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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

As another very successful school year draws to a close, I would like to thank you for your continued support of all that goes 
on in St Richard’s both academically, spiritually and extra-curricularly. It has certainly been a productive year with staff 
working hard to encourage, motivate and challenge pupils to give of their best, to serve and volunteer and to participate 
with enthusiasm inside and outside the classroom. I would like to thank them for all their endeavours, professionalism and 
generosity of time for the sake of the pupils in our care. 
 

I would also like to thank the pupils for their outstanding contributions to school activities and, in particular, fundraising. 
The highlight of the year being the funds raised in support of Sophie’s Secret Postcard with £12,000 being donated to the 
Royal Marsden Cancer charity. I cannot thank Miss Pennington enough for her energy and enthusiasm in leading this project 
in memory of dear Sophie. The auction attracted interest from across the world and we are particularly grateful to Mr 
Taylor, parent of Max and Ben, who designed the postcard of Harry Potter which raised £1071.52. Well done to all who got 
involved and to all those who bought a postcard for such a worthy cause, marking Sophie’s love of art. 
 

I would also like to pay tribute to the Governors, support staff, cleaners and caretaking staff for all their hard work and 
commitment. Additionally, the PTFA have been wonderful raising a significant amount of money, this year, including £5000 
from a very successful Summer Fayre. The Parental Focus Group have also made a valuable contribution to school life by 
helping to evaluate our school practices and suggest improvements. 
 

Experiences, activities and trips have been numerous this term with a number of highlights including: The National Finals of 
the Great British Dance Off for the Dance Company and Boys’ Dance Company; the GCSE Art Exhibition; a wonderful sports 
day with a high number of records broken; Summer Sing at the De La Warr Pavilion and a trip to La Boheme at the Royal 
Opera House; trips to London, Isle of Wight, Cornwall and Berlin; the Leavers’ Prom and Crest Awards evening; Aspirations 
Show and Women in Maths day; Confirmation Services; science events including STEMFest and a Polar Explorer day for our 
feeder primary schools and finally, the combined music, dance and drama production of ‘Grease’ which was tremendously 
uplifting as well as a fantastic display of talent.  
 

Within the classroom, high quality first wave teaching has remained a priority to ensure pupils of all abilities make progress. 
All pupils have now received their summative report. Hopefully, you were proud of your son/daughter’s achievements and 
where needed, will continue to work with staff to raise attainment, attendance and participation in the new academic year. 
 

As the term draws to a close, we say farewell and thank you to those staff moving on or retiring. Mr Howe has been with us 
for two years and we are really grateful to him for his inspirational teaching, care of the pupils and sharing his love of 
geography, particularly through fieldwork. We wish him well as he takes up a new role as Pastoral Leader closer to home. 
Secondly, we say goodbye to Miss Crawley who has been an integral part of the MFL team for four years supporting pupils 
to develop their love and knowledge of German and, in addition, organising and supporting many a school trip. Miss 
Crawley is relocating and will be working at the Canterbury Christ Church University. Mrs Crampton is moving to a local 
school to take up a promotion and we are grateful to her for the ideas she has brought over the last six months. Miss Bayjou 
has been working in the English department for 2 days over the past year in Mrs Midghall’s absence and we are grateful to 
her for maintaining high standards. Finally, we say thank you and farewell to Mrs Howis who is taking early retirement to 
begin her own business. An outstanding linguist, we are really grateful to her for her creative teaching and her leadership of 
the MFL department in the past. I hope she will enjoy a long, healthy and happy retirement. 
 

Thursday is the last day of term for pupils, with a whole-school Mass in the grounds (weather permitting). The day will finish 
for pupils at approximately 1.15pm. Details of all transport arrangements are on the back of the newsletter. Staff will 
continue the day with INSET. Please note the staggered start to the academic year 2018-2019: Year 7 and 11 start on 
Wednesday, 5th September and Years 8, 9 and 10 start on Thursday, 6th September. 
 

Finally, a big thank you to all parents/carers for your wonderful support of the college. I hope you and your family have a 
fantastic summer holiday.  

Yours sincerely 
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YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

I would like to thank all parents/carers for their support this year. Year Seven has been a delightful 

year of friendship, hard work and enjoyable experiences. My challenge to the Year Sevens at the 

start of the academic year was to make a difference to our school and they certainly have! We 

have significantly contributed to life at St Richard’s and I feel they are the best year group in the 

college. In particular, their fund raising exploits have been awesome. The charities and good 

causes we have supported include: Guide Dog for the Blind, Chestnut Tree House, British Heart 

Foundation, Cancer Research, CAFOD and other whole school events. 
 

This is now a time of reflection and I would urge all Year Sevens to look back on the achievements, 

friendships and fun they have had. It has not always been easy but they should be proud of 

themselves. I am confident that as they move up the college, they will continue to flourish and 

lead their peers. We finish this year with our annual BBQ (Friday, 13th July) which is a celebration 

for all, and Year Mass which happened earlier this week. 
 

Well done on a fantastic year. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 mrblighj@strichardscc.com 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

 

Year 8 have enjoyed a very successful academic year which has seen them grow both socially 

and academically. They have played a full role in many aspects of college life and have 

supported clubs, trips, events and the Summer Production. 
 

Charity Work: Congratulations and thank you to all Year 8 pupils for their hard work and 

enthusiastic efforts in raising money and supporting our charity efforts this year. You have been 

very generous!  Each form has played a full role in supporting our charity work, organising a variety 

of sponsored events and activities, some of which are still going on. Well done! 
 

PSHEe: Work has focused on ‘Financial Capability’, ‘Careers’ and ‘Risk’. Pupils had to consider 

finance and the critical differences between wants and needs, as well as considering where 

earnings go and how they will support themselves in the future. The PSHEe programme has been 

valuable for the Year 8 pupils this year. I would like to thank the Year 8 tutors for working through it 

and adapting it to suit the needs of their respective form classes. 
 

Liturgy:  Thank you to our Priests and Deacon Ian who have led us in our Form Services and Masses 

this year. These have been lovely, reflective and prayerful times in our busy calendar.  
 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

I cannot believe that we are approaching the end of the academic year! So 

much has been achieved over the year thanks to the hard work of the pupils 

and all the staff, and this newsletter celebrates many of these achievements. I 

hope the Year 11 leavers will be pleased with their results in August. Year 10 now 

step up to lead the school from September and Year 7 feel like old timers!  
 

In September when we return, we hope to see real progress on the new sports 

hall. Governors will also be seeking to recruit two new parent governors; perhaps 

you could be considered for one of the positions, or you may know of a new Year 7 parent who 

might like to be involved? The school Governor section on the county council website and of 

course the St Richard’s website both provide more details, or do ask any existing Governor for 

more information. 
 

On behalf of all the Governors I would like to thank Miss Cronin and all the staff for their unfailing 

support for the pupils over the past year. I hope when the school holidays start that staff, pupils 

and parents have a restful, happy and safe summer break. 
 

God bless 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 

mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
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Block Day: The Year Group enjoyed a very successful Block Day Retreat at school  working on 

communication skills and focussing on ‘Rich World, Poor World’, highlighting the injustice of food 

and wealth distribution in the world.  
 

There is a change to the tutor team next year: Mrs Massey will take over as Form Tutor for 8L as Mr 

Howe leaves us at the end of the academic year. 
 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you, Parents and carers of our pupils, for your support 

throughout this academic year. After 21 years of having the privilege of being a Pastoral Leader 

at St Richard’s, I have taken the decision to hand the reins on to the next generation. It has been 

a rewarding and fulfilling responsibility and I have enjoyed working with and supporting our pupils 

over the years. 
 

I wish you all a wonderful summer holiday and all the very best for Year 9.  
  
Miss Easton, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (misseastonk@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

Teenage Cancer Trust: The charity ‘Teenage Cancer Trust’ came and delivered a fantastic, 

informative assembly to both Years 9 and 10, educating them about the effects of and treatments 

for various cancers, and helping the pupils to reflect on how to cope and respond when people 

in their lives may be affected. The presentation struck a positive tone, and certainly raised 

awareness with both staff and pupils. We hope to complete a joint year group charity event at 

the start of the next academic year in order to raise money for this fantastic charity.  
 

Community Cohesion Day: Year 9 were fortunate to 

experience a whole range of activities, talks and 

discussions on a broad range of subjects, from the 

importance of forgiveness with ‘Breaking the Cycle’, 

to perceptions of people with disabilities with ‘Just 

Different’. The day began with a powerful, thought 

provoking talk about the power of forgiveness, and I 

hope the pupils will share the two speakers’ stories 

with their families. From there, pupils went into six 

different workshops, all with the aim of challenging 

stereotypes, breaking down barriers between cultures 

and disabilities, and promoting equality regardless of 

faith, appearance or illness. Hopefully the pupils will take a lot away from the day, and share the 

lessons learned.  
 

Summer Holiday: We hope that Year 9 pupils have a happy and restful summer holiday, and 

come back refreshed and ready to begin the challenge of their GCSE courses. As joint Pastoral 

Leaders since Easter, we have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the year group, and wish them 

well as they move into KS4 and Upper School.  
 

There is a change to the tutor team next year: Mrs Harker will take over as Form Tutor for 9F as Mrs 

Crampton leaves us at the end of the academic year. 
 

Mr Holloway & Mr Steele, Pastoral Leaders Year 9  

(mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com) (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

 

It has been a very busy year for Year 10 and term six has been no different! There has been lots on 

offer to the year group to prepare them for the world of work and their Year 11 studies. 
 

Rewards: Throughout Year 10, pupils have collected ‘Achievement points’ which you should have 

been notified of via the school gateway. I am really pleased to highlight some exceptional 

performances this term from: Anna Donald, Lily McGregor, Kaira Rubit, Larisa Lam, Scarlett Chalk, 

Joe Neilan, Bradley Hare, Dominic Sharp, William Brown and Jackob Monk. Special mention 

should go to the pupils with the most amount of achievement points collected in the whole school 

mailto:misseastonk@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
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to date, Isabelle Pilon with 340 ‘Achievement Points’ and Joe Nielan 328 ‘Achievement points’. 

Well done!  
 

Services: 10H had their form service on the theme of self-

acceptance. The form group shared ideas on the 

importance of self-acceptance, how God teaches us to 

love everyone, as we are all made in his image and 

likeness. 
 

WEX Mock interview day: Mock 

interviews were held this term and 

pupils were invited to 

wear professional 

dress for a 20 minute 

interview with a local 

employer. Pupils received very positive feedback from the day. 

Pupils then had a feedback session in the afternoon from 

Hastings Direct employee, Jay Wootten, which was well 

received by pupils. Big thanks to all the employers who took 

part and Mrs Adams for co-ordinating the day. 
 

WEX week: A really positive Work Experience week was had by all the pupils. I have 

really enjoyed listening to all the feedback, experiences and stories from the week. 

Pupils have received certificates for their participation, which they should keep to 

show future employers as evidence of their work experience. Well done to those 

pupils who have manged to secure future part time jobs in the organisations they 

visited. Once again a big thank you to all the employers, Mrs Forte, Mrs Adams and 

Year 10 tutors for all the work they put in to make the week a success. 
 

Block Day: This year’s Block Day took place at 

Bexhill and Sussex Coast Colleges. The colleges 

provided taster lessons in a wide range of choices for pupils 

to experience. Both Bexhill College and Sussex Coast 

College were very impressed with the Year 10 cohort. Their 

mature approach to the day highlighted their positive 

attitude to their future studies. Well done to all involved and 

thank you to Mr Doherty for organising and running the day. 
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have been lucky enough to have 

Assemblies on the themes of stepping out of their comfort 

zone, not giving up, The House of Lords, Alumni Visits, The Teenage Cancer Trust and WEX 

preparation .  
  

I cannot end the year without showing my appreciation for an amazing set of tutors in Mrs 

Leggatt, Mrs Robertson, Miss Chong, Miss Crawley, Mr Jacobs, Mrs Neilan, Miss Henry, Mr Maxwell 

and Mrs Lea-White our SEN Co-ordinator. Thank you for all your hard work with the year group to 

date. Unfortunately, we are saying goodbye to Miss Crawley (10I) who has been with her tutor 

group since Year 7. I would like to personally thank her for all of the hard work, patience and 

dedication she has shown her tutor group. On behalf of the year group as a whole, I would like to 

thank her for the countless hours she has given up in organising and running trips and exchanges, 

offering the pupils new opportunities to experience different cultures and languages. I would also 

like to thank her for the continued support she has shown me, Year 10, and all of the staff involved 

in the Year 10 pastoral team. We wish her all the best in the next chapter of her adventure. Good 

luck! Miss Crawley’s form will have Miss Tester as their Form tutor in the new academic year and 

10U will have Miss Easton.  
 

It has been a pleasure to have been Pastoral Leader to this wonderful group of pupils, over the 

last two years. I have learnt a lot from them and I will look back fondly on the experiences we 

have shared.  
 

Thank you for your continued support and I wish you an enjoyable and restful summer. I wish all 

the pupils every success as they enter their final year at St Richard’s and I encourage them to 
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remember that my door is always open to them, and they should not hesitate to ask me for help 

or support! 
 

“May the road rise to meet you, wind be on your back and sun shine upon your fields. Until we 

meet again may God hold you in the palm of his hand” Irish Blessing 
 

School’s out for Summer!  
 

Mr Campbell, Pastoral Leader Year 10 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

Prom: On Thursday, 28th June, we had a very popular and pleasant Prom evening at the 

Powdermills Hotel. The pupils had a great time and the behaviour was excellent. Below are a 

selection of photos. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank you all for your support and to wish Year 11 all the best in their future 

endeavours. 
 

Reminder to Year 11 Parents: Please remember to cancel any standing orders that you may have 

set up for the school.  
 

Mr Doherty, Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 

 
 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
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GCSE Exams Results Day - Thursday, 23rd August 9.00-11.30 in the Main Hall 
Please note that results cannot be given out over the telephone and that other people are not permitted to 
collect your results for you, unless you have arranged this in advance with Mrs Fletcher, Exams Officer, and 
given written permission. Any results not collected will be posted to the home address. On results day there will 
be several members of staff available for congratulations and advice. 
 

Those pupils in Year 10 and below may elect to collect their results when they return to school, from individual 
subject areas. However, they are welcome to collect their results on this day too.   
 

If you have any queries regarding GCSE results, Mrs Fletcher will be in school on 23rd, 24th, 28th and 29th 
August from 9.00am-12.00noon. You can also telephone her on 01424 731070 ext. 116.   
 

  

 

 

CREST Award ceremony 
I would like to pass on my congratulations to the following pupils for achieving awards in The Crest this 

academic year: 
 

Gold: Imeldah Ambetsa, Alexia Antonislas, Furey Bollington, Grace Buchanan, Scarlett Chalk, Hannah 

Chan, Archie Connor, Ashlin Davidson, Andrea De Freitas-Rodriguez, Isabella Gibbons, Paige Harrod, 

Eden Jennings, Lottie Long, Duncan Morgan, Erin Osman and Rose Wood. 
 

Silver: Victoria Angell-Sanchez, Anthony Black, Thomas Bocon, Rosa-Jayne Cave, Jenson Chirackaparmpil 

Jaise, Georgina Cockett, Jade Coleman, Lexie Coleman, Dilys Cornford, Aiden Dadswell, Anna Donald, 
Izehi Ebhohimen, Sasha Fahy, Trinity Funnell, Bradley Hare, Larisa Lam, Rebecca Law, Oskar Lockyer, Emily 

Macphail, Lily McGregor, Joey Morris, Natasha Morrison, Jonathan Mpofu, Joseph Neilan, Allysha Nhanda, 

Duncan Norris, Elizabeth Orden, Isabelle Pilon, Abbie Pinnington, Amber Pisani-Cleland, Phoebe Prett, 

Danika Radbourne, Eleanne Robinson, Kaira Rubit, Kiara Sendhilkumaran, Emilie-Rose Sones, Deshan 

Sureshan, Christian Whiteley, Loralie Yeates and Hollie Young. 
 

Bronze: Rebecca Appleton, Gregory Blake, Freddie Brown, Jessica Cullinane, Jessicca Davies, Ruben 

Muller-Perol, Brooke Murphy, Alastair Rey, Amy Rudden, Ryan Segal, Dominic Sharp, Mary-Anne Terry 

and Millie White. 
 

The pupils above were invited 
to the Crest Award evening on 

Thursday, 5th July to celebrate 

their success this year. We 

were extremely lucky to have 

Huw Merriman MP as a keynote 

speaker. Huw spoke to the 

pupils and their parents/carers 

about the importance of 

leadership and extra-curricular 

activities as they continue to 

mature into young adults. I 

would like to encourage those 

who have not yet achieved the gold award to persevere with this as they begin their next academic year. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

At St Richard's, we are committed to working with pupils and their families to ensure 
that they receive support both within and beyond the classroom. One way we can help is 
to ensure that families eligible for free school meals receive them. St Richard's receives 
funding from the government for pupils who are eligible for free school meals and this 
money is used to provide extra support, for example, by supplying eligible pupils with 
free study guides, equipment and some funding for educational trips. This money helps 
to raise aspirations. To check if you are entitled, please read the information on our website: 

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/ Alternatively, your child can pick up an application form 
from the Reception office for you to complete and return to County or to Mrs Hollands in Reception. The school can 
then use the Checking Service to confirm entitlement but you may need to show up-to-date proof that you meet the 
qualifying criteria. If approved, the entitlement will be credited daily to the cashless catering system.  

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/
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Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction  
 

After months of preparation, Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction 
finally went live last month and exceeded everybody's 
expectations. The auction bidding total for the 570 postcards 
was an astounding £11,583.96! 
 

Pupils and staff at St Richard’s wanted to do something really 
special to remember Sophie Maria Taylor, who sadly passed 
away on 5th April last year after a brave battle with cancer. 
Chiara Wells, a classmate of Sophie’s who shared her 
passion for art, came up with the idea of holding a secret 
artists’ postcard auction to raise funds for the Royal Marsden 
Cancer Charity, whose hospital had treated and cared for 
Sophie and her family during her illness. 
 

Pupils, artists, celebrities and friends across the world painted, 
photographed, drew or doodled on the back of a postcard and 
submitted their creations for the eBay auction held last month. 
Eastbourne design company, Custard, generously donated 
2,000 pre-printed postcards, which were ‘bought’ for a 
donation of £1, raising over £500 before the auction even 
started. 
 

Many famous artists took part including: Thomas Taylor, who 
painted an original illustration of Harry Potter based on his 
own jacket design for Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone, first published in 1997, which raised £1071.52 and Sir 
Quentin Blake, who created two wonderful illustrations which 
raised £1250. The full list of artists are revealed along with the 
prices paid for the amazing postcards on 
www.sophiespostcard.com 
 

BBC South East visited to film some pupils and the postcards 
which was very exciting and helped raise the profile of the 
event. During the ten days that the auction ran, there was a 
wonderful feeling of community in school, with pupils and staff 
excitedly following the bidding. Talented Year 10 Art pupil Lily McGregor won the highest bid of £165 for 
her dog portrait and Year 11 pupil Megan Bassett’s abstract work raised £72. 
 

Many of the staff at St Richard’s created postcards for the auction and a special mention must go to Mr 
Saunders whose ‘Marsden Mouse’ raised £62.50 and Mrs Avery whose many beautiful works raised nearly 
£400! Thank you to all the staff who created work, encouraged pupils to create postcards and took part in 
the bidding. 
 

We would like to give a special thank you to retired journalist, Jean Clark, who co-ordinated all the fantastic 
press coverage; to Maria Hudd at The Bexhill Observer who covered the story and helped so much to get 
the campaign in the public eye, and to Liz Gilmore from the Jerwood Gallery for helping enlist Sir Quentin 
Blake and supporting the auction. A huge thank you to all the fantastic artists who created the amazing 
artwork, and to everyone who took part in the auction and everyone who helped make Sophie’s Postcard 
such a success and helped raise so much money for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. 
 

All postcards have been sent to winning bidders or if you requested ‘collection in person’ are waiting for you 
at St Richard’s reception.  
 

Miss Pennington 
 

  

http://www.sophiespostcard.com/
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Special Educational Needs 
 

Prep Club Plus: A reminder that pupils who require additional support with completing homework 
can come to Prep Club Plus on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3:15pm 
to 4:15pm. Mr Nuckhir and additional Teaching Assistants are available to help with homework. 
 

Lego and Games Club: Pupils are welcomed to the lunchtime Lego and Games Club in A3, 
which runs every day supported by a Teaching Assistant. Come along to eat, play games and 
socialise together. 
 

Transition Review meetings: We will be inviting parents/carers of Year 10 pupils with Education, 
Health and Care Plans to discuss reviews to their EHCPs in the autumn term. All reviews will have 
taken place by 19th October 2018; individual invitations to follow in September. 
 

Pupil Passport: We will be updating the Pupil Passport for all pupils on the school's Special 
Educational Needs register in the next academic year, and will now be reviewing pupils' 
information on these passports three times per school year. Further details will follow in the new 
school year. 
 

Wishing all pupils, parents and carers a very happy and restful summer break. 
 

Mr Smith, SENCO (mrsmithi@strichardscc.com) 
 

Anti-Bullying 

If you need help or advice about 

bullying – please speak to Mrs Hills, 

your Form Tutor or Pastoral Leader. 
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REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCE/LATENESS TO SCHOOL 
There are several ways in which you can alert the school to your child’s absence.  The methods of alerting 
us are: 

 Parents/carers can leave an answerphone message reporting their child’s absence from school or 
lateness to school due to an appointment by dialling the school telephone number – (01424) 
731070 and then pressing 1 when prompted. Wherever possible, please ensure this is done before 
the close of registration at 9.10am. You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s name, their 
form group, the reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil.  

 You can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown above: 
pupilabsence@strichardscc.com.   
 

Please note that without a reason for the absence e.g. illness, medical etc, I cannot authorise an absence.  
Please specify the nature of the illness.  If a pupil is absent for more than three days for an illness, we may 
not be able to authorise the absence without some form of medical evidence.  This can be in the form of 
a medical appointment slip, a hospital appointment letter, a prescription slip or a prescribed medication 
box showing your child’s name on the printed label. 
 

Please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than holiday requests 
which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to me and not your child’s Form 
Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown on your child’s attendance records. My email address is 
mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com  It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she 
remembers to come to the Attendance Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an 
accurate record of all pupils on the college site. This is to ensure their safety.  

Please remember to let us know for each subsequent day of absence.  This is particularly 
important for safeguarding reasons. 
 

Please look out for the updated Attendance Policy for the new school year.  There are a few changes. This 
will come into effect from September 2018 and will be available on the school website.  
 

Please be aware that holidays will not be authorised. It is really important that parents/carers do not 
book holidays in the first or last weeks of term. 
 

175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR: 
 

spent on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments 

190 days in 
each school 

year 
10 days off 19 days off 29 days off 38 days off 47 days off 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

GOOD 
Best chance of reaching your 

target grades 

WORRYING 
You will have to work harder 

outside of school hours to reach 
your target grades 

SERIOUS CONCERN 
Unlikely to achieve target grades 

at GCSE 
 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please give me a call or send me an email. 
 

Many thanks             
 

Mrs Jones, Attendance Officer (mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com)   

  

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
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CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE PREPARATION MORNING 
On Tuesday, 5th June the Year 10 pupils took part in a 
work experience preparation day. The morning involved a 
variety of activities within their form, including: 

 Preparing CVs 

 Completing application and medical forms for their 
work experience placement 

 Looking at health and safety in the work place 

 Interview technique 

 Role play of various scenarios that they could face 
whilst out on placement. 

 

The pupils also took part in a 20 minute interview with 
one of 50 employers, all of whom were volunteers from 
the Rotary Club, parents/carers or businesses from 
across the local area. The employers were impressed by 
the smartness of the pupils, who were asked to wear 
suitable work attire for the day rather than their school 
uniform, and by how responsive the pupils were during 
their interviews. 
 

The pupils found their mock interviews to be a very useful 
learning experience in helping them to think about how to 
prepare for future interviews as well as giving them more 
confidence in how to conduct themselves.  
 

We are extremely grateful to all the employers for giving 
up their valuable time. It was a great success with the 
pupils getting much value from the interviews. 
 

In the afternoon, Jay Wootten from Hastings Direct ran a 
session with the entire year group. The session focused 
on acting on the feedback received from the interview 
earlier in the day. 
 

Well done to Year 10 who looked fantastic on the day and were a real credit to the school. 
 

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK 
Year 10 pupils participated in a week’s work experience from 25th - 29th 
June in placements offered by over 180 companies and organisations 
based mainly in the South East. This is part of our Year 10 PSHEe 
programme where the pupils have the opportunity to prepare 
themselves for future careers.  

 

Whilst on placement, the pupils had a 
work experience diary to complete about 
their experience of the world of work. They 
were visited or telephoned by a member of staff who talked 
to them about their experience and checked on the quality of the placement. 
Overall, the employers were very impressed with the pupils, some even 
gaining part time jobs from their placements. If anyone is able to offer a 
possible work experience placement to a Year 10 pupil next academic year, 
please contact me via my email address listed below. 
 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 2019 
The current Year 9 pupils will go on a week’s work experience in June 2019. This week is particularly 
valuable as it really gives the pupils a chance to experience the world of work. This week should not 
necessarily be thought of as a ‘Career Taster’ week, as there are some organisations that will not take 
pupils under the age of 16. Can I suggest you use the summer to start thinking about where you would like 
work experience to take place. 
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What is Work Experience? 
It is an unpaid opportunity for young people to experience working life while they are still in school. It gives 
them the chance to: 

 Work alongside adults as part of a team 

 Develop and practise a range of new skills 

 Relate their school curriculum to the workplace 

 Make more informed decisions about their future 
 

The pupils will learn and use a range of transferrable skills, personal qualities and competencies that will 
contribute towards their employability. 
 

Applying for Work Experience 
The pupils will be using a website called Aspire, in order to choose their work experience placements. Each 
pupil will be issued with a username and password to use this system in September. They can either 
choose placements from Aspire or they can find their own placements, as for some industries, such as 
veterinary, this is recommended. The pupil will need to contact the employer to discuss the possibility of a 
work experience placement, and then complete the ‘own placement’ section on Aspire. From experience, I 
have found that own placement finds tend to be a more valuable experience as these are usually in the 
field that the pupil wishes to pursue in the future. All of the placements will be vetted to ensure the health, 
safety and welfare of the pupils during the placement.  
 

CALLING ALL FORMER PUPILS 
Did you go to St Richard’s Catholic College? If you’re a former pupil who would like to support current 
pupils, the college would love to hear from you! Right now, there are pupils in the assembly hall where you 
once sat, facing similar challenges and opportunities that you did. Being connected to you could really help 
them. The college is one of more than 500 state schools across Britain which have registered with the 
charity Future First to set up networks of former students or alumni. Future First’s vision is that every state 
school or college should be supported by a thriving, engaged alumni community that helps it to do more for 
its students. More than 50,000 former students across Britain have already signed up to stay connected 
with their old school. They’re inspiring young people in a number of ways; as career and education role 
models, mentors or e-mentors, work experience providers, governors, donors or fundraisers. It doesn’t 
matter when you left school, whether you’re in further education or employment, whether you still live 
nearby or have moved further away, there are still ways you can help! You can sign up to Future First’s 
alumni scheme by following this link: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/register/types 
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers Lead and Work Experience Coordinator - mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com 
 

 

English Department News 
 

KS4 News 
We’ve had a great year! Thank you to all parents, staff and pupils who have supported 

writing competitions, World Book Day, Creative Writing Club, author visits and other 
activities, as well as the day to day work, homework and exam preparation that has gone 

on throughout the year. 
 

For Year 10, the summer is a great opportunity to revisit your texts and start re-reading 
them - you will need to have read them in full AT LEAST three times before your exams 
next year so start early! We want you to have a restful and exciting summer as well as a 

productive one - maybe the summer is a good opportunity to read if you haven’t had 
much time so far? Ask us for recommendations! 
 

Keep learning those keywords - everything you need is on the padlets and shared on the 

Google Drive with you. Ask if you can’t access anything. Making keyword cards, using 
revision websites and learning key quotes can all be done in small chunks over the 
holidays so keeping your learning ticking over doesn’t have to be tedious. 
 

There will be many theatre productions near you, in London and in the places you may 

be holidaying - youth discounts lessen the cost at many places and seeing any theatre 
production is always hugely valuable, even if it isn’t your set text.  
 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/register/types
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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Have a restful summer - watch film versions of your texts if you can and come back 

refreshed and ready for Year 11 in September. 
 

“And so with the sunshine and the great bursts of leaves growing on the trees, just as 
things grow in fast movies, I had that familiar conviction that life was beginning over again 

with the summer.” ‘The Great Gatsby’, F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

Mrs Mountford and The English Department 
 

500 Words Competition by Jessamy Ingamells 8L 
I entered the 500 competition but my story “The Online Geek” didn't get through. Out of all the people who 
entered only 3,000 got a chance and I was one who was picked to see the winners receive the prizes and 
also get the joy of hearing the winning stories which were read by famous writers (one was David Walliams) 
and the joy of hearing 3 famous singers perform (Alexandra Burke & London Community Gospel Choir, 
Bastille and John Newman). To get to this event in Hampton Court Palace I had to wake up around 3am to 
get into a queue by five and get a seat by 6.30am but it was all worth it. This was all on Live Radio 2 with 
Chris Evans as the host. Even the Duchess of Cornwall stopped by and congratulated the winners and 
gave a speech. After this I was allowed to wander round and see all the beautiful flowers and all the history. 
 

Maths News 
 

Junior Maths Challenge Success 2018 
In this year’s UKMT Junior Mathematics Challenge, pupils at St Richard’s achieved 8 Gold, 24 Silver and 
24 Bronze. Over 260,000 pupils from across the UK took part in this year’s Junior challenge. The top 6% 
received gold Certificates, the next 13% silver and the next 21% bronze. 
 

Approximately 8200 of the top scoring pupils are invited to participate in the follow up round. Year 8 pupils 
Joseph Roser and Arthur Pepper, and Year 7 pupils Matthew Woodall, Samantha Zebrak and Aurora 
Bonoan took part in the Kangaroo Challenge.  
 

The Junior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics Trust, a registered charity, and supported by the 
Institute and Faculty of Actuaries. It is aimed at pupils in Years 7 and 8. Further information about the Trust 
and its activities are available at www.ukmt.org.uk 
 

A sample question from this year’s Junior Mathematics Challenge: (answer available on the website) 
Gill scored a goal half way through the second quarter of a ‘teachers versus pupils’ netball match. At that 
point, what fraction of the whole match remained to be played? 

A    
1

4
                               B  

3

8
                                    C  

1

2
                                     D  

5

8
                                   E  

3

4
  

 

“The Maths Challenges provide material to provoke students’ mathematical thinking and test their problem 
solving skills in an accessible and yet challenging way. Many congratulations to St Richard’s on their 
success in the Junior Maths Challenge; it is great to see achievement in mathematics recognised.” Rachel 
Greenhaigh, UKMT Executive Director. 
 

Girls in STEM Trip 
On Friday, 6th July five Year 10 pupils visited the University of Sussex as part of a girls in STEM event. The 
Maths Hub and the university put together the day of mathematics related activities covering topics such as 
career opportunities, mathematical epidemiology and the mathematics of voting and elections. Sessions 
included Zombies and Mathematicians and An Itchy Person, ran by the medical school.  
 

A quote from one pupil, Dilys, “The trip has made me realise that maths doesn't 
just mean one career choice, but a whole range of opportunities I didn't know 
existed.” 
 

SSAT Aspirations Show 
A group of Year 9 pupils attended the SSAT Aspirations Show held at the 
University of East London. A series of lectures and workshops gave young 
people the chance to feel they have control over their own futures through 
exploring potential future pathways. Lectures included: How to succeed when 
faced with a challenge; coping under pressure and how to build resilience. The 
group also took part in two interactive workshops: The Psychology behind being 
successful, and the truth about dreaming big and working hard. 
 
 

http://www.ukmt.org.uk/
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Science Department News 
Ethical Eden Trip 

In late May, an intrepid group of St Richard’s adventurers headed to Cornwall for the annual Ethical Eden 
visit. Returning for the 9th year to Woodland Valley, we were all looking forward to meeting the farm’s 
newest residents, a breeding pair of European beavers. While we have followed all of the preparatory 
science of the last three years, the beavers arrived on site the week after we visited last year, so this would 
be our first opportunity to assess the impact the beavers had made to the valley. When we arrived it was 
immediately obvious that the 5 acre area of the valley floor had been dammed and has now flooded. This 
was the intended outcome. The theory was that a delay in the throughput rate of water coming off the hills 
would reduce the likelihood of devasting flash floods in the village downstream. These high volume floods 
have historically occurred about once in every twenty years but there have been 3 such events in the last 
decade as the world’s weather becomes less predictable in the face of global warming. Could the beavers 
be the answer? 
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Scientific monitoring has confirmed that this is exactly what has happened and the throughput rate for water 
across the five acres has reduced significantly. It seems that that the reintroduction of the beavers has 
been beneficial and, as hearty vegetarians, has had little impact on the fish stocks. A longer term study is in 
place to assess any impact on spawning patterns and behaviour. 
 

The weather was just a little damp for our first day’s activities, which included surfing and a ‘new to St 
Richard’s’ activity of coastal traversing. This apparently involves squeezing through tiny narrow gaps 
between rocks and tiptoeing along cliff edges near the ocean’s edge. The pupils all really enjoyed it, with 
Miles Davies reporting that, ‘The Ethical Eden trip was very interactive and lots of fun apart from falling 
down a cliff; this hurt! A lot! However, the coastal traversing was excellent. We made sweetbread in the 
field for supper when we arrived and we had a barbecue - it all tasted really good.’ Pupils had whittled their 
own digging sticks and dug out some edible roots by that time, which were also cooked - they tasted like 
french fries! 
 

Miles’ other favourite parts were seeing the beaver and being ‘King of the Castle’ at Tintagel. He 
commented that it looked like the other group on the adjacent headland looked perilously close to the edge 
of the cliff but in fact, they were resting while listening to a storyteller telling a Cornish Folk Tale. The story 
concerned a tragic tale of unrequited love, and a fair maiden destined to be ever watchful for a ship with 
white sails, signalling her true love’s return. Or so Tianah Allum, of 7H, recalled. She too enjoyed the 
‘peacefulness of watching the beavers, the challenge in traversing the rocks and exploring the castle’. 7H’s 
Barney Mackew went on to say that his ‘favourite part was visiting the Eden Project itself and exploring the 
rainforest biome. I also thought it was really fun to squeeze through the narrow spaces in the coastal 
traversing. It was a fantastic experience and I think I have closer bonds with my friends and have also 
made some new ones on this trip.’ 
 

GEMS Drone Competition 
The Friday lunchtime ‘Girls in STEM’ group have continued to meet and 
have received certificates for entering the BIEA International Rescue 
Drone Competition. ‘Well done’ to Ciara Davey, Alicia Smith, Hannah 
Chan and Izehi Ebhohimen. As the newly renamed GEMS Group (Girls 
in Engineering Maths and Science) we wish them good fortune in next 
year’s competition entries. 
 

Polar Explorer Day with Jan Meek 
Over the year, St Richard’s Science teachers have been visiting primary partner 
schools to undertake practical work, mostly with a theme of Polar Exploration. Our own 
pupils have spoken live to an Arctic Scientist in May. Partner schools included: St Mary 
Magdalene’s Catholic Primary School, Sacred Heart, St Mary Star of the Sea, St 
Thomas a Beckett Junior School, Chantry Community Primary School and St Mary’s 
School and College. The primary pupils have enjoyed a variety of lessons covering 
many topics including UV light, arctic food webs, ocean acidity and insulation all with a 
focus on ‘working scientifically’. The Polar Explorer theme culminated in our Polar 
Explorer Day where Year 5 primary school classes joined us here in the labs for 
practical work in the morning. There were food investigations, tests for optimum 
insulation and wet chemical testing to establish acidity using the pH scale. With all of the laboratories 
packed with keen young scientists, it was no surprise that the primary school presentations that took place 
in the hall after lunch, were so impressive (despite some technical problems!). We were very impressed by 
the shared ‘working scientifically’ practice evident. 
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Our Year 7 pupils made an appreciative 
audience in the afternoon for the primary 
pupils as they presented their summary 
work and were then treated to a talk from 
an actual Polar Explorer and double world-
record holder (oldest mother and son team 
to the North pole), Jan Meek. Jan proved 
to be a captivating speaker, with her 
boundless enthusiasm for sharing the joy 
of a ‘Why not?’ approach to everything. 

She told of the excitement, disappointments and challenges of taking herself very much outside of her 
comfort zone, not just once but twice. As a double world record holder she is now planning and training for 
a further attempt at the pole and has promised to come back and tell us all about it. All this at the tender 
age of 72 years young - truly an inspiration to all. 

 
 

Science Storytellers: STEAM Stars 
Science Storytellers continued their ‘Lifecycle of stars’ 
themed workshops with a STEAM lesson on how to 
make star shapes using maths. Mr Gallivan joined us to 
share the mathematical principles behind this geometry 
and pupils then had a go at making a STEAM Star of 
their own. The storytellers plan to share their new found 
skills with other pupils in Year 7 before the end of term.  

 

St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club (StAR 
Club) 
Four StAR Club pupils passed their Amateur Radio Licence examination in 
June. Huge congratulations to Alicia Smith, Ivan Doolan-Tanner, Jack 
Gunson and Joseph Roser on their well-deserved success. The successful 
candidates have all begun to study for the Intermediate Licence and will be 
able to register their own callsign on the Ofcom website imminently. There 
will be a further group completing the Foundation Licence around January 
time and St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club will be open to new members for 

fun or licence attempts in September. 
 

St Richard’s Science Ambassadors at St Thomas a Beckett 
Upper School Science Ambassadors visited Year 6 pupils at St 
Thomas a Beckett Junior School to help them celebrate their 
Science Week. With a theme of ‘Famous Scientists’, the Science 
Ambassadors had each prepared a short presentation on their 
chosen scientist, describing their history, work and contributions 
to Science. The scientist’s roll call included some well-known 
names such as Isaac Newton and Albert Einstein but also some 
less well known female scientists too, including Rosalind Franklin. 
St Richard’s pupils were very confident in their delivery and even 
braved interactive quizzes with the really enthusiastic pupils. In 
the ‘Q&A’ session the Year 6 pupils were very curious about their 

new school and the Ambassadors answered all questions with a smile 
and good humour. Some of the Ambassadors were themselves former St 
Thomas a Beckett pupils and reflected that they were particularly proud 
to be returning to their former school as Ambassadors.  
Amy Rudden of 9S reported, ‘Not only was it great to catch up with old 
teachers, but (it was great) to educate younger pupils too!’ Emma Roper 
noted that, ‘I enjoyed practising my 
public speaking skills and learning about 
a pivotal female scientist (Sophia Brahe) 
was very interesting.’  
Hannah Chan, one of last year’s 
Science Storytellers, explained, ‘I loved 

presenting what I have done to younger pupils, helping them to learn more 
about science and our school community. It was a fun and educational 
day. I wish to go again!’ 
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Astronomy GCSE Enrichment 
Year 8 GCSE Astronomers have continued their introduction enrichment work with 
crossover lessons for Maths and Classics. Mr Gallivan led a lesson on astronomical 
mathematics focusing on some very large numbers and the use of standard form in 
calculations, applications of Pythagoras’ theorem in determining the distance to stars 
far, far away and applications of logarithms in the Distance Modulus equation. Former 
pupil, Yasmin Davis joined the class for a reflection on her GCSE Astronomy studies 
5 years ago. Yasmin has just completed her first year of a degree course in Physics 
with Astrophysics at Leicester De Montford University and kindly agreed to share her 
thoughts on the advantages of studying Astronomy and STEM Science subjects in 

particular.  
 

Yasmin summed up her experience, saying ‘(GCSE Astronomy) is 
so much fun if that’s what you are interested in. I really enjoyed 
Astronomy at GCSE - it was my favourite because it was 
interesting and different and I got to observe (with the National 
Schools’ Observatory robotic telescope).’ 
 

Mrs Avery shared a fascinating lesson exploring the names and 
myths associated with the IAU recognised constellations of the 
night sky. The lesson was huge fun as we heard how badly 
behaved the Greek gods were! Hopefully, the relative positions of 
star groups will now be easier to recall with a smile. 
 

Big Bang South East: STEMFest 
I found STEMFest really fun and interesting. I learned 
things like: refraction, feather patterns, recycling, foot 
diseases, germ awareness, how to eat well and different 
birds of prey. My favourite part of STEMfest was the 
birds of prey because it was interesting and exciting to 
learn about the different birds. I would consider a career 
in STEM because the trip was lots of fun!’ by Aimee 
Lawrance, 8S.  
8F’s Talia Cahill agreed, adding, ‘We had loads of fun 
exploring the different exhibits and learning more about 
jobs that I only knew a little bit about. My favourite part 
was seeing the different birds of prey - hawks, eagles 

and owls. I find them fascinating and it was exciting to watch them hunt.’ Luca Hale-Stretton also really 
‘liked the bird show’. 
 

Ivan Doolan Tanner was one of the Amateur Radio Licence holders at the event and threw himself into 
proceedings. He reports ‘Not only did I get lots of freebies, I played with robots and did virtual reality 
welding! We ran an Amateur Radio stand (using St Richard’s radio kit and special event callsign, GB4 
SRC) and taught people about the history of it. Overall, I think it was even better than last year!’ Jack 
Gunson, also qualified as an Amateur Radio Licence holder, added ‘we could hear people from Wales!’ 
Joseph Roser had the furthest distance radio contact. He commented ‘I spoke to people in Switzerland 
using our radio kit. There were so many stalls with unique things and it was fun.’ 8I’s Aaron Douglas 
described the event as ‘.....a bolt! There were many activities to do and I personally enjoyed the 
aeroplanes and antennae!’ 
 

Science Enrichment 
The science department delights in enriching the curriculum with trips, projects and cross-curricular work a 
plenty. During this academic year, we have earned Gold SEQM, spoken to Polar Explorers, trained some 
Science Storytellers and seen some pupils qualify for Amateur Radio licences. In September, we will be 
championing Physics particularly in cross phase links with our primary school partners with support from 
the Ogden Trust. It has been a busy and very rewarding year. In September we will return with some 
familiar clubs, trips and speakers and also with new and exciting opportunities for all. 
 

***** Forthcoming Science Events ***** 
Future’s Day at Farnborough Air Show (last day of term) – letters 

available from Dr Durkin, a few places still available 
 

Dr Durkin, Curriculum Enhancement Lead in Science 
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

As the temperatures soar and the excitement for the summer holidays draws near, we reflect on 

what has been a successful year of progress and learning for many pupils in our subject. Term 6 

began with end of year exams for pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9. We are pleased to see many pupils made 

good use of the revision resources in their preparations. It is our hope that this tenacious approach 

to revision is something that pupils will continue to develop throughout next year and build from 

strength to strength on the path to GCSE. We said goodbye to our Year 11 who bravely took the first 

sitting of the new GCSE in May - we commend them for their hard work which will no doubt pay off in 

the August results. 
 

At Key Stage 3, the pupils have been learning about a world faith. Year 7 have been covering Sikhism; 

Year 8 Hinduism and Year 9, Islam. These units of work provide a good opportunity and space for 

pupils to reflect on the significance of worship as a manifestation of faith, rather than just a mere 

way of life. Some Year 7 classes have learnt about this experientially by recreating a model of 

worship at the Gurdwara. Indeed, as the pupils will discover, there is much knowledge to be gained 

about the structure and understanding of God in each faith. There is insight to be gained as well 

from the simplicity of the Sikh practice of ‘seva’ - service to others is service to God. This also finds 

common ground with the principles of Christian ethics. During a Year 7 

RE lesson pupils also took part in Pope Francis’ call to embrace 

refugees. This required us to work in solidarity and walk around the 

school field to help us all reach the target of walking 24,900 miles – 

the distance around the world. Along the way we stopped and learnt 

about 5 migrant stories. Anne Barry, our CAFOD volunteer, will total up 

our miles and input them into the CAFOD website. You can get 

involved too by visiting the CAFOD website and search Share 

the Journey.  
 

The Year 8 unit on Hinduism has invited much interest and 

intrigue from pupils concerning the various and multifaceted 

gods and goddesses. Linked to this, pupils have learnt about the 

importance of puja in honouring the Hindu gods. We will 

continue to explore the famous story of the Ramayana that is 

celebrated at the Divali festival. 
 

Year 9 have started a unit which introduces Islam. This will be 

the second religion studied for the GCSE course. So far, the 

pupils have been introduced to the main precepts of Islam and 

the five pillars which sum up a Muslim’s duty to Allah. It is 

hoped that we will have Mr Mo Khan in to speak to the pupils about living the Islamic faith early next 

academic year.  
 

In Year 10, the pupils have organised and delivered their own lessons on the unit, Arguments for 

God’s existence. It has been an opportunity for pupils to develop their skills in presenting and 

delivering content. Ahead of Year 11, it is important that pupils set their standards high and be 

mindful of the need to revisit areas of weakness in their mock exam during the summer holiday. 
 

We were very fortunate during the week of 9th-13th July to have the 

GSUS live company in school. This 

involved a mobile classroom being 

delivered to the school playground. 

Groups of KS3 pupils had the 

opportunity to have an interactive 

Tom Davis’ Fairtrade Poem: 

Pick me! 

Plantation fresh, 

To your shop 

My sticker shows I’m fair… 

To farmers who get a proper 

wage to workers 

Who are protected from sprays 

Pick me!!! 

Pick me!!! 

I’m the best out there!!! 
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lesson to learn about Forgiveness, Fear and Rejection. Pupils have really enjoyed this opportunity and 

we have extended this learning in our RE lessons.  
 

The summer months are traditionally a fallow period. It is time to take 

stock of your progress and perhaps take up a new challenge to cultivate 

your interests and reading in RE and faith. You might want to take on this 

RE summer challenge for each day of August - get your parents to sign 

off each box, and you will be presented with a small reward on your 

return in September. Completing the grid will also count towards the 

Spiritual Life category for the CREST award. Finally, may I wish you all a wonderful summer holiday. 

I look forward to seeing all pupils refreshed in September for more stimulating learning and faith 

development.  

Miss Henry, Teacher of RE 

COMITAS, SCIENTIA, CARITAS-The St Richard’s Motto August Challenge 

Read the book of an 

Old Testament prophet 

e.g. Job and create a 

wordle based on it.  

Learn the Our Father in Latin 

- recite it to somebody and 

sign this box!  

Visit a church and 

light a candle for a 

deceased member of 

your family and 

write their name 

here……..  

Find your favourite 

piece of religious 

artwork and make a 

card from it.  

Read up about the four 

cardinal virtues and 

create a prayer card 

for them.  

Find out about the patron 

saint of the country you will 

be visiting on holiday.  

 

Go to Mass 

on one 

weekday.  

Watch the news/ 

listen to the news on 

the radio each day. 

 

Find out what the 

Pope’s prayer 

intentions are for the 

month of August- note 

them on a post-it. 

Read a letter of St Paul (for 

example Galatians, Romans, 

Ephesians). Write down your 

favourite verse from one of 

these letters. 

Read 

about the 

three 

theological 

virtues 

and make a prayer 

card for them.  

Find out about the 

patron saint for your 

favourite subject/ 

hobby and write a 

prayer that will 

inspire you to 

flourish in this 

talent. 

Find out about 5 wacky 

patron saints and list 

what they are patrons 

of.   

Read a Gospel, other than 

Mark’s! 

Go to confession.  Compose the lyrics 

and/or music of a 

hymn.  

Find out about a world 

faith and arrange a 

visit to their place of 

worship. 

Write your 

own prayer 

for the 

academic year. 

Read  the 

book and 

watch the 

film, ‘The 

Life of Pi.’  

Visit the website 

opendoors.co.uk to 

read up on 

persecution in the 

world.  

Learn the ten 

commandments off by 

heart (Exodus 20:1-17). 

Ask your grandparents how 

they have noticed change in 

the Catholic Church since 

their youth. 

Say the 

rosary 

for a 

special 

intention.  

Make a prayer card 

with the spiritual 

works of mercy and 

be mindful of these 

in your actions.  
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Make a 

donation 

to a 

charity of your choice.   

Find a quote that inspires you 

in your faith journey - make 

it your motto for the new 

school year.  

Take three 

photographs of 

God’s beauty as 

revealed in nature. 

Learn the Beatitudes 

off by heart 

(Matthew 

5:1-12).  

Make time for your 

grandparents and older 

family relatives. 

Do a daily 

random act of 

kindness.  

Find a website/blog 

to follow for 

Catholic teenagers. 

 

Interview your 

Parish Priest.  

 

 

Year 7 Block Day at Ashburnham 

Year 7 had a fantastic block day in the grounds of Ashburnham Place this term. The day 

was part of the John Muir award, which encourages people to explore, discover and 

conserve the natural world; to develop a love of the outdoors and to foster a sense of 

responsibility for it. During the day the pupils were involved in bushcraft (fire lighting), 

orienteering, wide games, problem solving, gardening, cycling and about 80 pupils took 

part in a 75m lake swim followed by a 500m run led by Hastings and Rother Tri Club. 

There were some seriously fast times posted on this but Tom Davies came out on top 

completing the course in just over 4 minutes, well done!  

 
 

MENSA Entrance Test 
Last term, St Richard’s Catholic College hosted its 
first MENSA entrance test. Of the 97 pupils taking 
the test, a staggering 22 were offered membership 
to the prestigious ‘High IQ Society’. Among the 
successful pupils were: Melissa Marsden, Bradley 
Hare, Grace King, Joseph Roser, Caitlin Neilan, 
Maisie Nevey, Daisy Toth, Florence Assetto, Stevie 
Harlow, Grace Sims, Erika Body, Danika Radbourne 
and Liam Harrison. We are delighted for all of the 
pupils who had the courage to take part. It was a 
wonderful opportunity for the pupils to test 
themselves as part of their journey of self-discovery 
and most pupils were delighted with their results. I 
hope they will use this knowledge as encouragement to work hard to fulfil their potential. As stated 
on their website the purpose of MENSA is, “To provide a stimulating intellectual and social 
environment for its members, identify and foster human intelligence for the benefit of humanity and 
encourage research into the nature, characteristics, and uses of intelligence” 
 

It should be noted that individuals are allowed to retest after 12 months. I am hoping we will have 
enough interest to run the test again next year.  
 

Mr Lahache 
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French News 
French Club: During Term 6, a team of year 7 pupils with the support of year 10 French 
ambassadors have been preparing a multimedia presentation in French and English about St 
Richard’s. This is our second project in which we will be exchanging presentations with our link 
school in Normandy. The pupils have been putting their impressive ICT and creative skills to 
good use by using photos, video clips, images and graphics to bring their descriptions of different 
aspects of life in an English school to life. We also enjoyed watching two videos shared by the 
French school in which pupils introduced themselves and where they go to school.   
Congratulations and thanks go to both the lower and upper school pupils who have shown 
enthusiasm and commitment to attend French Club on Wednesday lunchtimes this term to work 
on this project. We look forward to completing the project ready to share with the French 
collège for the start of the next academic year. 
 

French Trip News: Following the success of this year’s inaugural Normandy trip, we have been 
delighted by the positive and enthusiastic response by year 7 pupils with the support of their 
parents/carers who have signed up to take part in next year’s 4-day residential trip to northern 
France. All the places on the trip are now full. A reminder to those who do not have a valid 
passport or EHIC card that they need to renew or apply for one before the end of August (you 
can apply for the free EHIC card online at www.ehic.org.uk ). More details about the trip for 
those who have signed up will follow in September.    

Culture Corner: July 14th is the French national day – it is called “Bastille day” 
outside of France but never in France! “Le Quatorze Juillet” is a day of 
celebrating French culture. Numerous public events take place on this bank 
holiday in France: military parades, meals, dances, parties and many amazing 
fireworks. 
 

Idiom of the month: “Fais de ta vie un rêve et d'un rêve, une réalité” 
Find Mrs Herring to tell her the translation and earn a reward. 
 

Spanish News 
Spanish Club: We welcomed new 
members to the club including two 
pupils who do not study Spanish but 
who are interested in learning about 
Spanish speaking cultures and having 
fun with new friends!  Year 7 members 
have been researching Spanish cities 
including Seville, Madrid and 
Barcelona. They then presented “ten 
key facts” to their respective classes. 

MFL Club meets 
Every Wednesday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 
French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B4) MFL NEWS 

http://www.ehic.org.uk/
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Here are some facts about Seville from the presentation given by Louis East and Angel Chikoto. 
 

Meanwhile, Year 8 club pupils are putting together a mini “tourist guide for pupils by pupils” on 
the region of Cataluña ahead of our school visit in October. They are also making a short video 
about Bexhill and Hastings to send to our partner school in Tarragona.   
 

Culture Corner: In the spirit of football madness, here is a short quiz related to 
the Hispanic World and its relationship with soccer. 

1. In which year did Spain win the FIFA World Cup? 
2. Which team did they beat? 
3. What was the score? 
4. Who scored the winning goal? 
5. In which two years did Argentina win the FIFA World Cup? 
6. Who were the host nations in those years? 
7. When did Uruguay last win the FIFA World Cup? 
8. Which club does Luis Suárez play for? 

 

German News 
Berlin Trip: We have had a fantastic 
end to the year! A group of Year 9 and 
10 pupils visited Berlin, as part of a 
joint trip with history, where we visited 
the Reichstag and went into the cells 
of Hohenschönhausen prison. The 
pupils learnt about the events leading 
up to the Holocaust and what life was 
like living amongst Stasi agents in the 
German Democratic Republic. They 
also got to spot some of the Berlin 
Bären Figuren that are dotted all over the city. 
 

German School Visit: This term we welcomed the Jeanne-Barez 
School from Berlin for a morning. The 90 pupils aged 12-14 visited 

lessons and had the opportunity to test our pupils on their conversational German. They found 
the experience of visiting an English school very interesting and threw themselves into all the 
morning’s activities. 
 

World Cup 2018: We have been following the World Cup 2018 very closely and were shocked and 
surprised to see Germany’s departure so early in the competition. We have to say “Auf 
Wiedersehen” to them for now, but we all know they will back.  
 

The MFL team says farewell… 
Sadly we have to say ‘Goodbye, Au revoir, Auf Wiedersehen, Adiós’ to Mrs Howis and Miss 
Crawley who are moving on to pastures new. We thank them for their inspiring teaching and 
contributions to the enjoyment of languages at St Richard’s and 
wish them both much joy and happiness for their future 
endeavours. We will all miss you: pupils and staff alike.   
 
Answers to Spanish Culture Corner – see right. 
 
Miss Chong, Mrs Scott & Miss Auzinger 
  
 

1.2010  
2.The Netherlands 
3.1 - 0  
4.Iniesta 
5.1978, 1986 
6.Argentina, Mexico 
7.1950 
8.Barcelona 
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Firstly, we say goodbye and thank you to Mr Howe at the end of the summer term. He has been with us for 
the last two years and now moves to a new school. We are going miss him greatly and wish him every 
success in his new role. 
 

Year 7 Pupils  
Year 7 are now completing their study of geography with a unit about 
Kenya. This unit is really interesting as pupils learn about the culture, 
climate, landforms, challenges and opportunities, environments and 
people in a country that has many similarities and contrasts to the UK. All 
pupils have had the opportunity to handle Pokot tribe artefacts including 
their traditional beaded jewellery, seats, sticks, bows and crafts. As part of 
Worldwise Week, there were a selection of these items for sale.  
 

To show support for Kenya all year round we have a ‘Shop in a Box’ with 
stationery items that pupils can purchase. Half the money from this we 
send to the Pokot tribe in Kenya to help them improve their school and 
water supplies.  
 

Year 8 - Galley Hill visit 
With the beach just minutes away, Year 8 Geographers have had the opportunity to visit Galley Hill as part 
of their Coastal Studies unit of work. In this educational visit, pupils walked to the beach during their 
Geography lesson and used the department's latest digital equipment to record data first hand and explore 
the processes at work at Galley Hill. This helped them to understand the impact that this may have on the 
people who live in this location. Pupils enjoyed applying the wave theory of erosion, transportation and 
deposition, and then analysing the impact of coastal management and evaluating its success. A real 
opportunity to see geography in action. 
 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South of England Show 
At the start of term 6, 45 KS3 pupils visited the South of England Show in Ardingly, West Sussex. Earlier in 
the year, all 600 pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 created works of art displaying the beauty of the Great British 
countryside, and of these pieces, several were selected to enter the South of England Show’s annual 
competition with a highly commended award being achieved by Year 9 pupil, Moe Murray. The Director of 
Education, Debbie Wood, also congratulated the college on the high number of entrants, and outstanding 
efforts. 
 

Pupils enjoyed an educational tour of the showground, including a livestock tour, where they learnt about 
breeds of cattle, sheep, pigs, goats and chickens. Pupils loved the hands on aspect of the livestock and 
learnt all about particular breeds from the owners themselves. The range of stalls and exhibitions were also 
valuable, including learning about local produce and demonstrations in the Show Ring. Pupils were invited 
to attend this trip as a reward for their hard work and commitment to learning in lessons, outstanding 
creativity and effort in their homework. The trip will be offered again in June 2019 so keep working hard! 
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WorldWise Week  
In the last week of June, it was a Geography awareness week which focussed on plastic. Pupils learnt 
about the effect of our dependence on single use plastic. Pupils wrote messages which will be part of a 
display in A block which shows the shocking amount of litter collected in 4 days on Bexhill beach. We 
raised awareness through tutor time activities and congratulations go to 8I who collected the most bottle 
caps from recycled bottles! Sweet prizes were also awarded to 7F, 8R and 8L for their outstanding efforts. 
 

Year 9 - successful start of GCSE  
Year 9 started their GCSE Geography after Easter and we are delighted to have 4 classes of enthusiastic 
pupils. Working hard, we have already completed the Urban Challenges unit and learnt about world 
population growth, migration, and the challenges and opportunities of life in Rio de Janeiro and London. 
This work was assessed and many pupils performed well in their exam which was based on a real GCSE 
geography exam - well done and keep up the hard work. Sustainability of transport, energy, waste and 
recycling, water and resource use are also areas we are keen to educate about and hope that the pupils 
will be ambassadors to their families and friends, reinforcing the need to be better guardians of the planet 
we live on. 
 

Our second unit is a physical geography one and we are learning about ecosystems of the living world. We 
still have some textbooks and revision guides for sale if you did not buy one the first time round - see your 
geography teacher for further information. 
 
Isle of Wight Trip - July 2018 
35 Year 9 and 10 pupils headed to the Isle of Wight on 6th July 2018 to explore the vast range of 
Geography on offer! Pupils travelled across to the island by ferry on Friday morning, quickly moving on to 
explore the beach at Ventnor then on to Sandown, before finally heading to our accommodation at the Little 
Canada PGL Centre. Saturday began early at Alum Bay to discover the incredible geology and engage in 
some terrific tourism. This was followed by a spectacular lunch at Freshwater Bay, then the eagerly 
anticipated fossil talk at Dimbola Lodge and a guided fossil hunt along Compton Bay! Sunday was the fun 
day and pupils enjoyed the high life (activities) which PGL has to offer. Anyone for the Giant Swing? 
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Year 10 visit 
Eastbourne  
On one of the cooler 
days of the summer, the 
GCSE Geographers 
spent the day exploring 
the coastal resort of 
Eastbourne. Pupils were 
incredibly lucky to learn 
all about the coastal 
management of the area 
from Mr Long, a team 
leader at the 
Environment Agency 

and then see its impact first hand. They also spent time 
exploring very different locations within the town to see 
how the quality of life can really differ only a matter of 
footsteps away. They used digital equipment to measure 
noise pollution as well as all the usual surveys and 
questionnaires! Now back to the classroom to analyse 
all the data that they have collected. 
 
Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography 
(mrshoylep@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

History Department News   
 

Key Stage 3 
As the year draws to a close, pupils will be completing their final units in Year 7 and 8.  Over 

the summer, pupils may wish to investigate some of the topics they will be embarking on next year.  These 
are the topics you can look forward to: 
2018-19 Topics of study 
Year 8  
English Civil War 
French Revolution  
Industrial Revolution 
 

Year 9  
Slavery and Civil Rights in the USA 
WW1  
WW2 and the Holocaust 
The British Empire and America 
 

Key Stage 4 
Year 9 pupils have risen to the challenge in terms of taking on their new GCSE course and working hard 
towards their targets. As we finish for the summer, all pupils will have completed their first unit of study, 
the American West. When we return in September pupils will begin Year 10 with the study of Medicine and 
Health 1250-present day.  Pupils will also be completing an assessment on the American West unit during 
their first week back, therefore it is important that all prepare over the holidays by carrying out revision 
activities.  Pupils must also ensure that all work is completed and up to date.  Make use of the resources on 
the History website to catch up on any work missed. 
 

Year 10 are continuing their studies of either Anglo-Saxon and Norman England or Elizabeth I. It is 
important that, over the holidays, pupils spend time catching up on any work missing and ensure that their 
books are up to date ready for September.  There are also numerous books and films relating to these units 
which we recommend making use of over the summer break. See the list overleaf for inspiration. 
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Recommended resources for learning outside the classroom: 
American West 
Book and Film:  Dee Brown, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee 
Documentary:  Ken Burns Presents the West (available on Netflix) 
Documentary:  Tony Robinson’s Wild West (on Youtube) 
 

Medicine and Health 1250-present day 
Book:  Roy Porter, Blood and Guts; a short history of Medicine 
Film: Medicine Through Time Bitesize Revision (available on Youtube) 
 

Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 
Book:  Peter Marren, 1066: The Battles of York, Stamford Bridge and Hastings 
Documentary:  BBC, Robert Bartlett, The Normans 
Documentary: BBC, Dan and Peter Snow, Battlefield Britain 
 

Elizabethan England 
Films: Elizabeth and Elizabeth the Golden Age 
Book:  David Loades: The Tudors for Dummies (Chapter IV) 
 

Weimar and Nazi Germany 
Film:  The Nazis, A Warning From History (available on Youtube) 
 

Class Textbooks 
In September, all pupils will be given the chance to order key History textbooks through the school.  
However, if you would like to purchase your own before this, the books we use in lessons are listed below 
and can be found on Amazon. 
 

Edexcel GCSE 9-1 History Medicine Through Time, c1250- present ISBN 9781292127378 
Edexcel GCSE 9-1  History The American West, c1835-c1895 ISBN 9781292127309 
Edexcel GCSE 9-1 History Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 ISBN 9781292127347 
EITHER Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588 ISBN:  9781292127262  OR 
Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England c1060-1088 ISBN:  9781292127231 
 

History Department Trip News 
London Trip 
On Wednesday, 20th June 44 Year 10 
historians travelled to London as part of 
their GCSE Medicine in Britain course. 
Pupils walked to the Old Operating Theatre 
via a narrow spiral staircase to the former 
attic of the church of the old St Thomas’ 
Hospital. They enjoyed their gruesome 
visit to the museum where they engaged 
in an interactive talk about the history of 
Victorian medicine and surgery. Pupils 
were also able to examine surgical 
artefacts and medicines from the time. 
Following this visit, pupils went on a 

guided King Cholera Walk of Southwark in which they explored public 
health in the 19th Century. They visited iconic locations to explore the 
poverty, disease and work of significant public health figures in the 
19th century. 

Pevensey Castle and Battle Abbey Trip 
Wednesday, 20th June, the other half of the History cohort, currently studying Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, travelled to Pevensey Castle and Battle Abbey to investigate the arrival of the Normans in England 
and the events of the Battle of Hastings.  The day began with a tour of the grounds and exhibition at 
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Pevensey Castle.  Pupils were able to investigate the nature of the landscape in 1066 and what life was like 
in England before the arrival of the Normans. Following this, the group travelled to Battle Abbey where 
pupils toured both the exhibition and battlefield site. The scale of the conflict and nature of the battle 
really became clear as pupils walked the perimeter of the battlefield and took in the site of the Abbey.  The 
day was a great success and all pupils gained a huge amount from the out of class learning that they 
undertook.  Well done, Year 10, for your excellent conduct and enquiring minds. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History (mrscampbellr@strichardscc.com) 
 
GCSE History Berlin Trip 
At the end of June, 40 excited Year 9 and 10 pupils flew to 
Berlin for a 3 night trip. Pupils visited a range of historical sites 
ranging from Weimar and Nazi Germany to the Cold War. 
These included guided tours of Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp, the Topography of Terror Museum, the Reichstag, the 
Palace of Tears and the German Resistance Memorial Centre.  
Some of our favourite visits were from the Cold War era, most 

notably the Stasi 
Museum and Stasi 
Prison. The pupils 
engaged actively in 
discussion and their behaviour was 
impeccable. It most definitely enhanced 
the knowledge of historians for their 
GCSE on Germany 1918-39 and will 
remain with all pupils as a moving 
experience, as highlighted by Maddie 
Baszczak, a Year 9 pupil below. 
 

The Berlin trip was fabulous and it will certainly be one of my fondest memories 

of St. Richard’s! Despite the weather, we all learnt so many things from all of 

the tours; without exception, they were brilliant and informative. It wasn’t just 

the academic perspective of the trip that was incredible, we also had the 

opportunity to meet new people from 

different year groups that we may not have 

spoken to before.   

Mrs S. Fegan, History Teacher 

 



28 

 
Hello and welcome to the final newsletter from the computing department. I hope you have found some of 
the tips throughout the year worthwhile and helpful. The final item for the term is all about Phishing - A 
method fraudsters use to gain vital, sensitive information from you. There are a range of variations of 
Phishing (Mostly Email) such as; Vishing (Telephone version of Phishing) and smishing (SMS/Text). The 
guidance provided in the leaflet below should be used for all variations of Phishing. 
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Mr Fegan, Subject Leader - Computing and ICT (mrfeganm@strichardscc.com) 
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ART DEPARTMENT 
 

Many thanks to all the artists, all the supporters, and 
the generosity of all the bidders for Sophie’s Secret 
Postcard Auction, which had the most amazing 
response from so many people. £11,583.96 was the 
final total raised for The Royal Marsden and a fitting 
tribute to the memory of our former pupil Sophie 
Taylor.  
 

Good luck to all our Year 11 GCSE Art pupils who 
produced such fantastic portfolios of work and now 
await their results. They showcased their fantastic 

work on Wednesday in the Art Department.  

 

All our pupils are making really positive progress in the Art Department. Year 7 are working with 
enthusiasm on their Hundertwasser studies in Fine Art and in Art and Design they are now painting their 
Gaudi inspired picture frames. Year 8 are now painting their highly original teapot designs. Miss 
Pennington’s group are producing some wonderful Day of the Dead watercolour work. Year 9 are working 
on various Typography skills and designing a Peter Blake inspired album cover and the ‘Food and Drink’ 
project in Fine Art is progressing nicely with pupils drawing and painting super-realist Coke cans. Year 10 
GCSE are continuing to build on their excellent year on the course demonstrating pride in all their 
sketchbooks. Art and Design are working with great enthusiasm on their Architecture/Fragments project. 
The quality of drawing is superb. They have designed a Gaudi inspired piece of architecture and are now 
constructing some very impressive sculptures.  Fine Art are working on large MDF boards producing self-
portrait paintings.  
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We once again teamed up with the Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children's Fund for their annual Art 
Competition. This year's theme was Space so it is relevant for pupils from 5-16yrs and links with the 
National Curriculum. All have been judged and posted. Two of our Year 11 pupils have had work submitted 
to the NSAE competition and if successful, their work will be exhibited on The Royal Mall.  

 

Finally, we are really looking forward to warmly welcoming artist, Ian Murphy, into St Richard’s where he 
will run one of his inspiring workshops with our Year Nine pupils who have opted to take Art next year. I 
can’t think of a more exciting way for them to embark on their Art studies!  
 

Mr Peachment, Art Department  
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Year 10 Fine Art Workshop  
Pupils took part in a fantastic art workshop exploring 
chalk acrylic and texture with Suzanne Jones from 
@themalthouse craft shop. 

 
Anna Donald - Write On Art prize 
winner 
After being shortlisted for the 
prestigious Write On Art prize, Year 
10 pupil Anna Donald spent 
Saturday, 7th July at the awards 
ceremony in London. We are 
absolutely delighted to announce 
that Anna was awarded 3rd in the 
competition and won £100, a 
beautiful book about Sussex oil 

paintings and met some of the judges. Anna's analytical art history 
essay was chosen from hundreds of entries and it is a fantastic 
achievement.  

The Write on Art prize is run by Art UK and the Paul Mellon 
Centre. The annual award has been set up to encourage an 
interest in art history amongst young people at school and 
university. www.writeonart.org 

Confirmation Candidates 

 

Parish of the Good Shepherd, St 
Leonards on Sea & Hollington: 

Kiera Davey, Sinnead Singson, Rose Wood, 
Imelda Ambetsa, Janel Maneclang, Alexia 

Antonislas Ananthakumar and Wojciech 

Tutaj 

St Mary Magdalene’s, Bexhill: 
Daniel Bracken, Archie Connor, Michael 

Cornfield, Isabella Gibbons, Esme 
Jenkins, Patrick Marsh and Eleanne 

Robinson  

 

Our Lady Immaculate & St Michael, 

Battle with St Theresa of Lisieux, 
Northiam: 

 Anthony Black, Emma Roper, Isobel 
Francis, Phoebe McAdie and Malachy 

Skilton  

St Mary Star of the Sea, Hastings: 

William Brown, Baxter Orchard, Emilia 
Suggitt and Francis Simpson 

 
 

Product Design News 

  A selection of the Year 10 laminated boxes made as part of their GCSE Design Technology 
Course. Learning the skills of lamination and inlay to a professional standard. 

http://www.writeonart.org/
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By the time you read this 
newsletter the Performing 
Arts Team, along with family, 
colleagues and friends who 
helped with the set, costumes 
and makeup, will be 
recovering from a show 
busting end to the year.  
 

It’s been an absolute pleasure 
to work with our pupils on the 
musical ‘Grease’. John 
Travolta and Olivia Newton-
John are iconic as Danny and 
Sandy of course but our 
Danny, Xavier Ralph, and 
Sandy, played by both Scarlett 
Chalk and Amelie Bennett 
have blown us away along with the rest of the knock-out cast. The effort put into this show by staff and pupils alike 
has been immense and is a demonstration of the wonderful commitment of the St Richard’s community. We know 
that if you were lucky enough to see it that you will have enjoyed a fantastic end to the school year and that you are 
well and truly set for the holidays and those summer nights. 
 

The show runs from Tuesday 10th to Friday 13th July and so if you are reading this in time you may be lucky enough 
to still be able to purchase a ticket from the school office. 
 

Whilst we may be ending the year with our show this is just one part of what the Performing Arts team has engaged 
with across the term as you will read in the pages that follow.  We hope you enjoy catching up on all the activities 
and events that have taken place 
 
Success at Trinity Laban Auditions 
Huge congratulations go to the following pupils who, following 3 separate 
auditions in front of industry professionals, were successful in their 
auditions for Trinity Laban. Joining Noah Burrows (9H) in September will 
be Bailey Vice (10F), Matt Cordell (8l), Edward Pepper (8L) and Zack 
Appleyard (8U). The CAT scheme provides further dance training for 
young people who have exceptional talent and potential in dance. This 
further educational professional programme is funded by the Department 
of Education and provides weekly training at Trinity Laban in London. 
 
The Great British Dance Off 
On Monday, 2nd July, 2018, following their success 
at the regional finals in March, our Dance Company 
and the Boys’ Dance Company competed at the 
National Finals of the Great Big Dance Off, held in 
Cheltenham. Our teams competed against 45 other 
secondary schools from across England with both 
finishing in the top 20. This was a particularly 
fantastic achievement given that they were 
competing alongside Key Stage 5 teams.  It was 
also a particularly special performance for Jack 
Eaton as it was his last performance with the St 
Richard’s dance team.    
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Bexhill College  
The Dance Company were delighted to be invited to perform alongside the Bexhill College Performing Arts A level 
and BTEC students’ performance evening on Wednesday, 11th May in the College’s Izzard Theatre. The junior team 
performed ‘Cut me loose, Set me free’ and the senior team performed their piece ‘Supermarket Flowers’. Our pupils 
enjoyed performances by former pupils of St Richard’s who now attend the College. Yet again we saw some top 
quality performances. Well done to all who took part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drama 
The Year 9 Performing Arts Drama class have worked incredibly hard for the last two terms to create a piece of 
Drama aimed at educating younger pupils about Cyber bullying as part of their ongoing 'Identity' project. They 
performed this very successfully to an audience made up of around 90 Year 7 and 8 pupils on Thursday, 5th July. The 
piece of Drama was completely devised by the pupils, who worked incredibly well together as a class, acting, 
directing and developing technical elements. Their performance was fantastic, and Year 7 pupils commented that 
the story was very clear, educational and well developed. They especially liked the comedic elements of the piece, in 
particular the hilarious 'Kardashians' played by Morgan Leonard and Florence Whyman. These pupils are now very 
close to achieving their Arts Award Bronze qualification, which they have been working so hard towards this whole 
year. Very well done! 
 
Summer Fayre 
Our Dance Company and musicians put on some spectacular entertainment at the Summer Fayre, opening with a 
medley of dance from performances given over the last year. We also saw performances from the Boys’ Dance 
Company and pieces choreographed by Year 9 Arts Award pupils. Afterwards, we were treated to a vast array of 
musicians performing and providing entertainment throughout the day. Thank you to all those pupils who took part.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy  
Yet again, the Performing Arts team pupils provided 
some beautiful music and dancing for the St Richard’s 
Day Mass and St Peter’s and Paul’s Holy Day of 
Obligation Masses, presenting a liturgical dance to the 
psalm ‘Be Not Afraid’ which was sung beautifully by the 
choir. The orchestra’s liturgical repertoire continues to 
grow and will become an increasing feature alongside 
our choir and dancers in the new academic year. 
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New instruments, New Inspiration, New Projects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’ve had immense fun this term learning instruments that are new to both staff and pupils. Thanks to an award 
from the Magdalen Lasher charity, we were able to purchase sufficient instruments to enable every pupil to have 
access to an instrument each so that we could learn together as whole classes. We’ve made some fantastic progress 
in a very short space of time enabling us to perform a samba band / pBone, pCornet and pTrumpet arrangement of 
Uptown Funk at the start of Sports Day, leading the competitors onto the field. 
 
The Big Summer Sing 
Over the past couple of months, Mrs Byrne has been spending some 
time in primary schools across Bexhill to support the learning of five 
different songs to Year 4 pupils and to help them to prepare for a solo 
piece. The 'Summer Sing' took place on 20th June at the De La Warr 
Pavilion with over 250 children taking part, including our very own 
(scaled down) St Richard's choir. The 'Summer Sing' choir included; 
Rose Wood, Millie McIvor, Niamh Castle, Amelie Bennett, Eliza Brown, 
Enya Eley, Imeldah Ambetsa, Bellza Moore, Eleanne Robinson and 
Faith Simon who performed 'Emmylou', by First Aid Kit, in 4 part 
harmony. They were tremendous and a credit to the school with their 
singing and professionalism. Well done to all involved. 
 
The De La Warr Project 
A group of our Year 9 Performing Arts pupils have spent the last term working with 
visiting creative industry professionals to produce a piece for the De La Warr 
Pavilion (DLWP) inspired by the work of Janet Cardiff. Our group, known collectively 
as Voice Tourism, will have their piece ‘Audio Shape’ launched on the DLWP’s 
website as part of its Dear Serge programme. It is free to download to your 
electronic device so that you can plug in your earphones and take the tour 
whenever you wish. 
 

The audio tour, which lasts approximately 10 minutes, takes us on a journey into 
and through the DLWP where the listener is placed at the heart of the unusual and 
fantastical narrative. We do hope you enjoy taking the tour as much as we enjoyed 
making it. 

 
La Bohème at The Royal Opera House 
We enjoyed an awe-inspiring trip to the Royal Opera House to see their 
schools’ matinee of La Boheme. Who better to give you a sense of the 
occasion than our pupils; do enjoy their reviews. 
 

“I really enjoyed the opera and thought that the combination of the amazing 
music and beautiful sets made it so enjoyable. The orchestra were incredible 
as were the performers. The sets, however, surprised me the most as they 
really brought the story to life with the bright lights and ornate decoration - 
particularly the French market set. I have seen previous operas with school at 
Glyndebourne and the Royal Opera House certainly lived up to previous 
performances. Thank you for the trip and I hope I will be welcomed back for 
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more.” Ben Stotesbury-Byrne, Year 11 
 

“The opera was like nothing I had seen before and as I walked into the theatre I felt a hundred times smaller. The 
whole place made you look at every detail; I loved looking at the people running behind, in and out but always being 
brought back to the characters in the beautiful songs they sang with the incredible notes, and their costumes were 
alluring catching your eye. The sets on the stage created a dreary, winter atmosphere. The orchestra played a big 
part in the performance with the speed and pitch creating the mood and empathy for the characters. You could tell 
that everyone creating La Boheme had put huge amounts of effort in. It’s an experience that won't be forgotten.” 
Matilda Hawkins, Year 8 
 

“Wow, what an amazing experience it was visiting the Royal Opera House for the first time. Entering the auditorium, 
I was blown away by the beauty and architecture of the room. We had really good seats which were very near the 
orchestra pit beneath the huge stage. I was fascinated by the conductor, who was waving his stick franticly and with 
passion, keeping the musicians in time. As the curtains were drawn back, the powerful voices of the main characters, 
Mimi and Randolfo shocked me, as they had the most incredible voices .The story was very emotional and even 
though the opera was sung in a different language, you could follow the story easily as the words were translated 
into English above the stage. I was also very impressed by all the set design, with my favourite being 'Christmas 
shoppers and children in Paris, in Act 2. I thought it was very clever how these huge plain boxes, when turned around, 
became street avenues with great perspective. I thoroughly enjoyed my experience of seeing La Bohème by Puccini, 
an experience I'll never forget.” Pearl Herriott, Year 7 
 

“I really enjoyed the ROH trip. It was a first for me, going to an Opera, but I did enjoy it, and I have to say... It was 
better that I expected! I could hear in the background, the orchestra, playing on some trumpets and lots of violins. I 
liked how they changed their place on stage very quickly, and how they created the atmosphere of 
winter/spring/celebration and I also liked their costumes. I think everybody had a great day. Thank you for this 
opportunity.” Eve Zacon, Year 8 
 

“Thank you very much! Before this trip, I had never seen an opera and I was unsure how much I’d enjoy it - but I was 
captivated throughout. It was a passionate, emotional and tragic opera, with unbelievably talented singers and 
musicians. The orchestra was incredible to hear, and also helps with the listening aspect of my Music GCSE. The set 
was intricately designed, with minute details that related to the scene, and the costumes were impressive, realistic 
and believable for the time period. Overall, it was the experience of a lifetime to see La Bohème at the Royal Opera 
House and I thoroughly enjoyed it.” William Brown, Year 10 
 

Primary Retreat  
Friday, 6th July saw three of our feeder schools, St Mary Magdalene’s, St Mary Star of the Sea and Sacred Heart 
arrive for a retreat with the Performing Arts department and the Lay Chaplain. Pupils explored the notion of 
‘Journey’ by participating in workshops in Dance, Music and Drama before taking part in a service. Congratulations to 
our pupils Rosa-Jayne Cave, Hannah Sandeman, Louise Kavanagh and Natalia Szelest who led the dance workshop. 
 

Dancing Achievements 
Congratulations to the pupils whose festival dancing achievements have been listed below. 

Millie White Evie Dawes  Amelia Allen 

Tap, with highest mark of the 
festival (92), Ballet, National, 
Character, 2nd in Modern, 
Greek, Song and Dance and 
Lyrical. Placed either 1st, 2nd or 
3rd in the other 14 dances, 
groups, trios, duets.  
Won the Wendy Cameron 
Award Junior and awarded cups 
for: Highest mark of Festival 
Highest mark of the festival in 
ballet, tap and modern and 
Highest mark in National of festival. 
Senior ballet and character. 

Solos: 5 firsts, 2 
seconds and a 
third.  
Duets: 1 first, 1 
second and 3 
thirds. 
Runner up in the 
WCA award class 
ages 11/13  
2 cups for Classical aggregate and 
Junior aggregate. Duets: 1 first, 2 
seconds and 2 thirds. 

3rd Character 
3rd Lyrical 
5th Modern 
5th Ballet 
5th Modern 
Duet 
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Goodbyes 
This time of year is tinged with a little sadness as we say goodbye to our Year 11 pupils and particularly those who 
have spent so much of their time at St Richard's dedicating themselves to the Performing Arts. You only need look at 
programmes past to know who they all are. We will remember you, your performances and your support of younger 
pupils across dance, drama and music fondly and we wish you every success as you continue with your studies. 
 

Ms Mason, Subject Leader for Music & the Performing Arts 
 

Library News 
 

Overdue Library Books At the time of writing, there are 138 library books and DVDs overdue. I would 

really like to get as many as possible back in the Library before the end of the summer term. I am never 
cross when a pupil returns a book and pays the fine; on the contrary, I am glad the issue is sorted! Please 
keep an eye out at home, in spare school bags, under beds etc. for books with our distinctive gold St 
Richard’s sticker on the front – I’d really like them back, ready for September! Thank you. 

 

Author Visit We were delighted to welcome Mr G. R. Gemin, author of the 

award winning books ‘Cow Girl’ and ‘Sweet Pizza’, to the college to speak to 
groups of specially selected Year 7 pupils on Wednesday, 23rd May. He enthralled 
the pupils with tales of growing up in Wales as the son of Italian immigrants, 
about family history, immigration and integration. He read extracts from his 
books and answered many questions. Mr Gemin also spoke to an older group of 
creative writers, giving tips on how to start a story and hook your readers in. The 
school was able to obtain new copies of the books for sale at a heavily discounted 
price and Mr Gemin was pleased to sign them for the pupils. As he lives locally, 
we are hopeful that we will see more of Mr Gemin in the future. Both his books 
are set in South Wales, and involve children finding a way of belonging and 
helping their local community.   
 

Oxford Overnight Trip Unfortunately, this trip had to be cancelled due to the hotel mis-booking us for 

the wrong weekend. This is truly disappointing and we apologise to all concerned. Full refunds were made, 
and Dr Durkin plans a day trip to Oxford on a Saturday in the winter term. 
 

Film Club News Our latest offering was well received – a 

bit more of a grown-up choice, ‘Breathe’, staring Anthony 
Garfield, Claire Foy, Tom Hollander and Hugh Bonneville. It 

tells the true story of Robin Cavendish and his wife Diana, and their determination to 
transcend his paralysis due to polio. It also shows how their pioneering courage to live a full 
life paved the way for disabled people today. Thought-provoking, joyous, sad and hilarious 
by turns, this is a beautiful family film, rated 12.    
 

Winners Of The CILIP Carnegie Book 
Award 2018 Our Carnegie Readers roll of 

honour this year included: Eleanor Klein 8S, 
Megha Shaji Madassery 8I, Maisie Nevey 8I, 
Skye Alksaris 10U, Maddie Woolsey 7H, Joe 
Baszczak 9L, Ember Hughes 8L, Hannah 
Goodman 7H, Aleena Aju 8S, Tina 
Hovhannessian 8U, Franky Reilly 7I, Kiera Fear 
7H, Aswani Arun 9F, Daisy Toth 8S and Elise 
Kennedy 7R. Between them, they read a total of 22 books, from both the long and the short list. Our Top 
Reader this year was Maisie Nevey - Well done, Maisie!  Our readers will be invited to join us at the end of 
year Librarian Summer Party on 18th July, when the Library will be closed to other users to accommodate 
this event. 
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Book Quote of the Month “Language opens doors. It unlocks the world of reading and of the 

imagination… In schools, it underpins progress, impacts on attainment through primary and secondary 
years, affects self-esteem and behaviour, and plays a huge role in a child’s life chances. Without enough 
language a child is seriously limited in their enjoyment of school and success beyond.” Jane Harley, Strategy 
Director for UK Education at the Oxford University Press. 

 

Have a great summer and read lots of books! 

Ms Tocknell and the Librarians 

Congratulations to…  
 

The four pupils from St Richard's who read superbly at the International Mass which was 
celebrated at Our Lady of Ransom in Eastbourne to celebrate Pentecost. Merina Prakash 
read the Second Reading in Malayalam, Aurora Bonoan read a section of the Nicene Creed 
in Tagalog, Moe Murray read a section of the Nicene Creed in Japanese and Hannah 
Woodall read a section of the Nicene Creed in French. 
 

Joshua Jasper, Year 8, rides in the academy class in 
the British supermoto championships which are a 
mix of circuit racing and motorcross style off road 
sections. There are 9 rounds across the UK and a 
couple in Europe. In 2017 Joshua finished 5th in the 
championship. So far this season Joshua has finished 
in the top 5 in every race and recently in Round 3 at 
Lydden Hill, Kent he came 3rd and gained his first 
podium place.  
 

Fergus Chamberlain is cycling from Hastings Pier to Eastbourne Pier on Sunday, 8th July 
in memory of Sophie Taylor and he is hoping to raise funds for the Royal Marsden Cancer 
Charity. He has already organised a cake sale at Sacred Heart and raised over £100. He is 
going to be joined by his friend Ivan Tanner. He has a Just Giving page with the following 
link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Fergus-Chamberlain 
 

Over the last weekend in May, Jack Massey (9I) competed 
in the National 3D Field Archery championships on the 
Flete Estate in Devon. This is the largest Field Archery 
event in the country and attended by around 600 archers. 
Jack, who has been unbeaten in competition throughout 
the year, shot superbly over the 2 days recording a 
personal best score and retaining his title as National 
Under 16 Champion in the Hunting Tackle Category. 
 

Leon Ercegovic is officially ranked 4th in the UK and was 
only 0.3 off bronze medal position in gymnastics. 

 

Are you interested in Teaching? 
If you are interested in training to teach, why not consider Thrive Teaching School Alliance as your training provider?  
Alongside the University of Sussex, based in Brighton, we offer a School Direct route into teaching which awards you 
a PGCE and Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) upon its completion. 
 

Within Thrive Teaching School Alliance, we have many training places available at St Richard’s and within our other 
partner schools of Robertsbridge Community College, Claverham Community College and a selection of primary 
schools for September 2018. Currently these are for the full range of secondary subjects. For some subjects, funding 
is also available. Applications are now open on UCAS. 
 

Have a look on the college’s website under ‘Teaching Schools, Initial Teacher Training’ or contact: 
mrswoode@strichardscc.com for more information. 
 

    
 
 

http://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/W0MZsBnL9Yock43TsnL8MQ~~/AAME8QA~/RgRdE-XyP0TxaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvRmVyZ3VzLUNoYW1iZXJsYWluP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1sY19mcnBfc2hhcmVfdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25fZGVmYXVsdC0tLWZ1bmRyYWlzZXItcGFnZS1sYXVuY2hlZCZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1lYWQ0YTc5Yi1jOTQ2LTQxNzEtYTlhOS04NDUxMDc3ZDliMmUmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPXBvc3RvZmZpY2UmdXRtX3Rlcm09MTUyOTk2MjczNjk5MlcDc3BjWAQAAAADQgoAAfJgMVur1nXMUh50b255Y2hhbWJlcmxhaW5AYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20~
mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com
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Chaplaincy News 
 

 

Many congratulations to all the pupils who will be confirmed by Bishop Richard over 

the next few months. May the Holy Spirit bless all the confirmandi and keep them 
safe as they move on to the next stage of their journey. 
 

St. Richard’s Day Services 
This special feast day was marked in college on 

Friday, 16th June with Deacon Ian presiding over 
our services. Many thanks to the readers, the 

choir and musicians, all of whom made a 
wonderful contribution to the richness of the 

liturgy. Our hymn of St Richard was sung with 
gusto by all, a fitting way to honour our patron 

saint. My thanks to the Performing Arts team for 

their assistance in preparing this celebration.  
 

SS Peter and Paul – Holy Day of Obligation. 
This year, the Holy Day of 

Obligation occurred on a 
school day so we were 

able to celebrate Masses 

in school. We were 
delighted to welcome Fr 

Stephen Ortiger from 
Worth Abbey to celebrate 

the three Masses. Fr 
Stephen is Chaplain to all 

the School Chaplains in 
our Diocese and it was 

lovely to be able to welcome him to St Richard’s. Our incoming Year 6 pupils were 
able to join some Year 9 classes for the first Mass. This gave them a taster of what 

liturgy is like in St Richards. As always the pupils participated fully in reading, 
including some brave Year 6’s who volunteered. Our liturgical dancers enhanced the 

Psalm with their dance and created a wonderful atmosphere of celebration. My thanks 
to Mrs Byrne for the music, Ms Mason for her work with the Orchestra and Mrs Knight 

for her beautiful dance choreography. 
 

Leavers’ Service for Year 11 
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It was my privilege to coordinate the final leavers service for our Year 11 pupils. They 

have worked so hard this year and I’m sure their results will reflect this in August. My 
sincere thanks to Head Boy, Jack Eaton, and Head Girl, Maisie Edwards, who gave of 

their time so often to support Chaplaincy activities in what was a busy year for them. 
Additionally, to the Senior team, prefects and the Year 11 Liturgy Reps my thanks for 

all your support.  
 

I was sad to say goodbye to Liturgy Captain, Chris 

Varghese and Deputy Captain, Katie Nash; both have 
given of their time so generously to the spiritual life of 

the school in their 5 years and I wish them all the best. 
In their service, Year 11 were reminded that we will 

continue to pray for them and the door of St Richard’s 
is always open to them. 
 

End of Year Mass – 23rd July  
This year, our End of Year Mass will be celebrated on Thursday, 19th July. The choir, 

orchestra and Dance Company will, as they have so many times this year, enrich the 
liturgy with music and movement. We hope for fine weather so that the whole school 

can celebrate Mass together outside. 
 

Form Masses and Services 

Congratulations to all pupils, staff and clergy who have 
worked hard this term to prepare for their form Masses and 

services. They have been both thoughtful and prayerful. My 
thanks once again to the clergy for their continued support 

and in particular to our deacons who have helped out so 
generously with their time.  
 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils 
Each Friday this year, at 8.10am, Mass has been celebrated in A3. Many thanks to 

both pupils and staff who have attended throughout the year; our Friday morning 
Mass community has shared in simple and prayerful worship of God. A special thank 

you to those who have read, served and ministered on these occasions, in particular 
to Frieya Biju Ampalathattil, Rosemary Davis and Aleena Aju who regularly proclaim 

the readings at this mass and Rowan Vadukkoot Edwin who is our regular server. 
 

Good Shepherd Service 

A number of Year 7 Liturgy Reps attended the Good 
Shepherd service with Bishop Richard, which this year 

was celebrated in Worth Abbey. The theme this year 
was Praying Hands and Ewan Hoyle, Rowan Vadukkoot 

Edwin and Anton Muller-Perol presented our Praying 
Hands symbol to Bishop Richard during the service. In 

return, we received a beautiful praying hands 
ornament which is now on display here in college. This 

is a reminder that we all are united in 
prayer as diocesan schools. 

Representatives from many other Catholic 
schools in the diocese were also present which made for a 

lively and enjoyable day. The service ended with a picnic 

lunch in the grounds of Worth Abbey, along with all the 
other Catholic primary and secondary schools and our 

banners a wonderfully colourful procession! My thanks to 
Mrs Kelly for accompanying us and driving the minibus. 
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Wintershall Trip 

I was delighted to be able to take a small group of 
pupils to the annual ‘Life of Christ’ dramatic re-

enactment of Jesus’ life at Wintershall Estate. As 
the RE GCSE course has a section in the syllabus 

on ‘Forms of Expression’ this was a really useful 
way for pupils to see a form of religious expression 

(Biblical drama) in the flesh. It was a wonderful 
day and we joined many others schools and 

members of the public being enthralled by the 
excellent actors who brought the Bible to life 

before our eyes.   

 
Following the event, Furey Bollington, Year 10 

said, “The Life of Christ trip was amazing. I 
have learned so much and will remember so 

much as my understanding of the Bible is so 
much better”. My thanks to Mrs Kelly for 

driving the minibus and to the Diocesan 
Education Centre for the tickets to this event. 

 
 

 
Liturgy Reps 

Our final meeting of the year for the Liturgy Reps will take place next week and I will 
be seeking names for the roles of Captain and Deputies for the academic year 2018-

2019.  
 

As we approach the final weeks of term, may I take this opportunity to thank all 

those who supported Chaplaincy this year. It has been a busy year with numerous 
liturgies, the Rome pilgrimage and many other events. As always, these run ever 

more smoothly thanks to the sterling efforts of Mrs Byrne and Ms Mason in Music, Mrs 
Knight in Dance, and Mrs Dunster and Ms Whelan in drama. My thanks also to the 

Clergy of our parishes for their continued efforts in supporting the college, despite 
their busy schedules.  
 

Have a wonderful summer break and I look forward to another year in St Richard’s in 
September. 
 
 

God Bless    

Jo Doyle 
Miss Jo Doyle – Lay Chaplain (missdoylej@strichardscc.com)  

mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com
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PE Department News 
 

PE NEWS 
 

Area Rounders Tournaments: The annual Area Rounders Tournaments take place in 

Term 6. Our Year 7 Team were unable to compete in their tournament due to Block Day 

but our other Year Groups made a valiant effort and represented St Richard’s to the 

highest standards as always. Well done to all involved, particularly our Year 8 Team who 

finished 3rd.  
 

Year 10 Area Rounders Tournament - 

finished 5th. 

Lost 1-8 v Claverham 

Won 3½-2 v Hastings Academy 

Lost 3½-5 v Helenswood 
 

Year 9 Area Rounders Tournament - 

finished 6th 

Lost 2-6 v Helenswood 

Drew 7½-7½ v Hastings Academy 

Lost 2-5 v Bexhill Academy 
 

Year 8 Area Rounders Tournament - finished 3rd  

Won 4-2 v St Leonard's Academy 

Lost 2-4 v Bexhill Academy 

Won 5- 2½ v Buckswood 
 

 

Sports Leaders: Congratulations to the Year 9 and 10 Sports Leaders who helped to run 

the Bexhill Primary Town Sports, St Peter and St Paul KS2 Sports Afternoon and Chantry 

Primary School Sports Morning. 
 

The 30 Year 10 Sports Leaders who ran the St Peter and St Paul Sports afternoon were 

fantastic. St Peter and St Paul staff and parents commented on how well they ran the 

event. Ryan, the PE Department NQT from Bexhill College helped and commented that his 

Bexhill college students could not have run the event like our pupils did! The pupils were: 

Dominic Carey, Michael Cornfield, Tomasz Dziekanowski, Sasha Fahy, Trinity Funnell, 

Alen Geevarghese, Phoebe King, Oskar Lockyer, Emily Macphail, Duncan Morgan, Joseph 

Neilan, Adam Rispoli, Dominic Sharp, 

Harry Walker, Jade Coleman, Lexie 

Coleman, Bradley Ayres, Jake Fox, Ella 

Harman, Charlie Laver, Layla Norris, 

Abbie Pinnington, James Rosie, Louis 

Byrne, Grace Taylor and Hollie Young. 
 

The photograph (right) shows the 

group of Year 9 Sports Leaders who 

went to Annecy Catholic Primary School 

in Seaford to run their Sports Day. 
 

ATHLETICS 

Sussex Schools Athletics Championships: Erika Body continues to compete at 

exceptionally high levels. She came 11th in the Junior Girls 

1500m with a very quick time of 5 minutes 17 seconds. 
 

Town Sports: Both the boys and girls teams came 5th in 

this year’s competition. There were many excellent 

performances and medals won by our pupils. Our target for 

next year is to finish in the top 3 schools. 

 

Year 10 team 
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The results were as follows: 

Boys results Girls results 

1
st

 – The St Leonard’s Academy 1
st

 – The St Leonard’s Academy 

2
nd

 – William Parker and Claverham 2
nd

 – Helenswood 

4
th 

– The Bexhill Academy 3
rd

 – Robertsbridge 

5
th

 – St Richard’s Catholic College 4
th

 – Claverham 

6
th

 – Robertsbridge 5
th

 – St Richard’s Catholic College 

7
th

 – Rye 6
th

 – The Bexhill Academy 

8
th

 – The Hastings Academy 7
th

 – The Hastings Academy 

9
th

 – Battle Abbey 8
th

 – Rye 

 9
th

 – Battle Abbey 

 

We are proud of all of the pupils involved. They were a credit to the school and they gave 

100% effort in the events they competed in. Many pupils successfully finished in the top 

three for their event. Here are the outstanding performances of the pupils who won gold, 

silver or bronze medals. 
 

Year 7 boys: 

100m: Second place, 13.33 seconds – Franz Cuison 

200m: Third place, 30.19 seconds – Franz Cuison 

1500m: Second place, 5 minutes 29 seconds – Jasper Colwell 

Shot Put: Second place, 7.60 metres – Robert Guno 
 

Year 7 girls: 

4 X 100m relay: Second place, 1.00 minute - Elina Saklunova, Maisie Scrivener, Aurelia 

Copley, Abigail Dolding 

Discus: First place, 14.44 metres – Sophie Collett 

Shot put: Second place, 6.89 metres – Abigail Dolding 
 

Year 8 boys: 

100m: Third place, 12.71 seconds – Mitchell Harrod 

800m: Third place, 2 minutes 22 seconds – Sacha Millar 
 

Year 8 girls: 

100m: Third place, 14.28 seconds – Florence Assetto 

1500m: Second place, 5.33 seconds – Talia Cahill 
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4 X 100m relay: Third place, 1.00 minute – Florence Assetto, Talia Cahill, Orla Crowther, 

Emily Adjei 

Javelin: Third place, 13.61 metres – Beatrice White 
 

Year 9 boys: 

200m: Third place, 26.42 seconds – Neo Vincent 

800m: Second place, 2 minutes 26 seconds – Zak Prawanna 

1500m: Second place, 5 minutes 2 seconds – Zak Prawanna 

4 X 100m relay: Third place – Marx Ravanera, Alvin Manoj, Zak Prawanna, Neo Vincent. 
 

Year 9 girls: 

200m: Second place, 29.90 seconds – Millie White 

1500m: Second place, 5 minutes 18 seconds – Erika Body 

4 X 100m relay: Second place, 57.50 seconds - Izehi Ebhohimen, Lucy Boreham, Erika 

Body, Millie White 

Shot put: Second place, 7.66 metres – Jasmine Moulding 

Long jump: Second place, 3.62 metres – Genevieve Grant 

Triple jump: Third place, 7.41 metres – Genevieve Grant 
 

Year 10 boys: 

100m: Second place, 11.56 seconds – Guy Fox 

200m: Second place, 23.60 seconds – Guy Fox 

400m: Third place, 55.10 seconds – Adam Rispoli 

1500m: Third place, 4 minutes 58 seconds – Dominic Sharp 

4 X 100m relay: First place, 49.10 seconds – Guy Fox, Adam Rispoli, Joey Morris, Caleb 

Dolding. 
 

Year 10 girls: 

100m: First place, 13.16 seconds – Abbie Pinnington 

200m: First place, 28.10 seconds – Abbie Pinnington 
 

CRICKET 

Hollie Young: has made remarkable 

progress in her cricket. Her excellent 

performances for Sussex U15’s 

resulted in her being called up to the 

senior Sussex squad. Following this, 

the ladies England manager, Mark 

Robinson, invited Hollie to attend a 

full day of training with the full England squad. This session was in preparation for 

England’s match against South Africa. The photo shows Hollie bowling to one of the 

South African openers. 
 

Cricket season: It has been pleasing to see the numbers of pupils attending cricket club 

increasing week by week. The Year 7 and 8 team has a blend of a few experienced 

players as well as many pupils who are new to the game. They have played 2 of their 3 

fixtures against the other competing schools in the Hastings area. Match reports of the 

games against The Bexhill Academy and The St Leonard’s Academy are below; we are due 

to play the final match away against William Parker on Tuesday, 10th July. 
 

St Richard’s vs The Bexhill Academy – Match report by 

Josh Ansell: Turning up as the away side will always give 

you the slight disadvantage as you are not used to the 

conditions. However, that didn't apply to our Year 7 and 8 

pupils: we had some great play across the board, with a 

good batting performance by Josh Webster and 

outstanding bowling performance from Austin Thomas, 

Rony Stephen and Fergal Crichton-Coote. Ben Jenkins 

performed an amazing stop to win us the game and Josh 
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Ansell put some top class wicket-keeping on display. The boys had to defend a total of 

54 after seeing out 12 overs. An amazing opening spell by Aston Abhilash, followed by 

Rony Stephen’s class overs put The Bexhill Academy under pressure to keep the run rate 

up. Ben Jenkins was bowling for the first time in a long time and he bowled an 

exceptionally good 2
nd

 over. The Bexhill Academy needed 12 runs to win from the last 2 

overs, so we needed to keep the runs to a minimum. It went so close with them needing 

6 runs to win off the last ball, but they failed to do this and St Richard’s won their first 

game. 
 

St Richard’s vs St Leonard’s Academy: The Year 7 and 8 

cricket team batted well against a strong St Leonard's 

Academy team and we scored 71 for 7 wickets. Although it 

was an impressive total, St Leonard's Academy managed to 

chase it down and ended up winning by scoring 73 for 2 

wickets. Well done to all the boys involved. 
 
 

GOLF 

The Super 6 golf team who had successfully won the Hastings Area competition earlier in 

the year now progressed to the Sussex School Games Finals at Cottesmore Golf Club. 

Louis Byrne had been a key player for the team in the previous round, but unfortunately 

an injury to his wrist on the morning of the 

finals meant he had to sit out of this round. The 

boys did not let this get to them and despite 

this setback they still managed to finish 3
rd 

and 

they deservedly picked up bronze medals. 

Congratulations to the boys involved: Louis 

Byrne, Daniel Pickles, Bradley Ayres, Joe Gaymer, 

Fergal Crichton-Coote and George Murphy.  
 

SPORTS DAY 

Sports Day was a fantastic occasion with all pupils 

and staff involved in the day. The pupils were 

outstanding in their levels of participation; they 

were highly competitive, but above all they 

maintained an excellent sporting attitude 

throughout. This was my first Sports Day at St 

Richard’s and I was so impressed with how 

everyone supported each other. It was a day of 

unity, which brought together pupils, staff and 

parents to celebrate 

participation and sporting 

excellence. The results were: 

1st place: Howard - 594 

points. 

2nd place: Gwynne - 552 

points. 

3rd place: Rigby - 461 points. 

4th place: Wells - 457 points. 
 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader for 

PE 
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UNIFORM 
In preparation for the new academic year, we would like to remind all parents to ensure that 
our requirements regarding uniform are met. We would particularly like to draw your 

attention to the following rules which are listed in the School Handbook: 
 Boys are only allowed to wear formal black school trousers. Skinny trousers or material 

resembling a black denim or chino are not acceptable. 
 Coats should be worn without badges or logos. There should be no denim, suede or 

leather jackets or hooded sweatshirts/tracksuit tops. 

 Skirts must be of regulation colour and knee length. 
 All pupils must wear black shoes (no boots, backless shoes or canvas shoes). 

 Hairstyles must be of a conventional nature. Girls’ hair should be tied back. Boys must 
have short hairstyles (minimum grade 3) above their collars. Tram-lines, wedges, shaved 

hair and longer fringes are not allowed. Styling products are not permitted. Highlighting 
and colouring of hair for both sexes is not permitted and neither are extensions. 

 Jumpers with holes in need to be replaced. All sizes are currently available from 

Mrs O’Brien. 
 

As you know, we believe that uniform is a sign of order and discipline so we ask you to 
support us in maintaining the highest of standards. If in doubt, please do not hesitate to 
check with your son/daughter's Pastoral Leader before the end of term. We expect all pupils 

to return in September smartly and suitably dressed to focus on their studies. Thank you for 
your co-operation in this. 

  

School Uniform/Equipment Ordering 
A school uniform and equipment price list and order form can now be viewed/downloaded on the school 
website at the following link: https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/ 
 

Uniform/equipment can also be ordered and paid for on-line using the following link (which can be found 
beneath the school uniform order form): https://www.scopay.com/login.html 
 

To use this on-line payment system you need to request login details from the Finance Office, if you have not 
already done so. Payments are processed securely through Worldpay. Please email: 
finance@strichardscc.com for login details.   
 

Uniform can also be purchased by pupils from Mrs O’Brien. Payment can be made by cash or cheque.   

Plumpton College – Information Events 
 

Saturday, 25th August 2018 – 9.00am-12pm (Plumpton 
Campus) 

 

There’s so much on offer in the land-based sector from 
agriculture and animal management, to equine studies and 
arboriculture. It’s an industry full of exciting opportunities. 

We’ve got full and part-time courses from school leaver and 
adult courses, through to University courses. We have 

excellent facilities on our 800-hectare estate and our own 
bus service which offers pick up and drop off covering areas 
from Worthing to Hastings up to Crowborough and across to 
Crawley and Horsham. We are offering a free shuttle pick up 
to and from Plumpton train station every half an hour, and 

have free parking on site. No need to book, join us for 
personal tours of our first-rate campus. 

 
 If you’d like more details before then, give us a call on 01273 

890454 or email us at admissions@plumpton.ac.uk or visit 
www.plumpton.ac.uk for more information. 

https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/
https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2017/2018 (as at July 2018) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

End of Term Six for pupils Thursday, 19th July at 1.15pm  
End of Term Six for staff Friday, 20th July  
 

Last day of Term (need timings so can update this) 
Classes will finish at   12.30pm 
Lunch will be served from  12.30pm - 1.00pm 
Registration   1.00pm - 1.15pm  
Dismissal   1.15pm 
School closes for pupils at 1.15pm on Thursday, 19th July. We are still waiting for Stagecoach to 
confirm whether or not the school buses (357 and 359) will run as normal. However, pupils from all areas 
can avail themselves of the following services: 
 

EASTBOURNE TRAIN 1.33 and 1.47pm  
HASTINGS TRAIN 1.30 and 1.42pm   
 

HASTINGS BUSES 1.25pm 
HAILSHAM BUS  1.05pm (for pupils travelling beyond Sidley – i.e. to Ninfield, Hailsham)   
 1.45pm (for pupils travelling to Sidley) 
Please note that these buses will depart from Bexhill, not the bus stop in Dorset Road. 
If your son/daughter is unable to avail him/herself of these services and you are unable to collect him/her, 
he/she will be supervised in college until the usual finishing time. 
 

Academic Year 2018/2019 
Start of term for Staff Monday, 3rd September 2018 
Start of term for Years 7 and 11 Wednesday, 5th September 2018 
Start of term for Years 8, 9 and 10 Thursday, 6th September 2018 
 

Newsletter Acknowledgement 
Don’t forget to sign the newsletter acknowledgement no. 7 located in your son/daughter’s journal. 

 

 

Please note that all pupils should be on the school premises by 8.40am each day  
so that they are ready for a prompt start to registration or assembly. 

 
 
 
 

Sports Hall 
 

The space is marked out and we now eagerly await the arrival of diggers and lorries on 

23rd July, to begin creating a pathway to our new four court sports hall due for 

completion by December 2018. 
 

Pray for lots of dry weather so there is no disruption to the build. We are really grateful to 

the Diocese for providing the funding and to you, parents/carers for providing 10% of the 

costs through the Governors’ Fund. 
 

We still need to raise more money for sports equipment but we are on the way. Further 

details will be in newsletter 1 of the new academic year on a fundraising project to boost 

equipment funds. 
 

Your children deserve the best sporting facilities we can give them.  
 

Miss Cronin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. All pupils in a family 

need to have a signature from a parent/carer to indicate that the newsletter has been read. 

The acknowledgement is in the journal. It is important that this is signed within a week of publication, 

particularly when we have a planned half-day closure. If you would prefer to continue to receive a 

paper copy of the newsletter then please email your details to Mrs Klein 

(mrskleink@strichardscc.com), indicating whether you would prefer an A4 or A5 edition. 
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