Mrs Scott 
 

 
 

Grosvenor House Carol Concert  
 

This Wednesday, a group of about 25 
singers from the choir and from 10R 

visited Grosvenor Park Care Home to sing 
a range of Christmas carols. It was a 

really enjoyable and worthwhile 
experience that put us all in the 

Christmas spirit. The residents joined in 
with us and greatly enjoyed it (they also 

gave us cake!) Thank you so much to 
everyone who attended. We look forward 

to going again next year.  
 

Eleanne Robinson, Year 11  
 

 
 

Prep Club & Prep Club Plus 
Need somewhere quiet to complete homework? Why not come to Prep Club one or two 

nights a week? 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather 

than at home. 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available 

as well as plenty of books! 
 

mailto:misschongc@strichardscc.com
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KS3 Geography 
Year 7 geographers have completed their topic on the world 
and our local area. They successfully completed a virtual 
fieldtrip to the town centre, and an actual fieldtrip to Galley 
Hill View. They used the data gathered to compare the 
quality of life in both areas, and have explored reasons for 
the differences found. They have impressed us with their 
neat and accurate graph drawing skills as they learnt a 
variety of different ways to present spatial data. Year 7 are 
now studying life in Kenya and recently experienced what 
life with the Maasai tribe was really like. Pupils used wooden 
pillows, dressed up in traditional tribal cloth and used tribal 
walking sticks as well as trying on local jewellery and learning how the Maasai build their homes and cope in 
the savannah environment. It really brought learning to life in the classroom. 
 

Year 9 geographers have completed their topic on Tectonic Hazards and 
have impressed us with their creativity, imagination and skills by making 
3D volcanoes. The detail for some of the volcanoes was amazing and the 
pupils now have a good understanding of the structure of a volcano. The 
generous use of vinegar and bicarbonate of soda to initiate explosions of 
these volcanoes was exciting as well as quite pungent! Year 9 are now 
starting to learn about Asia and the diverse culture, climate, people and 

places that make 
up the largest 
continent on 
earth. We will be 
focusing upon 
Japan and the 
social, economic and environmental challenges that 
it faces today. 
 

 
Request for Help 
St Richard’s Catholic College is very fortunate to have many pupils from different cultures, 
countries and backgrounds. The geography department is keen to embrace our multicultural 
links by developing Country Study Boxes. We would use these as an introduction to a country 

as we study it and pupils would have the opportunity 
to look at and handle these items. Within these boxes 
we would hope to include background information 
about the country, its culture and traditions. While we 
can access facts about a country we would love to hear 
from the pupils and their families who have links and 
experience of living outside of the UK. Ideas for items 
we could include: a flag, maps, money - small 

denomination coins or notes, food packaging, examples of the writing, photos, 
a small item of traditional clothing/fabric. A traditional toy, ornament or low value piece of jewellery would 
also enhance the learning experience. Any photos or paper resources you wish to have returned could be 
photocopied and the original returned to you. 
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Countries we study include: Brazil, China, Japan, India, Bangladesh, the 
Philippines, Nepal, UK, Kenya and Haiti.  
If you have any items you are willing to donate please send in with your child to A2 
to give to Mrs Massey. Thank you for your support and I look forward to developing 
our Global Learning with your children at the very centre of our learning.  
 

KS4 Geography 
Year 11 geographers are reminded that every week we run a Tuesday revision booster session at lunchtime 
for only 15 minutes. Pupils receive a set of revision notes from attending the session. These are well attended 
but please do remind your son or daughter to attend these sessions as it is crucial that their revision 
continues even if the mocks are over. Below is a snippet of the sessions that we are offering in the coming 
weeks: 
  
 

 
 
 

Geography Club  
This term has been a busy one for the Geography Club. We have been collecting milk 
bottle tops for the MRI scanner at the children’s ward at Conquest Hospital. We have 
collected over 1500, but we are not done yet! Please donate as many as possible - any 
plastic lid is acceptable so long as it has a 2 or 4 inside a recycling triangle. 

 

We also went down to our local beach to clean microplastics. This 
was in support of many national and international initiatives to 
reduce the plastic in our oceans. Bexhill beach is cleaned during 
the summer months, but this stops in October. We collected a 
range of plastic, as well as many bits of fishing line.  
 

In recent weeks we have been working on an assembly educating 
our peers about what happens to their waste plastic and how 
they can reduce this waste. This will be unveiled to Years 7 & 8 
early next term. 
 

We have also started 
trying to improve our plastic free cooking skills! We have been 
thinking about the products we buy and how we can continue to 
enjoy a variety of food with less plastic. To this end we had a great 
plastic free cooking session where we made granola slices, even using 
recyclable baking paper! A big thank you to Mrs Truss for opening the 
kitchen for us. 
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Theme week 10-14th December - An Unequal World 
By the time you read this, we will have developed our understanding 
of the ‘Unequal World’ we live in. Pupils will have had an opportunity 
to discuss inequalities in form time with a quiz and video clip and in all 
Geography lessons to embrace the promises and opportunities offered 
by the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) - aiming to reduce 
Global Inequalities and give all an opportunity to live and thrive. The 
clock is ticking as 2030 is the date set to achieve this - sadly for many people around the world this is already 
too late. Pupils will pledge their ideas to help support the SDG. 

 

One of the goals is to provide Quality Education. St 
Richard’s is helping to support this in some small way 
with our links to the Pokot Tribe in Northern Kenya, 
where for the 4th year running we are helping to raise 
money to provide an indoor school for the children. 
The Geography Club are running a sale of tribal beads 
and necklaces to help raise money - every little helps.   

 
 

 

Winners of the Bexhill Heritage Competition 2018 
Huge congratulations to Marnie Horan, Grace King and 
Amy Bossom who won first prize in the Bexhill Heritage 
competition. The pupils were tasked to justify their 
choice of their favourite building in Bexhill. The judges 
were astounded with the quality of work from all the 
Year 8 Geographers who took part in the competition 
and choosing the winners took hours! Well done to all 
participants and especially to our 3 winners! 
 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography 
 

 History Department News  
 

St Richard’s Remembers: A huge thank you to all 
pupils who contributed to the Remembrance 

events and activities in November. Across the school the 
following activities took place: 

 Pupils from all forms were asked to design a poppy with 
the words, ‘Thank you’, written on it. Pupils took up this 
task in their hundreds, resulting in a beautiful display that 
took over the link way doors, windows and walls.   

 Many pupils also entered the ‘Design a Centenary 
Memorial Plaque’ competition, submitting some beautiful and humbling 
designs. The overall winner, Marni Lippin (Year 9), created a wonderful 
piece that reflected the significance of the events, both then and now.  
Millie White was chosen as runner up for her creative design. Both pupils 
will now represent the school on the Government funded Centenary 
Battlefields Trip to Ypres, in February. 

 Pupils in the History Club created a special presentation that was used 
on the Friday before Remembrance Sunday by all teachers across the 
school. Each lesson teachers shared, from the presentation, a story of a 
local hero from the First World War. Pupils and staff used these stories 
to help focus their thoughts and prayers during the two-minute silence we held that day, as 
well as throughout that weekend.   

 All year groups had an assembly on ‘Remembrance.’ 
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 During their History lessons, many pupils were also given the chance to research their family 
history in World War One.  In special lessons, devoted to the Centenary, pupils were shown 
extracts of the film, ‘They Shall Not Grow Old’ and given the opportunity to research their 
family names on the Commonwealth War Grave Commission website.  This provided pupils 
with a fascinating insight into the scale of the impact of the war on families around the 
commonwealth and the chance to research long lost family relatives.  

The whole school was able to mark the centenary in a variety of ways and we are now more aware 
of the long term significance of the events of the First World War, and the actions of the many 
brave heroes that were lost due to it. May they never be forgotten. 
 

History Club: Next term the History Club will be working on their charity event ‘Time Machine 
Pick and Mix’. For one week, the club will be selling sweets which were sold throughout the 
1900’s. All monies raised will be donated to the Royal British Legion. Look out for more 
information in January. 
 

Key Stage 3 History: As we move into term three new units will begin for 
many pupils in History. These will include: 
Year 7:  Elizabethan England 
Year 8:  The Industrial Revolution 
Year 9:  The Second World War and the Cold War 
Supplementary reading lists can be sought from class teachers and the 
History section on the school website. 
 

Key Stage 4 History 
Revision and Lesson Resources: All pupils are able to purchase class 
textbooks and revision resources through Amazon and other 
booksellers. Please remember that we follow Pearson Edexcel’s GCSE 
History Spec and cover the following units: 
● Medicine in Britain 1250-present day, including the British sector 

of the Western Front 
● The American West 
● Anglo Saxon and Norman England OR Early Elizabethan England 
● Weimar and Nazi Germany 
There is also a huge amount of revision and support material in the Pupil Team drive on Google; 
please do encourage your son/daughter to make use of them. 
 

Year 10:  Pupils are now moving into modern day medicine, before they begin a study of the 
environment of the trenches of the Western Front. Pupils are encouraged to be recapping previous 
work, particularly ensuring that the American West unit is not getting forgotten. We also 
recommend the following supplementary resources for home learning: 
Book:  Roy Porter, Blood and Guts; a short history of Medicine 
Film: Medicine Through Time Bitesize Revision (available on Youtube) 
 

Year 11:  Pupils have begun their final unit of study for GCSE 
History, the American West. Over the Christmas holidays it 
would be really useful for pupils to be carrying out some pre-
learning using the following supplementary resources: 
Book and Film: Dee Brown, Bury My Heart at Wounded 
Knee 
Documentary: Ken Burns Presents the West (available on 
Netflix) 
Documentary: Tony Robinson’s Wild West (on Youtube) 
 

The History department wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and look forward to seeing you in 2019.  
 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History 
(mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com)  

Year 8 Guillotine Projects 
 

Year 7 
Castles 
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ART DEPARTMENT 
 

The Art Department are expecting outstanding work from the GCSE 
groups at the end of the term. They have been working with great 
enthusiasm on their final mains. We have exhibited the Year 9 
pupils work from our Ian Murphy workshop. They really enjoyed the 
experience, working with a professional artist and producing 
wonderful high-calibre work. Our Year 10 pupils have enjoyed two 
further artist workshops. Year 10 have also produced some 
wonderful ceramic vessels inspired by Kate Malone and Natural Form. They are now embarking on lino-cuts. 
Year 9 are finishing their ceramic fish which will all look beautiful on display.  
 

Year 10 Fine Artists were delighted to have the artist, Mark Curryer, visit to run an amazing workshop and 
speak to them about his art career on Friday. Mark is an Eastbourne based artist and painted two amazing 
postcards for Sophie's Secret Postcard Auction. Mark was pleased to share his work and said he was 
honoured to have been asked to visit St Richard's.  
 

Mark brought five of his incredible paintings and spoke to pupils about his career, the techniques he uses 
and what inspires him to paint. He then demonstrated to the pupils how he would paint a cityscape before 
they all started their own Mark Curryer style painting which they will be finishing over the next few weeks. 
Pupils learnt new techniques using paint rollers and bits of plastic to create their cityscapes.  
 

The art department was absolutely delighted when Mark left his exemplar with us to display and inspire pupils. 
You can see Mark's work at www.markcurryer.com  

 

 
Lions Peace Poster Competition: Congratulations 
to Evlampia Zacon and her wonderful entry for the 
annual Lions Peace Poster competition. The Lions 
came in and judged hers as the winner of the regional 
event.  
 

Why We Love Bexhill Competition: David Wilson 
Homes, who are building their Rosewood Park 
development in Bexhill, are very keen to get involved 
with the local community and are running a 
competition called ‘Why We Love Bexhill’. Our pupils 
have designed lots of amazing artwork based around 
the set theme, and the winning pupils’ designs will be 

Prizewinners from the Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s 
Fund competition entitled ‘Space Exploration.’ 

http://www.markcurryer.com/
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displayed on the hoarding barriers at the front of the Rosewood Park site. The standard of our pupils’ work 
was very high and they are now being judged.  

 
Finally, please could any former pupils come and collect their folders and artwork from the department.  
 

Thank you and keep creating! 
 

Mr Peachment, Subject Leader - Art 
 

Some 
entries for 
the ‘Why 
We Love 
Bexhill’ 

competition 

Year 9 ceramic fish designs 
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Saturday Hairdressing Academy 
 

The Grove Experience is opening its doors to pupils from school years nine and onwards who may have an 
interest in hairdressing. This is an excellent opportunity. Pupils will learn basic cutting, colouring and styling 
skills.  
 

The academy runs on Saturdays from 10am till 1pm at a busy Eastbourne town centre salon. We have very 
limited available spaces as we try to make sure 
our pupils achieve as much as possible during 
their time with us. The cost to join the academy 
is £30 and this is spent on supplying you with a 
hair head (a mannequin head with real hair that 
you can cut and colour); the head is yours to 
keep after the course ends. There is a weekly 
charge of £1 per session to attend the club. The 
new term starts on Saturday, 19th January 
2019. 
 

This is a great opportunity to dip your toes into 
the hairdressing world and to be trained by a 
fully qualified stylist in classes with no more than 
six pupils. The course does book up fast and we 
have limited places available so please contact 
the Grove Experience on 01323 411852 to 
express your interest. You will then be asked to 
fill out an application form for the cutting 
academy and asked in for an informal chat so 
we can talk about what you would like to achieve 
from the course and what we can offer you. An 
application form can be downloaded from the 
careers section of our website. 
www.groveexperience.co.uk/careers or 
collected from the salon reception, and should 
be handed in along with your C.V. 
  

If you would like more information you can pop 
in to have a look around the training facilities 
and ask any questions that you may have. Give 
us a ring at the salon on 01323 411852 to 
arrange a visit. 
 

Year 8 

imaginary bird 
Year 10 ceramic vessel designs 

http://www.groveexperience.co.uk/careers
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PRODUCT DESIGN DEPARTMENT 

   

Year 10 – Pewter Jewellery 

Casting 
 

Pupils have designed and made 

these fantastic pendants out of 

molten pewter in the metals unit. 

Staff recently enjoyed a ceramic poppy making session after school. The poppies will be 

used in a Remembrance display in school each year.  

South of England Agricultural Society Competition 
 

The South of England Agricultural Society are holding a ‘Young Artisan of the Year’ 

competition. It is for young people aged over 14 years on 1 September 2018 and under 22 
years on 1 September 2019. 
 

The competition categories are Wood, Ceramics, Textiles, Metal and Design and Technology.  
 

The closing date is 25th April 2019. 
 

For full details please see: https://www.seas.org.uk/educational-grants-
competitions/young-artisan-year/how-to-enter-young-artisan-of-the-year/ 
 

https://www.seas.org.uk/educational-grants-competitions/young-artisan-year/how-to-enter-young-artisan-of-the-year/
https://www.seas.org.uk/educational-grants-competitions/young-artisan-year/how-to-enter-young-artisan-of-the-year/
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Mrs Knight is back! We’re delighted to see her and she’s delighted to be phasing back to work whilst still 
recovering from her injury. The messages and get well cards received whilst she was away kept her spirits 
up and her whole-hearted thanks go to Mrs White, Jo Doyle, Millie White and the senior dancers who have 
worked so hard with the Dance Company in her absence. Mrs Knight is proud to see what the pupils had 
achieved while she’s been away. Huge thanks also go to Mrs Harker who kept our BTEC dancers on their 
toes helping to develop their choreography skills. We are also excited by the return of Mrs Dunster who 
rejoined us on Monday. 
 

This has been a busy term of preparation, and as we go to press, we await our Advent Service with great 
anticipation and excitement. We hope you enjoy our reflections on the term to date. 
 

Induction Mass 
The Performing Arts team and the Year 7 pupils produced beautiful works of dance, drama and music to 
make the Year 7 Induction Mass a truly beautiful and memorable occasion, whilst we had a range of Year 7 
pupils to sing solos and the Year 7 Drama Club performed a thoughtful piece of drama. 

 

Prize Evening 
Yet again, the power and joyful sound of our choir and orchestra set the tone for another successful St 
Richard’s event. Congratulations to all our Prize Winners from across the Performing Arts Faculty for your 
hard work and the inspiration you provide through your work. 

  

Catholic Heads Retreat with the Bishop 
The choir have been in demand again and this time by the Bishop at his annual retreat for Headteachers held 
at a hotel in the Ashdown Forest. Bishop Richard celebrated a beautiful Mass and our Westminster Choir 
provided all the music for it, in addition to singing All Bells in Paradise by John Rutter. 
 

Westminster Carol Concert Preparations 
Our choir performed again at the HCPT Advent Service which was held at Westminster Cathedral on 
Tuesday. The efforts from Mrs Byrne and the singers have been tireless as they have rehearsed lunchtime 
after lunchtime to produce the best performance possible of John Rutter’s 4-part choral works All Bells in 
Paradise and The Shepherd’s Pipe Carol.  
 

Advent Service Preparations 
The Drama Clubs have been hard at work preparing for the Advent Service. Whilst the Advanced Drama 
Club have been experimenting with telling the Nativity story using mime, movement and shadows, the Year 
7 Drama Club have been devising a story of two towns at war to see who can be the most Christmassy. 
Meanwhile, back in the Music Department we have been rehearsing all the material to accompany the 
congregation and dancers as we celebrate Advent together. The Staves are very excited to be included 
performing the Troika from the Lieutenant Kije by Prokofiev. Our Friday Night Live musicians have also 
composed a piece specially for the occasion and we are looking forward to this along with our Year 7 Yule-
kulele band. Mrs Knight is thrilled to be back and has collaborated with Mrs Byrne to choreograph dances for 
‘Mary’s Boy Child’ and ‘I Heard the Bells.’ We know you are going to enjoy the evening very much. 
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November Parish Mass 
Yet again, our beautiful choir performed and were very well received at the Parish Mass at Our Lady of 
Ransom in Eastbourne on National Youth Sunday. A small group of pupils performed a drama to illustrate 
the theme of National Youth Sunday and a number of pupils led the readings.   
 

Other News 
Boys’ Dance Company: The boys were delighted to be the recipients of the Matthew Wilmshurst Award for 

Team spirit at Prize Evening and Bailey Vice and Edward Pepper collected the trophy on the company’s 
behalf.  It is lovely to see so many new faces in the Boys’ Dance Company who are currently working 
extremely hard along with the rest of the team. Preparations and rehearsals are currently taking place for 
Time to Dance, which is being held in February at the White Rock Theatre Hastings, before they compete 
again at the Great Big Dance Off where last year they achieved 2nd place in the region for the KS3 category. 
The boys will then join both the Junior and Senior Dance Company in competing in the National Schools 
Dance Competition. Good luck, boys. 
 

Trinity Laban: We currently have 5 boys attending the Trinity Laban CAT Scheme every Saturday. We will 

be welcoming Trinity Laban again in February for one of their fantastic workshops and auditions for the 
programme. Bailey Vice reports, “During my first term at the Trinity Laban conservatoire of dance on the CAT 
programme, I have learnt so much about the technique and creativeness of dance. I have fully enjoyed my 
time there so far and have been lucky enough to partake in some taster sessions hosted by amazing dance 
choreographers from all different types of cultures and dance styles. There has been a lot of intense training 
and exercise, however it has been thoroughly enjoyable.” 
 

Millie White: On Saturday, 27th October Millie 

White, 10R, took part in the TDCI dance 
championship held at the Phoenix Arts Centre 
Hastings. Placing 1st and becoming the Senior Tap 
and Modern Champion, Millie has now been invited 
to dance at Blackpool Championships in January. 
 

It's been a very busy time for Millie who also took 
part in a tap workshop with professional dancer and 
Actor Adam Garcia in Heathfield. The 75-minute 

class included technique, a jam session and the opportunity to learn 
some selected routines. Millie was delighted when Adam Garcia 
advised her to audition for Tap Attack due to her good jazz tap technique!  
 

Clubs 
Year 7 Drama Club have already done their first performance this year in the Induction Mass and are working 
towards their second. There is a huge amount of acting talent there, and it is a welcoming, fun and lively club. 
If anyone would like to join, it is a great way to make friends and have fun, Monday lunchtimes 1-1.30pm. 
 

The Advanced Drama Club were devising their own scenes based on the play ‘Brainstorm’ and their own 
personal life experiences mixed with the science of how the teenage brain develops, and why teenagers are 
the way they are! They are now continuing to develop their piece for the Advent Service, having fun, 
experimenting with new ideas and working incredibly well together as always. In addition, members of the 
Advanced Drama Club: Georgina Soggee, Maddie Baszczak, Allysha Nhanda, Melissa Sharp, Becky Britt, 
Jessicca Davies and Grace King created a lovely and thought provoking short piece of Drama on the theme 
of ‘Filters’ for the November Parish Mass at Our Lady of Ransom in Eastbourne. 
 

Every Thursday lunchtime (1pm-1.30pm) St Richard’s is graced by the cool and groovy sounds of our newest 
ensemble, The Jazz Saints. The group has been working on an arrangement of the Latin-Americana piece, 
Tequila, made famous by The Champs, and are making an awesome sound together. The Jazz Saints is a 
welcoming band and encourages all pupils to come and join in - all abilities are welcome - the more the 
merrier!  
 

Exam Results: Congratulations to Alice Clements who achieved a merit in her Grade 5 Music Theory 
exam. William and Eliza Brown both achieved a distinction in their Grade 5 singing exam. Alastair Rey’s 
gained a distinction for his Grade 6 Piano exam and has recently been awarded a scholarship to study 
music at Eastbourne Sixth Form College. 
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Screen time  

  what it means for parents and 
children 

47% of parents say they are concerned about the amount of time their child spends online  
56% of parents feel their child asks to use devices more often than they would like. 

Managing screen time can be a daily battle for parents It is no surprise that managing the 
amount of time children spend using devices is a battle for parents 

 
Parents of children aged 11-13  
As children get older, and are engaged in a wider range of online activities, parents become more concerned 
about other screen time activities, in particular gaming on consoles and smartphones. We also start to see 
concerns about the creation of content to share becoming more important with 1 in 4 parents expressing 
a level of concern. 

Parents of children aged 14-16  
Throughout the age groups watching videos is the activity that parents are most worried about albeit the 
level of concern does decrease with age. For the eldest age group, parental concerns are significantly higher 
around children using social media (50% compared with 37% of parents overall). Parents are particularly 
concerned about them creating content, whether photos or videos, to share online (27%). 

Tips on how to manage your child’s Screen Time: 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/managing-your-childs-screen-time/ 

https://www.thetechedvocate.org/screen-time-management/ 
https://www.empoweringparents.com/article/4-steps-to-managing-your-childs-screen-time/ 

 

Miss Cook - Computing and ICT teacher 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/managing-your-childs-screen-time/
https://www.thetechedvocate.org/screen-time-management/
https://www.empoweringparents.com/article/4-steps-to-managing-your-childs-screen-time/
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Library News 
Remembrance Day was marked in the library by a display of library resources 

exploring the subject of war and supported by three book lists. Fiction writers 
such as Michael Morpurgo, Sam Angus and Theresa Breslin have drawn 
extensively on this topic for inspiration, helping pupils to understand and 
empathise with those caught in confusing and terrible circumstances. Non-
fiction on this subject helps our young historians to unpick the complexities of 

war and is a useful support to those studying GCSE History.              
                                

Film Club News Our November film was the brilliant musical, ‘Bugsy 

Malone’ with a full cast of children, average age 12 and staring a young Jodie 
Foster. Our Christmas film will be ‘The Man Who Invented Christmas’, the 

story of Charles Dickens and the writing of ‘A Christmas Carol’, with an all-star cast showing just what a 
period drama can achieve. It will be screened on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th December. We aim to try 
some sci-fi in January. There is space for new members from Years 7 and 8; if it is something your child would 
enjoy, ask them to see me in the library for more details. 
 

Calling all Year 11s… Do you have a library book overdue? I know you’ve all been really busy with the mocks, 
but the time has come to think about returning your books and paying the very modest fines of 1p per school 
day. Please note, I cannot sign your leavers sheet if you still have school property on loan. Get it done now 
and it’s out the way… you know who you are as I’ve been reminding you at least once a term since your 
books went overdue! If it’s lost, see me to find out the replacement cost. Many thanks for your help and co-
operation. 
 

Wet Lunch Amusements… I have recently purchased some board games for pupils to use in the library 

during wet lunch times; Scrabble (Harry Potter version), Monopoly, Trivial Pursuit Family version, Ticket to 
Ride (Europe), Uno, Snakes and Ladders, etc., and hope that pupils will be able to make use of them through 
the cold dark months – just ask at the desk in the library. 

            

 Book Quote of the Month: 
“ …We know that, ultimately, the most reliable method to broaden 
and deepen the vocabulary of our students is to get them reading a 
significant amount (a good reader can read a million words a year or 
more). Reading for pleasure, talking about reading, and great teaching 
of reading by every teacher can make a real difference.” Alex Quigley, 
author of ‘Closing the Vocabulary Gap’, April 2018. 

 And Finally… The librarians wish all readers and their families a very happy Christmas 

and New Year – and remember, there is no better gift than a BOOK – unless it’s a BOOK 
TOKEN!                                                                                               

 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian  
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Chaplaincy News 
 

As we enter the season of Advent we look forward to the arrival of Jesus on 
Christmas morning. Here in school our preparations have begun with the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation being offered to all pupils in the week beginning 4th December. Any pupil who 
missed this is welcome to contact me for an appointment. Preparations are under way for our 
annual Advent Service in the school hall on Tuesday, 18th December at 7pm and we look forward 
to welcoming as many of you as possible to help us finish the term ready for our Christmas 
celebrations. 

 

Interact Club 
It has been a busy term for the Interact Club with two events taking 
place... 
Rotary Tea Party: On Friday, 2nd November 16 Interact Club 
members travelled to St Augustine's 
Church hall to help support the 
Rotary Club’s Annual Tea Party for 
the elderly. This is a much 
anticipated event and pupils are 
eager to attend as it always proves 
to be great fun. This year, Subject 
Leader of Performing Arts, Ms 

Mason, came on board and her Year 10 music class came along 
to provide some musical entertainment for the 
attendees. My thanks to them for their preparation; 
they certainly got the room singing along! 
 

A senior club member, India-Cleo Stevens, 
commented, “This is always a fun event; the elderly 
are full of stories and this year it was so much fun. 
We even got up dancing along to the second 
entertainer with some of the elderly.” 
 

A great event and we already look forward to next 
year. My thanks to Ms Mason and the Year 10 music 
class for joining us and to Mr Saunders for driving the 

minibus. 
Love in a Box Appeal: Once again the pupils’ generosity was boundless, and early in the week 
beginning 19th November the boxes began to pile up in Mr Eyre’s room. By the end of the week 
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we had 435 boxes! Mrs 
Forster-Simmons form, 8R, 
collected the most with over 
30 boxes. Well done to them 
for a great effort.  
 

Huge thanks to Interact Club 
members and others who 
helped out with wrapping and 
checking through the boxes, 
in particular to India-Cleo 
Stevens who went above and 
beyond helping out after 
school. My thanks also to 
parents/carers and tutors for 
their generosity in supporting 
this appeal. It will make 
Christmas a much more 
joyful experience for a great 
number of children.  Finally, 
thanks and well done to Mr 
Eyre for his first venture leading Interact Club. 
 
Form and Year Liturgies 

There have been a number of wonderful liturgies this term: Ms Vanvuchelen’s form celebrated 
with Deacon Ian on the theme of Peacemakers; Mrs Massey’s form prepared a service to coincide 
with anti-bullying week on the theme of courage and they were supported by Seminarian, Stephen 
O’Brien, who is currently on placement in Eastbourne parish. 
 

Year 11 had their Year Service and focused on courage and turning fears over to God, a great 
preparation before starting their mock exams. The Year 10 Service coincided with the handover 
of the cheque to the Royal Marsden. The theme of Thanksgiving was very appropriate and Fr 
Simon’s homily gave clear messages reminding us that the word ‘Eucharist’ itself means to give 
thanks.  
 

Liturgy Reps 
Liturgy Reps updated the Liturgy boards in each form room this term in preparation for a 
competition. A selection of Reps then helped me judge the boards, with Mrs White and her form, 
10S, celebrated as winners. Congratulations to them for their efforts in creating a spiritual and 
engaging prayer space in their form room. 
 

Parish Mass – Our Lady Of Ransom 
We had the pleasure of supporting the 10:30am Mass in Our Lady of Ransom Church, Eastbourne 
on Sunday, 25th November, which was the Feast of Christ the King and National Youth Sunday. 
Over 20 pupils joined Mrs Byrne to form the choir and alongside this, other pupils from the parish 
were involved in the welcoming, proclaiming the word, altar serving and offertory procession. Ms 
Whelan’s drama group provided a wonderful short reflective piece on the theme of National Youth 
Sunday, which showed the filters we see ourselves through. The Mass was attended by a number 
of staff and proved to be a wonderfully joyful experience for all. My thanks as always to Mrs Byrne 
and Ms Whelan for their help in preparing and to all the staff and pupils who attended. 
 

Year 7 Induction Mass 
Year 7 pupils did themselves proud with the hard work and effort that was put into preparing for 
their Induction Mass. It was well supported by the clergy with representatives from across both 
deaneries. The Mass was the perfect way to officially welcome our Year 7 pupils into the school 
community.  
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My thanks, as always, to Mrs Byrne and Ms Mason for 
their hard work preparing the music and to Mrs 
White, and Year 10 pupils, Millie White, Louise 
Kavanagh and Natalia Szelest for supporting the 
dance in Mrs Knight’s absence. 

Friday Mass  
Our usual Friday morning voluntary Mass 
happened to land on the Feast of All Souls 
and the local parish were invited to join us, 
if they wished, as we remembered those 
who had gone before us. It was a lovely well 
attended celebration. 
 

As we approach the Christmas holidays may 
I wish you all a peaceful and happy 
Christmas. I look forward to seeing you in 
the New Year. 
 

Jo Doyle 
(Lay Chaplain) 

☏ - 01424 713107 ext 126, ✉ - missdoylej@strichardscc.com 
 

 

English as an Additional Language Service (EALS) 
 

East Sussex County Council are proposing to close the English as an Additional Language Service 
(EALS). Instead, schools will directly provide the support themselves. 

If the proposal goes ahead, East Sussex County Council will provide schools with online advice, 
information and guidance about how best to support pupils with EAL in schools and suggest services 
that can provide translation and interpretation support. 

We want to hear from parents, carers, community and school views about this proposal. Everyone's 
views will help us to understand the potential impact and find out what we could do to deal with 
worries people may have. We will share the results of this consultation with schools. 

The final decision about the proposal will be made in February 2019. 

How to take part in this consultation   
The consultation runs from 28th November 2018 to 3rd February 2019. We would like to hear 
from everyone, whether or not they currently use EALS. We will do all we can to make it as easy as 
possible for everyone to have their say. Please use the link below to take part in the consultation. 

Survey for parents, carers and community 
stakeholders: https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/childrens-services/copy-of-copy-of-copy-of-
youth-cabinet-tell-us-abou/ 

mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/childrens-services/copy-of-copy-of-copy-of-youth-cabinet-tell-us-abou/
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/childrens-services/copy-of-copy-of-copy-of-youth-cabinet-tell-us-abou/
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PE Department News 
 

Gymnastics Competition 

Selected pupils from Years 7 and 8 were invited 

to take part in the annual Sussex School 

Gymnastics competition which was held at the 

University of Brighton's Eastbourne campus on 

Saturday, 1st December. Having worked 

tirelessly in the run up to the event, the pupils 

performed their routines with pride, 

demonstrating to the 200 plus audience their 

ever developing skill and performance abilities. 

Well done to all involved. 

 

Netball 

Throughout Terms 1 and 2, pupils from Years 7-11 have 

been competing in the Hastings and Rother Schools 

Netball League. All pupils played fantastically, with 

Years 7, 8, 10 and 11 finishing top of their groups. The 

Year 11 team, in particular, had an outstanding result, 

with a 23-5 win over Bexhill Academy. This was a 

brilliant way to finish their Netball career here at St 

Richard’s! Very well done to all who participated.  

 

Girls Football 

On 29th November, the U14 (Year 8 and 9) team 

travelled to Hove in the second round of the 

Sussex County Cup. We faced a very strong side 

from Cardinal Newman Catholic School and 

unfortunately were soundly beaten 0-8. Credit to 

the girls who gave a spirited display and never 

gave up. Well done, in particular, to Aimee Mooney 

who stepped in at the last minute and was voted 

Player of the Game by the opposition. The team 

were: Emily Adjei, Elysia Hough, India McCann, 

Aimee Mooney, Beatrice White, Olivia Zheng, Jane 

Adjei, Auraelia Copley, Kiera Fitzgerald, Anna 

Gkertza, Kirsty Head, Jessica McCann and Erin Todd. 
 

U13 Table Tennis 

Table Tennis club has been popular amongst pupils from 

all years. Pupils have also responded really well to the 

introduction of table tennis into the PE curriculum this year. 

Our teams put in some fantastic performances in the 

Hastings Area Table Tennis Competition. The boys’ and the 

girls’ teams reached the semi-finals and both teams 

finished in 3rd place overall. Here is a summary of key 

performances/wins that our pupils recorded on their path 

to third place: 

Girls: 

Sophie Collett won against Claverham and St Leonard’s. 

Aurora Bonoan won against Bexhill and St Leonard’s. 

Carolina Jeneslas-Jeyakumar won against St Leonard’s. 

Lexine Banuelos was impressive with her performances. 
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Boys: 

Anthony Purvis won against St Leonard’s, Hastings and Bexhill. 

Rufus Phillips won against St Leonard’s, Hastings and Bexhill. 

Benjamin Taylor won against Hastings. 

Anton Muller-Perol won against Hastings and St Leonard’s. 
 

The next Table Tennis competition will be the individual tournament in January. We are 

looking forward to see if our pupils can continue to progress well and go even further in 

this competition. 

 

  

Year 7 Orienteering Competition 

The University of Brighton Orienteering Festival was held at Gildridge Park in Eastbourne. 

Many schools entered from the Hastings, Eastbourne and Brighton areas. Our team of 16 

Year 7 boys and girls performed exceptionally well as we finished 4th overall. Oscar Byrne 

and Ash Latuske performed particularly well, finishing in second place out of 64 pairs. 
 

Boys Football 

The Year 7 football team continue to make progress and are showing some promising 

signs of success this year. With a couple of our key players injured, they were still able to 

organise themselves extremely well to prevent ARK William Parker from having any real 

chances at goal. In attack we broke forward with pace and caused them problems at the 

back with some high pressure from impressive work rates in attack. As the game wore on, 

both teams were looking for the win and it took an excellent bit of skill from ARK William 

Parker to score the only goal of the game. The boys should be proud of their efforts, as on 

another day I’m sure the result could easily have gone in our favour. 
 

The Year 8 team travelled to unbeaten and area champions, Claverham. With the game 

being played on the 3G astro this ensured a fast pace to the match. Both teams had early 

chances but Claverham took the lead just before half time from a corner. Claverham started 

strong in the second half adding two quick fire goals. St Richard’s continued pushing 

forward and scored a goal from a good passing move. As St Richard’s strived to find 

equalising goals Claverham scored two late goals making the final score 5–1. Harris 

Thorogood-Swoffer, Arthur Karapetyan and Franz Cuison had excellent games in defeat. 
 

The Year 9 team travelled to play Bexhill Academy on their astro turf pitch. A solid 

organised display from all the players ensured a very tight game. Goalkeeper, Hamish 

Tallud, commanded his goal area with a polished performance. George Murphy showed his 

shooting prowess with three long range efforts. Even though both teams pushed for a 

winning goal, the game ended in a 0–0 draw. 
 

Year 10 played a strong well organised and undefeated Claremont team in the Hastings 

Area league. Played on a perfect surface, the game flowed from one end to the other. 

Superb defending from all the St Richard’s back four and goalkeeping ensured a close 

match. Even though Claremont went into the lead from a scrappy goal from a corner, this 

fired up the St Richard’s team who fought hard to try and get the goal back. James McAvoy, 
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Aaron Cook and Eric Caicedo Mejia led the way with some fantastic play but could not find 

an equalising goal, the team losing 1–0. 

The Year 10’s next game was an 8 goal thriller against Buckswood. The boys led the match 

twice and Reuben Kudjo scored a brace, one of which was a clear leader for the goal of the 

season. The ball bounced outside of the penalty area and as Reuben turned he struck a left 

foot volley that fired like an arrow into the far top left corner. A truly outrageous goal that 

left the district level Buckswood goalkeeper stranded on the spot. The work rate was 

immense from the St Richard’s players and Alex Heggie kept things as tight as possible at 

the back against a fast and powerful Buckswood forward line. Zak Prawanna and Eric 

Caicedo Mejia also scored with a couple of excellent finishes to sweeping St Richard’s 

moves. 
 

Cross Country 

16 boys and 16 girls from Years 7-11 represented St 

Richard’s in the Hasting Area Cross Country hosted in 

Battle. Our pupils were a credit to the school and gave 

everything across the tough course. Pupils were 

successful in several boys and girls events. The 

following pupils were top 5 finishers: 

Tom Davies - 2nd 

Sacha Millar - 4th 

Talia Cahill - 5th 

Erika Body - 3rd 
 

These were particularly impressive achievements 

considering there were around 50 pupils in each race. 
 

Inter-Schools Badminton Matches 

Members of the badminton club had some great games at the Inter Schools Badminton 

Tournament. Girls’ and boys’ teams in KS3 and KS4 took part and had some very good 

results. In the KS3 matches, both the girls’ and boys’ teams had close 3-2 wins in their 

first matches and narrowly lost their second matches 3-2. For the girls, Kirsty Head, Natalie 

Collinson, Ashlyn Thomas and Aurora Bonoan all won games. The boys team of Rhyan 

Paraoan, Austin Thomas, Axl Solliss and Euan Ras used all the skills and tactics they have 

developed over the last term and won some very exciting games. 
 

The KS4 matches were harder, with all our teams 

coming up against strong club and County players. 

However, all players performed very well and had some 

good games. A special mention must go to Hannah 

Chan who won her singles and doubles games against 

Claverham (partnering Zuleika Smyth in the doubles). 

Alicia Smith and Christina Thomas had the spectators 

on the edge of their seats in their doubles game where 

they narrowly lost 15-14. The match result was 3-2 and 

we lost by just one point. Well done to the girls on that 

result. The KS4 boys team of Alvin Manoj, David Munro, 

Liam Harrison and Alex Heggie played very well and 

kept going in the face of very strong opposition. They 

lost both their matches but the games were good to 

watch. With the prospect of a new sports hall with more 

badminton courts, all players will get more chances to 

play and improve and we hope for even better results in the next match. 
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GCSE Intervention night will depend on meetings – pupils will be informed each week. 

Please note this timetable will be updated as soon as the new sports hall is available 

for use. 
 

Sports Hall Update 

It is a very exciting time in PE with the Sports Hall getting very close to completion. If you 

have visited the college recently you will have seen that the structure is fully built from the 

outside. If the finishing touches go ahead without delay, we should be able to begin using 

the Sports Hall by mid-January 2019. The large indoor space features two heavy duty 

curtains that can split the Sports Hall into three teaching areas. This will be particularly 

useful in enhancing our PE provision during periods of poor weather. 
 

The Sports Hall will immediately host state of the art facilities such as: electronic basketball 

hoops, multi-use goals, trampolines and a projector. It is an extremely large and versatile 

space. The activities below are just some of the ways that pupils will immediately benefit 

from enhanced provision during PE curriculum/extra-curricular time. 

 Basketball 

 Handball 

 Netball 

 Volleyball 

 Badminton 

 Futsal 

 Trampolining 

 Table Tennis 

 Fitness 

 Aerobics 

 Indoor Athletics 

 Indoor Cricket 

 Indoor Rounders 
 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader of PE 
 

P.E. DEPARTMENT CLUBS/PRACTICES (JAN - FEB 2019) 

 
Before School 
(7:45-8:30am) 

Lunchtime Afterschool 1 Afterschool 2 

MONDAY 

 
TABLE TENNIS 
Mr Dallaway 

BADMINTON 

ALL YEARS 

BOYS & GIRLS 

GIRLS’ RUGBY 

ALL YEARS 

Mrs Harker/Miss Easton 

TUESDAY 

 
TABLE TENNIS 

Mr Bligh 
GCSE/BTEC SPORT 

Intervention Year 11 
 

WEDNESDAY 

 

 
BOYS’ RUGBY 

ALL YEARS 
Mr Bligh 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
ALL YEARS 

Mrs Harker/Miss Easton 

THURSDAY 

 
TABLE TENNIS 
Mr Dallaway 

 

FITNESS CLUB 
YEAR 10 & 11 GIRLS 

Miss Easton 

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL 

ALL YEARS 

Mrs Harker/Miss 
Easton 

 

FRIDAY 

 

 

BOYS’ FOOTBALL 

ALL YEARS 

Mr Dallaway/Mr Bligh 
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CERTIFICATE & PRIZE EVENING - Wednesday, 7th 
November 2018 

 

On Wednesday, 7th November, the community 

gathered together at the De La Warr Pavilion to 
celebrate the triumphs and successes of another 

excellent academic year. Current pupils, leavers, 
parents, staff, governors and invited guests enjoyed 

the opportunity to acknowledge the hard work of the 
entire school community, and to bid farewell to its 

former Year 11 pupils. Achievements across and 
outside of the curriculum were honoured, with over 

100 individuals and groups being awarded prizes 
throughout the evening.  
  

This year’s inspirational speaker, Glenn Fielder, had 

the audience in stunned silence as he told the story 

of his life. Having spoken to Year 9 last academic 
year, he was welcomed back to share his personal, 

painful and purifying experience of the power of 
forgiveness. Through his work with the charity, 

‘Breaking the Cycle’, he aims to inform and motivate 
young people towards non-violent conflict 

resolution. We were delighted that Glenn was able 
and willing to speak to our broader school 

community at Prize Evening this year. 
 

Glenn spoke of the unprovoked and violent attack he 
suffered as a young man which left him paralysed 

from the waist down. He very honestly spoke to the 
audience of his struggle over the coming years to 

come to terms with his new, wheelchair bound life, 

and paid homage to the dedication, love and support 
of his parents and later, his wife and children. 

However, his message did not stop there - he 
continued to outline the incredible difficulty he 

encountered within himself when he thought of the 
man responsible. He described how common it is for 

bitterness to take over in such a circumstance and 
cause inordinate pain to those already suffering. 

Incredibly, Glenn was able to make his own personal 
peace with his attacker and move on from this 

bitterness. His story was an inspiration to all 
present; we all left with an uplifting idea that 

forgiveness is a real, viable and possible way forward 
for all of us, whatever our circumstances.  
  

Head Girl, Rose Wood, offered the vote of thanks to 

Glenn for his motivational and powerful speech and 

articulately reiterated the effect of the speaker’s 
story upon the listeners. She highlighted how Glenn 

was “able to bring to us the essence of overcoming 
a disaster, showing perseverance for [his] recovery 

and being able to find peace through forgiveness” 
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Head Boy, William Brown, gave the final vote of thanks at the end of the evening, 

reminding us that, “like Glen, we need to look for the good in our lives, finding beauty 
even when it doesn’t go to plan, cherishing what we have instead of longing for what 

we don’t.” 
  

Following the speaker, the Principal, Miss Cronin, gave a report on the achievements 
and events of the past academic year, thanking all the staff who inspire and challenge 

the pupils to get involved. As always, she was delighted to be able to list a huge range 
of varied achievements:  
 

“I am always really proud of the pupils’ response to fundraising and the past academic 

year was no exception with over £24,000 being raised for our local, national and global 

community.  In total, the pupils donated funds to 26 different charities.” 
 

A notable fundraising endeavour was praised highly - the secret postcard auction in 
memory of former pupil Sophie Taylor, organised by Ms Pennington, art teacher at St 

Richard’s:  
 

“The most significant fundraising event of the year raising over £12,500 was Sophie’s 
Secret Postcard Auction organised by Art teacher, Miss Pennington, in memory of Year 

8 pupil, Sophie Taylor, who sadly died in April 2017.  It was wonderful to see nearly 
600 postcards being entered for the Auction with entries from school pupils, parents, 

friends of the school, Art Groups around Sussex, complete strangers including artists 
from as far afield as Kosovo and Australia and, of course, a real honour to be able to 

auction donations from Quentin Blake and the illustrator of the first Harry Potter book. 
It was an extraordinary community event which captured the hearts of so many who 

wanted to support the work of the Royal Marsden as well as provide a work of love in 
Sophie's memory.  We will, in fact, be presenting a cheque to the Royal Marsden Cancer 

Charity at the end of November, and including other sponsored events in memory of 

Sophie this past year, £14,775 will be donated. A fantastic achievement.” 
 

After a lengthy list of the year’s successes, including sporting, charitable, performing, 
spiritual and academic endeavours, Miss Cronin finished by reminding our Year 11 

leavers of our pride in their achievements; that they are always welcome in the school 
community, and that their hard work and determination will lead to some incredible 

experiences. We wish them well as they begin the next stage of life’s journey. 
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Be St Richard’s - Rewards 
A big thank you to Dale Saunders Limited who donated Term 1 prizes, badges and certificates. The pupils 
were very grateful.  

Tel: 01424 211 821  
Web: dalesaundersltd.co.uk 

 

 
 
Well done to the pupils who 
received Resilience and 
Ambassador Awards for Term 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done to the following pupils who received 100+ Achievement Points during term 1. 
 
Well done to Ciara Chicken Year 10 
and Dilys Cornford, Year 11 who both 
won £20 Amazon vouchers in the 
rewards raffle.  
 
Keep working hard to collect your 
achievement points. The Rewards 
Assembly for Term 2 will take place in 
the New Year! I look forward to 
seeing lots of pupils involved! 
 

If you would like to sponsor our school rewards in the future please contact mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com  
 
Mr J. Campbell 
Assistant Principal (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
  

Leon Williams 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2018/2019 (as at December 2018) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

Advent Service Tuesday, 18th December (7:00pm) 
End of Term 2 Wednesday, 19th December (1.15pm finish) 
 

First Day of Term Three for staff Friday, 4th January 2019 
First Day of Term Three for pupils Monday, 7th January 2019 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 10th January (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 16th January (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 17th January (6:15pm) 
Year 9 Curriculum Evening Wednesday, 23rd January (6:00pm-8:00pm) 
Careers Fayre (in the school gym) Thursday, 7th February (2:00pm-4:00pm) 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 7th February (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 3 Friday, 15th February 
 

First Day of Term Four for pupils Monday, 25th February 2019 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th March (9:15am) 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 14th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 21st March (6:15pm) 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 28th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 4 (Easter Services for pupils) Friday, 5th April 
 

First Day of Term Five for pupils Tuesday, 23rd April 2019 
PTFA meeting Tuesday, 23rd April (7:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 1st May (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 2nd May (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 23rd May (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 5 Friday, 24th May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 3rd June 2019 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 12th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 13th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening for Sept. 2019 admissions Wednesday, 19th June (7:00pm) 
INSET DAY Monday, 24th June 
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 29th June 
BLOCK Day 1 Thursday, 4th July 
BLOCK Day 2 Friday, 5th July 
Summer Production 9th, 11th and 12th July (evening performances) 
Sports Day Wednesday, 10th July 
End of Term 6 Friday, 19th July  
 

Early Closure on Wednesday, 19th December 
 

There will be an early closure on Wednesday, 19th December when the pupils 
will be dismissed at 1.15pm. Please ensure that you have completed the Google 
Form sent out with the newsletter to give your son/daughter permission to leave 
early or contact their Form Tutor.  
Transport arrangements for pupils using public transport are as follows: 
 Trains to Hastings depart at 1.30pm and 1.42pm. 
 Trains to Eastbourne depart at 1.33pm and 1.47pm. 
 The 357 and 359 buses will leave from outside school at 3.20pm as normal.   
 

Hailsham bus (98) departs 1.05pm from Bexhill Station (please note that this bus will not be diverted to 
pick up from Dorset Road). All pupils who catch the 98 bus past Sidley should sign out with Mrs Jones at 
12.50pm and make their way to the station bus stop. Pupils travelling on the 98 bus only as far as Sidley 
should catch the 1.45pm bus from the station. 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. You will be reminded via 

email. If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter then please email your details to 

Mrs Klein (mrskleink@strichardscc.com), indicating whether you would prefer an A4 or A5 edition. 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

