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NNeewwsslleetttteerr  NNoo..  66  ––  MMaayy  22001188  
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Term five has been a happy, productive term with much to celebrate inside and outside the classroom. Year 11 pupils have begun 
their GCSE written papers positively and all have been well prepared for the challenges having spent time in independent study as 
well as focusing fully in their lessons. Year 10 have just completed Mock GCSEs and we await their results and the learning to be 
derived from them. Year 9 are coming to the end of KS3 courses with a summative report to follow in Term six. Years 7 and 8 
remain engaged in their learning and are gaining independence in their approach as well as the resilience to cope with challenge. 
 

The term has been busy with activities across all subjects with a number of highlights. It was lovely to see our choir and Dance 
Company leading the singing and dance at the First Holy Communion Service at St Martha’s Church last week. This week, the 
Dance Company have been really busy performing at the University of Brighton as well as Bexhill Sixth Form College displaying the 
work that they will be taking to the Great British Dance Off National Finals in July. Bank Holiday Sunday saw the culmination of the 
Cuckmere Project with instrumentalists performing at the University of Sussex with professional musicians as well as other schools 
including sixth form schools. This was a wonderful opportunity and experience for the pupils and I felt a great deal of pride in their 
original compositions to a film of the Cuckmere in Autumn. There has been sporting success particularly in golf, girls’ football, 
rugby and basketball. I would like to thank the staff involved for inspiring the pupils to participate in such events which deepen 
their learning. 
 

This term we welcomed Mr Rome and Mr Jacobs to the maths department and Ms Whelan (maternity cover) to the Performing 
Arts team. We hope that they will each enjoy happy, successful careers here with us. I am sure you will be pleased to hear that 
Mrs Dunster gave birth to Dorothy Maria during the Easter holiday. Congratulations to her and her husband. 
   

Next term sees the beginning of developments on the sports field to enable the four court sports hall to be in place by October. 
Funding has come from the Diocese and the Governors’ Fund to enable this to happen and we are all feeling really excited at the 
opportunities this will bring to extend sporting provision at St Richard’s. What we now need to do is raise funds to equip the 
sports hall so any help you can offer from buying PTFA raffle tickets; collecting Tesco blue tokens to place in the Ravenside Tesco 
in Bexhill; attending the Summer Fayre on Saturday, 30th June and sponsoring your child in activities (details to follow) will be 
gratefully received. The wish list for new sports equipment will be put together by the Sports Council and the PE department but I 
know it already contains items such as trampolines and gym equipment. It would be marvellous if we could raise a substantial 
amount of money to allow pupils a greater choice of activities in their core lessons as well as GCSE lessons. I would like to thank 
you in advance for any help you can offer. 
 
 

Can I encourage you to note the details regarding Sophie’s Secret Postcard, a fundraising project in memory of Sophie Maria 
Taylor who died last Easter. Miss Pennington has been overwhelmed by postcards arriving from as far as Australia and from some 
famous artists such as Sir Quentin Blake. All postcards (over 400 in total), including many from our pupils, will be available on eBay 
from Thursday, 7th June. See inside this newsletter for further details on how to bid. Please encourage family, friends and 
neighbours to bid so that we can raise as much money as possible for the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Miss Pennington for all her work leading and coordinating this cause which has really touched the hearts as 
well as talents of so many people. 
 

As we move into Term 6, please keep Year 11 in your prayers as they journey through their examinations. We will be marking their 
departure from secondary education with a leavers’ service and celebration in mid-June. We shall be very sorry to see them leave 
as they have contributed greatly to the success of the college. Individually, they have made their mark and, as a year group, they 
have given generously of their time to clubs, activities, fundraising and looking out for the younger pupils. They leave us as young 
men and women with a range of talents and I am confident they will go on to make a real success of their lives. On behalf of the 
whole school community I wish them well, not only for the successful completion of their GCSEs but on the journey ahead where 
hopefully they will achieve beyond their dreams, be happy and continue to make a difference to the society in which they live. We 
look forward to celebrating their endeavours and successes and formally saying farewell at our Certificate and Prize Evening in 
November.    
 

Please note that Term six for pupils ends on Thursday, 19th July to allow staff to have an extra day of inset on topics related to 
First Aid and Data Protection. As we move into Term six, pupils are allowed the option of wearing the school polo shirt. 
Parents/carers are reminded that purchase is not essential as a short-sleeved cotton shirt worn with the tie will keep the pupils 
just as cool. Please bear in mind that pupils are not allowed to wear a t-shirt under the polo shirt. 
 

The staff and I look forward to welcoming pupils back for the final term of the school year refreshed and ready for the 
opportunities and challenges ahead. Enjoy the holiday.  

Yours sincerely 
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Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

It’s that time of year again - exam time! For Year 11, the all important GCSEs 

have started but also other years are taking exams. I know that pupils are 

working extremely hard but I would like, on behalf of the Governors, to 

acknowledge and thank the teachers and teaching assistants for all their hard 

work in ensuring the pupils give of their best. Recent pupil voice interviews 

carried out by one of our Governors highlight how much the pupils value the 

support and encouragement of their teachers and teaching assistants. Without 

their input in lesson preparation, during the school day, after school and sometimes also at 

weekends, the individual and college achievements would be diminished. 
 

Due to professional and personal reasons, we currently have vacancies on our Governing Body. 

We are seeking to recruit, as a minimum: a Parent Governor and a Foundation Governor. Do you 

have enthusiasm for education and time to commit to the role? Particular skills such as legal, 

financial, HR or management would be welcomed, but so also would the often underestimated 

skills of being a parent! Further information on the roles can be obtained by looking at the 

Governor section of the college website. If you are interested or just want to discuss it further 

please contact me or Miss Cronin. I can be contacted through my college email which 

is ahoran@strichardscc.com 
 

I am delighted to inform you that Miss Cronin and Mrs Bligh have been invited by the SSAT to 

attend one of the Queen’s Royal Garden parties this half-term in recognition of the school’s 

success. 
 

God bless 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

As we reach the end of the penultimate term I would like to congratulate Year 7 for all their hard 

work and contributions this term. It has been a really rewarding term with many successes. The 

Year 7 reports were full of praise and your son/daughter should feel proud of their achievements.  
 

Charity Work: A real highlight this term was a visit from ‘Dougie,’ a 

Guide Dog for the Blind puppy, who was accompanied by his trainer, 

Karen Meeron, and Mrs Delibero a volunteer from this worthwhile 

charity. The Year Seven pupils listened to their presentation about life 

as a blind person with a guide dog and the training they undertake. 

Eve, Sarah and Maisie presented a cheque for £1000 from all of Year 7 

and the girls spoke about their fundraising (running the Hastings mini 

half marathon) in aid of the Guide Dogs. 
 

Pupils in 7F have been involved in raising money for Cancer 

Research. This time pupils organised and ran a cake sale and have 

now raised over £115, a very impressive total. Well done to the 

following who led this event:  Genevieve Kidd, Zoe Pisani-Cleland, 

Emma Sandeman, Tommy Kelly, Tallulah Yeates, Neamh Donovan and Pearl Herriott. 
 

Social Media: An area that I would like to draw all Year Seven parents to is ‘social media’ and 

keeping their child safe on-line. This term, sadly, we have had some incidents of unpleasantness 

between friends on social media and children taking risks on-line. I have several ‘top tips’ for 

parents, but the most important is to talk to your child about what they are doing on-line. I strongly 

suggest any tablet or phone is charged downstairs whilst they sleep upstairs. Another is sharing 

profiles with you so you can check the images they are posting and the content of their 

conversation. A great website is www.thinkyouknow.co.uk which gives children and parents 

advice. Finally, if you see something inappropriate report it straight away. 
 

PSHEe: We will be looking at the following themes in Term 6: Citizenship & Parliament, British Values, 

Year Seven Service and Block Day. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 mrblighj@strichardscc.com 
 

mailto:ahoran@strichardscc.com
http://www.thinkyouknow.co.uk/
mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
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YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

 

Term 4 was very busy and saw Year 8 pupils receive summative reports and experience a Parents’ 

Consultation Evening.  It was excellent to see so many parents and carers attend and the feeling 

was very positive.  
  
Parental Survey: Thank you to the 111 families who completed the survey on the Consultation 

Evening. I was very pleased to see that 92% of parents/carers were satisfied or more with how your 

son/daughter is coping with the demands of the curriculum. I hope that the remainder have been 

able to source the information they need to help their child move forward. Similarly, all but one 

respondent felt that their child was ‘safe and happy’ at school. I am aware that pupils are not 

always happy. I encourage you and your child to share problems and concerns with us at an 

early stage so that we can intervene and support swiftly. I am also pleased to see that 87% of our 

Year 8 pupils are attending extra- curricular activities. Thank you for the additional comments and 

questions. Please find responses below to some of the points made. 
Behaviour: Instances of poor behaviour in school and when travelling to and from school are 

always dealt with. Please do make us aware if you witness any of our pupils falling below the 

expected standard of conduct. 
Bullying: A reminder to parents/carers to always bring any suspicion of bullying to our attention, as 

soon as possible, so we can intervene. We have a zero tolerance attitude to bullying but cannot 

deal with it if we are not made aware of it. 

Targets: Please contact the subject teacher to discuss your child’s target for a particular subject.  

Revision Techniques: This is something that will be looked at to help support the Year 8 pupils with 

assessments and will be added to our PSHEe programme.  
 

Fundraising: Year 8 pupils held a variety of 

activities/events during Lent to support our work 

for charity. Cake sales, Easter egg raffles and a 

sweet sale to name a few. This culminated in our 

Just Dance competition, organised by Mr Howe 

and members of 8L. It was a very successful and 

well supported event held after school at the 

end of last term and £100 was raised for the 

British Heart Foundation. Well done and thank 

you to all who supported.  
 

PSHEe: All classes have now experienced input from the East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service. 

Current work is focussing on ‘Citizenship and Diversity.’ During Term 5 and into Term 6 all classes will 

be moving on to work related to ‘Careers’, ‘Financial Capability’ and ‘Risk’.   
 

Miss Easton, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (misseastonk@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

Change of Personnel: It is with great pleasure that Mr Steele and 

I have taken over the role of pastoral leadership of Year 9. We 

would like to thank Mr Carradine for his fantastic work with the 

year group during the last two academic years and wish him the 

best of luck in his new role. I would like to assure you that we 

have had a detailed handover of the pastoral needs of the year 

group to ensure the smoothest possible transition. We are very 

excited to take the year group on for the rest of the academic 

year and have some exciting plans for the future: spiritually, 

socially and academically. Should you wish to raise any concerns or make contact our email 

addresses are: mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com or mrsteelej@strichardscc.com 
 

PSHEe - Hastings Direct: We were lucky enough to be joined by Jay Wootten from Hastings Direct, 

who spoke to the pupils about preparing for interviews and writing CVs. His excellent and 

engaging presentation focused on how to avoid typical mistakes and promote yourself in the best 

possible way when applying and interviewing for a job. As Year 9 head towards their GCSE years, 

we hope that this early insight into what’s expected of young people, as they join an increasingly 

mailto:misseastonk@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsteelej@strichardscc.com
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competitive world of work, will help them to focus on what is important in terms of their education 

and inspire them to add to their CV’s wherever they can.  
  

Charity: I would like to thank Miss Pennington for her ongoing charitable work with Sophie’s Secret 

Postcard competition in memory of former pupil, Sophie Maria Taylor, and in aid of the Royal 

Marsden cancer charity. We have some incredible artists who have pledged to take part 

including Liz Pichon (Tom Gates author), Jamie Smart who draws for the Phoenix Comic, Bob and 

Roberta Smith, Thomas Taylor (who illustrated the original Harry Potter books), BP Portrait award 

winners and many other fantastic artists. Sophie's Postcards will be available to buy on eBay for 10 

days only. The auction will open at 8pm on Thursday, 7th June 2018 and will end at 8pm on 

Saturday, 16th June 2018. This is the only way to buy Sophie's Postcards. Each lot will have a 

starting bid of just £1. Thank you everyone for all their help so far and huge congratulations to 

everyone who has created some wonderful work.  
 

Appearance: As the May holiday approaches, we would like to remind parents and carers of the 

high standards of appearance we expect from pupils when they return from their break. Any 

hairstyles deemed inappropriate will be sanctioned, and, in some cases, pupils may be sent to a 

hairdresser/barber immediately. A reminder, also, that makeup is not allowed and pupils will be 

asked to remove it straight away and will be sanctioned.  
 

Liturgy: Next term we shall be celebrating our Year Mass together, a fantastic opportunity to 

conclude a successful academic year. 
 

Mr Holloway & Mr Steele, Pastoral Leaders Year 9  

(mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com) (mrsteelej@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

Rewards: Throughout Year 10, pupils have collected ‘achievement points’ of which you have 

been notified via the School Gateway. I am delighted to highlight some exceptional 

performances this term: Rosa-Jayne Cave, Jade Coleman, Lily McGregor, Andrea De Freitas 

Rodriguez, Victoria Angell-Sanchez, Oskar Lockyer, Joe Neilan, Caleb Dolding and Anthony Black. 

Special mention should go to the pupils with the highest amount of achievement points collected 

in the whole school to date, Isabelle Pilon with 319 and Eden Jennings with 310 points. Well done!  
 

Charity: 10H has raised an impressive £250 for charity which will be divided equally between 

Cancer Research and the ‘Get Neil Walking’ appeal. Most pupils raised money through 

sponsored chores such as housework, gardening and washing cars. A handful of pupils 

completed sports challenges which varied from sponsored runs to mountain climbing! 

Congratulations to Duncan Morgan and Duncan Norris for raising the most money individually. A 

fantastic achievement accomplished by all tutees of 10H. Well done Mrs Fegan and 10H. 
 

Services: 10I had their form service on the theme of ‘failure’. The 

form group shared times when they felt they had not done their best 

at something and how they recovered from it. The pupils looked at 

the career of Elon Musk who has overcome many failures in his 

career to become really successful. 10I finished by looking at how 

God helps us to be more resilient in our everyday lives. It was a lovely 

form service; thank you to 10I and Miss Crawley for organising. 
 

PSHEe: Year 10 have been focussing on emotional health, and Work 

Experience preparation in PSHEe lessons this term.  
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have been lucky enough to have assemblies on 

the themes of resilience, exam preparation and revision. 10F 

delivered an excellent assembly on ‘Happiness’: thank you to 10F and Mrs Leggatt for their 

polished performances. As part of the Work Experience programme, St Richard’s Alumni were 

invited in to give tips on how to be a good employee within the workplace and how to get the 

most out of work experience.  
 

Parents’ Evening Feedback: 85.6% of Year 10 parents attended and the evening was well 

received by staff and parents. The responses from the parental survey conclude that 91% of 

parents feel that their child is performing well or very well in Year 10. 91% of parents feel that their 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/sophiessecretpostcardauction
mailto:mrhollowayt@strichardscc.com
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child is progressing at a steady rate or better, with 86% of parents feeling that their child is safe 

and happy at St Richard’s. All comments and feedback are much appreciated and action will be 

taken where necessary.  
 

Bullying: I do not believe there is a school in the country where bullying is not present in some way, 

shape or form. It is imperative that our pupils are encouraged to report it. Pupils are always 

sanctioned if their language is deemed inappropriate to staff and their peers. We stand firmly as a 

community on this subject and our school policy clearly reflects this. Please access www.anti-

bullyingalliance.org.uk for information. I would encourage you to make an appointment to see 

myself, Mrs Bligh or Miss Cronin if you do have concerns in this area that need addressing.  
 

Targets: Responding to the question around the misunderstanding of targets, predicted grades 

and eventual grades, I will go over the target system again with the pupils in our next assembly to 

clarify. Please contact mrtadrosp@strichardscc.com if you have a specific question regarding the 

data, tracking and target system.  
 

Behaviour: Regarding the few comments under this section, firstly around the issue of consistency, 

all staff are encouraged to use the school sanctions list or standard misdemeanours, a copy of 

which is in your child’s Journal. Other incidents may require additional or alternative sanctions, 

which is decided on a case by case basis. We appreciate your continued support on these issues 

and thank you for agreeing to them when you signed the Home School Agreement. We are 

proud to let you know that recent reviews including one that occurred 2 weeks ago highlighted 

outstanding behaviour across the school. 
 

Achievement points: Year 10 have been working hard to collect achievement points. It is the first 

year of the new system and, on the whole, the majority of staff are awarding them to pupils. All 

pupils were aware from the start of Year 10 that they would need over 100 achievement points 

and the silver crest award to be considered for prefect status. As it stands, over 70 pupils have 

over 100 Achievement points and there is still time to collect more before prefect applications are 

due. We are working on a new rewards system which will be rolled out across the school from 

September 2018. 
 

Praise: Thank you for the many affirming comments to staff. They do work many more hours than 

contractually obliged and do their very best for all the pupils in the school and your positive 

feedback reassures us all that most of the time we do get it right. All comments and feedback are 

much appreciated and follow up will take place where necessary.  
 

Exams: The Year 10 mock examinations have now come to an end. It has been a challenging 

time for the pupils with a large number of exams in such a short space of time. The pupils have 

approached the exams with a positive attitude. Once marked, results will be sent out via School 

Comms. I would like to congratulate Year 10 on the mature way they have handled the 

examination process.  
 

Many thanks in anticipation for your continued support, and wishing you an enjoyable and restful 

break. I look forward to the summer term and continuing the preparation for Year 11 with the 

pupils.  
 

Mr Campbell, Pastoral Leader Year 10 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

We continue to be very pleased with the conduct and 

attitude of the majority of Year 11. I am particularly 

pleased with the amount of pupils staying for after school 

revision sessions and indeed for the attendance on 

Saturday mornings and during the holidays as well. The 

latest copy of the revision schedule follows and has been 

emailed out to parents recently. We realise this is a 

challenging time for pupils as they have now entered into 

the full swing of the examinations and we are doing all we 

can to support them through it. I advise attendance at revision sessions, as well as independent 

revision at home, as it is vital in achieving success in this summer's exams. Seeing 60 to 80 pupils 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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stay every evening for specific revision and intervention is very heartening indeed. It has enabled 

me to send home 8 more postcards to congratulate Year 11 pupils on their hard work and positive 

attitude to their revision. Please be aware that all revision sites and resources are available on the 

Google Drive in the Year 11 Revision Folder. 56 pupils received Certificates of Commendation on 

30th April and this was very pleasing.  
 

The revision timetable is below: 
 

Week starting Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

21st  
May 2018 
3:15-4:05pm 
 
 

English Lit 
 

Geography 
A2 

Business 
Studies - CIT 
 

Science - 
Physics Triple 
and Double - 
Lab 7 

Maths 
 

RE GCSE 
 

Business 
Studies 
Graphics 
 

English Lit 
 

D and T 

History 
Lab 6 
 

Geography 
Lab 7 

RE AS A4 

28th  
May 2018 
 
May holiday 
mornings 

 History - Lab 6 
9-11:15am 
Mr Doherty 
 

Geography 
Lab 7  
 

Business 
Studies 
9-11am CIT 

Music 9-12pm 
Mu2 

Science paper 
2 9-12. Mainly 
aimed at 
Double Award 
but suitable 
for Triples 
struggling 
Lab 6 

Maths Higher  
Miss Machin 
 

Foundation 
Maths - Tech 
3 Mr Jacobs 

History 
9-11am  
Lab 6 and 7 
Mr Doherty 
& Mrs 
Campbell 
 
 
 

4th  
June 2018  
3:15-4:05pm 
 

English 
Language 
 

Geography 
 

Business 
Studies - CIT 
 

Music 

Maths - L2 
 

Classics A11 
3:15-4:30pm 

History - Lab 6 
 

English 
Language 

Biology/ 
Combined 
Science 
Lab 6 & 7 
 

Geography 

History 
9-11am 
Lab 6 and 7 
 

Geography 
Tech 4 

11th  
June 2018 
3:15-4:05pm 

Maths 
 

History 
Lab 6 and 7 
 

Geography 

Chemistry 
 

Combined 
Science 

Food 
 

Classics A11 
3:15-4:30pm 

Physics/ 
Combined  
Science 
Lab 6 & 7 

PD  
Tech 1 

German 
9-11am - B5  

18th 
June 2018 
3:15-4:05pm 

German - B5 German - B5 German - B5 Product 
Design 

  

 

School IT and dinner accounts will be closed on the day of each pupil’s final examination. I would 

like to remind all pupils that they must be in full and correct uniform throughout the entire 

examination period. They must also ensure that they have completed their leavers’ form which 

confirms they have returned all books and paid all outstanding monies. 
 

Prom: The Prom takes place on Thursday, 28th June. Please ensure that if you are hiring a limousine 

that it is correctly licensed. East Sussex Police carry out regular checks in Prom season and it would 

spoil the whole evening if your son or daughter’s car was stopped that night. Achievement points 

have been awarded this year for excellent work and helpfulness and I would advise Year 11 to 

collect them and get them signed to gain money off their prom ticket. Every 50 Points achieved 

results in a £5 reduction (maximum reduction £15). Letters have been handed to each pupil who is 

invited and a copy with the relevant details has been emailed to all Year 11 parents/carers. 
  

Train Prefects: I would like to say thank you to all the train prefects, in particular Ben Stotesbury-

Byrne and Alex Field who have taken their roles seriously and really been a credit to the school. I 

would also like to thank Ben and Alex for all their help with assemblies this year. 
 

Privacy Notice: The Year 11 privacy notice has been updated. It has been sent to all Year 11 

pupils and is also available on the school website. 
 

Finally: I imagine that this is a very emotional time for both parents and pupils as they come to the 

end of their time at St Richard’s. It has been a pleasure to work with you all and, as a staff, we 

have enjoyed watching the young people grow into such helpful, intelligent and productive 
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young men and women. I have no doubt that they have made you proud and that they will 

continue to do so in the future. They have been an asset to our school and will be missed. If you 

have any queries about revision or other issues please email me. 
  

Mr Doherty, Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing at St Richard’s 
With the increasing pressures on young people from many aspects of their lives, it has never been more 

important to ensure that there is support and guidance in place for pupils’ mental health and wellbeing.  

We have now developed a toolkit for staff and parents alike and have support mechanisms in place for 

young people to access. 
 

The toolkit has numbers and websites for help and support as well as signs and symptoms of various 

different aspects of mental health.  It also gives tips for building resilience. 
 

We have several different in-house resources on hand within the school, who we can refer pupils to, 

including the Schools Health Service, CAMHS and the School Counsellor. Through assemblies and PSHEe, 
we have been discussing Mental Health, with the aim of reducing the stigma that is currently attached to it 

and to enable pupils to speak more freely about any issues they are facing. Please feel free to contact me 

for any further information. 
 

Things that can help keep children and young people 

mentally well include: 

 being in good physical health, eating a balanced 

diet and getting regular exercise 

 having time and the freedom to play, indoors 

and outdoors 

 being part of a family that gets along well most 

of the time 

 going to a school that looks after the wellbeing 

of all its pupils 

 taking part in local activities for young people. 
 

Other factors are also important, including: 

 feeling loved, trusted, understood, valued and 

safe 

 being interested in life and having opportunities 

to enjoy themselves 

 being hopeful and optimistic 

 being able to learn and having opportunities to 

succeed 

 accepting who they are and recognising what they are good at 

 having a sense of belonging in their family, school and community 

 feeling they have some control over their own life 

 having the strength to cope when something is wrong (resilience) and the ability to solve problems. 
 

Mrs White, Mental Health School Champion (mrswhitet@strichardscc.com) 
 
 

 

At St Richard's, we are committed to working with pupils and their families to ensure 
that they receive support both within and beyond the classroom. One way we can help is 
to ensure that families eligible for free school meals receive them. St Richard's receives 
funding from the government for pupils who are eligible for free school meals and this 
money is used to provide extra support, for example, by supplying eligible pupils with 
free study guides, equipment and some funding for educational trips. This money helps 
to raise aspirations. To check if you are entitled, please read the information on our website: 

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/ Alternatively, your child can pick up an application form 
from the Reception office for you to complete and return to County or to Mrs Hollands in Reception. The school can 
then use the Checking Service to confirm entitlement but you may need to show up-to-date proof that you meet the 
qualifying criteria. If approved, the entitlement will be credited daily to the cashless catering system. You can also 
check online to see if you qualify, in our new School Gateway app. 

mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/
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One or two drawings by Sir Quentin Blake, an original painting of Harry Potter, a slogan postcard by Bob & Roberta 
Smith, a wildlife postcard by BP Portrait winner Laura Quinn Harris or one of Australian artist Loui Jover’s amazing 
portraits? All can all be found in 'Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction' for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. Can you 
tell which of these postcards has been designed by a famous artist? 

Postcard-sized artworks by artists, photographers, illustrators and celebrities are among 
more than 400 being sold with a starting bid of just £1 at a secret charity auction being held in June by St Richard’s 
Catholic College. Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction is a charity event in memory of former pupil, Sophie Maria Taylor 
with all proceeds from the sale going to The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity.  

 

Celebrities, renowned artists, pupils, parents, staff and accomplished local artists are amongst those participating in 
Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction. Artists from all over the world have contributed original drawings, paintings, digital 
works, photographs and collages for the auction. 

 
A priceless original or a talented pupil? You could be lucky and find the secret postcard by Phoenix Comic artist, 
Jamie Smart, Harry Potter illustrator Thomas Taylor or Tom Gates Author and Illustrator Liz Pichon, who have 
supplied their own amazing artworks to help raise money for the charity. 

http://www.royalmarsden.org/
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Their works and others can 
be viewed at the online gallery www.sophiespostcard.com 
 

The auction will open at 8pm on Thursday, 7th June 2018 and will end at 8pm on Saturday, 16th June 2018. A list of 
all the contributors’ names will be revealed before the auction, but the work will be anonymous until the auction has 
ended. All of the artwork is signed on the reverse by the artist. Sophie's Postcards will be available to buy on eBay for 
10 days only. This is the only way to buy Sophie's Postcards.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Art teacher Miss Pennington said, "The response from 
pupils, staff and incredible artists from around the world has 
been phenomenal. The variety and quality of the work is 
astounding. We are all very excited about the auction and 
hope it will raise lots of money for The Royal Marsden 
Cancer Charity." 
 

Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction is not just a chance to get 
your hands on an original work of art for a tiny price, but 
you’ll also be supporting The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity 
with all funds going directly to the Charity. 
 

Can you tell the famous postcards from the amateur 
efforts?  

 

The Magdalen and Lasher Charity – Successful Grant Applications 
 

St Richard’s has been successful in two grant applications to the Magdalen and Lasher 

Charity. This charity gives priority to projects and activities which enhance the artistic, 

musical, spiritual, social or sporting development of young people. 

Computer Science – have received funding for a girls only computing club and cyber security 

club.  

Music – have been successful (through the Batley Hibbert Fund) in receiving funding for the 

purchase of musical instruments. 

Many thanks to the Magdalen and Lasher Charity 
   

http://www.sophiespostcard.com/
http://www.sophiespostcard.com/about
https://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/sophiessecretpostcardauction
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Special Educational Needs 
 

Exams: 

Public exams, internal exams and assessments begin this month for some year groups. Please 

encourage your child to ask for help with revision strategies, should they need this support. 

Please ensure your child brings water in a clear bottle. If your child has access arrangements 

for public examinations, please remind them that they must use them as agreed in all 

subjects where they apply. 
 

Prep Club Plus: 

A reminder that pupils with Special Educational Needs can come to Prep Club Plus in BICT. 

The club runs on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3:15pm to 4:15pm. Mr 

Nuckhir and another Teaching Assistant are available to help with homework. 
 

Lunchtime Club: 

Pupils can come along to the SEN Lunchtime Club in A3, which runs every day, for a chance to 

eat, play games and socialise together. 
 

Testing for Access Arrangements: 

Testing for access arrangements for public examinations for Year 9 and some Year 10 pupils 

has begun and will be ongoing throughout the summer term. Should you require more 

information, please contact the SEN Department. 
 

New Year 7 Intake: 

We look forward to welcoming current Year 6 pupils who will start at St Richard's in 

September. Mr Smith has carried out visits to pupils in Primary schools and is attending 

termly review meetings where possible. Mr Smith and Mr Nuckhir (TA Year Co-ordinator for 

this year group) will be available at the New Intake Evening on Wednesday, 20th June, which 

begins at 7pm. This is ahead of the three New Intake Days on Wednesday, 27th to Friday, 

29th June. Please contact Mr Smith if you have any concerns regarding a new pupil with any 

identified Special Educational Needs, 
 

Mr Smith, SENCO (mrsmithi@strichardscc.com) 
 

Diabetic Cookery  
On Tuesday, 17th and Tuesday, 24th April 2018, some of our diabetic 

pupils enjoyed 'Cook and Count' sessions with the Consultant 

Diabetic Nutritionist, Sarah Bushell. The aim of the sessions was to 

give pupils hands-on experience of cooking healthier meal options 

with fresh ingredients and to accurately calculate their carbohydrate 

intake. 
 

Over the two sessions, Bradley, Maisey and Graham prepared crispy 

chicken and salad wraps and chocolate and 

date brownies. The photographs show 

what an enjoyable experience this was. 
 

"This was a very valuable experience. The pupils developed their cooking and food preparation 

skills and improved their knowledge of carbohydrate counting, whilst I was able to exchange ideas 

with the diabetic nutritionist to further enhance the Food and Nutrition curriculum."  Mrs Truss, 

Food and Nutrition Teacher. 
 

Keeping pupils with Type 1 Diabetes happy, healthy and fully-included is our priority at St 

Richard's. Our intention is for 'Cook and Count' to be a regular event with the possibility 

of extending the invitation to diabetic pupils from other secondary schools in the future. 
 

Mrs Britt, SEN Administrator and First-Aider  
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REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCE/LATENESS TO SCHOOL 
There are many ways in which you can alert the school to your child’s absence. The quickest and easiest 
way is via the School Gateway app, which is free to download.  The methods of alerting us are: 

 Send a message via the School Gateway app. You can do this as follows: 
1. On the app’s home page, tap on your child’s name. 
2. Tap on attendance, and the Notify tab in the right hand corner. 
3. Fill in the details of the absence, and press send. 

 Parents/carers can leave an answerphone message reporting their child’s absence from school or 
lateness to school due to an appointment, by dialling the school telephone number – (01424) 731070 
and then pressing 1 when prompted. Wherever possible, please ensure this is done before the close of 
registration at 9.10am. You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s name, their form group, the 
reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil.  

 You can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown above: 
pupilabsence@strichardscc.com   

Please note that without a reason for the absence e.g. illness or medical, I cannot authorise an absence. 
Please specify the nature of the illness. If a pupil is absent for more than three days for an illness, we may 
not be able to authorise the absence without some form of medical evidence. This can be in the form of a 
medical appointment slip, a hospital appointment letter, a prescription slip or a prescribed medication box 
showing your child’s name on the printed label. 
 

Please ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than holiday requests which must 
be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to me and not your child’s Form Tutor so that 
the appropriate information is shown on your child’s attendance records. My email address is 
mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com  It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she 
remembers to come to the Attendance Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an 
accurate record of all pupils on the college site. This is to ensure their safety.  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO LET US KNOW FOR EACH SUBSEQUENT DAY OF ABSENCE. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT FOR SAFEGUARDING REASONS. 

 

ATTENDANCE COMPETITION 
This year we are continuing our competition, the Attendance Games. For every complete week a pupil 
attends school, their name will go forward to win the termly prize: a cinema voucher. Every pupil who 
attends daily for 6 weeks gains an extra entry into the competition, increasing their chances of winning. 
We aim to reward pupils for good attendance, without penalising those who are absent for unavoidable 
reasons.  

175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR: 
 

spent on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments 

190 days in 
each school 

year 
10 days off 19 days off 29 days off 38 days off 47 days off 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

GOOD 
Best chance of reaching your 

target grades 

WORRYING 
You will have to work harder 

outside of school hours to reach 
your target grades 

SERIOUS CONCERN 
Unlikely to achieve target grades 

at GCSE 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please give me a call or send me an email. 
 

Many thanks             Mrs Jones, Attendance Officer (mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com)   

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
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CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Useful University Links 
Former pupil, Max Winchester, has suggested the links below might be helpful for pupils 
as they continue to think about University: 

 Selwyn Alternative Prospectus 
(https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/56615468/selwyn-alternative-prospectus) 
A guide written by current students of Cambridge, with lots of useful information about Selwyn, life at 
Cambridge and the many courses available. A good starting point that debunks a lot of the myths. 

 Cambridge Alternative Prospectus (https://www.applytocambridge.com/) 
A similar and more extensive guide than the one above, written by Cambridge University Students' 
Union. 

 Applying to Cambridge (https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying) 
Official page with a step-by-step guide to the applications process. There are no minimum GCSE 
requirements. 

University League Tables  

 Guardian (https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2016/may/23/university-league-tables-
2017) 

 Complete University Guide (https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings) 
Whilst league tables aren't everything, these should help pupils narrow down their search to some of the 
better universities for their chosen subject. 
 

As well as the above, there is also more information available from:  

 Guardian (https://www.theguardian.com/education/universityguide) 

 Complete University Guide (https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/) 
 

Work Experience  
Year 10 MOCK Interview Morning: During PSHEe, Year 10 pupils are currently working on a programme 
preparing them for their work experience placements. As part of this programme, on Tuesday, 5th June, all 
of the Year 10 pupils will take part in a day of activities. This will involve writing letters to their placements, 
completing medical forms, looking at health and safety and also how to contact their work placements prior 
to commencing the week. The pupils will also have a 20 minute interview with a local employer. The pupils 
are asked to come to school on this morning dressed appropriately for an interview. This does not mean 
that the pupils should go and buy new clothes or even suits for this day. I recommend that the boys wear 
their school shirts and trousers with a different colour tie and that the girls wear a smart skirt or trousers 
with an appropriate top. High heels are not allowed on this day. The interviewer will comment on the pupils 
CVs (which they have already prepared in school), their dress and how they answered the questions posed 
to them. If you have any questions about this morning, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Agreement Form: All Year 10 pupils must hand in their signed parent/carer agreement form. This must be 
signed by the parent/carer and the pupil. Without this form, the work experience placement will not be 
allowed to go ahead. If the form has been lost, a replacement can be obtained from me. Before the form is 
signed, please check the details about any Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), which is required for the 
placement. If there are any problems in supplying the PPE, please contact me as soon as possible. 
 

Telephone Confirmation: As part of the preparation for work experience, each pupil is expected to contact 
their employer via the telephone. This enables the pupil to check vital details such as what to wear, the 
hours they will be working and who they should report to on their first day. It also reminds the employer that 
they have a pupil soon arriving for work experience. To help ensure that every pupil has made this contact, 
please complete the slip below and return to their form tutor by Monday, 11th June. If the employer is not 
available during the evening, please get your son/daughter to come and see me during the school day and 
a telephone will be made available. 
 

Should you have any questions regarding work experience preparation or the week itself, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers and Work Experience Coordinator - mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com 
 

Work Experience Preparation - Please return to your son/daughter’s Form Tutor by Monday, 11th June 2018 
Pupil’s Name: ……………………………………………   Form: …………………………………. 
I can confirm that my son/daughter has contacted their work experience placement via the telephone. 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………. Parent/Carer   

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/56615468/selwyn-alternative-prospectus
https://www.applytocambridge.com/
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2016/may/23/university-league-tables-2017
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2016/may/23/university-league-tables-2017
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2016/may/23/university-league-tables-2017
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.theguardian.com/education/universityguide
https://www.theguardian.com/education/universityguide
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
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English Department News 
 

Firstly, a reminder to all parents to encourage reading at home. A large selection of 

books are available in our college library for free, so please encourage your child to use 
this great facility! Any reading, non-fiction or fiction, you can encourage your child to do 
at home regularly is proven to have a positive impact on literacy skills. 
 

The ‘Write here, Write now’ Creative Writing Club continues on Tuesdays in A8 at 
1.10-1.40pm. All abilities and ages are welcome. This is an opportunity to develop 

creative writing skills and enter writing competitions to get work published and win 
prizes! Congratulations to Izehi Ebhohimen for coming runner-up in the Battle Rotary 
Young Writers competition in March. 
 

On Wednesday, 23rd May, we welcome a local, published author G. R. Gemin, author 
of Sweet Pizza and Cowgirl, to work with two Year 7 classes and a small group of creative 

writers. Books are available for purchase from Ms Tocknell in the library which G. R. 
Gemin will be happy to sign at lunchtime. 
 

Mrs E Wood, Acting Subject Leader for English (mrswoode@strichardscc.com) 
 

KS4 

Year 11 - As your English exams quickly approach, please ensure that you ask for help 
if you are unsure how to structure your revision time or have any exam-related 
questions. Make sure you come to lessons prepared with texts, revision guides, and any 

other resources with which you have been provided. 
 

Useful websites are available in the Year 11 revision folder along with padlets and 
keyword lists and we strongly recommend that you log onto GCSE POD as it is packed 

full of tips and information. 
 

In this final push, a positive attitude is vital along with a determination to succeed. We 

are all very happy to help and provide feedback on any work you give us. Keep learning 
those key quotes and essay structures. Good luck - we have absolute confidence in 

you! 
 

Year 10 - you have now completed your mock exams in Language and Literature. Your 
teachers are putting a lot of effort into marking them so please read their feedback 
carefully and act upon it. 
 

Next term, we will be shifting our focus onto our next texts and more elements of the 

exams. Keep your texts studied so far ticking over, learning key quotes and practising 
keywords.  
 

KS4 Book Club will begin on Friday, 25th May in Al for Year 10 pupils. Keen readers are 
welcome. 
 

Both years - keep learning those keywords (all available on padlets and the Google 

Drive). I recommend keeping an eye on TV schedules and cinema listings for versions of 
the texts you are studying to help you with plot, characters and themes. It is also worth 

checking the De La Warr Pavilion, The Odeon and Cineworld as they regularly run 
discounted National Theatre screenings of plays which are invaluable to study and also 

thoroughly enjoyable to watch. DVDs can also be borrowed from the school library. 
 

Parents - Thank you for your ongoing support of both year groups. We have a stock of 

Collins revision guides which cover Language and Literature - they include revision 
materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are available from Mrs 
Mountford in A1 for £5 (cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!). For text-specific guides we 

recommend the York notes 9-1 guides or CGP for a more simplified option. Teachers can 
show pupils copies of these guides and they are available in all good bookshops and on 
Amazon. 
 

Mrs Mountford, KS4 Co-ordinator (mrsmountfordm@strichardscc.com) 
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Year 8 Literacy Group – Success with the Radio 2 500 Words 

Competition! 

Seven years ago, Chris Evans had a dream: to get children excited about 

reading and writing. All children, no matter what their ability. 500 Words is 

now one of the most successful story-writing competitions for children in 

the world: over the years three quarters of a million children have 

written a story for this! It’s very simple: entrants write an original story on 

any subject or theme in 500 Words or fewer and submit it online. If they win, their story will be read live 

on the radio by a superstar celebrity…like Julie Walters, Tom Hiddleston, Sir Kenneth Branagh, Jeremy 

Irons, or Sherlock himself – Benedict Cumberbatch. Each year, 10 million Radio 2 listeners hear, read and 

love these stories. In 2017, 131,798 children entered the competition.  
 

This year, my Year 8 literacy class wrote their own 500-word story. They drafted and redrafted their ideas 

and then I entered their stories online to the competition. The great news was that Vanz Labitad, 8L, was 

successful and his story made it through to the last 5000 stories. Here is Vanz’s story – a really great idea 

and gripping to read – no wonder the judges were impressed! The quality of stories must have been high 

as Vanz did not make it through to the last 50. Read it below and see what you think…. 
 

The lake closed over her nose and mouth as Sara sucked in a lung-full of cold, black water. On her next breath, she 

opened her eyes and saw the red light shining: 12:02 AM. Again. Three nights in a row, same dream, same time. 

Sweat dripped from her hair and drenched her nightgown. Sara stumbled to the bathroom, turning on all of the 

lights to shake off the aura of the dream that still clung to her. 
 

Steam from the shower filled the bathroom and Sara breathed it in deeply. She could still smell the dankness of her 

dream. She dropped her head and closed her eyes. They snapped back open as a hissing vortex suddenly sucked all 

of the steam into the drain at her feet. In the same instant, a fish-dead hand slid across her shoulder. She screamed 

and threw her body against the shower wall, turning the showerhead to the left. The water scalded her neck, 

shoulder and hand as she battled to stop the flow. 
 

Pain and fear drove her stiffly from the shower. The room was bright. Normal. Her body shook convulsively and she 

reached for a towel to warm herself. The towel brushed her badly burned shoulder and she hissed in pain. It 

sobered her and she headed to the kitchen where she kept the emergency burn salve. 
 

In the kitchen, the salve was already laid out, with fresh gauze, waiting for her. Normal went away again. 
 

The old woman spoke warmly, "Here, let me get that for you. It was my fault - so sorry - but it IS awfully difficult to 

get your attention!" 
 

Sara was frozen in shock. The woman placed a cup in her hand. Here drink this coffee. You need it." Sara sipped 

wordlessly, numb to the un-reality. 
 

"I can't stay long," said the old woman. "Manifestation takes so much energy. Easier to show up in a dream, but 

you kept drowning on me!" She let out a little chortle. 
 

Shock and disbelief turned to annoyance and the very-real pain in her shoulder made her angry. "Well, you've got 

my attention now - what do you WANT?" 
 

"It's not what I want, but what you want, my dear." 
 

"I want you to go... leave me alone, Please." 
 

"That's one option. You've been given a choice. You are due to die." The old woman let it sink in. "I'm here to prove 

that we do go on, after we die." 
 

"That's supposed to be reassuring?" The hair on Sara's arms stood up. 
 

"For many people it is. Your choice is this: tell people what you've experienced here tonight - give them hope, or die 

at 12:02am tomorrow." As the last word left her lips, the woman started to fade. 
 

"It's up to you, my dear. . ." 
 

For the first time in days, Sara felt calm. She placed a cloth robe gingerly on her freshly-bandaged shoulder, took a 

sip of coffee and dialled the phone. Feeling relaxed. 
 

The second piece of great news is that all the pupils who entered a story were included in the random 

ballot to win tickets to go to the 500 Words Final on Friday, 8th June, live from Hampton Court Palace. 
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Jessamy Ingamells, 8I, has won a pair of tickets. It’s an early start as she will need to be in her seat by 

6.15am ready for the live Radio 2 broadcast. Jessamy will hear the stories read by celebrities, HRH The 

Duchess of Cornwall and Chris Evans and hear music from bands (last year this included Olly Murs, Niall 

Horan and Anne Marie). After meeting the celebrities Jessamy will be able to explore the grounds and 

Hampton Court Palace itself. A great prize!  
 

To enter 500 Words next year pupils must be 13 and under – it really is worthwhile. Well done to 

everyone in my Year 8 literacy class. 
 

Mrs Massey 
 

Science Department News 
Space Camp 
Pupils headed to the Midlands during the Easter holidays, as we returned to Stanford Hall for the 
Lower School residential to Space Camp. Anna reported that, ‘Space Camp was great. I loved the 
masterclass at the space academy and I wish the trip was longer.’ Genexa agreed that, ‘Space 
camp was thrilling! It was amazing that all of us socialised and got on so well.’ Nuala O’Rourke 
reported that the ‘food was amazing and delicious. My favourite part was making a comet - it 
helped me with my astronomy revision! I made loads of new friends too!’ Erin Towns summarised 
with, ‘3 days of fully packed activities to do with space and science was a lot of fun!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There was roller skating, delicious food and amazing accommodation, spaceship designs, comet 
making and dry ice, astronaut training with crane origami, space suits, fuzeball, IR imaging and a 
really tricky jigsaw, a haunted house and tales of aviation heroes, tanks and simulators and the 
world’s most amazing aircraft ever…. a Harrier. Amazing, just amazing! 

 
South Downs Planetarium Trip to Chichester 
7O’s Sarah Halleron was among pupils joining the Astronomy group 
for the annual trip to Chichester. Starting off at the Cathedral, pupils 
enjoyed browsing the eateries and artisan chocolate shops of the 
town centre, before we joined Dr John Mason at the Sir Patrick 
Moore Planetarium, where we were treated to an audio-visual 
revision extravaganza! 
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Sarah and Eva were particularly impressed with ‘the amazing St Richard statue 
and [we] said the prayer of St Richard. In the cathedral 
we also had the huge pleasure of seeing the amazing 
art pieces and listening to the harmonious choir.’ In fact, 
The Knights of the Order of Lazarus, a Catholic 
philanthropic group, were preparing for a service. Sarah 
also enjoyed, ’learning useful stuff about the Universe,’ 
in the planetarium and concluded her report with 

‘everybody had a great day and we would love to come back next year!’ 
David Wiederstein, 7R, enjoyed the trip too. He ‘liked when we were 
looking at the planets and when they were [projected] on the night sky’. 
In fact, he liked, ‘everything on the trip!’ 
 

Big Bang @Eastbourne 
A small group of MAD scientists went to the Big Bang 
@Eastbourne STEM conference with careers stalls and 
interactive STEM fun. Will Jones reports that, ’We went to 
many stalls and I particularly enjoyed the wind farm stall, the 
static bicycle that generated power and the test robot for 
construction of piping.’ These are all excellent practical 
applications of STEM technology. Skye Murray really 
enjoyed the ‘many hands-on activities’.  
 

Science Storytellers: In the 
Beginning Candle-making 
In Terms 5 and 6 the Science 
Storytellers will be exploring 
the A and M in their STEAM 
project (Art and Maths) as we 
undertake workshops in 
Modelling Platonic Solids, 
The Inverse Square Law and 
Light and a dance workshop 
about splitting white light into 
the spectrum. The pupils will 

then have the opportunity to tell their stories to visiting 
primary pupils at the Polar Explorer Meeting on Midsummer’s day at St Richard’s. 
 

St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club (StAR Club)  
StAR Club have secured the all important permission to broadcast from OFCOM, for June’s 
STEMFest meeting. This permission allows our pupils who are qualified with a Foundation 
Licence, to broadcast and receive radio transmissions under their own licence, during this annual 
gathering of thousands of school children. A receiving radio is in use at lunchtimes in Lab 4, for 
pupils to listen in to radio chatter to ‘get their ear in’ prior to their examination in June. We wish 
them the best of luck. 
 

Astro Taster Day: University of Sussex, Astronomy & Physics 
Outreach 
60 Year 8 pupils were invited to the Astro Taster day presentations 
from Dr Das Baskill and Astrophysics PhD student, Issy (formerly of 
Bexhill College and old friend of St Richard’s, having joined us on the 
joint CERN Trip of a few years ago!). The potential astronomy pupils 
were entertained by the stellar quiz and mechanical models of the 
Solar System.  
 

8I’s Gabrielle Stein, thought that this was a ‘good visualisation of the 
Solar System’, whereas Ania Roby of 8H, learnt ‘more about the formation of stars’. Year 9 GCSE 
Astronomers did some guided revision on the lifecycle of a star and the SEPNet research group 
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completed their second workshop on Physics Connexions. The Sun was gloriously high in the sky, 
such that we were able to do some direct solar observation using the SolarScope. Bethany Read 
of 8I, ‘liked learning about the spectrum.’ Aaron Douglas, 8I, was thrilled to see the ‘red dots (the 
Sun)…. I thought it was amazing really to see the Sun direct – with different technology that has 
been developed’. He is quite correct – it is normally very dangerous to view the Sun directly, but 
we have a SolarScope in the Astronomy department to allow safe solar observation! 
 

Arctic Live!: British Antarctic Survey 

 XL Catlin Arctic Live was the northernmost live education 
event from the UK Arctic Research Station in Ny-Ålesund, 

Svalbard. Arctic Live ran 
between 1st and 10th May 
2018 and allowed pupils to get 
first hand access to an 
extreme environment and 
engage with a British science 
expedition team working on 
ocean acidification and ocean microplastics.  
 

Pupils were able to link to live investigations - in our case, the 
construction of an arctic food web. Interviews with the Station 

Leader at the UK Arctic Research Station, allowed pupils to pose any questions about life in 
extreme environments and Joshua Augustine was ‘fascinated’ but he was really pleased to have 
lots of our questions answered. 
 

St Richard’s Year 7 arctic explorers joined polar educator Jamie Buchanan-Dunlop with the Live 
Arctic link up via a Google link. Becky Britt was the first to have a question answered live enquiring 
whether ‘all arctic animals are camouflaged white?’ The answer is ‘Not always….. although polar 
bears and arctic foxes are always white in the winter. The arctic fox has a summer coat too’. 
 

Joshua Augustine and Matthew Weiderstein wanted to know ‘Do you get around on 
snowmobiles?’ and were told, ‘Not really. 
Snowmobiles are only really useful on glaciers.’ Isabel 
had sent her question in advance, an enquiry as to 
‘What happens if one of you was really ill?’ The 
answer to this was reassuring, as Jamie explained 
that, ‘All of the team have some medical training, but 
we have plasters and painkillers for small stuff. 
Otherwise it is on the phone - but we can only access 
prescription drugs with a doctor’s permission. If it’s 
really bad there are 2 - 3 flights a week from the town 
and in a real emergency we can medivac (evacuate) 
to Oslo by helicopter.’  
 

Joshua also asked Jamie if he had ever ‘done a dab?’ 
and he laughed as he said ‘no!’ Amongst other useful 
and interesting things, Leo Jones found out that animals can get viruses and he found the whole 

https://www.bas.ac.uk/polar-operations/sites-and-facilities/facility/ny-alesund/
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thing ‘very interesting and enjoyable’, summarising with ‘We had a really fun time after school. 
Many pupils had questions answered and I learnt a lot!’ 
 

“A group of Year 7 pupils were invited to be part of the live linkup with two Polar scientists. We 
prepared for this live link by thinking carefully about the questions that the polar scientists could 
answer for us, to explain all about their work. It was really exciting linking up to the Polar scientists 
via a Youtube link. I had come up with a whole list of questions which I typed into the weblink and 
waited for the Polar explorer, Jamie, to answer my question. It was amazing to hear them call out 
your name from the North Pole and then explain the answer. My favourite question that was 
answered was, ‘What is your greatest hope for the science that you have collected so far?’ 
Answer: ‘It's about being part of the jigsaw growing our understanding of climate change. It will 
also help individuals change their behaviour.’ One of the explorers also explained to me that they 
needed polar bear training in case they come across one. They had to train with flare guns to 
scare them and lifeboat training on ships in case they started to sink. Scary! It was an amazing 
experience - one I won’t forget in a long time.” Ewan Hoyle 
 

Science Storytellers: Flame Tests & Platonic Solids 
In the most recent workshop for Science Storytellers, pupils 
considered Isaac Newton’s famous experiment to split white light 
into the rainbow colours of the spectrum. They then completed 
flame tests on solutions containing different elements, relating 
their results to the astounding fact that all that astronomers know 
about distant stars and planets is only ever deduced from the light 
that is collected from them, on Earth, by telescopes. 

 
Talent 2030 Competition  
Alicia Smith and Hannah Chan (pictured left) have both received 
certificates for entering the Talent 2030 National Engineering 
Competition for Girls. 
 

Science Week Competition  
The winners of the ‘Can you identify all of these 16 historical 
Men and Women of Science?’ competition during Science Week 
were Hannah Chan, 9S, and Jonathan Reis-Ataide, 7F. 
Congratulations to them – they both won large Easter eggs. 
 

***** Forthcoming Science Events ***** 
STEMFest 2018 (day trip in late June) 

Future’s Day at Farnborough Air Show (last day of term) 
Letters for these trips available from Dr Durkin in Lab 4 

 

Dr Durkin, Curriculum Enhancement Lead in Science 

A finished platonic solid 

Flame testing to identify elements 
with Science Storytellers 
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

Term 5 has been a busy and varied term in RE across the year groups. We welcomed back Mrs Mead from 

her maternity leave. The year is marching on quickly and we find ourselves on the cusp of exam season 

with our Year 11 pupils infused with endeavour and focus, poised for success.  
 

Year 7 are currently immersed in group project work focussing on the work of CAFOD in the developing 

world. This has proven to be a very engaging unit of study for them and one in which they are developing 

the important skills of teamwork and cooperation. In addition, we have also had Miss Barry in to run a 

lesson on CAFOD on the theme of refugees. The pupils have responded sensitively to this as it has made 

them more aware of the plight of the refugees. We look forward to seeing their finished projects this 

week.  
 

Year 8 are similarly involved in a group project on the Old 

Testament prophets and have found the stories of their prophet to 

be very interesting and thought provoking. We hope that as they 

near the end of their group project they can reflect on what the 

prophets revealed of God and consider the implications and 

relevance of their prophecies today. The pupils have realised that 

despite the ancient nature of the prophets, their relevance to today 

has perpetuated down through the ages and still speaks to us 

today.   
 

With Year 9, we are covering the events concerning the death and 

resurrection of Jesus as told by St Mark. Despite Mark’s gospel being 

the shortest gospel, there is a lot of learning to be done from it. Indeed, 

this is not a mere narrative that charts the events of Jesus’ life, but one 

that is rich in hidden meaning and theology, two things which are 

coming to the fore as the gospel hastens towards the resurrection of 

Jesus.  
 

Year 10 have just completed their mock exam on Catholic Christianity. We hope to see evidence of good 

progress and commitment to revision as we mark them. It is encouraging to hear many Year 10 pupils 

speak of the useful revision resources that have been shared with them on Google Drive. They should 

always continue to use this to support their learning. It is important Year 10 pupils take stock of where 

they are at when they receive their mock result and we go through the feedback with examples of model 

answers in class. Our next topic is arguments for the existence of God, and we will be allowing Year 10 to 

take an independent approach to their learning as they will be 

working in groups to create a mini lesson to teach to the class.   
 

The hour has come’ is an apt phrase for the situation that our 

Year 11 pupils find themselves in as they begin to sit the first 

papers for the new RE GCSE specification and AS specification. We 

have been encouraged by the large turn out to the recent Saturday 
revision session. It has been a pleasure working with our Year 11s 

and preparing them for the exams. Rest assured that while the 

hard work is done, you have our prayers for your successes in the 

exam. Revision classes are being run as per the schedule that has 

been shared with parents via Mr Doherty. The final two Saturdays 

are being run for the Year 11 AS class with Ms Vanvuchelen on 

Saturday, 19th May, and Miss Henry on Saturday, 26th May.  
 

We say goodbye to our trainee Miss Limpin and thank her for her 

work with the classes she has had. We wish her well as she starts 

her career in September at Salesian College.  
 

With best for a restful end of term break.  
 

Ms L Henry 

KS3 Coordinator in RE 

EXAM PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH 
CUPERTINO 

 

This powerful prayer is very effective 
in examinations.  
 

Great St. Joseph of Cupertino, who 
while on earth did obtain from God 
the grace to be asked at your 
examination only the questions you 
knew, obtain for me a like favour in 
the examinations for which I am now 
preparing. In return I promise to make 
you known and cause you to be 
involved. Through Christ our Lord. 
 

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us. 
Amen 
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French News 
All Year 7 pupils in French have been busy writing their 
first penpal letter for a project with our new link school 
in Normandy. They enjoyed not only putting the French 
they are learning to good use but also the opportunity to 
write a letter which will be posted for matching up with 
a French school pupil of their age. 
 

In Term 6, we will be focusing on creating a multimedia presentation of our school to share with 
the Collège in France. We would like to invite as many Year 7 and 8 pupils who would be 
interested in being involved in creating this to French Club every Wednesday 1.00-1.30pm in B14 
to work on this project. Our Year 10 French ambassadors have already made a start on ideas to 
support the Lower School pupils with this.     

 

Culture Corner: May Day is also known as the Fête du Muguet (meaning 
Lily of the Valley Day) in France. It seems that on the 1st of May 1561, a 
lily of the valley was given as a lucky charm to King Charles IX of 
France. From then he continued the habit of offering lilies of the valley 
to all the ladies of the king as a sign of good luck and happiness, starting 
what today is one of the most beautiful customs of the country: the 
wonderfully scented tradition of exchanging flowers! 

 

Idiom of the Month - Faire le pont:  
Meaning: having a 4 day long weekend 
Literally: to do/make the bridge 
This happens a lot in France in May because the 1st, the 8th 
and the Ascension are bank holidays in France. So if those 
days happen to fall on a Tuesday or Thursday, the French will 
also have the Monday or Friday off too, making it a 4 day long 
weekend.  
 

Spanish News 
Year 9 Spanish Groups make Videos in Spanish: Both Year 9 classes worked in teams of 3 or 4 to 
direct, produce and act in their own Spanish videos as part of an Easter holiday project. They 
had recently learned about different types of television programmes and so creating one 
themselves was a great way to practise their language and learn some new vocabulary. The result 
was a great mix of programmes including weather reports, dramatic news stories, game shows, 
soap operas and reality TV shows. We even had a short horror movie! The pupils then watched 
the videos in lessons and voted on the best 4 to send over to our pen friend school in Tarragona. 
We look forward to receiving their feedback. Here are some articles written by Year 9 pupils 
about the experience of making the videos. 
 

“During last term and this term, in Spanish, we were set the task to create our very own Spanish 
film or news report. This has been a challenging task, but with the help that we were given in our 
lessons with Mrs Scott and Ms Landa we were fully capable of reaching our full potential and 
creating a spectacular film for everyone to enjoy. Last term, we really focused on the grammar 
and the endings of many tenses including the preterite, perfect and imperfect. This really helped 
when it came to writing a script for our films because we were more aware of what we needed to 

MFL Club meets 
Every Wednesday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 
French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B4) MFL NEWS 
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say and how it should be said. This term, we have dedicated lessons to watching all of our 
wonderful films which were fabulous and you could see how much effort was put into each and 
every one of them. Whilst watching them, we were given a review sheet by our teacher and we 
had to rate them and give our thoughts on the pieces. The hard part was that we had to write 
them in Spanish which was a challenge for all of us but we all helped each other when we got 
stuck. This really pushed us and we have come away with many new words and phrases and also 
how to review other people's work in Spanish.” By Liam Harrison and Ciara Chicken 
 

“During the Easter holiday, our Spanish class were set the task to make television programmes. 
This was quite challenging for us because we had to speak in Spanish for three minutes each. We 
chose our programmes. There was a variety from crime series, soap operas and game shows to the 
weather and news reports. It helped to improve our Spanish because we spoke much quicker and 
we had to speak to our classmates loud enough for the camera. It improved our confidence to 
speak louder and clearer for an audience to understand. It was good for us to hear our 
classmates speaking in their videos as we could understand what they were saying which 
improved our listening skills.” Isabella East 
 

“This opportunity gave us the chance to have freedom with what we spoke about. We had the 
challenge of working out how to word phrases in a ‘game show’ or TV programme manner. Our 
groups tried to learn our words off by heart, which was good preparation for our GCSEs. We 
were all very nervous to see what our classmates thought, but everyone was so supportive and 
everyone was listening to pick out key phrases. This was also improving our listening skills as well 
as our speaking skills, and so it was a good challenge for people to come out of their comfort 
zone. We had to focus on our fluency as well throughout the ‘TV programme’ and this was quite 
hard. Trying to sound Spanish and get the pronunciation right was very difficult at first. But as 
the videos progressed, you could see everyone’s improvement.” Millie White  
 

Goodbye to Ms Landa: On a sadder note, we will be saying goodbye to Ms Landa, our trainee 
teacher in MFL: 
 

“During my time at St Richard’s I have often talked with my pupils about what a cognate is. For 
those unfamiliar with this linguistic term, a cognate is a word in a foreign language which is 
written and has the same meaning as its English counterpart. I was looking for a word to 
illustrate this concept when I came across “nostalgia”. This is not only a beautiful sounding word 
in both languages, but also embodies what I will soon feel when I leave this school. I will most 
definitely be feeling nostalgic when I look back at my time here. The terms I have spent at the 
school have been exceptionally joyful and enriching, not only from a professional point of view 
but also from a personal one. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff, the 
wonderful MFL teachers and especially Miss Cronin for being so welcoming, supportive and 
inspiring from the very beginning. Most of all, I would like to say thank you to all my pupils from 
both my Spanish and German classes. I wish you the best of luck in your language learning and 
your time at St Richard’s.” 
 

We would like to thank Ms Landa for all her hard work and we wish her the best of luck in what 
we know will be a very successful career.  
 

Finally a poem by Ruben Dario: 
La fe 
En medio del abismo de la duda 
Lleno de oscuridad, de sombra vana 
Hay una estrella que reflejos mana 
Sublime, sí, mas silenciosa, muda.  
Ella, con su fulgor divino, escuda, 
Alienta y guía a la conciencia humana, 
Cuando el genio del mal con furia insana 
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Golpéala feroz, con mano ruda.  
¿Esa estrella brotó del germen puro 
De la humana creación? ¿ Bajó del cielo 
A iluminar el porvenir oscuro? 
¿A servir al que llora de consuelo? 
No sé, mas eso que a nuestra alma inflama 
Ya sabéis, ya sabéis, la fe se llama. 
 

German News 
It has been a busy term for German with Year 10 completing their mock exams and Year 11 
completing speaking exams. We would like to wish our Year 11 pupils all the best for the rest of 
their exams in the coming weeks. We are very proud of how well they conducted themselves in 
the speaking exams and they can all be very proud of their hard work. Wir drücken euch die 
Daumen! 
  

German Club: is growing and is 
open to any ages and any language 
ability. Come along to B5 
Wednesday lunchtimes to join in 
the fun. 
 

 
     

Maitag: Germany recently celebrated Maitag (1st May) and all 
over Germany towns and villages erect a Maibaum (a May tree). 
Once the Maibaum has been decorated the fun starts. 
Neighbouring villages and towns try to steal each other's trees 
and if successful they can hold them to ransom in exchange for 
beer and food. The most spectacular theft occurred back in 
2004 when ambitious thieves stole the maypole from the top of 
the Zugspitze (Germany’s highest mountain) using a helicopter. 
Once the 20m long maypole had been 
safely flown to an Alpine hut the 
negotiations began.  
  
German Jokes: On a final note, we have 
two German jokes for you to enjoy this 
term. See if you can work them out 
(translations are at the bottom of page): 
 

1. Frage: Wie unterscheiden sich die 
Schule und ein Irrenhaus?  
Antwort: Die Telefonnummer 

 

2.    Lehrer: "Aufwachen Peter! Ich glaube nicht, dass das Klassenzimmer der richtige Ort für ein 
Nickerchen ist.  
Peter: "Geht schon. Sie müssen nur etwas leiser sprechen. 
 

German Joke Translations: 
1. Question: What’s the difference between a school and a madhouse?  

      Answer: The telephone number. 

2.  Teacher: “Wake up Peter! I don’t believe that the classroom is the right place for a nap.”  
      Peter: “It’s fine. You just need to talk a little quieter.” 
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Good Luck to Year 11 
We wish all our Year 11 Geographers the very best of luck in the coming weeks with their final 
exams. They have 3 exams in all - 22nd May, 5th June and 11th June. A revision schedule has 
been shared with pupils which tells them everything that they need to revise, a plan for each 
lesson, as well as the weekly Wednesday after school sessions and the Saturday/half term 
sessions. A letter has been sent home to parents about these sessions - please ensure that the 
reply slip has been returned to your child’s teacher. A great revision site for pupils is the 
Geography Teacher’s Blog and can be found at https://geogteacher.wordpress.com/ 
 

Year 10 trip to Eastbourne 
After all the mocks, Year 10 will be focussing on their fieldwork skills. They will be visiting 
Eastbourne on 20th June 2018 where they will be investigating the stretch of coastline around 
Eastbourne to understand the variety of coastal management techniques used as well as the 
differing environmental qualities found in urban areas. We are also incredibly lucky to be having a 
talk from the Environment Agency about how they work with the local community to protect the 
area. Pupils will collect their own primary data which will then be analysed in class and form their 
understanding for Paper 3 of the final GCSE exam. Please ensure that you return the reply slip 
promptly to your child’s class teacher. We are praying for good weather for our trip! 

 

Year 7 News 
Term 4 has seen the Year 7 Geographers learning about their local environment. We 
have used the weather equipment to explore the microclimates around the school. 
Using a thermometer, we measured the difference in temperature between areas in the 
sun and those in the shade. It was also easy to feel how surface type affected 
temperature, with the black bricks being warmer than the lighter colour bricks and the 
tarmac playground was warmer than the grass. The anemometers recorded the wind 
speed for us and again we could feel the difference when in a sheltered area. Year 7 

Geographers will also be developing their fieldwork skills with a visit to 
Galley Hill View to study traffic, housing and quality of life. We will then 
compare this residential area near the college to Wilton Road, Bexhill, which they 
will investigate as a virtual field trip using Google Maps and street view. Pupils will 
then present their findings, analyse and draw conclusions - a key skill that will be 
used throughout their geography units of work as they progress through the 
college. The Geography department have a weather station and the readings can 
be viewed on the weather display in A10. 

Our successful trip to Eastbourne last year - on one of the hottest days of the year! 
 

https://geogteacher.wordpress.com/


25 

Isle of Wight Trip - July 2018 
35 pupils will be heading to the Isle of Wight on the 6/7/8th July 2018 to explore the vast range of 
Geography on offer! Pupils will travel across to the island by ferry on Friday morning, quickly 
moving on to explore the beach at Ventnor, where we will have lunch. We will then explore the 
town of Sandown, before finally heading to our accommodation at the Little Canada PGL Centre. 
Saturday will begin early as we venture down to Alum Bay to discover the incredible geology and 
engage in some terrific tourism. This is followed by a spectacular lunch at Freshwater Bay, then 
the eagerly anticipated fossil talk at Dimbola Lodge and a guided fossil hunt along Compton Bay! 
Sunday is funday and pupils will be enjoying the high life (activities) which PGL has to offer. 
Anyone for the Giant Swing? 

 

South of England Show - June 2018 
KS3 Geography pupils are eagerly awaiting their trip to the South of England Show on Friday, 8th 
June. Pupils have been personally invited for making great progress or continually producing 
outstanding homework/classwork alongside their excellent attitudes to learning in Geography. The 
45 strong trip will experience a livestock tour from a pastoral farmer, before exploring the show’s 
vast and expansive range of exhibitions, showcases and events, including the ever-popular sheep 
and pig racing. Pupils have also been shortlisted by teachers from the Art and Geography 
departments to enter the Great British Countryside Art competitions which celebrate the Great 
British outdoors. Look out in the next newsletter for photographs of the trip! 

 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography (mrshoylep@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

History Department News   
 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY 
Year 7 pupils have been enjoying investigating life in medieval England, with a 

particular focus on the life of a peasant. In Term 6, pupils will be finding out about Elizabethan 
England and the religious changes of the Tudor period. All are encouraged to ensure they are 
recapping work already studied in preparation for their end of year exams. 
Year 8 pupils have been looking at the events of the French Revolution, including the different 
causes and consequences of the momentous events in the 18th Century. Next term, pupils will 
begin their final unit which looks at the Industrial Revolution in Britain. 
Year 9 are well underway with their studies of GCSE History, having completed unit 1 of the 
American West. The work and effort levels of the majority of pupils has been fantastic and pupils 
should be proud of what they have achieved so far. All are reminded to make use of the History 
Google site to catch up on work missed and revise topics studied so far. All year 9 pupils will sit 
an exam on what they have learnt so far during exam week in Term 6, and pupils should be 
preparing for this. 
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KEY STAGE 4 HISTORY 
Year 10 pupils have been investigating 
Surgery and Treatment in the trenches this 
term, with a focus on source based enquiry. 
Having completed the Year 10 Mocks, it is 
clear that many of our young historians are 
working hard and progressing well towards 
their targets: well done. For those who were 
disappointed with their mocks, please do 
use this as a learning curve and a chance to 
make the necessary improvements before it 
is too late. You are all very capable of 
achieving your targets, however you all need 
to put in the sufficient amount of time and 
effort.  Keep trying, Year 10! 
Year 11 pupils have been having their final 
revision lessons in class before their GCSEs 
begin in earnest. All pupils have been 
issued with revision guides for all 4 units 
and we hope that they are making good use 
of these. The extra revision opportunities 
provided by the department are vast (see above). Please make sure you are attending these and 
benefitting from them. You will notice that the History exams are also detailed, please ensure 
you are clear about which paper is being sat on which day. Don’t forget to make use of GCSE 
Pod and the resources on the school website. Good luck Year 11: the whole department wish you 
the very best in your exams and in your lives post St Richard’s. 
 

GCSE Textbook Donations: If your son/daughter has completed their study of GCSE History 
and has copies of the textbooks that they no longer need, please consider donating them to the 
department. Please send them in via your son/daughter to Mrs Campbell or your History 
teacher. The names of all of those who have donated books will go into a lucky prize draw, the 
winner of which will receive a £10.00 Amazon voucher. We thank you in advance for your 
support. 
 

Year 10 History Trip: On Wednesday, 20th June all pupils studying 
GCSE History in Year 10 will be off timetable and visiting sites 
directly related to their studies. Two groups will be travelling to 
London to visit the Old Operating Theatre and take part in a guided 
walk investigating the killer 
disease, cholera. Another two 
groups will be visiting Pevensey 
Castle and Battle Abbey as part of 

their studies of Anglo-Saxon and Norman England. The day 
will be a brilliant opportunity for our young historians to 
develop their enquiry skills. Your son/daughter should have 
received a letter regarding their trip, he/she should ask their 
history teacher if this is not the case. 
 

Year 9 and 10 History Trip to Berlin: A reminder to all going on 
the Berlin Trip in June that there is a meeting for all 
parents/carers on Thursday, 24th May at 6.00pm in the school 
hall. Please remember to bring Passports and EHIC cards for your 
children and any questions that you may have regarding the trip. 
All payments for this trip should now have been made. 

 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History 
 

GCSE Revision Sessions for Year 11 

DAY TIME 

Friday 18th May 3.15-4.00 

Mon 21st May 12.50-1.05 

Friday 25th May 3.15-4.00 

Tuesday 29th May (half 
term) 

9.00-11.15 

Saturday 2nd June 9.00-11.20 

Monday 4th June AM - Paper 1:  Medicine 
and Western Front Paper 

Friday 8th June PM - Paper 2: American 
West and Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman England 

Sat 9th June 9.00-11.00 

Mon 11th June 12.50-1.05 

Tues 12th June PM - Paper 3:  Weimar and 
Nazi Germany 
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A better internet starts with you… 
 

● It starts with meaningful connections 
○ Use your time wisely online to create, develop and maintain positive and valuable connections with 

friends, family members, social groups, charitable causes etc.  
 

● It starts with empathy 
○ It can be hard to understand how people are feeling online, often messages can be misinterpreted 

when you can’t actually see someone face to face. Put yourself in their shoes, listen, don’t judge and 
reassure. Showing empathy online is really powerful and builds positive relationships. Check out our 
videos exploring empathy, emotions and how we respond online. 

 

● It starts with being the best version of you 
○ What do your images and videos say about you? Are you happy with the story you are telling? How 

would someone perceive you now and in the future based on your posts and comments? What you 
share online could be there forever! Ensure you are posting positively and respectfully about 
yourself and if someone posts something about you that you are not happy with, ask them to take it 
down.  

 

● It starts with being in control 
○ Remember that you are in control of your online activity; it’s not in control of you! Start with 

updating your privacy settings and ensure that you always keep your personal information safe. 
Make sure you know how and where to report on social media by following the link to our social 
media help page. (https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-guides)  

 

● It starts with thinking critically 
○ Don’t be fooled… not everything or everyone online can be trusted. Fake news was last year’s word 

of the year so it’s certainly something to watch out for and be aware of. Before you believe what you 
read online think carefully about where it comes from, who’s written it and whether you can find a 
similar message on other trusted websites. Never agree to meet up with someone you only know 
online. No matter how friendly they might seem or how well you think you know them, they are still 
a stranger. Always tell a trusted adult if someone asks you to meet up.  

 

With thanks to  
Mr Fegan, Subject Leader - Computing and ICT 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr Christian’s Guide to Growing Up Online  
 

Many parents and children are concerned about the 

impact of the digital world on mental health. In Dr 

Christian’s Guide to Growing Up Online, Dr 

Christian tackles all the tricky questions about growing 

up in a digital world – from cyberbullying and self-

esteem to body-image and binge-watching TV – 

and much more. Anti-bullying charity, Ditch the Label, 

provided the top worries from children and Dr 

Christian answers them in a practical, responsible and accessible way in the ultimate online survival 

guide.  

https://youtu.be/HimHwdVwX-A?list=PLiwoVy4yOkj4FSMSHCq33iOFwiCsgq5-S
https://youtu.be/HimHwdVwX-A?list=PLiwoVy4yOkj4FSMSHCq33iOFwiCsgq5-S
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-guides
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-guides
http://scholasticuk.cmail19.com/t/d-l-bldkuut-plhttujjl-h/
http://scholasticuk.cmail19.com/t/d-l-bldkuut-plhttujjl-h/
http://scholasticuk.cmail19.com/t/d-l-bldkuut-plhttujjl-k/


28 

ART DEPARTMENT 
 

The response to ‘Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction’ 
has been absolutely phenomenal. The postcards will 
be auctioned on eBay in Term 6, with all proceeds 
going, via PayPal, directly to The Royal Marsden 
Cancer Charity in memory of our pupil, Sophie 
Taylor.  The winning bidders will be able to find out 
the identity of their secret artist on collection. 
 

All our pupils are making really positive progress in 
the Art Department. Year Seven are working with 
enthusiasm on their Hundertwasser studies in Fine Art 

and in Art and Design they are constructing their Gaudi inspired picture frames. Year 8 are constructing 
their highly original teapot designs. Miss Pennington’s group are producing some wonderful Day of the 
Dead watercolour work. Year 9 are working on various typography skills and designing a Peter Blake 
inspired album cover. The ‘Food and Drink’ project in Fine Art is progressing nicely, with pupils drawing and 
painting super-realist Coke cans. Year 10 GCSE are continuing to build on their excellent year so far on the 
course, demonstrating pride in all their sketchbooks. Art and Design are working with great enthusiasm on 
their Architecture/Fragments project. The quality of drawing is superb. They are designing a Gaudi inspired 
piece of architecture and Fine Art are working on large MDF boards, producing self-portrait paintings. Year 
11 are concentrating on sketchbook based portfolio work and developmental drawings for the GCSE 
coursework. 

 
Anna Donald Shortlisted for Write on Art Prize 
The art department was delighted to hear that Anna Donald, Year 10, has been 
shortlisted for the Write on Art prize, with her essay on Genesis: The Creation by 
Diana Cumming (image attached) 
 

Write On Art, sponsored by Art UK and the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in 
British Art, is a prize for pupils who have an interest in art and art history. This annual 
award has been set up to encourage an interest in art history amongst young people 
at school and university.  Pupils were asked to select and write about one artwork 

from the Art UK website, responding to the simple prompt: ‘Choose an artwork that fascinates you and 
persuade your readers to share your interest and take a closer look at the artwork’. 
 

The judges, (Gabriele Finaldi, Jeremy Deller, Jackie Wullschalger, David Dibosa, and Janina Ramirez) will 
now have the unenviable task of reviewing the essays and selecting the winners. The winners of the prize 
will be announced at 12 pm on Saturday, 7th July at the Paul Mellon Centre, as part of the Bedford Square 
Festival, an annual celebration that promotes arts and culture in Bloomsbury. Anna has been invited to the 
event as a shortlisted nominee. 
 

Mr Peachment, Art Department 

Year 10 large acrylic self-portraits on board 

http://www.paul-mellon-centre.ac.uk/about/visit
https://www.bedfordsquarefestival.co.uk/
https://www.bedfordsquarefestival.co.uk/
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Year 7 and 8 Designs for an 'Eat Healthy' Bag For Life  

Polo Shirts - Supporting Fairtrade 
 

Polo shirts are now available for purchase from Reprographics in preparation for Term 6. 

These are £12 for a 32/34” and £14.50 for larger sizes.  
 

Please be aware before you purchase, that we regularly review our summer uniform 

and cannot guarantee the wearing of polo shirts next year. If you would rather not buy 

a polo shirt for this reason, then short sleeved shirts (worn with the tie) are an alternative. 

Those wearing polo shirts must ensure they are tucked in neatly at all times. 
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Trinity Laban: Following Trinity Laban’s Centre for Advanced Dance Training workshop in March, 
Bailey Vice (10F), Matt Cordell (8l), Edward Pepper (8L) and Zack Appleyard (8U) attended a 
second audition for the Centre at Trinity Laban on Sunday, 6th May. All four boys were successful 
and have been invited to a final audition and interview process which takes place on Sunday, 20th 
May. The boys have talked about their experiences below. 
 

“Before the audition we were sitting in the cafe area talking about when I lived in Greenwich (5 
years ago) and as a family, we used to come to the building/grounds every weekend. I was feeling 
quite calm, excited about being back in the area and not sure what to expect. After a quick 
registration a man named Tom (one of the three people judging us) took us up to the studio and 
introduced us to the person leading the audition called Robert. We then got put into some lines 
and started the audition. For the first half of the audition we did technical aspects of dance, we did 
multiple sequences to live music. I found this half of the audition easier than the other half. For the 
second half of the audition we did creative and improvised dance. In this half we used all the 
different levels of height in dance (low, medium and high) to perform different moves to show them 
what we can do. We did lots of movement to do with different height levels.” (Zach) 
 

“It was exciting exploring different levels of dance and I found the experience creative. The 
atmosphere was really friendly and I felt really comfortable dancing in the space and the audition 
process.” (Matt) 
 

“I found the whole day really fun and was able to be creative. I didn’t have to hold back while I was 
dancing, I just went for it. I’m looking forward to the next audition.” (Edward)   
 

“When I first started at St Richard’s and I joined the Dance Company, I did not know how far my 
dance enthusiasm would progress. Mrs Knight has helped me to develop my interest in dance. 
Attending the audition at Trinity Laban has inspired me to investigate a dance career 
further.”  (Bailey Vice 10F)  
 

Good luck to all the boys and well done on such a fantastic accomplishment.  
 

Trinity Laban Easter Workshop: Over Easter I stayed in London, spending 
four days at Trinity Laban to do a choreography project. It was really good but 
challenging. We had to make a dance as part of a group, taking ideas from 
each group member. It involved quite a lot of mirroring work with a dance 
partner which is quite hard to get right. The first three days were the hardest. 
We seemed a long way from finishing, but it all came together on the fourth 
day. The dance we created will be performed late July at Laban’s London 
theatre. Meanwhile, term time classes have started again so each Saturday 
until the final summer show I’m back training in London. (Noah Burrows, 9H) 
 

Easter Service: The message ‘Turn back to the cross’ was our 
theme for the end of term services and our dancers, orchestra and 
choir delivered some beautiful performances, collaborating on ‘Our 
God Reigns’, where the dancers in the Junior Team ended the 
routine sitting at the foot of the cross completing the journey to it, 
and ‘Lead me to the cross’ a powerful and moving piece danced by 

the senior team and sung by our 
sensational choir. Our choir also 
enjoyed performing 'Blinded by 
Your Grace' by Stormzy. Over 
130 pupils were involved from 
the Performing Arts department; 
thank you for providing a truly 
inspiring service. 
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My Panto Experience: “In the Easter holidays, I took part 
in the Hastings Easter Panto, featuring Dani Harmer and 
Bobby Davro. This was with Enchanted Entertainment, and 
it was the last leg of their tour which they had taken all 
around the country. I was very honoured to be dancing in 
the last show, as everyone’s energy had risen. All the 
dancers were nervous, as we had to learn 6 dances from 
videos, with just the help of Royah, the dance teacher who 

helped us along the way. We had 
several rehearsals to learn the 
dances and perfect them before 
going on stage. When we arrived at the theatre on show day, we were 
taken to our dressing room, and shown where we were going. We were 
then called for our first rehearsal with all the cast. As the set was still going 
up, we had to rehearse in the cafe upstairs! Once we had rehearsed and 
everyone had explained what we were doing, we then went to the dressing 
room to get our costumes on. After some altering and adjusting, we were 
ready for our performances. It was such an amazing opportunity, and it was 
so good to be in a professional environment.” (Millie White, 9R) 

 

Extra-Curricular Dance: Dance Company pupils are 
now enrolled on the Imperial Society for Teachers of 
Dance graded syllabus and are learning work for grades 
3 & 5 in ballet. The boys also attend a separate ballet 
class which enables them to develop their technique and 
to record their results which are recognised on the 
Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF). This will be 
of benefit as they move forward to college and university. 
 

Summer Show: The Performing Arts team have begun 
rehearsals for the summer production of ‘Grease’. 
Performances will be held on the 10th, 11th, 12th and 
13th July. A fully collaborative work for music, dance and 
drama; this provides an excellent opportunity for pupils to 
learn how the disciplines need to work together 
effectively. Pupils are already working extremely well on 
what is looking set to be a fantastic show. Please return 
any outstanding reply slips to Mrs Knight. 
 

West End Call Up For Leo: Leo 
Jones (7U) had another taste of 
the West End recently when he 
was asked to audition for 
Matilda, the musical, at RADA 
(The Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts). He performed a song, a short 
monologue, and took part in a complex dance routine during a three hour 
workshop. Leo said: “There were a lot of very talented children there. 
Unfortunately, I did not get the role but it was a great experience, and a 
chance to perform in the RADA 

theatre. The dance workshop was very fast and 
demanding, and I could never have kept up without my 
experience of Great Big Dance Off.” 
 

Leo’s next adventure is that he has been asked to 
audition for a part in the new theatre adaptation of David 
Walliams’ book, The Midnight Gang. 

 



32 

@SRCCPerformers 

Our Twitter feed is full of information about the events which we produce, and are 
involved with, as well as interesting information from the world of Performing Arts. 
Do follow us and keep up to date. 
 

Cuckmere: From Source to Sea: We have been very fortunate to be one of four schools and 
colleges that took part in this exciting and innovative composing project, which culminated in a 
performance at the opening weekend of the Brighton Festival. ‘Cuckmere: From Source to Sea’ is 
a collaboration between Ed Hughes, Head of Department and Professor of Composition in Music 
at the University of Sussex, and Cesca Eaton, International Emmy Award winning documentary 
maker. They created a new piece of music to a new silent film to show the Cuckmere River from 
source to mouth throughout the four seasons. 
 

 
Having created a stunning 
creative piece Cesca, Ed and 
musicians from The 
Orchestra of Sound and Light 
then worked with students 
and pupils to help them 
realise their own creative 
musical ideas in response to 
Cesca’s film. A link to a film 
of the event will be posted on 
our Twitter feed so that all 
can enjoy the incredible 
music and performance that 
they produced at The 
Attenborough Centre of 
Creative Arts. 

 

 
 

 
ISM Bronze Award: The Incorporated Society of Musicians have awarded St Richard’s with a 
BRONZE award for last years’ exam results. We have been placed in the top 8% of schools in the 
country for A* - C GCSE music results. Well done to Mrs Byrne and the pupils. 
 
Ms Mason, Subject Leader for Music & the Performing Arts 
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Information for Families 
 If your son or daughter supports someone in their family, then there is support here for them. 

 Referring is easy, all we require is basic contact information and the nature of the caring they are 
undertaking and who it is for. 

 We have trained staff who will meet and work with them to complete an action plan. The plan is their hopes 
and aspirations for the near future. 

 For an informal chat about ESYC and how you can access the services please phone the Hub on 0300 777 
2011 (local rate) or we can email a link to our online referral form to you. 

 

Being a Young Carer? 
 Are you at Primary or Secondary School? 
 Aged 5-18? 
 Do you help look after someone at home because they cannot look after themselves? 
 

What does being a Young Carer mean? 
Being a Young Carer can affect your life in many ways. 
 It can make you feel different, but that's okay. 
 You may find that you can't concentrate at school or college, and that you don't have as much time to study. 
 It could be hard to keep up with your friends. You may have to cancel plans to look after the person you 

care for. 
 Sometimes it can feel like being a carer has taken over your life. 
 You may also be worried about what's happening at home. 
 You may feel angry with the person you are looking after. 
 You may feel neglected, and then feel guilty for feeling that way. 

 

Being a Young Carer is a big responsibility and that can sometimes be really hard, but positive things can also 
come out of the experience. Things like becoming closer to the person you care for, learning new skills and 
feeling more mature. 
 

Any further questions or support please contact mrshillsa@strichardscc.com 
 

Are you interested in Teaching? 
If you are interested in training to teach, why not consider Thrive Teaching School Alliance as your training provider?  
Alongside the University of Sussex, based in Brighton, we offer a School Direct route into teaching which awards you 
a PGCE and Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) upon its completion. 
 

Within Thrive Teaching School Alliance, we have many training places available at St Richard’s and within our other 
partner schools of Robertsbridge Community College, Claverham Community College and a selection of primary 
schools for September 2018. Currently these are for the full range of secondary subjects. For some subjects, funding 
is also available. Applications are now open on UCAS. 
 

Have a look on the college’s website under ‘Teaching Schools, Initial Teacher Training’ or contact: 
mrswoode@strichardscc.com for more information. 
 
 
 

 

 
Need somewhere quiet to complete homework? Why not come to Prep Club one or two nights a 

week? Supervised by a member of staff. 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather than at 

home. 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available as well 

as plenty of books! 
 

mailto:mrshillsa@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com
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Library News 
 

Exam Equipment Please note, Year 11s – you will need pens, pencils, rubbers, highlighters, maths 

equipment and clear pencil cases for your exams. These are available to purchase at cost price from the 
Shop-in-a-Box in the Library – please don’t leave your purchases until the last minute. I cannot guarantee 
to have what you need on the day of the exam. 
 

Shop-in-a-Box Price List 

Pens – Ballpoint, Blue/Black/ 
Red/Green 

15p Exercise Book Covers - 
small/large   

27p/35p 

 

Pens - Handwriting, blue/black 17p Protractors 8p 

Purple Pens 25p Pair of compasses 30p 

Highlighters 28p Clear Pencil Cases 70p 

Pencils 10p   Geometry Sets £2.00 

Glue Sticks 25p Note pads 30p 

Pencil Sharpeners 8p Paperclips (10) 5p 

Erasers 15p Baby Stapler £1.10 

Tracing Paper, per sheet 10p Staples, box of 5000 50p 

Rulers - long/short 15p/9p Poly pockets (10 ) 15p 

Coloured Pencils, set of 12 55p In-ear headphones £4.00 

Scissors (right or left handed) 32p Calculator £10.00 

Sticky Tape, roll 20p   
 

Film Club News Film Clubbers have recently 

enjoyed two very different films: The Eagle 
Huntress, a foreign language world cinema film 

set in Mongolia, with Yurts, Yaks and Golden Eagles, an inspiring documentary 
of one girl’s struggle for equality in the wild Mongolian steps. This astonishing 
film is really worth watching – and the pupils loved it! Into the Storm provided 
a real contrast, with tornado chasers in the American mid-west. This family story had bravery and tragedy 
along the way, really scary special effects and a bonus feature showing how they were achieved. Hiding 
behind cushions was much in evidence! 
        

Quote of the Month ‘I still believe in 398.2.’ This quote refers to the Dewey Decimal 

system. There will be a small prize for the first pupil to tell me what it means! 
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian   
 

Congratulations to…  
 

Lottie Long, 10L, and Natasha Morrison, 10L, have both completed their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award recently. In order to achieve this they both learnt to ride and look after 
horses, played tennis and volunteered at Barby Keel’s animal sanctuary for over a year, 
cleaning out the rabbits every Sunday morning. 
 

Leon Ercegovic, 8L, recently competed at the Acrobay Inter-Regional 
Championship in Southampton with his partner for Acro. They were up 
against clubs from across the UK, which was a first for them. They finished a 
very respectful 6th place across the UK and achieved a personal best. Last 
weekend Leon was in Telford for the English Tumbling Silver Championship. 
He only just learnt a new move on Wednesday and performed it for the first 
time on Friday night. He came home with a new move and a silver medal in a 
tough competition with participants from across the UK. 
 

Abigail Dolding, 7I, has made it into the under 14s football team at Brighton and Hove 
Albion.  
 

Dominic Carey, 10F, who has completed his Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award this week. 
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Chaplaincy News 
 

 

We are fast approaching the Feast of Pentecost on Sunday, 20th May. Pentecost, the birthday of 
the Church, commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles, empowering them for 
their mission and gathering them together as a church. In Term six we will be gathering as a 
church community on a number of occasions and we look forward to those times when we come 
together in faith. We remember, especially in prayer, all the pupils who are preparing for 
Confirmation with Bishop Richard in the coming weeks, may the Holy Spirit guide them at this 
particular moment in their journey of faith. We also pray for all those preparing to sit their 
exams: may they be inspired and strengthened to give of their best. Come Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Amen. 
 

Easter Services: For this year’s annual Easter service we focused on ‘The cross of Jesus Christ 
as being central to the Christian faith.’ We made a link to our Advent Service ‘of turning back to 
Jesus,’ reminding pupils that it is not just at Christmas we can turn to Jesus. The Music, Drama 
and Dance departments, once again, put in a huge amount of work to create a service that was 
both thought provoking and reflective. My thanks to Mrs Dunster, Mrs Knight, Ms Mason and Mrs 
Byrne for their contributions. Well done to the Drama group, Dance Company and our many 
musicians and singers who gave us all something to take away and think about during the Easter 
celebrations in our Parishes.  
 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils: Each Friday, at 8.10am, Mass is celebrated in A3. 
Both pupils and staff are most welcome to attend. If you know someone you would like to be 
remembered at Mass, for whatever reason, then do just let me know and I will include them in 
the intentions of the Mass.  
 

Form and Year services: Already this term, a number of forms have had their services. I was 
lucky to be able to attend 8I’s service with Deacon Ian. This was a wonderful, well prepared 
service on the theme of Self-Acceptance which was beautifully explored by the group. In Term 
6, we have 7I, 8H, 9S and 10S form services and I am looking forward to helping them prepare 
for these. 

 

Liturgy Reps: As we reach the GCSE exams, our Year 11 Liturgy Reps now take a backseat in 
order to concentrate on their exam preparation. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them for their work with the chaplaincy. Some of them have been Reps since Year 7, and have 
been vital to the work of the chaplaincy. I wish them all well in 
their exams and their future plans. In particular I would like to 
thank my Liturgy Captain, Chris Varghese, and Deputy, Katie 
Nash. Chris has been a stalwart supporter of all the liturgical 
events in school in his 5 years here and he will be hugely missed. 
Katie has pushed herself outside her comfort zone with reading in 
services and other jobs this year and the effort has not gone 
unnoticed. I wish them well in the future and will continue to 
pray for their success.  
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Parish Mass: We were delighted to be able to go to St 
Martha’s Church this term. Having had to cancel in Term 
3 due to unforeseen events, it was a delight to be able to 
support their First Holy Communion Mass instead. My 
thanks as always to the wonderful Mrs Knight and the 
Dance Company for providing a beautiful liturgical dance 
for the Psalm. It gave the First Communion candidates an 
opportunity to see what they can get involved in with 

when they come to 
join us at St Richard’s 
in a few years’ time. 
The wonderfully talented Choir were once again a great 
support with Mrs Byrne and Xavier Ralph providing the music. 
Xavier’s younger brother was one of the candidates receiving 
First Holy Communion so it was lovely to have him play for it. 
My thanks to the staff who came along to support what was a 
lovely community celebration. 
 

Finally, Ben Stotesbury-Byrne and Maisie Edwards took a 
break from their studies for their first GCSE exam to support 
the Choir. Both have contributed so much to the liturgical life 
of the school over their 5 years in St Richard’s and I would 
like to extend a personal thank you from the Chaplaincy team 
and clergy to them for their efforts. Many congratulations to 
the children of St Martha’s on receiving their First Holy 
Communion and may the blessings of God be with them as 
they begin their journey with Christ. 
 

Future Events: In Term 6 we have a number of Liturgical 
events: St Richard’s Day and SS Peter and Paul Holy Day of 

Obligation, I encourage pupils to come and see me if they would like to be involved in reading 
or serving at these Services/Masses. 
 

Good Shepherd Celebration and Secondary Pilgrimage: On Friday, 18th May I will be taking a 
small group of Year 8, 9 and 10 Liturgy Reps to the Secondary Pilgrimage with Bishop Richard in 
Arundel Cathedral. This will now be an annual event and we look forward to meeting up with 
pupils from other Catholic secondary schools in our diocese. In Term 6, Year 7 Liturgy Reps will 
be attending the Good Shepherd Celebration in Worth Abbey with primary and secondary schools 
from across the diocese. I look forward to reporting back on these events in our next 
newsletter. 
 

God Bless    

Jo Doyle 
Miss Jo Doyle – Lay Chaplain (missdoylej@strichardscc.com)  
 

 

 
 
 
  

School Uniform/Equipment Ordering 
A school uniform and equipment price list and order form can now be viewed/downloaded on the school 
website at the following link: https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/ 
 

Uniform/equipment can also be ordered and paid for on-line using the following link (which can be found 
beneath the school uniform order form): https://www.scopay.com/login.html 
 

To use this on-line payment system you need to request login details from the Finance Office, if you have not 
already done so. Payments are processed securely through Worldpay. Please email: 
finance@strichardscc.com for login details.   
 

Uniform can also be purchased by pupils from Mrs O’Brien. Payment can be made by cash or cheque.  In 
preparation for Term 6, please can jumpers with holes in them be replaced and, in some cases, 
replacement skirts be purchased for girls who are growing taller. 

mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/
https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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PE Department News 
 

PE NEWS 
 

Girls’ Football - Champions 

The Year 8&9 team won the area tournament at Claverham beating 

Helenswood, Hastings Academy and Bexhill Academy, without conceding 

a goal! This is the 4th year in a row we have been crowned Area Football 

Champions! 
 

The Year 7 Team were runners up, losing in the final on penalties after drawing 1-1 with 

Hastings Academy and beating Claverham and Helenswood. Well done to all involved: a 

great achievement! 
  

Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 Girls Area Basketball Tournament  

Each team played Helenswood, Hastings Academy, St 

Leonard's Academy, Bexhill Academy, Claverham and Rye 

College.  
 

Year 7 - 3rd place 

Year 8 - WINNERS! 

Year 9 - 5th place 

Year 10 - 3rd place  

 
 

 

 

Miss Easton, Girls PE Teacher 

 

The winning Year 8 & 9 team The Year 7 team 

The Year 7 team The Year 9 team The Year 10 team 

The winning Year 8 team 
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Rugby  

I'm extremely proud of the Year 10 rugby 

team. There is very strong competition 

locally with this particular year group, but 

with power, speed and some exceptionally 

well placed kicks from Sam Carter, the 

boys reached the final of their rugby 

competition to face Bexhill Academy. We 

held our own against a Bexhill team 

predominantly made up of club players. 

The game was 5-5 for a significant amount 

of time before Bexhill scored a couple of late tries to win the match. 
 

Football 

The last match of the football season was the 

Year 7B final against Seaford. Unfortunately, the 

boys lost 2-0, but they should hold their heads up 

high as they have had an amazing season that led 

them all the way to the final. Seaford might have 

won more convincingly if it wasn't for the 'cat like' 

reactions of Harris Thorogood-Swoffer in goal. 
 

Super Sixes Golf 

St Richard's were victorious in the Hastings area 

schools extreme golf competition held at the 

Cooden Beach Golf Club. Our team of 6 (Louis 

Byrne, Bradley Ayres, Daniel Pickles, Joseph Gaymer, Fergal Crichton-Coote and George 

Murphy) fought off a strong Buckswood team to win the competition. We will now go on 

to the Sussex School Games finals on Wednesday, 27th June at Cottersmore Golf Club. 

1st - St Richard’s 72 points 

2nd - Buckswood 76 points 

3rd - William Parker 78 points 

4th - TSLA 87 points. 
 

Basketball round-up 

Our basketball teams finished off the season emphatically with 

some exciting matches and some very pleasing results. The 

entire squad for each year group should be congratulated for 

their efforts. All games were played at a ferocious pace and 

regular substitutions were required to ensure we kept a high 

tempo to our play in all of the games. The most recent results 

are shown below. 
 

Year 7 

Won against The Hastings Academy 56 - 4.  

Won against Claverham 22 - 0. 

Won against St Leonard's Academy 29 - 2. 
 

Year 8 

Won against Claverham 12 - 2. 

Lost against St Leonard's Academy 13 - 9.  
 

Year 9 

Won against Robertsbridge 20 - 15. 

Won against William Parker 32 - 14. 

Lost against St Leonard's Academy 7 - 24.  
 

 

The Year 7 team 

The Year 8 team 
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Year 10 

Won against The Hastings Academy 49 - 25. 
 

Year 11 

Won against The Hastings Academy 45 - 29.  

Perhaps the most exciting match of the entire 

season was our Year 11 match against 

Claverham, we won 31 - 29 in overtime! 
 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader for PE 

 
 

PE DEPARTMENT – CLUBS/PRACTICES (MAY-JULY 2018) 

 After School 1 After School 2 After School 3 

Lunchtime 

(starting Monday, 

25th June) 

Monday Badminton 
BTEC Sport 

Intervention 

Dance 

Company 

Fitness Work Out by 

Invitation 

Tuesday 

Year 10  

GCSE PE 

Intervention 

Show Rehearsal KS4 Dance 
Table Tennis 

All Years 

Wednesday 
Rounders Club  

All Years 
Show Rehearsal  

Table Tennis  

All Years 

Thursday 
Athletics Club 

All Years 
Show Rehearsal  

Fitness Work Out by 

Invitation 

Friday 
Cricket Club 

All Years 

Boys’ Dance 

Company  
 

Fitness Work Out by 

Invitation 

 

The Year 11 team 
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2017/2018 (as at May 2018) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

Last Day of Term Five Friday, 25th May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 4th June 2018 
PTFA meeting Monday, 4th June (7:00pm) 
Year 10 WEX Preparation Day Tuesday, 5th June 
Year 9 Reports to Parents/Carers Wednesday, 6th June 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 14th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening - September 2018 admissions Wednesday, 20th June (7:00pm) 
MUFTI Day for the Summer Fayre Thursday, 21st June 
Year 11 GCSE Exams end Friday, 22nd June 
INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) Monday, 25th June 
Year 10 Work Experience Week Week commencing Monday, 25th June 
New Intake Days Wednesday, 27th to Friday, 29th June 
Year 11 Prom Thursday, 28th June (6:00pm)  
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 30th June (11.00am-2.00pm) 
BLOCK Day Tuesday, 3rd July 
Year 10 Reports to Parents/Carers Wednesday, 4th July 
CREST Awards Evening Thursday, 5th July (6:00pm) 
Sports Day Wednesday, 11th July 
Summer Production Tuesday, 10th, Wednesday, 11th, Thursday, 12th and 

Friday, 13th July (evening performances) 
End of Term Six for pupils Thursday, 19th July at 1.15pm  
End of Term Six for staff Friday, 20th July  
 

Academic Year 2018/2019 (as at May 2018) 
Start of term for Staff Monday, 3rd September 2018 
Start of term for Years 7 and 11 Wednesday, 5th September 2018 
Start of term for Years 8, 9 and 10 Thursday, 6th September 2018 
 

Newsletter Acknowledgement 
Don’t forget to sign the newsletter acknowledgement no. 6 located in your son/daughter’s journal. 

 

 

Please note that all pupils should be on the school premises by 8.40am each day  
so that they are ready for a prompt start to registration or assembly. 

 

 

Summer Fayre Raffle Tickets 
Your son/daughter should have come home with Summer Fayre raffle tickets. The PTFA would be 

grateful if you could please try and sell these raffle tickets to raise funds for equipment for the new 
sports hall. Please return money, stubs and any unsold tickets by Monday, 25th June.  

The draw will take place at the Summer Fayre. Thank you. 
 

Tesco Bags of Help Token Scheme 
St Richard’s has been fortunate to be selected to benefit from the blue token scheme running from 1st 
May to 30th June at Tesco, Ravenside in Bexhill-on-Sea. Any money raised will be donated to purchase 

sports equipment for the new 4 court sports hall to be built by October 2018. 
How can you support? Encourage all your family and friends to place their blue token in the St Richard’s 
Box in Tesco at Ravenside. We can receive up to £4,000 which will be a great help in providing our pupils 
with some quality equipment. If you live in Hastings or Eastbourne please bring your blue token into 

school and hand it/them to Miss Cronin or Reception. 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. All pupils in a family 

need to have a signature from a parent/carer to indicate that the newsletter has been read. 

The acknowledgement is in the journal. It is important that this is signed within a week of publication, 

particularly when we have a planned half-day closure. If you would prefer to continue to receive a 

paper copy of the newsletter then please email your details to Mrs Klein 

(mrskleink@strichardscc.com), indicating whether you would prefer an A4 or A5 edition. 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

