
POST-GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION  

(DEVELOPING RESEARCH LEADERSHIP IN SCHOOLS) 

 

This award-bearing course will be of interest to head teachers who want their staff to become research-engaged 

and for their school to become ‘knowledge producing’. It does this by training nominated members of staff to 

become capacity builders and leaders of research enterprise, while also becoming experts in the design, 

implementation and application of research in school. The course is perfectly positioned to enable participating 

schools to achieve the highest quality in terms of the 2016 National Standards for Continuing Professional 

Development.  

 

HOW IT WORKS 

Schools nominate two willing teachers to participate on behalf of the school, offering sponsorship of fees (£2,556 in 

2017-8). Smaller schools can participate by collaborating as a cluster. Students attend 15 twilight campus-based 

sessions between September and May with other ongoing engagement through our virtual learning environment. 

They study two modules: 

 Developing Research Leadership and Enquiry 

 Research Methods  

At school, the nominees adopt a high profile role in leading the research engagement of other staff, applying their 

studies to build professional learning communities. The benefits of the course to schools are many: 

 The nominees’ training cascades down to other colleagues 

 The nominees become middle leaders and in many cases develop new perspectives of education and career 

 The wider staff are drawn into and stimulated by research-engagement and more reflective teaching, 

furthering in their own professional development and improving teaching and learning 

 The school builds a base of research evidence to inform its strategies for school improvement. 

 

PROGRESSION 

The course is available from September 2018. It carries 60 Masters level credits.  On completion, nominees can 

choose to continue further study towards a full MA in Education.  

SUSSEX RESEARCH NETWORK 

Since 2014 eight secondary schools have sponsored nominees on this programme, linking together as the Sussex 

Research Network. The University tutor for each nominee also acts as a ‘critical friend’ to school leadership. 

 

For further information contact: Dr Robert Rosenthal, r.d.rosenthal@sussex.ac.uk, 07941 909914 
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