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NNeewwsslleetttteerr  NNoo..  55  ––  MMaarrcchh  22001188  
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

There has been much to celebrate this term, along with lots of activities inside and outside the classroom.  
 

I was very pleased to hear from the SSAT that the 2017 GCSE outcomes have led to the school achieving two Awards for 
being in the top 10% of non-selective schools nationally for attainment and progress. An Award ceremony will take place in 
June. Well done to the staff and pupils involved. Last week, it was lovely to see the smiling, proud faces of the Dance 
Company who had returned from the Regional Finals of the Great Big Dance Off with first, second and fifth position. This is 
an excellent, well-deserved achievement for the Dance Company and Mrs Knight who choreographed all three groups. We 
now have a lovely new trophy to add to our collection. The first and second prize winning groups will now compete in the 
National Finals in July. To mark Science Week, a number of pupils set off to the University to participate in a STEM challenge 
involving wooden cars. I am pleased to say that they also returned with a trophy for coming second. We are also pleased to 
have received the Artsmark Gold Award for the range of activities involving the Performing Arts and we now have the Space 
Mark Gold Award celebrating the vast range of activities related to space that not only our pupils experience but primary 
school pupils too. 
 

Other moments of pride this term include: the Music Showcase which celebrated the musical talents of pupils in all year 
groups; the range of activities to support Science Week including the ‘whodunnit’ play performed mainly by staff; the 
involvement of the choir in the Deanery Day for Priests and headteachers; the range of enterprise activities organised by 
the Year 10 Business Studies group which included fundraising for charity, and the Parish Mass at St Thomas of Canterbury 
where pupils sang their hearts out and presented the Liturgy eloquently. The Parish Priest, Father Miceál, said the pupils 
had really touched his heart as a result of their reverence. 
 

Other extra-curricular events this term included: visits to the University for physics talks, STEM competitions and a science 
show at St Mary’s Special School; a Performing Arts workshop by a rising Pop Star; Book Award presentations and Book Day 
events; a theatre trip for Year 11 pupils and two theatre performances for Lower School; Fairtrade activities and other 
sponsored events; the Year 7 & 8 Disco organised by the PTFA; careers talks and workshops, including the involvement of 
our alumni; sports fixtures, DofE activities and lots of extra-curricular clubs. Can I, once again, reiterate the importance of all 
pupils developing their talents and passions beyond the classroom and thank staff for leading such a variety of enrichment 
activities. 
 

Can I thank all those parents who endeavoured to get their children to school during adverse weather. There are reminders 
of what to do in this newsletter and I would just like to remind all parents that we will be open unless there is a health and 
safety risk. Hopefully, we can now look forward to some brighter, warmer weather. 
 

I am sure you will be pleased to hear that we now have a starting date of 9th July for the building of a pathway and four-
court sports hall on the field. The completion date is scheduled for the end of Term one which means we will have first class 
facilities for sport from Term two (November) of the new academic year. As the school has to provide 10% of all building 
costs (which keeps rising) I urge those parents/carers not already doing so to support the Governors’ Fund (details inside 
this newsletter). 
 

As we approach the end of the term, we say a fond farewell and thank you to Ms Gallagher, Mrs Carradine and Mr 
Carradine for all their hard work, contributions and dedication over the past 4 years. As they relocate and move on to new 
challenges, we wish them great success in their new roles. Ms Gallagher has successfully led numeracy initiatives and Maths 
Hub activities across the school and County; Mrs Carradine has been an outstanding teacher of maths and Mr Carradine has 
not only been an outstanding teacher of maths, but also an outstanding Pastoral Leader too. We also say goodbye and 
thank you to Miss Lucas for her 24 years of dedicated service to the PE department leading girls’ PE and contributing 
enthusiastically to a range of extra-curricular clubs. We shall mark her leaving in the summer term with a presentation from 
pupils and staff. Last week we welcomed back Mrs Byrne from her maternity leave and next week we welcome back Mrs 
Mead. Can I also, on your behalf, wish Mrs Dunster good luck as she begins her maternity leave today. Please rest assured 
that all vacancies have been filled with specialists. Finally, congratulations to Mrs Mountford and her husband who married 
in the February holiday surrounded by pupils and staff from St Richard’s. 
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Teaching and learning in Term 4 has focused very much on the consolidation of skills and knowledge as well as the use of 
feedback to close the gap. I would encourage all parents/carers to engage in conversations with their son/daughter on how 
they are responding to feedback to ensure that they are addressing areas for development. Effectiveness in responding to 
feedback will increase progress rates. 
 

Term 4 has covered the period of Lent and pupils have been involved in a range of fundraising activities and kind acts. On 
Wednesday, the annual Foodbank Walk took place with the whole community supplying items to be used by the Bexhill 
Foodbank. Next Wednesday, we have our annual Mufti Day for CAFOD with pupils asked to donate £1 by Tuesday to 
participate or £1.50 on Wednesday. 
 

The last day of term is Thursday, 29th March at 3.15pm. Services will be held during the day to mark Holy Week. The start of 
Term 5 is Monday, 16th April. Staff and I look forward to the return of the pupils revitalised and refreshed, ready for the 
opportunities and challenges of Term 5. 
 

Finally, on behalf of the whole college community, I would like to wish you and your family all the blessings of Easter. For 
those pupils and staff off to Space Camp have a fantastic time. Year 10 and 11: don’t forget to do plenty of revision! Year 11 
are also encouraged to attend the revision classes on offer in school during the Easter holidays. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

I hope that you will be as excited as we Governors are, at the prospect of a 

purpose built sports hall at St Richard’s. We are fortunate, at long last, to have 

received funding through the LCVAP programme. The funding provides us with 

a building, very nice but basic; it does not stretch to all the things that are 

needed that will enable us to optimise its potential such as storage facilities for 

equipment, the actual equipment, nets, goals, projector and screen etc. 
 

You will, no doubt, hear more about fundraising activities in due course, but at 

the moment I am asking you to consider something a bit different than putting 

your hands in your pockets. Do you work for a company that has a social or corporate 

responsibility scheme?  Many large employers have such a scheme and may be prepared to 

donate towards a worthwhile cause, or sponsor something in particular that could help equip our 

sports hall. Even if your employer does not have a formal scheme they might wish to support 

something that is important to the children of you, their employee. 
 

If you are in work, please would you consider approaching your employer to see whether they 

could help. If they require more information from you on what exactly they could fund, please 

contact Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader of PE for some specific ideas. 
 

Wishing you all a reflective Holy Week and a very Happy Easter. 
 

God bless 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

As we approach Easter I would like to reflect upon the journey Year Seven have made thus far 

and praise them for their continued hard work. They have a real identity in college and I am 

proud of the way they continue to lead the way in attendance and achievement. In Term Four 

we have focussed our assemblies on the idea of sacrifice and putting our Faith into action. In 

particular, making a difference to those around us. As usual I would like to thank parents/carers for 

their support in contributing to fundraising activities ranging from the World Book Day dress up to 

cake sales or from the PTFA disco to sponsored runs. A big push has been to make new friends 

and to check on one another. 
 

When we return after Easter we start the summer terms and I am challenging Year Seven to 

become more independent in their studies and organisation. The year is going very fast and 

before we know it they will be in Year Eight. To support your son/daughter can I ask that you 

regularly check their homework schedule on Show My Homework and have signed up to the 

School Comms system. If you are struggling to log on to either of these please contact me and I 

will help you. 
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PSHEe for Term Five will consist of the following themes: British Values, peer pressure, my history, 

Drugs Alcohol Tobacco Education and Citizenship and Parliament. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 mrblighj@strichardscc.com 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

PSHEe: Our programme of presentations from East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service has now 

concluded, with every form group having a valuable and appropriate session on safety. The 

pupils are now covering work on drugs, alcohol and tobacco, and also examining 

citizenship/diversity issues. Mrs Adams also organised a careers workshop for our Year 8 pupils to 

participate in earlier this week. 
 

Fundraising: Thank you to the Year 8 pupils who are 

continuing to organise charity events this year and, in 

particular, during Lent in aid of CAFOD, the British Heart 

Foundation and Cancer Research. Various cake sales and 

sponsored events have been organised by members of 

the year group and we enjoyed the ‘Just Dance’ Inter 

Form Challenge yesterday, organised by 8L and Mr Howe. 

Congratulations and thank you to Bethany Read in 8I who 

has raised £228 and donated some of her hair to the Little 

Princess Trust, a charity which provides real hair wigs for 

children suffering from hair loss.  
 

Year 8 Reports: I hope you found your child’s report informative and that they are working hard 

and making progress, whilst contributing to extra-curricular activities and the life of the school. The 

parental survey findings will be addressed in our next newsletter. 
 

Thank you for all your efforts this term and may I wish you and your families a happy and peaceful 

Easter. 
 

Miss Easton, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (misseastonk@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

Writing my last newsletter fills me with mixed emotions. It has been a privilege and a challenge to 

look after the pupils at St Richard’s. Picking up the current Year 9 as they completed their first year 

and to see them flourish and grow on their journey towards KS4 has been rewarding. I wish them 

the very best with their final two furlongs and the GCSE years ahead. 
 

Charity Work: The Lenten period has seen the launch of ‘Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction’ to raise 

money for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. In memory of our beloved Sophie Taylor, who 

passed away on 5th April last year, the creation of artwork mirrors one of her many favourite 

activities and talents. The concept is simple; absolutely anyone can create a piece of artwork on 

a blank postcard and hand it in to school by Monday, 14th May. Blank postcards are available for 

a £1 donation from school and have been pre-printed on the reverse by CUSTARD print in 

Eastbourne, who generously donated them. Once you’ve completed your artwork, you simply 

complete the reverse side by giving it a name, writing your name and signing it. All postcards will 

be auctioned on eBay in Term 6, starting from £1. Please do also look to bid on the artwork. We 

are hoping to get some famous names involved too. Who knows, you may snap up an original 

Quentin Blake…or maybe with less luck a Mr Carradine! 
 

9S and Mrs White are fundraising by organising a sponsored walk/run during PE in the last week of 

term in memory of Sophie Taylor. Pupils may purchase a mint coloured ribbon, one of Sophie’s 

favourite colours, to again raise money for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. 
 

As mentioned previously, Year 9 are completing the ’40 Bags in 40 Days’ for Oxfam. Please help 

your child bring in one saleable item by Tuesday, 27th March to donate. 
 

Update…a correction to the date announced in the last newsletter, the ‘Wear a Hat Day’ for 

‘Brain Tumour Research’ will be on Tuesday, 27th March. Please encourage your child to wear 

absolutely any hat and donate. There will be various prizes on the day for a variety of categories 

mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
mailto:misseastonk@strichardscc.com


4 

of hats. Please have a look at www.braintumourresearch.org to find out more and to get some 

hat ideas.    
 

PSHEe: Pupils enjoyed a variety of careers workshops at the start of Term 4, organised by Mrs 

Adams. Term 4 lessons have taken the pupils through a series of lessons focussing on careers 

education. Moving into Term 5, the content will focus on Citizenship including: Human Rights, 

Children’s Rights, Responsibilities, Identities, Diversities and Common Values. 
 

Liturgy: Identity was the focus of the assembly performed by 9H on Friday, 2nd February. Miss 

Auzinger’s class coupled the pupils’ individual identities with their common identity as pupils of our 

school and members of our community. You may well know that Mrs Dunster is expecting her first 

baby shortly and with her arrival in mind, 9L produced and presented an assembly on New 

Beginnings. On behalf of all the pupils, I would like to wish Mrs Dunster the very best for her 

maternity leave. 
 

Trips & Extra-curricular: At the high and potentially costly risk of missing a name out, I will take the 

easier option of congratulating ALL of the Year 9 pupils who participated in the ‘Time to Dance’ 

spectacle at the White Rock Theatre in Hastings on Wednesday, 7th February. The pupils were 

outstanding in this non-competitive celebration. On Monday, 12th March, the same pupils went 

from strength to strength and competed in ‘The Great Big Dance Off’ at Leigh Halls in Folkestone.  

I am sure the details will be printed in this newsletter, but I can tell you they swept the board and 

many pupils are through to the National Finals.  See more at: www.thegreatbigdanceoff.com   
 

And Finally: Mrs Carradine and I will soon relocate and start a new journey with our family. I 

encourage the pupils to seek challenges and grasp opportunities being mindful that life is not a 

dress rehearsal, this is it! May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support and wish all the 

children the very best in the future.   
 

Mr Carradine, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

It is with sadness that we are saying goodbye to Mrs Carradine at the end of Term 4. I would like to 

personally thank Mrs Carradine for all of her hard work and support with 10U. I know that they 

have appreciated the love and care she has given them. The Year 10 pupils, pastoral team and I 

are going to miss her. On behalf of her form and all involved with Year 10, I would like to wish her 

and her family every success in the exciting challenges ahead. 
 

Rewards:  Throughout Year 10, pupils have collected ‘achievement points’ of which you have 

been notified by the School Gateway App. I am delighted to highlight 

some exceptional performances from: Isabelle Pilon, Abbie Pinnington, 

Sinnead Singson, Allysha Nhanda, Isabella Gibbons, Joseph Neilan, 

Gregory Blake, Ashlin Davidson, Dominic Sharp, William Brown and 

Christian Whiteley.  
 

Charity: 10U’s Mothers’ Day hamper raised £112.13 for ‘Get Neil Walking’. 

The hamper was won by Miss Chong! Well done to everyone who 

supported the event. 
 

PSHEe: Year 10 have been focussing on emotional health, eating 

disorders, anxiety and depression in 

Term 4, with a particular focus on 

stopping the negative stigma and 

encouraging discussion around these 

issues. 
 

Year 10 Mass: Year 10 had a lovely 

Year Service on the theme of forgiveness. Thank you to Fr 

Gerard for celebrating the Mass and all the musicians, readers 

and servers. Special thanks to Jo and Mrs Byrne for organising. 
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have been lucky enough to have a wide 

range of speakers in during Term 4. Sussex Coast College were 

invited in to promote the provision available in Hastings and gave a motivational and informative 

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
http://www.thegreatbigdanceoff.com/
mailto:mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com
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talk on selecting the correct courses post-16. Mr Steele and Mr Holloway delivered two excellent 

assemblies as part of our pupil voice programme on the themes of ‘Giving up’ and ‘Charity’. The 

pupils have also had a visit from ‘the Challenge Team’ on sexual relationships outside of marriage 

and the consequences of promiscuity, which was once again a superb presentation. Finally, the 

topic of ‘Our House Saints’ was delivered to the year group by Mrs Carradine in her final assembly 

with 10U. The assembly was well received by the year group.  
 

Mock Exams: The Year 10 mock examinations commence on Wednesday, 2nd May and end on 

Friday, 11th May. Year 10 should have already begun to revise for these. The timetable has been 

shared with pupils on SMHW and in paper format. The timetable will be sent out to parents via 

School Comms. Pupils are expected to come prepared for their exams with all equipment 

required.  
 

Week 1 

Date Session 1 (P1&2) Session 2 (P3&4) Session 3 (P5&6) 

Wednesday, 
2nd May 

History Paper 1 
1hr 20mins 
Geography Paper 1 
1hr 15mins 

Business Studies 
1hr 30mins 
Sports Studies Paper 1 
1hr 15mins 
Music 
1hr 15mins 

French Reading & Listening 
Foundation: 45 mins + 35 mins 
Higher: 60 mins + 45 mins 
 

Thursday, 3rd 
May 

English Literature 
2hr 15mins 

Independent revision in P3+4 
English Lessons. Bring 
revision resources. 

Maths Paper 1 (Non 
Calculator) 
1hr 30mins 

Friday,  
4th May 

English Language 
2hr 15mins 

Independent revision in P3 
Maths + P4 Languages. 
Bring revision resources.  

Science (Biology) 
Double Option 1hr 15mins 
Triple Option 1hr 45mins 

Week 2 

Day/Date Session 1 (P1&2) Session 2 (P3&4) Session 3 (P5&6) 

Monday, 
7th May 

Bank Holiday – school closed 

Tuesday, 
8th May 

History Paper 2 
1hr 15mins 
Geography Paper 2 
1hr 15mins 

Computer Science 
1hr 30mins 
Media Studies 
1hr 30mins 

German Reading & Listening 
Foundation: 45mins + 35mins 
Higher: 60 mins + 45 mins 

Wednesday, 
9th May 

Science (Chemistry) 
Double Option 1hr 15mins 
Triple Option 1hr 45mins 

Spanish Reading & 
Listening  
Foundation: 45mins + 
35mins 
Higher:  60mins + 45mins 

Technology - Resistant 
Materials 
2hrs 
Food Nutrition and Preparation 
1hr 45mins 
Drama (Exam in Hall)  
1hr 45mins 

Thursday, 
10th May 

Maths Paper 2 
(Calculator) 
1hr 30mins 

Holy Day of Obligation – 
Feast of the Ascension 

R.E. 
1 hr 45mins 

Friday 11th 
May 

French/Spanish/ German 
Writing 
Foundation: 60mins 
Higher: 1hr 15mins 

Sports Studies Paper 2 
1hr 15mins 

Science (Physics) 
Double Option 1hr 15mins 
Triple Option 1hr 45mins 

 

Homework: All pupils should be checking Show My Homework daily. It has come to my attention 

that some pupils are organising and completing their homework by date due rather than by date 

set as encouraged to avoid any organisational issues arising. All homework should be completed 

to the required standard and be complete and handed in on time. Homework should be taking a 

minimum of 45 minutes per piece in Year 10. Once again a reminder, that if all homework is 
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complete, pupils should be spending time reviewing their work or revising for any tests. If your child 

is struggling with organisation or not completing the homework due to understanding, then Prep 

Club and Prep Club Plus run every week, Monday to Thursday, after school to further support 

pupils with their homework.  
 

Many thanks, in anticipation, for your continued support and wishing you an enjoyable and restful 

Easter break. 
 

Mr Campbell, Pastoral Leader Year 10 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

Parent Consultation Evening: Firstly I would like to thank you for your attendance (88%) at last 

term's Year 11 Parents' evening. I would also like to thank all of you who took the time to fill out 

the survey, and for all the compliments and gratitude expressed in the final section. Feedback 

from the parental survey from parents’ evening: 
 97% of you feel your child is coping with the demands of GCSEs well or very well. 

 96% of you commented that your child has made steady to rapid progress in their learning this 

academic year. 

 46% of you think that your son/daughter is spending 1-2 hours on homework each evening and 

50% of you think more than 2 hours is being being spent on homework. 

 The most common forms of revision you have observed are using textbooks, past papers, 

attending after school revision, using Maths Watch and revision websites. 

 50% of you commented that your son/daughter needed further help with advice and support 

with approaches to revision and exam technique. This has occurred this week with Mrs Bligh 

organising a revision workshop during PSHEe. 

 96% of you think no further help is needed with making post-16 choices for September. 

 100% of the responses feel that summative reports were timely and helpful. 

 Comments about the reports included that more pastoral comments would be useful and that 

concerns and problems have been responded to quickly by staff. 

 100% of you had no concerns about bullying, use of Social Media and Substance misuse. 

 In the further comments section it was commented that: 

1. My daughter has flourished at this school  

2. Brilliant support with revision and exam preparation  

3. Thank you for all your hard work. 

4. Thanks for all your help and support over the last years. St Richard’s is an amazing school. 

5. Parents have more concerns in Year 11 so perhaps 2 parents’ evenings are needed? 
  
Revision: I would like to pass on a few tips for helping organise your child for revision. It is vital that 

revision schedules begin as soon as possible: 
1.   Encourage your child to have revision folders, preferably plastic A4 and to clear their bags 

regularly so they do not lose important handouts and information from lessons. 
2.    Try to help choose at least one good revision aid for each subject - book, app or web based 

resource. 
3.   Agree the balance between work and social life e.g. revise more on certain days and have 

some free time available. 
4.   Consider a reward structure to motivate your child. The Prom is a good conduit for this. 
5.   Encourage the use of acronyms, picture stories (a clear and strong visual image, however 

absurd, that reminds you of prior learning) and mnemonics to help your child remember subject 

knowledge. 
6.   Encourage your son/daughter to take short exercises when revising: a walk, stretch, neck roll 

etc. 

7. Encourage your child to focus on topic areas where they struggle and to practise questions 

they would hate to see in the exam paper! 
I attach the revision timetable and also a provisional timetable for Easter holiday revision classes. 
  
Easter Holiday Revision Classes:  Revision classes have been well attended so far this term, but 

many pupils are not using all of the sessions available. I would urge you to talk to your 

son/daughter about this and urge them into attendance at every intervention and revision session 

available to them. Many subjects are making them mandatory. 

mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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Day Subject 

Tuesday, 3rd April History (11.00am-1.15pm) in Lab 7 – Mr Doherty & Mrs Campbell 
Geography (11.00am-1.15pm) in Lab 6 – Mrs Hoyle & Mr Howe 
German Speaking Prep (selected pupils) (11.00-1.15pm) – Miss Crawley 
Maths (9.00am-11.00am) in B8 – Mr Gallivan  

Wednesday, 4th April Maths (9.00am-12.00pm) in B8 – Mr Gallivan 

Thursday, 5th April Maths (9.00am-12.00pm) in B8 – Mr Gallivan 

Friday, 6th April Science (9.00am-12.00pm) in Lab 6 – Mr Lahache/Mr Tadros 

Monday, 9th April History (09.00am-11.30am) in Lab 7 – Mr Doherty (with guest speaker Mr 
Panton) 
Music (09.00am-12.00pm) in MU2 – Mrs Byrne 

Tuesday, 10th April Maths (9.00am-12.00pm) in B8 – Mr Gallivan 
Business Studies (12.00pm-2.00pm) in CIT – Mrs Forster-Simmons 

Wednesday, 11th April Maths (9.00am-12.00pm) in B8 – Mr Gallivan 

Thursday, 12th April Maths (9.00am-12.00pm) in B8 – Mr Gallivan 
German Speaking Prep (selected pupils) (12.00pm-3.00pm) in B5 – Miss 
Auzinger 

Friday, 13th April German Speaking Prep (selected pupils) (12.00pm-3.00pm) in B5 – Miss 
Auzinger 
English (am) in B12 – Miss Rowland’s class 

 

Profiles: All Year 11 pupils will be receiving their profile report sheet on Tuesday, 27th March. The 

pupils who re-took their mocks were punctual and the majority worked hard to complete them so 

I was pleased to see improvement for many in this final round of profiles. If your son/daughter is 

awarded a Certificate of Commendation – this is a marvellous achievement for these individuals. 

The majority of the year are making good progress. Pupils who are underperforming in a particular 

subject must now attend ALL revision sessions scheduled for that subject. Here they will receive the 

support needed to improve.  
 

Revision: All parents and pupils have been emailed home a copy of our revision timetable and it is 

included below. This shows what is happening and when. It is a fantastic tool to help support 

revision and I cannot thank the staff enough for putting on so many extra revision sessions. I 

strongly suggest that all pupils attend as many as possible. The timetable will be regularly updated 

on our website so please always check there to see if new sessions have been added. 
  
I would like to remind pupils and parents that we have the following online resources to help with 

the revision process: GCSEPod, Google Drive and Padlets. All can be accessed via the school 

website at home. Show My Homework has daily notifications about revision sessions and other 

events and I recommend regular checks by pupils and parents/carers. 
  
Before School & Lunchtime Revision Timetable 
  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before School 

English by invite 

from class teacher 

(Mrs Mountford) 

Maths in B8 (Mr 

Gallivan) 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths in B8 (Mr 

Gallivan) 
 

GCSE Higher Maths 

in L2 (Mrs 

Crampton) 
 

Reg Maths in A3 

(Miss Machin)  

Maths in B8 (Mr 

Gallivan) 

GCSE Foundation 

Maths in B7 (Mr 

Campbell) 
 

Reg Maths in A3 

(Miss Machin) 

Lunchtime 

German Booster 

1.00-1.20pm in B5 

(Miss Auzinger) 

 

History Booster 

12.50-1.05pm in 

A11 (Mrs 

Campbell) 

French Booster 

1.10-1.30pm 

B14 and B15 (Miss 

Chong & Mrs 

Herring) 
 

German Booster 

1.00-1.20pm in B5 

(Miss Crawley) 

GCSE Higher Maths 

in Tech 3  
 

GCSE Higher Maths 

in B6 
 

German Booster 

1.00-1.20pm in B5 

(Miss Auzinger) 

French Booster 

1.00-1.20pm in B14 

(Miss Chong) 
 

German Booster 

1.00-1.20pm in B5 

(Miss Crawley) 
 

Geography 

Booster in A10 

12.50-1.05pm 

Textiles CAT in 

Tech 4 (Mrs 

Handrihan) 
 

French Booster in 

B4 (Mrs Howis) 
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Afterschool Revision Sessions 
Week 

Commencing 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

26th March 

16th April 

23rd April 

30th April 

7th May 

BTEC Sports 

Studies (Mr 

Varney) 
 

French 

speaking in B14 

(not running 

23rd or 30th 

April) 

 

Science in Lab 

5 (Mr Harwood) 
 

GCSE Higher 

Maths in B9 

(Miss Machin) 
 

Sports Studies in 

A1 (Mr Bligh) 

 

 

GCSE 

Foundation 

Maths in L1 (Mr 

Stickland) 
 

GCSE Higher 

Maths in L2 (Mrs 

Crampton) 
 

PD in Tech 1 

(Mrs Robertson) 
 

Textiles in Tech 

4 (Mrs 

Handrihan) 
 

Geography in 

A2 & A10 (Mr 

Howe, Mrs 

Hoyle & Mrs 

Massey) 

English 

supervised 

study in B11 
 

Business Studies 

in Graphics 

(Mrs Forster-

Simmons) 
 

Computer 

Science (not 

running 10th 

May)  
 

Textiles in Tech 

4 - Practical 

CAT (Mrs 

Handrihan) 
 

French 

speaking in B14 

(from 26th 

April) 

History in Lab 6 

& 7 3.15-

4.00pm (Mr 

Doherty, Mrs 

Campbell and 

Mrs Fegan) 
 

Drama 
 

DT (Resistant 

Materials) in  

Tech 1 (Mrs 

Robertson) 

Saturday, 28th April – History revision in Lab 7 (9.00-11.15am) 
 

Social: The Yearbook committee have been elected and, with the aid of their form tutors, are 

helping to collate the yearbook for each form. The price (provisionally) will be £7 for an A4 

wirebound copy. We will also be ordering leavers’ hoodies. If your son/daughter is interested in 

purchasing these items then there will be a letter home with an order form after Easter. 
  
Photos: Recently, Year 11 have had individual, form group and year group photographs taken. 

These will be handed out in Assembly or Form time as soon as they arrive. You can order all of 

them from www.successschools.co.uk or by phone on 01293 822211. 
  
Prefects: Prefects continue to do a great job and I am very grateful for all their help. 

Congratulations to Lottie Farnham, Chantelle Fullam and Mikey Gentry for recently achieving 

Prefect status. Mahir Mukith and Raymond Okoliko have been invaluable this term for kindness to 

younger pupils and preventing bullying. Olivia White, Emily Balaban and Eleanor Zillwood deserve 

praise for their mature and caring attitude to their peers. Other invaluable prefects are: Ben 

Stotesbury-Byrne, Maisie Edwards, Alexander Power, Lucy Sparkes, Helena Hudson, Alina Reji, 

Abbie Fairhurst, Panashe Makwiramiti, Arelle Walker, James Knight, Joshua Turner, Alfie 

Angella, Christian Scott-McWall, Poppy Derhun, Ethan Jones, Abigail Brown, Archie Ansell, Jasmine 

Lawes, Annabel Field, Mia Elliott, Mia-Bella Bonett, Martha Hellett, Oliver Glynn, Lara Lippin, Jake 

Ludlam, Stephanie Puri and Harry Wenham. 
 

Charity Fundraising: Well done to Lucinda Hamilton-Burns and her team for raising £270 for a 

Hastings Children’s charity with their Valentine’s Day singing and delivery activities. 
  
I will continue to email you at regular intervals.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 

any concerns. 
 

Mr Doherty, Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

 

At St Richard's, we are committed to working with pupils and their families to ensure 
that they receive support both within and beyond the classroom. One way we can help is 
to ensure that families eligible for free school meals receive them. St Richard's receives 
funding from the government for pupils who are eligible for free school meals and this 
money is used to provide extra support, for example, by supplying eligible pupils with 
free study guides, equipment and some funding for educational trips. This money helps 
to raise aspirations. To check if you are entitled, please read the information on our website: 

https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/ Alternatively, your child can pick up an application form 
from the Reception office for you to complete and return to County or to Mrs Hollands in Reception. The school can 
then use the Checking Service to confirm entitlement but you may need to show up-to-date proof that you meet the 
qualifying criteria. If approved, the entitlement will be credited daily to the cashless catering system. You can also 
check online to see if you qualify, in our new School Gateway app  

http://www.successschools.co.uk/
mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/
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Congratulations to…  
 

Megan Bassett, Year 11, has been an 
active member of East Sussex Pony 
Club for a number of years. She had 
a tremendous final year with her 
mounted games team which 
culminated with qualifying and 
competing at Championships last 
August. Megan has now focussed her 
equestrian attention on Tetrathlon which requires her to run, swim, 

shoot and ride a course of jumps. She recently participated in some specialist TET training 
in Warwickshire. Megan was delighted to ride in her first dressage competition for the 
school on Saturday, 27th January and during the February holiday she represented the 
school in her first Arena Eventing competition at Petley Wood Equestrian Centre near 
Battle.  
 

Jasmine Lawes of 11O is attending a US Aviation Camp at a US Airbase in Florida in April. 
 

George Doswell, 8I, started playing for the Brighton and Hove Cerebral Palsy football 
team last September. He has recently attended a trial for FA Regional Level and is now on 
the FA England Disability Talent pathway. This could potentially lead George to be in the 
Paralympics or the Cerebral Palsy GB team. He will also continue training alongside the 
Brighton and Hove team.  

 

Leon Ercegovic, 8L and his partner have qualified for a gymnastics inter-regional 
finals in May by finishing in 3rd place in a recent competition.  
 

Dilys Cornford (10I) is visiting the NASA space centre in Houston as part of the 
RAF 100 centenary celebrations in April. She is a corporal in the cadets.  
 

Well done to Eli Myers, Year 8, who completed a sponsored run and raised £220 
for Get Neil Walking.   
 

 
 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
 

Next Meeting: Monday, 16th April at 7.00pm (staff room) – all welcome 
 

Music Showcase Evening: St Richard’s recently held a Music 

Showcase evening, which was a great success. We have so many 
talented pupils in our community. The PTFA catered for the event 
with table nibbles and spent half a day cooking one million sausage 
rolls (I used to like them!) The tables were covered and candles lit, 
which gave a comfortable and warm ambience. The refreshments 
raised £150 for the school. 
 

Year 7 & 8 Disco: A huge thank you to DJ Louis Byrne in Year 10 

for providing us with a fun disco recently along with Rosa Cave, Xavier Ralph and Archie Connor. 
Appreciation also goes to Head Boy, Jack Eaton, and Head Girl, Maisie Edwards, for attending the evening - 
they really got the party started! The PTFA and teachers had a really eventful evening and everyone 
enjoyed the photo booth, refreshments and various stalls. The girls take this year’s trophy for winning the 
dance off, hooray! Keep trying boys! A profit of £370 was made and a great night was had by all. 
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New Tombola: Thanks to ‘The Wheatsheaf’ in Little Common for providing the 

PTFA with a beer keg which Terry Cave has transformed into a brilliant tombola as 
our others were too small.  We will be selling raffle tickets for the Summer Fayre at 
every opportunity so please buy some.  
 

REMINDER: SUMMER FAYRE – SATURDAY, 30TH JUNE 11-2PM 
Preparations are underway for this year’s Summer Fayre. If anyone would like to 
sponsor our school by advertising in our programme or putting up a banner please 
get in touch for further details ptfa@strichardscc.com  
 

If you would like to sign up to help on a stall or help set up it would be appreciated.  So far we have 
booked: the photo booth, inflatable disco dome, 35ft bungee run, 16ft gladiator duel, 8ft inflatable darts, 
inflatable Nerf Wars target range and penalty shootout. We are also looking for any entertainment ideas 
and crafters to book stalls. 
 

If you have any unwanted bric-a-brac, toys or toiletries, please hand them into the school reception. 
Without these, there will be fewer stalls and we will raise far less money for YOUR child’s school.  
 

LET’S MAKE THIS THE BIGGEST AND BEST SUMMER FAYRE EVER! 
 

Help Raise Money for the PTFA: The PTFA could raise so much more money for our children’s 

school by more parents/carers doing the following: 
1. Signing up to Easyfundraising.org.uk and following the instructions for any on-line purchases. 
2. Completing the Gift Aid Declaration to enable the PTFA to reclaim a percentage from the government 

on any money donated past, present or future (see slip below). 
 

Help at Events: Many thanks to the parents who have helped at Parents’ Evenings and events to serve 

refreshments and all who have attended any PTFA meetings - your support is greatly appreciated! If 
refreshments are to continue, we will require more help from parents as at the moment we struggle. You 
would be very surprised to know just how few parents help the PTFA: everyone thinks the same, they must 
have so many parents helping, I won’t be needed. WRONG!   

We have recently purchased a House Trophy for Sports Day at £70 and a Stations of the Cross Banners Set 
along with fixtures and fittings for £330. 
 

Kind regards 

Nicky Cave 
Nicky Cave 
PTFA Chair (ptfa@strichardscc.com) 
 

Registered Charity Number 1174645 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Please return to the PTFA Treasurer at St Richard’s Catholic College 
 

Pupil’s Name: ………………………………………………………………  Form: …………………………………. 
 

I want to Gift Aid my donation of £ …………, any previous donations made and any future donations I make 
to St Richard’s Catholic College PTFA. I confirm I am a UK tax payer.  
 

Title: ……………………….  First Name or Initial(s): ……………………………………………………………… 
 
Surname: ……………………………………………   Address: …………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Post Code: ……………………………………………… 
 
Signed: ………………………………………....................……………  Date: ……………………………………… 
  

mailto:ptfa@strichardscc.com
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Special Educational Needs 
 

Year 11 - GCSEs 

Congratulations to all pupils for their successful completion of the final English and Maths 

mock examinations earlier this term. Based upon the three Maths exams, I would like to 

remind pupils to please ensure they are prepared with all equipment required, especially a full 

set of Maths equipment and scientific calculators when allowed. These are essential for 

effective revision, as well as for the exams themselves. All in the Learning Support 

department wish you every success for your final examinations, which begin on Monday, 14th 

May. We look forward to continuing to support you throughout the exam period. 
 

Year 10 - Mock Examinations and Parent Consultation Evening 

Mock examinations for Year 10 begin on Wednesday, 2nd May, and continue until Friday, 11th 

May. Existing in-class support in tests, such as use of a scribe, laptop, reader, extra time or 

use of a separate room will continue for these exams. Parents/carers wishing to discuss 

arrangements for these exams should please contact me. Mrs Lea-White and I will also be 

available for appointments on the Consultation Evening on Thursday, 26th April should pupils 

or parents/carers have any queries regarding this. 
 

Year 7 - Parent Consultation Evening 

Mrs Campbell and I will be available for appointments at the Parent Consultation evening on 

Thursday, 17th May. We look forward to the opportunity to meet with you. 
 

Teaching Assistant Support 

Please be mindful of the effect that support staff acting as scribes, readers and invigilators 

during both the GCSE exams and the Year 10 mock exams (referred to above) will have on 

regular in-class support from Teaching Assistants. This will be significantly reduced on days 

when exams are taking place. The majority of GCSE exams take place between Monday, 14th 

May and Friday, 15th June. 
 

Information for Young People who are on the Autism Spectrum and their Parents/Carers 

Autism Awareness Week is 26th March - 2nd April 2018. I have received information about a 

range of events for young people and parents/carers, which are outlined below. Events for 

parents/carers: 

 'Reducing Challenging Behaviour Strategies to Support the Child' - EFT course at West 

St. Leonard's Primary Academy (3 days: Friday 27 April, Friday 4 May and Friday 11 May) 

– free 

 'Understanding Autism', including sessions of developing communication, sensory 

difficulties and developing social skills - Autism Training and Consultancy evening course 

at Bexhill Community Centre (4 evenings: Wednesday 18 April, Wednesday 25 April, 

Wednesday 2 May and Wednesday 9 May) - free 
 

Events organised by National Autistic Society's Bexhill and Hastings branch throughout 

March and April, including autism-friendly weekend activities such as: swimming, skating, an 

autism-friendly cinema screening of 'Star Wars: The Last Jedi' and Saturday sessions at 

the Eastbourne Youth Club. If you are interested in more information on these activities, 

please email me (mrsmithi@strichardscc.com) and I will forward you the newsletter. 
 

Mr Smith, SENCO   

mailto:mrsmithi@strichardscc.com
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REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCE/LATENESS TO SCHOOL 
There are many ways in which you can alert the school to your child’s absence. The quickest and easiest is 
via the School Gateway app, which is free to download.  The methods of alerting us are: 

 Send a message via the School Gateway app. You can do this as follows: 
1. On the app’s home page, tap on your child’s name. 
2. Tap on attendance, and the Notify tab in the right hand corner. 
3. Fill in the details of the absence, and press send. 

 Parents/carers can leave an answerphone message reporting their child’s absence from school or 
lateness to school due to an appointment by dialling the school telephone number – (01424) 731070 
and then pressing 1 when prompted. Wherever possible, please ensure this is done before the close of 
registration at 9.10am. You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s name, their form group, the 
reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil.  

 You can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown above: 
pupilabsence@strichardscc.com   

Please note that without a reason for the absence e.g. illness or medical, I cannot authorise an absence. 
Please specify the nature of the illness. If a pupil is absent for more than three days for an illness, we may 
not be able to authorise the absence without some form of medical evidence. This can be in the form of a 
medical appointment slip, a hospital appointment letter, a prescription slip or a prescribed medication box 
showing your child’s name on the printed label. 
 

Please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than holiday requests 
which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to me and not your child’s Form 
Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown on your child’s attendance records. My email address is 
mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com  It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she 
remembers to come to the Attendance Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an 
accurate record of all pupils on the college site. This is to ensure their safety.  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO LET US KNOW FOR EACH SUBSEQUENT DAY OF ABSENCE. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT FOR SAFEGUARDING REASONS. 

 

ATTENDANCE COMPETITION 
This year we are continuing our competition, the Attendance Games. For every complete week a pupil 
attends school, their name will go forward to win the termly prize: a cinema voucher. Every pupil who 
attends daily for 6 weeks gains an extra entry into the competition, increasing their chances of winning. 
We aim to reward pupils for good attendance, without penalising those who are absent for unavoidable 
reasons. The winner of the £20 cinema voucher for Term 3 will be announced in assembly next week. 

175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR: 
 

spent on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments 

190 days in 
each school 

year 
10 days off 19 days off 29 days off 38 days off 47 days off 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

GOOD 
Best chance of reaching your 

target grades 

WORRYING 
You will have to work harder 

outside of school hours to reach 
your target grades 

SERIOUS CONCERN 
Unlikely to achieve target grades 

at GCSE 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please give me a call or send me an email. 
 

Many thanks             Mrs Jones, Attendance Officer (mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com)   

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
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CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Feeding Britain’s Future Workshop 
On Tuesday, 20th February, 28 Year 9 pupils took part in a workshop run by 
Future First and the Institute of Grocery Distribution. It was a two hour workshop 
which aimed to encourage pupils to think carefully about how they make decisions 
about their future, exploring the balance between things they are good at, things they enjoy and things that 
might be useful to them in setting out on their career pathways. Pupils heard from volunteers about how 
they make difficult decisions and how pupils could apply that to their subject choices at KS4. 
 

Rita said, “I thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and it was very useful. There were 3 volunteers from the 
workplace that had something to do with the food industry. One was the Area Manager of Aldi; another was 

Head of Human Resources at a food supplier and 
the last was a Store Manager at Marks & Spencer. 
The activities we did were to try to find out what 
exactly our volunteer did under their job description, 
asking questions trying to find out how they were at 
school and what qualifications they had. After that 
we were talked through how to make informed 
decisions thinking about pros and cons there are for 
each of our decisions and how to weigh them up in 
an appropriate way. This was all to help support us 
make our GCSE choices.” 
 

Cambridge University Talk 
On Tuesday, 30th January, the college was lucky to welcome a talk from Churchill College, Cambridge 
University. This was an excellent opportunity for pupils in Year 10 and 11, along with their parents/carers, 
to investigate the potential rewards of attending one of the Russell Group Universities. Alexander Field, 
Year 11 said, “I really loved the Cambridge 
University talk because it gave me a really good 
insight into what they have to offer.” 
 

The following were given as useful websites: 
www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk 
www.becambridge.com 
www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices.aspx 
www.chu.cam.ac.uk/admissions 
www.chu.cam.ac.uk/opendays 
 

Year 9 Careers Workshops 
On Tuesday, 20th February, the whole of Year 9 took part in a careers 
workshop. We were lucky to have 8 workshops running by former pupils 
and local employers. The Year 9 pupils chose in advance the workshop 
of their choice. The workshops were: 
1. Accountancy – Gemma Steer, Ashdown Hurrey 

2. Architecture – James Thompson (former pupil) 

3. Apprenticeships – Apprenticeships in Sussex including former pupil 

Carvin Tojo 

4. Digital Marketing – Ben Keeley, BarkWeb 

5. Veterinary surgeon – Victoria Brown 

6. Employability skills – Job Centre Plus 

7. Training to be a midwife - Jennifer Rogers (former 

pupil) 

8. Law – Magdalena Biglou, Gurney Harden Solicitors 
 

The feedback from both the staff and pupils was 
fantastic, with all involved recognising the value of this 
time spent with an employer. Thank you to everyone who 
delivered a workshop: it has been much appreciated.   
 
 

http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.becambridge.com/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices.aspx
http://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/admissions
http://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/opendays
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Careers Fayre 
Year 9 and 10 pupils were able to attend a Careers 
Fayre in school at the end of February. This gave them 
the opportunity to speak to local colleges and 
businesses. Pupils were able to take home college 
prospectuses and ask information about college courses 
and entry requirements. Lots of pupils came away feeling 
enthused about future subject choices and excited about 
the range of opportunities available, many of which they 
had not previously considered.  
 

Work Experience Mock Interviews 
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience in June 2018. In preparation for this, the timetable is 
suspended for one morning of activities. The activities include: curriculum vitae writing, role play and health 
and safety whilst in the work place. Each pupil also attends a 20 minute one to one interview. 
 

I am looking for volunteers to act as interviewers for this morning, which will take place on Tuesday, 5th 
June 2018. Each interviewer will see approximately 3-4 pupils over the duration of the morning. Feedback 
should be given to the pupils in terms of their CVs and any tips or advice for the future. If you are interested 
in being involved in this event or would like further information, please contact me at the email address 
below. 
 

Mrs C Adams 
Careers and Work Experience Coordinator - mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com 
 

Are you interested in Teaching? 
If you are interested in training to teach, why not consider Thrive Teaching School Alliance as your training provider?  
Alongside the University of Sussex, based in Brighton, we offer a School Direct route into teaching which awards you 
a PGCE and Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) upon its completion. 
 

Within Thrive Teaching School Alliance, we have many training places available at St Richard’s and within our other 
partner schools of Robertsbridge Community College, Claverham Community College and a selection of primary 
schools for September 2018. Currently these are for the full range of secondary subjects. For some subjects, funding 
is also available. Applications are now open on UCAS. 
 

Have a look on the college’s website under ‘Teaching Schools, Initial Teacher Training’ or contact: 
mrswoode@strichardscc.com for more information. 
 

 

Mensa IQ Test Opportunity 
 

We are currently in the process of organising an IQ test in the school courtesy of Mensa, the high IQ 
society. This will be carried out during term time and is available to all year groups. This is an opportunity 
for pupils to learn about IQ tests, find out their own IQ and possibly have the chance to join Mensa; there 
will be a small fee to sit the test (£2-£5). A letter with further details will be given to any interested pupils 
shortly. If you have any queries then please email me at mrlahachea@strichardscc.com 
 

Mr Lahache  
 
 

 

 
 

Need somewhere quiet to complete homework?  

Why not come to Prep Club one or two nights a week? 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather than at 

home. 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available as well 

as plenty of books!  

mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrlahachea@strichardscc.com
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English Department News 
 

World Book Day: St Richard's celebrated a love of books and reading on Friday, 9th 

March, to commemorate World Book Day. Year 7 pupils and staff were invited to dress 
up as their favourite book character and pupils donated over one hundred books to 
Oxfam. There were a variety of 

imaginative costumes worn on 
the day, from an inflatable 
Superman to the Cat in the 

Hat. Grace Sims in 7L won first 
prize as Dobby the House Elf 

from the Harry Potter books. 
All pupils looked fantastic, as 
did many of the staff, and it 

was a great day for celebrating 
a love of reading and literature. 
 

KS4 
Year 11: By the time of printing, you will have completed your full mocks in Language 

Paper 1 and Literature Paper 2. These exams will give you a very clear indication of 
where to focus your revision time over the coming weeks.  
 

Remember to use the Year 11 Google Drive revision folder for helpful resources and 

links and reminders of which paper is which! In there you will also find the padlet links 
for all topics and a reminder about revision guides. Now that we have finished the 
content of the course, all lessons are covering revision so make the most of the time 

you have each week with your teachers. Study support has been available each week 
since January and the final two dates are: Wednesday, 21st March and Tuesday, 27th 
March. Both sessions are in B11. 
 

Please bring revision materials for 1:1 support from English teachers on these dates. 
This information has also been emailed to Year 11, shared by class teachers and placed 

on SMH. Please ensure you are making use of the wealth of support available to you. We 
will publish next term’s dates in due course. Useful websites are available in the Year 
11 revision folder and we strongly recommend that you log onto GCSE POD as it is 

packed full of tips and information. 
 

Year 10: You will have completed your Language and Literature data capture by the 
time you read this. Make sure you take note of what you need to work on over the 

coming weeks. During your Year 10 exams session you will sit: Language - Paper 2 
(Non-fiction) and Literature - Paper 2 (Modern texts and poetry) 
 

Both years: Keep learning those keywords (all available on padlets and the googledrive). 

I recommend keeping an eye on TV schedules and cinema listings for versions of the 
texts you are studying to help you with plot, characters and themes. It is also worth 

checking the De La Warr Pavilion, The Odeon and Cineworld as they regularly run 
discounted National Theatre screenings of plays which are invaluable to study and also 
thoroughly enjoyable to watch. DVDs can also be borrowed from the school library. 
 

Parents: We have a stock of Collins revision guides which cover Language and Literature 

- they include revision materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are 
available from Mrs Mountford in A1 for £5 (cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!) For text-
specific guides we recommend the York notes, Cambridge 9-1 guides, or CGP for a more 

simplified option. Teachers can show pupils copies of these guides and they are available 
in all good bookshops and on Amazon. As always, thank you for your support.  
 

You will receive information about additional support for your child as and when it 
is required.         
 

Mrs Mountford, KS4 Co-ordinator  
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Science Department News 
IoP Lecture Series 
Year 9 Astronomy pupils went to the last Institute of Physics public 
lecture of this academic year to hear a talk from Dr Ellie Tubman, 
University of Sussex alumnus, now a research scientist at the 
Plasma Physics Research Group at Imperial College, London. Ellie 
gave a fascinating and funny talk describing her path to her current 
role, encouraging all the audience to believe in the possibility of ‘a 
star in a jar’ - fusion energy on Earth - as the answer to the world’s 
energy crisis. 
 

Science Week Sensations 
This year’s Science Week theme was Batman and in culmination to a week of sensational science 
experiments, the set-up skit on the school stage, was a true cross-curricular celebration. 
 

The week’s fun began with the ‘Race for the Line Competition’, with 
over 50 teams of Year 7 pupils competing 
to be crowned winners of the race. We 
were joined on race day by representatives 
from the army, who supervised the 
ordnance and rocket firing. Unfortunately, a 
small number of cars were disqualified as 
their rocket housing was inadequate and 
potentially dangerous, while an equally 

small number of charges did not fire first time. Over the course of the morning however, each car 
that could race, did race. Jasmin Cooper, ’enjoyed the Bloodhound and making the cars and then 
watching them race, then watching the smoke and the army people launching them.’ 
 

St Mary’s Cool Science Show proved to be an entertaining afternoon for Dr 
Durkin’s Year 7 Science group. Darcy explained, ‘I didn’t like science at first but 
now I do because I get to play with gooplek which is really cool’. Oli added, ‘It was 
amazing. My favourite bit was when Sam was swinging the tray and his arms 
around.’ Sam and Will both enjoyed the tornado the most, whereas Micky enjoyed 
all the experiments, in particular ‘they had a hairdryer and they hovered the 
balloons on it and the force of the wind coming out made the balloons go up and 
down and there was just a lot of fun stuff!’ 
 

University of Sussex, Astronomy & Physics Outreach 
Year 10 pupils enjoyed a rocket building workshop 
and a radiation revision workshop. Congratulations to 
Furey whose rocket went highest! After break, the 
University students ran three workshops: the 
inflatable planetarium and ‘Ask an Astronomer’ for 
Year 9 and a Year 8 SEPNet ‘Physics Connexions’ 
project. 

The afternoon saw Year 11 pupils complete the radiation revision 
workshop, and after school the Science Storytellers: In the 
Beginnings project had a short talk from Dr Das Baskill on 
the ‘Big Bang’. Meanwhile, St Richard’s Amateur Radio 
Club (StAR Club) ran as normal in preparation for the 
Amateur Radio Foundation licence exams. At 4.00pm we 
said goodbye to our University guests and welcomed 
pupils from St Mary’s School and College for the annual 
Special Science Supper – sensory experiments and a 

pizza party which are always a hit! St Mary’s teachers were very complimentary about the Science 
Ambassador pupils who supported the St Mary’s pupils. The Science Ambassadors include: Eden 
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Congratulations  
Izehi Ebhohimen 
Jessicca Davies 

Frances-Dyan Umel 
Lucia Caitar 

Olivia De Freitas Rodriguez 

 

Jennings, Duncan Norris, Andrea De Freitas Rodriguez, Hannah Chan, Amy Rudden and Alicia 
Smith. 
 

Ricardo STEM Slots Trucks Challenge             
Year 9 pupil, Izehi Ebhohimen was a 
member of the second-placed team and 
reports: ‘A group of us went to a Ricardo 
Engineering Competition in Seaford and 
competed against ten other teams for the 
chance to win a trophy. I was in a group 
with four other girls and we produced a 
car called Olga 6 with the help of a STEM 

Ambassador who was a qualified engineer. This trip was engaging 
because we were allowed independence with the concept of our car’s 
design and we also incorporated science to help it successfully travel 
around the tracks. At first we thought we wouldn’t win anything because 
our car stopped multiple times but we managed to come 2nd! This trip 
was fun and I bonded with people in my year that I don’t usually talk to. 
We also learnt about the process of becoming an engineer from other STEM ambassadors and we 
learnt about the importance of passion when choosing a career. I’d definitely do something like 
this again and it has made me more intrigued by the jobs in engineering’.  
 

Fellow team member, Jessicca Davies also enjoyed the trip reporting, ‘The bit I enjoyed the most 
was being the wing engineer and cutting the wire. I also enjoyed working with my team. It was 
fantastic. We came in second place and we were very proud. We won a trophy. This trip has made 
me think more about wanting to be an engineer.’ 

Lucia Caitar commented, ‘There was some rivalry between us and the boys in our year from our 
school, but at the end we showed them who rules the STEM world. The best part about the trip 
was winning but also building bonds between our team mates and planning and building our cars. I 
learned that you don't need to be extremely clever to go on science trips and you don't always 
have to win! You just have to have fun and give it all you've got and that is exactly what we did and 
in the end, Olga 6 came in second place. I definitely recommend this trip to both girls and boys 
because it was definitely worth it and not only did I really enjoy it but I also learned many things.’ 
 

Friday Finale featuring the Caped Crusaders  
During a hectic morning, Years 8 and 9 enjoyed the ‘Science of Magic, 
Magic of Science’ Show from Professor Science. Guest pupils from 12 
local primary schools joined the Year 8 Active Group to collect forensic 
evidence to identify the guilty culprit …. it was Poison Blighvy! 
The afternoon saw Year 10’s opportunity to catch up on the 
proceedings before the guilty party was identified and the forensic 
science teams were stood down until next year. A revision quiz 
rounded off the week and while Baxter reported that Mr Lahache, ‘has a beautiful singing voice 
and the quiz was something different – a good way to revise!’, Billy Main added that, ‘Mr Eyre’s 
performance was brilliant as Mathematician 3 – he should get an Oscar!’ While Mrs Bligh, as 
dastardly supervillain Poison Blighvy, made Baxter and Pat cry, Loralie was part of the winning 
quiz team and enjoyed the winning Easter eggs! 
 

Think Space Lecture: ‘Our Dynamic Sun’  
Amy Rudden enjoyed the lecture saying, ‘It was really amazing to 
experience something we would not normally do.’ Ciara noted that 
‘it was great revision for our GCSE and it was fun to hear about 
eclipses again.’ Luciano added, ‘I learnt a lot about solar activity 
and it was useful revision.’ 
 

Dr Durkin, Curriculum Enhancement Lead in Science 
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

This term has been one in which many pupils have shown great promise, endeavour and success. Despite 

the inclement conditions brought by the snow at the end of February, our pupils were as determined as 

ever to be engaged and fully participative in their lessons. Even Year 11 had to agree with me when I 

changed the words to the song, ‘Let it snow’ 

‘Oh the weather outside is frightful, 

But being in A5 is so delightful, 

And because we've no place to go, 

Let's revise, let's revise, let's revise!’  
 

Humour aside, we are approaching an important period of 

preparation with our Year 11 classes. It is encouraging to see 

the majority of our pupils prepared for each lesson with their 

revision guide, mind map sheet, pens and homework. The 

commitment to revision lessons and an organised revision timetable outside of lessons is paramount to 

success. I am sure Year 11 have heard this many times, but remember that in the lead up to the exam we 

are working collaboratively with you to ensure your success. Despite the challenge of the topics in terms 

of the amount of content, it is time to embrace and indeed enjoy the revision process. The revision guide 

should become your companion, and you should be regularly making use of the lesson summaries and mind 

maps of clips on the Google Drive folder. There will be some revision support offered to the Year 11 

GCSE and Year 11 AS group over the Easter holiday, the details of which will be conveyed via the School 
Gateway.  
 

Year 10 have recently begun a unit of study on Forms of Expression in the Catholic tradition which might 

come in welcome contrast for some to the more theoretical lessons on Sources of Authority. This unit 

studies the wealth of cultural diversity in the expressions of our faith from the origins of the ancient 

Christian symbols, architecture, and artwork to music used in worship, drama, and sculpture. Although 

Year 10 are a year away from their GCSE, we expect the same level of commitment to revision for their 

mock exam in Term 5. Now is the time to invest in the hard work to be poised for success in Year 11.  
 

Pupils in Year 9 are charting Jesus’ thorny journey and tense 

encounters with the religious authorities of first century Palestine 
to his death in their unit ‘Conflict and Argument’ in Mark’s Gospel. 

Indeed, some have found it surprising and interesting to read the 

passages of the Gospel in which Jesus is seen as proving a real rival 

to the authorities and challenging them on their fastidious approach 

to the Law of Moses. Some have found the episode of being 

accused of eating with unclean hands one that gives us an insight 

into the value of certain ancient customs of the Jews, but at the 

same time, one which provides us all with the universal sacred truth 

uttered by Jesus - that true sacredness in God’s eyes is not be explained away by any religious formula.  
  

Year 8 are exploring the topic of vocation which has included lessons on Jesus’ calling, marriage, the 

priesthood and Confirmation. We hope that in covering these topics, especially Confirmation, that our 

pupils will start to consider their identity and calling as first and 

foremost, a child of God who is destined to glorify him in all 

aspects of their life. At the beginning of February, a small group 
of Year 8 pupils attended 

the Hebrew synagogue in 

Eastbourne to have an 

informative talk on the 

Jewish faith from Mr and 

Mrs Taylor. The pupil’s enjoyed it very much and asked great 

questions on the Torah and Jewish customs. Mr Taylor demonstrated 

the blowing of the ram’s horn which was a particularly captivating 

moment for the pupils.  
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Our Year 7 pupils are enjoying their timely lessons that 

follow Jesus’ journey towards his death and resurrection. 

They have been studying the details of the exchanges 

between Jesus, Caiaphas and Pilate in the trials before the 

Crucifixion. I encourage them to listen well to these 

profound exchanges when they hear them in the Passion 

narratives at Mass during Holy Week.  
 

Finally, may I wish you all a joyful Easter holiday. 
 

Ms L Henry 

Acting Subject Leader of RE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Governors’ Fund 
Donations to the college and the reclaiming of Tax through Gift-Aid 

 

St Richard’s Catholic College is a Voluntary Aided School and hence, when undertaking building or other 
capital projects, it must raise a proportion of the costs from internal sources. The college therefore asks all 
parents and carers to make a donation to support future building development needed. The recommended 
voluntary contribution for the academic year 2017-18 is £50.00 per family per annum. This can be made 
annually, quarterly or monthly either by banker’s standing order or cheque.  
 

For those who pay income tax, by completing a ‘Gift Aid Declaration’ the college can benefit by a further 
25% or £25 for every £100 donated.  This can make a significant difference to the viability of a project. 
 

In the past few years the Governors’ Fund has contributed to the refurbishment of the science laboratories 
and Food Technology room, a new flat roof, refurbishment of a group of toilets, the library and the medical 
room.  
 

This year, we require support for the funding of the new sports hall due to be completed in October 2018. If 
you would like to make a donation please complete the form that can be found at the bottom of the 
Governors’ page on the website at the following link:  
https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/governors/ 
 

School Uniform/Equipment Ordering 
A school uniform and equipment price list and order form can now be viewed/downloaded on the school 
website at the following link: https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/ 
 

Uniform/equipment can also be ordered and paid for on-line using the following link (which can be found 
beneath the school uniform order form): https://www.scopay.com/login.html 
 

To use this on-line payment system you need to request login details from the Finance Office, if you have not 
already done so. Payments are processed securely through Worldpay. Please email: 
finance@strichardscc.com for login details.   
 

Uniform can also be purchased by pupils from Mrs O’Brien. Payment can be made by cash or cheque.  In 
preparation for Term 5, please can jumpers with holes in them be replaced and, in some cases, 
replacement skirts be purchased for girls who are growing taller. 

https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/
https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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MFL Fairtrade Bake-Off  
A big thank you to the pupils from Year 7 and 8 who participated in the ‘MFL Fairtrade Bake-
Off’. There was an extremely high standard with 
all pupils baking traditional recipes from around 
the world including France, Germany and Spain. 

 

German News 
German Club have been busy practising their descriptions of 
people using our ‘Wer bin ich?’ game and we would like to thank 

everybody who contributed German 
cakes and recipes to the Fairtrade 
Bake-Off. Among others we had 
Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte (black 
forest gateau) and Strudel. 

 

It is an important time of year at the moment in Germany. 
Karneval takes place at the beginning of Lent and one of 
the interesting aspects of Karneval is Weiberfastnacht. 
This takes place on the Thursday before Ash Wednesday 
and commemorates the ‘storming of Beuel Town Hall’ by 

women who were fed 
up of washing laundry 
while everyone enjoyed 
Karneval. On this day 
women dress up in masks and costumes and they cut off 
men’s ties. In return the men can receive a ‘Bützchen’ (a little 
kiss). So if you are ever in Köln (Cologne) at this time of year, 
don’t be nickelig (stubborn) or a Tüttenüggel (a wimp) and get 
involved. As they say in Köln “Et es wie et es!” (It is what it 
is!) 
 

French News 
Trip to Normandy, France: Congratulations to the eighteen Year 8 and 9 pupils who took part in 
our residential trip to Normandy at the end of Term 3. It was a real pleasure to take all the 
pupils, who got involved with such enthusiasm during our packed four day trip. On the Friday, we 
were delighted to spend half a day in a local French school where we were given an extremely 
warm welcome. Our pupils got to practise lots of French, meeting pupils of their age and talking 

MFL Club meets 
Every Wednesday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 
French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B4) MFL NEWS 
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about themselves and their interests. We are excited to say that we have already set up a pen-pal 
link with the school for our current Year 7 pupils so we are already making plans for a return visit 
next year! Watch this space for future plans... 

 

An account of the Normandy 
trip by Eliza Brown and Mattie 
Hawkins, Year 8: “We visited 
some memorable attractions 
such as Honfleur, which was a 
very scenic port, and had lots of 
traditional French shops for us 
to visit. We used our French to 
speak every day in lots of real 
life situations such as finding 
our way around a town, 
shopping, visiting a French 

market and at meal times in our accommodation every evening. The goat 
farm visit was a real highlight. It was very enjoyable, as well as a challenge, as the owner took us 
on a tour and only spoke in French. We learnt lots of facts and were very involved with 
translating and coming up with answers. We also had the chance to touch and feed the goats, as 
well as try some delicious cheese. We also had the opportunity to visit some very important, 
historical sites such as the Bayeux tapestry, where we followed the whole battle and period 
before. We paid our respects to all of those who died during the wars and learnt about the 
effect of the war on families in the region. We loved the French trip!  It was a great opportunity 
to use the French that we have learnt and actually apply it in real life. All the visits were really 
informative and I think everybody learnt a lot about French life and culture. We really felt that 
after coming back, our French was a lot stronger and we were a lot better at pronunciation and 
translation. Thank you to everybody who organised the trip and especially to Miss Chong and Mr 
Saunders for giving us such a wonderful time!” 
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French saying: “L’intelligence, ça n’est pas ce que l’on sait mais ce que l’on fait quand on ne sait 
pas.”  Jean Piaget - Find Mrs Herring and tell her the translation, in exchange for a treat. 

 

Spanish News 
Peruvian Student Visit: On 22nd February we 
hosted a group of students from Lima, Peru. Year 
10 and Year 8 pupils took the opportunity to ask 
questions about life in Peru and we ended the 
morning with some merengue!  
 

 

Culture Corner: The city of Valencia has 
just held its annual festival of Las Fallas, 
which celebrates the arrival of Spring with 
processions of giant paper maché figures 
called “Fallas”. During the festival there are 
lots of firework displays, and competitions 
for the best made Falla. The festival ends on 
St Joseph’s Day on March 19th with a 
“Crema” - the ceremonial burning of these 
giant puppet figures to signify new life.   
 

Idiom of the Month: Idioms offer a 
fascinating insight into the culture of a country as they are often quite different from English 
idioms. Can you work out what the equivalent English idiom is to this Spanish one “Cuando el río 
suena, agua lleva” (answer on page 43) 
 

Miss Chong, Miss Auzinger & Mrs Scott 
 

St Richard’s receives the 

Artsmark Gold Award 

St Richard's Catholic College has been awarded an Artsmark 

Gold Award. As a Gold Artsmark school, Arts Council England celebrates our commitment to arts and 

cultural education at leadership level acknowledging the opportunities embedded across our school. Our 

pupils have equal opportunity to plan, experience, participate in, and evaluate a diverse range of high-

quality arts and cultural activities. Here at St Richard’s we recognise the importance of development 

opportunities in the arts and engage with a range of arts and cultural organisations. Our pupils have an 

opportunity to further develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of arts and culture. 
 

The awarding panel made the following comments: St Richard’s has gone from strength to strength, supporting 

other schools to develop their arts provision and using arts to support other subjects including Maths, Science and 

Modern Foreign Languages. Of note is your commitment to ensuring children study a full arts curriculum in Key 

Stage three and ensuring you have specialist arts teachers in place. As you continue your Artsmark journey you 

could focus on the range of arts subjects and activities available to all pupils in and out of curriculum time. The 

panel look forward to hearing how your plans to enhance your Careers education programme develops through 

'Careers Ambassadors' and the impact this has on pupils learning about creative industry careers. Congratulations 

on your Artsmark Gold Award! 
 

Well done to all involved and, in particular, the Performing Arts team and Mrs Calladine-Evans, our 

Teaching School Director.  
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Year 11 Brain Booster 
Geography Brain Boosters have begun! These revision sessions are run by geography teachers to 
help give Year 11 GCSE pupils guidance and support in their preparation for GCSE exams 
beginning in May 2018. Short sessions of 15 minutes run weekly, and include a hand out guide for 
the topic studied that week. It is important that all Year 11 pupils attend these sessions which run 
every Thursday lunchtime, 12:50-1:05pm, in A10. 

Date Brain Booster - Theme Homework Exam Question 

29th March - 

JMM 

Weather UK Case Study (Storm Jude and Typhoon 

Haiyan) 

Earthquakes - PH 

EASTER EASTER EASTER 
19th April - JNH Climate Change (Mitigation, impacts, adaptation) Weather - JMM 

26th April - PH Urban Case Study (Rio) Weather - JNH 

3rd May - JMM Urban Case Study (London) Urban - PH 

10th May - JNH Development Gap Urban - JMM 

17th May - PH Development Gap Development Gap - JNH 

22nd MAY PAPER 1  PM PHYSICAL PAPER 

5th JUNE PAPER 2  PM HUMAN PAPER 

11th JUNE PAPER 3  PM DATA/FIELDWORK 

PAPER 
 

Year 7 and 8 TRIP - South of England Show - June 2018 
This June we will be taking a group of fantastic geography pupils to the South of 
England Agricultural Show in Ardingly. We will be offering this opportunity to all 
those pupils who have been attending Geography Club on a weekly basis, plus 
those successful in the Art of Geography competition which ran during term 3. 
There will also be a select number of pupils who have been identified by their 
teacher as having made really pleasing progress whilst studying the subject. Pupils will spend the 
day at this amazing event and will be given a tour of the livestock as well as raising their 
awareness and understanding of the countryside, food and farming industries. This valuable 
learning opportunity about the countryside and land-based industries gives pupils an opportunity to 
get close up to the countryside and discover the importance of a sustainable and thriving rural 
environment. 

 

Fairtrade 
Fairtrade is a growing international movement which ensures that producers get: 

 Fair price for their goods (that covers the cost of production and 
guarantees a living income) 

 Long term contracts which provide real security 

 Support to gain the knowledge and skills they need to develop their 
businesses and increase sales 

 

St Richard’s and the geography department support the Fairtrade movement and once again this 
year we held a Fairtrade sale of crafts, cards, chocolate, biscuits, tea and jewellery. The £160 
raised will be used to support the communities who have made the items and often helps to 
change lives for good as the cycle of poverty can be stopped. All children need an education to 
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improve their life chances and when the parents can earn more money for their produce this 
becomes a reality.  
 

Many thanks to the Fairtrade Champions who helped to run the stalls and promote Fairtrade 
awareness in St Richard’s. Remember to look out for the Fairtrade logo when you are shopping. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Field Trip  
As part of the GCSE preparation, Year 10 Geographers will spend the day with the department 
visiting Eastbourne on 20th June 2018. They will be investigating the stretch of coastline around 
Eastbourne to understand the variety of coastal management techniques used as well as the 
differing environmental qualities found in urban areas. Pupils will collect their own primary data 
which will then be analysed in class and form their understanding for Paper 3. We are praying for 
good weather! Letter to follow via School Comms in Term 5. 
 
Geography Department Tweets 
Keep up to date with all the latest Geography news with @StRichardsGeog on Twitter! 

 
 
 
 
 

            

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

https://twitter.com/StRichardsGeog
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History Department News   
 

HISTORY CLUB: This term pupils worked together to create a beautiful display 
to commemorate the Suffrage centenary in February. The display highlights the 

work of significant women in history across different academic subjects, celebrating the 
achievements of women through time. It evidences how far women have come in terms of 
equality, but also questions if we have fully achieved the aims of those women who gave their 
lives in the name of equality for women. The club have also been working on a new project, the 
St Richard’s History Scrapbook, which is an exciting collaborative project which will chart the 
History of St Richard’s through stories from those who have been part of the community. More 
information on how you can contribute to this will follow soon. 
 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY: At the beginning of this term we welcomed our new classes in Years 
7 and 8, making a start on Anglo-Saxon and Norman England and the English Civil Wars 
respectively. Pupils have made a great start to their historical learning and, as Easter 
approaches, we encourage all to take the opportunity to visit some of the wonderful local 
historical sites that will complement their learning. Battle Abbey, Hastings Castle and Arundel 
Castle are all recommendations for these topics. Year 9 have been working on 20th century 
conflict, the Vietnam War and the Holocaust. Pupils have been seen to make significant progress 
in terms of their historical understanding and their analysis of source material. Their mature 
approach to these very sensitive topics is also to be commended. 
 

KEY STAGE 4 HISTORY: Year 10 pupils have been developing their knowledge and 
understanding of Medicine in Britain, more recently looking at the rapid developments of the 
20th century. Next term pupils will continue on this topic, but with a focus on the battlefields of 
the First World War and the injuries and treatments that existed in the trenches. Pupils are 
reminded to make use of GCSE Pod and the History website to supplement their learning and 
begin revising topics already studied. Year 11 pupils have been completing their study of the 
American West, looking at the end of the way of life for the Native Americans following the 
events at the Battle of Little Bighorn. Pupils should be well underway with their individual 
revision for History and are also reminded to attend the revision bites on a Monday lunchtime 
with Mrs Campbell and the after school revision sessions every Friday with all members of the 
department. Revision books have been issued to those who have purchased them through the 
school however, if you still wish to buy these, they can easily be found on Amazon and other 
websites (details below). Pupils should also be making use of the History department website and 
GCSE Pods to supplement their revision.  After the Easter holidays, all lessons will be focussed 
on revision and exam technique in preparation for the exams at the beginning of Term 6. Keep 
up your efforts, Year 11: it will be worth it. 
 

Recommended GCSE History Revision Books 

Hodder Education, My Revision Notes, Medicine in Britain, ISBN 9781510403215 
Hodder Education, My Revision Notes, Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, ISBN 
9781510403222 
Hodder Education, My Revision Notes, The American West, ISBN 9781510403260 
Hodder Education, My Revision Notes, Weimar and Nazi Germany, ISBN 9781510403277 

  
 
 

Mrs R Campbell, 
Subject Leader for 
History 
 

 

  

Creative work by Year 7 historians 
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Cyber Centurion Competition 
It was great to see pupils competing again in the Cyber Centurion 
competition. This year we not only had an increase in the number 
of teams participating, but we also increased the number of girls 
taking part in the competition. Cyber Centurion is a competition 
that is led by Northrop Grumman, in partnership with Cyber 
Security Challenge UK. The competition allows pupils to develop 
their understanding of cyber security across the UK. It is open to 
anyone with an interest in cyber, defence, puzzles and code 
breaking. I would like to congratulate both teams for their hard work and determination in what were 
three very difficult rounds. We look forward to next year’s competition! 
 

E-Safety 
Below you will find a number of resources that may be helpful: 
 

A Parents’ Guide to Technology: 
The UK Safer Internet Centre has created this guide to answer commonly 
asked questions and introduce some of the most popular devices used by 
children, highlighting the safety tools available and empowering parents with 
the knowledge they need to support their children to use these technologies 
safely and responsibly. www.saferinternet.org.uk/parent-tech 

 
Internet Parental Controls: 
The four big internet providers - BT, Sky, Talk Talk and Virgin Media - provide 
their customers with free parental controls that can be activated at any time. 
Video tutorials on how to download and use these controls are available on 
the UK Safer Internet Centre website. www.saferinternet.org.uk/parental-controls 

 
Safety Tools on Social Networks and other Online Services: 
Information and advice on the safety tools, age requirements and terms and 
conditions for a variety of online services popular with young people. 
www.saferinternet.org.uk/safety-tools 

 
Online Gaming: 
Childnet’s guide contains helpful advice and information on supporting 
children and young people playing games online. www.childnet.com/online-
gaming 

 
Young People & Social Networking Sites: 
Aims to help parents understand the positive and creative ways young 
people are using social networking spaces (e.g. Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram). It also points out the potential risks of using these sites and 
ways to minimise these risks. www.childnet.com/sns 

 
Social Network Checklists: 
Free guides produced by the UK Safer Internet Centre that contain detailed 
instructions and information on privacy and account settings on Facebook, 
Twitter, Snapchat and Instagram. www.saferinternet.org.uk/checklists 

 
Mr Fegan, Subject Leader - Computing and ICT 
 
 
 

 
 

Headphones 
 

Please remember to bring headphones to school to 
enable you to access activities on the computers. 

 



28 

ART DEPARTMENT 
 

Congratulations to Gabrielle Stein, Year 8, who won the Lions Peace Poster Competition. The Lions came 
into college last week to present Gabrielle with her prize – see her winning poster below left and 2 runner-
up posters underneath.  

Please take a moment to read the information about 
‘Sophie’s Secret Postcard Auction.’ (see poster on 
page 11). It's simple: anyone (pupils, staff, family, 
friends, artists etc.) can purchase (£1 donation) a 
blank postcard from St Richard’s. They then create a 
piece of artwork on the blank side, adding their 
name, a title and a signature to the reverse (deadline 
14th May) and return to Miss Pennington. The 
postcards will be auctioned on eBay in Term 6, with 
all proceeds going, via PayPal, directly to The Royal 
Marsden Cancer Charity. The winning bidders will be 
able to find out the identity of their secret artist on 
collection. 

 

All our pupils are making really positive progress in the Art Department. Year 7 are working with 
enthusiasm on their drawing skills in Fine Art, and in Art and Design they are designing their Gaudi inspired 
picture frames. Year 8 are making their highly original teapot designs and exploded drawings. Miss 
Pennington’s group are producing some wonderful observational watercolour work and have constructed 
some very ingenious colour wheels. Year 9 are working on various typography skills and research based 
study before they construct a cardboard sculpture, and the Quarter Portraits Project in Fine Art is 
progressing nicely. Year 10 GCSE are continuing to build on their excellent half year on the course, 
demonstrating pride in all their sketchbooks. Art and Design are working with great enthusiasm on their 
Architecture/Fragments project. The quality of drawing is superb. They are producing an Ian Murphy style 
main. They also produced some excellent studies of Jeff Horton’s work. All work is now displayed around 
the school. Fine Art have completed fantastic portrait drawings and are now working on large MDF board, 
producing a painting which will take until Easter (exemplar work is on Twitter and displayed around 
school). The portrait drawing in Fine Art is excellent and the Scarpace Fish project in Art and Design has 
been photographed and put on display. The quality of drawing has improved massively. Year 11 are 
concentrating on sketchbook based portfolio work and developmental drawings for the GCSE exam. They 
have two weeks left and Miss Pennington and I are running a further Saturday morning session on 24th 
March.  
 

A fantastic amount of art/geography competition work was handed in demonstrating a very high quality 
of skills. I handed out the certificates in assembly, and the winners will be taken to The South of England 
Show.               Mr Peachment, Art Department 

Year 9 Pastel Portrait 
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Year 8 novelty 
teapots 

Year 9 wax pastel 
shells 

Year 10 Architectural Studies 
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Year 8 colour 
wheel homework 

Year 9  
Food 

Project 

Anique Crouch, Year 9 

Joseph Zillwood, Year 9 
KS3 Get Set Fresh Competition Entries 
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Year 9 Jamie Hewlett Research 

Martha Hellett, Year 11 

Khushi Gupta, Year 11  Year 11 
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It’s been another busy term for the Performing Arts faculty, the end of which sees the temporary 
departure of Mrs Dunster as she begins her maternity leave. We send her on her way with much 
love and best wishes and very much look forward to her return. Mrs Dunster has assured us that 
she will be back to watch the summer show; just try to keep her away, and she wishes good luck 
to all those involved. In the meantime we are delighted to welcome Ms Whelan who has a wealth 
of experience in drama teaching, and in the curriculum which we follow. I know that our pupils will 
make her feel very welcome.  
 

St Richard’s pupils ooze creativity and all of those who participate in the Performing Arts clubs and 
events demonstrate enormous commitment and effort. The following pages give a taster of what 
has been achieved this term. As ever, huge thanks go to the dedicated staff who prepared pupils 
for events as well as additional staff and parents who gave support in order to enable trips and 
rehearsals to take place. Mostly, our thanks and praise go to the pupils who rehearsed tirelessly to 
produce top quality performances and who inspire the pupils in the year groups that follow them. 
We look forward to welcoming you to further Performing Arts events in Term 5 and wish you a 
restful Easter break. 
 

Trinity Laban  
The Dance Company welcomed Trinity Laban’s Centre for 
Advanced Dance training who held a workshop on Thursday, 
15th March. This is a scheme that offers young people, who have 
exceptional talent and potential in dance, the opportunity to take 
part in a training session which can lead to selection to attend 
Laban’s open day and an audition. It is a national programme 
funded by the Department of Education. Twenty members of St 
Richard’s Dance Company took part in the workshop and have 
been invited to attend the next stage of the audition process to be held at Trinity Laban in London. 
Currently, Noah Burrows of 9H attends the scheme after a successful audition last year.  
 

Time to Dance  
The Annual Time to Dance Festival was held at White Rock Theatre Hastings on Wednesday, 7th 
February. This year the theme was ‘Opposites’. The boys took to the stage performing ‘Cut me 

loose, set me free’ and the KS3 dancers, who were thrilled to be 
performing at the event for the first time, performed ‘The Battle; King 
or Queen, who will be Victorious?’ The piece has been inspired by 
the fight for equality between men and women.  
 

The KS4 group performed ‘When I fall down you are there to hold 
me up’ which was dedicated to the memory of our friend, Sophie 
Taylor, who is sorely missed. Sophie was an active member of the 
Dance Company and an inspiration to friends, family and staff.  
 

‘I loved the experience, I really enjoyed performing to an audience 
and getting to work with my teammates.’ Emma Sandeman, 7F. 

Tommy Kelly of 7F stated, ‘I was nervous before the performance but once I started dancing I 
loved it and felt really confident. I’m really now looking forward to taking part in more dance 
performances’.  
 

Move It  
Saturday, 17th March saw both the boys and girls Dance 
Company attend ‘Move It’ at London Excel. ‘Move It’ is 
everything dance oriented under one roof providing workshops 
throughout the day, professional performances, shopping 
opportunities and meeting students from dance colleges. 
Highlights this year for the pupils included the chance to meet 
Flawless, Twist and Pulse and Kalani from Dance Moms.  
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Great Big Dance Off 

On Monday, 13th March the Dance Company competed in the Great Big Dance Off, a national 
competition that is open to all schools in England and Wales. The Dance Company were 
competing in the Southern Regional Heats at 
the Folkestone Leas Cliff Hall.  
 

It was yet another fantastic opportunity for the 
pupils to dance in a professional theatre, 
working with a professional sound and lighting 
crew, competing against other senior schools 
from the South East.  For the first time all three 
groups progressed to the regional finals 
dancing pieces from ‘Time to Dance.’ The 
senior group, made up of mainly KS3 pupils, 
were entered into the KS4/5 category 
competing against GCSE and A level students 
from different schools. Mrs Knight was seen 
dancing round the school with delight this week 
brandishing the trophy won following their 
success in the category and progressing to the National Final. We are very proud 
of you all. 

 

The boys, competing for the very first time in the 
KS3 competition, finished 2nd with their piece, “Cut 
me loose, set me free” progressing to the National 
Final. The junior group, also dancing for the very 
first time, performed in the KS3 category and 
finished 5th.  
All three teams finished top 5 in the South East! 
This is a fantastic achievement, and a just reward 
for their enormous effort and commitment which 
resulted in beautiful performances on the night.  
 

Bea Sendino 8L said, ‘I couldn't believe that we 
had won against A-level students. There was a 

great team atmosphere and I was really pleased how well we all did. I am really excited to be 
going to the National Final and competing again as a team’. 
 

Noah Burrows, 9H, Update from Trinity Laban 
I've been training on Trinity Laban's CAT programme since September 2017. There are a number 
of centres around the country, funded by the government to support dance training. I heard about 
it when Trinity Laban led a workshop at St Richard's.  I train each Saturday in term time plus a few 
days over the holidays. Days can be tough but fun. There are warm ups, followed by three 1.5 hrs 
workshops and then tutorials. This term we are working on our dance assessments. We have set 
dances to learn for an assessment at the end of March. Over Easter we'll be working with 
choreographers, including Alexander Whitley, for a final show in the summer. It's been good. 
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Dance Festival Success 
Congratulations to the following pupils who 
competed in recent dance festivals at 
Tunbridge Wells, Eastbourne and Hastings. 
Well done girls; fantastic results!  
 

Millie White, 9R:  Millie has achieved three 
1sts, four 2nds and one 3rd in her solos. In 
her duets, two 1sts and three 2nds. 
Competing in groups: two 1sts, three 2nds 
and two 3rds. Overall Millie performed 24 
dances and 3 songs. Millie also competed in the ‘Silver Medal’ finishing runner up.  
 

Evie Dawes, 7I: Evie has achieved, four 1sts, eight 2nds and five 3rd places. 1st for a Greek duet, 
3rd for a song and dance duet and 2nd for a tap duet. Evie also competed in and won the bronze 
medal class out of 11 dancers aged 10 to 13 years. 
 

Amelia Allen, 7O: Amelia achieved 2nd in her modern and 4th in ballet.  
 

Elysia Gilmour, 8F: Elysia achieved 2nd in ballet, 3rd in National, 2nd in National, 2nd in National 
quartet, 1st in her contemporary group, 1st in her national group, 1st in the tap group and 2nd in 
her lyrical group.  
 

Larissa Mayal Napier, 8L: Dancing solos Larissa achieved a 3rd in tap and in groups, a 1st in 
Mini, 1st in Cheer and 3rd in Street Dance. 
  

‘Jade’ by Bexhill College Theatre Company 
On Wednesday, 14th March, our Year 9 pupils were treated to a performance of ‘Jade’ - a brand 
new devised piece of theatre fresh from the Bexhill College Theatre Company, revolving around 
the story of a young girl trapped in a boy’s body. It explored fantastically the issues of gender 
fluidity and the struggle of young people who face identity issues. A very powerful message was 
delivered to our pupils about the importance of individuality and acceptance. The cast was made 
up of pupils from Bexhill College, Bexhill Academy, Hastings Academy and eight of our very own 
young actors. Mrs Dunster justifiably felt great pride as she watched them perform amongst other 
local actors with such confidence and bravery. A big well done to Allysha Nhanda, Millicent 
McIvor, Angelina Tadros, Ryan Segal, Rocco Forte, Annabelle Goldsmith, Isobel Francis and 
Morgan Leonard who now have the pleasure of touring the piece around local schools! Good luck! 

 

Year 11 Exam Performances 
On 9th March the Year 11’s took to the stage for their final performance, as St Richard’s pupils, in 
their GSCE practical exam. Mrs Dunster watched with pleasure and was delighted to see how 
much you have all developed and grown as young actors from the (mostly) shy youngsters she 
first encountered in Year 10. The examiner went away with a big smile on his face and Mrs 
Dunster, whilst keeping her fingers crossed for you all, is sure the results in August will reflect all 
the hours of rehearsal and line learning you have put in this term. 
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Hastings International Piano 
Competition 
Alastair Rey, left, is pictured 
taking the opportunity to play on 
the grand piano that was made 
available during the Hastings 
International Piano Competition 
period at Priory Meadow. He 
was joined by Louis Lipsham, 
pictured right, and both gave 

thoroughly enjoyable and entertaining performances. 
 

Alastair Rey wins ‘best new pianist’ at The Hastings Festival 
Year on year the Hastings Festival attracts pupils from across the 
county, many of whom learn at St Richard's and have success in 
winning classes and trophies. This year, Alastair Rey wowed the 
audience with beautiful performances of Debussy's Clair De Lune and 
Gershwins' Prelude winning his class with honours and subsequently 
being awarded 'best new pianist' at the festival. Understandably, this 
delighted his piano teacher, Helen Ridout. Well done, Alastair! 
 

Helen Ridout is a renowned player and teacher who has recently joined 
the music department at St Richard’s as an independent piano teacher. 
Helen is available in school for piano tuition during school hours. If you 
would like to enquire about lessons with Helen please see Ms Mason 
who can provide you with further information. 
 

Parish Mass 
This term we joined Parishioners of St Thomas of Canterbury in St Leonards for the 11.00am Holy 
Mass. We were honoured to take part and were delighted by the post on the St Thomas’ 
Facebook page which read as follows, ‘it was a wondrous occasion, the students excelled 
themselves; the readings, singing and overall participation was a real joy.’ In addition our pupils 
were noted for their reverence and for being a credit to the Parish, the College and their parents. 

 
Mrs Mountford's Wedding 
How many schools can boast an 
amazing choir leader with a sixty strong 
choir that performs at staff weddings? I 
can’t imagine that any other school is as 
lucky as ours. You can see from the 
photos that this was a family occasion in 
every sense and that our pupils clearly 
enjoyed performing at Mrs Mountford’s 
wedding. 
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Blinded by your Grace 

 
The Music Showcase delighted the audience with a selection of varied performances that brought 
applause after applause. Our pupils excelled themselves, entertaining the audience who enjoyed 
refreshments provided by the PTFA. 
 

The choir sang 5 items during the evening which included; When I am Silent, Blinded By Your 
Grace, Alleluia, Needed Time and David Bowie’s Under Pressure, which was accompanied by our 
fantastic orchestra. We are always encouraging new pupils to join our ensembles and, as it 
stands, the choir includes around 60/70 pupils and we have almost 20 in the orchestra. Both 
ensembles are now busy rehearsing for the Easter Services next week, but will also be extremely 
active in the school production of Grease this summer. We would dearly love the orchestra to grow 
and perform daily in assemblies as well as our Performing Arts events. If you would like to be part 
of this production through orchestra please get in touch.  
 

Our wonderful GCSE pupils gave outstanding performances during the evening. We were 
treated to a fantastic duet ‘Me and My Shadow’ featuring Ben Stotesbury-Byrne and Ethan 
O’Hara-Harris and then onto a heartfelt piano and vocal performance from Louis Lipsham. There 
was a beautiful rendition of ‘Pure Imagination’ featuring Lucinda Hamilton-Burns and a soulful, 
heartbreaking performance of ‘Joanne’ by Niamh Castle. Maisie Edwards didn’t want to miss her 
last opportunity to sing in a music concert so she raced from her performance in the Hastings 
Musical Festival to be on stage in the second half performing ‘Kiss Me’ Sweeney Todd with Ben 
Stotesbury-Byrne. Luciano Lamberti rapped and sang for the first time in front of an audience; he 
received thunderous applause. Ben Stotesbury-Byrne delighted us with a stunning version of 
‘Stars’ from Les Miserables to finish off the evening. 
 

We would like to thank some of our Year 11 pupils who have attended virtually every Concert, 
Liturgical event, Musical, Service, Parish Mass, Prom, Bexhill Sing, Westminster Cathedral, 
Advent Service and many more events over the last 5 years. They have been outstanding 
musicians and we will miss them dearly when they leave in a few months’ time. I think they 
deserve a special mention in this newsletter. They are: Ben Stotesbury-Byrne, Louis Lipsham, 
Maisie Edwards, Lucinda Hamilton-Burns, Ethan O’Hara-Harris, Kasey Cosens and Mia Elliott. 
Your dedication, talent and personalities will be sorely missed by us all. 
 

Marie White 
We were delighted to welcome Marie 
White, singer-songwriter, to a Year 9 
assembly this term for a performance 
of her recently launched single 
alongside Xavier Ralph, one of our 
talented Year 10 singer-songwriters, 
whom Marie mentors. Pupils were 
mesmerized by her voice and 

performance and showed their appreciation in their applause. 
 



37 

Hailing from Hastings, Marie went to Helenswood School where, she explained to our pupils, she 
discovered song writing as a way of helping her through the disappointment of sustaining an injury 
that prevented her from continuing with badminton which, until then, she played at national level. 
Throughout her time at school Marie developed her craft and gained support from local musicians, 
such as Liane Carroll, an internationally renowned jazz singer, whom Marie respects and admires. 
Marie has worked extremely hard to have reached this point in her career and, always conscious 
of the love and support that she has from friends and family, she too supports and encourages 
others. 
 

Marie already mentors one of our pupils, Xavier Ralph, but she kindly offered to stay after 
assembly and hold a song-writing master class with our Year 9 Performing Arts pupils. Despite 
their nerves, and instilled with a sense of confidence by Marie, pupil after pupil got up to perform  

 
their own songs to her. Marie was overwhelmed by the quality of the song-writing and the voices 
of our pupils. In fact, she was so impressed that she has asked if she can return to hear how the 
songs have progressed in a few weeks’ time. Why would we decline such a request? 
 

We look forward to welcoming Marie back and, in the meantime, we wish her every success with 
her single which can be downloaded from the usual providers. We will shortly be launching the 
Performing Arts Twitter feed where we can use the hashtag #ISangForMarieWhite. Watch this 
space. 
 

Ms Mason, Subject Leader for Music & the Performing Arts 
 
 
 
 
  

Adverse Weather 

Should adverse weather occur and there is a possibility that the college may be closed, please 
check the following for information: 

 The college website: www.strichardscc.com. This will give a clear statement about whether 
the college is closed or open. The information will be available by 6.45am. The delay is 
caused by the need to speak to public transport and they will not make a decision on travel 
until 6.30am. 

 School Gateway: an App message and email will be sent. 

 The East Sussex County Council school closure website: 
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm.  
This information will be available before 7.00am. This link also provides parents with the 
opportunity to subscribe to receive automatic RSS news feeds and emails which tell them 
when the college is closed.  

 Please also listen to local radio: Radio Sussex, Heart or Arrow FM. 
 

I would like to point out to you that we will always endeavour to open the school, however 
a health and safety risk assessment will be the deciding factor if we find ourselves needing to 
close/close early. 

If the closure is for more than a day then work will be placed on Show My Homework. 
 

 

 

http://www.strichardscc.com/
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm
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Product Design Department 
 

Staff and pupils enjoyed the opportunity to attend a private 
viewing of the Resistant Materials group of finished GCSE 
lights. This year we had a fabulous turnout of staff to give 
the pupils much appreciated feedback on their work. 
The workshop was buzzing with activity on the lead up to 
the viewing and a few last minute tweaks and near disasters 

added to the excitement. 
 

The feedback given will 
now be used in the final 
stage of the pupils’ GCSE 
coursework. The room 
looked beautiful when the 
overhead lights were 
turned off and the pupils’ lights stole the show. A huge thank 
you to all the staff who helped the pupils by giving them 
written feedback and a massive well done to all the pupils for 
their creative and inspirational design work, I am very proud 
of you all. 
 
 

 

 
 

In Year 7, pupils are asked to design and make an aluminium door plate for themselves. Auraelia 
Copley in 7U made this outstanding door plate, with an extremely high quality of finish and 
detailed pattern punching. 
 

Year 8 pupils have been designing and making a clock for a person they know to reflect their 
personality and interests. Marni Lippin, 8S, produced this lovely clock for her father. 
 

 

Mrs Robertson, Subject Leader of Product Design 
 

 

  

Sean Murray 
Education Jigsaw Light 

Max Mulhern 
Steam Punk Light 
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Library News 
 

             
 

1066 Schools Book Award has now finished for this year, with 7 pupils finishing all the books and 

reviews. Congratulations go to Eleanor Klein of 8S for being the first to complete all the reading and the 4 
reviews – what a fantastic reader! On Wednesday, 14th March after school we travelled by minibus with 
Mrs Kelly to Helenswood Academy, joining with pupils and librarians from other local schools to celebrate 
the Award. We heard reviews, extracts and opinions on the books, and the winner of the vote was 
revealed to be Running on the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth! (Our St Richard’s favourite was 
Sweet Pizza by local author GR Gemin). Kate O’Hearn, author of the Shadow of the Dragon series, the 
Pegasus series and her latest, the Valkyrie series (and winner of the 2nd 1066 Book Award back in 2009) 
gave a very entertaining introduction, presented the prizes, and chatted with all of the pupils about being 
an author over a light afternoon tea. Congratulations to Karina Maziarczuk (8U) for winning the 
‘Alternative Book Jacket’ competition; to Eleanor Klein and Aleena Aju (both 8S), who read a moving 
extract from Hidden, and Jonathan Reis-Ataide (7F) who reviewed it so beautifully. All those who 
completed the book Award also received a £5.00 book token in celebration of the 10th anniversary of this 
Award. We look forward to taking part again next year.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Film Club News So far this term our young critics have watched ‘A 

Monster Calls’, based on the Patrick Ness book of the same name, and 
Disney’s ‘The Jungle Book’ from Rudyard Kipling’s famous tale. Both were 

excellent films, and the pupils learnt about grief and anger in one and growing up and finding your place in 
the world in the other. And yes, there were some tears! New films after Easter!        
 

World Book Day was celebrated this year by all Year 7, 8 and 9 

pupils collecting a World Book Day token in their Library lessons, and 
to older pupils by application. Remember to use your token by 31st 
March 2018 (the date was extended due to country-wide snow!) All 
pupils heard a story of suspense over the six period day, and Year 7 
pupils were later able to dress up for a postponed fancy dress. All 
pupils were also able to donate a book to support Oxfam. We 
collected 15 boxes of books and Miss Rowland took them all down to 
Oxfam in Western Road. Thank you, Miss Rowland and thank you, 

generous donators, for your support with this excellent donation.    
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New Books! The Carnegie Long List 2018 comprises of 20 books of the very best new and exciting teen 

fiction reads and these have just arrived, ready for the beginning of the Carnegie Shadowing Award after 
Easter. I can’t wait to read them all! The short list of 8 books has just been announced – see below… 

 

 
Special Mention: The Library marked the passing of Stephen Hawking with a small display of his books 

and that of related authors. A phenomenal intellect, he truly inspired many and made us see our place in 
the universe differently. He will be sadly missed.   
 

Quote of the Month: 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Ms Tocknell, Librarian   

 

 

Chaplaincy News 
 

 

The season of Lent is now in full swing, and both pupils and staff are involved in a number of 
Lenten activities. During this time we are encouraged to focus on three main areas. The first is 
to give more time to prayer, perhaps five minutes each day. The second is to fast, (this could be 
not consuming a favourite food or drink or even spending less time on Facebook or Twitter!), to 
remind us not to become too dependent on material comforts. The third is to help those in 
need, making some practical and real effort to support people suffering the effects of poverty, 
whether overseas or here at home. If we are able to put these three areas into practice, then 
Lent becomes a season of getting closer to God so that, when we reach Holy Week and Easter, 
the most solemn and important time in the Church’s year, we will be well prepared and ready 
to receive the Risen Lord. May I wish you every blessing on your Lenten journey. 
 

CAFOD - Lent Campaign: Once again pupils and staff took 
part in a sponsored walk for CAFOD after school on 
Wednesday, 21st March, walking up Galley Hill, along the 
beach and the sea front and stopping off at St Mary 
Magdalene church before returning to school. Sponsor 

money raised from the walk will go to CAFOD Lent Campaign. In addition, 
pupils brought in items of food for the Bexhill Foodbank which volunteers carried in plastic bags 
on their walk to give to Foodbank staff at St Mary Magdalene’s. 
 

Holy Week/Easter Services in College: Pupils and staff are busy preparing for the end of term 
services that will take place on the morning of Thursday, 29th March 2018. The services will 
follow on from our Advent theme of “Have you got room for Christ” to “Turn back to the Cross,” 

And Finally… The Librarians wish all readers and their families a very 

happy Easter - and remember, a book lasts longer and gives far more 

pleasure than an egg ☺! 
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reminding us that if we have forgotten God since Christmas, then Lent is a good time to return 
to him and start again. Hopefully, this will provide a good preparation for the liturgies in Holy 
Week itself.  
 

Year Group and Form Masses and Services: Year 10 had a meaningful service on the theme of 
Forgiveness led by Fr Gerard. Pupils and tutors were left with a very clear message that 
forgiveness can be a challenge but one we must be ready to give if we wish to receive it 
ourselves. 9R held their form service on the theme of self-acceptance and Mr Gallivan’s form, 
11R, had their final service. My thanks to the Liturgy Reps and tutors for their help in organising 
these services. 
 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils: Early morning Mass at 8.10am on Fridays continues to 
be celebrated in room A3. Staff, pupils and parents are very welcome to attend. If you have a 
special prayer intention that you would like to be included at Mass, perhaps for someone who is 
unwell or for someone who has died, then do let Jo know. 
 

Good Shepherd and Secondary Pilgrimage: Coming up in Term 5 and 6 will be two pilgrimages 
with our Diocese. The first is the Diocesan Secondary Pilgrimage to Arundel Cathedral and a 
Liturgy Reps from Years 8, 9 and 10 will be selected to represent the school. Following this, 
Year 7 Liturgy Reps will represent St Richard’s at the annual Good Shepherd Service in Worth 
Abbey. Both events will be led by Bishop Richard and are opportunities to meet and pray with 
all the other Catholic schools in our Diocese.  
 

Liturgy Reps: The next Liturgy Reps meeting will take place next term. Sincere thanks to the 
Liturgy Reps from all the year groups who have gone the extra mile for the Chaplaincy events in 
the school, it is a pleasure to have your help, ideas and enthusiasm. 
 

Confirmation Candidates: Let us continue to remember in prayer all those who are preparing to 
receive the sacrament of Confirmation with Bishop Richard in May, June and July this year. As 
they approach this important commitment, may the confirmandi deepen their love of Jesus. 
 

Fairtrade Activities: Fairtrade Week began with a bang with the help of Mrs Massey in the 
geography department who organised a Fairtrade craft stall. See Geography news for more 
detail. Our annual Easter egg raffle and chocolate stall was run with great enthusiasm by the 
Fairtrade champions. Raffle winners will be announced later this week and thanks to all who 
supported. Finally, the MFL Fairtrade Bake-Off returned once again and was hotly contested. 
Competition was fierce and the judges myself, Liturgy Captain and Deputy Chris Varghese and 
Katie Nash were very impressed and very full after tasting! The winners were judged as follows: 
Overall - Sarah Halleron; Highly Commended - Harry Fletcher, Barney Mackew and Molly Differ; 
Best use of Fairtrade products - Pearl Herriott and MFL prize for best 
recipe translation - Reggie Barker. 

 

Prizes and certificates were handed out by Fairtrade Champion, Hannah Chan in the Year 7 
assembly. Well done to all who took part and particular thanks to the MFL Department for their 
help in this event. In total over £350 has been raised for Fairtrade.  
 

With very best wishes for a Spirit filled and holy Easter,    

Jo Doyle 
Miss Jo Doyle – Lay Chaplain 
(missdoylej@strichardscc.com)   

mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com


42 

PE Department News 
 

PE NEWS 
 

Girls’ Football 

We are looking forward to the area tournaments at junior and senior level next week. St 

Richard's have won these, in both age groups for the last 3 years. The U14 team have 

reached the quarter finals of the County Shield and were scheduled to play Burgess Hill 

Academy this week. Unfortunately, our pitch is unfit for the game to be played and so we 

are looking for an alternative date to play. 
 

Girls Basketball and Netball clubs after school continue to be well attended.  
 

Year 7 Boys Sportshall Athletics Sussex Final 

Mr Varney took the Year 7 boys Sportshall 

athletics team over to Burgess Hill where they 

competed in the Sussex School Games Finals. It 

was a huge achievement for the boys to get this 

far. As this event contained the winning schools 

from the other partnership areas in Sussex, 

there was an exceptionally high amount of 

talent on display. Our boys held their own and 

were competitive in every event, We are really 

proud of the team as they ended up finishing 

6th out of all of the secondary schools in Sussex. The team members were: Franz Cuison, 

Tom Davies, Francesco Lombardo, Jasper Colwell, Jathusan Thevarasa and Freddie Smiles. 
 

Year 8 Rugby 

The Year 8 rugby team performed to a high 

level in their rugby mini-league competition. 

Alexander Voss and Fergal Crichton-Coote 

were exceptionally quick and agile and flew 

past their opponents to score several tries. 

Alfie Chandler, George Murphy, Zack 

Appleyard and Raymond Nyabakari worked 

tirelessly for the team and won virtually every 

ruck. Finally, William Ewer, Joshua Ansell and 

Joseph Coe must receive high praise for their 

clever play with the ball, they were the 

instigators for many successful attacks and 

tries. The boys finished in third place overall 

out of six schools and they showed an 

outstanding team ethic in all of the games they played. They only missed out on the top 

two places by very fine margins, so I am sure they will push to become overall winners 

next year. The squad in the photograph - front row from left to right: Joshua Ansell, Alfie 

Chandler, George Murphy, William Ewer. Back row from left to right: Fergal Crichton-

Coote, Alexander Voss, Zack Appleyard, Raymond Nyabakari and Joseph Coe. 
 

Sport Relief - Badminton 

Ms Gill organised and led a badminton marathon 

with 11 pupil volunteers. They played non-stop 

for 2 hours to raise money for Sport Relief, 

starting with an hour's game followed by their 

favourite 'round the world' game. The group 

ended with a mini tournament - won by Liam. The 

pupils raised £60, this will be confirmed once all 

of the sponsorship money is collected in. The 
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players were: Natalie Collinson, Austin Thomas, Nigel Johny, Kirsty Head, Maisie 

Scrivener, Axl Solliss, Liam Harrison, Harry Brown, Alvin Manoj, Holly Stevens, Andrew 

Deans. 
 

Football Round-up 

The Year 9A and Year 10A boys’ football teams both narrowly missed out on reaching the 

South East Sussex Final this term. After making it all the way to the semi-finals, their 

unbeaten runs were both ended by Seaford Head. The Year 7B final was postponed due 

to the poor weather and is in the process of being re-scheduled. 
 

The recent adverse weather has affected other fixtures this term. Consequently the 

basketball season for the Hastings Schools has been extended into Term 5. There are 

several basketball and rugby fixtures being played in the last 2 weeks of this term. I look 

forward to updating you with the final round up from the basketball and rugby leagues at 

the end of Term 5. 
 

Mr Dallaway, Subject Leader for PE 
 

 

PE DEPARTMENT - CLUBS/PRACTICES (APRIL-MAY 2018) 

 

 
After School 

1 

After School 

2 

After School 

3 

After School 

4 
Lunchtime 

Monday Badminton 

Year 11 

GCSE PE 

Intervention 

BTEC Sport 

Intervention 

Dance 

Company 

Basketball 

Year 7/8 

Tuesday 

 

Girls 

Basketball 

Year 7/8/9 

 

Rugby 

All Years 

(Finishing 

Tuesday, 24th 

April) 

Show 

Rehearsal 
KS4 Dance 

Basketball 

Year 9 & 

Table Tennis 

All Years 

Wednesday 

Boys 

Basketball 

Year 7/8/9 

Show 

Rehearsal 

Girls Football 

All Years 

(Finishing 

Wednesday, 

25th April) 

Athletics 

Club 

All Years 

(Starting 

Wednesday, 

2nd May) 

Basketball 

Year 7/8 & 

Table Tennis 

All Years 

Thursday 

Netball 

All Years 

(Finishing 

Thursday, 26th 

April) 

 

Year 10 

GCSE PE 

Intervention 

 

Show 

Rehearsal 

 

Rounders 

Club 

(Starting 

Thursday, 3rd 

May) 

 

Basketball 

Year 9 

Friday 

Football All 

Years 

(Finishing 

Friday, 27th 

April) 

 

Year 9/10/11 

Basketball 

 

Boys’ Dance 

Company 

Cricket Club 

(Starting 

Friday, 4th 

May) 

Basketball 

Year 10/11 

 

 

Yellow Day for St Michael’s Hospice 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported St Michael’s Hospice on Friday, 9th February by 

wearing Mufti with a hint of yellow. We have received a letter from St Michael’s Hospice 

thanking St Richard’s for the £1086.48 raised.    
 

 

Answer to Spanish idiom of the month: “there’s no smoke without fire.” 
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2017/2018 (as at March 2018) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

Mufti Day in aid of CAFOD Wednesday, 28th March 
End of Term 4 (Easter Services for pupils) Thursday, 29th March 
 

First Day of Term Five for pupils Monday, 16th April 2018 
PTFA meeting Monday, 16th April (7:00pm) 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 26th April (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Year 10 Exams start Wednesday, 2nd May 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 2nd May (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 3rd May (6:15pm) 
Year 10 Exams end Friday, 11th May 
Year 11 GCSE Exams begin Monday, 14th May 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 17th May (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 5 Friday, 25th May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 4th June 2018 
PTFA meeting Monday, 4th June (7:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 14th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening - September 2018 admissions Wednesday, 20th June (7:00pm) 
MUFTI Day for the Summer Fayre Thursday, 21st June 
Year 11 GCSE Exams end Friday, 22nd June 
INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) Monday, 25th June 
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 30th June (11.00am-2.00pm) 
BLOCK Day Tuesday, 3rd July 
CREST Awards Evening Thursday, 5th July (6:00pm) 
Summer Production Wednesday, 11th, Thursday, 12th and Friday, 13th 

July (evening performances) 
End of Term 6 Friday, 20th July  
 

Newsletter Acknowledgement 
 

Don’t forget to sign the newsletter acknowledgement no. 5 located in your 

son/daughter’s journal. 
 

 

Please note that all pupils should be on the school premises by 8.40am each day  
so that they are ready for a prompt start to registration or assembly. 

 

Mufti Day 
      Wednesday, 28th March 2018 
                             In aid of CAFOD 
 

                    Please bring in £1 for CAFOD by Tuesday or  

    £1.50 on Wednesday. 
 

The Government will match fund your donation. 
 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. All pupils in a family 

need to have a signature from a parent/carer to indicate that the newsletter has been read. 

The acknowledgement is in the journal. It is important that this is signed within a week of publication, 

particularly when we have a planned half-day closure. If you would prefer to continue to receive a 

paper copy of the newsletter then please email your details to Mrs Klein 

(mrskleink@strichardscc.com), indicating whether you would prefer an A4 or A5 edition. 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

