
1 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter No. 1 – September 2018 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I would like to welcome you all to a new academic year.  I hope it will be a happy, healthy, enriching and successful 
year for all in our school community.  The term has got off to a really positive start with all year groups celebrating 
Mass and receiving a blessing for the school year ahead. 

I would like to welcome the following new staff: MissTester (German and French), Mrs Landa (Spanish and German), 
Miss Kent (KS3 Maths and Numeracy Co-ordinator), Mr Parker-Harding (Maths), Mrs Harker (KS3 Co-ordinator of 
PE), Mrs Akrasi (Geography), Miss Ralph (ICT Services Apprentice) and Miss Harris (PA – maternity cover). I hope 
they will have a happy and successful career here in St Richard’s. Mr Jacobs has now joined the Leadership and 
Management Team as Assistant Principal for maths; Mr Steele has taken on Pastoral Leader of Year 8 following 
Miss Easton’s decision to step down; Mr Rome is now KS4 Co-ordinator for Maths and Miss Rowland is now KS3 
Co-ordinator for English. Can I also take this opportunity to welcome our trainees: Miss Fernadez-Gomez (MFL) 
and Mr Stewart (music). I am sure they will gain much from their training experience and flourish as teachers. Adding 
to staff news, I am sure you will be delighted to hear that our music teacher, Mrs Byrne, was awarded ‘Teacher of 
the Year’ by More Radio at the end of term six in recognition of her inspirational teaching, extra-curricular 
commitment and passion for her subject. A well-deserved honour for an outstanding professional. 
 

I am pleased to inform you that our Year 11 of 2017-2018 performed really well in the new, more challenging GCSEs, 
achieving 83% 4-9 grades including maths and English and 61% 5-9 grades including maths and English. AS results 
in RE were very good as were Year 9 Astronomy results and a group of linguists achieved 100% A* or grade 9. Well 
done to all the pupils, to the staff for their relentless drive to support each child in achieving their potential and finally 
to you, parents/carers, for encouraging your child to work hard and achieve their best. 
 

Current pupils will be expected to work hard towards targets set, behave well and participate in the wider life of the 
school.  Employers and Universities are interested in well-rounded individuals and we aspire to provide all pupils 
with the relevant opportunities and experiences, as well as leadership opportunities. Please encourage your 
son/daughter to get involved. Additionally, please keep the school informed of your son/ daughter’s participation in 
activities outside of school, so that we can acknowledge and celebrate their achievements. 

During the summer holidays, work started on preparing the foundations for the new four court sports hall. The 
weather was good to us and meant that the builders kept to schedule. On Sunday, 23rd September 21m beams will 
be delivered to begin the process of developing the structure. It is hoped that the sports hall will be ready by 
December at the latest and will lead to the transformation of PE lessons for all pupils. Within this newsletter we have 
a wishlist for sports hall equipment – if you can help in any way to purchase any of these items then the pupils and 
I will be grateful. A family has already donated £2000 in memory of their daughter who was a former pupil of the 
school. We hope to organise a number of sponsored activities including a walk later on this term so that the sports 
hall will be well-equipped. Please make any donations payable to St Richard’s Catholic College, indicating if the 
amount can be Gift Aided. 

There are a number of reminders in this newsletter and a plea to join our PTFA or PFGs (Parental Focus Groups). 
The on-line communication tool, EduLink, is also explained along with our new Rewards system. There is also an 
advert looking for volunteers to serve as Parent Governors (see page 2 for further details). The support of 
parents/carers is much appreciated by all staff so I do hope we will see you at the events planned. All dates can be 
found on the back page of this newsletter and these will be regularly updated as new workshops are 
planned/organised. 

Finally, I would like to thank you for the high standard of uniform and appearance of the vast majority of pupils at 
the start of this term.  I trust you will continue to support your child/children in all areas of school life.  I look forward 
to seeing you during this academic year.  Please get in touch if you have any concerns related to your child, his/her 
progress or school life in general. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Principal 
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Message from the Chair of Governors 

 

Welcome to a new school year and a special welcome to Year 7 pupils, their 

parents and carers and to new staff who have joined St Richard’s this term. We 

look forward to an exciting year with many events, not least the new sports hall 

emerging from the ground and anticipated to be operational for early 2019.   
 

Governors have already met for the first meeting of the year to review, with Miss 

Cronin and the leadership team, the exam results for 2017-2018 and to look at the 

priorities for the college in the coming year. This meeting will be the first of a number of occasions 

across the coming academic year where Governors come into school both formally and 

informally. 
 

This year, we have two vacancies for Parent Governors. If you are interested in being considered 

for one of these vacancies, please check out the Governor section of the school website for more 

information on what is involved. You will then need to submit a brief expression of interest to the 

school. If the number of applicants exceeds the vacancies, parents will be asked to vote on who 

they would like to represent them. I do hope you will give this opportunity some serious 

consideration; we are a friendly bunch, who would welcome your contribution to the college. 
 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

Parent Governor Vacancies 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

The Governing Body currently has two vacancies for Parent Governors and we would like to invite you to 

consider becoming a Parent Governor or nominating another parent. If you wish to stand for election as 

one of the Parent Governors you will need to complete a nomination form, along with a declaration of 

eligibility (see website or email Diane Johnson, clerk@strichardscc.com, for a copy). These will need to 

be returned by 12.00 noon on Friday, 28th September 2018 addressed to the Principal.  
 

Parent governors play a very important role in keeping the Governing Body aware of the views from the 

parental perspective. They are a vital part of our team and I hope that there are parents willing to give 

their time and commitment to this important role. 
 

The skills you have can be very useful to the Governing Body. For example, the Governing Body would 

like to enhance its skill set with governors who have expertise in human resources, finance and law. If 

you have experience in these areas, would you consider applying? 
 

To be an effective team, the Governing Body expects Governors to: 

 Attend and participate in Governor meetings, generally five times per year.  

 Join one of the committees that support the Governing Body to fulfil its functions (3 times per 

year). 

 Prepare for meetings by reading supporting paperwork to ensure active participation. 

 Be a source of ideas and a good communicator. 

 Visit the school informally at least three times a year at events such as school performances, 

Prize Evening, Parents’ Evenings.  

 Participate in other activities as and when required, such as joining interview panels for 

prospective staff; touring the school premises to help decide priorities for significant enhancement 

of the buildings, or to offer advice to the school in non-academic areas where they have relevant 

professional expertise or experience. 

 Undergo appropriate training, research or be part of working groups on specific tasks.  
 

If the number of nominations received is equal to, or less than, the number of vacancies, the nominees 

will automatically be elected as parent governors. If, however, there are more nominations than 

vacancies, an election will be held and copies of the personal statements will be sent to all parents. Five 

school working days will be allowed for the return of ballot papers. Each parent will have one vote for 

each vacancy, no matter how many children he or she has at the college.  
 

If you would like to find out more about how you can contribute to governance at our school, please 

email Diane Johnson (clerk@strichardscc.com) with your contact details to pass onto the Chair of 

Governors who will contact you to discuss the role. Alternatively, you can view East Sussex County 

Council’s website about Governors and their roles at: 

http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schoolgovernors/becoming/default.htm  
 

Yours sincerely 

Miss Cronin, Principal 

mailto:clerk@strichardscc.com
mailto:clerk@strichardscc.com
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schoolgovernors/becoming/default.htm
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Mission Statement 
 

Comitas, Scientia, Caritas 
St Richard’s Catholic College is a community where all are welcomed in the 

spirit of Christian love and respect. 

Our school encourages the wonder and joy of learning in order to ensure that 

every pupil reaches their full potential. 

We enable all to flourish and grow together in friendship and in faith. 

We aspire to be courageous, having the integrity and the spiritual strength to 

make a positive difference in the world, both now and in the future. 

We endeavour to cherish our school motto of Community, knowledge and 

Charity. 

‘I have come so that all may have life, and have it to the full.’ (John 10:10) 
 

We will endeavour to put our Mission Statement at the heart of all we do as a community this 

academic year. 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

May I take this opportunity to once again welcome all new Year Seven families to 

our community of St Richard’s. The first week has been hectic but I am extremely 

pleased with the way each child has settled into life here. We have had a lot of 

smiles and enthusiasm. In each newsletter, I try to give out advance warning of 

future events; useful tips about how home and school can work together to 

support your child, and feedback about life in Year Seven.  
 

The first piece of information to which I would like to direct your attention is our 

home-school communication app - EduLink. This is an app which enables you to 

see your child’s progress daily and shares a whole host of information from their timetable to their 

attendance. More information about this is on page 9 of this newsletter. 
 

The social aspect of school is very important and I would like you to look at the many clubs available 

this term. This is a great way to make new friends and experience everything we have to offer. I will 

be sharing a clubs list on EduLink shortly. 
 

At the end of Term One, you are invited to a Welcome Mass on Thursday, 18th October starting at 

7pm. A letter will be sent out later in the term giving more details. This is a real celebration and 

blessing of your child as they start their journey through St Richard’s, so please mark it in your diaries. 
 

On Wednesday, 12th September, I hosted a workshop looking at many aspects of life in Year Seven 

and I thank everyone who attended. Remember, if you do have any concerns, however small, 

please get in contact sooner rather than later. All staff emails are on our website or contact me via 

the school office. Another opportunity to meet is on Thursday, 27th September when I will be holding 

a ‘drop-in’ between 8:45-10:30am. Please report to Reception if attending. 
  

Mobile phones: If you attended the workshop earlier this week, you will have been part of a 

discussion about mobile phones. At St Richard’s, we do not allow pupils to bring in phones except 

in exceptional circumstances. If you feel you have an exceptional circumstance, you must write to 

Miss Cronin outlining the reasons. I ask that parents support us in this. In terms of safety travelling to 

and from school, I would remind parents that we have staff on duty all the way to the train station 

and on the platforms. Our working relationship with the train guards and station personnel is 

excellent.  
 

Finally, a big plea: please ensure that you label every piece of clothing belonging to your child. We 

have had many lost jumpers in the first few days and, as they were not labelled, it is almost 

impossible to reunite them with their owners. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
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YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

 

Welcome back, Year 8, and welcome to the new pupils starting with us this term. I 

am delighted and honoured to lead this year group, and will do my best to ensure 

pupils in my care have the best possible experience at St Richard’s. I have a fantastic 

team of tutors who will continue to do a wonderful job in supporting your children, 

and I would urge you to contact them directly if you have any questions or concerns. 

Email addresses are available on the school website at www.strichardscc.com then 

clicking ‘About’ and then ‘Key Staff’. If you right click the ‘envelope’ icon you will be 

able to copy the email address to your preferred application. 
 

I feel that Year 8 is a very important time and can easily be underestimated. The natural enthusiasm 

and excitement that comes with starting a new school can begin to wane, and pupils can make 

the mistake of “taking it easy” with exams and important curriculum decisions seemingly a long way 

off. However, it is a crucial year in terms of establishing good work habits, building confidence and 

self-esteem, and in developing a sense of resilience and independence. I will be encouraging pupils 

to take ownership of their own academic and personal lives as they mature and grow over the 

course of the year. I will also be asking them to avail themselves of the many fantastic clubs and 

extra-curricular activities we have on offer, as this is the best way to truly make the most of their 

school experience, forming positive memories that I hope they will carry with them through life.  
 

PSHEe: The programme of work starts by considering 50 things a teenager should do before they 

are 20 years old. The content intends to open their eyes and broaden their minds in preparation for 

adulthood and increased independence in years to come. Following on, Year 8 pupils will work 

through units considering emotional well-being. Topics include: motivation, self-esteem, body 

image and stress. 
 

This year, I look forward to seeing the different forms’ charity fundraising events. I will be asking pupils, 

parents and carers to give generously so that we can show the difference that can be made to 

very needy causes. I will also be asking pupils to be generous with their time, and hope that those 

happy to do so will feel spiritually enriched, and will come to know the incredible satisfaction that 

comes with selfless action.  
 

I am looking forward to working in partnership with you to ensure your child has a fantastic Year 8. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at any point if I can be of assistance.  
 

Mr Steele, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
I would like to begin the year by wishing both parents/carers and pupils a warm 

welcome to Year 9, as well as welcoming new pupils to our college community; I 

trust you have had a restful break and are relishing the challenges ahead. 
 

Last year I was a form tutor within this year group, so I know how lovely the pupils 

are and I am looking forward to guiding them through to the conclusion of Key 

Stage 3 and in making choices for their GCSE courses. As you will already be aware, 

Year 9 are blessed with a rich and experienced group of tutors who will continue 

to do a fantastic job in supporting your children. Please do make contact with 

tutors directly to give information or raise concerns. Email addresses are available 

on the school website, by clicking ‘About’ and then ‘Key Staff’. If you right click the ‘envelope’ icon 

you will be able to copy the email address to your preferred application. The pupils have returned 

in good spirits following the summer break and I look forward to seeing this enthusiastic, mature start 

continue throughout the year. 
 

PSHEe: Year 9 will be focusing on some crucial topics in PSHEe this term, looking at citizenship 

followed by emotional health and well-being next term. If you would like further information on the 

PSHEe course or you would like to withdraw your child from SRE education please contact me. 
 

Fundraising/social events: I am looking forward to the pupils in Year 9 being fully involved in college 

life and we will hopefully organise several innovative and exciting charity and social events during 

the course of the academic year. I am also looking forward to seeing the different forms’ charity 

mailto:mrsteelej@strichardscc.com
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fundraising events. I thank you in advance for your support with fundraising in all its formats 

throughout the coming year. I continue to have great admiration for the generosity and 

extraordinary fundraising which takes place at St Richard’s. 
 

Throughout Year 9, pupils will collect ‘Achievement points,’ and will be rewarded both as forms and 

individuals for both these and attendance. The reward system has had a revamp this year with extra 

incentives for your child to flourish; this will be fully explained to the pupils in assembly and form time. 

A form cup will be awarded termly to the winners of the Year 9 Cup. 
 

Mr Holloway, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

I would like to begin the year by wishing both parents and pupils a warm welcome 

to Year 10. I hope you and your families have had a good summer break and the 

pupils are relishing the challenges of the Upper School, beginning the laying of solid 

foundations to ensure GCSE success.  
 

It is with great excitement that I begin the year knowing that I have, once again, a 

fantastic group of young people to guide throughout the initial stages of their GCSE 

course. The pupils have returned in good spirits following the summer break, I look 

forward to seeing this enthusiastic, mature start continue throughout Year 10.  
 

PSHEe: We will concentrate this term and next on relationships, using the resource the 

‘Baby Borrowers’ from the BBC. Work will also be completed surrounding anti-homophobia and hate 

language. We will also be looking at controlling and abusive relationships. As part of this 

programme, external speakers will come in to deliver considered and supportive workshops to our 

pupils. This will include Penny Beale, who lost her own daughter to domestic violence. You can find 

out more about the work Penny does on her website: http://www.pennybealememorialfund.org. 
 

We will continue to run the SAS programme (Safe Around Sex) which some Year 10 pupils will be 

invited to join. During the spring term, the Challenge Team will be in once again to deliver their high 

quality theatre performance on ‘keeping sex for marriage.’ If there is any aspect of the unit on 

relationships from which you would like your son/daughter to be withdrawn, or if you would like 

further information about the course on relationships, please call me to discuss. 
 

Now that your son/daughter is in Year 10, it is more important than ever to keep a track of their 

progress and work completed at home. Please utilise all of the functions on EduLink to monitor 

achievements, sanctions and homework as well as attendance and the school calendar. Please 

look through your son/daughter’s books regularly and discuss deadlines concerning homework 

assignments and controlled assessments to ensure that good work is being completed outside of 

school time.  
 

Homework in Year 10 should be around two hours per evening and there should never be an 

occasion when you are told ‘I have no homework’ or ‘no homework has been set!’ Homework is 

essential in supporting the learning within school and this year, it is crucial that it is being completed 

in depth and on time.  
 

There are a variety of support services for your son/daughter should they need extra help 

throughout Year 10. These range from one-to-one mentoring for academic support, to health and 

counselling support should it be required. Your son/daughter can self-refer to these support services 

through their tutor or myself as Pastoral Leader. 
 

Fundraising/Social Events: I am looking forward to Year 10 being fully involved in school life and we 

will hopefully organise several new charity and social events during the course of the academic 

year.  
 

This year, I look forward to once again seeing all the different forms’ innovative and lucrative charity 

fundraising events, which are an essential part of school life. I thank you in advance for your support 

with fundraising in all its formats throughout the coming year.  
 

Full engagement in all aspects of school life leads to a well-rounded individual and I hope that all 

pupils take on responsibility to put their faith into action by serving others in need.  
 

mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
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Intervention support: Any pupil who struggles to keep up with homework/deadlines/controlled 

assessments will be expected to remain behind after school to attend intervention sessions provided 

by staff with the aim of supporting them to get back on track. This proved to be extremely successful 

last year. Parents/Carers will be informed of days/times of the sessions if we feel your child would 

benefit from this support. 

Please do not hesitate to get in contact should you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s 

learning, progress or well-being. I look forward to working with you in partnership to ensure that this 

crucial year of your child’s education is as successful and happy as possible. I look forward to seeing 

you at the Revision Evening on Thursday, 4th October, at 6.00pm. With my best wishes for the 

academic year ahead. 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 10 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

Firstly, I would like to say welcome back to Year 11 and how pleased I am to be the 

Pastoral Leader of the year group. 
 

Congratulations to all of those pupils who have achieved Prefect status. Year 11 

Prefects have started the school year with lots of effort and helpfulness in their duties. 

On Tuesday, 18th September we have a Prefect training session in the hall with a 

takeaway pizza optional at the end. This session will concentrate on duties, how to 

help younger pupils, responsibilities on public transport and it will be a chance for 

the Prefects to have some social time together. 
 

This year is the most important year so far for your son/daughter in that it is paramount that every 

opportunity is taken to attend all intervention, booster and revision sessions possible. The last two 

years have demonstrated that early revision has paid off and attendance at extra-curricular 

sessions has proved invaluable. It is important that Year 11 concentrate on their studies this year and 

do not interfere with the learning of others. The code of conduct has been reviewed by each form 

tutor and by myself in assemblies at the start of term. 
 

On the first day of term, Year 11 began completing their UCAS applications online. This is an 

invaluable way for them to not only get their statements and applications ready for sixth form, but 

to set the groundwork for Higher Education. These need to be completed before 15th December. 

This is a vital year and pupils and parents can sometimes feel under pressure. To try to alleviate this 

pressure and exam anxiety, we have organised the following event: A revision strategies session for 

pupils with an external consultant: Thursday, 4th October 2018 (held during the school day). On the 

same evening, at 6.00pm, there will be a revision strategies event for parents with an opportunity to 

discuss the UCAS application. 
 

Year 11 Senior Leadership team for the Academic Year 2017-2018 

Congratulations to the following pupils on being elected to the Year 11 Senior Leadership team: 
 

Head Boy: William Brown Head Girl: Rose Wood 

Deputy Head Boy: Deshan Sureshan Deputy Head Girl: Eleanne Robinson 

Senior Prefects: Imeldah Ambetsa, Gregory Blake, Thomas Bocon, Furey Bollington, Jenson 

Chirackaparmpil Jaise, Archie Connor, Dilys Cornford, Ashlin Davidson, Trinity Funnell, Bradley Hare, 

Eden Jennings, Oskar Lockyer, Lottie Long, Joseph Neilan, Allysha Nhanda, Duncan Norris, Isabelle 

Pilon, Kiara Sendhilkumaran and Loralie Yeates. 
 

Prefects: Victoria Angell-Sanchez, Alexia Antonislas, Anthony Black, Freddie Brown, Grace 

Buchanan, Rosa-Jayne Cave, Scarlett Chalk, Georgina Cockett, Jade Coleman, Lexie Coleman, 

Andrea De Freitas-Rodriguez, Anna Donald, Sasha Fahy, Jake Fox, Isabella Gibbons, Carl Gonzales, 

Paige Harrod, Esme Jenkins, Phoebe King, Larisa Lam, Lewis Lands, Charlie Laver, Rebecca Law, 

Emily Macphail, Lily McGregor, Duncan Morgan, Joey Morris, Natasha Morrison, Brooke Murphy, 

Elizabeth Orden, Erin Osman, Abbie Pinnington, Phoebe Prett, Danika Radbourne, Alastair Rey, 

Adam Rispoli, Kaira Rubit, Dominic Sharp, Abby Smith, Emilie-Rose Sones, Leah Stevens, Mary-Anne 

Terry, Alex Toth, Gabby Vine and Christian Whiteley. 
 

Mr Doherty, Assistant Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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Pastoral Care 
 

Our Pastoral Leaders set out to create a year identity, foster team spirit and, alongside your child’s 

Form Tutor, nurture each child’s academic ability and potential. They also play a key role in working 

in partnership with you to strengthen character and encourage the development of the whole 

person through leadership, extra-curricular and team building opportunities. Never hesitate to 

contact your child’s Form Tutor or Pastoral Leader with any worries or concerns, however small these 

may appear to you. We want to work in partnership with you for the good of your child.  

All emails are accessible from the website and you can, of course, ring in to speak to a member of 

staff. Please just be aware that because of teaching commitments, appointments need to be 

made in advance of visits to the school. We will always return your call or reply to your email within 

24 hours. If there is an urgent matter someone will get back to you immediately. 

Please encourage your child to be fully involved in the life of the school this year. All pupils should 

be accessing at least one form of enrichment opportunity outside of the classroom; the choice is 

varied and plentiful. There will be many leadership opportunities available, from the many pupil 

forum representatives to a range of planning for fundraising and House activities.  

Key people in Pastoral Care  

Mr Bligh  Mr Steele  Mr Holloway  Mr Campbell 

Pastoral Leader of 

Year 7 

mrblighj@strichardscc.

com 

Pastoral Leader of 

Year 8 

mrsteelej@strichardsc

c.com 

Pastoral Leader of 

Year 9 

mrhollowayt@strichar

dscc.com 

Pastoral Leader of 

Year 10 

mrcampbellj@strichar

dscc.com 

 
   

Mr Doherty 

Pastoral Leader of 

Year 11 

mrdohertyr@strichards

cc.com 

Mrs Hills 

Supporting Looked 

After Children and 

Young Carers 

mrshillsa@strichardscc.

com 

Mrs White 

Mental Health and 

Well-being Champion 

mrswhitet@strichardsc

c.com 

Mr Padgham 

Pastoral Support – 

Mentoring 

mrpadghamm@strich

ardscc.com 

We also work very closely with the SENCO (Mr Smith) and the TA Co-Ordinators for Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities, and of course Jo Doyle, our Lay Chaplain. 

 

mailto:mrswhitet@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrswhitet@strichardscc.com
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Support Services available to your child 

We recognise that some young people may need more tailored help to guide them through a 

particular problem or time in their lives. When this happens, we have a range of professionals who 

come into school to offer this support: Counsellor, School Nurse service, Behaviour & Attendance 

team and Substance Misuse service. We also have many in-house support workshops from anger 

management to social use of language groups. We have an excellent bereavement support group 

run by trained members of staff called ‘Spectrum.’ 

If you would like further details about any of these support services please feel free to contact either 

myself or your son/daughter's Pastoral Leader or Form Tutor. 

Helping you to support your child’s learning 

We have a number of parent information evenings this year that will set out to show how you can 

actively support your child at this particular stage in their school life. So far this term we have had 

'Ensuring Success at Key Stage 4 (Year 10)' and ‘Year 7 Transition & Curriculum Evening.’ To come 

are: 

 Wednesday, 19th September 6.00-7.15pm Year 8&9 ‘Ensuring Success at Key Stage 3.’ 

 Thursday, 4th October 6.00pm Revision Evening for parents of Year 10 & 11 - Led by Education 

Consultant, Michele Miller 
 

Our expectation is that a parent/carer attends the evening relevant for their child. We do 

understand that circumstances beyond your control can get in the way of attendance and 

therefore another family relative is warmly welcome to come along and feedback the information. 

Journals 

Year 7 have a physical copy of the journal.  All other pupils now have workbooks with their 

timetable, homework timetable, and key information in a plastic wallet surrounding it.  As a school 

we are moving to an online system – EduLink, which is explained on page 9. 
 

Close Supervision 

Any pupil receiving Close Supervision will be required to stay in school until 5.00pm that day. 

Parents/carers are then to pick them up from school and complete an exit interview with the 

Pastoral Leader so we can be assured the behaviour that warranted such a serious sanction is not 

repeated. The school is open until 6.00pm and Miss Cronin or I are happy to supervise a pupil until 

6.00pm if it is difficult for a parent/carer to get out of work for 5.00pm.  
 

Child Protection 

Finally, I would like to signpost the school’s Child Protection policy which can be found on the 

website under policies. In line with procedures it has had its annual update. All parents are 

encouraged to read this policy. 

Mrs Bligh, Vice Principal (mrsblighd@strichardscc.com) 
 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
The PTFA will send out its own newsletter every month via EduLink. 

 
 

PTFA Welcome Meeting and AGM 
 

To say a big thank you to our existing PTFA and also to welcome any new members, we would like 
to invite you for drinks and nibbles on  

 

MONDAY, 17TH September at 7.00pm in the staff room 
 

We will have a short meeting with refreshments included. 
Please come along to find out how you can help the PTFA. 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Please check your contact details on the new EduLink communication system and make any 

necessary changes. It is essential that we have up-to-date contact information, including a 

parental email address. Thank you. 

mailto:mrsblighd@strichardscc.com
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NEW Parental Communication App - EduLink One 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To improve our parental communication, we have opted to 
merge all of our communication routes into one location. 
EduLink One enables both parents and pupils to check 
personal information, receive notifications regarding 
achievements, behaviour, attendance, and now replaces 
Show My Homework as the online homework platform.  
 

Parental logins have been sent out this week via a letter given 
to each pupil to take home. If you have not received a login for 
any reason or you have any queries please email our tech 
support team at:  
mrhollingsworthm@strichardscc.com  
 

Pupils have received training on this intuitive interface and 
opportunities for parental support were provided at the recent 
Curriculum evenings for Year 7 and Year 10 and is available 
for other year groups on:  

 Ensuring Success at KS3 (Years 8 and 9 parents) - 19th September 
 Revision Strategies evening for parents (Year 10 and 11 Parents) - 4th October 

 

If you have any additional queries regarding EduLink please do not hesitate to make contact. 
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal   
 

HOME-SCHOOL AGREEMENT 
 

1. The College undertakes to: 

 Provide a professionally sound education in the context of worship, teaching and morality of the 
Catholic Church. 

 Promote the moral, social, spiritual and physical development of the pupils in our care. 

 Ensure that at each Key Stage pupils are offered a curriculum, which is broad, balanced, challenging 
and in accordance with National Curriculum requirements. 

 Provide an ordered, disciplined and secure environment in which learning can take place and all 
pupils can flourish, in an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect. 

 Ensure that appropriate work is given in class and for homework, with due regard for each pupil’s 
ability and Special Educational Needs. 

 Ensure that work is assessed, challenging targets are set, and pupils’ progress is monitored on a 
regular basis. 

 Give clear guidance in respect of Options and other choices, including Career guidance. 

 Communicate regularly with parent/carers to keep them informed about their child’s progress, school 
events and other matters pertaining to the life of the college. 
 

2. As Parent(s)/Carer(s), I/we undertake to: 

 Support the Catholic ethos of the college. 

 Support the college, at all times, in its efforts to maintain high standards of achievement, uniform, 
discipline, attendance and punctuality. 

 Provide an environment conducive to learning at home. 

 Oversee homework. 

 Make the college aware of any concerns or circumstances affecting my/our child’s progress, well-
being, or the well-being of other pupils. 

mailto:mrhollingsworthm@strichardscc.com
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 Avail of opportunities, such as Parent/Carer Consultation Evenings and Curriculum Evenings, to 
discuss my/our child’s progress. 

 Encourage my/our child in their educational and social development, including their involvement in 
extra-curricular activities. 
 

3. As a Pupil I shall try to: 

 Contribute at all times in a positive way to this Catholic community. 

 Show pride in my school through my appearance, behaviour, kindness to others and commitment 
to work. 

 Attend college regularly and on time, with all the equipment I need each day. 

 Work to the best of my ability, in co-operation with teachers and other staff and pupils. 

 Abide by the rules of the college, both on the premises and travelling between home and college. 

 Show respect at all times for my fellow pupils and their property and for the college environment. 

 Contribute to and participate in liturgical, fund-raising and extra-curricular activities. 
 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

Pupils will: 

 Attend class promptly, with the correct books and equipment. 

 Enter and leave the classroom in a quiet, orderly manner. 

 Settle down to lessons quickly, respecting the right of other pupils to listen and work. 

 Exercise tolerance of one another, especially when personal opinions are expressed. 

 Respect the classroom environment and leave the room clean and tidy. 

 Abide by the rules of the college community. 
 

Equipment needed 
Remember that you can buy stationery from the library, calculators and some equipment from the Maths 
department, Bibles from the RE department, sketch books from Art and PE kit from the PE department. You 
must always have a black or blue pen for writing and a purple pen for correcting your work. Headphones are 
also invaluable for working on the tablets/laptops.  
 

 

ANTI-BULLYING AND FRIENDSHIP CODE 
 

In St Richard’s we strive to create an open atmosphere of mutual respect and love in which bullying 
behaviour is unnecessary and unacceptable.  

 We support each other by ensuring that no-one is insulted, offended or harmed in any way. 

 We recognise that everyone has the right to happiness, free from injury or intimidation. 

 We wish ours to be a listening, ordered environment, with open channels of communication between all 
staff and all pupils.  

 
If you have any concerns or questions regarding bullying, please contact Mrs Hills 
(mrshillsa@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

‘BE ST RICHARD’S’ 

Rewards at St Richard’s 

This year we are introducing a new rewards system. I would like to thank the pupils, staff and the 
Parental Focus Group for their input into the new ‘Be St Richard’s’ rewards system. 
 

Each year group has a St Richard’s ‘Be-Attitude’ which their Pastoral Leader will utilise as the theme 
for their year group. The rewards system works in conjunction with the collection of achievement 
points by pupils. The number of points collected can be tracked by pupils and parents using their 
EduLink account.  
 

Pupils will be rewarded with achievement points for a variety of positive behaviours, from good 
attendance and exceptional work to contributions made to school life, effort and positive attitude. As 
pupils progress through the milestones, rewards are shared with them in various ways with the aim 
for pupils to complete all milestones by the end of the academic year. Pupils will be invited to termly 
rewards assemblies and trips at different stages during the year. There is a link to the rewards chart 
on your EduLink account under the ‘links’ section. 
  

mailto:mrshillsa@strichardscc.com
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If you have any questions regarding the new reward system please email mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com.  
 

Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal  

 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com


12 

SANCTIONS 2018-2019 
 

OFFENCE SANCTION 

Dyeing of hair 
Inappropriate hairstyle 

 Hair back to normal asap. 
 Pastoral Leader to decide if pupil needs to be withdrawn from lessons or sent 

home or to barbers/hairdressers. 
 Community Service until hairstyle/colour is acceptable. 
 Saturday detention 

Hair styling products  Remove hair styling products. 
 1 day Community Service. 
 Persistent - Pastoral Detention.  

Incorrect Shoes/Trainers  1 day Community Service if no letter from parent/carer. 
 Hire of school shoes for day (50p donation to charity). 

Appearance, e.g. top 
button/skirt rolled up/Make-
up/Nail polish 

 1 day Community Service. Fine given if using make-up wipe or nail polish 
remover (20p donation to charity). 

 Persistent - Pastoral Detention or five days Community Service. 

Gum  Community Service x 3 days 

Lack of equipment  General (pen, purple pen etc.) - 1 day community service 
 Subject specific (e.g. calculator, PE kit) - lunchtime detention supervised by 

that member of staff. 

Jewellery  Confiscate for a fortnight. Pass to Pastoral Leader in a labelled, dated 
envelope. Up to pupil to collect. 

Late for school  Community Service – number of days given will be in relation to time missed. 
 Persistent - Pastoral Leader to issue after-school detention and put on 

punctuality report. 

Late to lesson  Individual member of staff to set a break or lunch time detention. 

Truanting from a 
lesson/lessons 

 Make up time after-school and/or Saturday or Inset Day. If individual lesson 
is missed subject teacher to give sanction; if whole day Pastoral Leader to 
organise. 

Using the wrong toilets 
outside of lesson time 

 Community Service x 3 days 

Disrupting learning of others 
or showing disrespect. 

 Detention given by member of staff. If in a cover lesson, Cover Supervisor to 
notify Subject Leader who will set detention and supervise. Phone call home 
to discuss. 

Mobile Phones/Mobile 
devices  

 Confiscate and parent/carer has to collect. 4 days Community Service. 
 If phone used on site - Pastoral Detention. 

Swearing  At a member of staff – fixed term exclusion. 
 At a fellow pupil in front of a member of staff – Close Supervision/Saturday 

detention. 
 Any other use of a swear-word - 5 days Community Service. 

Cigarettes/lighter/ 
e-cigarettes 

 In possession - isolation at break and lunch time x 5, 5.00pm detention x 2. 
 Smoking - isolation at break and lunch time x 5, 5.00pm detention x 5 and 

Saturday detention. 

Illegal substances  Fixed term exclusion. 
 Distribution – permanent exclusion. 

Use of hate language: racist, 
homophobic etc. 

 Close Supervision immediately – investigation to determine whether it will 
be an exclusion. 

Aggression:  

Football/game out of  hand  Immediate litter duty or canteen tidy up. 

Bundling or wrestling  on field  Banned from field for five school days. 

More sinister, e.g. fighting  Close Supervision plus Saturday detention (number of days decided based on 
incident). 

Injury  Exclusion. 

 

Please note our updated sanction list and find time to go through this with your son/daughter. In addition, 

please read through the Community Expectations on-line with your child. It is of utmost importance that 

behaviour is outstanding at all times, giving every child the opportunity to learn in a happy and positive 

environment in which their teacher's attention is never taken away from the learning by having to deal with 

low level behaviours such as lack of homework, missing equipment etc. 
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Detention: School Policy 

If your son/daughter receives a detention for a missing homework or misdemeanour please support 

us in ensuring they attend on the night it is set. Teachers are putting on a large variety of clubs and 

intervention/support sessions and it is very unfair if these have to be cancelled due to parents 

requesting a change of detention date. Following success last academic year, we will continue 

with the policy that any child who is not able to attend a detention on a particular night due to an 

outside commitment will need to attend it on Saturday morning.  The only exceptions will be for 

medical appointments or genuine emergencies. It is essential that one child's behaviour does not 

impact on the opportunities available for all. The simple way to avoid a detention is for pupils to 

behave well and hand homework in on time. Thank you, as always for your support with our 

sanctions system and for the vast majority of children who always come to school making their 

families proud. This is just to maintain the highest possible levels of good behaviour from all. 
 

 

SENDING EMAILS TO STAFF 
Our email system provides a quick way of notifying staff of concerns related to your son or daughter and the 
majority of parents/carers use this form of communication effectively. 
 

Unfortunately, on occasion last year, a number of staff received aggressive / abusive emails which were often 
caused by miscommunication by children to their parents. 
 

Staff have been asked not to reply to any email that causes offence and to refer the issue to a Senior 
Manager. I am sure you can appreciate the reasons for this and I thank you for your consideration. 
 

Miss D Cronin, Principal 
 

 

       Online Payment System 
 

Parents and carers wishing to make online payments for uniform, school equipment and trips via a link on 
the school website can do so with an online link code provided on request from finance@strichardscc.com 
(Year 7 parents should have received a letter with this code). Payments are processed securely through 
Worldpay. Sibling accounts may be linked to view account details and make payments using one account 
and multiple online payment accounts can be linked to the same pupil (for example, in the case of separated 
parents). Please note payments for meals are made via a separate account through ParentPay. 

 
 

Congratulations to…  
Fergus Chamberlain, Year 10, who has completed a sponsored ride in aid of Sophie Taylor. 
 

Jasmine Moulding last year played on contract with Brighton & Hove Albion Regional Talent Club, part of the 
England FA pathway. She also currently plays for Lewes Ladies FC at under 16 level as their 1st choice keeper, 
a club which are proud to be the only club in the world to pay their women’s team the same as their men! 
 

Dominic Carey has had great success with rowing at Shaldon Regatta. He has been competing in rowing races 
in this event in Devon since Year 5. This year he won the overall best U16 performance over the entire 
regatta. Dom started by winning the coveted U16 long distance row at sea from Dawlish to Shaldon, a 4-mile 
row, which he did with local friend Charlie as U16 have to row in pairs. He also did well in handicap events 
and participated in the men's 3,000m Seine boat rowing.  
 

Hollie Young, Year 11, has had an exceptionally good cricket season, having 
taken loads of wickets and also finishing with a flurry of runs for club and 
county, leaving her 5th in the Sussex (county squad) table for 2018. She had 
a call up to play for Surrey Stars U19 RDC (regional development centre) at 
the Taunton Festival, which was a superb four-day experience for her. Along 
with the Taunton Festival, the Sussex U15 squad won their regional group 
and progressed to the National Finals, which were played in Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. After a very convincing win over Staffordshire they played 
Yorkshire the following day in the final, where they met their match and were 
beaten by the better side. Great achievement though to finish the season as National Runners-Up. 

mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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Prep Club & Prep Club Plus 
Need somewhere quiet to complete homework? Why not come to Prep Club one or two nights a 

week? 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather than at 

home. 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available as well 

as plenty of books! 

 
Student Listeners 2018-2019 

  

Student Listeners are a Peer Support Scheme which the school has been running successfully for 
several years now. It involves a group of Year 10 pupils giving up their time to offer support and a 
‘listening ear’ to younger pupils. One of their main roles is helping our Year 7 pupils settle into school. 
They do this by helping during registration, break time, homework club, etc. This year, the 
competition was very high, with over 50 letters of application being handed in. The Year 9 tutors and 
I had a difficult time choosing the final 35.  
 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were successful in being selected to be our Student 
Listeners for 2018-2019: Lara Lawton, Amelia Greene, Emma Folwell, Zoe Castro, Maddie 
Baszczak, Joseph Baszczak, Olimpia Croucher, Isabella East, Jessicca Davies, Nuala O’Rourke, 

Sanchia McCann, Christina Thomas, Hannah Chan, Daniel Hampton, Dayton Campbell, Amy 
Rudden, Izehi Ebhohimen, Lauren Venkateswarlu, Andro Usuda, Alessandra Sarmiento Luciano, 

Althea Balignot, Hannah Woodall, Hannah Holland, Zak Prawanna, Ben Simmons, Frances Umel, 
Naomi Pye, Emma Roper, Libby Moore, Katarina Kolimbarides, Shreya Jasthy, Amy Campbell, Millie 
White, Honey Harrison and Aeshielle Zareno 
 

Well done! 
 

Dr Littlejohns 
 

Four Court Sports Hall News 
 

At the start of the 
summer holidays there 
was intensive action on 
the sports field as 
builders, bull-dozers 
and SMC2 moved in to 
begin the development 
of our long awaited 
sports hall. 
 

Due to the weather 
being very pleasant, the 
company were able to 
keep to schedule and by 
the last week in August the groundwork had been completed. We now await the 21m beams due to arrive 
on Sunday, 23rd September. This will support the structure of the building, which will hopefully be in place 
quite quickly.  
 

We remain grateful to all parents/carers who donated to the Governors’ Building Fund as we do have to 
pay 10% of the building costs. If you would like to support future building projects then please make either 
an annual, quarterly or monthly payment by banker’s standing order or cheque. For those parents/carers 
who pay income tax, we would urge you to also complete a Gift Aid Declaration so that the school can 
benefit by a further 25% or £25 for every £100 donated. Cheques should be made payable to St Richard’s 
Catholic College. Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 

Further details and photos will appear in Newsletter 2. 
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Special Educational Needs 
 

On behalf of the Learning Support team, welcome back to all pupils, and a special welcome 
to those joining the college this year. We look forward to a very positive school year for all 
pupils. 
 

How to find and contact the Learning Support Department 
Myself and Mrs Britt (SEN Administrator: mrsbrittk@strichardscc.com) are based in the 
SEN Office, on the top corridor of A block. This is between the Chapel and A4. If you wish 

to contact me, please use my email address (mrsmithi@strichardscc.com) or telephone the college. 
 

Each year group's Co-ordinator is your child's most regular point of contact. We welcome Mr Nuckhir to his 
new role as Co-ordinator this year. For your reference, the names and email contacts of our team of SEN 
Year Co-ordinators can be found below: 

 Year 7 - Mr Nuckhir (mrnuckhirj@strichardscc.com) 

 Year 8 - Mrs Campbell (mrscampbelln@strichardscc.com) 

 Year 9 - Ms Hubbard (mrshubbardc@strichardscc.com) 

 Year 10 - Mrs Park (mrsparkk@strichardscc.com) 

 Year 11 - Mrs Lea-White (mrsleawhitek@strichardscc.com) 
 

Two further Teaching Assistants complete our team: Mrs Kelly, who has stepped down from her Co-ordinator 
role this year, and Mr Saunders. 
 

SEN clubs 
We offer a lunchtime Lego and Games Club, and two after-school homework clubs. 
 

Our lunchtime club is in A3, throughout all of lunch every day. It is a quieter space where pupils can come to 
play games, read and chat, supervised by a Teaching Assistant.  
 

Our after-school homework clubs are supervised by Ms Hubbard (Prep Club) and Mr Nuckhir with another 
Teaching Assistant (Prep Club Plus). They provide an opportunity to complete homework, with computer and 
printer access, before leaving school for the day. Prep Club Plus is for SEN-registered pupils who would like 
more support with their homework. There is no need to sign up and pupils may stay for as long as they need 
to within the times below:  
 

Homework clubs: 
Prep Club: CICT, 3:15-5.00pm Monday-Thursday 
Prep Club Plus: BICT, 3:15-4:15pm Monday-Thursday 
 

Pupil Snapshots 
The Pupil Passport, issued to all pupils on the SEN register, is to be replaced with a new document: the Pupil 
Snapshot. Each pupil's Snapshot will be updated three times per year and will be first issued during Term 2 
of this year. A request for parent/carer input towards this new document will be provided in October 2018. 
 

SENCo drop-in: Wednesday, 17th October 2017 
The first SENCo drop-in of the year will take place on Wednesday, 17th October from 3.30pm-5.00pm in the 
Library. This is an informal opportunity to discuss your child and to meet with me and the Teaching Assistant 
Co-ordinator team. All parents and carers of pupils with SEN, or who receive the Pupil Premium, are welcome 
to attend. No appointment is required. 
 

Mr Smith, SENCo 
 
 

At St Richard's, we are committed to working with pupils and their families to ensure 
that they receive support both within and beyond the classroom. One way we can 
help is to ensure that families eligible for free school meals receive them. St 
Richard's receives funding from the government for pupils who are eligible for free 
school meals and this money is used to provide extra support, for example, by 
supplying eligible pupils with free study guides, equipment and some funding for 

educational trips. This money helps to raise aspirations. To check if you are entitled, please read the 
information on our website: 
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/ Alternatively, your child can pick up an application 
form from the Reception office for you to complete and return to County or to Mrs Hollands in Reception. The 
school can then use the Checking Service to confirm entitlement but you may need to show up-to-date proof 
that you meet the qualifying criteria. If approved, the entitlement will be credited daily to the cashless catering 
system.  

mailto:mrsbrittk@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsmithi@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrnuckhirj@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrscampbelln@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrshubbardc@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsparkk@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsleawhitek@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/
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Notice for Parents of Pupils Travelling by Train 
 

The trains to and from St Richard’s have become more crowded this year, in particular, the Hastings 
train. The Eastbourne train remains as busy as it has always been. 
 

Miss Cronin receives a number of lovely emails and phone calls about how well behaved and respectful 
your children are. However, she does receive occasional complaints from members of the public about 
pupils’ behaviour on the train, particularly the crowded morning trains from Hastings and Eastbourne. 
These are commuter trains and, at times, sadly, our pupils have let us down with poor behaviour and 
by ignoring the instructions of Year 11 Prefects. Please discuss this with your child, emphasising the 
importance of being respectful at all times. 
  

This year, we have a really strong team of train Prefects on both train lines and I am sure they will help 
all pupils in need and report all who let the school and yourselves down with their behaviour. 
  

Over the last three years, we have introduced a system to ensure pupils are well-behaved, safe and 
supported by Year 11 pupils. All pupils travelling by train were present in specific assemblies in the 
first week of term. These assemblies were to set the ground rules and reinforce our expectations for 
behaviour and safety. 
  

Firstly, please advise your children to get the 7:39am or 7:53am trains from Hastings and 7:43am or 
7:49am from Eastbourne to avoid congestion in the morning and avoid being on the later two-carriage 
Ashford-Brighton/Eastbourne trains that tend to be cancelled more than the four-carriage London 
trains. The school canteen serves food in the morning and there are the playgrounds and designated 
classrooms available to the pupils for those arriving early in school. 
  

Secondly, we have divided the trains home at 3:32pm and 3:47pm to Eastbourne and 3:30pm and 
3:42pm to Hastings into specific carriages for Years 7 to 10. This is to ensure that we can immediately 
find any pupils not following the rules and to help keep a communal year group spirit on the train. The 
carriage nearest the ramps in Bexhill is for Year 7 and the next for Year 8 etc. Year 11 do not have a 
carriage and will therefore help and support pupils in each carriage by standing in the foyer section by 
the doors. Prefects are given the responsibility to make sure pupils are seated, if possible, in each 
carriage; polite to members of the public and safe. They will enforce the carriage rules and report use 
of mobile phones or poor behaviour. 
  

If your child has permission to hand in and collect a mobile phone from Reception, then it is to text or 
ring their parents/carers in emergencies only and not to listen to music, play games or peruse the 
internet. Prefects will be monitoring this and reporting to me. Poor behaviour will result in Community 
Service in the first instance; a ban from the school train at normal times or pupils having to find 
alternative transport if poor behaviour is a recurring occurrence. 
   

If you wish to discuss issues about the train please contact me at mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com 
 

Mr Doherty, Assistant Principal 
   

Open Evening (Early Closure) 
Our Open Evening for prospective pupils and their parents/carers is on Tuesday, 2nd 
October (6.00-8.30pm). On this day, the pupils will finish school at 1.15pm so 
that staff can prepare for the evening's activities. Hastings/St Leonards pupils will 
need to travel on public buses or trains on this afternoon. Only pupils with the 
newsletter confirmation form completed will be allowed to leave early. 
 

Many pupils will be asked to return in the evening to engage in a range of activities: 
you will be notified of this in due course. May I thank you in advance for supporting 
them in doing this. Please note the earlier starting time of 6.00pm. At the end of the 
evening, staff will supervise pupils down to the seafront to avoid the congestion 
experienced on this evening. Therefore, as far as possible, please park on the 
seafront on this evening near Sutton Place (TN40 1PD). 
 

mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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Reporting Pupil Absence/Lateness to School 
There are three ways to report your child’s absence: 
1) The easiest way is via the EduLink app. Please do this using the Absence Reporting tab on the home 

page for your child. 
2) You can leave an answerphone message reporting your child’s absence from school or lateness to 

school due to an appointment by dialling the school telephone number – 01424 731070 and then 
pressing 1 when prompted.  You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s name, their form group, 
the reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil. Please remember to phone for 
each subsequent day of absence. 

3) Parents/carers can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown 
above: pupilabsence@strichardscc.com 
 

Please ensure you have reported your child’s absence by 9.10am. 
 

Additionally, please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than holiday 
requests which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to Mrs Jones and not 
your child’s Form Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown on your child’s attendance records. 
Mrs Jones’ email address is mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com  
 

It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she remembers to come to the Attendance 
Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an accurate record of all pupils on the college 
site. This is to ensure their safety. 
 

In line with the new rewards system pupils will be rewarded for excellent attendance on a weekly and termly 
basis, and encouraged to track their own attendance via EduLink. 
 

175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR: 
 

spent on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments 
 

190 days in 
each school 

year 
10 days off 19 days off 

29 days off 
(one school 

term) 
38 days off 47 days off 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

GOOD 
Best chance of reaching your 

target grades 

WORRYING 
You will have to work harder 

outside of school hours to reach 
your target grades 

SERIOUS CONCERN 
Unlikely to achieve target grades 

at GCSE 
 

Finally, please read the updated Attendance Policy for Parents. It can be found on the school website under 
the ‘About’ tab. The link is: https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/school-policies/ 
 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please call or send an email to either Mr 
Campbell or Mrs Jones. 
 

Many thanks 
Mrs Jones, Attendance Officer (mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com)  
Mr Campbell, Assistant Principal responsible for Attendance (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

COLLEGE POLICY ON HOLIDAYS and time off for extra-curricular activities 
 

Parents, please understand the college's policy on taking time off outside of school holidays: permission for 
pupils to attend events or to participate in extra-curricular activities during term time will only be given in 
exceptional cases, and not as a matter of course. Parents must write to me well in advance and fill in the 
Withdrawal from Learning Application form issued by East Sussex. If the request is not authorised then a 
Penalty Notice will be issued. The penalty is £120 per parent, i.e. unless it’s a single parent family a fine of 
£240 will be issued. If you pay within 28 days the fine is reduced to £60 per parent and £120 for both parents. 
You must pay within 42 days to avoid prosecution. Please be aware that all holiday requests will be 
unauthorised to comply with DfE directives. 
 

Miss Cronin, Principal 
 

 

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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St Richard's Website - Information for Parents 
 

The following updated information is available on the website: 
 

Local Offer - SEN Drug Education Policy 

Pupil Premium Report  Equality Scheme and Action Plan 

Acceptable Use Policy  Fairtrade Policy 

Admissions Policy  Friendship and Anti-Bullying Policy 

Attendance Policy Governor Visits Policy 

Behaviour Management Policy Home School Agreement 

Careers Education, Information, Advice & Guidance Homework Policy 

Charging and Lettings Policy Library Policy 

Looked After Child Literacy Policy 

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and Procedure Managing Bereavement and Loss Policy 

General Complaints Policy Numeracy Policy 

Confidential Reporting Policy Safe Practice Policy  

Controlled Assessment Policy SEN Policy 

Data Protection Policy (Privacy Notice) Spiritual Life Policy 

 Use of Images Policy 
 

 

Adult helpers required for the occasional school trip 
If you are in a position to volunteer to accompany the occasional day trip as an adult helper, 
please email Mrs Klein at mrskleink@strichardscc.com. Please could those parents/carers who 
volunteered in the last academic year confirm whether they will be available to help this 
academic year. Many thanks to those parents/carers who accompanied day trips in 2017-2018. 

 

 
 

Important Health and safety notice to all Parents/Carers 
 

With over 1,000 pupils leaving the college premises at the end of the school day, may I request that pupils needing to 
be collected are picked up away from the entrance/exit to the college. The seafront provides a safer and more accessible 
picking-up point at Sutton Place (TN40 1PD). This will allow those pupils needing to cross the road to catch the buses 
or to go to the train station to do so in safety. 

Please be aware that members of staff supervise pupils at the train station and they need to get to the station before 
the pupils, and that the buses depart from the college at 3.20pm. It would be helpful if car drivers could allow the buses 
to depart before they do. Please be reassured that if a train is delayed staff will remain with the pupils until it arrives. 

Thank you to those parents/carers who pick up their children on the seafront: it allows for a quicker and safer 
exit for all. Please can I ask you to be considerate of residents when picking up or dropping off. Please do not 
block driveways, particularly in the Penland Wood area. 

Your support with this issue is greatly appreciated. 

Miss Cronin, Principal 

If your child is on continuous medication and you would like the 
school to keep a stock then please hand this into Mrs Jones or 
Mrs O'Brien, in the First Aid Room. It must: 
1.             be in a sealed envelope 
2.             have the child’s name, date and form on the envelope 
3.             have a letter enclosed with the name of the medication, what it is for and how it is to be dispensed 
4.             have the parent/carer’s signature on the letter 
Without authorisation we will be unable to dispense the medication. Pupils must not have any 
medication, other than prescribed medication e.g. inhalers, Epipen or paracetamol for 
emergency use, in their bags during the day. 

REMINDER 
Paracetamol is not provided for pupils with acute pain UNLESS provided by parent/carer as above. 
Please discourage pupils from attending college when clearly unwell. On occasions, it can be difficult to 
get hold of parents/carers in these circumstances, and it also puts other pupils at risk from illness.                  
Mrs O'Brien, First Aider 
  

http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Drug%20Education%20policy%20(January%202014)(1).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Equality%20Scheme%20and%20Action%20Plan%20March%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Acceptable%20Use%20Policy.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Fairtrade%20Policy%20-%20Sept%202013.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Polices/ADMISSIONS%20CRITERIA%20-%20Sept%202014%20(draft).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Friendship%20and%20Anti-Bullying%20Policy.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Attendance%20Policy%20(for%20parents)%20-%20September%202013.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Governor%20Visits%20Policy%20March%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Behaviour%20Management%20-%20September%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Home-School%20Agreement%20April%202010.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Careers%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Homework%20policy%20-%20September%202013(1).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Polices/Charging%20and%20Lettings%20Policy%20Sept%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Library%20Policy%20Sept%2012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Child%20Looked%20After%20(CLA)%20-%20Sept%202013(1).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Polices/Literacy%20Policy%20-%20September%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Safeguarding%20and%20Child%20Protection%20Policy%20-%20June%202014(3).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Bereavement%20and%20Loss%20-%20March%202010.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Complaints%20Procedure.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Numeracy%20Policy%20-%20October%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Confidential%20Reporting%20(Whistleblowing)%20March%202014.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Safe%20Practice%20Policy.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Controlled%20Assessment%20Policy%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Special%20Needs%20-%20November%202013(3).pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Data%20Protection%20(Privacy%20Notice)%20-%202012.pdf
http://www.strichardscc.com/sites/default/files/files/Spiritual%20Life%20Policy%20September%202013.pdf
mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com
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DATES FOR REPORTS AND CONSULTATION EVENINGS 
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018-2019 

 

Terms 1 and 2 
Tuesday, 13th November .................... Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Year 11) 
Tuesday, 13th November .................... Year 7 settling-in report to parents/carers 
Thursday, 22nd November ................. Year 7 ‘Settling In’ Parents’ Evening (5pm-8pm) 
Tuesday, 18th December .................... Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Years 7-10) 
Terms 3 and 4 
Thursday, 10th January ....................... Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday, 22nd January ........................ Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Year 11) 
Tuesday, 5th February ........................ Year 11 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 7th February ....................... Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday, 12th March .......................... Year 8 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 14th March ......................... Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday, 28th March ......................... Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday, 4th April .............................. Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Years 7-11) 
Terms 5 and 6 
Tuesday, 21st May .............................. Year 7 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 23rd May ............................ Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday, 2nd July ................................ Year 10 Reports to parents/carers 
Thursday, 11th July ............................. Year 9 Reports to parents/carers 
Tuesday, 16th July ............................... Pupil Profiles to parents/carers (Years 7-10) 
 

 

Lost Property 
 

If your son/daughter loses something at school, please ask him/her to check through 
the items in the lost property area. All PE kit is placed in the PE cupboard. It is 
college policy that items left unclaimed at the end of term will be donated to a 
charity shop. Parents/carers are welcome to view lost property by 
appointment with Mrs O’Brien via Reception. 

 

 

Reminders 
 

GCSE Studies: Pupils in Years 10 and 11 have lots to study in preparation for their GCSEs. During PSHEe lessons 

they are given tips on organisation of their time and how to revise. You should never be told by your son/daughter 

that he/she has no homework. Each GCSE course is intensive with assignments/revision to be completed. Please 

ring the college to speak to the relevant Subject Leader or your son/daughter’s Personal Tutor if you are concerned 

about the lack of or amount of homework he/she is doing.  
 

Mobile Phones: While we appreciate that some parents/carers would like contact with their child, particularly 

when travelling, our policy remains no mobile phones in college. We do, however, have a facility for parents to 

request permission in exceptional circumstances for pupils to bring in phones and in these cases, phones are 

looked after by the reception staff and collected at the end of the school day. All requests must be put in writing 

to the Principal. Cyberbullying is on the increase in society: we must do all we can to prevent this occurring in 

school. Additionally, mobile phones are a temptation for thieves. Please support us fully in our policy. Should your 

child be discovered in possession of a phone without permission, then it will be confiscated and a parent/carer 

will be expected to collect it. 
 

First Aid: Some parents question why 'ill' pupils are not sent home immediately when they go to see a First Aider. 

It is school policy that, as far as possible, pupils will be kept in college unless they really are struggling. I am sure 

you can appreciate that tummy upsets can occur for all kinds of reasons including dislike of a lesson/forgotten 

homework/friendship issues. We prefer to help the child deal with the issue rather than run away from it. 

Occasionally, a child's health does worsen during the day and in this instance we will send for a parent/carer 

immediately. Our medical room is a safe, clean environment where pupils are taken care of until they are ready to 

return to lessons. 
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Parental Focus Groups 

Parents/Carers: we need your views 
 

In order to strengthen the quality of parental engagement within the college, I 
would like to invite you to join one of our Parental Focus Groups which meet 
termly to discuss a variety of school issues. 

 

Topics presented to and discussed by parents during 2017-18 included: Sound training, Pupil Premium, School 
Comms/Gateway, curriculum structure and choices, Sports Hall development, careers, PSHEe, review of 
summative reports, supporting your child in science, RE, maths and English, homework, rewards criteria, new 
communications App, e-safety and ‘making music’ – new approach to music in KS3. The meetings are very 
informal and also give you the chance to view school life on a working day. Staff have found the views of 
parents/carers extremely helpful so it is hoped that even more parents/carers will want to get involved this year. 
 

If you are willing to get involved in any way, could you please email Mrs Oliver as soon as possible at 
pa@strichardscc.com If you are unable to commit to a day or evening group then perhaps you might consider 
agreeing to a termly phone call from a member of the Leadership and Management Team. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents/carers who fill in surveys at our Parent Consultation 
Evenings: your views really do help us to improve college life. 
 

Please note that there will be an opportunity to have a tour of the school to see teaching and learning in action 
on the morning of Wednesday, 10th October. Dates of all Parental Focus Group meetings are listed on the back 
page of this newsletter and on the website. Your involvement will really make a difference in enhancing school 
life. 
 

Please email Mrs Oliver, PA to the Principal, if you are interested in contributing opinions to help improve 
college life in any of the following ways: 

 attend a meeting with a group of other parents on a Wednesday morning once a term (9.15-10.30am) 

 attend an early evening meeting with a group of other parents (Thursday at 6.15-7.30pm termly) 

 attend the tour of the school on Wednesday, 10th October at 9.15am 

 termly telephone call with a member of LMT 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                     

CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

CAREERS INFORMATION 
If you or your son/daughter requires any careers information, advice and guidance 
then you can try the following: 

1. www.fasttomato.com – this website is simple and easy to use, using 
psychometric testing to highlight each person’s interests, attitudes and motivations. Fast Tomato is 
then able to suggest individualised and personalised careers ideas and courses. Pupils can also access 
accurate and highly relevant career information. To register please contact me for the registration 
code. 
You can try the following websites for independent careers advice: 

2. http://connexions360.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx - this website covers topics from health to work to 
finance. It aims to provide information on local options and support, including the Careers 4U IPhone 
App. It also provides links to national websites and helplines and the National Apprenticeship service. 

3. https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx - the National Careers Service 
provides information advice and guidance to help you make decisions on learning, training and work 
opportunities. The service offers confidential, helpful and impartial advice, supported by qualified 
careers advisers. 

All of the above websites can be accessed via the school website. This includes links to Apprenticeships, 
Work Experience and volunteering.  
 

Our careers library contains a wealth of information about the world of work and is accessible to all pupils.  
If you have any queries with regards to careers information, advice and guidance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

mailto:pa@strichardscc.com
http://www.fasttomato.com/
http://connexions360.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
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WORK EXPERIENCE 
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience from 24th – 28th June 2019. This week is particularly 
valuable as it really gives the pupils a chance to experience the world of work. This week should not 
necessarily be thought of as a ‘Career Taster’ week, as there are some organisations that will not take pupils 
under the age of 16. 
 

Work Experience Mock Interviews: In preparation for work experience the timetable is suspended for a day 
of activities. The activities include writing curriculum vitae, role play and health and safety whilst in the work 
place. Each pupil also attends a 20 minute one to one interview. I am looking for volunteers to act as 
interviewers for this morning, which will take place on Tuesday, 4th June 2019. Each interviewer will see 
approximately 3-4 pupils over the duration of the morning. Feedback should be given to the pupils in terms 
of their CVs and any tips or advice for the future. If you are interested in being involved in this event or would 
like further information, please contact me at the email address below. 
 

What is Work Experience? It is an unpaid opportunity for young people to experience working life while they 
are still in school. It gives them the chance to: 

● Work alongside adults as part of a team 

● Develop and practise a range of new skills 

● Relate their school curriculum to the workplace 

● Make more informed decisions about their future 

The pupils will learn and use a range of transferable skills, personal qualities and competencies that will 
contribute towards their employability. 
 

Applying for Work Experience: The pupils will be using a website called Aspire, in order to choose their work 
experience placements. Training in the use of Aspire will be provided via an assembly, after which the pupils 
will be given an individual password. They can then access Aspire from anywhere, including home. Aspire 
can be accessed by entering the following website address: 
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student 
 

Each pupil will be issued with a username and password to use this system over the next few weeks. If your 
son/daughter loses or forgets their username and/or password then please let me know and I will reissue 
them.  They will be asked to choose three work placements. Staff will then use these to match up the pupils 
with available places; this will work on a first come first served basis. Please be aware that just because a 
placement is on Aspire, this does not guarantee that the placement is available for the week that our pupils 
are out on work experience.  
 

Pupils can find their own placements if they wish. The pupil will need to contact the employer to discuss the 
possibility of a work experience placement, and then complete the ‘Own Placement’ section on Aspire.  From 
experience, I have found that ‘own’ placement finds tend to be a more valuable experience as these are 
usually in the field that the pupils wish to pursue in the future. 
 

All of the placements will be vetted to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the pupils during the 
placement. All placements, either selected from the database or ‘own,’ must be inputted onto the database 
no later than Friday, 25th January 2019. 
 

Work Experience Placements: Year 10 pupils will go on work experience placements in June 2019. Most of 
the placements are provided by East Sussex County Council via a database of employers. However, not all of 
these placements are either suitable or challenging enough for our pupils. It would be great if we could build 
up our own database in addition to that provided, in order to offer all our pupils a truly rich experience of 
the world of work. East Sussex County Council would need to approve these placements on health and safety 
grounds and any employer offering a placement would need to have Employers Liability Insurance. Please 
contact me at the school if you are able to help provide a valuable work experience placement. 
 

Mrs C Adams 
Careers and Work Experience Coordinator - mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com 
 
 

https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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English Department 
Firstly, a reminder to all parents to encourage reading at home. A large selection of books are available in our 

college library for free, so please encourage your child to use this great facility! Any reading you can 

encourage your child to do at home regularly, non-fiction or fiction, is proven to have a positive impact on 

literacy skills. 
 

For our new Year 7s, a reminder that postcard book reviews and extreme reading photos are due in to their 

Personal Tutor by Friday, 14th September. Winners will be announced in the next newsletter. 
 

Reading intervention, Sound Training and Spell Zone interventions for targeted pupils will begin this term 

and you will be notified in advance about this. 
 

In KS3, all pupils will be sent English keyword lists and suggested reading lists next week, so please encourage 

your son/daughter to make use of these at home. 
 

We hope that your children make a great start to their English studies this year! 
 

Mrs E Wood, Acting Subject Leader for English 
 

KS4 

Welcome back, Years 10 and 11! 
 

The department are very pleased and proud to report that, once again, 91% of our leavers achieved a 4 or 

above grade in English Language or Literature this year. We are delighted to see the hard work and dedication 

of our pupils, teachers and parents leading to such success. Well done to all involved. 
 

We’re looking forward to a busy and fun-filled term in the English department. Year 10, you are beginning 

your new GCSE course. Please come in with big smiles and an eagerness to learn! You will be starting with 

Macbeth so be prepared for madness, deceit and treachery on a Monday morning... 
 

Year 11, make sure you start your revision early as there are many different topics to know for your exams. 

If you need any help with revision strategies or timetables just let us know. Keep re-reading your set texts as 

you need to know them inside out for your literature exams. Quote-learning should be in full swing, along 

with key terminology. You can find your keywords in the Google Drive and your teachers will share them 

with you again at the start of this year. The online folder of revision resources will be shared with you including 

keywords, padlets, videos and other hidden gems. 
 

Parents - as always, we are extremely grateful for your ongoing support. You will be informed immediately if 

we would like your child to attend a support or intervention session with the department. Please be aware that 

some intervention takes place within lesson time and proves to be hugely successful. Any assistance at home 

in helping your child to learn keywords and quotations is much appreciated. Revision guides are available in 

A1 from Mrs Mountford for a reduced price of £5. Specific text guides can be purchased from most bookshops 

and online. 
 

Keep an eye out for trips, extra-curricular opportunities and competitions!  
 

Mrs Mountford and the English Department 
 

Maths News 
 

A warm welcome to all our pupils. In today’s world the skills of critical thinking, problem solving, reasoning 
ability and the ability to communicate mathematically are essential. These processes are at the foundation 
of Maths teaching in St Richard’s. 
 

Talking About Maths – A Parent’s Guide: 
Talking about maths with your child – whatever his or her age – helps strengthen their mathematical 
reasoning and understanding.  Some ways to keep the talk engaged and focused while you support your 
child include: 
Re-voice - Repeat what you heard your child say, then ask for clarification (e.g., “So you are saying it’s a 
prime number?”). 
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Repeat/Restate –  Ask your child to restate your reasoning (e.g., “Can you repeat what I said in your own 
words?”) 
Reason – Ask your child to apply his or her own reasoning to someone else’s explanation (e.g., “Do you agree 
or disagree? Tell me why.”) 
Adding On – Prompt your child to participate further (e.g., “What more would you add to that?”) 
Think Time – Wait several seconds (try five) to give your child time to think (e.g., “Take some time to think 
about that answer.”) You may be surprised by how hard it is to stay silent in that time! 
 

Explore Maths on the Web - Fibonacci: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibonacci_number 

 
Mr Stickland, maths teacher 

 
 

RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

Our Year 11 leavers performed outstandingly in the summer exams. As a department, we are extremely 

proud of them and all the hard work and effort they put into their RE exams. The RE GCSE results 

were 89% grades 4-9. The RE AS results were 50% A-B (there is no A* at AS level). These fantastic 

results will inspire and motivate our current year 11s to achieve amazing results next year. 
 

Our new Year 7 will start the term with a topic called “New 

Beginnings.” In this topic they will learn about the Bible, Church and 

the Mass. They will also visit St Mary Magdalene’s Church (Bexhill) 

to see what is in a church and what happens in a church. They will 

receive more details about this 

visit during their RE lessons. 
 

Year 8 will start the year with 

a topic called “Roots.”  This topic will cover Church history. They 

will learn about how Christianity has changed and developed from 

Jesus’ resurrection to today. This will include the Crusades, 

Reformation and the different denominations. 
 

Year 9 will start their journey through Mark’s 

Gospel. They will start by discovering who Mark 

was and why he wrote the Gospel. They will even investigate the evidence of Jesus’ 

existence.  This work will lead into learning about the identity of Jesus. 
 

Year 10 will start the brand new RE course. They will be learning about Catholic beliefs. 

This will cover the Trinity, creation and life after death.  

 

Year 11 will continue with their GCSE course. They 

will start with the Philosophy and Ethics part of the 

course. This will include discussing and learning about 

the issues surrounding relationships.  

  
Mrs Mead, Subject Leader – RE  

GO FIGURE  
Place the numbers inside the grid so that the four 

calculations are correct. 
The two digits on the left hand side yellow spaces should 
add up to the number on the red space below. In a similar 

way the other three calculations should be correct. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibonacci_number
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Science Department News 
SUGrE-1 Experiment 
SUGrE-1 was an exciting opportunity for schools to take part in a real life space 
mission launched from a tiny island in the Pacific Ocean in April 2018. The St 
Richard’s GEMS (Girls in Engineering and Maths) entered the competition which 
required that they design and produce a space bound item, representing the school. The object had 
to meet the dimensions’ specifications i.e. a 3D shape with mass of less than 4g and volume of less 
than 4 cm3, basically the size of a sugar cube!  
With help from Mrs White in Product Design, the team considered a number of shapes including a 
classic sugar cube style, but ultimately opted for a transparent Perspex tile of similar dimensions to 
a Scrabble tile.  The tile was etched with the college shield and then had its mass reduced to comply 
with specifications by boring hexagonal holes. The tile was returned to the college at the end of July 
having been to space and the video footage was published on the internet in August.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St Richard’s tile is shown above (circled above in red), these two images being the clearest of 
our tile amidst the other 150 or so samples. The video footage clearly shows the rolling mass of 
small volume items, floating in microgravity aboard the NASA Water Recovery X-ray Rocket. The 
SUGrE-1 experiment launched to an altitude of 205km and attained a maximum speed of some 
4000mph. Congratulations to Hannah Chan, who led the team. 
 
Farnborough Air Show: Futures Day Trip 

On the last day of the academic year, St Richard’s pupils 
attended Farnborough Air Show, the world’s largest, which 
hosts school pupils for Futures Day on the last Friday of 
the show. The day’s activities included an audience with 
Major Tim Peake, autographs and photos of the UK’s most 
famous astronaut alongside an amazing aerobatic air 
display (and Space Café!) 
including the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight, a flying Harrier 

and to finish off, we were treated to a VIP executive tour around a brand 
new Airbus A380 airplane – the absolute last word in luxury travel! 
 

Hannah Chan particularly enjoyed the flying display, commenting ‘Today 
was like the best experience ever, where we had an amazing time with 
things we had never seen before. We were close up to planes as they 
took off and landed (Red Arrows and Airbus A350). We also learnt a lot 
through workshops and pilots when we were asking them questions. It 
was a great first day of the summer holidays!’ Aimee Lawrance enjoyed 
‘Seeing Tim Peake was really good and getting his autograph. Then we went around all the stalls 
and that was fun. I bought a plane hat and my favourite plane was pink’. Joe Baszczak thought ‘It 
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was a great experience especially when the planes were flying over 
us.’ Aaron Douglas enjoyed the day reporting that ‘I think the 
Farnborough trip was a great day out with lots of opportunities. I 
liked seeing Tim Peake and the Red Arrows.’ 
 

Anthony Black thought ‘It was 
really cool. We all had a great 
experience as we watched the 
planes fly, land and take off. We 
saw Tim Peake too as he did an 
interview. It was fun and I would like to go again!’ Nuala O’Rourke, 
‘really enjoyed meeting Tim Peake and finding out more about 
planes,’ with Nuala Andrews agreeing that, ‘It was very interesting 

to see all of the different planes (especially the Harrier!). It was a really good experience listening to 
Tim Peake.’ 
 

Big Bang South East: STEMFest 

I found STEMFest really fun and interesting. I learned things 
like: refraction, feather patterns, recycling, foot diseases, germ 
awareness, how to eat well and different birds of prey. My 
favourite part of STEMfest was the birds of prey because it was 
interesting and exciting to learn about the different birds. I 
would consider a career in STEM because the trip was lots of 
fun!’ by Aimee Lawrance.  

Talia Cahill agreed, adding ‘We had loads of fun exploring the different exhibits and learning more 
about jobs that I only knew a little bit about. My favourite part was seeing the different birds of 
prey - hawks, eagles and owls. I find them fascinating and it was exciting to watch them hunt.’ 
Luca Hale-Stretton also really ‘liked the bird show’. 

Ivan Doolan Tanner was one of the Amateur Radio Licence holders at the event and threw himself 
into proceedings. He reports, ‘Not only did I get lots of freebies, I played with robots and did virtual 
reality welding! We ran an Amateur Radio stand (using St Richard’s radio kit and special event 
callsign, GB4 SRC) and taught people about the history of it. Overall, I think it was even better 
than last year!’ Jack Gunson, who also qualified as Amateur Radio Licence holder, added, ‘We 
could hear people from Wales!’ Joseph Roser had the furthest distance radio contact. He 
commented, ‘I spoke to people in Switzerland using our radio kit. There were so many stalls with 
unique things and it was fun.’ Aaron Douglas described the event as ‘a bolt! There were many 
activities to do and I personally enjoyed the airplanes and antennae!’ 

***** Extra-Curricular Science Activities ***** 
Fab Fizzix - Tuesday 1.10 – 1.35 in Lab. 4 from 18th September 

Year 10 DofE volunteers supervise lunchtime physics fun for Year 8 pupils. 
 

St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club (StAR Club) - Wednesdays 3.30 – 5.00 p.m.  
Lab 4 from 11th September 

Train for and take an Amateur Radio Licence at a friendly after-school club open to all 
years. 

Learn about electronics. Solder your own kits. New members welcome. 
 

Young Investigators - Thursday lunchtimes in Lab. 7  
Hands on practical science fun for Year 7. 

 

GEMS = Thursday 13.00 – 13.30 in Lab. 4  
Girls in Engineering and Maths club Exoplanets project until Christmas 

 

St Richard’s Science Storyteller 3: Periodicity - Starting in January after-school 
More Able and Determined Year 7 Scientists. After-school cross-curricular STEAM Project. 

Earn CREST Awards 
 

On Tuesday, 9th October for World Space Week there are after-school activities – 
planetarium, launch of tracker balloons and space careers talks and more.   
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Welcome back to school. We are excited to welcome two new 
MFL teachers: Mrs Tester who will teach German and French, 
Ms Landa will teach Spanish and German. Miss Fernández, a 
trainee teacher is joining our MFL department for a few months 
and will be teaching Spanish and French.  
 

So that you get to know them a little bit more, they are each 
introducing themselves here. YOUR CHALLENGE! Work out what they have written and go and 
share what you have understood with them so that you can earn reward points. 

 

Hallo! Ich heiβe Frau Tester und ich komme aus Hastings. Ich unterrichte seit zehn 
Jahren Deutsch und Französisch, weil ich mich schon immer für Fremdsprachen 
interessiere. Als ich meine Schule mit 18 verlieβ, verbrachte ich ein Jahr als Au-Pair 
Mädchen in Deutschland. Als Studentin habe ich ein Jahr in Leipzig gewohnt. Ich 
liebe Deutschland, vor allem die Weihnachtsmärkte und Ostern. 
 

Pendant mon temps libre j’adore faire de l’exercice, surtout du jogging. En général le 
week-end je fais des promenades à la campagne pour me détendre.  En plus, j’aime lire 
des romans, chanter, et faire la cuisine.  Mon film préféré s’appelle Strictly Ballroom 

car j’adore la danse et les films romantiques. Je pense qu’il est très important d’apprendre des 
nouvelles choses et de pousser ses limites donc, chaque année je démarre aussi quelque chose de 
nouveau. 
Während der Sommerferien bin ich überall in England gereist, um Freunde und Familie zu besuchen, 
aber nächstes Jahr habe ich vor, nach Griechenland zu fahren, weil ich das Meer, die Sonne und 
das Essen dort liebe. 
************************************************************************************************************** 

¡Hola! Soy la Señora Landa. ¡Estoy muy contenta de ser profesora de español y alemán 
en St Richard’s!  
 

Me encanta aprender y enseñar idiomas porque hablando lenguas puedo hablar con 
gente cuando viajo. Me gusta mucho viajar y he visitado unos treinta países. Este 
verano he visitado Suecia con mi familia. 
 

Me gusta mucho andar en bicicleta y correr. Hasta ahora he corrido tres maratones. 
En mi tiempo libre también me gusta leer y tocar la batería. 
 

Nací en el País Vasco, donde se habla un idioma diferente al español, llamado euskera. 
El País Vasco es famoso por sus hermosos paisajes, que se combinan la belleza de las playas y las 
montañas; su gastronomía, de donde vienen los conocidos “pintxos” y sus deportes rurales, muy 
parecidos a los “Highland Games” en Escocia. 
 

Hola, Soy la Srta Fernández. Soy de Galicia, del noroeste de España. 
 

Me interesa la enseñanza porque me apasiona mi lengua y mi cultura, y me gusta 
transmitírselo a otras personas. Me encantan las lenguas porque te abren puertas 
para poder aprender sobre las culturas de otros países y te dan independencia para 
viajar. 
 

En mi tiempo libre, me encanta ir a pasear por la playa y escuchar la música, sobre 
todo, la música folk de mi región. Mi instrumento favorito, es la gaita. 

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 12:45pm until 1:30pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 
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La gaita, es un instrumento de viento y es típico en las naciones celtas.  
 

Galicia, es popular por su gastronomía, sobre todo, por la variedad de marisco y 
pescado que se puede encontrar allí. 
 

Uno de los monumentos más importantes en mi región, es la catedral de Santiago 
de Compostela, mundialmente conocida por los peregrinos. 

******************** 
Things to look forward to this month: 

 

Miss Chong, Miss Auzinger & Mrs Scott 
 

 

Can You Help?  
 
There is no doubt that the Sports 
Hall will be an amazing facility for the 
pupils at St Richard's. The PE 
department is very excited and has 
plans to use this facility to its utmost 
potential. The Sports hall will 
empower a broader curriculum and 
it will enrich learning in all activities. 
It has the capacity to be split into 
several different sections, 
consequently a variety of different 
learning environments can be put in 
place to maximise opportunities for 
our pupils and allow them to 
flourish. 
 
We have created a wish list of items 
that will ensure we are able to use 
our Sports Hall fully and deliver PE to 
full effect. We will be grateful for any 
donations or sponsorship towards 
these items. 
 
Please send your donation to Miss 
Cronin. Cheques should be made 
payable to St Richard’s Catholic 
College. 
 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader - PE 
  

Did you know? 
In Germany, a child's first day at school is celebrated 
with a 'Schultüte'. Pupils  
receive a large cone filled 
 with all sorts of treats,  
stationery, etc... to  
celebrate this special  
occasion.  
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The department wishes everyone a welcome return and looks forward to hearing about any travels both 
local and far flung that pupils may have made in the summer holidays. We would like to congratulate last 
year’s Year 11 who achieved 81% 4+ in Geography with 28% achieving 7-9. They worked very hard in these 
new challenging exams and deserve their results. We wish them every success in the future. 

We welcome Mrs Akrasi to the department and look forward to her sharing all her ideas and experiences 
with us and the pupils, especially her time in Africa. We are so lucky to have someone who can share these 
first-hand experiences with us all. If you have any concerns about your child in Geography, please do not 
hesitate to contact their teacher – Mrs Akrasi, Mrs Massey or Mrs Hoyle. In the meantime, we look forward 
to teaching your child and meeting you at Parents’ Evening or other school events. 

Fossil fun on the Isle of Wight 
On a very warm sunny morning in July, the Geography 
department headed off for their annual residential with a 
fantastic group of 35 Year 9 and 10 pupils. The trip was 
extremely exciting for many as not only was it their first trip 
to the island, most had not been on a ferry and some had 
never been on a residential school trip! 

The trip combined important geographical knowledge and 
understanding led by our department staff to help pupils 
develop their deeper comprehension in time for their GCSE 
studies. Plenty of fun activities were provided at the PGL Centre as pupils enjoyed the Giant Swing and 
Trapeze, as well as outdoor games, campfire, music and skimming stones into the sunset. Evening activities 
were facilitated by staff at the PGL Little Canada centre who commented on how the pupils were very polite 
and well mannered, setting a great example to the other groups staying there. 

The trip encompassed some iconic 
locations on the Isle of Wight. Pupils 
discovered how the amazing landform 
features of the Needles and 
Freshwater Bay and cove were formed. 
Using our Year 10 pupils as experts, 
they taught the Year 9 pupils how to 
carry out a beach profile using their 
experience from profiling Eastbourne 
beach. We were amused when the 

feedback from the Year 10s was ‘How do you do this job everyday - they 
just weren’t following my instructions!’ We also went to the beach resort of Ventnor 
and Alum Bay to understand about coastal management and their impact on the local 
community. We visited tourist locations to look at visitor numbers and activities and 
impacts on locations. The pupils learnt new techniques for fieldwork. We also found 
time to visit the Dimbola Museum where we enjoyed a lecture on dinosaur fossils 
and finds, before heading to Compton Bay for an afternoon of fossil hunting, led by 

the island's leading fossil expert. Once again, a piece of dinosaur 
bone was found and we awarded this to Alex Brooks as our Star 
Geographer for all his hard work, enthusiasm and generally 
being a great friend to all. 

Pupils recorded their learning in work booklets that they can revise from and use in their 
GCSE exam, and it was so pleasing to hear the geographical language being used 
confidently by so many in our group. Seeing the landforms ‘for real’ helped pupils to 
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understand the textbook diagrams and therefore develop their understanding of the processes and 
landforms that are created.  

It was a pleasure to take the group on this trip, and we are pleased that they were so engaged and learnt so 
much. We will be running the same trip for the current Year 9 and 10 pupils in July 2019 and details will 
follow shortly. Keep an eye on the Geography display board in A block where you can collect your trip letter 
soon! 

South of England Agricultural Society 
Back in Term 6, 29 pupils visited the South of England Show in 
Ardingly, West Sussex.  
 

Initially, all 400 pupils from Years 7 and 8 drew pictures of the 
Great British countryside earlier in the year, and of these pictures, 
several were selected to enter the South of England Show’s 
annual competition. We are pleased to announce success again 
in the schools’ competition, with us receiving a highly 
commended award.  
 

Pupils enjoyed an educational tour of the showground, including a livestock tour where they learnt about 
breeds of cattle, sheep, pigs, goats and chickens. Pupils loved the hands on aspect of the livestock and learnt 
all about particular breeds from the owners themselves. A range of stalls and exhibitions were also available, 
including local produce stalls, Women's Institute centre and the various shows and demonstrations in the 
Show Ring. 
 

The Year Ahead in Geography 
We would encourage pupils to get involved with the range of events that the 
department runs from the weekly Geography clubs, themed weeks at various 
times of the year and the annual residential trip. There will be plenty of trips in 
the coming year including the annual trip to the South of England Show, where 
pupils are personally invited by their Geography teacher as a reward for: their 
hard work and commitment to learning in lessons, outstanding creativity and 
effort in their homework, their continued commitment to attending and partaking in Geography Club.  
 
Geography Club is being relaunched this September with pupils from Years 
7 and 8 especially. They will focus upon the issue of pollution and energy. 
This is not only focussing on our school environment but also the local and 
global environments. We hope to challenge attitudes and behaviours with 
the activities that we have planned. Pupils should look out for the posters 
around the school for dates and times or they can ask a Geography teacher! 
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Teaching topics for the year ahead and useful websites 
The following topics will be taught this year and we have signposted websites that you may find useful in 
supporting your child: 

Year  Topics Useful websites to help your child 

7 Understanding our 
Home Region 
Country Study: Kenya 
River studies 

OS map skills https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/  
KS3 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg 

8 Our coastal 
environment 
Country Study: Brazil 
Understanding 
development issues 

KS3 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg  
 

Learn on the internet 
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.html  

9 Plate tectonics 
Understanding Asia 
Ice on the Land 

Geography in the News 
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-
overview/ks3/  
Top Marks 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=4&p=5  

10 Coasts 
Urban Life 
Weather and 
Ecosystems 
Fieldwork 

Get revising 
https://getrevising.co.uk/resources/level/gcse/subjects/geography  
 

GCSE Geography http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/  

11 Water Resources 
Rivers 
Economic World 
Decision Making 
Paper 

KS4 Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/  
 

GCSE Geography http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/  

 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography 
 
 

 History Department News  
 

Congratulations to our Year 11 cohort 2017-18 on their fantastic 
GCSE results.  We are delighted with your overall achievement of 

83% 4 and above, 74% 5 and above and 44% 7 and above. You should all be very 
proud! 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY 
Welcome back to all our Key Stage 3 pupils; we hope you have enjoyed a restful summer and are ready to 
undertake some exciting History this year.  Year 7 will begin with an enquiry into how Saxon England was 
conquered.  Year 8 will make links with the Classical world and Renaissance to consider: what really turned 
the world upside down?  Year 9 will cover Slavery and Civil Rights in their first unit, titled USA: Land of the 
Free?    

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY CLUB 
The Key Stage 3 History Club will run weekly on a Wednesday in A9, 12.50-1.10pm. This is an exciting 
opportunity to take part in a club that will support and extend your History learning outside of the classroom.  
As well as producing individual projects and exploring aspects of History that you find interesting, this could 
also be your opportunity to contribute to the development of the department; what would you like taught 
in your History lessons? You may choose to get involved in local History projects, such as one of the centenary 
celebrations happening this year. There will be opportunities to attend films and external trips though this 
club so make sure you are there! All are welcome. Please see Mrs Campbell for further details.  

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.html
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-overview/ks3/
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-35/plate-tectonics-overview/ks3/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=4&p=5
https://getrevising.co.uk/resources/level/gcse/subjects/geography
http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/
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GCSE HISTORY 
Year 10: Welcome back to our new GCSE year 10 classes. This new term 
will begin with a recap and final assessment of American West before 
moving on to our second unit: Medicine in Britain 1250-present day. 
This is a fantastic unit that charts the progress and regress of medicine 
through time.  If pupils would like to prepare for this unit then we 
recommend reading Roy Porter’s Blood and Guts or watching Medicine 
Through Time Bitesize Revision which can be found on YouTube.  Year 

10 have already made a fantastic start to their GCSE course and it is important that pupils now continue to 
recap and revise the first unit that we have studied: the American West. 
 

Year 11: Welcome back Year 11, we hope you had a restful summer and are ready for your final year at St 
Richard’s.  This term, we will continue to work on either the Normans or Elizabeth completing an assessment 
in the first few weeks.  Following the completion of this unit, we will have only one more unit of study: 
Weimar and Nazi Germany. It is vital, Year 11, that you are motivated, organised and on top of your work.  
Revision should and can start now! 
 

GCSE History Lunchtime Revision Bites 
These revision sessions are open to all pupils in Years 10 and 11 and will begin this term.  Come along to A0 
at 12.50pm every Monday where we will spend 15 minutes recapping a topic and looking at a GCSE question. 
This term we will be focussing on the American West. 
   

GCSE History Textbooks 
As always, History textbooks will be available to buy 
through school this year, however, if you would like 
to purchase yours independently the following texts 
will be used this term: 
Year 10:  Edexcel GCSE 9-1 History Medicine Through 
Time, c1250- present. ISBN 9781292127378 
Year 11:  EITHER Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558-1588 ISBN:  9781292127262 
OR Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England c1060-1088 ISBN:  9781292127231 
  

History Trip to Ypres 
This year I would like to run a trip to the WW1 Battlefields in Ypres to take part in the centenary 
commemorations and to also investigate surgery in the trenches, which is part of the GCSE Medicine in 
Britain unit.  This trip will take place on a Saturday, leaving 
from school in the early hours and returning late the same 
day.  The estimated cost of the trip is around £100.  If you are 
interested in your child attending this trip then please email 
me your interest, referencing your child’s name and tutor 
group.  This will not commit you to the trip but it will give me 
an idea of the number of pupils who are interested which will 
help me with planning it. 
 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History (mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com) 
 

EQUESTRIAN NEWS 
The first NSEA (National Schools Equestrian Association) show jumping competition of this academic 
year took place on Saturday, 8th September at Petley Wood Equestrian Centre in Battle. We only 
had one competitor, Emma Folwell 10L, flying the St Richard’s flag this time and it was a great start 
for her. Emma jumped two lovely rounds in both the 90/95 and 100/105 classes, a great 
representation of the school in two very large and competitive classes. 
 

For further information about NSEA and how you can take part please contact Sara 
at sfolwell@btinternet.com  

mailto:sfolwell@btinternet.com
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ART DEPARTMENT 
 

The Art Department were extremely pleased with the excellent 
GCSE results. 100% of the cohort achieved 5 or above. There were: 
four 9s, seven 8s, four 7s, four 6s, and one 5.  The moderator noted 
that it was an excellent body of work of an incredibly high standard, 
as the work around the college demonstrates.  
 

Some more good news from the Art Department. We recently 
submitted some of our pupils’ work to the NSAE for consideration to 
be exhibited at The Mall Galleries, in London. I am pleased to say that the selection panel highly commended 
Francesca Cordell's work with a certificate, and 
selected Mikaela Rodriguez for the exhibition. Her 
work was exhibited at The Mall Galleries, in 
London on 17th July. As the NSAE letter stated, 'It 
is a marvellous accolade for the artists and schools 
selected'.  
 

Francis Crighton’s design was shortlisted for the 
2018 Get Set to Eat Fresh Design a Bag 
Competition by Aldi. They wrote, ‘We have been 
amazed by the number of excellent entries 
received, so narrowing these down to a shortlist of 
just over 80 entries was a very difficult task. 
However, from St Richard's Catholic College we 
are happy to let you know that Francis Crighton's 
design was shortlisted by our judges – a huge 
congratulations to both Francis and your school! The judges were very impressed by the distinctive style and 
lively atmosphere of the design! Francis's shortlisted certificate will be on its way to your school shortly. 
Congratulations once again to your shortlisted student! We hope they, and the rest of your students, enjoyed 

taking part in the 
competition.’  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Peachment, Art Department 
 

GCSE Art 
Exhibition 
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Those summer nights are fading fast but the memory of our summer production of Grease still lingers. Our 
production of Grease was very well received and left many of us with the songs whirring around in our heads 
for the start of the summer break. Congratulations to all the pupils and staff, present and past, involved; it 
took an immense amount of hard work and dedication which really paid off. Below is a very small snapshot 
of some of the scenes which bring back fond memories; we have so many photos that I couldn’t look through 
them all in time for this newsletter!  

 

 

 

 

 
As we look forward to another jam packed year of creativity, projects and performances we are inspired by 
our successes of 2017-18 and look forward to building on these and welcoming you to the many events to 
come.  

Summer successes 
Dedicated Performing Arts pupils never stop improving their craft and this summer was no exception for 
many. Pupils took part in performances, across the county and beyond, competed in competitions and 
received results of individual instrument exams. Here’s some news from our music and dance pupils: 
 
Instrument exams 
Congratulations to the many young musicians who took and passed practical instrument examinations in 
Term 6. It takes a lot of dedication and hard work to learn to play an instrument. Here are some of the results 
that we know about. 
 
Alastair Rey, now in Year 11, was awarded Distinction in both his Grade 5 Piano and Music Theory with Sam 
McEvoy, now in Year 10, achieving Grade 3 Piano. Both these pupils are taught by our visiting piano tutor 
Helen Ridout in school. If you would like your child to have lessons with Helen do get in touch with the music 
department and we will be happy to pass on her details. Further details about instrument lessons in school 
are given below. 
 
Eleanor Klein, 9S, passed her Grade 5 Piano and Grade 2 Music Theory and her younger brother, Edward, 
who has just joined St Richard’s in 7F, passed Grade 3 Piano and Grade 2 music theory. 
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Please do let us know about your music exam successes; we would be delighted to share them here. 
 
Epsom Festival 
Two of our pupils had great success at the Epsom Festival and provided us with 
details which we have shared below. Well done, girls! 
 
Millie White of 10R competed in the senior category dancing 23 dances in 3 days. 
Millie was placed in all 23 dances despite only competing in this category for just 
3 weeks. Millie’s successes included: TDCI Senior Modern Runner Up and TDCI 
Senior Ballet Runner Up. Congratulations, Millie!  
 
Evie Dawes competed in the junior category with all her solos and duets placing 
as follows: 5 1st places, 7 2nd places, and a 3rd place. She had numerous other 
wins for trios, quartets and groups and came 2nd in the ballet championships but 
her most prized achievement was coming 1st in the TDCI Tap and Modern 
Championships. Therefore, as the South East Junior Champion, she will dance at Blackpool in January. Well 
done, Evie! 
 
Exam Results 
We are thrilled with the GCSE results of all of our pupils across The Performing Arts. They rose to the 
challenge of being the first pupils to experience the new Drama and Music GCSEs, improving on the school 
results from last year. We know that they will go on to achieve well as they continue their education. 
 
Music & Drama News 
Instrument tuition 
In the first week of term, East Sussex Music gave a performance to Year 7 to encourage pupils to take up 
the challenge of learning an instrument. If you would like your child to take up the learning of an instrument 
with East Sussex Music you can apply online by simply searching for ‘East Sussex Music’ and then follow 
the links from there. 
 
We are also fortunate to have some extremely talented and experienced independent instrument tutors 
providing lessons for our pupils too. Our independent teachers work with individuals or pairs in half hour 
lessons which cost £15. Therefore, if the lesson is shared between 2 this is just £7.50 per pupil. We currently 
have Helen Ridout teaching piano and Hayley Savage teaching acoustic guitar and singer/song writing skills. 
Mrs Byrne, our award winning music teacher, will be offering private singing lessons from term 2. As you 
already know, Mrs Byrne is a phenomenal singer and the pupils who learn from her benefit enormously.  
 
We are always happy to look into recruiting specialists if your child has an interest in an instrument for which 
we do not yet have a teacher. Do please get in touch if you have any queries. Learning an instrument, and 
that includes the voice, is a skill that never leaves you and benefits one’s health and wellbeing as well as 
supporting academic progress, and it’s also fun! 
 
100th Anniversary of Armistice Day: Bethune Cathedral in France 
Over the summer holidays, Mrs Byrne was contacted by Opera South East to see if she would be interested 
in taking a small group of singers to France to 
sing at the Centenary Commemoration 
Concert in Bethune, Northern France. There 
will be a choir from Bethune and Schwerte in 
Germany, the idea being to bring our twinning 
towns together for an incredible concert at the 
most beautiful Cathedral in Bethune. We are 
obviously very excited about this opportunity 
and will enjoy rehearsing some beautiful 
material for our 10 minute solo spot during the 
concert. We will also be singing with the other 
choirs from France and Germany throughout 
the service. We look forward to sharing our 
experience with you in newsletter 3. 
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Ramshacklicious 
Michael Hambridge of Hastings Borough Council contacted us just before the summer break with an amazing 
opportunity to spend a day working with the actors and musicians of ‘Ramshacklicious’ to create a new piece 
of music / theatre. It’s so experimental that we’re rather excited by the unexpected and know that our Year 
10 drama and music pupils will benefit from this enormously in terms of learning to compose music and 
devise pieces of theatre. We look forward to reporting on where the creative process will have led us in the 
next newsletter. 
 
Mrs Byrne - ‘More Radio Teacher of the Year’ 
On Friday, 13th July 2018, More Radio were at the Azur 
Marina Pavilion celebrating all that’s great about Hastings 
and the surrounding area, recognising everything from 
flourishing businesses, true community spirit to sporting 
brilliance and individuals with a heart of gold. Dashing from 
our final night performance of Grease to attend the 
ceremony, our very own Mrs Byrne received the Top 
Teacher Award. We are all very proud of her. She is a true 
inspiration to pupils and colleagues alike. 
 
Trinity Laban 
This year, our dance department will be receiving additional support from Trinity Laban. Pupils will also be 
given the opportunity to audition for their CAT scheme. This is a scheme that offers young people, who have 
exceptional talent and potential in dance, the opportunity to take part in a training session which can lead to 
selection to attend Laban’s open day and an audition. It is a national programme, funded by the Department 
of Education. We currently have 5 pupils attending weekly. 
 
We will also be offering the Imperial Society for Teachers of Dance graded syllabus, learning Grade 3 Modern, 
and Standard 4 ballet as well as a boys only ballet class. This allows pupils to develop their technique and to 
have all their results recorded. These awards are recognised on the Qualifications and Credit Framework 
(QCF) and benefit pupils as they move forward to college and university. 
 
Dance Company Auditions 
Auditions for The Dance Company this 
year will be taking place after school on 
Wednesday, 19th September in the hall. 
To audition, all you need to do is attend. 
Don’t worry if you haven’t had any dance 
training; Mrs Knight will be looking for all 
kinds of dancers and personalities; all you 
need is energy, commitment and 
enthusiasm. Auditions will run from 
3.20pm until 4.10pm  

If you are successful, regular rehearsals 
will be held after school and you will 
need to commit to attending all 
rehearsals.  

Mrs Knight is currently working on new 
choreography and preparing for performances both within school and in the community and, as with all the 
departments in the Performing Arts Faculty, reports that our dancers have a busy term ahead. Dates for all 
events will be made available shortly.  

New Trainee Teacher in Performing Arts 
We're delighted to share with you that we have a new member joining the Performing Arts Faculty for this 
year. Mr Stewart, from the University of Sussex, will be teaching music alongside Ms Mason and Mrs Byrne 
and running our new club 'The Jazz Saints' on a Thursday lunchtime. Mr Stewart is a trumpeter and has 
already spent some time working with our musicians and is very much looking forward to working with us and 
our pupils again. 
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Performing Arts Department Clubs 
  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Staves are an ensemble of musicians, led by Ms Mason, who play orchestral arrangements and the 
music to accompany the hymns in assemblies, services and Masses. You are welcome to join us on any 
instrument, no matter what your experience, and become part of an amazing team. 
 

The Saint Singers are a huge collection of sensational singers led by Mrs Byrne who perform both in 
and around our community and beyond. Free your soul! 
 

Thumper! is a drumming collective, that works with known samba rhythms as well as exploring our own. 
 

The Jazz Saints will begin after October half-term and will be led by Mr Stewart. Bring your instrument 
and get in the jazz groove. 
 

Campfire Songs is for pupils who want to play and sing popular songs, new and old, that suit acoustic 
accompaniment using guitars and ukuleles. 
 

Friday Light Live is where you can explore your creativity to the max. Form a band, write a song, 
perform solo or with others, it’s up to you - let your spirit roam free and make music! 
 

Music Boost! Got a music issue that you need help with; out of step with understanding your cadences? 
Come along to music boost and get the support you need. 

 
Drama clubs will take place on Monday lunchtimes and after 
school on Thursdays. Further details will be released shortly. 
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E-SAFETY BULLETIN 
 
NEW PARENTS 

In an ever growing technological world it is of vital importance to understand the possible online dangers, 
how to safeguard your children and where to go to seek further support. The E-safety Bulletin will provide 
you with termly advice to keep you informed on how to stay safe online. 
 

GROOMING AND SEXUAL ABUSE 

CEOP is a command of the National Crime Agency and are dedicated to protecting children from sexual 
abuse and exploitation, both online and offline.  You can report concerns about grooming and sexual abuse 
directly to CEOP. Remember, as a parent or carer, you know your child better than anyone. If you feel 
something isn’t right, you can report it to CEOP. 
 

When should I report? 

If you’re worried that your child is being groomed online or sexually exploited, you should report your concerns 
to CEOP. It is not always easy to spot the signs of online grooming and sexual exploitation, so if you have 
any concern at all about someone your child is in contact with, you should get in touch. You should always 
report if your child is or has been in contact with someone who is: 

 Chatting online to your child about sex 
 Asking them to do sexual things on webcam 
 Asking to meet up if they’ve only met them online 
 Requesting sexual pictures 
 Forcing them into sexual activity 
 Making them feel unsafe 

 

CEOP can investigate what is happening – with the assurance that the safety and wellbeing of your child is 
paramount at all times. If you are concerned that your child is in immediate danger, please call 999. 
 

How do I make a report? 

You can find information and advice on reporting and make a report directly to CEOP using the CEOP Safety 
Centre - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre.  You will need to complete an online form which will ask 
you for your contact details and information about what has happened. It will ask: 

 What happened? 
 Who did it happen to? 
 What do you know about the suspect involved? 

 

You should complete the form as fully as you can but don’t worry if you don’t have all of the details.  
 

Do I have to give my name?  
When completing a CEOP report you are reporting suspicions of crime to law enforcement so they cannot 
receive anonymous reports.  If you want to discuss your concerns with someone first then call the NSPCC 
Helpline on 0800 800 5000. 
 

Who receives the report and what happens next? 

All of the reports are first reviewed by child protection social workers. They will: 
 Read the report and assess the risk to your child 
 Look to make contact with you to discuss next steps 
 Give safeguarding advice and support 
 Supporting your child 

It is important to remember that it can be difficult for a child to come forward and tell an adult what has 
happened to them – they are often embarrassed, fear adults won’t understand, scared they will get into 
trouble or that adults will over react. Ensure you tell your child that whatever has happened, it is not their fault 
and you are on their side. Finding out your child has been sexually abused can be a traumatic experience. 
 

I hope you find this information useful. Each newsletter will provide further tips and advice. 
 

Mr Fegan, Subject Leader - Computing and ICT 
 

 
   

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre
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Library News 
Hello! I thought I’d start the new academic year by welcoming our new Year 7s, and by reminding everyone 
of all the great things we do and all the opportunities in the Library. 
 

Your School Library can help you in your studies with fiction, non-fiction and reference books. We have lots 
of books to read for fun and we rent out DVDs. There are computers for you to use for homework and 
research. Our pupil librarians are here at break and lunch times to help you find what you need.   
 

We are Open 8:30-4:30 Monday-Thursday and 8:30-3:30 Friday   
 

New Pupil Head Librarians! I am proud to announce the appointment of our two new Head Librarians, 

Aleena Aju and Eleanor Klein, both Year 9 pupils. Congratulations! Our team of Pupil Librarians are all looking 
forward to an exciting new year of reading and watching our favourite literature. 
 

DEAR Campaign: In support of the English Department and the ‘Drop Everything and 

Read’ campaign, I would like to remind everyone that they need never be without a book! 
With the Library situated in the centre of the school, open from 8:30 until 4:30 most days, 
including break and lunch time, you have access to endless hours of reading enjoyment. 
Replacement Library key rings cost £1 so if your child has lost theirs, they can see me to organise a new one.  
 

Shop-in-a-Box: Pupils new to the school will be pleased to know that the library carries a small range of 

cost price stationery, helping to ensure that every child has access to affordable school kit.  
 

 

Pupils may also purchase the £10.00 calculators from the Library, along with Bibles (£14) and Art Sketch 
Books (£5). 
                         

Film Club News: Film Club will commence this month on Monday, 24th and 

Tuesday, 25th September with the hilarious “What We Did on Our Holidays”, 
Certificate 12, staring David Tennant, Billy Connolly and Rosamund Pike, along 
with three amazing children. A really good family watch and one which will appeal to all ages. 

 

Book Quote of the Month: two to encourage all our Year 7s…   

 

I look forward to seeing you all, and to helping you to find 
fantastic, enchanting, diverting and engrossing reading for the new school year!    
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian 

       



39 

Chaplaincy News 
 

On behalf of all the Chaplaincy team at St Richard’s, a very warm welcome to 
the new members of our college and of the wider community, including our new pupils and staff 
members. I hope you had a good break over the summer and are feeling fit for the year ahead. 
There will be a lot happening in the coming months, so remember to look at the Liturgy 
Noticeboard in the Linkway corridor and read your newsletters! 
 

Liturgy Reps 
Liturgy Reps play a very important part in the spiritual 
life of the school and I am looking forward to working 
with all elected Reps. To start the year off, we have 
had a wonderful mass with Fr Chris Benyon where 
Reps received their badges and were given a blessing. 
Over the coming weeks, I will meet each year team to 
discuss their year Masses and their role as Liturgy 
Reps. I look forward to getting to know them all soon. 
Our Liturgy Captain, Kaira Rubit, and Deputies, Eden 
Jennings and Hannah Chan, who were commissioned 
at the end of year Mass are looking forward to leading 
the team in the work of chaplaincy throughout the 
year. 
 

End of Year Mass - July 2018 
We were blessed with lovely sunny weather for our final Mass of the year. This is our yearly 
opportunity to get the whole school together outside and is always a joyous occasion. Our theme 
reminded us to take God with us on our holidays. At the end of the final Mass we had the 
opportunity to bid a fond farewell to a number of staff and then the exciting announcement of 
the new Head Boy and Head Girl. Congratulations to Will Brown and Rose Wood I look forward to 
working with them in the coming year.   

Again wonderful music, song and dance 
were provided by the Performing Arts 
Department. My thanks to Ms Mason, Mrs 
Byrne and Mrs Knight and the choir, 
orchestra and Dance Company for their 
hard work preparing the Mass. Thanks also 
to Fr Tony and Deacon Ian who came to 
celebrate the Mass for us. A neighbour of 
the school commented to me, on my way 
home that day, how wonderful it sounded. 
Well done to all for their prayerful and 
enthusiastic engagement in this final 
celebration. 

 
I was also pleased to announce our new Liturgy Captain 
and Deputy Liturgy Captains. Congratulations to Kaira 
Rubit (Year 11) who will serve as our Captain. To assist 
Kaira in leading the Liturgy Rep team is Eden Jennings 
(Year 11) and Hannah Chan (Year 10). Congratulations to 
them too. They were given a blessing by Fr Tony and 
received their badges during the Mass.  
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Beginning of the Year Masses 
Each year group attended Mass in school 
on their first day back and we were 
fortunate to have three different priests 
representing all corners of our Diocese. 
Our new Parish priest in Bexhill, Fr Simon 
Dray, celebrated with Year 7 and 11 and 
we were delighted to welcome him back 
to the parish and school having been 
here with us a few years ago as assistant 
priest. Fr Neil Chatfield from Christ the 
King Parish, celebrated with Year 10 and 
had some very inspiring words for them 
as they begin their GCSE journey. 
Finally, Fr Chris Benyon, a retired priest now residing in Seaford, presided over the Mass with Year 
8 and 9. Fr Chris reminded us of God’s love and how it is always with us. A great way to start the 
year reminding us that God is at the centre of everything we do in St Richard’s. My thanks to all 
who read, served and sang, especially our brave new Year 7 who volunteered on their first day, 
well done! 
 

Church Visits 
The Year 7 church visits to St Mary Magdalene’s Church in Bexhill take place during the first half 
of Term one. Please can parents/carers sign their son/daughter’s journal to indicate that they 
have permission to participate in these visits.  
 

Grandparents’ Event in School – Thursday, 11th October 2018 
Following on from our successful grandparents’ event last year, we would like to invite 
grandparents of pupils to come into school on Thursday, 11th October for Mass in the school Hall, 
refreshments in the Library, and then a tour of the school undertaken by pupils. Times will be 
confirmed and put on our website and in Parish Newsletters nearer to the date.  We are aware 
that many elderly people in our parishes have grandchildren living far away and not in our school, 
so we would like to extend the invitation to them to come along and join us too. 
 

Year 6 Retreat 
In July, we invited three of our feeder 
primary schools: Sacred Heart, St Mary 
Magdalene’s and St Mary Star of the Sea, 
into St Richard’s for a retreat day. It was 
lovely to get to know the pupils who were 
joining us in September. Pupils attended 
workshops on liturgical Music, Dance and 
Biblical Drama and created a personal 
prayer journal to take home. We 
concluded the day with a short service 
which Deacon Ian Moon led for us. My 
thanks to Mrs Byrne, Mrs Knight and Ms 
Whelan for facilitating the workshops on 
the day and to Deacon Ian for joining us. Finally, a huge thank you to the teachers and staff from 
the three primary schools without whom pupils would not have been able to come on the day. 
Thank you also to all the Year 6 pupils who entered into all activities with enthusiasm. It was a 
lovely day and we hope to repeat it next year. 
 

Friday Morning Mass for Staff and Pupils 
Every Friday at 8.10am Mass is celebrated in room A3. All staff and pupils are warmly invited to 
attend. If you would like to take part by serving, reading, singing or helping with the Offertory, 
then do let me know. If you have any intentions/prayers for the Mass please send me an email.  
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Confirmations  
Along with other staff members, I was delighted, to attend the Confirmation Services in Bexhill 
and Eastbourne. A wonderful occasion for the pupils who received the gifts of the Holy Spirit as 
they were confirmed. Congratulations to all of you. 

 
Eucharistic Minister Training 
Training is offered to those who have received their confirmation to become Extraordinary 
Ministers of Communion for the school. Training took place yesterday with Deacon Ian. If you 
would like to do this training but were unable to attend please let Jo know as there may be a 
second training date offered. This is a wonderful way for those recently confirmed to continue 
their commitment to the church so please do consider it. 
 

Spectrum Bereavement Groups 
St Richard’s is a ‘RAINBOWS’ school. This means that we offer a 10 week programme for pupils 
who have experienced a death, divorce or other painful transition in their family. The groups are 
called ‘Spectrum’ and meet for 50 minutes once a week during the school day. If you would like 
more information about these groups, please contact Mrs Kelly, either by telephone or e-mail 
(mrskellym@strichardscc.com). 
 

Finally, do feel free to get in touch with regard to any aspect of Chaplaincy, in person, by phone 
or by email. With every blessing for the year ahead. 
 

Jo Doyle 
(Lay Chaplain) 

☏ - 01424 -713107 Ext 126, ✉ - missdoylej@strichardscc.com 
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PE Department News 
 

It is a very exciting time in PE this year. We have a new member of staff as well as 
the prospect of a new Sports Hall from the beginning of term 3. It gives me great 
pleasure to introduce Mrs Harker to the PE department. She joins us from The 
Hastings Academy and is experienced in teaching PE at KS3 and KS4. 
Congratulations are also in order because she got married during the summer 
holidays.  
 

The Sports Hall will allow us to significantly broaden the range of opportunities in our 
PE Curriculum and in what we are able to offer pupils in clubs and fixtures. We have 
also just purchased some new table tennis tables that will immediately be in action in PE clubs and 
in the KS3/KS4 PE curriculum. 
 

In addition to the clubs below, there will also be many football fixtures, netball fixtures, along with 
other sporting events and opportunities that I look forward to reporting on in our next newsletter. 
 

 

P.E. DEPARTMENT 
CLUBS/PRACTICES (SEPT - OCT 2018) 

 
Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader of PE 

 Lunchtime Afterschool 1 Afterschool 2 Afterschool 3 Afterschool 4 

MONDAY 

TABLE TENNIS 
YEAR 7/8 & 9 
BOYS & GIRLS 

 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 7 

BOYS AND GIRLS 

BADMINTON 

ALL YEARS 

BOYS & GIRLS 

YEAR 11 

GCSE PE 
Intervention 

BTEC SPORT 
Intervention 

 
FOOTBALL & 

NETBALL MATCH 
NIGHT 

TUESDAY 

TABLE TENNIS 
YEAR 7/8 & 9 
BOYS & GIRLS 

 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 8 & 9 BOYS 

 

Year 10 & 11 
GCSE PE 

Intervention 

 

SKILTEK 
FOOTBALL 
COACHING 

YEAR 9 & 10 
BOYS 

(Start date TBC 
by Skiltek) 

 

 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 7 
BOYS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 
BASKETBALL 

YEAR 8 & 9 GIRLS 

GYMNASTICS 

ALL YEARS 

BOYS AND GIRLS 

NETBALL 
YEAR 9/10 & 11 

GIRLS 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 8 & 9 

BOYS 

FOOTBALL & 
NETBALL MATCH 

NIGHT 

THURSDAY 

FITNESS CLUB 
YEAR 10 & 11 

GIRLS 
 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 10 & 11 

BOYS 

SKILTEK 
FOOTBALL 
COACHING 

YEAR 7 & 8 BOYS 

(Start date TBC 
by Skiltek) 

FOOTBALL 

YEAR 10 & 11 
GIRLS 

NETBALL 
YEAR 7 & 8 GIRLS 

FOOTBALL 
MATCH NIGHT 

FRIDAY 

TABLE TENNIS 
GCSE PE 

 

BASKETBALL 
YEAR 10 & 11 

GIRLS 

FOOTBALL 

ALL YEARS 

BOYS 

 
BASKETBALL 
YEAR 10 & 11 

BOYS 

 

 

FOOTBALL & 
NETBALL MATCH 

NIGHT 
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EXAMINATIONS REPORT - 2017-2018 
 

My sincere congratulations to all staff at the college for the tremendous results achieved by our pupils.  
 

83% of pupils achieved English and maths at grade 4 or above. This is well above the National and the 
County averages. (National 68% BASICS) 
61% of pupils achieved English and maths at grade 5 and above. This is well above the National and the 
County averages. (National 50% BASICS) 
50% achieved the baccalaureate (%C+ and grade 4 and above inc. English, Maths, Science, MFL and 
Humanities) 
36% achieved the baccalaureate (%C+ and grade 5 and above inc. English, Maths, Science, MFL and 
Humanities) 
The average EBACC score was 5.22 (just below B) based on a 62% full entry. 
1 pupil gained 10 grade 9 or equivalent 
Overall attainment 8 is 55.21 (55.00 would be B grade equivalent) 
 

Grade 7 and above was up to 30% from 27% 
We had 21 pupils achieving at least 1 grade 9 with 1 pupil gaining Grade 9 or equivalent in all Year 11 exams 
(only 732 pupils out of over half a million achieved this nationally) 
 

Grade 9 summary: 
1 pupil gained 11 grade 9 or equivalent 
1 pupil gained 8 grade 9 or equivalent 
2 pupils gained 7 grade 9 or equivalent 
2 pupils gained 6 grade 9 or equivalent 
2 pupils gained 5 grade 9 or equivalent 
1 pupil gained 4 grade 9 or equivalent 
1 pupil gained 3 grade 9 or equivalent 
2 pupils gained 2 grade 9 or equivalent 
9 pupils gained 1 grade 9 or equivalent 
  

Congratulations to all the following groups and pupils for their results in the early entries: 
Year 11 AS RE of the 22 entered, 3 gained A, 8 B, 6 C, 5 D.   
 

Dr Durkin’s Year 9 Astronomy group. 73% achieved C or above in Y9 
 

Individual language results Year 9: 
Chinese:  Hannah Chan A* 
Polish: Natalia Szelest A 

Georgina Soggee A 
Filip Mysliwiec A* 

Russian: Elijah Zacon A* 
Rita Smirnova A* 
Daniella Papukasvili A* 
Maria Isaeva A* 
Alona Bondareva A* 
Tola Bartosiewicz A 

Japanese: Moe Murray A* 
Sean Murray A* 

Italian:  William Holland A* 
 

 

Uniform 

Thank you to the vast majority of pupils who returned to school looking so smart and such a credit to 
their families. We had only a minority of pupils who came back with uniform issues to be addressed and 
this is down to the excellent support we receive from you as parents/carers. Jumpers with holes in need 
to be replaced and you are reminded that the colouring of hair is not acceptable, neither is the dying of 
eyelashes or eyebrows. Additionally, wedges, steps, undercuts and tramlines on boy's hair are not 
permitted.  
 

Please continue to monitor uniform throughout the year so that this excellent start can be maintained 
and our pupils look as well turned out in the community as they do in school and are therefore a credit 
to us all. In school we can then focus on learning. 
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2018/2019 (as at September 2018) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

PTFA Welcome Meeting & AGM Monday, 17th September (7pm) 
Ensuring Success at Key Stage 3, Years 8 and 9 Wednesday, 19th September (6:00pm) 
Coffee Morning for Year 7 parents (drop-in) Thursday, 27th September (8:45am-10:30am) 
Open Evening for prospective pupils and parents Tuesday, 2nd October (6:00pm-8:30pm) 
Year 11 Revision Day and Revision Evening (Y10&11) Thursday, 4th October (6:00pm for parents) 
Teaching and Learning Tour for parents (all welcome) Wednesday, 10th October (9:10am-10:50am) 
Grandparents’ Event (Mass, tour and refreshments) Thursday, 11th October (time to be confirmed) 
Year 7 Induction Mass Thursday, 18th October (7:00pm) 
MUFTI Day & Sponsored walk for Sports Hall Friday, 19th October (tbc) 
End of Term 1 Friday, 19th October 
 

First Day of Term Two for pupils Monday, 29th October 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 7th November (9:15am) 
Prize Evening, De La Warr Pavilion Wednesday, 7th November (6:30pm for 7:00pm start) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 15th November (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Settling In Parents’ Evening Thursday, 22nd November (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
INSET Day (school closed for pupils) Monday, 3rd December  
MUFTI Day for Surviving Christmas charity Thursday, 13th December 
Christmas Dinner Day Thursday, 13th December 
Advent Service Tuesday, 18th December (7:00pm) 
End of Term 2 Wednesday, 19th December 
 

First Day of Term Three for pupils Monday, 7th January 2019 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 10th January (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 16th January (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 17th January (6:15pm) 
Year 9 Curriculum Evening Wednesday, 23rd January (6:00pm-8:00pm) 
Careers Fayre (in the college gym) Thursday, 7th February (2:00pm-4:00pm) 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 7th February (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 3 Friday, 15th February 
 

First Day of Term Four for pupils Monday, 25th February 2019 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th March (9:15am) 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 14th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 21st March (6:15pm) 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 28th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 4 (Easter Services for pupils) Friday, 5th April 
 

First Day of Term Five for pupils Tuesday, 23rd April 2019 
PTFA meeting Tuesday, 23rd April (7:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 1st May (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 2nd May (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 23rd May (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 5 Friday, 24th May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 3rd June 2019 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 12th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 13th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening for September 2019 admissions Wednesday, 19th June (7:00pm) 
INSET DAY Monday, 24th June 
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 29th June 
BLOCK Day 1 Thursday, 4th July 
BLOCK Day 2 Friday, 5th July 
Summer Production 9th, 11th and 12th July (evening performances) 
Sports Day Wednesday, 10th July 
End of Term 6 Friday, 19th July  
 

NEWSLETTER 

Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. Please complete the 

newsletter confirmation form, that was emailed with the newsletter, to indicate that the 

newsletter has been received and the early closure on Tuesday, 2nd October 2018 noted. If you 

would prefer to continue to receive a paper copy of the newsletter then please email your details to 

Mrs Klein (mrskleink@strichardscc.com), indicating whether you would prefer an A4 or A5 edition. 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

