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Welcome from Miss Cronin





 Ensuring Successful Outcomes in 
English at KS3

● Reading regularly at home.
● Interleaving key word recall, memorising acronyms 

and spellings.
● Developing confidence at sharing opinions with 

others.
● Completion of homework or prior learning tasks.







Each assessment piece is 50 minutes and is 
completed in the classroom in exam conditions.

Pupils may use their books and planning to support 
them.

This is with the exception of the end of year 
exams.







Key words lists







Speaking and Listening

Group, pair and whole class discussion.

Drama and role play.

Presenting in formal contexts.

I



Intervention
Handwriting intervention.

Sound training.

Reading intervention and peer support.

Monday morning intervention based on focused groups in year 9.

Friday lunchtime support group.



Useful websites
https://www.spellzone.com/  Those pupils with spelling ages below their 
chronological age will be given a log in so they can complete this at home.

http://www.classicreader.com/  Free classics to read online.

https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/?phase=secondary 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/encoura
ging-reading-ages-9-11/

https://www.spellzone.com/
http://www.classicreader.com/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/?phase=secondary
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/encouraging-reading-ages-9-11/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/encouraging-reading-ages-9-11/


 Year 9 - Ensuring Successful 
Outcomes in the Maths GCSE (9-1)

- How the exam works
- Help available in school

- Help available outside of school

 Year 8 - Ensuring Successful 
Outcomes at KS3 Maths

- Help available in school
- Help available outside of school



 Year 8 - Ensuring Successful 
Outcomes at KS3 Maths

- Help available in school
- Help available outside of school



Year 8 - Keep up the good work from year 7!

Pupils should make the most of their time 
with their teachers, this will have the biggest 
impact on their learning.

The textbooks used in class are available to 
be viewed online. Homework books too.

Pupils will be reminded of their logins for the 
online textbooks over the next few weeks.

Regular chapter tests, please acknowledge 
results at home by signing their test papers.

Early intervention for pupils identified as at 
risk of not passing GCSE Maths.



 Year 9 - Ensuring Successful 
Outcomes in the Maths GCSE (9-1)

- How the exam works
- Help available in school

- Help available outside of school



Increase in difficulty, increase in content, increase in content that needs memorisation
Exams: Summer 2020
Grade 5 is key for college courses (but obviously some pupils aim much higher and will need higher in some cases)



Grade 4 is equivalent to a low grade C, grade 5 is now considered a ‘good pass’
No grade boundaries will be published in advance, it is all about how you compare to everyone else in the country.
                 
However, it is recommended that you aim for 75% in Foundation for a grade 5 and 35% in Higher for a grade 5; 
other suggested grade boundaries available on request.



Lessons – The pupils still have approximately 500 of these left (700 for year 8):      
they must make the most of them, work hard and they will be well prepared!

GCSE drop in session: Pupils are to bring any classwork or homework with them that 
they have struggled with – details TBC

Intervention sessions starting from the last term of Year 10; earlier if we feel there is 
a group that requires it!

What help is available in school?



This website contains past 
exam papers.

- Real exam questions

- Scaffolding provided for 
more complex questions

- Instant feedback

- Tracks pupil progress 
throughout the two 
years

What help is available outside of school?



What help is available outside of school?



What help is available outside of school?



What help is available outside of school?



What help is available outside of school?

This website contains tuition 
videos and questions on 
every GCSE topic.

- Homework questions 
come with videos for 
extra support if you get 
stuck!

- Or search by topic/grade

- Instant feedback

- Tracks your progress 
throughout the two years



What help is available outside of school?



What help is available outside of school?

The textbooks used in class are 
available to be viewed online.

Revision guides will be available 
for purchase over the next few 
weeks.

Pupils will be reminded of this, 
their logins for the three online 
resources mentioned previously 
and the drop-in session details 
over the next few weeks (all 
details on one slip of paper and 
available on school website)



Science

https://sites.google.com/a/strichardscc.com/st-richard-s-science/


The Assessment System







The Assessment System
Year 8 targets range from 2 to 6 and Y9 from 3 to 7

Three assessment points in the year: December (end of term 2), April (end of term 
4), July (end of term 6)

July profiles are based on the end of year exam in most subjects which will help to 
inform the next year’s targets



Pupil Well-being
How best to support 

young people



Well-being in teenagers
• Record levels of young people are struggling. Academic pressure, social media, bullying, poverty, lack of 

availability of professional mental health support – all have been named as contributing to this epidemic of poor 
mental health in our young people.

• What can we do to support?  Early Warning Signs
• Experiencing one or more of the following feelings or behaviours can be an early warning sign of a problem: 
• Sudden decrease in school performance
• Excessive fears and worries 
• Loss of interest in friends or favourite activities
• Extreme hyperactivity
• Loss of appetite - Sudden changes in weight
• Excessive worry about weight gain
• Sudden changes in sleep habits
• Visible prolonged sadness 
• Substance use or abuse 
• Seeing or hearing things that are not there 
• Thinking of harming yourself / others 
• Eating/sleeping too much or too little 
• Yelling or fighting with family / friends 
• Experiencing severe mood swings that cause problems in relationships 
• Having persistent thoughts and memories you can't get out of your head 
• Hearing voices or believing things that are not true 



Take 10



Take 10

Make 
appropriate 
eye contact



Take 10



Take 10



Resilience



Building Resilience



Building Resilience



Building Resilience



Worries
Who can help me? Where can I go for 

          help?

Who do I trust? What can I 
do?

Things that I am 
worried about



What can the school do?
• We have now developed a toolkit for staff and parents alike and have support 

mechanisms in place for young people to access.  The toolkit has telephone 
numbers and websites for help and support as well as signs and symptoms of 
various different aspects of Well-being.  It also gives tips for building resilience.

• We have several in-house services on hand within the school, as well as external 
agencies such as the Schools Health Service, CAMHS and the School Counsellor 
to whom we can refer pupils.  In assemblies and PSHE, we have been discussing 
Well-being, with the aim of reducing the stigma that is currently attached to 
mental health and to enable pupils to speak more freely about any issues they are 
facing.

• This year will see pupils nominated to become 
Well-being Ambassadors to offer peer 
support. A Well-being area is also being 
developed within the school grounds for pupils 
to access and receive support.



Edulink- School Communication Application
Logging On https://www.edulinkone.com/#!/login 

What is it?

How will I use it?

Can I get it on my mobile devices?

Issues - email itservices@strichardscc.com 

Editing personal data- Check and update contact information

https://www.edulinkone.com/#!/login
mailto:itservices@strichardscc.com




IN  school OUT of school
b

ro
ke

n
 le

g slight cold/cough vomiting
stomach ache
mild headache

over tired
missing homework

friendship issues

diarrhoea



How many days of school are you 
required to attend in a year?

190



What is the desired minimum 
attendance % ?

97%



If you achieved 97% attendance, 
how many days would you be off 

school in the whole year?

5.7



If you achieved 90% attendance, 
how many days would you be off 

school in the whole year?

19



85% attendance - 15% of the 
school year missed equates to...

6 weeks

1.
(an entire school term!)



Does Attendance Matter?



Expectations of pupils who are 
absent 

1. Get back into school ASAP
2. Be Proactive
3. Ask the teacher what they missed or are 

missing via email
4. Catch up classwork missed
5. Complete homework - all on Edulink



What to expect if your child is 
persistently absent

• Phone call home from Mrs Jones/Pastoral Leader
• Absence patterns discussed/highlighted
• Medical evidence submitted to Mrs Jones for 3 days + 

absence
• *NEW* 3 phases of Absence will require evidence from now 

on as well.
• Letters sent home to parents from Mrs Jones (below 95%) if 

no improvement - invited in for a meeting in school
• Reviews and meetings with pupil and parents - no 

improvement prosecution
• Prosecution and fines




