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Newsletter No. 2 – October 2018 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

As Term One draws to a close, I am pleased to report that it has been a happy and successful term.  
 

There has been strong support of our Curriculum Evenings for all year groups; the Revision Evening 
presentation by Educational Consultant, Michele Miller, was really well-received; our Roadshows to the feeder 
primary schools were popular and Open Evening was a great success. Pupils and staff excelled themselves 
in sharing the teaching and learning that goes on at St Richard’s and many a visitor commented on the 
enthusiasm, welcome and high standards they witnessed. It felt like a real celebration of school life and I am 
grateful to all the staff, and to the pupils who volunteered to act as Ambassadors for the evening. A particular 
well done needs to go to Year 7 pupils, Florence Garvey and Nico Luscombe who delivered speeches on their 
first few weeks in secondary school and to Head Boy, William Brown, and Head Girl, Rose Wood, who 
delivered inspirational speeches on school life at the Roadshows. I was really proud of all our speakers and 
members of the Senior Team: Deshan Sureshan, Ashlin Davidson, Oskar Lockyer, Loralie Yeates and Duncan 
Norris who came to the Roadshows to speak to pupils and parents.  
 

Year Seven appear to be settling in really well and adjusting to the new challenges as well as different routines. 
Years 8-11 have settled to their studies and are getting to grips with EduLink and the new rewards system. 
Please encourage your child to participate fully in school life by joining clubs or volunteering for a leadership 
position. Building character is at the heart of all we do. Materials related to the Curriculum, the Curriculum 
Evenings and the Revision Evening are on the website and are one of the many ways that you can support 
your child to make strong progress. 
 

Activities this term have included: DofE final assessed expedition, DofE practice expedition, science trips to 
Greenwich and University of Sussex; a maths challenge day at Sussex University; Geography fieldwork; 
Football for Peace at Brighton University; Leadership training; a trip to Brighton to see Private Peaceful; beach 
visits; swimming gala; sports competitions and a range of poetry/reading competitions. Still to come is the Year 
8/9 trip to Barcelona, the art trip to Brighton University, Cambridge University talk and the Year 7 Induction 
Mass. 
 

I am pleased to report that the 22ft beams for the structure of the sports hall have now arrived so more activity 
is evident on the field this week. The Architects assure me that we are still on schedule for a December 
completion date. Can I thank those parents who have donated towards equipment and pay tribute to Year 10 
pupil, Madeleine Baszczak, who organised a cycle ride in the summer holiday raising £1000 for equipment for 
the sports hall. Donations/sponsorship are still needed so if you are able to help please let Mr Dallaway or I 
know. All proceeds from next Friday’s mufti day will go towards equipment for the sports hall. 
 

Amidst the joy of this term I do have some sad news to report. Many of you will be aware that Mrs Midghall, 
Subject Leader of English, had a tumour removed in August 2017. Whilst she has tried to return to work she 
has had to admit defeat and accept early retirement on the grounds of ill health. Mrs Midghall has been a 
wonderful teacher and Subject Leader inspiring thousands of children over her 32 year career, 14 of them in 
St Richard’s. Always smiling and extremely enthusiastic, pupils loved her style of teaching and achieved 
wonderful results under her care and guidance. She was certainly one of the pupils’ favourite teachers. Her 
retirement is a great loss to the school community, but I know she will stay in touch and visit as often as she 
can. Rest assured that her leadership role is being covered admirably by Mrs Wood. 

 

Finally, can I wish you and your family a really happy, restful holiday. Thank you very much for all your support 
this term. The staff and I look forward to the return of pupils on Monday, 29th October, refreshed and ready for 
the challenges and opportunities of Term 2.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Principal 
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Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

I was never very good at learning poetry at school, but one snippet I do remember 

is “Seasons of mist and mellow fruitfulness; close bosom friend of the maturing sun.” 

Of course it is from ‘To Autumn,’ by Keats and I don’t actually remember the rest 

of the poem. I love autumn with its rich colours, bright frosty mornings and as the 

nights draw in, the ability to justify snuggling up with a good book. In these days of 

multiple electronic distractions, instant answers and TV box sets it is all too easy to 

overlook books - both fiction and non-fiction. 
 

We all lead busy lives: parents with work and young people with homework but how about an 

autumn resolution to find a book to read for pleasure before Christmas? You could get it from the 

library, a charity shop, swap with a friend, or find that book you’ve squirrelled away to read when 

you have time. You could even download one to an e-reader! Happy reading. God bless. 
 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

As we come to the end of a very busy and exciting term for Year Seven, I would 

like to thank all parents/carers for their support. Year Seven have made a fantastic 

start to life at St Richard’s and are getting to grips with the demands of life at 

secondary school. Their energy and willingness to get involved is excellent. This 

was especially clear to see on Open Evening last week. I lost count of all the pupils 

representing their new school and they made me very proud. A special well done 

and thank you must go to Florence Garvey (7R) and Nico Luscombe (7R) who 

delivered a speech on how their first weeks at St Richard’s have been to nearly 

600 people! 
 

Assessment/Targets: The Year group have been given their targets for 

this academic year. Assessment at primary school, on the whole, refers 

to age-related expectations and then pass/fail at SATs. At secondary 

schools this is different. The aspirational targets are linked to their prior 

attainment (KS2 SATs) and are a number or score. As you can see from 

the diagram each pupil should make at least one step up each year. 

This flight plan will link into their GCSE targets in Years 10 and 11. We 

distribute reports, profiles (tracker sheets) and hold parent evenings to 

keep you informed of your child’s progress. Please remember to use 

EduLink for daily updates. Listed below are the information/parents’ 

evenings. Please feel free to contact the relevant subject teacher if 

you have a question or concern. 

Settling-in Report (November), Parents’ Evening (November), Profiles (December), Profiles 

(Beginning of April), Full Report (End of April), Parents’ Evening (May) and Profiles (July). 
 

Travelling to and from school: This term we have placed a great deal of emphasis on ensuring your 

son/daughter is aware of the risky behaviour travelling to and from school. Last week, a theatre 

group ‘Streetwise’ delivered a performance about road safety and the British Transport Police spoke 

about staying safe and what to do if you feel unsafe on public transport. Sadly, these messages are 

still not being heard or acted upon by a minority, who are letting the school down. It is really sad 

when I have to deal with silly or dangerous behaviour travelling to or from school. There can be no 

excuses for this type of behaviour and parents will be asked to change their child’s mode of 

transport to and from school or accompany them if he/she cannot behave. I ask for your support 

here. 
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs: All pupils should have received the club list for Term 1, via EduLink. A new 

one will be ready for the start of Term 2. It has been amazing to see all those who have become 

involved. Well done! If your child hasn’t attended a club, I would urge you to look at the list together. 

St Richard’s is much more than just lessons and the contribution to college life not only has its own 

rewards and chance to make new friends, but allows the pupils to experience activities they might 

not have done before. Remember all clubs are free! 
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Homework: I am really pleased with the pupils who have settled into good routines and completed 

excellent pieces of homework on time. A reminder that each piece of homework should take no 

longer than 30 minutes and that if you have any questions about homework please contact the 

subject teacher. We have two homework clubs available (again no fee) that run Monday-Thursday. 

The first is Prep Club which is located in ‘C’ ICT (next to the boys’ changing room) and starts at 3:15 

and finishes at 5:00pm. This is supported by staff and computers and printers are available. Prep 

Club Plus is also Monday-Thursday 3:15-4:15pm and this is aimed at pupils who have additional 

needs. This is supported by members of the SEN department. 
 

School Dinners: I have been informed by our cook that all issues around ParentPay have now been 

resolved. I can only apologise on behalf of Chartwells for the poor service you experienced. If you 

do have any issues with ParentPay my advice is to contact them directly. The contact details are 

01435 865 310 or email information@chartwells.co.uk. Parents found this method much quicker to 

get a response and resolution. Another issue that I have spoken to Year Seven about is what to do 

if they have forgotten their dinner money. If parents/carers could remind them that all they need 

to do is ask a member of staff on duty or myself and they can be lent dinner money. Alternatively, 

if they go to Reception, Mrs Hollands will lend money and record their names.  
 

Induction Mass: All pupils have been given a letter about the Induction Mass (18th October) and I 

hope to see everyone there. This is an important Mass and a blessing on their journey through St 

Richard’s. Please can you ensure that letters are returned with numbers attending. At the end of 

the Mass there will be refreshments served by the PTFA and you will get an opportunity to meet 

other parents in Year Seven. I would like to thank the PTFA in advance for this. 
 

Mobile Phones: Can I remind parents that mobile phones are not allowed at St Richard’s without 

the permission of Miss Cronin. I have spent a 

considerable amount of time this term talking to pupils 

about this issue and dealing with phones that have 

gone off in lessons or been lost. Phones will be 

confiscated, consequences issued and, in line with our 

policy, only returned to a parent/carer. Thank you to all 

parents in supporting this. St Richard’s is a mobile free 

zone. 
 

Attendance: Please see the table (right) showing 

attendance for Year 7 for the first four weeks of term. 

Well done to 7I for 100% attendance so far. 
 

Finally, can I say how proud you should be of your 

son/daughter as they are already showing the rest of 

the school why I think they are the best year group in 

the college! 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

 

I am very pleased with how Year 8 have begun the new academic year. They seem 

to be enthusiastic, willing to be involved, and cheerful. Many are struggling with the 

challenges of an increased workload, adolescence and changing friendship 

groups, and I have been impressed with how the majority have met these challenges 

with maturity. I hope they will continue to show resilience and positivity in the face of 

adversity. It is at times like these that pupils grow and learn about themselves, and 

show me what they are made of! We ask a lot of our pupils, and consequently we 

get a lot out of them.  
 

When pupils begin to find things difficult, I believe good habits will help them to cope with the 

demands of homework and extra-curricular activities. Please encourage your child to create good 

study habits now by providing them with space to work, sticking to particular homework times in the 

evening, and removing distractions such as phones, tablets and computers. Habits are invaluable 

for long term success and help to foster an attitude of independence; however, children need 

constant support in maintaining them.  

mailto:information@chartwells.co.uk
mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
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Carpe Diem: This term, 8H did a magnificent assembly on the theme of Carpe Diem (seize the day). 

The message was that pupils should not let opportunities pass them by, and should not live with 

regret, wishing they had done something differently. It was a terrific performance from the whole 

form, and both staff and pupils were impressed by the effort that had clearly gone into preparing 

the drama, the music, the videos and the PowerPoint that were used. I look forward to seeing what 

the other forms come up with!  
 

PSHEe: Learning activities began this year with pupils considering ’50 things A Teenager Should Do 

Before Reaching 20’. Please check and see if they can iron their clothes, understand what a 

mortgage is and have a basic understanding of electrical wiring! Pupils also considered areas 

around ‘Emotional Well-being’ including: motivation, stress and self-image. During the next term, 

pupils will work on ‘Positive Friendships and Anti-Bullying’. These topics are vital for Year 8 pupils to 

explore and discuss as they are learning more about themselves and their influence and effect on 

each other. 
 

WiSE Assembly: Pupils were fortunate enough to see a presentation from WiSE, an organisation that 

educates young people about being safe in their relationships. The focus of the presentation was 

on remaining safe when talking online and when messaging others. It took a serious look at the 

potential consequences of sending and sharing inappropriate messages and images, and 

highlighted the very harmful impact this can go on to have on young people’s lives. Although the 

Year 8 pupils may seem young, it is vital that our young 

people receive this type of input so that they know how 

to protect themselves and keep themselves safe. Please 

talk to your children about the presentation and be 

vigilant around their use of social media and messaging 

apps.  
 

Extra-curricular Clubs: Please take time to ensure that 

pupils are making the most of the array of extra-

curricular activities, clubs and sports that are on offer. 

Encourage your children to check the activities board in 

the main corridor and give something new a go!  
 

Attendance: Please see the table (right) showing 

attendance for Year 8 for the first four weeks of term. 

Well done to 8R for 99.26% attendance so far. 
 

Mr Steele, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

I am very pleased to say that Year 9 have shown themselves to be a vibrant, 

enthusiastic and happy year group. These qualities were evident during Open 

Evening as numerous pupils from Year 9 helped us to promote and celebrate the 

school. Our tagline for the year is ‘to be the example.’ In assembly the pupils have 

been introduced to our Year 9 values: honesty, integrity, resilience, ambition, 

curiosity, reflectiveness, engagement, compassion, consideration and 

determination. If the pupils in Year 9 can live by these values, I believe they will be 

able to deal with the numerous challenges facing adolescent pupils. 
  

In addition to this, work will become more difficult as Year 9 progresses. The pupils 

need to appreciate that FAILing is the First Attempt In Learning and that they will struggle at times. 

However, this is positive as this is how we learn. Please constantly encourage your child to be 

resourceful; review their work; only submit high quality work and to use any recommended 

resources. Please also urge your child to engage with the extensive programme of extra-curricular 

activities offered at St Richard’s, whilst helping them to stay organised as they manage their 

workload. 
 

PSHEe: The PSHEe schedule has started with Citizenship. The pupils have been learning about human 

rights, laws, identity, diversity, common values and breaking down stereotypes. During the next term 

pupils will be learning about parliament, emotional health and well-being and they will also be 

mailto:mrsteelej@strichardscc.com
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revisiting anti-bullying during anti-bullying week. These topics are vital for Year 9 pupils as they 

continue to learn about themselves and the world they are growing up in. 
 

Charity Events and Socials: Charity Ambassadors were chosen by each form and are responsible 

for driving each form’s charity fundraising activity this year. Please do have a conversation with your 

child and see how creative he/she can be. There will also be whole year group socials which will 

contribute to our chosen charities. Following pupil voice, pupils will be allowed to vote for next term’s 

social and charity event, this will go out via a Google Form. Next term also brings in the Mustard 

Seed Relief Mission annual charity event ‘Love in a Box’. Last year, 8O (now 9O) produced the most 

boxes and raised the most amount of money. However, Year 7 were the most successful year group. 

I would really like Year 9 to take this title and make a huge difference to a lot of lives. 
 

Homework: I would like to encourage all parents/carers to check ‘EduLink’ at home. Homework 

expectations do increase in Year 9 and some pupils may 

need a little push to ensure that they are organised, 

punctual and submitting their best efforts. Please also 

check ‘EduLink’ to track your child’s achievement points 

and behaviour points. These achievement points will result 

in certificates and phone calls home as well as rewards.  
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs: Please take time to ensure that 

pupils are making the most of the range of extra-curricular 

activities, clubs and sports that are on offer. Encourage 

your children to check the activities board in the main 

corridor and give something new a go! 
 

Attendance: Please see the table (right) showing 

attendance for Year 9 for the first four weeks of term. Well 

done to 9H for 98.23% attendance so far. 
 

Mr Holloway, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

Rewards: Throughout Year 10, pupils are collecting ‘achievement points’ which you 

have been notified of by EduLink. I am really pleased to highlight some exceptional 

performances from Hannah Woodall, Dayton Campbell, Ciara Chicken, Naomi Britt, 

Annabelle Goldsmith,,Ryan Segal, Ben Phelps, Filip Mysliwiec, William Holland and 

Daniel Hampton. 
 

PSHEe: Year 10 have been focussing on some crucial topics in PSHEe this term looking 

at relationships through the Baby Borrowers documentary. They have been 

investigating what makes for a positive relationship, and the pressures around and 

being ready for sex. Pupils will be continuing to work on relationships and sex 

education into Term 2 as well as having visits from external speaker, Penny Beale, on domestic 

violence. Parents can find out more about this by accessing Penny’s website: 

http://www.pennybealememorialfund.org/  
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have been lucky enough to have had very informative 

assemblies performed by their peers. The topic of Determination was 

delivered by 10H. The assembly was extremely informative and well 

received by the year group. The pupils have also had assemblies on The 

Crest, the sacrament of Confirmation and where they can take instruction 

and Resilience.  
 

Form Services: 10F and 10R combined forces 

for a beautiful form service on the theme of 

Resilience and offered their prayers and 

intentions for a successful new beginning to 

the challenges of the Upper School. 
 

Open Evening: It was a real pleasure to see so many Year 10 pupils 

helping out at Open Evening demonstrating their leadership qualities 

mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
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and their desire to become leaders in the school through gaining Prefect status at the end of the 

academic year. Well done to all who came along and supported the school community. 
  

Extra-Curricular activities: There are plenty of extra-curricular clubs and activities for Year 10 pupils 

to get involved in at lunch time and after school. Please encourage your child to attend at least 

one club per term. A reminder that Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week afterschool, 

Monday to Thursday, to further support pupils with their homework. Homework should be taking a 

minimum of 45 minutes per piece in Year 10. 
 

Fundraising/Social Events: We have some exciting fundraising 

and social events planned for the future which the Form 

Captains and myself will be publicising to the year group once 

confirmed. We will be supporting the Foodbank Advent 

Calendar once again and the Love in a Box campaign in 

Term 2 so make sure you are saving your spare shoe boxes!  
 

Attendance: Attendance is a real focus this year and pupils 

and staff are working hard to reduce the number of days off 

pupils are accumulating. Please ensure that you are sending 

your child into school, and when absent that evidence is 

collated and sent into school. 
 

Many thanks in anticipation for your continued support, and 

wishing you an enjoyable, peaceful October break. 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 10 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

Year 11 are working hard and contributing positively to the college. The Prefects 

have been exceptional this year, ensuring that the younger pupils have been 

supported in settling into school. Prefect training this term went really well with 95% 

attendance. The Prefects took part in three main activities where we discussed the 

role of Prefect, how to handle difficult situations and what makes an effective 

leader. This was accompanied by a delicious take-away pizza which was enjoyed 

by all. Of particular note I must commend: Rose Wood, William Brown, Trinity Funnell, 

Joseph Neilan, Eleanne Robinson, Tomasz Bocon and Ashlin Davidson for their 

outstanding attitude and commitment to the role of Prefect in school and on public 

transport. I am very pleased also to have posted 8 postcards home rewarding Year 11 pupils this 

term. EduLink reflects a lot of praise for pupils in lessons and around school in general. I urge pupils 

who wish to be Prefects to apply for the status by 19th October.      
 

Charity: 11U held their first charity event of the year on 

Friday, 14th September with a very successful cake sale. 

Form members worked hard to organise, set up and run 

the event which was generously supported. A fantastic 

sum of £120 was raised! Well done 11U and thank you to 

all those who supported.  
 

Deshan Sureshan of 11F amazed friends and staff alike 

when he kept silent for the whole of Monday, 1st October 

in order to raise money for Cancer Research. He is 

currently collecting and counting the money raised which 

will be in excess of £150. Great effort, Deshan! 
                                                                                                           

Parents’ Revision Evening: The Year 11 parents’ Revision Evening was well attended and received 

on Thursday, 4th October. This has been very highly rated by parents over the last few years and 

has proved an invaluable insight into how revision works for the individual. 
  

Mock Examinations: The mock examinations take place between 20th and 29th November. These 

provide an important indicator of your child’s progress and represent a key milestone in preparation 

for the summer examinations. Year 11 pupils should begin revision during the October holiday and 

spend some time every evening revising material for the examinations. From 13th November, all 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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homework will be suspended except for revision tasks and most subjects will have revision lessons 

from the week beginning 5th November. The mock examination timetable will be issued at the start 

of Term 2. Please note that some examinations may run past the end of the normal school day and 

pupils will need to make alternative travel arrangements. 
  

Further Education: Term 2 sees the majority of Further Education colleges offering Open Evenings for 

young people and their parents. We strongly recommend that you attend several of these in order 

to get a flavour of the Local Area Offer. All of the main providers and several of the minor ones 

have given presentations in school to Year 11. Applications should be made directly to minor, 

private and out of area providers. Applications to the main providers (Sussex Downs, Sussex Coast 

and Bexhill College) should be made via UCAS. All applications need to be in by 1st December to 

ensure that St Richard’s pupils are amongst the first for interviews and college offers. Pupils are 

working hard on their UCAS application forms at school but should also be supported in this process 

at home. Please contact me if you need further help or were unable to attend the Revision evening 

on 4th October. 
  

PSHEe: Year 11 PSHEe in Term 2 will involve a road safety presentation, stressing the hazards to 

people in their mid-teens. The drama is hard hitting but promotes an important safety message. The 

pupils will also be completing their UCAS applications and then covering revision techniques in 

preparation for the mock examinations. 
  

GCSE Pod and Google Drive: All pupils can access GCSE Pod. They can do so simply by signing in 

to our VLE on the website and accessing it from the Apps button. There is a wealth of support here 

which pupils can download to iPads or computers or even their smart phones. Listen or watch them 

together. Ask your child questions afterwards. What are they still unsure of? Ask them to write it down 

and bring it in to their teachers or Teaching Assistants. 
  

Teachers have also been uploading revision and support materials onto Google Drive. It is easy to 

access. Click on the Drive button on the dashboard. You will then see the various apps for this drive. 

Click on My Drive or Shared With Me to access all the revision support. This will be regularly added 

to over the next few months in the Year 11 Revision folder. 
  

Exams: Important exam information can be found on the 

website. Please can all pupils, parents and carers familiarise 

themselves with all necessary documentation. It can be 

found at the following link: 

https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-

college/exam-success-and-information/ 

The final GCSE timetable can also be found here, but 

please note that JCQ have a Contingency Day for GCSE 

and/or GCE examinations on Wednesday, 26th June 2019 

should sustained national or local disruption arise during the 

June 2019 examination series. 
 

Attendance: Please see the table (right) showing 

attendance for Year 11 for the first four weeks of term. Well 

done to 11H for 98.01% attendance so far. 

 

If you need my help or wish to discuss any issue, please contact me via the school number or my 

email address. 
 

Mr Doherty, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
The PTFA will send out its own newsletter regularly via EduLink. 

 

Key Events: 
 Year 7 and 8 Disco this Friday (12th October) – 7.00-9.00pm. Tickets available from Mr Steele 

and Mr Bligh. 
 Next meeting is on Monday, 29th October at 7.00pm in the Staff Room. 

 

Thanks to the PTFA team for providing refreshments at Open Evening to visitors and staff. 

https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/exam-success-and-information/
https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/exam-success-and-information/
mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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Special Educational Needs 
 

Pupil Snapshots 
Parents/carers of all pupils on the school's SEN Register will have received this 
month the Parent View form for the Pupil Snapshot. The Snapshot will include 
current information on the pupil on one page for staff's day-to-day use and, because 
it will be updated three times per school year, updated frequently to be as useful as 
possible to pupils and parents/carers. The first Pupil Snapshots will be sent home 

during November 2018. 
 

SEN Clubs 
I would like to take the opportunity to remind pupils and parents/carers of our SEN lunchtime and 
after-school clubs. 
 

Lego and Games Club  
At lunchtime we offer a Lego and Games Club, which takes place in A3. This is on every day for all 
of lunch, and is a quiet space for pupils to come to and play games, read and chat. The club is 
supervised by a TA. 
 

Prep Club and Prep Club Plus 
After school, we offer homework clubs which are supervised by Ms Hubbard (Prep Club) and Mr 
Nuckhir with another TA Co-ordinator (Prep Club Plus). These provide a space with computer 
access where homework can be completed before leaving school for the day. Prep Club Plus is for 
SEN registered pupils who would like more support with their homework. There is no need to sign 
up, and pupils may stay for as long as they need to within the times below: 

 Prep Club: CICT, 3:15-5:00pm Monday-Thursday 

 Prep Club Plus: BICT, 3:15-4:15pm Monday-Thursday 
 

SENCo drop-in: Wednesday, 17th October, 2018 
The first SENCo drop-in of the year will take place on Wednesday, 17th October from 3.30pm-
5.00pm in the Library. The SENCo drop-in 
is an informal opportunity to discuss your 
child and to meet with me and the Teaching 
Assistant Co-ordinator team. All parents 
and carers of pupils with SEN are 
welcome. 
 

Wishing you a happy, healthy and 
successful term. 
 

Mr Smith and the SEN team 

RED BOX PROJECT 
 
The Yorkshire Building Society in 
Bexhill are taking part in the Red Box 
Project, which aims to ensure that no 
young woman misses school because 
she has her period.  
 
They are collecting sanitary products 
for young girls in local schools, 
including St Richard’s. Anyone can 
donate by visiting The Yorkshire 
Building Society in Devonshire Square 
– they will be collecting until the end of 
October.  
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Congratulations to…  
Madeleine Baszczak, Year 10, did a sponsored bike ride over the summer, completing 25km every day for a 
week. She completed 175km in total during the hot spell so it was quite a challenge. She wanted to do this 
to raise money for the new sports hall and has managed to raise £1000. This was a combination of a “Go 
fund me” page, friends and family donations and very kind staff donations too. 
 

William Roser, Year 8, gained his RYA 1 for Sailing and Joseph Roser, Year 9, gained his RYA 2 for Sailing 
during the summer. Joseph is also a Student Teacher for Barbarians Swimming Club and a Patrol Leader at 
7th Hastings Scouts. William also plays for Robertsbridge Football Club, is a member of Barbarians Swimming 
Club and a Scout with 7th Hastings. 
 

Evie Dawes, Year 8, recently qualified for the TDCI Championships in Blackpool in Modern and Tap dance. 
The championships take place in January.  
 

Prep Club & Prep Club Plus 
Need somewhere quiet to complete homework? Why not come to Prep Club one or two nights a 

week? 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather than at 

home. 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available as well 

as plenty of books! 

 
 

Pupil Premium 
What is Pupil Premium funding? 
The Pupil Premium is a sum of money given to schools each year by the Government to improve the attainment of 
disadvantaged children. It is intended to directly benefit the children who are eligible, helping to narrow the gap in 
achievement between them and their classmates. The Government believe this is the best way of tackling the 
inequalities between disadvantaged pupils and their peers. 
Schools are given a pupil premium for: 

● Children who have qualified for free school meals at any point in the past six years. The school receives £1300 
for each of these children. 

● Children who have been looked after under Local Authority care for more than one day, or children of parents 
who are of service personnel. These children are awarded a premium of up to £1900. 

At St Richard’s Catholic College, approximately 16% of our current intake receive Pupil Premium Funding. 
 

Should I apply for Free School Meals? 
We would encourage any eligible parents/carers to apply for free school meals as it not only provides the pupil with a 
lunch, but also helps the school to fund additional support for individual learners. This can be in the form of additional 
curriculum activities or targeted support. If you are unsure about your eligibility, please head back to the Pupil 
Premium page of the website for the criteria or contact the school for further information.  
 

Is there a stigma attached to receiving a free school lunch? 
The use of cashless catering in our canteen ensures complete discretion and confidentiality for pupils who are in 
receipt of free school meals. 
 

How do I apply for Free School Meals? 
You apply through the East Sussex Website at this link: 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/ 
 
You will need to scroll down the page and find the section which is hyperlinked and reads as per below: 
You can apply online for free school meals by clicking on the following link: 
Online application for free school meals – external website 

 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/
https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx
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What does this funding mean for my child? 

This is the package of support that is available to our pupils who access Free School Meal funding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Four Court Sports Hall News 
 

ADD UPDATE 

  

Intensive tracking -  

Tracking of pupils to 

ensure equivalent or 

better progress is 

made academically 

with access to 

support identified 

and delivered 

promptly. 

Literacy support -  

Literacy is at the heart of 

making good progress. We 

run intensive support 

packages for pupils who 

struggle in this area such as 

Sound Training 

Smaller teaching groups -  

Research shows that quality 

first teaching is significant in 

enabling pupils to make 

better progress. 

Support staff - 

Extra careers guidance is 

provided.  A Pastoral 

Teaching Assistant improves 

links with home and school. 

Resources -  

Revision guides, text 

books, Library books, 

art equipment are 

examples of 

resources provided by 

the college for PP 

pupils. 

Exam preparation and 

Revision classes - 

Revision sessions for Year 

10 and Year 11 pupils are 

available in the mornings, 

after school, on Saturdays 

and during holidays. 

1:1 tuition - 

Pupils receive extra help in English and 

maths. There are also staff running very 

small groups in many subjects 

supporting pupils who are in need of 

extra intensive guidance to make 

progress. 

 

Uniform and other help -  

Pupils who have financial 

difficulties are given 

support which helps 

remove barriers to 

learning. 

Prep Club/Prep Club Plus -  

Pupils can use ICT 

equipment and do personal 

study after school in a 

supportive and safe 

environment with members 

of staff to support. 

 Trips -  

For some 

academic extra-

curricular trips, 

pupils can access a 

reduction in cost. 

Behaviour support -  

Behaviour intervention 

helps close gaps in 

results by removing 

barriers to learning. 

 

 

 

Please also see the Pupil Premium strategy on the college website: 

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/ . 

 

To view eligibility for free school meals and a link to the application please go to the following 

website: https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/  

Counsellor -  

A part time counsellor is 

employed to work with 

vulnerable individuals or those 

struggling to cope at varying 

times. 

Alternative provision –  

Pupils who would benefit 

from alternative provision 

attend local and alternative 

learning environments with 

any equipment or materials 

required provided. 
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Anti-Bullying News 
Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have had their first termly 
meeting and plans are underway for National Anti-Bullying 
Week along with an ongoing weekly drop-in for support 
and advice. Form representatives from Years 8, 9 and 10 
attended. We are currently looking for representatives 
from Year 7 form groups to join the team. 
 

Role of the Anti-Bullying Ambassador 
1. Someone who is passionate about stopping bullying 

and works to stop it by promoting kindness and 
telling people where they can go if they’re being 
bullied. 

2. Someone who cares about others and keeps an eye 
out for their peers/classmates/friends. 

3. Friendly, approachable and willing to listen to others’ 
problems and provide support to them. 

4. Someone who actively works to show people that 
bullying is uncool and who promotes kindness. 

5. Prepared to attend a termly meeting to speak on 
behalf of their form around issues linked to 
friendship and bullying.  

6. Help at the weekly friendship and anti-bullying drop-
in at least once a term. 
 

If you are interested in joining the team please see Mrs 
Hills in A7 or email 
mrshillsa@strichardscc.com  
 

Our Senior Anti Bullying Ambassadors: 

   

 
 
 
 
 
  

Mrs Hills in A7 

mailto:mrshillsa@strichardscc.com
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Pupil Leadership 
 

School Council: Our new school councillors have been elected and completed their training. 

We held our first meeting of the year on Tuesday, 9th October where pupils had the opportunity to 
voice concerns, ideas and opportunities for the school during the coming year. 
 

Year 7: Ruvarashe Nyamayevhu, Joseph Edwards, Chelsey Webster, Henry Richardson, Liliana 
Kuprowska, Alysia Matthews, Felix Reji-John, Florence Garvey, Scarlett Hewitson, Noah Kamangala, 
Lily Holloway, Veronia Francis, Tom Kehoe, Miguel Lopez Ferreira and Megan Swisho.  
Year 8: Charlie Tanner, Maisie Elliott, Harry Fletcher, Grace Gillen, Leo Jones, Daisy Stevens, Alesha 
Roberio, Melissa Bromley, Ewan Hoyle and Sam Skilton. 
Year 9: Arthur Pepper, Luke Griffin, Astrid Morewood, Vanz Labitad, Martha Ford, Frieya Biju 
Ampalathattil, Gabrielle Ward, Luca Hale-Stretton, Alexander Voss, Maisie Nevey, Bellza Moore, Eliza 
Brown, Alex Long and Nayram Alorwu.  
Year 10: Luciano Salas, Emma Roper, Joe Baszczak, Naomi Britt, Janier Rogan, Millie White, 
Isabella East, Grace McMillan, 
Hannah Walker, Mia Sabu, Lea 
Lansley and Maddie Baszczak. 
Year 11: Elizabeth Orden, 
William Brown, Clementina 
Kaleher, Imeldah Ambetsa, 
Joseph Castle, Joseph Neilan, 
Aaron Davis, Raffael Manfredi, 
Georgina Cockett, Andrea De 
Freitas-Rodriguez, Anthony 
Black, Ashlin Davidson, Scarlett 
Chalk, Eleanne Robinson and 
Tom Bocon. 
 

 East Sussex Youth Cabinet: The election for this year’s East Sussex Youth Cabinet is 

coming up. This gives pupils the opportunity to represent the school at County level. Pupils will be 
asked to elect candidates from the college to represent them. Although typically only allocated one 
place, last year we were able to elect two members. India-Cleo Stevens (Year 10) and Alex Long 
(Year 9) who represented us proudly over the year. Alex is planning to stand for re-election again 
this year and I am hopeful that there will be some healthy competition for this very prestigious 
position. The election will take place across the school at the start of November. 
 

The Crest: A number of pupils have already begun their journey to earn their Crest Awards 

this year. This is a reward for pupils who are seeking out and taking opportunities to grow as an 
individual and progress from the Bronze through to Gold Award. Congratulations to Maddie Baszczak 
who achieved her Gold Award; Hannah Woodall, Ben Simmons and Isabella East for achieving the 
Silver Award and India-Cleo Stevens and Skye Alksaris have earned the Bronze Award since July’s 
Award ceremony. I will be speaking to Year 10 very soon and to Years 8 and 9 later this year about 
the Award. 
 

Extra-curricular - Mock Court Trial Competition 
St Richard’s will be entering a team for the Mock Court Trial competition this year. Pupils are given 
a legal case that they must prepare for, build a case and then take part in a simulated trial taking 
on the various roles within a legal team. This will be of particular interest to pupils who are keen on 
a future career in law. There are also court artist and court reporter awards for pupils who are 
interested. Meetings will commence in November in preparation for the local heats which are set to 
take place in March so pupils will have time to prepare.  
 

Mr Lahache, Pupil Leadership Co-ordinator 
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Data Capture and the New Assessment System 
 

Our assessment system has been designed in 
light of the move to a new GCSE grading system 
based on numbers from 1-9. This system works 
in the following ways:  
 

1. All pupils will be set targets for GCSE based 
on assessment data from primary school 
and internal assessments completed in 
school. These targets are ambitious and 
aspirational (based on the progress of the 
top 5% of pupils nationally). 
 

2. Pupils will be targeted a “score” for each 
year which will work towards the final 
GCSE Grade. For example, Susan arrives in 
Year 7 with a Year 6 test score of 103. The top 5% of pupils with a 103 score nationally will 
achieve a Grade 7 in Maths so Susan is targeted Grade 7. She would therefore be targeted a 
score of 6 in Year 10, 5 in Year 9, 4 in Year 8 and 3 in Year 7. 

 

3. Each pupil will be assessed throughout the year. In most subjects, pupils will be assessed 
three times. 

 

4. All assessments are unified meaning that all pupils in the year group take an identical 
assessment (unless there is a tiered entry at GCSE) to ensure accuracy and parity between 
classes. The style of assessment in each subject reflects how a pupil will be assessed at GCSE 
in that subject. 

 

5. All pupils are given a score and progress can be measured by comparing the score to the 
target.  

 

6. If progress is below expected, intervention in that subject will be required to close the progress 
gap that exists. This normally takes the form of support materials or additional classes followed 
by a retest. Please note that this may be for lack of understanding rather than lack 
of effort and should not be assumed to be a punishment for poor effort.  

 

7. Each assessment will be scored (to the nearest 0.5) and the score will be compared to the 
target. For example, Susan has a Maths target of 3 for Year 7. She is assessed in Term 1. If 
she scores 3.0 or more in the assessment she has reached target and will be considered above 
expected progress on her profile. If she scores 2.0 or 2.5 she is making progress but not yet 
at target so will be considered expected progress on her profile. If she scores less than 2.0 
she is significantly below target and requires intervention. This would be tested at the next 
data capture point. 

 

8. It would be expected that scores would increase as the year progresses and the pupil reaches 
the target by the final data capture point in Term 6. 

 

Please telephone or email me with any queries you have. 
 

Mr Tadros, Assistant Principal (mrtadrosp@strichardscc.com) 
 
  

mailto:mrtadrosp@strichardscc.com
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Well-being is the state of being comfortable and happy. Physical 
and mental health make up part of well-being and we must ensure 
that we take time to be well.  There are things that we can do in 
our everyday lives to help us with our well-being. 

 

We are working hard to raise the profile and reduce the stigma 
attached to well-being and mental health.  EVERYONE has 
mental health: some days are good, some days not so, but by 
talking about things, being open about our feelings, knowing 
where to find support if we need it, is what our well-being team 
is all about.  Pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 have applied to be the 
first Well-Being Ambassadors of the school and will work to 
support fellow pupils who are struggling.   
 

Coping strategies will be shared, along with resilience tips to 
enable pupils to cope with the ever changing and increasingly 
difficult demands on a young person in and out of school. See 
the countdown box for some of the self-help tips for helping 
someone who is feeling anxious or worried about a situation. 
 

 

The school community have been taking part in a number of form activities with a mental health 
and well-being focus over the last week. We are committed to ensuring mental health and well-
being are a key focus of the school and embedded in our daily school life. 
 

Mrs White, Mental Health & Well-being Champion 
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Reporting Pupil Absence/Lateness to School 
There are three ways to report your child’s absence: 
1) The easiest way is via the EduLink app. Please do this using the Absence Reporting tab on the home 

page for your child. 
2) You can leave an answerphone message reporting your child’s absence from school or lateness to 

school due to an appointment by dialling the school telephone number – 01424 731070 and then 
pressing 1 when prompted.  You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s name, their form group, 
the reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil. Please remember to phone for 
each subsequent day of absence. 

3) Parents/carers can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown 
above: pupilabsence@strichardscc.com 
 

Please ensure you have reported your child’s absence by 9.10am. 
 

Additionally, please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than holiday 
requests which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to Mrs Jones and not 
your child’s Form Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown on your child’s attendance records. 
Mrs Jones’ email address is mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com  
 

It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she remembers to come to the Attendance 
Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an accurate record of all pupils on the college 
site. This is to ensure their safety. 
 

In line with the new rewards system pupils will be rewarded for excellent attendance on a weekly and termly 
basis, and encouraged to track their own attendance via EduLink. 
 

175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR: 
 

spent on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments 
 

190 days in 
each school 

year 
10 days off 19 days off 

29 days off 
(one school 

term) 
38 days off 47 days off 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

GOOD 
Best chance of reaching your 

target grades 

WORRYING 
You will have to work harder 

outside of school hours to reach 
your target grades 

SERIOUS CONCERN 
Unlikely to achieve target grades 

at GCSE 
 

Finally, please read the updated Attendance Policy for Parents. It can be found on the school website under 
the ‘About’ tab. The link is: https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/  
Please be aware that we are unable to authorise any absence of longer than three days without medical 
evidence. 
 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please call or send an email to either Mr 
Campbell or Mrs Jones. 
 

Mrs Jones, Attendance Officer (mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com)  
Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal responsible for Attendance (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

COLLEGE POLICY ON HOLIDAYS and time off for extra-curricular activities 
 

Parents, please understand the college's policy on taking time off outside of school holidays: permission for 
pupils to attend events or to participate in extra-curricular activities during term time will only be given in 
exceptional cases, and not as a matter of course. Parents must write to me well in advance and fill in the 
Withdrawal from Learning Application form issued by East Sussex. If the request is not authorised then a 
Penalty Notice will be issued. The penalty is £120 per parent, i.e. unless it’s a single parent family a fine of 
£240 will be issued. If you pay within 28 days the fine is reduced to £60 per parent and £120 for both parents. 
You must pay within 42 days to avoid prosecution. Please be aware that all holiday requests will be 
unauthorised to comply with DfE directives. 
 

Miss Cronin, Principal 
 

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
An apprenticeship is a job with training which allows individuals to earn while 
they learn and gain nationally recognised qualifications. An apprenticeship 
enables a young person to enter the job market and develop their skills. 
 

With over 250 different types of Apprenticeship covering over 1,400 job roles, Apprenticeships provide a 
route into training in the skills employers want in a variety of industries and sectors, from Nursing to Graphic 
design, Horticulture to Electric Vehicle Engineering. There are over 100,000 employers offering 
Apprenticeships in the UK. 
 

The National Apprenticeship website: www.apprenticeships.org.uk houses the on-line vacancies system. At 
any time, there are up to 15,000 Apprenticeship jobs being advertised on the website. Pupils can search for 
vacancies on this site or they can register and set up to receive alerts informing them of new vacancies that 
might interest them. 
 

If you require any further information about Apprenticeships, please contact me. I am hoping to run a 
workshop on Apprenticeships during term 2. 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE  
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience from 24th – 28th June 2019. This week is particularly 
valuable as it really gives the pupils a chance to experience the world of work. This week should not 
necessarily be thought of as a ‘Career Taster’ week, as there are some organisations that will not take pupils 
under the age of 16. All placements are selected through an online database, Aspire. This can be accessed 
by entering the following website address:  
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student 
 

Each pupil has been issued with a username and password to use this system. If your son/daughter does lose 
or forget their username and/or password then please let me know and I will reissue them.  
 

All pupils must pick 3 possible choices for work experience from the database or put in the information of 
an own placement by Friday, 25th January 2019. From experience I have found that own placement finds 
tend to be a more valuable experience as these are usually in the field that the pupil wishes to pursue in the 
future.  
 

Once the placements have been selected we can then start to contact employers and place the pupils at a 
suitable placement; this will work on a first come, first served basis. If you require any further information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE MOCK INTERVIEWS 
In preparation for Work Experience the timetable is suspended for a morning of activities. The activities 
include writing curriculum vitae, role play and health and safety whilst in the work place. Each pupil also 
attends a 20 minute one to one interview. 
 

I am looking for volunteers to act as interviewers for this morning, which will take place on Tuesday, 4th June 
2019. Each interviewer will see approximately 3-4 pupils over the duration of the morning. Feedback should 
be given to the pupils in terms of their CVs and any tips or advice for the future.  
 

If you are interested in being involved in this event or would like further information, please contact me at 
the email address below. 
 

Mrs C Adams 
Careers and Work Experience Coordinator - mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com 
 
 

http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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English Department 
Firstly, thank you to all the Year 7 pupils who entered the 

extreme reading and postcard book review competition. The 

winners of books, vouchers and achievement points are below: 
 

Extreme reading 

Winners: Zachary Read, Charlie Bushell and Charlie Edwards-

Oliver. Runners up: Madison Buck, Charlie White and Daisy 

Reilly.  All photos are on display in the corridor outside of the 

hall. 
 

Postcard book review 

Winner: Lilia Vickers. Runners up: Rhyan Paraoan, Ruby 

Thompson, Primrose Chalk and Chloe Smith. These postcards 

are on display outside A8. 
 

A reminder to all parents to encourage reading at home. A large 

selection of books are available in our library for free, so please 

encourage your child to use this great facility! Any reading, 

non-fiction or fiction, you can encourage your child to do at 

home regularly, is proven to have a positive impact on Literacy 

skills. Suggested reading lists have been shared with all pupils 

on Google Drive. 
 

We hope that your children have made a great start to their 

English studies. Do not hesitate to contact your child’s English 

teacher if you have any concerns. 
 

Mrs E Wood, Acting Subject Leader for English 
 

KS4 

Years 10 and 11 - Well done for starting the term so 

successfully! Your assessments for this term are fast approaching: please see the dates below to keep track of 

what you are expected to do and when. This will help you to manage your revision and workload over the 

coming weeks.  
 

Padlets are now up-and-running for all topics and can be accessed via the links shared with you on Google 

Drive and by email. If you have any trouble accessing these resources, please let your teacher know as soon 

as possible so we can get you logged on. 
 

Make sure you are regularly returning to your keywords and starting to learn your key quotations. Everything 

you need, including keyword lists, is accessible on the Google Drive and padlets.  
 

Try to read as much as you can (fiction and non-fiction are both relevant to your exam). As well as being a 

great way to relax, the more you read the better you will write as you pick up tips and vocabulary from writers 

without even realising! 
 

Keep an eye out for local productions of your texts or cinema screenings - watching your texts can be an 

excellent way of firmly fixing plot, setting and characters in your mind. 
 

Year 10 language assessment (writing paper 2) - w/c 29th October 

Year 10 literature assessment (Macbeth) - w/c 29th October 

Year 11 language assessment (reading paper 2) - w/c 15th October 

Year 11 literature assessment (19th century text) - w/c 15th October 
 

Class teachers will confirm which lessons in the above weeks will be used for assessments in order to allow 

for all access arrangements to be accommodated.  
 

Parents 

We have a stock of Collins revision guides which cover language and literature - they include revision 

materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are available from Mrs Mountford in A1 for £5 

(cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!). For text-specific guides we recommend the Yorknotes 9-1 guides or CGP for 

Write Here, 

Write Now! 

Creative Writing Club

 
Every Friday lunchtime (1-1.30pm) 

in A8. Bring your lunch along. 

See Mrs Wood for more details. 
 

All abilities and years welcome. 
 

Starts Friday, 5th October 2018 
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a more simplified option. Teachers can show pupils copies of these guides and they are available in all good 

bookshops and on Amazon. 
 

As always, thank you for your support. 
  

Mrs Mountford, KS4 Co-ordinator 
 

Literacy News 
 

St Richard's celebrated National Poetry Day on Thursday, 4th October. The theme this year was 'Change' and 

all pupils listened to five contemporary poetry readings throughout the day to mark the occasion. In English 

lessons, some pupils focused on writing their own poetry for change and we look forward to judging the most 

creative poems in the final week of term. Additionally, KS3 pupils had the fantastic opportunity to see ‘Private 

Peaceful’ on Friday, 5th October at the Theatre Royal in Brighton. It was a thoroughly moving, but enjoyable 

event. 
 

Finally, pupils have been encouraged to use the 'Word of the Week' in their lessons in order to be awarded 

achievement points. This is essential to developing and enhancing their vocabulary. 'A Good Read' has also 

been launched this term which encourages pupils to read a new book every fortnight. 
 

Miss Rowland, KS3 and Literacy Co-ordinator 
 

Maths News 
 

Maths at St Richard’s - a Year 7 View 

We asked a random sample of our new pupils to reflect on their first steps as they begin their study 

of Maths with us. 

“I enjoy Maths because it challenges me and is fun at the same time.”  TM 

“I enjoy the great atmosphere to work in.” FG 

“My Maths experience at St Richard’s has been good. They helped me when I didn’t know what to do.” 
SM 

“The Maths lessons I have had so far have been interesting and have been easy to follow. We learn 
different things.” JD 

“My teacher asks me just the right questions when I get stuck.” JG 
 

Prize Puzzle  

Arrange the numbers from 1 to 7 inside the circles so that each 

straight line has the same total.  Bring your entry (one per pupil) to 

Mr Stickland. The winner will be drawn in one week’s time on the 

last day of term.  
 

Website to Watch 

This edition’s Website To Watch is: 

https://www.transum.org/Software/Puzzles/   
 
 

 
 

A huge selection of Maths puzzles 

and games that require a wide variety of skills and logic.  
 

Maths Watch: This is a vital tool for all our pupils. It provides hundreds 

of video clips for on-line revision as well as practice questions and clearly 

explained solutions. Topics covered range from the start of KS3 all the 

way through to the most challenging of GCSE topics. The Maths department encourages all our pupils 

to use this extensive resource for independent revision and a place to practise skills. 

https://www.transum.org/Software/Puzzles/
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Twitter 

Maths at St Richard’s has a place on Twitter 

@StRichardsMaths. Feel free to explore 

some of the fascinating mathematicians that 

we follow.  
 

Maths Trip Review to the University of 

Sussex, Brighton 

“On Friday, 21st September, myself and nine other pupils went to the University of Sussex, to take 
part in a maths enrichment day. The day started with a talk in one of the huge lecture theatres on the 
campus, explaining about all the 
careers that you need a maths A 
Level for. There were so many 
occupations that involved maths, 
and it showed me how much I 
needed maths if I wanted to 
pursue a career in jobs such as 
engineering.  
 

Our first workshop of the day 
was cryptography. This involved 
some quick and challenging 
encrypting and decrypting, in 
which I was able to apply some 
skills from my computing lessons 
in school. The next workshop was 
a magic maths workshop, where 
we were able to learn about why 
‘magic’ tricks happen. Our final 
workshop was a ‘fun maths 
workshop’. This was very 
challenging, and we had to work in 
groups to solve some very hard 
maths problems. Some problems 
needed assistance, yet we were 
able to work them out using the 
skills already learnt in school. To 
finish off our day we were invited 
back to the lecture theatre, to 
learn about Japanese grid 
puzzles. This was by far the 
hardest part of the day. 
 

This was a very interesting day, 
in which I learnt some skills 
which I could take back to school 
and apply to my learning.” By 

Millie White, Year 10 

 

 

Mr Stickland, maths teacher  
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

Year 7 pupils have made a fantastic start to their RE studies. 

They are learning about the Church and the Mass items that 

are used during worship. They have also had an opportunity to 

explore and learn more about the Church when they visited 

St Mary Magdalene’s Church during their RE lessons. One Year 

7 said, "We looked around the church and the priest, Fr Simon, 

answered all our questions. I asked about the tabernacle and Fr 

Simon said this was where the Body of Christ was kept. We looked 

at the symbols in the church and learnt about what they meant. I 

really enjoyed the trip and found it really interesting as I learnt a lot of new things." Daniel Dargan, 7L 

 
Year 8 have been learning about the beginnings and the history of the Church. They 

are currently learning about the Reformation within the Church and the effects this 

has had on the Christian Church today. Many pupils are able to make links to the 

work they have learnt in history. 
 

The Year 9 pupils have been learning about the significant 

Gospel stories relating to Jesus’ identity.  They have learnt 

about Jesus’ baptism, the Transfiguration and some of the 

miracles showing that Jesus was the Son of God. Pupils have 

been really engaged in their work and are able to ask really 

interesting questions about Jesus’ identity. 
 

Year 10 have been learning about the 
Trinity, Creation, Incarnation and the 

Paschal Mystery. They have discovered why these events are so 

important for Catholics. They have been very engaged and 

motivated with what is a really challenging GCSE course. 
 

The Year 11 pupils have learnt about 

a topic called “Relationships.” In this 

topic they have learnt about 

marriage, family and the Catholic view on sexual relationships. They are working 

on lots of practice exam questions getting ready for the different style of 

questions in the exams next year. 
 

Mrs Mead, Acting Subject Leader for RE 
 

   

Adverse Weather 

Should adverse weather occur and there is a possibility that the college may be closed, please check the following 
for information: 

 The college website: www.strichardscc.com. This will give a clear statement about whether the college is 
closed or open. The information will be available by 6.45am. The delay is caused by the need to speak to 
public transport and they will not make a decision on travel until 6.30am. 

 EduLink One: an App message and email will be sent. 

 The East Sussex County Council school closure website: 
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm. This information will be 
available before 7.00am. This link also provides parents with the opportunity to subscribe to receive 
automatic RSS news feeds and emails which tell them when the college is closed.  

 Please also listen to local radio: Radio Sussex, Heart or Arrow FM. 
 

I would like to point out to you that we will always endeavour to open the school, however a health and 
safety risk assessment will be the deciding factor if we find ourselves needing to close/close early. 
If the closure is for more than a day then work will be placed on EduLink One. 
 

 

http://www.strichardscc.com/
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm
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Science Department News 
 

Royal Observatory Greenwich Trip: Year 7 pupil Lily Holloway 
enjoyed the trip immensely, reporting, ‘I really enjoyed the astronomy 
trip on Sunday.  We went to many things including a planetarium, many 
gift shops, a market and the brass line separating the western and 
eastern hemisphere. The trip was to Greenwich and the drive went very 
quickly. I really want to go again as I enjoyed it so much!!’ 

 

7F’s Lucy Bateman and Edward Klein 
also enjoyed the day’s activities, 
commenting, ‘The trip consisted of three 
parts: the prime meridian museum (the 
courtyard), Greenwich market and the one and only planetarium. Everyone had 
a whirlwind of a time!’ The freedom of the trip was great. We could explore a 
whole area by ourselves making it a great 
opportunity to learn all about space.’ Lucy 
thought, ‘Today was amazing for me. 
Standing in between east and west was so 

exhilarating.  I learnt many new things and I love my new space socks!’ 
All of the pupils were fascinated by the planetarium show ‘Phantom of the 
Universe: an exploration of dark matter, from the Big Bang to the LHC’, The 
Year 7 pupils enjoyed watching the world walk by on the other side of the 
Thames, using the camera obscura, installed by early Astronomer Royal 
John Flamsteed for observing the sun. 

 

Year 9 GCSE Astronomers comments 
included: ‘The dark matter is very interesting 
as it is invisible yet everywhere’; ‘It was very 
interesting from the buildings to the dark 
matter.’ ‘My favourite part of the day was 
going into the planetarium and learning 
about dark matter and where it is in the 
universe – EVERYWHERE!’ 
 

The market was also popular with many enthusiastic comments about 
the exotic (and expensive!) sweet shop and Ivan recommended the 
goat curry which he stated was ‘delicious!’ 
 

Knit ‘n’ Natter: Pupils and staff alike have been learning to knit in Lab 4 on 
Monday and Friday lunchtimes, making six inch squares which will ultimately 
be sewn together to make blankets. The blanket(s), scarves and other projects 
made by the ‘Knit ‘n’ natter’ group will be given to Oxfam.  
 
Open Evening: Open Evening was very busy, showcasing all the amazing 
activities that science has to offer. In addition to perennial favourite activities 
(for some!) such as dissection, there were also colourful, crunching, fizzing, 
glowing, loud and sparky things going on across all the laboratories. In Lab 2 
were pancakes à la DofE with takeaway ‘canstellations’, StRATOS and enrichment displayed elsewhere. 
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Former St Richard’s pupil, Megan Turley, accompanied her younger sister Charlotte to Open Evening and 
spent some time catching up with Dr Durkin. Megan passed her GCSE in Astronomy in 2013, inspiring her 
younger sibling while doing so. She went on to study physics, chemistry and biology at A Level and has plans 
to study in Oxford next year. Of her astronomy studies, she recalls it being ‘really hard work but worth it in 
the end!’ Charlotte is really looking forward to studying astronomy – she also ‘asks lots of questions’. 
 

Sussex University Trip: Higg’s Fizz in the Big Bang The first Sussex 
University talk of the new academic year saw Professor Mark Hindmarsh explain 
the current scientific theories relating to the first 
few picoseconds of the formation of the 
Universe, in the Big Bang. In a simple analogy, 
he related the ‘fizz’ as the universe formed, to 
the instant release of gas from all parts of the 
liquid when an agitated fizzy drink is first 
opened. This proved to be a really effective 
comparison despite (or because of) its 
simplicity. The professor summarised 
supersymmetry in a simple and elegant way 

with most of the pupils grasping the concepts discussed – on to next lecture 
in November! 

 

***** Extra-Curricular Science Activities ***** 
 

Fab Fizzix - Tuesday 1.10 – 1.35 in Lab. 4 
St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club (StAR Club) - Wednesdays 3.30 – 5.00pm in Lab 4  

Young Investigators - Thursday lunchtimes in Lab 7  
GEMS - Thursday 13.00 – 13.30 in Lab 4  

St Richard’s Science Storyteller 3: Periodicity – Starting in January after-school  
World Space Week - Monday 8th - 12th October  

IET Faraday Challenge (Year 8) – Wednesday 10th October 
 

***** Trips***** 
 

There are 26 places available for each of the residential trips below.  
Space Camp will cost £225 inclusive and Ethical Eden will be £250. 

Deposits and staged payment is available this year via the Finance Office. Please use the on-line payment 
system to reserve a place on these trips, the link is: https://www.scopay.com/login.html 

Please contact finance@strichardscc.com if you require account login details.  
Please note this is not the same as ParentPay which is for school meals only. 

Space Camp 2019  
Residential trip to UK Midlands 

8th – 10th April 2019 
 

Ethical Eden 10th Anniversary 
Residential Adventure Trip to Cornwall 
              27th – 31st May 2019 

 

Texas STEM Space Camp 2020 
Residential trip to Texas (for current Year 7 and 8 pupils) – October Holiday 2020  

(cost – tbc, but expected to be £1500-£1700 – payable over 2 years by instalments) 
 

 
For information on any trips or extra-curricular science please contact Dr Durkin – 

drdurkinj@strichardscc.com 
 

  

https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
mailto:drdurkinj@strichardscc.com
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MFL clubs are every Monday lunchtime in B5, B13 and B14, 1:00-1:30pm. Come and join us for games, 
puzzles and fun, all in French, German or Spanish of course! You don’t have to be learning the 
language to take part and all years are welcome! 
 

Tips from Former Year 11 pupils: 
Raymond Okoliko ‘s tips: 

● Do Memrise or other memory sites 
● Listen to your teacher 
● Try and watch French movies 
● Read French news articles 
● Do Homework 
● Go to French classes after school or at lunch  

Thank you for the two years, it was amazing and I got my result because of you and I’m very 
grateful. 
 

Scott Emson ’s advice: When it comes to revision, don’t let it wait - the earlier you start, the easier 
it will be. Flashcards are perfect when it comes to French, it may become tedious after a while but 
it does pay off. Practise your speaking to family members and whenever you’re revising French you 
should be revising aloud also, this will help greatly. Start working on areas you find the trickiest 
and leave the easy parts until later. “Little but often” is a French teacher’s favourite phrase. For 
languages, the best option is to practise everyday, even if it is only for half an hour. 
 

European Day of Languages 
For European day of languages, the pupils researched and learnt about small European countries 
such as the Vatican, San Marino, Luxembourg, Monaco or Andorra and presented their research 
to their class. See how much you know about these small European countries by trying this quiz: 
 

Do you know which country  
1. is the oldest state in Europe?  
2. is the smallest in Europe? 
3. has 4 official languages? 
4. still uses Latin? 
5. is surrounded by Italy? 

 

The first pupil to tell his/her language teacher all the correct answers wins a prize. The winner 
of the last newsletter quiz was Phoenix in Year 7. Could it be you this time? 
 

GERMAN 
Christmas Market Trip: We are pleased to announce that 
everybody who has paid a deposit for this trip is going. We 
would like to remind you that the remaining money must be 
paid by the end of the October holiday. We are really 
looking forward to visiting Aachen and trying out lots of 
delicious Christmas food. There are still spaces available so 
if you would like to come, please see Miss Auzinger in B5.  

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 
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Year 11 German:  Remember that intervention runs every Wednesday and Friday lunchtime at 1pm 
and revision is Monday after school in B5 / B4. This is an excellent opportunity to build up your 
confidence, work on your speaking answers or just bring along anything you would like some help 
with. 
 

Visitors from Germany: We were very fortunate this term to have some visitors from the 
Hollenberg-Gymnasium Waldbröl who joined us for a morning. Pupils were able to practise their 
German and get some help from native speakers. Emily Botting, 9I: 'It was nice to be able to show 
off St Richard’s to our visitors but also to compare school life and home life with them. It was a 
great test of our German knowledge and we built up confidence to speak in the language'.  

Factoids 
 

Oktoberfest is taking place in Munich at the moment. 
The very first Oktoberfest took place in 1810 to honour 
Bavarian Crown Prince Ludwig's marriage. Today, the 
16-day beer festival is still going strong with more than 6 
million people attending every year.  

 
El Día de la 
Hispanidad (Hispanic Day) is an annual national public 
holiday in Spain on October 12. It commemorates when 
Christopher Columbus first set foot in the Americas in 1492.  
 

Nuit Blanche à Paris! Held annually on the first Saturday night in 
October, museums, public buildings, monuments, swimming pools, 
cinemas, parks, universities and historic sites are open to the public 
all night. 
 

Miss Chong, Miss Auzinger & Mrs Scott 
 

 

 

Mufti Day 
Friday, 19th 

October 
 

Fee to participate £2.00 
 

All monies will go towards items for the new Sports Hall. 
Pupils are reminded to ‘dress down’ (casual/jeans/t-

shirts) rather than ‘up’. 
 

Money to be paid in advance to Form Tutors. 
 

Target is £2000 which will buy 1 full sized rectangular 
trampoline. 
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It’s been a busy start to the academic year within the department. Here’s just a few of the things your children 
have been up to including our first field trips of the year… 

 

Year 8 Beach Visits 
 Year 8 pupils have been visiting Galley Hill during their 
lessons over the last 
fortnight. These have 
been a great success 
and pupils have been 
gathering measurements 
of the beach and local 
environment to find out 
about the natural 
processes of the area, as 
well as why the area is 
protected from coastal 

flooding and erosion. They now begin writing up their findings in earnest. 
 

Year 11 Revision Programme has begun 
Our revision programme has already begun 
and can be viewed here. These are 15 
minutes intensive revision sessions run at 
lunchtime every Tuesday. Pupils may bring 
their lunch to the session and get a recap of 
the key aspects of a particular topic. Pupils 
leave with knowledge refreshed for their 
forthcoming mocks as well as their final end 
of year exams. Pupils also receive a set of 
revision notes about the topic covered 
which pupils found incredibly useful last 
year. By the time their exams come round, 
pupils will have a complete set of revision 
notes focussing on case studies - the most 
valuable part of the exam. We look forward 
to seeing your Year 11 child on Tuesday at 
the start of lunch in A2. 
 

Geography Club 
Geography Club has started and we are 
making an impact on the amount of school 
waste. Last week we audited the bins in the 
school and have awarded star prizes for 
rooms where the teacher and pupils are 
recycling efficiently. The club will be doing a 
beach clean before the end of term and 
using those materials to build our own bug 
hotel. We will also be learning how OS 
maps are created and will have the 
opportunity to survey a building and literally 
put it on a map. 
 

Competition Time 
We need your milk bottle tops! We are collecting these as part of our recycling 
initiative and have an inter-form competition running. Please give bottle tops to 
your Eco-Rep who will pass them on. We will be sending these to the Kipling 
Ward at the Conquest Hospital where they will be exchanged for a MRI scanner.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ui0I2-oyxyeU1PEibQufv72Sn0ogEq4asaNftj9U4sg
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Pupils in Years 7 and 8 entered the Bexhill Heritage competition last month to elect 
their favourite local building. Entries had to either annotate a photograph or sketch and 
explain why the building deserved protection. This is part of a community initiative to 
raise awareness and appreciation of our locally built environment. We are eagerly 
awaiting the results! 
 

Calling all readers! We have launched a Geography Reading Competition which will 
run until the end of Term 2. Interested pupils can collect a bookmark from their 

Geography teacher and attempt to read 5 books that have a geographical theme. They can be signed off by 
the Librarian or your Geography teacher and prizes will be awarded in January. 
 

Request for Help 
St Richard’s is very fortunate to have many pupils from different cultures, countries and 
backgrounds. The geography department is keen to embrace our multicultural links by 
developing Country Study Boxes. We would use these as an introduction to a country as 
we study it and pupils would have the opportunity to look at and handle these 
items. Within these boxes we would hope to include background information 
about the country, its culture and traditions. While we can access facts about a 
country we would love to hear from the pupils and their families who have links 

and experience of living outside of the UK.  
Ideas for items we could include: a flag, maps, money - 
small denomination coins or notes, food packaging, 
examples of the writing, photos, a small item of traditional 
clothing/fabric. A traditional toy, ornament or low value piece 
of jewellery would also enhance the learning experience. Any photos or paper 
resources you wish to have returned could be photocopied and the original returned to 
you. Countries we study include: Brazil, China, Japan, India, Bangladesh, the 
Philippines, Nepal, UK, Kenya and Haiti.  
 

If you have any items you are willing to donate please send them via your child to A2 to 
give to Mrs Massey. Thank you for your support and I look forward to developing our 

Global Learning with your children at the very centre of our learning.  
 

Help with Homework - Just a reminder of some useful website links if your child needs extra information or 
ideas for their Geography homework. 
 

Year  Topics Useful websites to help your child 

7 Understanding our 
Home Region 
Country Study: Kenya 
River studies 

OS map skills https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/  
KS3 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg 

8 Our coastal 
environment 
Country Study: Brazil 
Understanding 
development issues 

KS3 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg  
 
Learn on the internet 
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.html  

9 Plate tectonics 
Understanding Asia 
Ice on the Land 

Geography in the News 
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-
overview/ks3/  
Top Marks 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=4&p=5  

10 Coasts 
Urban Life 
Weather and 
Ecosystems 
Fieldwork 

Get revising 
https://getrevising.co.uk/resources/level/gcse/subjects/geography  
 
GCSE Geography http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/  

11 Water Resources 
Rivers 
Economic World 
Decision Making 
Paper 

KS4 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/  
 
GCSE Geography http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/  

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography 
 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.html
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-overview/ks3/
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-overview/ks3/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=4&p=5
https://getrevising.co.uk/resources/level/gcse/subjects/geography
http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/
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 History Department News  
 

COMPETITION:  DESIGN A PERMANENT CENTENARY MEMORIAL 
PLAQUE 

As part of ‘St Richard’s Remembers’ and to commemorate the Centenary of the end 
of the First World War, the History department would like pupils to design a memorial 
plaque to be placed in the school grounds.  Designs must be created on the template provided by the History 
department and the winning design will be made and placed in the school grounds as a permanent memorial 
to all those from the community who fought and died during the First World War.  Entries will be welcomed 
from all year groups and must be received by a member of the History department by Friday, 2nd November.  
For more information, please see Mrs Campbell.      
 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY 
Year 7: Year 7 have made a great start to their History studies and have been exploring the early History of 
Britain, including the Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Norman invasion. Next term we will be looking at ‘Revolting 
Peasants’ and uncovering more about life in the Middle Ages. 
Year 8: ‘Why did the English kill their King?’ has been the key enquiry question for Year 8 this term as they 
have been uncovering the cause and consequences of the English Civil War. Next term we will begin looking 
at the events in France during the Revolution.  
Year 9:  Pupils have been discovering what life was like as a slave and how Black Americans were treated 
after their emancipation. They have shown great empathy for the different individuals we have studied and 
have formed fantastic arguments to support the Civil Rights Movement. Our next unit will move into 20th 
Century conflict, looking at the World Wars and the Cold War. 
 

GCSE HISTORY 
Year 10: Pupils have now completed their first unit of study, the American West, and are now well underway 
with unit 2, Medicine in Britain. I would like to remind all pupils to be regularly reviewing their work and 
ensuring that any missing topics are completed. All lessons and resources can be found on the Pupil Google 
Drive.   
Year 11: Classes are continuing their studies of either Anglo Saxon and Norman England or Elizabethan 
England. All pupils are encouraged to ensure that they are confident with the use of new terminology for 
these units. Help sheets and resources can be sought from class teachers. 
Lunchtime Revision Bites: These take place on a Monday lunchtime in A0 from 12.50-1.05pm. We are 
currently focussing on Medicine in Britain and both Year 10 and 11 are welcome to attend. Bring your lunch! 
 

HISTORY CLUB 
The History Club is busy with preparations for Remembrance. Focussing on ‘Local Heroes’ we have been 
investigating stories from our area and are working on creating something that the school community can 
share in November. We are still looking for new members to join us, please come along and see what we do, 
Wednesday, 12.50-1.10pm in A0. 
 

HISTORY SUMMER PROJECT:  WINNERS 
Well done to all the fantastic entries that were submitted for the Summer History Project. The amount of 
time, effort and passion that went in to these activities was very impressive.  After much deliberation the 
following winners were selected: 

Joint 1st place = Becky Britt & Miles 
Davies (£10 Amazon Voucher each) 

Runners up = Sarah Halleron, Aurora 
Bonoan & Jonathan Reis-Ataide (£5 

Amazon Voucher each) 
 

Congratulations and thank you for your 
efforts. 

 
Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History (mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com)  
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ART DEPARTMENT 
 

Congratulations to our former Year 11 art pupils for their excellent 
GCSE results. The department are currently enjoying teaching the 
Year 10 and 11 cohort and expecting equally stunning work and 
results. After the very successful GCSE Art Exhibition, which was 
held before the summer, we have now exhibited the pupils’ work from 
our Ian Murphy workshop. Our Year 9 pupils really enjoyed the 
experience, working with a professional artist and producing 
wonderful high-calibre 
work.  
 

Year 7 pupils have all 
made an excellent start 
with their work on tonality, 
texture and the colour 
wheel.  
 

Year 10 will be taking part 
in a series of art and 
printmaking workshops to 
develop their GCSE Art 
coursework, and will be 
taught by art teachers at 
the School of Education at 
Brighton University. It is a 
fantastic opportunity to try 
new skills and experience 
life in university. Year 10 
have also produced some 
wonderful photography 
based on the work of Karl 
Blossfeldt.  
 

Competitions: I have received some excellent news from The 
Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund. We took part in 
their Art competition ‘Space Exploration’ and I am pleased to 
announce that out of 1000 entries, St Richard’s came first, 
second and third (x2) with fifty of our pupils shortlisted! The 
Assistant Director informed me that the standard was extremely 
high, so I am really proud of all our pupils’ achievements. The 
following pupils will be receiving their prizes from me in assembly 
very soon:  
Bellza Moore – First Prize  
Kiera Fear – Second Prize 
Aaron Hall & Hannah Holland – Third Prize 
All pupils will receive prizes and certificates 
and Bellza’s entry will be featured in the new 
topic pack on Space Exploration produced by Oaka 
Books. A fantastic achievement. 
 

I have already received some wonderful entries for 
our annual Lions Peace Poster competition. I am 
expecting our pupils to do as well as last year’s 
winner.  
 

Artwork collection: Please could any pupils no 
longer studying art come and collect their folders 
and artwork from the department. Former pupils, 
please come and collect your work after Prize 
Evening. Thank you and keep creating! 
 
 

  

Fine Art 
Year 7 pupils 
are learning 
about colour 

theory in Fine 
Art and have 

produced these 
inventive 

colour wheels 
for homework. 

Bellza’s 
winning entry 

Millie White, Year 10, photography 
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Finally, I would like to thank Amber Towersey and her family for the Art reference books which she dropped 
off at Reception. They will be such a fantastic resource for our pupils. A wonderful collection, it was very kind 
of you.  
 

Mr Peachment, Subject Leader of Art  

Open Evening 2018 
 

Tuesday, 2nd October saw St Richard’s Catholic College host its busiest open 
evening to date, with over six hundred visitors attending. Miss Cronin 
addressed prospective parents, carers and pupils, along with current Year 7 
pupils, Nico Luscombe and Florence Garvey, who shared their own 
experiences of taster days, transition and the first few weeks of secondary 
school. They also shared their top tips which were very well received!   

Following the talks, visitors were welcomed to a tour of the school, guided by 
Senior Prefects, to have a chance to see all that the school has to offer. Current pupils excelled 
themselves in a whirlwind of vibrant performances and activities. Highlights included: a CSI History 
Murder Mystery, culinary magic in the Food Technology room; sports, music and Dance Company 
demonstrations; scientific experiments. Additionally, all departments were buzzing with displays, 
music, competitions and events.   

Prospective parents, carers and pupils were able to speak to the specialist teachers in charge of the 
excellent transition programme, special educational needs and disabilities and 
literacy, along with a multitude of other specialist staff who were able to provide 
an insight into life at St Richard’s. Over 300 current pupils were available to 
provide conversation, answer questions and guide visitors around the school. 
The feedback received was extremely positive, and we look forward to hearing 
about and meeting our newest cohort in March after the National Offer date. 
  

If you were unable to make the Open Evening or would like to arrange a tour 
of the school, please contact admissions@strichardscc.com 

 
Year 9 Ian 

Murphy 

workshop with 

an original Ian 

Murphy top 

right 

mailto:admissions@strichardscc.com
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Wow; what a start to the year! Every new academic year brings excitement and opportunities and this has 
been no exception. It’s been difficult trying to keep up with ourselves with so much to do, both in and out of 
the classroom, but our pupils and Performing Arts team have risen to every challenge so far. We’re aiming 
to share as much of our news as possible on Twitter so do follow us @SRCCPerformers. 
 

We’re longing for the return of Mrs Knight and send her all good wishes for a speedy recovery. Sadly, for the 
time being, she has been instructed to be sensible and not move while her dance injury heals. Mrs Knight; 
not move?! We know that she is chomping at the bit to return and that she will join us and her BTEC dance 
class just as soon as she’s allowed. In the meantime, we are very thankful for the support of Mrs Harker who, 
as an experienced dance teacher, has stepped in to support with Mrs Knight’s BTEC dancers until her return. 
Huge thanks also go to Millie White and Mrs White who have been rehearsing our immensely committed 
Dance Company in preparation for this year’s Open Evening and Year 7 Induction Mass. The commitment 
shown to the Performing Arts Department and our school is simply wonderful. Thank you for all your hard 
work and enthusiasm. 
 

Whilst we’re missing Mrs Knight, we’re also delighted to welcome trainee teacher, Mr Stewart who has 
brought incredible energy and enthusiasm to the music department. I can’t wait to get started playing the 
trombone in his jazz band which you’ll read more about below. 
 

Ramshacklicious 
Year 10 Music and Drama pupils spent an amazing day with director Flick Ferdinando, @FlickFerdinando, 
and Robert Jarvis, http://robertjarvis.co.uk/, composer, performer and sound artist. Michael Hambridge, Arts 
and Cultural Development Officer for Hastings Borough Council, booked Ramshacklicious @ramshacklicious 
to appear as part of the Stade Saturday programme in Hastings and gave us the opportunity to work with 
their Director and associate composer on devising pieces of theatre and composing music to support the 
dramatic action. Opportunities such as these go a long way towards supporting the work that our pupils are 
required to produce in their composing and devising work for their GCSE. It was an incredible experience for 
us all with pupils visibly increasing in confidence and skill throughout the day. 
 

Huge thanks to Michael and Hastings Borough Council for giving us this opportunity. It was funded by 
Hastings Borough Council and Coasters which is in turn funded by Arts Council England Grants for the Arts. 
Coasters is a nationwide consortium of seaside based 
partners who work together to source and present high quality 
street theatre and performing arts at coastal sites and venues. 

 
Instrument lessons 
Our instrumentalists have had a great start to the year with both teachers from East Sussex Music and our 
independent tutors. Mrs Byrne will be joining the instrumental specialists team after October offering private 
vocal lessons on a Friday. As you know, the work Mrs Byrne does with our choir is incredible and if you would 
like to benefit with private vocal tuition from her please do get in touch. 
 

All our visiting tutors do their best to ensure that lessons rotate on a weekly basis so that our pupils don’t 
miss out on the same curriculum lesson each week. The benefits of learning an instrument have been proven 
through research to have a positive impact on all areas of learning and brain development. Whilst a pupil 
may have to spend a little while catching up on work missed in class they will reap the benefits long term. 
 

 

http://robertjarvis.co.uk/
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Clubs & Open Evening 
The Staves (Orchestra) have had a smashing start to the year. We have enjoyed welcoming new members 
and would love to have some of our new Year 7 pupils participating too. After school on a Monday we work 
on popular pieces of orchestral music. We are currently working on a Pirates of the Caribbean medley and 
are soon to begin Bohemian Rhapsody. Thursday, before school and through tutor time, we work on 
arrangements of our school hymns and liturgical songs. Do encourage your children to bring their instrument 
and become part of an amazing team. 
 

The Jazz Saints kicked off this week with Mr Stewart who is a rather splendid jazz trumpeter. We had an 
amazing time making music together and using our pBones and pTrumpets to get in the groove. I can’t wait 
for next week and we’re really looking forward to bringing you a performance in the Spring concert.  
 

The Saint Singers, formerly known as the choir, keep growing and going from strength to strength. The 
stamina of our music pupils is incredible. The Saint Singers, Thumper, our samba band, and our GCSE pupils 
performed all night long at Open Evening. Every time visitors came into the music department they were 
welcomed with spectacular performances and the opportunity to become a member of Thumper. We had 
some amazing participation from parents and potential pupils alike. Great work, everyone! 
 

Pupils from the Year 7 Drama Club and Year 10 GCSE class did a fantastic job of showing what Drama at 
St Richard's is all about on Open Evening. They were confident and welcoming, and delivered some short 
performances and improvisations as well as leading games with prospective Year 6 pupils. They were 
confident and enthusiastic throughout the evening and should be very proud of themselves.   
 

Year 7 Drama Club has started very successfully and pupils are already rehearsing for their first performance 
at the Year 7 Induction Mass on Thursday, 18th October. It is fantastic to have so many keen and talented 
performers in the group and their energy and enthusiasm is great. If any pupils still want to join, they are 
welcome to come after the October holiday; it runs on Monday lunchtimes from 1-1.30pm in the Drama studio. 
 

The Advanced Skills Drama Club runs from 3.15-4.15pm after school on Thursdays for pupils from Years 
8-11. It is lovely that so many pupils continue to enjoy the club from year to year and the atmosphere is great. 
Again it is never too late to join. At the moment pupils are playing lots of games and devising their own scenes 
based on the trials and tribulations of teenage life! 
 

Incubate / Eggtooth Project 
We are very lucky at St Richard’s to be able to attract attention from outside 
projects as we have many talented pupils within our department. Eggtooth project 
contacted us to ask if we would be interested in holding some auditions for 
musicians, poets, rappers, songwriters etc. The 3 mentors visited our department 
to deliver a presentation and to talk to our budding musicians about the project 
and the opportunity to work with mentors to develop their musical journey. Two of 
our pupils have already been working through this mentoring programme and 
have made huge leaps in terms of their songwriting and performance skills. We 
are holding the auditions with Marie White on the 10th October. Watch this 
space… 

 
On the 23rd September Mrs Byrne introduced 8 singers to the stage at The Albion, Old Town, Hastings. She 
decided to organise an event that would really showcase the talents of some of her past and current pupils 
at St Richard’s Catholic College. The singers were former pupils Alice Creasey, Elisha Edwards, Molly 
Casares and Ben Stotesbury-Byrne and our current pupils Rose Wood, Xavier Ralph, Millie McIvor and 
Amelie Bennett. Mrs Byrne worked with these singers throughout the summer holidays making sure their two 
song choices were polished and ready to perform with a professional band. The repertoire was mainly jazz 
standards like My Funny Valentine, L.O.V.E, The Way You Look Tonight, Is You Is, Killing Me Softly, Misty, 
and Somewhere Over The Rainbow with a couple of soul tunes sung by Xavier Ralph and Elisha Edwards.  
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The audience was treated to the most wonderful afternoon of incredible talent, sensational singing and many 
joyous moments. The Albion (great music venue) was jam packed with family, friends and music lovers. Well 
done to all of those singers who provided an incredible afternoon of music in Hastings. The singers were 
accompanied by the fabulous Rob Leake quartet and Mrs Byrne.  

 
Ms E Mason, Subject Leader of Performing Arts 
 

 

Parent Governor Vacancies (Re-advertised) 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

The Governing Body currently has two vacancies for Parent Governors and we would like to invite 

you to consider becoming a Parent Governor or nominating another parent. If you wish to stand for 
election as one of the Parent Governors you will need to complete a nomination form, along with a 
declaration of eligibility (see website or email Diane Johnson, clerk@strichardscc.com, for a copy). 

These will need to be returned by 12.00 noon on Friday, 2nd November 2018 addressed to the 
Principal.  
 

Parent governors play a very important role in keeping the Governing Body aware of the views from 
the parental perspective. They are a vital part of our team and I hope that there are parents willing 

to give their time and commitment to this important role. 
 

The skills you have can be very useful to the Governing Body. For example, the Governing Body 

would like to enhance its skill set with governors who have expertise in human resources, finance 
and law. If you have experience in these areas, would you consider applying? 
 

To be an effective team, the Governing Body expects Governors to: 
 Attend and participate in Governor meetings, generally five times per year.  

 Join one of the committees that support the Governing Body to fulfil its functions (3 times 
per year). 

 Prepare for meetings by reading supporting paperwork to ensure active participation. 

 Be a source of ideas and a good communicator. 
 Visit the school informally at least three times a year at events such as school performances, 

Prize Evening, Parents’ Evenings.  

 Participate in other activities as and when required, such as joining interview panels for 
prospective staff; touring the school premises to help decide priorities for significant 
enhancement of the buildings, or to offer advice to the school in non-academic areas where 

they have relevant professional expertise or experience. 
 Undergo appropriate training, research or be part of working groups on specific tasks.  

 

If the number of nominations received is equal to, or less than, the number of vacancies, the 
nominees will automatically be elected as parent governors. If, however, there are more 

nominations than vacancies, an election will be held and copies of the personal statements will be 
sent to all parents. Five school working days will be allowed for the return of ballot papers. Each 
parent will have one vote for each vacancy, no matter how many children he or she has at the 

college.  
 

If you would like to find out more about how you can contribute to governance at our school, please 

email Diane Johnson (clerk@strichardscc.com) with your contact details to pass onto the Chair of 
Governors who will contact you to discuss the role. Alternatively, you can view East Sussex County 
Council’s website about Governors and their roles at: 

http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schoolgovernors/becoming/default.htm  
 

Miss Cronin, Principal 

mailto:clerk@strichardscc.com
mailto:clerk@strichardscc.com
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schoolgovernors/becoming/default.htm
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E-SAFETY BULLETIN 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA COMPANIES VOW TO COMBAT ONLINE BULLYING  

Facebook adds new tools to stem online bullying 
Facebook has recently stepped up ways to battle bullying and harassment at the leading social 
network. 

The initiative calls for new tools and programs to help users control "unwanted, offensive or hurtful 
experiences on Facebook," global head of safety Antigone Davis said in a blog post. 

"Everyone deserves to feel safe on Facebook," Davis said. 

Facebook users will be able to hide or delete groups of comments, including responses, instead of 
having to remove them one at a time, according to Davis. Facebook has also begun letting people 
report bullying or harassment on behalf of friends reluctant to complain to the social network 
themselves. 

"Being the target of unwanted attention can be stressful and some people may not feel comfortable 
reporting a bully or harasser," Davis said. "If you see a friend or family member being bullied or 
harassed, now you can report someone on their behalf." 

Facebook is also testing ways to let users search for or block words considered offensive in comment 
sections of their posts. 

The majority of US and UK teenagers say they have been victims of online harassment or 
bullying, and that social media companies aren't doing enough to fight the problem, a recent survey 
showed. 

"Name-calling and rumour-spreading have long been an unpleasant and challenging aspect of 
adolescent life," said Monica Anderson, the lead researcher for the Pew report. "However, the 
proliferation of smartphones and the rise of social media has transformed where, when and how 
bullying takes place." 

Instagram Using Machine Learning to Combat Bullying 
Bullies might have a harder time spreading the hate on Instagram in the future. The Facebook-owned 
social network said it is now using machine learning technology to "proactively detect bullying in 
photos and their captions." Posts flagged by the technology are sent to Instagram's human 
moderators for review. 

"This change will help us identify and remove significantly more bullying — and it's a crucial next step 
since many people who experience or observe bullying do not report it," Head of Instagram Adam 
Mosseri wrote, "It will also help us protect our youngest community members since teenagers 
experience higher rates of bullying online than others." 

 
 

Miss Cook - Computing and ICT teacher 
 

 

   

https://uk.pcmag.com/instagram-for-android/117895/news/uk.pcmag.com/news/117699/adam-mosseri-is-the-new-head-of-instagram
https://uk.pcmag.com/instagram-for-android/117895/news/uk.pcmag.com/news/117699/adam-mosseri-is-the-new-head-of-instagram
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Library News 
 

Film Club News Our September Film Club enjoyed the excellent family 

movie ‘What We Did On Our Holidays’ staring David Tennant and Rosamund 
Pike. Darkly funny, with the children in it acting their socks off, it is well worth 

a watch if you haven’t seen it.   Our next film will be ‘Ready Player One’, Certificate 12, screening dates to be 
confirmed. If your child is in Year 7 or 8, and is interested in joining Film Club, they would be most welcome; 
ask for more information and a permission slip in the library.  
 

Stationery Shop Due to increases in catalogue prices, some 

stationery items have gone up a little. Sorry, but I have no choice 
but to pass on the increased prices. Everything is still a really 

good buy, certainly cheaper than the shops, and I now also hold the Bibles and the Art Sketch Books here in 
the library. 
 

Pens, Ballpoint - Blue/Black/Red/Green 15p Protractors 10p 
Pens, Handwriting - blue/black 20p Pair of compasses 30p 
Purple Pens 25p Plastic Exercise Book Covers - small/large   27p/35p 
Highlighters 28p Geometry Sets £2.00 
Pencils 12p Note pads 35p 
Glue Sticks 25p Paperclips (10) 5p 
Pencil Sharpeners 10p Baby Stapler £1.10 
Erasers 15p Staples, box of 5000 50p 
Tracing Paper, per sheet 10p Poly pockets (10) 15p 
Rulers, Long/Short 17p/10p In-ear headphones £4.50 
Colour Pencils, set of 12 60p Calculators £10.00 
Scissors (right or left handed) 32p Bibles £14.00 
Sticky tape, roll 20p Art Sketchbooks £5.00 
Clear Pencil Case 70p   

 

Library Cards and Locker Keys We are hoping to move to Finger Print issue for books and laptops from 

the library, negating the need for pupils to remember their library card or key ring. We will, however, not be 
able to take fine money or sell stationery via the ParentPay system – small amounts of actual coinage are 
still required.  
 

Open Evening was, as always, tremendously busy, with prospective parents and pupils engaging in library 

activities and asking myself and my pupil librarians all sorts of questions about the Library. My thanks go to 
Eleanor Klein of 9S, one of our Head Pupil Librarians, for her excellent assistance on the night.  
 

Overdue Library Book Appeal Once a term I send out overdue notices to all form 

tutors, listing all the pupils in each form who have borrowed library items (mostly books) 
and not returned them on time. Six times per year, they are reminded to look for the books 
at home, and get them back to the library, paying off any small fine they have incurred. 
Fines are 1p per item, per school day. We do not charge for weekends or school holidays. 
Despite this, and individual reminders from myself, both via e-mail and when they visit the 
library to borrow laptops or try to borrow another book, I still have 145 books running 
overdue. Can I appeal to parents and carers to have a hunt around for any overdue school 
library books, please? I am always happy to renew books if pupils need them for longer, thus saving a fine 
being incurred. Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  
 

Book Fact of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian  
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Chaplaincy News 
 

September has been a busy month. Pupils, parents and staff have got involved 
in the various aspects of spiritual life at St Richard’s with both commitment and enthusiasm. We 
are now looking forward to the new opportunities for spiritual life that Term 2 will bring.  
 

Church Visits: Year 7 pupils visited St Mary Magdalene’s Church in Bexhill and their RE teachers 
showed them around, pointing out the significant items in the church. They also had some time 
to participate in meditation and reflection time, very useful in this busy first term for Year 7. Our 
thanks go to the Parish of St Mary Magdalene and Fr Simon and Fr Rajesh for the opportunity to 
visit their beautiful church. 
 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils: The early morning Mass on Fridays, (at 8.15am) 
continues to be well attended and I encourage all pupils to come and join at least one next term. 
If they would like to be considered for reading or serving at this Mass, please let me know. It is 
at this Mass that we include prayer intentions for those in, and connected with, the St Richard’s 
community. If you have someone or something you would like us to pray for very specially, then 
do let me know. Everyone is most welcome to attend: pupils, staff and parents. 
 

Liturgy Reps: Following our successful commissioning mass, Liturgy Reps have been busy ensuring 
their liturgy boards are up-to-date. In the coming weeks I will be meeting with Year 11 reps to 
prepare their year service. 
 

Fairtrade: We will be launching the Fairtrade Champions group with Year 7 in the next couple of 
weeks; please keep an eye on the liturgy notice board for information to come soon. 
 

Year 7 Induction Mass: Year 7 are busy preparing the music, drama and dance for their Induction 
Mass on Thursday, 18th October. This occasion is always a joyful one as we welcome Year 7 
officially to our school community. My thanks to the Performing Arts team who are working 
tirelessly on the music, liturgical dance and drama for this Mass. We look forward to welcoming 
as many parents and carers as possible on the night. 
 

Interact Club: We held our first meeting of the year and 
welcomed lots of new faces to the club. After presentations 
by interested candidates we held elections for the Chairperson 
of the club. Although hotly contested the position was won by 
Maddie Baszczak who has been a member since Year 7. 
Following this we voted for the other Senior positions, Vice-
Chair/Secretary is Joe Baszczak and Treasurer, Emma Roper. 
Mr Eyre and I look forward to supporting this team in running 
the Interact Club. 
 

Alongside this, we have elected the following Year leaders. 
Year 7 - Chloe Smith and Elizabeth Hindmarsh, Year 8 - Olivia 
De Freitas-Rodriguez, Year 9 - Faith Simon, Year 10 -Alice Funnell and Year 11 – India-Cleo Stevens. 
The first event for the club will be the annual Rotary Tea Party for the elderly on November 2nd, 
and this year joining us to provide some entertainment will be Ms Mason’s Year 10 Music class - 
my thanks to them for supporting this event. Following this, we will be full steam ahead collecting 
for the Love in a Box appeal. Club members are determined to 
match if not exceed last year’s efforts; thanks to parents and 
carers who support this. 
 

Knit and Natter Club: This term Dr Durkin had the great idea to 
set up a knitting club at lunchtime on a Friday for pupils and staff. 
Knit and Natter is not only a social activity but we will also be 
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knitting 6’ by 6’ squares to form blankets which we will be giving 
to OXFAM. A worthy charity and such fun sharing a great skill and 
of course having a natter.   

The enthusiasm for this project has been such we have extended 
to a Monday lunchtime also. Thanks to Dr Durkin for creating this 
project and providing the equipment and to Mrs Park and Mrs Di 
Mascio for helping new knitters get going. All are welcome to 
join so if anyone hasn’t yet and would like to, please come along 
to Lab 4 on Monday. Don’t worry if you’ve never knitted there 
are lots of people to show you how, just bring yourself. 
 

With every blessing for a restful holiday and for the exciting prospect of Term 2! 
 

Jo Doyle 
(Lay Chaplain) 

☏ - 01424 713107 ext 126, ✉ - missdoylej@strichardscc.com 
 

 

Love in a Box  
 

The annual ‘Love in 
a Box’ appeal is for 
the Mustard Seed 
Charity. Pupils are 
asked to collect 

and pack a shoe box of presents for 
children in Eastern Europe who, 
otherwise, would not receive gifts at 
Christmas. Once filled, pupils should 
bring the shoe box into school and 
pass to Mr Eyre in B7. They will be 
collected by the charity in early 
November (date to be confirmed). 
 

For more information about this 
charity please visit their website: 
http://www.msrm.org.uk/ 
 
 
  

£4.00 

mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com
http://www.msrm.org.uk/


37 

PE Department News 
 

Girls Football 
Our U13 (Year 7+8) team had their first game together with a tough first round match in the English 
Schools FA Cup on 1st October. They were drawn at home to Dorothy Stringer from Brighton. We 
conceded 3 early goals but grew in confidence as the game progressed and a wonder goal from 
Erin Todd, followed by a super strike from Auraelia Copley, brought the game back to 5-2. 
Unfortunately, Stringer scored two further goals and won the game 7-2. Well done to the team for 
an excellent effort, showing determination and promise for the future. Thank you also to the parents 
who came and supported. The team were: Jane Adjei, Amelia Allen, Auraelia Copley, Anna Gkertza, 
Kirsty Head, Cicely Holmes, Jessica McCann, Emma Sandeman, Ashlyn Thomas and Erin Todd. 
Thank you to Mr Lahache for his time and expertise in refereeing the game and to Alex Heggie and 
Daniel Hampton, Year 10 GCSE pupils, for running the line.  
 

Hastings & Rother Year 10 Netball League Tournament 
On Wednesday, 3rd October St Richard’s hosted the Hastings and Rother Year 10 Netball League 
Tournament. The pupils performed outstandingly, winning all of their games, with two games 
finishing in an 8-0 win for St Richard’s. Congratulations to the pupils involved. The team 
were:  Isabella East, Erika Body, Lucy Boreham, Taylor Potter, Izehi Ebhohimen, Jasmine Moulding 
and Lea Lansley. 
 

Sussex Schools Swimming Relay Championships 
Congratulations to our four teams who represented St Richard’s at the Sussex Schools Swimming 
relay championships held at the Pavilion Leisure Centre in Horsham. Competing against 30 other 
top swimming private schools and Sports Colleges they produced some outstanding performances. 
Junior Boys team: Malachi Affonso, Felix Merritt, Harry Fletcher and Jasper Colwell 
Junior Girls team: Besiana Martinaj, Sophie Collett, Grace Buchanan and Eliza Pocock 
Intermediate Boys team: Bil Shay, Alex Heggie, Adam Seal and Joseph Roser 
Intermediate Girls team: Annabelle Goldsmith, Emma Roper, Kaitlyn Payne and Betsie Field 
 

County & District Football Trials 
Several St Richard's boys and girls have impressed at the County and District football trials. The 
following pupils have successfully made the teams: 
Representing District level: Franz Cuison, Dom Corbin, Arthur Karapetyan, John-Paul Simpson, 
George Murphy, Finlay Holter, Alex Heggie, Aaron Cook, Oskar Lockyer and Baxter Orchard. 
Representing County level: Oskar Lockyer, Baxter Orchard, Jasmine Moulding and Abi Dolding. 
 

Boys’ Football 
All of the boys’ football teams are competing in the A League. This is the top league for the area 
and consequently all of the matches so far have been played to an excellent standard. St Richard’s 
are one of only two schools that have managed to represent every year group in this top league. 
 

The Year 8 football 
team have started their 
season with 2 excellent 
performances. In their 
first match against 
Claremont the boys 
went 2-0 down to a 
couple of outrageous 
finishes in the first 2 
minutes. Following this 
frustrating start they 
fought back to make it 
2-1. As the second half 
went on St Richard's 
came closer and closer to getting the equaliser and forced several fine saves from the Claremont 
goalkeeper. In the last 5 minutes Year 8 were pushing lots of players forward to get the equaliser 
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and consequently conceded a third goal on the break; this was against the run of play. Although this 
resulted in a defeat for their first match, it was a fine performance and the boys were very unfortunate 
not to take something out of the game against a strong Claremont side. 
 

The second Year 8 match was a hugely convincing win away against local rivals St Leonard's 
Academy. Arthur Karapetyan was constantly a problem for the home team and he bagged an 
impressive hatrick. John-Paul Simpson made a great run into the box to strike home a whipped in 
cross from Freddie Smiles. Jathusan Thevarasa and Francesco Lombardo were also on the score 
sheet in the emphatic win. Harris Thorogood-Swoffer should receive a special mention for keeping 
a clean sheet. He was on hand to sweep things up on the few occasions that St Leonard's pushed 
towards the St Richard's goal. 
 

The Year 11 team began the season in a similar fashion to the Year 8 boys. They also played 
Claremont away in their first match. St Richard's were marginally the better team for most of the 
match and certainly created the better chances of the match, but it was Claremont that stole the 
result with a precise free kick strike in the last few minutes of the match. 
 

The Year 11 team reacted well in their second match against Claverham. In this tricky away fixture, 
they had a much slower pitch to contend with. In fact, it was the slow pitch that contributed to the 
boys losing the ball when trying to play out of their own penalty area twice early on in the game. 
Despite conceding 2 soft goals and going 2-0 down, the boys learnt from this and reacted to the 
conditions. They went on to dominate the match and fired home 4 in total, winning the match 4-3. 
 

Year 10 are currently a team in transition. They began the season missing a few key players from 
their squad due to injury. Although they are yet to get their first win, I am sure it will come soon. 
Their first match was a very tough first game away against a William Parker team that made the 
National Finals. The boys defended extremely well in the opening part of the game and they were 
able to keep the score at 0-0 for the first 20 minutes. William Parker went on to win the match, but 
there were plenty of positives to take from the game. The boys improved in their second match 
against Claverham and were much more of an attacking threat with Reuben Kudjo, Aaron Cook and 
Quincey Gilbert all finding the score sheet against Claverham. 
 

Other Sporting Successes 

 Marnie Horan performed at the Sussex Championships Gymnastics competition in Burgess Hill. 
Marnie and her partner came home with the gold medal for first place in their grade and so are 
Sussex champions.   

 Abigail Dolding is part of the U14 Brighton and Hove Albion Regional Talent Club squad for the 
season 2018/19. 

 Oskar Lockyer has been offered opportunities to trial at several professional football clubs. He 
is currently trialling at Charlton Athletic. 

 Hollie Young had an exceptional Cricket season. She went on to take 49 wickets, finishing 
with 35 for Sussex (top in Sussex county sides, including women's 1st team), 7 for Ansty 
Ladies and lastly 7 for Surrey Stars U19 regional development squad. 

 Dom Carey had multiple success at a recent rowing event. He won the U16 four-mile row at sea 
from Dawlish to Shaldon. Dom also did well in handicap events and participated in the men's 
3,000m Seine boat rowing. He also won the best overall U16 performance over the entire 
regatta. 

 

Clubs 
If your son/daughter has yet to join a club, please encourage him/her to do so.  
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Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader of PE 
 

CERTIFICATE & PRIZE EVENING - Wednesday, 7th November 2018 
 

Our Annual Certificate and Prize Evening will shortly be 
upon us when our leavers will be receiving their GCSE 
certificates and prizes will be presented to pupils still 
at the college based on their endeavours and service 
in the academic year 2017-2018.  
 

In previous years, the response to our appeal for 
financial support has been excellent. If you would like 
to make a financial donation towards the prizes for this 
event, please complete the tear off slip below and 
return it to Miss Cronin with your donation. This 
support is greatly appreciated and contributes to the 
success of the evening. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please return to the Principal    PRIZE EVENING 
 

Pupil's Name:  .............................................................................  Form:  ……………………………………………….. 

I enclose  ..............................  as a donation towards the cost of prizes for Prize Evening.  

Signed: ……………………………………………………. (Parent/Carer)  Date: ………………………………………………………………..  

P.E. DEPARTMENT CLUBS/PRACTICES (OCT-DEC 2018) 

 
Before School 
(7:45-8:30am) 

Lunchtime Afterschool 1 Afterschool 2 Afterschool 3 

MONDAY 

 TABLE TENNIS 
YEARS 7-9 

BOYS & GIRLS 
 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 7 

BOYS & GIRLS 

BADMINTON 

ALL YEARS 

BOYS & GIRLS 

GYMNASTICS 

ALL YEARS 

GIRLS ONLY  

 

TUESDAY 

 
TABLE TENNIS 

YEAR 7-9 
BOYS & GIRLS 

 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 8 & 9 BOYS 

 

FOOTBALL  

YEAR 9 & 10 
BOYS 

 

 

GCSE/BTEC 
SPORT 

Intervention Year 
11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 

 
BASKETBALL 

YEAR 8 & 9 GIRLS 

NETBALL 
YEAR 9-11 

GIRLS 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 8 & 9 

BOYS 
 

THURSDAY 

 
TABLE TENNIS 

YEARS 7-9 
BOYS 

 

FITNESS CLUB 
YEAR 10 & 11 

GIRLS 
 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 10 & 11 

BOYS 

FOOTBALL 

ALL YEARS 

 GIRLS 

NETBALL 
YEAR 7 & 8  

GIRLS 

FIXTURE NIGHT 
BOYS 

FRIDAY 

 TABLE TENNIS 
GCSE PE 

 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 10 & 11 

GIRLS 

FOOTBALL 

YEAR 7 & 8 

BOYS 
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2018/2019 (as at October 2018) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

Year 9 Residential to Barcelona departs Thursday, 18th October 
Year 7 Induction Mass Thursday, 18th October (7:00pm) 
MUFTI Day for Sports Hall Friday, 19th October 
End of Term 1 Friday, 19th October 
 

First Day of Term Two for pupils Monday, 29th October 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 7th November (9:15am) 
Prize Evening, De La Warr Pavilion Wednesday, 7th November (6:30pm for 7:00pm start) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 15th November (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Settling In Parents’ Evening Thursday, 22nd November (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
INSET Day (school closed for pupils) Monday, 3rd December  
MUFTI Day for Surviving Christmas charity Thursday, 13th December 
Christmas Dinner Day Thursday, 13th December 
Advent Service Tuesday, 18th December (7:00pm) 
End of Term 2 Wednesday, 19th December 
 

First Day of Term Three for pupils Monday, 7th January 2019 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 10th January (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 16th January (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 17th January (6:15pm) 
Year 9 Curriculum Evening Wednesday, 23rd January (6:00pm-8:00pm) 
Careers Fayre (in the school gym) Thursday, 7th February (2:00pm-4:00pm) 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 7th February (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 3 Friday, 15th February 
 

First Day of Term Four for pupils Monday, 25th February 2019 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th March (9:15am) 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 14th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 21st March (6:15pm) 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 28th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 4 (Easter Services for pupils) Friday, 5th April 
 

First Day of Term Five for pupils Tuesday, 23rd April 2019 
PTFA meeting Tuesday, 23rd April (7:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 1st May (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 2nd May (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 23rd May (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 5 Friday, 24th May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 3rd June 2019 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 12th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 13th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening for Sept. 2019 admissions Wednesday, 19th June (7:00pm) 
INSET DAY Monday, 24th June 
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 29th June 
BLOCK Day 1 Thursday, 4th July 
BLOCK Day 2 Friday, 5th July 
Summer Production 9th, 11th and 12th July (evening performances) 
Sports Day Wednesday, 10th July 
End of Term 6 Friday, 19th July  
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. You will be reminded via 

EduLink. If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter then please email your details 

to Mrs Klein (mrskleink@strichardscc.com), indicating whether you would prefer an A4 or A5 edition. 
 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

