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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I would like to wish you and your families a very happy new year. I hope the year has begun positively, healthily and happily 
for you all. 
 

The end of term services to mark Advent were inspirational. Taking the theme of ‘Do you have room for Christ this 
Christmas?’ dancers, singers, actors and the orchestra engaged the audiences in a powerful message to take us on our 
journey to Christmas. We were also delighted to welcome volunteers from Surviving Christmas to one of our services to 
receive a cheque for £1480.15 and a huge amount of food items. As always, the organisers were overwhelmed and have 
since written to express their gratitude to all who contributed to the success of their two day event for the homeless, 
elderly and needy families. 
 

At the start of January we said farewell and thank you to Assistant Principal, Mrs Gaines, who has decided to take some 
time out of teaching to rest and recuperate. As well as being a valued member of the maths department, Mrs Gaines 
contributed to the smooth running of the school via her work as Assistant Principal. We wish her well for the future and 
thank her for her contributions to school life. Mrs Midghall and Miss Lucas remain unwell but both are making good 
progress. Mrs Mead and Mrs Byrne will return from maternity leave in March. 
 

This has been a short term but this newsletter reveals that there has been plenty going on with theatre visits, science trips, 
astronomy and physics talks and visits, a number of Holocaust Memorial events, Maths Week activities, sports fixtures, 
careers talks, competitions including cybersecurity, options evening, booster classes for Year 11, creative writing day, 
author visits, art workshops and liturgical events. The end of this term brings the Rome trip for Upper School pupils; a trip to 
Normandy for Year 8 pupils; Time to Dance at the The White Rock Theatre and a synagogue visit. There are always plenty of 
enrichment activities occurring so do encourage your son/daughter to join in if he/she is not already doing so. 
 

Can I take this opportunity to congratulate our dancers, singers and instrument players who performed so beautifully at the 
Holocaust Memorial event held at St Mary-in-the-Castle last weekend. It was a privilege for our pupils to be invited again to 
perform at this important event. I was really proud of their professionalism, engagement and the quality of their combined 
performance.  
 

Term three is very much about consolidating learning for all year groups. Year 11 are completing their courses and getting 
revision underway, whilst the rest of the pupils are embedding knowledge and hopefully building on the progress made in 
Term two. Please take time to look through your son/daughter’s books with them to check their understanding and 
progress. Staff continue to urge the pupils to adopt a growth mindset so that they are able to step out of their comfort zone 
and aim high. Please encourage your son/daughter to give of his/her best and to remain resilient when experiencing 
setbacks or failure. Staff are always willing to offer extra support to pupils who need it and our Year 11 pupils benefit from a 
range of booster and intervention classes. 
 

To support the work of St Michael’s Hospice, we will be holding a Mufti Day on Friday, 9th February. All pupils are 
encouraged to ‘dress down’ rather than ‘up’ and to pay a fee of £1 by Thursday or £1.50 on Friday. All are encouraged to 
wear a hint of yellow, as it is the Hospice’s yellow week. 

This week, we celebrated St Richard’s position in the school performance league tables with the 2017 results earning us a 
progress 8 score of 0.59 and an attainment 8 score of 0.55 (grade B), placing the school in the top 8% of schools in the 
country. Congratulations to our former pupils, their parents and staff who worked hard to make sure tremendous progress. 

Can I thank those parents/carers who regularly attend our Parental Focus group meetings and encourage more to do so. 
The meetings are informal but packed full of useful information. They also provide the opportunity for you to raise issues 
and concerns and to evaluate school practices. Copies of the minutes are available on the school website so consider taking 
a look and joining our next meeting on Wednesday, 7th March at 9.15am or Thursday, 22nd March at 6.15pm. You would be 
most welcome. The PTFA are always looking for extra members so consider joining their group too: they meet informally 
once a term for an hour’s meeting. 
 

I do hope you enjoy the February holiday. Term four begins on Monday, 19th February when the staff and I look forward to 
welcoming the pupils back refreshed, smartly attired and eager to take on the new term’s opportunities and challenges, 
which will include fundraising during the season of Lent. 
 

Yours sincerely  
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Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

It is probably too late at the end of Term 3 to be wishing you a Happy New 

Year, but I will anyway. I wonder how many of us have given up on our New 

Year’s resolutions? I like to remind myself that there is always time to start afresh 

on our good intentions.  
 

We are exactly half way through the academic year and much has been 

achieved academically, socially and spiritually, but there are still lots of new 

opportunities coming up.  
 

Term 4 sees the start of Lent and life becomes a bit more serious for Year 11 as exams creep up. 

However, we also look forward to the beginnings of Spring, as the days lengthen, and no more 

going to and from school in semi darkness. I hope pupils, staff, teachers and fellow Governors 

have a good week’s break and come back refreshed and invigorated for the challenges and 

chances that lie ahead. 
 

God bless 

Alison Horan, Chair of Governors 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

Year Seven have continued to show what a fantastic year group they are. I am absolutely 

delighted with their attendance, behaviour and willingness to get involved. As we approach the 

half- way stage of the academic year I would like to draw your attention to a couple of items that 

they still haven’t quite mastered. The first is looking after their own property. We seem to have had 

a spate of PE bags going missing and pupils telling me they have been stolen! Thankfully, this isn’t 

the case and their PE bags have been left in the playground/classroom and passed onto me or 

after making the pupil look properly they are reunited. Far too often kit is not labelled or not 

looked for thoroughly. Please can you ensure PE kit is clearly labelled. Using their locker would, of 

course, help. The second item that needs highlighting is the wearing of a coat. The pupils have 

been told that they cannot go outside without one, but again, far too often in the morning, they 

have forgotten them. It is so important that they are keeping warm and dry and therefore healthy 

during the winter months. 
 

Diary Date: We are looking forward to the Year Seven and Eight Disco on Friday, 9th March. 

Please keep an eye out for more information on showmyhomework.com soon. 
 

PSHEe: The pupils will be exploring the following topics in Term 4: Sex, Relationship Education and 

staying safe on-line. If you have any questions relating to any of these, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 mrblighj@strichardscc.com 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

Charity Work: Year 8 continue to be involved in charity work as we move into Term 4. I am 

currently discussing with the Form Captains our next fundraising event which will be to support the 

British Heart Foundation. 
 

PSHEe: By the end of Term 3, all forms will have moved through the activities on ‘Positive 

Friendships and Anti-Bullying.’ These units have provided rich opportunities for all pupils to stimulate 

and challenge their thoughts, whilst reflecting on their personal responsibilities within our 

community. Year 8 is a challenging year for many, as friendship groups can often change as 

pupils adapt to learning more about each other, and defining themselves within a variety of 

friendship groups. All Year 8 form groups will gradually move onto work focusing on ‘Drug, Alcohol 

and Tobacco Education.’ The East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service are currently visiting one form 

each week. The sessions encourage pupils to identify their own safety strategies and consider their 

role when caring for other people. Interactive activities explore the impact on a community when 

young people engage in anti-social behaviour such as arson or hoax calling. 

http://showmyhomework.com/
mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com
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Extra-Curricular Activities: I am very pleased to note the large number of Year 8 pupils who are 

availing themselves of the clubs we have on offer. This supports the learning in the classroom and 

is also an excellent way to make new friends and spend time pursuing an interest. 
 

Attendance Games: Congratulations to Mimi Luscombe who won the £20 Cineworld voucher for 

100% attendance during Terms 1 and 2.  
 

Miss Easton, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (misseastonk@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

We are already approaching half way through the academic year and perhaps more poignantly, 

the Year 9 pupils are half way through their secondary schooling. This midway point was 

punctuated by the Year 9 Parents’ Evening on 11th January and then the Curriculum Evening on 

25th January.  Thank you for supporting your children at both events. 
 

Parents’ Evening: It was great to see so many parents/carers attend the evening. A very busy night 

saw 171 out of the 200 pupils (85.5%) being represented and the atmosphere was certainly very 

positive. The parental survey was presented both online and via the traditional paper method this 

year.  Keeping in mind the potential for dual entries, the total surveys completed was 104, an 

increase of almost 50% on last year. 100% of the surveys completed in school communicated that 

their child was doing well/very well at school. However, I note that 7 parents who reported that 

their child was not doing well completed the survey online. I hope that these parents managed to 

attend and thus gain insightful feedback from staff. I would encourage any parent with concerns 

to communicate either with the relevant class teacher or directly with me so that we can work 

together. Thank you for the additional comments and questions, please find responses below to 

some of the points made. 
 

Q. (Regards Curriculum Booklet) Is there any other information you would have liked in it? 

A. Sixth Form Options – with so many providers and courses, please request or view an online 

prospectus from the local Further Education establishments. 

A. How many GCSEs must be taken – at least eight subjects with the majority of pupils taking 9 or 

its equivalent.  

A. Not clear about how many subjects could be chosen in each pathway – This was clarified at 

the Curriculum Evening and it was communicated to pupils several times. 

A. Websites to access for SEN help – please do email mrsmithi@strichardscc.com with any SEN 

related questions 
 

There were many questions relating to Curriculum Evening which I hope were answered on the 

evening itself.  Options forms are due in on Friday, 9th February. Please ensure you contact either 

the respective Subject Leader, Miss Machin, or me, should you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Bullying: I do not believe there is a school in the country where bullying is not present in some way, 

shape or form. It is imperative that our pupils are encouraged to report it. I am concerned that a 

parent/carer feels that bullying is not dealt with. I can assure you all that any instance that is 

reported is investigated and managed. We stand firmly as a community on this subject and our 

school policy clearly reflects this. Please access www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk for information. I 

would encourage you to make an appointment to see myself, Mrs Bligh or Miss Cronin if you do 

have concerns. 

Targets: Responding to the question on targets and termly achievement, if at any point, your child 

is assessed to be more than ‘1’ below target, they would be deemed to be off track at that point.  

GCSE targets will not be set until the beginning of the GCSE course. Please contact 

mrtadrosp@strichardscc.com if you have a specific question regarding the data, tracking and 

target system. 

Behaviour: Regarding the few comments under this section, I encourage you to contact either: 

the specific class teacher, your child’s tutor or me. 
 

Open Questions 

Trains - from Eastbourne are beyond our control. We do our very best to manage the arrival and 

departure of all pupils at the station and communicate and accommodate delays. Please do 

contact the service provider should you have any specific concerns. 

mailto:misseastonk@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsmithi@strichardscc.com
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/
mailto:mrtadrosp@strichardscc.com
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Detentions - if your child is receiving multiple detentions from several teachers I would advise you 

to contact the specific teachers and work to prevent future occurrences. 

Canteen – I regularly eat at the very end of lunch as do supervising staff members. There is always 

food left over and never just ‘a cookie’.  It is more likely that the choice left is narrower at the end 

of lunch, which it must be or we would have excess wastage each day, however, the ‘main 

healthy meal’ is always available.  

Concerns - please be assured that comments referencing general school concerns have been 

communicated. 

Praise – thank you for the many affirming comments to staff. They do work many more hours than 

contractually obliged and do their very best for all the pupils in the school and your positive 

feedback reassures us all that most of the time we do get it right. 
 

Charity Work: Following a very busy Term 2 and a huge amount of fundraising, Year 9 are 

preparing for a busy Term 4. We will again be completing the ’40 Bags in 40 Days’ for Oxfam next 

term.  I’m delighted to tell you that our Lenten donations to Oxfam last year resulted in sales of 

£329.74 by November. With our family’s impending relocation, I know I will be able to contribute 

greatly! 

Our Year 9 pupils continue to remember Sophie Taylor and raise money to support The Royal 

Marsden Cancer Charity. 9S, directed by Mrs White, raised £165 through the sales of their hand 

made products at their Winter Market. 9R accompanied by Mrs Scott and Mrs Byrne, sang 

Christmas Carols at Grosvenor Park Care Home in aid of The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity and 

Age Concern. The write up and pictures are elsewhere in the newsletter, but I can tell you that 

they raised a whopping £304! 9I are currently planning to host a movie night for Year 7 & 8, more 

to follow. We have a very exciting and potentially enormous project which will soon launch.  I can 

tell you in advance that Miss Pennington has been very busy and it will involve artwork being 

created from all sectors of our community as well as by professional artists, including household 

names.  Watch this space… 
 

Date for the diary: We will again be supporting ‘Brain Tumour Research’ by wearing a hat and 

donating £1 on Tuesday, 27th March, the last Tuesday of Term 4. There will be various prizes on the 

day for a variety of categories of hats. Please have a look at www.braintumourresearch.org to 

find out more and to get some hat ideas.    
 

PSHEe: Term 4 sees a shift in direction to Careers, which begins with a Careers Workshop, 

organised by Mrs Adams. Year 9 pupils have picked their preferred three workshops from a list 

containing: Architecture, Accountancy, Veterinary, Employability Skills, Midwifery, Law, Digital 

Marketing and Apprenticeships. Hopefully most of them will be able to attend the workshop of 

their first choice but some are a little oversubscribed. 
 

Liturgy: ‘Thankfulness’ was the focus of the assembly performed by 9S on Thursday, 11th January. 

Mrs White’s class reminded us about the many things we often take for granted and expressed 

the things that they are most grateful for. On Tuesday, 16th January, Year 9 enjoyed a Service with 

Deacon Eugene suitably centred around a theme of making choices.  It was a lovely service with 

some fantastic singing, particularly from the choir and soloists.  Please do remind your child to take 

an active part in all worship, a message which I reminded them at the conclusion of the Service. 

Friday, 2nd February saw 9H, guided by Miss Auzinger, conduct their assembly on Identity.   
 

Mr Carradine, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com)  
 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

Rewards: Throughout Year 10, pupils have collected ‘Achievement points’ which you will have 

been notified of by the School Gateway. I am really pleased to highlight some exceptional 

performances from girls: Isabelle Pilon, Isabella Gibbons, Lily McGregor, Abbie Pinnington and Dilys 

Cornford, as well as Joseph Neilan, Dominic Sharp, Gregory Blake, Christian Whiteley, Deshan 

Sureshan for the boys. 
 

PSHEe: Year 10 have been focussing on Work Experience in PSHEe this term with visits from outside 

speaker Jay Wotten from Hastings Direct talking about CV writing and interview techniques. The 

pupils will be putting together their CVs and personal statements in preparation for their mock 

interviews later on in the year. 
 

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
mailto:mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com
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WEX: The majority of pupils have completed their WEX applications. We have held two lunchtime 

support sessions to help the final few pupils to meet the deadline for placements. The final date for 

all applications was 26th January 2018. If your child has missed this deadline please contact Mrs 

Adams with your concerns mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com.    
 

Assemblies: Year 10 have been lucky enough to have had 

informative assemblies performed by their peers. ‘Our 

House Saints’ by Mrs Robertson and 10L was well received 

by the year group and is part of the plan to improve the 

profile of the House and rewards systems. Hastings Direct 

have also been in to talk to the Year group about CV 

writing and interview techniques. Pupils have also received 

assemblies on Use of Language, Using Support and New 

Beginnings.  
 

Extra-Curricular activities: There are plenty of extra-

curricular clubs and activities for Year 10 pupils to get involved in at lunchtime and after-school. 

Please encourage your child to attend at least one club per term.  
 

Homework: All pupils should be checking Show My Homework daily. All homework should be 

completed to the required standard and handed in on time. Year 10 homework should be taking 

a minimum of 45 minutes per piece. If all homework is complete, pupils should be spending time 

reviewing their work or revising for any tests. All Year 10 pupils are aware of the sanctions around 

homework and the sanctions for repeat offenders. If your child is struggling with organisation or 

completing the homework due to understanding, Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week, 

Monday to Thursday after school to further support pupils with their homework.  
 

Many thanks in anticipation for your continued support. Wishing you an enjoyable and restful 

February break. 
 

Mr Campbell, Pastoral Leader Year 10 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

I am pleased with the mature and responsible way Year 11 are behaving this year. However, the 

mock exams have given many a shock and now they are aware that a lot of hard work is needed 

over the next few months. I am pleased to report that there are 40 pupils receiving Certificates of 

Commendation and 21 pupils being awarded postcards home for hard work and achievement. 

They are Panashe Makwiramiti, Maisie Edwards, Lucy Sparkes, Phoebe Hemsley, Georgina Coulter, 

Eve Simmonds, Olivia White, Simna Sabu, Varsha Shaji, Chiara Wilding De Miranda, Lara Lippin, 

Eloise Hennelly, Elvita Blinova, Aliyah Dialino, Rachael McCarthy, Stephanie Puri, Hannah Jones, 

Abbie Fairhurst, Chloe Wilkinson, Emily Wheeler, Abigail Brown, Alina Reji, Jack Eaton, Mikaela 

Rodriguez, Megan Bassett, Primrose Munro, Lucinda Hamilton-Burns, Sandra Sabu, Alexander 

Power, Chris Praveenkumar John,  Olivia Robertson, Jill Sarmiento Julio, Kirsten-Andrea Ilagan, 

Anisha Kamboj, Mikey Gentry, Martha Hellett and Honey Madrideo. Well done to all of them for 

their hard work and positive attitude. 
 

Prefects: Congratulations to the following prefects who have completed their duties without fail. 

They are Mia Elliott, Callum Ralph, James Knight, Helena Hudson, Lucy Sparkes, Martha Hellett, Ma 

Shaina Mallorca, Lucinda Hamilton-Burns, Lara Lippin, Chloe Wilkinson, Tilly Harrison, Ileana Buagas, 

Angel Joy, Elvita Blinova, Hannah Jones, Anisha Kamboj, Joshua Turner, Stephanie Puri, Georgina 

Coulter, Sophie Whitbourn and Chris Varghese.  
  

Events: Year 11 have a very popular Valentine’s Day charity musical event coming up on 8th and 

9th February. They are also busy preparing the Yearbook and end of year video. We all look 

forward to seeing the fruits of their efforts. 
 

The mock results have shown that an immediate and well organised revision timetable is needed. 

Below are some of the intervention and revision sessions available in the next few months. There 

will be further revision sessions offered just before the GCSE exams begin and I will email these to 

parents/carers nearer the time. Thank you to all the Year 11 pupils who helped at Year 9 

curriculum evening. 
 

mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com
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The current intervention and revision programme is as below: 
  

Day and time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before school 

 

 

English by invite 

only (Miss 

Wood) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths (Mr 

Gallivan) 
 

GCSE Higher 

Maths in L2 (Mrs 

Crampton) 
 

Reg Maths in A3 

(Miss Machin)  

Maths (Mr 

Gallivan) 

GCSE 

Foundation 

Maths in B7 (Mr 

Campbell) 
 

Reg Maths in A3 

(Miss Machin) 

Lunchtime 

 

German 

Booster Session 

(15 minutes) in 

B5 

French Booster 

1.10-1.30pm 

Rotation 

between B14 

and B4 (Miss 

Chong, Mrs 

Howis & Mrs 

Herring) 

GCSE Higher 

Maths in Tech 3 

(Mrs Carradine) 
 

GCSE Higher 

Maths in B6 (Ms 

Gallagher) 

 

French Booster 

1.00-1.20pm 

Rotate 

between B14 

and B4 (Miss 

Chong, Mrs 

Howis & Mrs 

Herring) 
 

Geography 

Booster in A10 

12:50-1:05pm 

TEXTILES CAT in 

Tech 4 (Mrs 

Handrihan) 
 

German 

Booster Session 

(15 minutes) in 

B5 

 

Afterschool 

 

BTEC Sports 

Studies (Mr 

Varney) 

 

GCSE Higher 

Maths in B9 

(Miss Machin) 
 

Intervention 

group in B8 

3:15-4:35pm (Mr 

Doherty) 
 

Sports Studies in 

A1 (Mr Bligh) 

 

 

GCSE 

Foundation 

Maths in C1 (Mr 

Carradine) 
 

GCSE 

Foundation 

Maths in L1 (Mr 

Stickland) 
 

GCSE Higher 

Maths in B6 (Ms 

Gallagher) 
 

Intervention 

group - in B8 

3:15-4:35-pm 

(Mr Doherty) 
 

Geography in 

A2 (Mr Howe) 
 

PD in Tech 1 

(Mrs Robertson) 

Intervention 

group - in B8 

3:15-4:35pm (Mr 

Doherty) 
 

Business Studies 

(Mrs Forster-

Simmons) - 

room tbc 
 

Computer 

Science 

intervention & 

revision (Every 

2nd Week) 

starting 

Thursday 23rd 

November until 

Thursday 3rd 

May 
 

Textiles Tech 4 

every week  

PRACTICAL CAT 

History - A9 & 

A11 3:20-

4:05pm (Mr 

Doherty, Mrs 

Campbell, Mrs 

Fegan and Mrs 

Avery) 

 
 

Drama (Mrs 

Dunster) 
 

DT (Resistant 

Materials) in  

Tech 1 (Mrs 

Robertson) 

 

*NB - additional English intervention is provided by teachers as their pupils need it and parents are 

always informed. We also run in-class intervention.  
 

Mr Doherty, Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
 
 

 

 

At St Richard's, we are committed to working with pupils and their families to ensure 
that they receive support both within and beyond the classroom. One way we can help is 
to ensure that families eligible for free school meals receive them. St Richard's receives 
funding from the government for pupils who are eligible for free school meals and this 
money is used to provide extra support, for example, by supplying eligible pupils with 
free study guides, equipment and some funding for educational trips. This money helps 
to raise aspirations. 

 

To check if you are entitled please read the information on our website: 
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/ Alternatively, your child can pick up an application form 
from the Reception office for you to complete and return to County or to Mrs Hollands in Reception. The school can 
then use the Checking Service to confirm entitlement but you may need to show up-to-date proof that you meet the 
qualifying criteria. If approved, the entitlement will be credited daily to the cashless catering system. You can also 
check online to see if you qualify, in our new School Gateway app. 

mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com
https://www.strichardscc.com/parents/pupil-premium/
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Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
 

Happy New Year: The PTFA were very busy in 
the lead up to Christmas, which seems so long 
ago now. Members of the PTFA donated 
various items for the Christmas raffle which 
was drawn at the Advent Service. The 
donations were transformed into hampers and 
all looked fabulous; we were very grateful to 
receive so many wonderful items. The winners 
were: Anne Campbell, T Turner, A Page, A 
Wierderstein and Deshan in Year 10.  We 
raised a fabulous amount: £950! 

 

 
 
 
 

 

NEXT PTFA MEETING: Monday, 5th February at 7pm, ALL WELCOME! 
 

Next Event: We shall be holding a disco for all pupils in Year 7 & 8. The PTFA will have various 
flashing/glowing items for sale, refreshments and we are hoping to book a photo booth. There will 
also be a great DJ. It will be held on the evening of Friday, 9th March. Tickets will be on sale from 
Wednesday, 7th February from Miss Easton and Mr Bligh for just £3. Make sure you get your 
ticket early to avoid disappointment 
 

2018 Summer Fayre will be held on Saturday, 30th June 2018 
 

Best Wishes 
 

Nicky Cave 
 

PTFA Chair (PTFA@strichardscc.com) 
Charity Registration Number 1174645 

 

 

Parking Reminder 
When dropping off and collecting your child/ren please remember to be considerate of our 

neighbours. Please do not block access to roads and driveways. 

The seafront near Sutton Place, TN40 1PD, is the ideal place for pick-ups and drop-offs as it allows for a 

quick getaway. Thank you to all those parents now using the seafront for pick-ups and drop-offs.  

School Lunch Queries 
 

If you have a query regarding school lunches please contact the Catering Manager, Julie 
Slayford, via email: U72911@compass-group.co.uk  
 

If the problem is with ParentPay please go to the ParentPay website: 
https://www.parentpay.com/parents/using-parentpay 
 

St Richard’s does not have access to ParentPay accounts. We are only able to print a letter providing 
you with the activation details to set up an account. 
 

Raffle prizes donated by PTFA members 
and the cake was kindly made and donated 

to the raffle by Year 9 parent, Sara-Jane 

Soggee 

mailto:PTFA@strichardscc.com
mailto:U72911@compass-group.co.uk
https://www.parentpay.com/parents/using-parentpay
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Special Educational Needs 
 

Year 11 Access Arrangements: Following their mock exam results, I have been meeting 

with pupils in Year 11 who have use of access arrangements in exams. These can include: use 

of a scribe to write on their behalf; having questions read aloud, or additional time to 

complete the exam. There are strict criteria by which we can grant these allowances and, 

when called upon by the qualifying body JCQ, we must be able to prove that pupils are 

regularly using these arrangements as their usual way of working. Teaching staff have been 

collecting evidence towards our examinations file and pupils in Year 11 should be aware of the 

support they receive and how best to use it. If you or your child have any queries, please 

contact me via telephone or email: mrsmithi@strichardscc.com. 
 

Exam Revision - the golden rules for pupils: 

1. Attend revision sessions when offered. Your teacher is the expert in your subject and 

knows what you need to do to achieve your target grade. 
 

2. Effective revision is active. Ask yourself: what does half an hour of revision look like? If 

you are just reading notes and highlighting revision guides: stop! For each block of revision, 

you should have something to show for it: a mind map, a page of bullet-point notes, a Cornell 

notes sheet, or practice at an exam question. Reading and highlighting alone is not enough. 
 

3. Break down your revision into chunks of 30 minutes. Change from subject to subject to 

keep your brain busy. 
 

4. Practise what you find hardest. The more time you devote to it, the easier you will find it. 

Don't be tempted to just revise what you already know. 
 

5. Eat healthily, drink water and get enough sleep. Phones and tablets can disrupt sleep, so 

have at least an hour free of screen time before going to bed. (Try it, if you're not sleeping 

well!) 
 

6. Set yourself a revision timetable and a desk to work at without distractions. Get yourself 

into good habits early - starting now. 
 

Meetings: Next term sees the next SENCo drop-in on Tuesday, 20th March, 3:30pm – 

5.00pm in the Library. Any parent/carer can come along without an appointment to see me 

and the Year Co-ordinators to discuss any queries or concerns. Please contact me as above if 

you wish to arrange an appointment at another time. 
 

Wish best wishes for a happy and healthy Term four. 
Mr Smith, SENCO  
 
 

 

 
 

Need somewhere quiet to complete homework?  

Why not come to Prep Club one or two nights a week? 

Open 3.15 - 5.00pm, Monday to Thursday in ‘C’ Block ICT Suite. Give it a try! 

Supervised by a member of staff. 

See what a difference it makes to your evening by completing homework in school rather than at 

home. 

Prep Club Plus takes place in BICT from 3.15-4.15pm and is for pupils with SEN. 

The library is also open until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday with computer facilities available as well 

as plenty of books!  

mailto:mrsmithi@strichardscc.com
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Ski Trip Report 

The 2017-18 and 12th 
St Richard’s Ski Trip 
will best be described 
and remembered as 
incredible. There was a 
huge amount of snow 
and conditions were 
perfect for all abilities. 
In particular, the 
progress made by the 
21 beginners in the 
group of 40 skiers was 
greater than I have ever seen on any trip. Their attitude and 
determination ensured that they all ascended the chair lift to 
1,800m by lunchtime on day 2, absolutely incredible! The 
intermediate skiers, many of whom were on the trip last year, and 
the advanced skiers had an equally progressive week. We continue 
to use the excellent services of Snowslippers and stayed in the 
Forsthoff hotel, as we did last year. Excellent accommodation and 
food provided us with the rest and nourishment following physical 
days in very cold conditions. 
 

The 40 pupils and I were accompanied by Miss Machin, Dr Durkin 
and Mr Bligh. I have now passed the baton to Mr Harwood to run 
the 2018-19 ski trip. We have already confirmed the week of Friday, 
14th to Friday, 21st December with Snowslippers and the trip will 
launch very soon, giving more time to pay in smaller amounts. One 
of my passions is to introduce people to skiing, and to make it 
accessible to people who may not be able to give it a go. Launching 
early will hopefully help manage the cost. Using a St Richard’s login, 
pupils can have a look at pictures and videos via this link https://goo.gl/CRX6xk 
 

Mr Carradine 

Adverse Weather 

Should adverse weather occur and there is a possibility that the college may be closed, please 
check the following for information: 

 The college website: www.strichardscc.com. This will give a clear statement about whether 
the college is closed or open. The information will be available by 6.45am. The delay is 
caused by the need to speak to public transport and they will not make a decision on travel 
until 6.30am. 

 School Gateway: an App message and email will be sent. 

 The East Sussex County Council school closure website: 
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm.  
This information will be available before 7.00am. This link also provides parents with the 
opportunity to subscribe to receive automatic RSS news feeds and emails which tell them 
when the college is closed.  

 Please also listen to local radio: Radio Sussex, Heart or Arrow FM. 
 

I would like to point out to you that we will always endeavour to open the school, however 
a health and safety risk assessment will be the deciding factor if we find ourselves needing to 
close/close early. 

If the closure is for more than a day then work will be placed on Show My Homework. 
 

 

 

https://goo.gl/CRX6xk
http://www.strichardscc.com/
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm
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REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCE/LATENESS TO SCHOOL 
There are many ways in which you can alert the school to your child’s absence. The quickest and easiest is via the 
School Gateway app, which is free to download.  The methods of alerting us are: 

Send a message via the School Gateway app.  You can do this as follows: 
1. On the app’s home page, tap on your child’s name. 
2. Tap on attendance, and the Notify tab in the right hand corner. 
3. Fill in the details of the absence, and press send. 

 Parents/carers can leave an answerphone message reporting their child’s absence from school or 
lateness to school due to an appointment by dialling the school telephone number – (01424) 731070 
and then pressing 1 when prompted. Wherever possible, please ensure this is done before the close 
of registration at 9.10am. You will be asked for your full name, the pupil’s name, their form group, 
the reason for their absence and your relationship to the absent pupil.  

 You can email the dedicated absence email address with the same details as shown above: 
pupilabsence@strichardscc.com.   
 

Please note that without a reason for the absence e.g. illness or medical, I cannot authorise an absence. 
Please specify the nature of the illness. If a pupil is absent for more than three days for an illness, we may 
not be able to authorise the absence without some form of medical evidence. This can be in the form of a 
medical appointment slip, a hospital appointment letter, a prescription slip or a prescribed medication box 
showing your child’s name on the printed label. 
 

Please can you ensure that any letters regarding past or future absences (other than holiday requests 
which must be addressed to Miss Cronin) are addressed and sent/given to me and not your child’s Form 
Tutor so that the appropriate information is shown on your child’s attendance records. My email address is 
mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com  It is also very important that, should your child miss registration, he/she 
remembers to come to the Attendance Office to sign in or sign out as appropriate so that we have an 
accurate record of all pupils on the college site. This is to ensure their safety.  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO LET US KNOW FOR EACH SUBSEQUENT DAY OF ABSENCE. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT FOR SAFEGUARDING REASONS. 

 

ATTENDANCE COMPETITION 
This year we are continuing our competition, the Attendance Games. For every complete week a pupil 
attends school, their name will go forward to win the termly prize, a cinema voucher. Every pupil who 
attends daily for 6 weeks gains an extra entry into the competition, increasing their chances of winning. 
We aim to reward pupils for good attendance, without penalising those who are absent for unavoidable 
reasons. The winner of the £20 cinema voucher for Term 2 was Mimi Luscombe of 8R. Congratulations, 
Mimi! 

175 NON-SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR: 
 

spent on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments 

190 days in 
each school 

year 
10 days off 19 days off 29 days off 38 days off 47 days off 

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

GOOD 
Best chance of reaching your 

target grades 

WORRYING 
You will have to work harder 

outside of school hours to reach 
your target grades 

SERIOUS CONCERN 
Unlikely to achieve target grades 

at GCSE 

If you have any questions about anything to do with attendance, please give me a call or send me an email. 
 

Many thanks             Mrs Jones, Attendance Officer (mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com)   

mailto:pupilabsence@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com
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Christmas Card Designs 2017 
 

 

Congratulations to Anna Donald, Dilys Cornford and Kaira Rubit for designing such 
inspirational Christmas cards this year, which Miss Cronin was proud to send to so many 
supporters of the school. 
 
  

9R’s Carol Concert 2017 by Millie White 
On December 13th we visited Grosvenor Park Care Home in 
Bexhill. We wanted to combine the joy of singing Christmas 
Carols with our fundraising efforts for the Royal Marsden 
Cancer Care Charity and Age Concern. We were lucky to be 
accompanied on keyboard by Head of Music, Mrs Byrne. 
After the concert we chatted with the residents. We also 
enjoyed tasty refreshments which were kindly provided by the 
catering manager. The event was a great success as it was a 
fun way to raise money for two charities close to our hearts 
and bring some happiness to the elderly residents during the Christmas Period. We raised £304 
to share between the two charities. This event not only made the elderly happy, but it made us 
happy, to see that a smile had been brought to the faces of all those there.  
 

Bexhill Foodbank & Surviving Christmas 
Fundraising News 

 

St Richard’s supported the Surviving 
Christmas appeal for Christmas 2017. The 
amount of £1480.15 was raised, as well as 

donations of food and clothing. Thank you to everyone who 
supported Surviving Christmas which helped towards providing 

food hampers and a 2 day open event to support the vulnerable in our community at Christmas.  

Congratulations to Year 9 and 10 pupils for 
their fantastic contributions which topped 
up the Bexhill Foodbank at Christmas 
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How can I spot the signs of bullying? 
 

Signs to watch for if you think your child may be being bullied: 
You may be unsure if your child is involved in a bullying incident. He or she could be acting as a bully, being 
bullied or upset because they have seen others behaving badly. If you suspect that your child is involved in 
bullying, then look out for these signs: 

 bruises 
 broken or missing possessions 
 becoming withdrawn – not talking, or spending more time alone 
 changes in eating habits 
 changes in behaviour – becoming aggressive at home  
 sleeping badly 
 complaining of headaches or stomach aches 
 wetting the bed 
 worrying about going to school 
 suddenly doing less well at school 

 

However, there could be other reasons for these signs, so try to avoid jumping to conclusions. Ask yourself 
the following questions: 

 Is there anything else bothering my child? 
 Have there been changes at home like a new baby, or divorce or separation? 

 

If there have not been any other changes and you suspect bullying may be the cause of the distress and 
anxiety, it is important to try and act as early as you can.  
 

How can I help my child if he/she is being bullied? 
If your child is being bullied, don't panic. Your key role is listening, calming and providing reassurance so 
that the situation can get better when action is taken. 

 Listen and reassure them that coming to you was the right thing to do. Try and establish the 
facts. It can be helpful to keep a diary of events to share with the school. 

 Assure them that the bullying is not their fault and that they have family that will support them. 
Reassure them that you will not take any action without discussing it with them first.  

 Don't encourage retaliation to bullying - such as violent actions. It's important for children to 
avoid hitting or punching an abusive peer. Reacting that way has negative and unpredictable 
results - they may be hurt even further, and find that they are labelled as the problem. Rather 
suggest that they walk away and seek help. 

 Find out what your child wants to happen next. Help to identify the choices open to them; the 
potential next steps to take, and the skills they may have to help solve the problems. 

 Encourage your child to get involved in activities that build their confidence and esteem, and 
help them to form friendships outside of school (or wherever the bullying is taking place).  

 Discuss the situation with your child's Form Tutor or Pastoral Leader - or the lead adult wherever 
the bullying is taking place. Every child has a right to a safe environment in which to learn and 
play.  

 

Mrs Hills, Anti-Bullying Co-ordinator 
 

CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Careers Ambassadors 
As a way of enhancing the Careers Education programme within the college, I 
have decided to introduce the role of ‘Careers Ambassadors’. The role will involve 
the pupils evaluating the already existing careers resources, trial of new online 
resources, writing newspaper articles and delivering careers sessions to pupils in Year 7. Congratulations 
to the following pupils, who were successful in being selected to be our Careers Ambassadors: Honey 
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Harrison, Maddie Baszczak, Libby Moore, Izehi Ebhohimen, Amelie Bennett, Ciara Chicken, Hannah Chan, 
Millicent McIvor, Gabriella Russell, Sophia Rudko, Jessicca Davies, Hannah Woodall, Ruby Byrne and 
Jackson Stewart-Porter. 
 

Calling all Former Pupils 
Did you go to St Richard’s Catholic College? If you’re a former pupil who would like to support current 
pupils, the college would love to hear from you! Right now, there are pupils in the assembly hall where you 
once sat, facing similar challenges and opportunities that you did. Being connected to you could really help 
them. The college is one of more than 500 state schools across Britain which have registered with the 
charity, Future First, to set up networks of former pupils or alumni. Future First’s vision is that every state 
school or college should be supported by a thriving, engaged alumni community that helps it to do more for 
its pupils. More than 50,000 former pupils across Britain have already signed up to stay connected with 
their old school. They’re inspiring young people in a number of ways: as career and education role models, 
mentors or e-mentors, work experience providers, governors, donors or fundraisers. It doesn’t matter when 
you left school, whether you’re in further education or employment, whether you still live nearby or have 
moved further away, there are still ways you can help! You can sign up to Future First’s alumni scheme by 
following this link: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student-ms-s1/strichards 
 

Work Experience Mock Interviews 
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience in June 2018. In preparation for this the timetable is 
suspended for one morning of activities. The activities include: writing curriculum vitae, role play and health 
and safety whilst in the work place. Each pupil also attends a 20 minute one to one interview. I am looking 
for volunteers to act as interviewers for this morning, which will take place on Tuesday, 5th June 2018. 
Each interviewer will see approximately 3-4 pupils over the duration of the morning. Feedback should be 
given to the pupils in terms of their CVs and any tips or advice for the future. If you are interested in being 
involved in this event or would like further information please contact me at the email address below. 
 

Careers in Performing Arts Workshop 
On Monday, 22nd January, Year 8 pupils were invited to a 
talk by former pupil, Alfie Differ, on his journey in Performing 
Arts since leaving St Richard’s. This was a really interactive 
workshop, where the pupils were up and moving around 
playing a game that Alfie plays at college. He had also 
brought in lots of props and programmes from shows he has 
performed in. Alfie pointed out the importance of joining stage 
schools and getting involved in various performances to help 
with future career paths. Thank you to Alfie for giving up his 
time. 
 

Mrs C Adams 
Careers and Work Experience Coordinator - mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com 
 

 

Plumpton College Events in February and March 2018 
 

Taster Days for Year 9-11 pupils are available during the East Sussex February holiday - Monday, 
12th February and Tuesday, 13th February 2018. For more information please see the link: 
https://www.plumpton.ac.uk/our-college/news/calendar-of-events/event/taster-day-3093/ 
 

Plumpton College (Plumpton site) Open Morning on Saturday, 3rd March 2018 (9.00am to 12.00pm). For 
more information please contact: Admissions on 01273 890454 or email: admissions@plumpton.ac.uk 
 

 

Are you interested in Teaching? 
If you are interested in training to teach, why not consider Thrive Teaching School Alliance as your training provider?  
Alongside the University of Sussex, based in Brighton, we offer a School Direct route into teaching which awards you 
a PGCE and Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) upon its completion. 
 

Within Thrive Teaching School Alliance we have many training places available at St Richard’s and within our other 
partner schools of Robertsbridge Community College, Claverham Community College and a selection of primary 
schools for September 2018. Currently these are for the full range of secondary subjects. For some subjects, funding 
is also available. Applications are now open on UCAS. 
 

Have a look on the college’s website under ‘Teaching Schools, Initial Teacher Training’ or contact 
mrswoode@strichardscc.com for more information. 
 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student-ms-s1/strichards
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
https://www.plumpton.ac.uk/our-college/news/calendar-of-events/event/taster-day-3093/
mailto:admissions@plumpton.ac.uk
mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com
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English Department News 
 

We have had an exciting term three so far! On 

Thursday, 11th January we were lucky enough to have 
had a Creative Writing Day for Year 11 and lots of 
other smaller groups of pupils. Author, Matt Whyman, 

and writer/blogger, Jane Branson, visited and led 
workshops to provide expert advice on writing 

narratives and descriptive writing. Pupils found the 
sessions stimulating and extremely helpful for their 
assessed writing tasks. 
  

On Thursday, 25th January, Year 9 had a lesson on 
Romeo and Juliet by the RSC which was screened live from the Royal Shakespeare 

Theatre in Stratford. This live lesson will support pupils with their analysis and 
understanding of the play. 
 

Creative Writing Club continues to run on Tuesday lunchtimes in A8 with myself, as 
well as Mrs Leggatt’s News Club on alternate Wednesday lunchtimes in Link 3. Pupils 
can see us for details. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Thank you for all you do in supporting your son/daughter with their reading at home. 
Don’t forget reading lists have been shared with your child at the beginning of the year, 

so there is no excuse for not knowing what to read! 
 

Mrs Wood, Acting Subject Leader of English. 
 

Literacy 
St Richard’s continues to try to promote a love of reading through DEAR (Drop 
Everything and Read) which takes place at least once a week during registration time. 

Pupils are expected to carry a book with them at all times. In addition, Literacy Monday 
is a new school-wide initiative that focuses on topping up pupils’ grammar skills.   
 

There are now four members of staff delivering the accelerated reading programme 
Sound Training across the school. Groups of four pupils have six or seven fast-paced 
sessions that help to develop decoding of words and word recognition. Through the study 

of root words and their definitions, pupils have been shown to make dramatic 
improvements in terms of their reading age.  
 

Mr Steele, Literacy Lead 
 
KS4 

Year 11 - You will take your final English mocks on these dates: 
Monday, 5th March - Literature Paper 2 (20th century text, poetry anthology and unseen 

poetry) 
Tuesday, 6th March - Language Paper 1 (Creative Explorations) 
 

Remember to use the Year 11 Google Drive revision folder for helpful resources and 
links and reminders of which paper is which! In there you will also find the padlet links 
for all topics and a reminder about revision guides. Now that we have finished the 

content of the course, all lessons are covering revision so make the most of the time 
you have each week with your teachers. 
 

If you still need a revision guide, purchase one for £5 from your English teacher. We can 
recommend the literature guides for individual set texts but we do not stock them in 
school.  
 

Mrs Leggatt runs poetry support sessions WEDNESDAY LUNCHTIMES each week 2 in 
L3. All welcome - bring anthologies.  
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In addition to targeted support for particular pupils and sessions provided by class 

teachers as necessary, we are running the following study support sessions in B11: 
Thursday 1st February, Thursday 8th February, Thursday 22nd February, Thursday 1st 
March, Wednesday 7th March, Wednesday 14th March, Wednesday 21st March and 

Tuesday, 27th March. 
 

Please bring revision materials for 1:1 support from English teachers on these dates. 

This information has also been emailed to Year 11, shared by class teachers and placed 
on SMH. Please ensure you are making use of the wealth of support available to you. 
 

Year 10, your Language and Literature assessments will take place during term 4 and 

dates will be published in due course. You will take a language paper 1 reading 
assessment and a literature poetry anthology comparison. More information to follow.  
 

Year 10 are currently focussing on creative writing skills alongside their poetry anthology 
and modern text. 
 

Both years - keep learning those keywords (all available on padlets and the Google 
Drive).  
 

I recommend keeping an eye on TV schedules and cinema listings for versions of the 
texts you are studying to help you with plot, characters and themes. It is also worth 
checking the De La Warr Pavilion, The Odeon and Cineworld as they regularly run 

discounted National Theatre screenings of plays which are invaluable to study and also 
thoroughly enjoyable to watch. DVDs can also be borrowed from the school library. 
 

Parents 
We have a stock of Collins revision guides which cover language and literature - they 
include revision materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are available 

from Miss Wood in A1 for £5 (cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!) For text-specific guides we 
recommend the York notes 9-1 guides or CGP for a more simplified option. Teachers can 
show pupils copies of these guides and they are available in all good bookshops and on 

Amazon. As always, thank you for your support.  
 

You will receive information about additional support for your child as and when it 

is required.  
 

Miss Wood, KS4 Co-ordinator 

Maths Department 
 

Methods Maths: Brand new to St Richard’s is Methods Maths for GCSE Interactive papers. Make 
sure you have your log in from your teacher. 
 

Maths Clubs: 

 Maths Club every Thursday 
from 3.15-4.00pm in B6 for KS3 pupils.  

 Intervention for Year 11 HIGHER - running for 
all classes morning, lunch and after school. 
 

Primary Maths Masterclasses: Pupils from our feeder 
schools and further afield joined this year’s masterclass 
series for the Maths in TV game show! 

 

This year’s Maths 
in Action Week 
has the Theme - Maths Eyes. Join the competition and 
produce a poster from any photo you take. Entries 
close before the February holiday so get your entry in! 
Please email: msgallagherl@strichards.cc.com 
   
Ms Gallagher, Numeracy Co-ordinator 
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Science Department News  
‘A Galaxy of Her Own’ IET Christmas Lecture at Canterbury 
Just before the Christmas holiday, a sorority of keen St Richard’s scientists travelled to 
Canterbury to hear an IET Christmas Lecture from the truly inspirational Libby Jackson. 
Libby’s book, ‘A Galaxy of Her Own’, tells fifty stories of inspirational women who have 
been fundamental to the story of humans in space, from scientists to astronauts with 
some surprising roles in between. 
 

Libby’s speaking style was warm and conversational and she shone an appreciative light on previously 
unsung heroines of the STEM arena from Ada Lovelace, famous nineteenth century mathematician, to the 
women behind the Apollo missions, from the astronauts breaking records on the International Space 
Station to those blazing the way in the race to get to Mars. We all enjoyed a truly inspirational evening! 
 

GCSE Astronomer, Isobel Francis, reports, ‘We went to see ‘A Galaxy Of Her Own’ by Libby Jackson and I 
was inspired. I really enjoyed her talk because she was down to earth and kind. She talked about women in 
science who have been forgotten. I found it really interesting because she talked about people I had never 
heard about so it made me go back and research all these different 
people, who I now aspire to be like. Among the huge number of 
women in science who have been forgotten about are the Waltham 
‘Little Old Ladies’. Unfortunately, their names have been forgotten 
throughout the ages but their work will never be forgotten. The ‘Little 
Old Ladies’ were responsible for the Apollo Guidance Computer. To be 

more precise, they produced 
the rope memory for the computer. They sat opposite each other 
and weaved copper wire through dozens of rings. This took weeks 
on end and the ladies worked overtime but it was all worth it 
eventually, because when Apollo 12 was struck by lightning, the 
electrical discharge knocked some of the systems offline - thanks 
to the rope memory (and the ‘Little Old Ladies’) the computers 
were able to reboot themselves and they continued their orbit of 
the Moon. I thoroughly enjoyed the lecture and I would love for 
Libby Jackson to come to school.’  

 

St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club (StAR Club) 
StAR Club continues to meet on Wednesday after school. They have been splitting their afterschool session 
between preparation for the Amateur Radio Foundation licence exams in the late spring and practising 
their Morse code and radio etiquette for the practical assessment. 
 

Think Space Lecture at Peter Harris Planetarium 
Year 9 Astronomers returned to the Peter Harris Planetarium in Greenwich for a 
lecture entitled ‘Stars: from dusty births to explosive deaths’ by Prof Raman 
Prinja, astrophysicist at UCL. 
 

‘The trip was about the birth of stars and how they die, by Professor Raman Prinja in the Peter Harrison 
Planetarium at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich. Initially, we were introduced to the professor who 
went on to explain how a star begins its life and how it starts from a nebulae and depending on its mass, 
could possibly end up as a black hole! He was able to explain stellar evolution perfectly in a way we could 
understand and relate to, because in a few of our previous lessons in Astronomy before Christmas we learnt 
about the life of a star. For example, a star the size of our sun would turn into a red giant, then a planetary 
nebula, then finally a white dwarf. A larger mass star would turn into a super-red giant which would lead to 
a supernova, then a neutron star. An even bigger star would turn into a black hole. An interesting fact that I 
learnt that day was that a spoonful of the material in a  white dwarf  would weigh a ton on Earth and a 
spoonful of material from a neutron star would weigh 100’s of tonnes on Earth. This is because the matter 
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in neutron stars is so dense and tightly compacted together. The real highlight of the day was definitely the 
interesting talk where I was able to expand my knowledge of Astronomy.’ By Alvin Manoj 
 

Science Storytellers: In the Beginnings 
‘In The Beginnings’ storyteller pupils began their project journey with a trip to the Hindu temple at 
Neasden and a storytelling session about origin light, from the Cree Indian lore. In the coming term, they 
will be focusing on the Christian Festival of Light and the Chinese Lantern Festival. Sean and Harry Fletcher 
shared their thoughts on the project so far. Sean began, ‘I enjoyed the trip and learning about other 
religions. I found it very interesting because we only have one God but Hindus have a multitude of other 
gods too!’ Harry added, ‘In the video they showed that, although they have many other little gods, they all 
worship one God overall, like us. You might think 
that their religion is very different to ours but it has 
major similarities. Hinduism is grand and ornate 
and everything around us was hand-carved. The 
temple is made of interlocking pieces and no 
cement! Amazing!’ Both of the boys enjoyed 
working with Kevin Graal, the storyteller. Sean told 
us he, ‘enjoyed it a lot – as Kevin was still teaching 
us the story but in a fun way.’ Harry also enjoyed 
the session, adding that, ‘he (Kevin) triggered the 
imagination and made us think a bit more!’ 
 

Stargazing Live at University of Sussex 
Two minibuses of keen young astronomers 
travelled to the Falmer campus of the University of 
Sussex for a bespoke Stargazing Live evening 
celebrating the Stargazing Live activities of recent 
years. The evening included a data tracking session 
in the computer suite allowing access to the ESA & 
NASA spacecraft Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory which has been monitoring the daily 
activity of the Sun for over 20 years. Pupils were able to see the activity of the solar surface during a solar 

minimum and maximum, track comets as they crashed into the Sun and observe 
solar flares, coronal mass ejections and the extreme magnetic activity which give 
rise to sunspots and solar storms. Pupils also enjoyed a planetarium show 
entitled ‘We Are Astronomers’ and completed a spectroscopy challenge to 
identify gases found in far distant stars from their spectroscopic emissions. 
 

Year 9 pupil, 
David Munro, 

reported, ‘This trip was not only fun, 
but it was very educational and 
covered data that would probably be 
covered in our test. The activities were 
great and the content was all about 
how to be a good astronomer. I had a 
lot of fun in the experiments.’   
 

Bloodhound SSC Rocket Car project 
All Year 7 pupils have been working in teams on a STEM enrichment project, to design and build their own 
rocket cars. St Richard’s has been following the story of the Bloodhound SSC 1000mph world record 
attempt over the years, and as the project heads towards its conclusion this summer, schools around the 
country will be competing in the ‘Race for the Line’ competition. We are looking forward to welcoming the 
army ordnance team in to race our cars during Science Week in March.  



18 

 
“Last week we got to do a Bloodhound rocket experiment. In our team Patrick went out to shape the rocket 
while Antony painted it and all the other pupils and me figured out air resistance in the classroom. We 
found out that the cone with a smaller surface area fell faster and we noticed it started rifling. Overall I 
found the experiments fun and enjoyable.” By Rowan Vadukkoot Edwin, 7H. 
 

 
***** Space Camp UK ***** 9th – 11th April 2018 
A residential trip for Lower School pupils with a space theme. 
Featuring a day at National Space Centre, roller-skating and 
the Physics of Flight at the Imperial War Museum in Duxford. 
 

Letters available now, first – come, first – served! See Dr 
Durkin. 
 

Why Bother? Space Exploration & Concorde & Stealth 
Science Learning & Adventure & Fun! 
 

Dr Durkin, Curriculum Enhancement Lead in Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

School Uniform/Equipment Ordering 
A school uniform and equipment price list and order form can 
now be viewed/downloaded on the school website at the 
following link: 
https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/ 
 

Uniform/equipment can also be ordered and paid for on-line 
using the following link (which can be found beneath the 
school uniform order form): 
https://www.scopay.com/login.html 
 

To use this on-line payment system you need to request login 
details from the Finance Office, if you have not already done 
so. Payments are processed securely through Worldpay. 
Please email: finance@strichardscc.com for login details.   
 

Uniform can also be purchased by pupils from Mrs O’Brien. 
Payment can be made by cash or cheque.  

https://www.strichardscc.com/school-life/uniform/
https://www.scopay.com/login.html
mailto:finance@strichardscc.com
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RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

Term three has been a productive term in RE classrooms where we have seen our pupils engaged, asking 

great questions, and determined to make their best efforts. It has been a pleasure to welcome Mr Maxwell 

to our department this term too.  
 

Our Year 7 pupils have been exploring the elements of the sacramental life in the Church, in particular 

the importance of Baptism, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick. They have had lessons in which they 

have participated in practical demonstrations of the elements of Baptism contrasted with lessons that 

explore the mysterious questions around baptism, such as original sin. The minds of our Year 8 pupils 

have been taken up by the intrigue of burgeoning philosophical questions as they navigate their way 

through topics such as the arguments for God’s existence, and conflicts of science and religion over the 

centuries. On Monday, 5th February, a group of 16 Year 8 pupils will have the privilege to go on a visit to 

the synagogue of the Eastbourne Hebrew Congregation. In Year 9, pupils have been enjoying studying the 

theme of discipleship as portrayed in Mark’s Gospel. Comparing Jesus’ demands of his disciples in the first 

century and understanding how they might be applicable today has created many points for good 

discussion in lessons. It has also made the pupils more aware and more mindful of areas in the world 

where the costs of discipleship are more keenly felt in the wake of persecution and religious intolerance 

exists. Year 10 pupils are getting to grips with knowing and understanding the importance of the Sources 

of Authority that inform the Church’s teaching. This has raised many good questions about papal 

infallibility, doctrine, and dogma. As there are many new terms to learn, I encourage pupils to learn their 

definitions from their checklist by using quizlet on a weekly basis. Year 11 are completing the final module 

of study for the new GSCE course and are most engaged with the very relevant topic of Relationships in 

the 21st century and the Catholic Church’s teaching. These lessons have met with some riveting discussion 

and opportunities to explore and understand the Church’s position on relationships and homosexuality. 

Well done to all Year 11 pupils who made use of the resources to help with their intervention work after 

their mock exam. We 

encourage them to revise 

their old topics regularly and 

make full use of the revision 

folder on google drive.  
 

RE Newsletter Quiz 

The first twelve pupils to 

bring their answers to Miss 

Henry on Tuesday, 20th 

February will be able to claim 

a small prize and 

achievement points! The 

crossword quiz is primarily 

based on the Year 10 course, 

but may be entered by any 

pupils. 
 

Ms L Henry 

Acting Subject Leader – RE 
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Spanish 
We welcome new members to join our lovely group on a Wednesday. The Year 7 group are 
currently preparing presentations about different Spanish festivals and the Year 8 group are 
currently working on a pupil friendly guide to Barcelona which they will publish for the school 
visit next year. This could be the start of a publishing sensation! 
 

Lunchtime Booster Sessions 
When?: Every Tuesday and Thursday, 12:45 until 1:10 pm.  
What do we do?: Short bursts of grammar review which are relevant and helpful to all pupils but 
in particular to those who need to go over language structures that they find difficult.    
Who should attend?: Any pupil who needs to go over language structures that he/she finds 
difficult and anyone who wants to push their language to a higher level! 
 

French 
Year 11 French Revision Update: There are still some remaining AQA Revision Cards 
to be collected. Please can all those who ordered these see Miss Chong in B14. 
GCSE French Booster sessions will continue to run in Term 4. All pupils are welcome. 
Pupils who are expected to attend as part of their post-mock intervention have been 
contacted. The sessions run every Tuesday (1.10-1.30pm) and Thursday (1.00-1.20pm) in 
B14 or B4. 
 

Year 8 and 9 Residential Trip to Normandy, Northern France: We are very much 
looking forward to our residential visit to the region of Normandy in France. Many 
thanks to all parents and carers for encouraging and supporting their children to 
take part in this trip which we hope will be an enriching and enjoyable experience. 
We look forward to reporting back on our French adventure in the next newsletter!  
 

French Clubs: Discover and learn French differently with friends, playing a variety 
of games in a relaxed atmosphere.  
French Ambassadors Club - This club is for Year 9, 10 and 11 every Monday in B4 at 1.00pm 
Young Linguists Club - This club is for Year 7 and 8, and is run by our Year 10 pupils every 
Wednesday in B4 at 1.00pm. 

 

Can you translate the French into English? The first person to 
provide Mrs Herring with the correct translation will win a 
small prize. 
 

German 
Intervention Sessions & Booster Classes for GCSE German 
pupils are every Monday & Wednesday lunchtime for pupils 
sitting the higher tier and Tuesday & Thursday for pupils 
sitting the foundation tier. These sessions run from 1.00 - 1.20 
in B5.  

 

We have been really lucky this term to welcome two German visitors from the Hollenberg-
Gymnasium Waldbröl who are here on their work experience. Lu and Liv have led activities for 
our younger pupils in the weekly German Club and have been practising speaking questions with 
older pupils. They have also been interviewed by Year 11 pupils, Jack and Poppy, about school life 

MFL Club meets 
Every Wednesday: 1:00pm until 1:30pm 
French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B4) MFL NEWS 
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and their stay in England. Can you understand their answers? See Miss Auzinger or Miss Crawley 
with your translation to win a prize.     
Wie gefällt euch England? (How are you liking your stay in England?) 
Lu - Es ist mein erstes Mal in England und es gefällt mir sehr, die Häuser sind wirklich hübsch.  
Liv - Ich bin das dritte Mal in England. Ich liebe den Strand, sogar wenn es regnet. Ich habe 
schon einmal London besucht und der Buckingham Palast hat mir gut gefallen.  
 

Was sind deine Hobbys? (What are your hobbies?) 
Lu- Ich spiele die Geige und ich mag singen und tanzen.  
Liv- Ich schwimme gern und gehe reiten. Ich bin auch sehr kreativ und habe Graffiti auf den 
Wänden in meinem Zimmer.   
 

Wann beginnt und endet deine Schule in Deutschland? (What time does your school day in 
Germany start and end?) 
Er beginnt um 7:35 und endet meistens um 13:40 aber manchmal ist es anders.  
 

Was ist der Hauptunterschied zwischen deutschen und englischen Schulen? (What is the main 
difference between German and English school?) 
Lu- In Deutschland haben wir wenig Technologie, die Lehrer schreiben mit Kreide auf der Tafel 
und wir haben keine Smartboards. 
Liv- Wir haben keine Versammlungen und wir haben nur Technologie in den Naturwissenschaften 
Labors. Wir benutzen keine Tablets.  
 

In der Zukunft, was möchtet ihr werden? (In the future what will your job be?) 
Lu- Ich bin mir nicht sicher aber ich liebe Fremdsprachen. Ich lerne gern andere Sprachen.  
Liv- Ich bin eine kreative Person also möchte ich in Zukunft etwas wie Journalismus oder Design 
machen.  
 

 

CULTURE CORNER 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Chong, Miss Auzinger & Mrs Scott  

Idioms of the month: 
 

Spanish:  “no es moco de 
pavo”  
 

It’s no trifling  
matter  
 
 
 
 
 

Coup de foudre literally translates 
to a strike of lightning. In fact, it 
refers to love at first sight – one of 
those moments where you see a 
special someone, and can’t help 
but react immediately. Here’s an 
example: 
 

Quand je t’ai vu pour la première 
fois, c’était le coup de foudre. 
 

The first time I saw you, I fell head 
over heels. 
 

A Spanish poem “Una Visita 
al Mercado” 
Con mis padres fui al mercado 
¡Qué cantidad de pescado! 
Carne, verdura y sandías 
para comer todos los días. 
Si me apetece un melón, 
lo compro en la frutería, 
y si quiero champiñón 
voy a la verdulería.  
Para comprar un filete 
tengo la carnicería, 
y para comer chanquetes…, 
la pescadería. 
(Álvaro Solís) 
 
 

A French poem for Valentine’s Day 

Tu es la tomate dans ma salade 

Tu es le fromage sur mes crackers 

Tu es le pepperoni sur ma pizza 

Tu es le lait sur mes céréales 

Tu es la saucisse dans mon hot-dog 

Tu es le jambon dans mon sandwich 

Tu es la pomme dans ma tarte 

Tu es le chocolat dans mon gateau 

Tu es le poisson avec mes frites 

Tu es l’amour dans ma vie! 
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Year 11 Brain 
Boosters 
Geography Brain 
Boosters have begun! 
These revision 
sessions are run by 
Geography teachers to 
help give Year 11 
GCSE pupils guidance 
and support in their 
preparation for GCSE 
exams beginning in 
May 2018. Short 
sessions of 15 minutes 
run weekly, and include 
a hand out guide for 
the topic studied that 
week. It is important 
that all Year 11 pupils 
attend these sessions 
which run every 
Thursday lunchtime, 
12:50-1:05, in A10. 
 

            

 
 
 

Art of Geography 
Well done to the whole of Years 7, 8 and 9 who produced a piece of art on the Great British 
Countryside over the Christmas holidays. These pieces of art have been judged by the Art 
department and certificates will be awarded in the coming weeks for successful Key Stage 3 
artists who showed great talent and effort in their work. The aim of the task was to get Key Stage 3 
pupils to enter the South of England Show Art Competition, with the subject being the Great British 
Countryside. Once successful pupils are awarded their certificates, staff will then select 10 finalists 
to attend the South of England Show at Ardingly, in June 2018. 

 
 

Examples of KS3 Entries 
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Calling Years 7 and 8 
After the February holiday, we say goodbye to our current teaching groups and we welcome those 
who have been learning History since September. Well done to the Year 7 and 8 geographers who 
have worked incredibly hard to widen their knowledge and understanding of the world we live in. 
Many have been involved in our extra-curricular links supporting Water Aid, Fairtrade, and the 
Kenya craft sale. The pupils have experienced fieldwork - both virtual and real in our local area 
and have developed many new skills. Remember ‘Geography is all around us’ and while these 
pupils might not ‘study’ geography again until the new academic year please continue to be aware 
and interested in the news and current events both locally, nationally and internationally. 
 

Welcome to our new groups in Years 7 and 8 
A warm welcome to our new Year 7-8 Geographers. We will be learning about the following topics 
and below there are some useful links if you would like to support your child in this topic:- 

Year 7 Topic Curriculum Covered Helpful links 

Rivers Water cycle 
Processes and features of a river 
Flooding and its consequences 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zs9
2tfr  

Our world and local 
area 

Map skills 
Understanding the UK landscape and climate 
Developing a knowledge of our local area 
Local fieldwork activity 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/educati
on/  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z
rw76sg  

Kenya Landscape and climate of Kenya 
Rural issues including tourism, tribes 
City life in Kenya 
Solving water issues 

http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/kenya-
geography  

 

Year 8 Topic Curriculum Covered Helpful links 

Rich World, Poor 
World 

Industries and how they affect our wealth 
Chains of production 
The clothing industry 
Fairtrade 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zv
p39j6/revision  

Brazil Landscape and climate of Brazil 
Rural issues and economic development 
City life and the Olympics 

http://www.ngkids.co.uk/places/country-
fact-file-brazil  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zs92tfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zs92tfr
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/education/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/education/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/kenya-geography
http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/kenya-geography
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvp39j6/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvp39j6/revision
http://www.ngkids.co.uk/places/country-fact-file-brazil
http://www.ngkids.co.uk/places/country-fact-file-brazil
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Coasts Processes and features of the coastline 
Coastal management 
Visit to Galley Hill, Bexhill 

http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/coastal-
geography  

 

Geography Club 
Geography Club has moved! Due to the introduction of the Year 
11 GCSE Brain Booster Revision sessions, Geography Club will 
now move to Monday lunchtime, still 12:45 until 1:05pm, still in 
A2. All Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils are welcome to come along and 
build models, explore Geography in the news, and begin to plan 
our new school wide recycling project, due to launch later in 
2018. 
 
Recently in Geography Club 
pupils have been designing 
and making volcanoes in 
Excel, and were able to 
produce fantastic 3D 
graphs, like this example 
created by Edward Pepper 
in Year 8. 
 
 

Geography 
Department Tweets 
Keep up to date with 
all the latest 
Geography news with 
@StRichardsGeog on 
Twitter! 
 
 
 
International Geography Field trip to Tenerife - Easter 2019  
Watch this space for further details but here is a glimpse of some of the activities we are planning 
to do during our 5 day visit in 2019! Details to follow in Term 4/5. 

● Climb up Mount Teide a dormant volcano 

● Walk through lava tubes and caves - underground tunnels created by lava 

● Visit a stunning waterfall and discover the local ecosystems 

● Technology park for renewable and sustainable energy resources 

 
Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader – Geography 
 

 

http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/coastal-geography
http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/coastal-geography
https://twitter.com/StRichardsGeog
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History Department News   
 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2018 
Throughout the week, preceding 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2018, pupils across the Key 
Stages took part in activities to develop their 
understanding and pay tribute to those who have been 
affected by the Holocaust and Genocide across the 
world. In lessons, Key Stage 3 pupils investigated the 
stories of survivors of both the Nazi Holocaust and 
the Serbian Genocide.  Pupils were encouraged to 
write postcards to the survivors detailing their 
thoughts and responses to the horrific acts. On 
Friday, 26th January pupils from Years 9 and 10 
watched a live webcast from Holocaust survivor, 
Janine Webber. Janine retold her remarkable story of 
survival as a Jewish child growing up in Nazi occupied 
Poland. St Richard’s was one of thousands of schools 
around the country who were given the privilege to 
watch Janine speak and our pupils approached this 
with maturity and sensitivity which is to be 
commended. Their learning will be shared within 
History groups so that the school community can 
benefit from the lessons of the Holocaust and 
appreciate the impact it still has on our society today. 
Finally, during lunch on Friday, pupils from all years 
were encouraged to reflect and respond on the day by 
completing their own postcards to be sent to 
Holocaust survivors. Many pupils took this 

opportunity to send their love and prayers to all those who have been 
affected across the world and it was a beautiful way to consolidate their 
learning. Many thanks to Mrs Fegan who coordinated these opportunities 
and the History Club who ran the postcard event. Pupil reflections on Janine 
Webber’s Story: 
 

“Listening to the Holocaust survivor had a big impact on me. I could see her 
pain. It made me feel sad and confused as to why someone would even think 
of putting a human being through so much pain. I feel that this has given 
me a clearer image of the Holocaust and I am very grateful to have been able 
to listen to the talk.” Chloe-Rose Considine, 9R 
 

“Today I learnt how people in our society were persecuted for their faith.  I 
will continue to spread this story so many will learn what I have learnt.” 
James McAvoy, 9H 
 

HISTORY CLUB 
This term pupils have been working on supporting the Holocaust Memorial Day campaign and 
have just taken on a new project looking at the history of African and Caribbean people in 
Britain. A reminder that this club runs on a Wednesday lunch time in A9 and is open to all 
pupils. Please come and join in with the fun! 
 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY 
Years 7 and 8 will be swapping classes after half term so we say “goodbye” to our current 
historians and “hello” to our new ones!  We look forward to guiding you in your new History 
learning.  Pupils in Year 7 will begin with a study of the Norman Conquest whilst Year 8 pupils 
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will be investigating the English Civil Wars. Year 9 are continuing to investigate the conflicts of 
the 20th Century and have been working hard in developing the GCSE skills of source analysis 
and interpretation. Keep up the great work! 
 

KEY STAGE 4 HISTORY 
Year 10 are working hard on Medicine in Britain and will be progressing throughout this term 
towards the Historical Environment section of this course. The department has been very 
impressed with your hard work and efforts this term. Year 11 are mid-way through their final 
unit on the American West. This unit is proving to be a popular one and pupils are progressing 
very well. We would like to remind pupils to ensure they are revising for the other three 
examined units that we have already studied: Medicine in Britain, Germany and Anglo-Saxon 
and Norman England. Revision books can be purchased through the school, please see your 
teacher if you do not have a letter. 
 

Mrs R Campbell, Subject Leader for History 
 

 

Safer Internet 
Day 2018 
Safer Internet Day 2018 will 

be celebrated globally on 

Tuesday, 6th February with 

the slogan ‘Create, Connect 

and Share Respect: a better 

internet starts with you.’ 

Co-ordinated in the UK by 

the UK Safer Internet 

Centre the celebration sees hundreds of organisations get involved to help promote the safe, responsible 

and positive use of digital technology for children and young people.  

The UK Safer Internet Centre – a partnership of three leading charities; Childnet, the South West Grid for 

Learning and the Internet Watch Foundation – provide resources for children, schools and families, and 

tools for getting involved at www.saferinternet.org.uk. 

Globally, Safer Internet Day is celebrated in over a hundred countries, co-ordinated by the joint 

Insafe/INHOPE network, with the support of the European Commission, and national Safer Internet Centres 

across Europe.  

The day offers the opportunity to highlight positive uses of technology and to explore the role we all play in 

helping to create a better and safer online community. It calls upon young people, parents, carers, 

teachers, social workers, law enforcement, companies, policymakers, and wider, to join together in helping 

to create a better internet. Get involved to play your part!  

During Safer Internet Day, pupils will be looking at the theme: 'Create, connect and share respect: A 

better internet starts with you!' There will be activities during PSHEe such as myth busting, moral 

compass and how to post positively to engage pupils in their understanding of the issues around SID2018. 

Pupils will also have the opportunity to listen to key themes around SID2018 during assemblies all week. 

Mr Fegan, Subject Leader - Computing and ICT  

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/


27 

ART DEPARTMENT 
 

All our pupils are making really positive progress in the Art 
and Design Department. Year 7 are working with enthusiasm 
on their drawing skills topic in Fine Art and in Art and Design 
they have all completed their ceramic faces which have been 
fired and painted. Year 8 are painting their highly original 
teapot designs and exploded drawings. Miss Pennington’s 
group are producing some wonderful observational 
watercolour work. Year 9 are painting their Natural Form 
designs and research based study, and the Quarter Portraits 
Project in Fine Art. Year 10 GCSE are continuing to build on the excellent start to the course showing pride 
in all their sketchbooks. Both the Art and Design and Fine Art groups are continuing to develop their 
portfolios. Year 11 are concentrating on sketchbook-based portfolio work and developmental drawings for 
the GCSE exam.  
 

We are planning some very exciting enrichment projects this year. The artist, Ian Murphy, will come in and 
work with our Year 9 pupils; we have an inspiring project with the De La Warr Pavilion in the pipeline; a 
cross-curricular Art and Geography project is now being judged and a Secret Postcard Auction is being 
prepared. Finally, I would like to thank our fantastic student from Brighton University, Ms Shoosmith, for 
all her hard work and teaching our pupils some very inspiring projects. The Department wish her well in 
her future career as an Art teacher.  

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Coursework 
Submission 
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Year 10 Fine Art Portraits 
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Mr Peachment, Art Department 
  Year 9 Pastel Portrait 
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Year 9 Options 
As our Year Nine pupils make their GCSE Pathway choices, 
I thought it would be useful to publish the two possibilities 
available in the Art Dept. The two options are Edexcel Art 
and Design and Fine Art. If any parent or carer would like 
any further information please do not hesitate to contact 
either myself or Miss Pennington.  
GCSE Art and Design or Fine Art is the right subject for you 
if you enjoy: 

 developing your visual skills and engaging with the 
creative process of art, craft and design 

 developing and refining ideas 

 visits to galleries, museums, workshops and studios 

 experimenting and taking risks with your work, and 
learning from your experiences. 

Next steps 
If you’re interested in studying GCSE Art and Design or 
Fine Art, start finding out more about the subject by: 

 visiting the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/ 
gcseart2018) – there’s a lot of useful information about 
what you will be studying and how you will be assessed 

 talk to myself or Miss Pennington. We will be able to 
describe the course in detail and advise you on what 
you need to do next 

 find out what is happening in the world of art by 
visiting galleries, museums, exhibitions and art shows, or by visiting gallery websites and the art pages 
on newspaper websites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.edexcel.com/
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DANCE 
 

The Advent Service, at the end of last term, with the 
theme of ‘Do you have room for Christ this 
Christmas?’ was both meaningful and reflective with a 
thought provoking message. The Senior Dance 
Company performed a very emotional piece asking 
‘Do we have room in our lives?’ and the junior team 
presented ‘Mary’s Boy Child’ providing a fun and 
energetic ending to our advent service.  
 

Time to Dance: We are preparing for our annual 
performance at the ‘Time to Dance’ festival at the 
White Rock Theatre which takes place on 
Wednesday, 7th February (tickets are available from 

their booking office). This 
year we will be performing 
three pieces with the theme 
being ‘opposites.’ The first 
piece will be performed by 
KS3 pupils and is entitled, 
‘Kings and Queens, the 
Battle’, the second, by KS4 
pupils, is entitled, ‘When I 
fall down you are there to 
hold me up’ and the Senior 
Dance Company will be 

dedicating their dance to ‘Our Friend,’ Sophie Taylor 
RIP. The Boys’ Dance Company will present ‘Cut 
Loose, Set me Free.’ Mrs Knight has also been 
working with St Mary Magdalene and Chantry primary schools who will also be performing on that 
night. Good luck to all involved.  
 

Great Big Dance Off: Congratulations to the Senior Dance Company who have reached the 
Southern Regional Finals for the fourth year in a row. Mrs Knight is also delighted to report that, 
for the first time, both the junior and boys teams have also qualified. This is a national competition 
that is open to all schools in England and Wales. They will all be performing their pieces on 
Monday, 12th March in Folkestone at The Leas Cliff Hall. Good Luck to all.  
 

The Senior Dance Company were delighted to be invited to perform at Brighton University, 
Chelsea Dance event ‘Dance into 2018, where they performed a piece called, ‘Hide and Seek.’ “It 
was a really exciting event where we got to see other schools perform. We gained lots of 
performance experience and it was also interesting to watch the University dance teams.” Laynie 
Mote, 8H.  

 
Leo Rocks it for St Richard’s 
Leo Jones, Year 7, has been having a very busy and 
exciting few months. He was asked to audition for the 
West End musical “School Of Rock”, after being told 
on numerous occasions that he looked a lot like one 
of the characters: Laurence; who plays the keyboard. 
“I never thought anything would come of it,” said Leo. 
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After playing a short piece on the piano and singing a verse of the song “Nutbush City Limits” by 
Ike and Tina Turner, Leo was totally surprised to be asked for a further audition. 
 

Leo travelled to London again and sang a song from the musical; “If Only You Would Listen.” He 
said: “It was overwhelming. Not just the level of talent, but the desire to carry on to the next stage”. 
Leo was recalled again as one of just 15 remaining. 
 

The next round involved returning to London and to an actual West End theatre: The Dominion. 
Sadly, Leo didn’t get any further in the process as, in the final stages, the casting team didn’t think 
he was right for the part. However, as Leo said: “It was such a good experience to get so far, and 
to get a real taste of West End castings. I would like to thank Mrs Byrne, Mrs Dunster and Mrs 
Knight for all their help and support. I couldn’t have done it without them”. We’re sure we’ll be 
hearing more of Leo in the future. 
 

Live Theatre Review - ‘Teechers’ 
As part of the new GCSE Drama exam pupils are required to review a 
performance, so off to the theatre we go! On Wednesday, 28th March 
the Year 11 pupils will be whisked off to ‘Whitewall High School’ the 
fictional setting of the famous comedy ‘Teechers’ by John Godber. 
This hilarious story takes us on the journey of Gail, Salty and Hobby; 
three ‘spirited’ youngsters who tell the story of their new drama 
teacher... The exciting element of this play is that three actors take on 
all the roles so it is a veritable feast of acting skills and techniques! 
Tickets are on sale now at The White Rock - I highly recommend this 
as a great evening’s entertainment! 
 

The end is near… 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish our Year 11 drama group 
the best of luck in their final performances which take place on Friday, 
2nd and Friday, 9th March. They are presenting extracts from ‘Two’ by 
Jim Cartwright, ‘DNA’ by Dennis Kelly, ‘Airswimming’ by Charlotte Jones, ‘A Taste of Honey’ by 
Shelagh Delaney and ‘Girls Like That’ by Evan Placey. For the first time, I am not allowed to mark 
these performances and an external examiner has all the power… but I know they will be fantastic 
as they always are. Break a leg! 
 

Identity Project - Bexhill College Theatre Company  
This project is reaching its dramatic finale as the ten St Richard’s pupils who are currently a part of 
the Bexhill College Theatre Company are eagerly rehearsing for their Theatre in Education tour. 
The pupils have had the opportunity to work with a professional writer and have devised an 
original piece based around the complex issue of identity amongst youngsters. They will be taking 
the piece to local schools and we will have the pleasure of experiencing the final product here on 
March 14th. I am so proud to hear feedback from the staff at Bexhill College telling me our pupils 
are “professional, motivated and highly creative - they have been a pleasure to have in the 
company!” So well done and good luck to Angelina Tadros, Morgan Leonard, 
Ryan Segal, Rocco Forte, Lucia Caitar, Rita Smirnova, Isobel Francis, Annabelle 
Goldsmith, Allysha Nhanda and Millicent McIvor. We can’t wait to see it! 
 

Holocaust Memorial Service 
Yet again our singers, musicians and dancers are honoured to have been invited 
to perform at the Holocaust Memorial Service at St Mary-in -the-Castle. Mrs 
Knight, Mrs Byrne and our pupils have worked tirelessly to produce a stunning 
and emotive piece. We enjoyed an impassioned performance in our Holocaust 
remembrance assembly. More news about the event will follow in our next 
newsletter entry. 
 

Future Events for Music and the Performing Arts Team 
It’s been just 16 working days since I joined St Richard’s as the Subject Leader 
for Music and the Performing Arts and already, thanks to the warm welcome of 
pupils and colleagues, I feel right at home.  
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I’ve been teaching music and leading music departments in the Hastings and St Leonards area for 
the past 10 years and I am delighted to be able to bring that experience to St Richard’s. 
 

It is an absolute privilege to work with young people and to see their development and growth. 
Some of the music I am now enjoying in local music venues is written and performed by musicians 
who have previously been educated at schools and colleges across East Sussex. One such 
performer is Marie White whom I first heard perform her own composition as a Year 8 pupil in a 
music classroom at Helenswood School. We had been studying Pachelbel’s Canon in D major and 
looking at its chord progression and how it is used in many pop songs today.  

 

Marie is passionate about singing and her songwriting is seemingly 
effortless. Her unique style is winning a growing audience and, through 
hard work and determination, she has now been recognised by Sony 
who are working with Marie to release her first 
single. Marie is also keen to support local up and 
coming musicians and mentors one of our own 
pupils, Xavier Ralph, another talented singer-
songwriter. Marie has invited Xavier to be her 
support act at the launch of her single at the Kino 
in St Leonards this February, an invitation which he 

has accepted. I am delighted to share with you that Marie will be performing 
in a Year 9 assembly with Xavier and giving our pupils an insight into her 
career so far and the steps that she has taken to pursue her dream. 
Following her performance, Marie will spend the day in the music department 
working with our pupils on their songwriting and performing skills. 
 

Cuckmere: from Source to Sea: 2018 
Another exciting opportunity is coming our way with composer, 
Ed Hughes, Emmy award winning film director, Cesca Eaton, 
and musicians from the Orchestra of Sound and Light. We will be 
working with these music industry professionals to write and 
perform music to a film about the Cuckmere produced by Cesca.  
 

We will receive 2 half-day workshops before taking part in an 
afternoon of rehearsals and a final performance at the 
Attenborough Centre for the Performing Arts at the University of 
Sussex as part of the Brighton Festival. This opportunity is being made available to our Year 10 
GCSE music pupils and Year 9 pupils who are considering opting for music GCSE in Year 10. 
 

If you would like to take part in this amazing event do come and speak to me to find out more. In 
the meantime take a look at the following websites and learn about the people with whom we will 
be working and the venue in which we will be performing. 
Ed Hughes: http://www.edhughes.org.uk  
Cesca Eaton: https://www.cescaeaton.co.uk  
Orchestra of Sound and Light https://www.orchsoundlight.org/downloads 
Attenborough Centre for the Creative Arts: https://www.attenboroughcentre.com/about-us/the-
building/  
 

MUSIC CONCERT: 28th February 2018 at 7.00pm, school hall 
We have an exciting Music concert coming up on Wednesday, 28th February which will involve 
the majority of our GCSE pupils. There will be an array of musical styles, something for everybody 
to enjoy. You will hear our incredible choir and orchestra too. Tickets will be £5.00 on the door 
(children are free) and this will include refreshments on your tables and, of course, an evening of 
high quality music! Please do come along.  
 

I look forward to sharing more performing arts news with you in the near future. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any queries about the opportunities that are available.  
 

Ms Mason, Subject Leader for Music & the Performing Arts  

http://www.edhughes.org.uk/
https://www.cescaeaton.co.uk/
https://www.orchsoundlight.org/downloads
https://www.attenboroughcentre.com/about-us/the-building/
https://www.attenboroughcentre.com/about-us/the-building/
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Congratulations to…  
 

Dominic Carey, Year 10, who will be playing cricket in the Easter Sports Arabia 
Tournament in Dubai. Many UK top school sides participate in this competition. The team 
is an amalgamation of Eastbourne College Year 10 boys and state school Hub boys who 
will start training together regularly. 
 

IDTA Champion of Champions National Finals by Millie Rose White, 9R 
Last July, I completed in the Southern England Championships for 
Junior Ballet, Modern and Tap. I came first in the Ballet and 
Modern and second in Tap, which allowed me the opportunity to 
compete in the IDTA Champion of Champions National Finals in 
Blackpool. Last weekend, myself and two others from my dance 
school, who won the Senior sections, travelled to Blackpool to 
compete. This is a huge event, with many dancers travelling from 
all over the country. There were 35 dancers in my sections, all of 
who had won a Championship to compete. The standard was 
immensely high, and I must admit, I felt a bit intimidated to begin 
with. The day started with the Junior Ballet, which I was nervous 
about, but when I stepped onto the stage, I felt that I just needed to 
go out there and perform to the best I possibly could. I came off feeling ok, but knew that I 
still had another dance to go, so had the rush to get ready for that to keep my adrenaline 
going. My next dance was my Modern, which I felt really excited about. The only part of 
the dance I was worried about was my aerial, which is a no handed cartwheel, so I knew if 
I did that well, I could relax with the rest of the dance. I finished the dance and felt really 
happy with how I had performed and knew there was nothing else I could do. Throughout 
the day there were 8 sections, 4 Junior and 4 Senior and then all of the sections were 

adjudicated at the end of the day. I didn’t place but knew that I 
had tried my absolute best and danced the best that I could. 
The style of dancing is very different in the north of England to 
the south, but I learnt so much from performing. I really 
enjoyed the experience and would love to compete again. 
 

Congratulations to Emma Sandeman, 7F, and Hannah 
Sandeman, 9R, who completed at HGC invitational competition 
on Sunday, 21st January. Both girls did extremely well, Emma 
won gold in tumbling and Hannah’s trio won bronze in their 
acro routine. Well done to both 
girls.  
 

Megan Bassett, Emma Folwell and Chloe-Rose Considine 
represented the school recently at the NSEA County 
Dressage Qualifiers at Petley Wood Equestrian. As usual 
they were beautifully turned out, supported each other 
and rode really well in a really large class.  
 

Maddie Baszczak and Malachy Skilton, 
both Year 9 who have achieved their black 
belts in Karate recently.    
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Library News 
 

1066 Book Award 

             
The 1066 Book Award is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year! Aimed at pupils in Years 7 and 8, it will 
run until the middle of March. This year we have a broad selection to cater for a range of interests, 
including a quick read about the plague; a story set in an Italian café in a small town in Wales; a non-fiction 
book containing the true life stories of 14 Dutch Jewish children hidden from the Nazis during World War II, 
and an adventure involving two children and a yak! I can thoroughly recommend them all and look forward 
to sharing them with our keenest readers over the next few weeks. The Award concludes with pupils from 
all 6 schools taking part celebrating good writing and reading together at Helenswood Academy when we 
will vote for the winner of this year’s award. 
 

Film Club News Our Film Club celebrated Christmas 

with a screening of the excellent and original ‘Grease’, 
enjoying the musical aspect of this film. Our January 
offering was a Studio Ghibli anime version of ‘Arrietty’, 

from the acclaimed book, ‘The Borrowers’ by Mary Norton. It is beautifully depicted with an 
astonishing score; a brave tale of small people in a big, big world.        
 

The Library Links with History During the week of 22nd January, Holocaust Memorial Week, the 

Library displayed a range of materials about the Holocaust. From the writings of Morris Gleitzman and 
Primo Levi to the diary of Anne Frank, holocaust survivors tell their stories to our pupils. We also displayed 
magazines, DVDs such as ‘Schindler’s List’ and the more recent ‘The Zookeeper’s Wife’, alongside fiction 
and non-fiction works. It is important that all understand the range of human experiences and can learn to 
empathise with those affected by this tragedy. All these items (except for the magazines) are available for 
loan.   
 

Overdue Books There are currently 150 school library books and DVDs overdue – some just a few days 

(therefore only a few pence) some, over a year, and a few over two years overdue… this is despite termly 
reminders, me nagging and chasing, and form tutors attempting to get pupils to return the books. The 
average price for a teen fiction paperback is currently around £7.99… multiplied by 150 = £1198.50. So, 
between them, all these pupils with overdue school library books are depriving others of the opportunity 
to read. Please, please, please can you check to see if there are school library books at home? Many 
thanks, your efforts are appreciated.    
 

Quote of the Month: ‘I have this weird obsession about buying books and looking at them with a smile, 

even if I won’t read them soon. At least they are mine, now.’   With thanks to Pintrest – it’s just how I feel! 
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian   
 

7F Christmas Charity Fundraiser Competition 
Well done to pupils in 7F who raised money for different charities during term 2. In competition with each 
other, small groups were set the challenge to raise money for their chosen charity by running a fundraising 
event or activity. Three groups completed this challenge and raised the following:  
  1. Jon, Kirsty, Sean, Natalie, Holly and Corey raised £21.00 for the British Heart Foundation.  
  2. Genevieve, Holly, Emma, Tommy, Tallulah, Neamh and Pearl raised £34.10 for Cancer Research.  

  3. William, Pietra, Darcie, Louis, Oliver C-Y and Annalysa raised £34.30 for Little Gate Farm.  
Mrs Campbell would like to say well done to all of you. You led your events maturely and independently 
and I am very proud of you all.  



36 

Chaplaincy News 
 

The Advent Service, at the end of last term, proved a very good way 
to prepare for the Feast of the Nativity: sincere thanks to both pupils 
and staff who worked so hard to make it a success. We chose a 
thought-provoking theme - asking the question: ‘Do you have room 
for Christ this Christmas?’ We certainly had some very stirring 
performances from the choir, Dance Company and drama pupils to 
really make us stop and think about how we can make room for Christ 
at Christmas and beyond. 
   

Now we are beginning to turn our thoughts to the next significant 
season in the Church’s year, that of Lent, with Ash Wednesday. This 
special day in the Church’s calendar is one of only two in the year 
when we are asked to give up some amount of food (fasting) and to 
abstain from eating meat (abstinence); the other day being Good 
Friday in Holy Week. Lent is a unique time to make a conscious effort 
to renew and deepen our Christian faith, through prayer, giving to 
those in need, and generally making more time and space for God in 
our lives. This year Ash Wednesday is in the February holiday so don't forget to go to your local 
parishes for your ashes. 
 

Year Group and Form Masses and Services 
This term, Year 9 had their Year Service, which was a lovely celebration in which the readings 
focused on the theme ‘Making Good Choices.’ This was chosen as Year 9 are currently 
considering subject choices for GCSE. Maddie Baszczak and Louise Kavanagh read the love poem 
by Frost - ‘The road not taken.’ Year 9 were given lots to think about and Deacon Eugene 
reminded them to turn to God and ask for his guidance for these important decisions. Millicent 
McIvor and Moe Murray sung a beautiful version of ‘Stand by Me’ as part of a video reflection 
which encouraged Year 9 to not think about 
rewards or the opinions of others when 
making choices but to think more about doing 
what is right for them. My thanks to Mrs 
Byrne and the Year 9 choir members who 
greatly added to the service. 
 

Mrs Avery’s Form 11L celebrated their final 
Mass as a form in St Richard’s this term, 
while  Mr Eyre and 7L began their spiritual 
journey in St Richard’s with a Mass centred 
around the theme of self-acceptance. My 
thanks to 7L for their prayerful participation 
in their first Mass as a form, with a number of 
pupils volunteering to read, sing solo and 
altar serve. Fr Tony celebrated the Mass and 
commented on the many talents displayed by 
the pupils linking it to their theme of loving 
yourself as a unique child of God. All were 
prayerful occasions. My thanks to the Liturgy 
Reps in each form and their tutors for bringing 
it together and, of course, to our wonderful 
clergy for their attendance.  
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Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils 
Every Friday at 8.10am, Mass is celebrated in room A3. All staff and pupils are warmly invited to 
attend. If you have a special prayer intention that you would like to be included at Mass, 
perhaps for someone who is unwell or for someone who has died, then do let Jo know. 

 

St Richard’s Lent Campaign 2018 
During Lent, pupils and staff will be encouraged 
to support the CAFOD ‘Give it Up’ campaign, with 
various activities in school. Our annual sponsored 
walk will take place in Term 4 and we will also be 
supporting the local Bexhill Foodbank, as we did 
last year. Our aim, as always, is to spread the message of God’s Mercy 

both at home through our support of the Foodbank and abroad through the work of CAFOD.   
 

Liturgy Reps 
The next Liturgy Reps meeting will take place on Wednesday, 7th February at 12.45pm in the 
library. This will be an important meeting to finalise plans for the Lent activities in college.  
Please ensure if you cannot attend you let Jo know. 
 

Fairtrade Activities 
Fairtrade Fortnight this year runs from Monday, 26th February to Sunday, 8th March. Fairtrade 
Champions will be having a meeting soon to co-ordinate activities for this week. We will be 
opening this club up to new members in the next few weeks so keep a look out for details.  
 

Rome Pilgrimage 
The Rome Trip takes place in the February holiday and the pupils are eagerly counting down the 
days to the trip. Pupils are planning a video diary (Vlog) of the trip which we hope to post to the 
website on our return.  
 

Redshirts - Arundel and Brighton Lourdes 
Pilgrimage 2018 
The Diocesan Lourdes pilgrimage and the youth 
service – Redshirts opens its application online this 
month and in the coming weeks we will be going 
into assembly with Year 10 and 11 to advertise this. 
A number of current Year 11 pupils were part of 
this last year and will be speaking about their 
experiences. What are Redshirts? They are a group 
of young people from Years 10 and 11 who, led by a 
fantastic and committed team of young leaders, 
share a life changing experience. Since 2004, nearly 
600 young people from all over the Diocese have 
experienced what it means to be a Redshirt. The Redshirts, alongside their own pilgrimage, will 
support the Pilgrims in ensuring the pilgrimage runs smoothly and this is their act of service to 
others. Many former Redshirts have been known to say I received more than I gave. Redshirts 
Pilgrimage is organised by the Diocese and is not a school trip, however I am happy to support 
any pupils in their application and with any fundraising they wish to do. Please contact me with 
any questions. Applications can be done online via the following link - http://ablourdes.org/ 
 

Thank you to all pupils, staff and Priest Chaplains for helping to make all the above activities 
possible at St Richard’s. The spiritual life of the college continues to flourish because of your 
valuable and valued contributions. 
 

With very best wishes 

Jo Doyle 
Miss Jo Doyle – Lay Chaplain 
(missdoylej@strichardscc.com) Tel: 01424 731070 Ext. 126  

http://ablourdes.org/
mailto:missdoylej@strichardscc.com
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PE Department News 
 

PE NEWS 
 

Sports Hall Athletics Competition: Our Year 7 and 8 pupils competed against the 8 

other schools in the Hastings area in indoor track and field events at St Leonards 

Academy. Our Year 8 boys and girls teams gave everything they had and finished in 5th 

place. Both teams were affected by pupils having to pull out due to the flu. 

 

Our Year 7 girls showed huge potential as 

they came second in their competition and 

our Year 7 boys put in a phenomenal 

display as they won! The boys will now 

travel to Burgess Hill to represent the 

Hastings Area in the Sussex School Games 

in March. 

 
 

 

 

Basketball: The boys Year 10 basketball 

team dominated their first match against 

Bexhill Academy in a convincing 27 - 7 

win. They have worked hard with Mr Feery 

during their training at lunchtimes and at 

after school Basketball Club. This training 

is clearly paying off! Mr Varney was able to 

rotate players during the match to give the 

pupils an opportunity to play in different 

positions in this comfortable win. Brylle 

Palma was outstanding throughout and 

was our Man-of-the-Match. 
 

Sussex Schools Cross-Country: The Sussex Schools Cross Country competition is always 

a highly competitive event with the best athletes on show from around the county. Erika 

Body ran an amazing race and finished in 5th place; this secured her qualification into 

the English Schools Cross Country Competition. Other mentions should go to Sebastian 

Rann who finished 50th and Talia Cahill who finished 100th. These pupils both ran 

against pupils a year older than themselves and in races with approximately 170 runners.  
 

Boys’ Football: The Year 7 team competed in the SE Sussex Schools Cup Semi-Final at 

Seahaven Academy. At full time, the score was 4-4. St Richard’s won 4-3 on penalties. 

 

Sacha Millar competing in the gruelling 

6 lap race 

      Our boys and girls year 8 Sports Hall 

Athletics Teams 

The Year 7 boys and girls Sports Hall 

Athletics teams with their gold and 

silver medals 
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The winning Year 7 team 
 

St Richard’s are involved in several football semi-finals and further basketball fixtures in 

the final weeks of Term 3, these will feature in the newsletter next term. 

 

Girls’ PE: There have been large numbers of pupils continuing to attend Netball Club on 

a Thursday and Football Club on a Wednesday. Basketball club which has started this 

term has also been extremely well supported with over 40 pupils from Year 7 and 8 

attending on a Tuesday. We are looking forward to participating in the local tournaments 

for Football and Basketball in Term 4. 
 

I would just like to introduce myself (Mr Dallaway) as the new Subject 

Leader for PE. I’m delighted to take on this role and I am very proud to be 

leading the PE department. I have enjoyed my first term of working with 

pupils and staff who have such positive values and high aspirations. I have 

been teaching for 12 years and I previously taught at Priory School in 

Lewes. During this time, I gained experience in leading their PE department 

and I am excited to now have this opportunity at St Richard’s. I aim to 

ensure that all pupils fulfil their potential and I am keen to provide 

opportunities for all pupils to be inspired through PE as part of their healthy active 

lifestyles. I look forward to meeting you at some point in the school year. 
 

PE DEPARTMENT - CLUBS/PRACTICES (FEB-MARCH 2018) 

 After School 1 After School 2 After School 3 Lunchtime 

Monday 
BADMINTON   

DANCE 

COMPANY 

 

 

BASKETBALL 

YEAR 7/8 

Tuesday 

GIRLS 

BASKETBALL 

YEAR 7/8/9 

DANCE 

COMPANY & 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL DANCE 

(4.15–5.00PM) 

TABLE TENNIS 

ALL YEARS 

BASKETBALL 

YEAR 9 

Wednesday 
BOYS 

BASKETBALL 

YEAR 7/8/9 

GIRLS 

FOOTBALL 

ALL YEARS  

 

DANCE 

COMPANY 

BASKETBALL 

YEAR 7/8 & 

KS3 

TABLE TENNIS 

Thursday 
RUGBY 

ALL YEARS 

NETBALL 

ALL YEARS 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL DANCE 

(3.45 - 4.30PM) 

BASKETBALL 

YEAR 9 

Friday FOOTBALL ALL 

YEARS 

YEAR 9/10/11 

BASKETBALL 

BOYS DANCE 

COMPANY 

BASKETBALL 

YEAR 10/11 
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St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2017/2018 (as at February 2018) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided 
 

PTFA meeting Monday, 5th February (7:00pm) 
Mufti Day in aid of St Michael’s Hospice Friday, 9th February 
End of Term 3 Friday 9th February 
 

First Day of Term Four for pupils Monday, 19th February 2018 
Music Showcase Wednesday, 28th February (7:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 7th March (9:15am) 
Year 7 & 8 PTFA Disco Friday, 9th March (7:00-9:00pm) 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 15th March (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
SENCo Drop-In (for parents of pupils with SEN) Tuesday, 20th March (3:15pm-5:00pm), Library 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 22nd March (6:15pm) 
End of Term 4 (Easter Services for pupils) Thursday, 29th March 
 

First Day of Term Five for pupils Monday, 16th April 2018 
PTFA meeting Monday, 16th April (7:00pm) 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 26th April (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 2nd May (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 3rd May (6:15pm) 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday, 17th May (5:00pm-8:00pm) 
End of Term 5 Friday, 25th May 
 

First Day of Term Six for pupils Monday, 4th June 2018 
PTFA meeting Monday, 4th June (7:00pm) 
Year 9 Performing Arts Showcase 7th and 8th June (6:00pm) 
Parental Focus Group (am) Wednesday, 13th June (9:15am) 
Parental Focus Group (pm) Thursday, 14th June (6:15pm) 
New Intake Evening - September 2018 admissions Wednesday, 20th June (7:00pm) 
MUFTI Day for the Summer Fayre Thursday, 21st June 
INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) Monday, 25th June 
PTFA Summer Fayre Saturday, 30th June 
BLOCK Day Tuesday, 3rd July 
CREST Awards Evening Thursday, 5th July (6:00pm) 
Summer Production 11th, 12th and 13th July (evening performances) 
End of Term 6 Friday, 20th July  
 

Newsletter Acknowledgement 
 

Don’t forget to sign the newsletter acknowledgement no. 4 located in your 

son/daughter’s journal. 
 

 

Please note that all pupils should be on the school premises by 8.40am each day  
so that they are ready for a prompt start to registration or assembly. 

 
 

Mufti Day in aid of St Michael’s Hospice 
 

Friday, 9th February 
 

All pupils are encouraged to wear a hint of yellow and to ‘dress down’ rather than ‘up’ and pay a 
fee of £1 by Thursday or £1.50 on Friday 

 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Our newsletter is emailed in the penultimate week of each term on a Friday. All pupils in a family 

need to have a signature from a parent/carer to indicate that the newsletter has been read. 

The acknowledgement is in the journal. It is important that this is signed within a week of publication, 

particularly when we have a planned half-day closure. If you would prefer to continue to receive a 

paper copy of the newsletter then please email your details to Mrs Klein 

(mrskleink@strichardscc.com), indicating whether you would prefer an A4 or A5 edition. 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

