
    

    

  

  

  
  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  NNoo..  44  ––  FFeebbrruuaarryy  22001177  
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I would like to wish you and your family a very happy new year. I hope the year has begun positively, healthily and 
happily for you.  
 

Term two ended really well with an uplifting Advent Service, a successful ski trip to Austria and extremely generous 
fundraising for Surviving Christmas. The organisers of Surviving Christmas were, once again, overwhelmed by the 
amount of goods (food and toiletries) provided by yourselves and the pupils and the donation of £1634.01. I know that 
this would have made a huge difference to all those they were trying to help at Christmas time, so thank you.  
 

Term three has been productive with all year groups focusing on consolidating their learning. The results of the mocks 
for Year 11 and data capture point 2 for other year groups has driven teaching and learning approaches this term. 
Hopefully, you are noting progress in your son/daughter’s books and in their understanding during conversations. All 
staff are encouraging pupils to step out of their comfort zone and aim higher, accepting that failure is simply ‘success 
not yet.’ Please encourage your son/daughter to give of their best and to be resilient when they feel like giving in. Staff 
are always ready to offer support to the pupils and our Upper School pupils benefit from lots of booster classes. 
Hopefully, the visit of education consultant, Michele Miller, last week will inspire Year Eleven to begin their revision in 
earnest over the holiday recognising that it needs to become ‘a habit’ for it to ‘stick.’ 
 

Events this term include: success in sports fixtures, star-gazing at Herstmonceux, a staff pantomime, careers talks, trips 
to Holocaust Memorial events and the school’s own involvement at the Holocaust Memorial Service held at St Mary in 
the Castle on Saturday, 28th January. It was a privilege for our dancers, singers and actors to be involved in this event 
and they received much praise from the organisers and spectators for their moving performance. I was certainly 
extremely proud of their professionalism, engagement and the quality of their performance. Next week, we look 
forward to the Cyber Security competition, ‘Time to Dance’ at the White Rock theatre and Curriculum Evening for Year 
9 pupils. 
 

Mrs Tye, Attendance Officer, left at the start of term to be a full-time mother. I would like to thank her for all her work 
in the role. Towards the end of January we welcomed back Mrs Jones as Attendance Officer and First Aider. Can I use 
this opportunity on the subject of staffing to congratulate Mr Holloway and Mr Steele who graduated last week with 
MAs in Education Research Studies from the University of Sussex. Both staff members are leading a research group in 
school which will hopefully impact on teaching and learning.  
 

Last week we also celebrated St Richard’s high position in the school performance league tables with the 2016 results 
placing the school in the top 4% of schools nationally for pupil progress. Congratulations, to our former pupils, parents 
and staff who worked hard to make such tremendous progress. 
 

Can I thank those parents/carers who regularly attend our Parental Focus group meetings and encourage more to do 
so. The meetings are informal but packed full of useful information. They also provide the opportunity for you to raise 
issues and concerns and to evaluate school practices. Copies of the minutes are available on the school website so 
consider taking a look and joining our next meeting on Wednesday, 8th March at 9.15am or Thursday, 16th March at 
6.15pm. You would be most welcome. The PTFA are always looking for extra members so consider joining their group 
too: they meet informally once a term for an hour’s meeting. 
 

I do hope you enjoy the February holiday. Term 4 begins on Monday, 20th February when the staff and I look forward 
to welcoming the pupils back refreshed, smartly attired and eager to take on the new term’s opportunities and 
challenges, which will include fundraising during the season of Lent. 
 

 Yours sincerely 

 

 

Principal 



 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

A happy new year to you all and I hope the start of 2017 has been good for you. 
 

Before Christmas we had a very meaningful Advent Service with music, drama and dance 

contributing to a very successful evening. This was a great way to start the festivities. Many thanks 

to the PTFA, who once again organised the raffle and provided refreshments.  
 

I would once again like to take this opportunity to encourage parents/carers to visit the many 

activities that take place at the college as a warm welcome awaits you and pupils, together with 

the staff, will appreciate your support. The PTFA always need helpers, so if you can help them raise 

funds for the benefit of the pupils, please join them.   
 

So quickly, the end of term three is upon us and I hope those who joined the college this year 

have really settled in and are now getting the most out of what St Richard’s has to offer. Year 11 

pupils are preparing for their GCSE examinations, they must all now be working hard at home, as 

well as school, so they reach their potential. Extra lessons before and after school are being 

provided by staff to give pupils every opportunity to reach their target grade and I thank them for 

this. All the other years should also be trying to be the best they can be. 
 

Travel arrangements with regards to trains have caused pupils difficulties in arriving at school on 

time. I thank them and their parents/carers for their efforts in overcoming these issues. Enjoy the 

break and come back refreshed for the challenges of Term four. 
 

With my prayers and good wishes, 
 

Keith Osborne, Chair of Governors 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

As we finish Term 3 and look forward to the second half of Year Seven, I would like to congratulate 

the vast majority of pupils in my year group. It is a real pleasure to work with so many positive and 

hardworking young people. One of the many strengths of this current year group is their willingness 

to do well and give the ‘extra’. Well done!  
 

Sadly, I also need to make parents/carers aware of my concerns regarding social media and 

conduct outside the classroom. Term 3 has seen a huge increase in unpleasantness between 

groups at home and over the internet. I would like to remind parents/carers that this often spills 

into college life impacting on children’s self-esteem and social well-being. Social media is often a 

tricky topic for parents to deal with as the children are often a few steps ahead of us all. My top 

tips in order to keep track of what your child is doing and to be proactive in helping them 

navigate social media are as follows: 

(1) Discuss with your child what is going on in their world (real & cyber). Keeping lines of 

communication open is so important. 

(2) Make sure that mobile phones and/or tablets are charged in the kitchen overnight. Too 

often we learn that pupils are up till midnight chatting on social media. If you allow your child 

his/her phone in his/her bedroom at night then you can be assured that they will be using it! 

(3) Parental controls can be activated to limit time on the internet/social media. 

(4) Report any inappropriate behaviour to take the pressure off your child to deal with things 

over the internet. 
 

Behaviour travelling to and from school on the train has also been an issue this term. Please could 

parents/carers reinforce our rules with regard to staying safe and being sensible. I have been 

disappointed that some of my year group have not responded appropriately when prefects have 

tried to intervene. 
 

PSHEe: Pupils will be exploring the themes of careers, economic well-being and their life stories in 

Term 4. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

We are already half way through the academic year and that means the Year 8 pupils are half 

way through Key Stage 3. 
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Charity work: Following a very busy term 2 and a huge amount of fundraising, Year 8 efforts in 

2017 are yet to get off the ground. I will take this opportunity to remind you that Year 8 will be 

supporting ‘Brain Tumour Research’ by wearing a hat and donating £1 on Friday, 31st March. There 

will be various prizes on the day for a variety of categories of hats. Please have a look at 

www.braintumourresearch.org/wearahatday to find out more and get some hat ideas.    
 

PSHEe: By the end of term 3, all forms will have moved through the activities on ‘Positive 

Friendships and Anti-Bullying.’ These units of work have provided rich activities for all pupils to 

stimulate and challenge their thoughts whilst reflecting on their personal responsibilities within our 

community. Year 8 is a challenging year for many, as friendship groups can often morph as pupils 

adapt to learning more about each other, and defining themselves within a variety of friendship 

groups. 
 

During terms 3 & 4, Community Safety Officers from the East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service are 

visiting each form. Continuing the theme set in earlier key stages, the sessions are child centred 

and encourage the children to identify their own safety strategies and consider their role when 

caring for other people. Moving on, interactive activities explore the impact on a community 

when young people engage in anti-social behaviour such as arson or hoax calling. 
 

Be the Best You Can Be: The CUP did not change hands in term 2 and remains in B13 with 8R and 

the relentless Mrs Scott.  Pupils must work to earn credits, participate in clubs and teams, complete 

activities and quizzes and avoid negative factors to accumulate as many points as possible. Mr 

Varney continues to collate the performance of each form and provide positive feedback and 

encouragement to all pupils in the year group. I’m sure the other forms would like to get their 

hands on the CUP at the end of term 3, so please encourage your sons and daughters to ‘Be the 

Best They Can Be’ every day. School years pass fast, if your child hasn’t yet subscribed to a club or 

after-school activity, please keep encouraging them to get involved. They can discuss ideas and 

options with their tutor, teachers or me. 
 

Liturgy: Thank you to Father Tom for celebrating Mass with Form 8U and Mr Fegan. The pupils 

prepared a Mass on the theme of ‘Hope’ which was both interesting and enjoyable. Father Tom 

related ‘Hope’ in a very meaningful way to the pupils. I am looking forward to 8R’s service in term 

4. 
 

I hope that you and your family have had a good start to 2017 and would like to wish all of the 

Year 8 Pupils a great second half to the academic year.  
 

Mr Carradine, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR NINE NEWS 

Rewards and prizes: Throughout Year 9, pupils have collected ‘Prize Points’, attendance points 

and behaviour points. The form with the highest score from Term 2 and winners of the Year 9 

Achievement Cup was 9U. Congratulations to Mrs Carradine and her form group. Special mention 

should also go to Mr Drake’s form, 9F, for their impressive credit haul and Miss Chong and 9O for 

their superb behaviour in Term 2. 
 

Each term, individuals will be picked out for their exceptional attitude, effort and work ethic. 

Winners of the Term 2 Star pupil award are: Jesse Dorling-Parkes, Daniel Phillips, Imeldah Ambetsa, 

Allysha Nhanda, Ruben Muller-Perol and Patrick Marsh. Well done, and keep up the hard work! 
 

Each term, 3 individuals are rewarded at random for not appearing on the misbehaviour log 

(SIMS) in the ‘fruit machine raffle’ choosing one of three prizes: a £10 Amazon voucher, early lunch 

pass or a large box of chocolates. This term’s winners were Thomas Bocon, Luka Monk and Toby 

Veness. Well done to them and the other 110 pupils who managed to stay off SIMS in Term 2. Keep 

up the hard work and focus in class. 
 

PSHEe: Year 9 have been focussing on some crucial topics in PSHEe this term looking at 

relationships and emotional health, body image and economic well-being. Next term, pupils will 

be experiencing the world of work through an extensive careers programme put together by our 

Careers Advisor. If you have any queries concerning careers please do not hesitate to contact 

Mrs Adams on mrsadamsa@strichardscc.com.   
 

Assemblies: Year 9 have been lucky enough to have had a very informative assembly performed 

by their peers in term 3. 9Fs theme of ‘Half Way there’ provided a chance for the year group to 
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reflect on what has happened and motivate the pupils in the second half of their St Richard’s 

career. Assemblies on options and making the right choices have also been delivered ahead of 

the Curriculum Evening (9th February) with Subject Leaders explaining what their courses involve.  
 

Spiritual Life: Term 3 started with our Year Mass on the theme of Unity. We focussed on how we 

come together as individuals to unite not only as forms, but as a year group and as part of our 

school community. Thank you to Fr Barry for a lovely Mass and for blessing our Year 9 candle and 

to all the readers, singers and musicians who contributed to make it a special occasion. 9U are 

also in the throes of finalising their Form Mass on the theme ‘Do not be afraid’. 
 

Parents’ Evening: Thank you to all parents/carers who supported the evening. The overall turnout 

was pleasing with 87% of pupils represented. Thank you to all parents who completed the 

feedback sheet. Your thoughts and feedback are always welcome and are used to move the 

college forward. I have detailed responses to the majority of questions. If you do have a specific 

question that still needs answering please contact me directly. 
 

Parents were asked, how well do you think your son/daughter is doing at St Richard’s? 76% of 

parents replied ‘very well’ and 22% replying ‘well’. Parents commented upon the time taken to 

complete homework by their child. I would urge all parents to keep an eye on how long their child 

takes and if they are spending too much time on a piece of homework to make contact with that 

particular teacher. A simple way is to record in their exercise book or journal so the teacher can 

see how much they can do in the allotted time. Each piece of homework should take no more 

than 35-45 minutes to complete. The feedback regarding safety and happiness in college is really 

important to us. 89% of parents indicated they feel their child is always safe and happy and 11% 

stating ‘sometimes’. Other issues discussed within the questionnaire mostly related to Options. 

Hopefully all of your questions, worries and concerns will be resolved at the Curriculum Evening on 

9th February. If there are any further issues following this evening please do not hesitate to contact 

me. Thank you to those pupils who helped out with signing parents in and providing refreshments.  
 

Extra-Curricular activities: There are plenty of extra-curricular clubs and activities for Year 9 pupils 

to get involved in at break time, lunch time and afterschool, please encourage your child to 

attend at least one club per term. A reminder that Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week 

Monday to Thursday to further support pupils with their homework.  
 

Important dates for your diary: Year 9 Curriculum Evening – Thursday, 9th February. All options 

choices should be with Miss Machin by 9am on Friday, 24th February.  
 

Many thanks in anticipation for your continued support. Wishing you an enjoyable, end of term 

break. 
 

Mr Campbell, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

Glyne Gap Christmas Party: The 

Year 10 pupils upheld our long 

standing tradition of providing a 

Christmas party for the primary 

school pupils of Glyne Gap 

School. 16 pupils, under the 

expert guidance of Mrs Kelly, 

organised what was a 

wonderful party and an 

unforgettable experience for all 

those involved. Thank you to everyone, particularly Mrs Kelly, who 

supported the party in every way.  
 

PSHEe: We have been working on writing our CVs in preparation for work experience week and 

recently had an excellent presentation from Jay Wootton from Hastings Direct, offering expert 

guidance and advice on how to produce a first rate CV. 
 

We are also now following a scheme of work on emotional health, looking to support one 

another, understanding how our behaviours impact on ourselves and each other and learning to 

manage anxiety in relation to peer pressure and academic pressure. Mr Byrne will deliver an 
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assembly on Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT) to Year 10 and any pupil wishing further 

information or support is most welcome to see him.  
 

Relationships Education: Next term, we welcome the Challenge Team into college to offer a 

presentation to the Year group during a PSHEe session (keeping sex for marriage).  
 

Social Event: On Friday, 10th February, Year 10 will be holding an end of term social event. This will 

be a pizza and movie night in the Hall from 3.30-5.45pm. 
 

As I stated in our last newsletter, this is often a stage in a young person's life when they are seeking 

more freedom and can be vulnerable to a great deal of outside pressures. We continue to stress 

that a good piece of advice is to always phone the parents/carers of your child's friend if they are 

planning a sleep over or party at their house to ensure it is supervised to your expectations. Your 

son/daughter may tell you nobody else does this but let me assure you, the vast majority do.  
 

If at any point you feel the college can support your son/daughter further in either the academic 

or social aspects of their development, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 

Thank you for your continued support and best wishes for a relaxing end of term break. 
 

Miss Easton, Pastoral Leader Year 10 (misseastonk@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

I am pleased with the mature and responsible way Year 11 are behaving this year. The mock 

exams have given many a shock and now they are aware that a lot of hard work is needed over 

the next five months. However, there are over 50 pupils receiving Certificates of Commendation 

and 27 pupils being awarded postcards home for hard work and achievement. 
 

On Thursday, 26th January all Year 11 pupils received a revision strategy workshop led by Michele 

Miller, our education consultant. That evening, the Subject Leaders put on stalls of revision tips and 

ideas specific to their exam and Michele then led a workshop for parents. It was fantastic and 

heartening to see so many parents attend and the feedback on the evaluation forms was 

excellent. Michele’s slides will be on our website for all parents to view. The mock results have 

shown that an immediate and well organised revision schedule is needed. Below are the 

Intervention and revision schedules for the next four months. There will be revision sessions offered 

once the GCSE exams have begun and I will email this to parents/carers nearer the time. Thanks 

to Laura Pasquale, Joseph Turner, Caitlin Greaney and Hannah Brazier-Adams for helping at the 

revision strategy evening. 
 

Intervention Sessions: 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Morning Maths (JG) B8 

Maths (LG) 

Maths (GM) 

Maths (JG) 

Maths (GM) B9 

Maths (JB) 

Maths (JG) 

Maths (LG) 

Maths (GM) 

Maths (JG) 

Maths (GM) 

Maths (LG) 

Maths (JB) 

Maths (GM) 

Lunch time Maths (JG) B8 

Maths (CC) 

Tech3 

Maths (JG) Maths (JG) 

Maths (GM) 

Geography 

(PH) A10 

Maths (JG) Maths (CC) 

After school Drama 

Drama studio 

History (RD) A9 

Sports Studies 

(JGB) A1 

Classics (LA) 

A11 

Maths (TS) 

Maths (JAC) 

Science 

Graphics (HEH)   

Resistant 

Materials 

 (VR) Tech 1 

German (SCR) 

French (VS) 

French (CHC) 

 

Below is the provisional Revision schedule starting next term: 

Week 

Commencing 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

27th February Option A History/Geography Maths Science English 

6th March Science RE Maths Option B MFL 

13th March Science Option A Maths Option B English 

20th March Option B Option A Option B English MFL 

27th March Option A History/Geography/Classics Maths Science English 

17th April Bank Holiday History/Geography/Classics RE English MFL 
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24th April Option A RE Maths Science Inset day 

1st May Bank Holiday History/Geography/Classics RE Science English 

8th May History/Geography English Maths RE MFL 
Option A: Media Studies, Drama, Statistics, Sports Studies, IT, Music  
Option B: Product Design, Art, Computing, Business Studies, Music 
 

Prefects: Our prefects are working really hard to support the younger pupils and continue to lead 

the school in an exemplary manner. I would also like to thank the train and bus prefects for their 

diligence. 16 new prefects were appointed in January and they have taken to their duties in a 

very responsible and commendable manner. They are: Molly Casares, Jaisen Chirackaparmpil 

Jaise, Katie Coleman-Young, Katherine Durbidge, Georgia Edwards, Nina Espiritu, Wiktor 

Kwaterniak, Aedan Lawrence, Harry Loates, India-Eloisha McKechnie, Isobel Murphy, Sebastian 

Pyka, Solji Samuel, Rosemary Shaji, Jenna Smith, Megan Symes, Megan Turley, Chloe Wheeler and 

Paulenne Wilkins. 
 

Our next Prefect Training session will be held on Wednesday, 8th February, 3.30-4.30pm. This will be 

followed by a meal costing £8 at Picasso Express restaurant until 6.00pm. The session will include a 

look at dealing with difficult situations and helping their peers with stress caused by exams and 

tests. I would like to say how grateful I am to all prefects for all their help and co-operation with 

duties around the college, especially Danny Willis, Chloe Upton, Ethan Macdonald, Zoe Hamer 

and Connor Chicken. 
 

College Interviews: Many pupils have now attended college interviews and it has been fantastic 

to learn of offers being made. Please ensure your son/daughter has fully completed this important 

step. 
 

Reports and Parents’ Evening: By the time you read this you will have your son/daughter’s report. 

I urge all of you to encourage your son/daughter to follow the advice, targets and strategies 

offered in the reports. They were encouraging to read and all of them had positive aspects.  

Parents’ Evening is on Thursday, 2nd February (this is your child’s final parents’ evening whilst at St 

Richard’s and a fantastic opportunity to talk to teachers about your son/daughter’s progress and 

get final advice ahead of the exams). 
 

Year 11 Photographs: This will take place on Tuesday, 7th March – a day to look particularly 

smart. It will involve a whole year group photograph and individual portraits.  
 

Prom: This will take place on Thursday, 22nd June, 6pm for a 7pm start at the Powdermills Hotel, 

Battle. I would really like to see the whole of Year 11 there. This will be dependant, of course, on 

excellent behaviour and high attendance at school. I have no doubt it will be a wonderful 

evening. Teachers award Prom points for good work and endeavour and these should be 

collected as they can save up to £15 off their Prom ticket when they are amassed. 
 

Revision: Revision will begin in earnest after the February break. A revision schedule is included 

with this newsletter and will be sent home (and emailed out to you) with your son/daughter. It has 

been put together to ensure fair distribution of the subjects and to avoid clashes between 

different sessions.  Just a reminder though that these sessions alone will not lead to success. A 

thorough revision programme that occurs at home in addition to school support is the only way 

forward. 
 

Have a restful break and as always do not hesitate to contact your child’s form tutor or myself if 

we can do anything to help. 
 

Mr Doherty, Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
My name is Helena Jones and I am the new Attendance Officer at St Richard’s. If you 
have any queries or concerns, please email me at mrsjonesh@strichardscc.com, or call 
me on (01424) 731070. Can I please ask you to report all absences to the school pupil 
absence line before 10.00am on the first, and every subsequent, day of absence.   
Many thanks 
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Congratulations to…  
Emma Van Zutphen, 11H, who gained a distinction in her Grade 7 flute exam. 
 

Panashe Makwiramiti, 10H, who has been playing for Arsenal Under 15 advanced squad from the 2015/16 

season and recently played against Fulham Under 15 advance centre at Fulham's training ground.  
 

The St Richard’s chess team who came second in their group in the first round 

of the Butler Cup. They achieved a score of 4.5 out of 8 which is a great result 

given that we had a relatively young team and that both St Andrew’s and St 

Catherine’s Board 1 players are members of the England chess squad! St 

Richard’s got a full point win in a round in which St Catherine’s claimed a 

draw. Needless to say, the pupils behaved impeccably and remembered to ‘win 

with pride and lose with dignity’! Report by Lorraine Guldemond (parent) 
 

Parking Reminder 

When dropping off and collecting your child/ren please remember to be considerate of 

our neighbours. Please do not block access to roads and driveways.  
 

The seafront near Sutton Place, TN40 1PD, is the ideal place for pick-ups and drop-offs as 

it allows for a quick getaway. Thank you 
 

 

Special Educational Needs 
 

Transfer review meetings will take place in term 4 for pupils in Year 9. This is the process which converts a 
Statement of Special Educational Needs to an Education, Health and Care Plan. 
 

The next SENCO surgery will be on Wednesday, 22nd March from 3.30-5.00pm. This is an informal 
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress. No appointment is required for parents of pupils with SEN. 
The meeting will be held in the college library, and Teaching Assistant Year Co-ordinators and myself will 
be available. 
 

Mr Smith, SENCO and the Learning Support Team 
 

 

Free school meals – are you entitled? 
At St Richard's, we are committed to working with pupils and their families to ensure that they receive support both 
within and beyond the classroom. One way we can help is to ensure that families eligible for free school meals receive 
them. St Richard's receives funding from the government for pupils who are eligible for free school meals and this 
money is used to provide extra support, for example by supplying eligible pupils with free study guides. 
 

To check if you are entitled please read the information on our website. 

Alternatively, your child can pick up an application form from the Reception office for you to complete and return to 
County or to Mrs Hollands in Reception. The school can then use the Checking Service to confirm entitlement but you 
may need to show up-to-date proof that you meet the qualifying criteria. If approved, the entitlement will be credited 
daily to the cashless catering system.  

Adverse Weather 

Should adverse weather occur and there is a possibility that the college may be closed, please check the 
following for information: 

 The college website: www.strichardscc.com. This will give a clear statement about whether the college is 
closed or open. The information will be available by 6.45am. The delay is caused by the need to speak to 
public transport and they will not make a decision on travel until 6.30am. 

 The East Sussex County Council school closure website: 
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm. This information will be 
available before 7.00am. This link also provides parents with the opportunity to subscribe to receive 
automatic RSS news feeds and emails which tell them when the college is closed.  

 Please also listen to local radio: Radio Sussex, Heart or Arrow FM. 

 Finally, there may be somebody available at the college to take calls from 7.00am.   

I would like to point out to you that we will always endeavour to open, however a health and safety risk 
assessment will be the deciding factor if we find ourselves needing to close/close early. 
If the closure is for more than a day then work will be placed on Show My Homework. 
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An Emotionally Healthy Community … 
 

This week St Richard’s joined in with hundreds of 
schools and organisations across the country to mark 
mental health week – the theme this year is: 
 

Conversations change lives 
 

As a school we have marked the week in the following 
way: 
1. Assemblies for every year group, accompanied by 

the stunning GCSE composition song of Elisha 

Edwards, whose lyrics matched the theme so well. 

2. Form activities throughout the week to help our 

young people explore the topic of mental health 

and begin to remove stigma. 

3. By all signing a pledge to reduce or eliminate the 

stigma attached with mental health issues. 

4. By joining in with lunchtime activities and 
producing an ‘end the stigma around mental 
health’ pledge wall in the school. 

 

We have been focussing on the importance of all 
looking after our mental well-being in the same way 
we would our physical health.  Here are some of the 
ideas that have been shared with the pupils. 
 

8 ways to well-being 
 

Talking  Being open with people I trust about how I’m feeling. 
Exercising  Looking after my body, playing sport, eating healthily. 
Calming  Trying meditation, good sleep habits like turning my phone off early. 
Learning  A new skill, a great way to gain confidence. 
Relating  Spending time with the people I care about. 
Contributing Helping others or contributing to causes I believe in. 
Creating  Expressing myself creatively e.g. music, art, drama, writing. 
Congratulating Being kind to myself, or listing the qualities I value in myself. 
 

 

We remind everyone that all staff at St Richard’s are ready and wanting to listen and support 
anyone going through a tough time. Longer term we are working on the following: 

 Providing designated schemes of work in PSHEe on mental health and well-being. 

 Introducing resources to help with pupil well-being. 

 Increasing opportunities for exercise. 

 Working with an outside company on the Art of Being Brilliant – promoting a positive self-view. 

 Making a place to be outside space and garden, where pupils can go to talk to a member of staff 
or peer mentor if times get difficult.  

 

Plea for help  
Can you help with our garden? At the moment it is just an 
idea of the pupils. To make it into reality we really need help. 
Are you able to spare a few hours gardening, or do you have 
anything you would be happy to donate to our space? 
Anything you can do to help make this a beautiful and 
special place for our young people will be so gratefully 
received. Please email Mrs Bligh if you think you can help: 
mrsblighd@strichardscc.com   



 

Careers Information 
 

CAREERS AMBASSADORS 
As a way of enhancing the Careers Education programme within the college I have decided to introduce 
the role of ‘Careers Ambassadors’. The role will involve the pupils evaluating the already existing careers 
resources, trial of new online resources, writing newspaper articles and delivering careers sessions to 
pupils in Year 7. Congratulations to the following pupils, who were successful in being selected to be our 
Careers Ambassadors: Andrea de Freitas Rodriguez, Dilys Cornford, Kiara Sendhilkumaran, Lexie Coleman, 
Allysha Nhanda, Rebecca Law, Imeldah Ambetsa, Abbie Pinnington, Jade Coleman, William Brown, Natalia 
Opalka, Carlos Vasquez and Elizabeth Orden. 
 

HASTINGS DIRECT CV WRITING 
Jay Wootten from Hastings Direct recently came and ran a CV writing session with our Year 10 pupils. The 

session included tips on what to put in your CV and how to answer 
questions on interview. 
Chloe Wilkinson said, “I found the CV training very useful and I 
believe that it will really help me in the future. Jay gave us some 
great advice and improved our confidence by making some of us 
share our answers for job 
interviews. He then went on 
to give us model answers by 
using what he had already 
said. Jay told us to ‘bank’ 
these for life. What I found 

most helpful was when Jay taught us what to put in our CVs. This 
really got me thinking about what skills I have and how to condense 
them into a short, interesting personal profile. Overall, I found the 
session to be very helpful and it was entertaining too.” 
 

LIFE AT CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY WORKSHOP 

On the morning of Friday, 13th January, we received a guest who had previously been a student at 
Cambridge University, Max Winchester. He was on holiday in France and had kindly taken some time out to 

speak to us, via Skype, for just under an hour. 
 

To begin the workshop, he went through some frequently asked 
questions as well as debunking some common misconceptions. These 
included questions such as: ‘What are the lectures like?’ and ‘How are 
courses selected?’ Some misconceptions were also cleared up, 
especially those to do with the daunting interview process, which in 
reality is actually quite informative and friendly. Upon finishing this, a 
question and answer period was begun. In this period of time, grades, 

requirements and gap years were discussed, along with further discussions on the lectures. 
 

The workshop/discussion was really informative. Receiving first-hand information on the topic helped 
highlight the realities of applying/attending one of the Oxbridge Universities. Listening to someone else’s 
experience, especially a former pupil of St. Richard’s who had been in the same place as us, helps to clear 
up some of the myths and fears surrounding Cambridge. Thank you for your time, Max. 
By Jaisen Chirackaparmpil Jaise, 11L 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE MOCK INTERVIEWS 
Year 10 pupils will go on a week’s work experience in June 2017. In preparation for this the timetable is 
suspended for a day of activities. The activities include writing curriculum vitae, role play and health and 
safety whilst in the work place. Each pupil also attends a 20 minute one to one interview. I am looking for 
volunteers to act as interviewers for this morning, which will take place on 6th June 2017. Each interviewer 
will see approximately 3-4 pupils over the duration of the morning. Feedback should be given to the pupils 
in terms of their CVs and any tips or advice for the future.  



 

If you are interested in being involved in this event or would like further information please contact me at 
the email address below. 
 

PARAMEDIC CAREERS TALK 
On Monday, 16th January, Year 9 and 10 pupils were invited to a 
talk by Paramedics from South East Coast Ambulance Service. It 
was a 45 minute session to explain the difference between the 
old route and the new degree course to becoming a paramedic. 
The session started by explaining what GCSEs and other 
qualifications you need. Both Martin and Jenny were very clear 
that the job is hard work which involves night shifts, and doesn’t 
always involve serious incidents, such as road traffic accidents. 
Thank you to Martin and Jenny from South East Coast 
Ambulance Service, for giving up their time. 
 

CAREERS TIMETABLE 
A timetable of careers workshops can be found on the school website on the following page: 
https://www.strichardscc.com/learning/careers/ 
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers and Work Experience Coordinator (mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com) 
 

Ski Trip Report 
Once again, the ski trip was an amazing experience and all 48 of us had a great time. Unlike previous years, concerns 
about the lack of snow were absent. As we arrived in the car park at Alpendorf, we could see that people were skiing 
all the way down to the resort, something we were unable to do in previous years. The hotel we stayed in, The 
Forsthoff, was stunning and situated at the bottom of the ski run, a luxury we hadn’t experienced before. The meals 
they provided were delicious and it was great to see the pupils enjoy traditional Austrian cuisine. The quality of the 
snow was excellent and we were blessed with blue skies and beautiful conditions, apart from one day when it 
snowed! 
 

For the majority of pupils, it was their first time skiing. It was amazing how quickly everyone progressed and by the 
middle of the week everyone was using the chair lift and skiing down challenging terrain. A particular mention must 
go to Maisie Southon who missed the first two days of skiing due to illness but managed to catch up and was using 
the chair lift on her first day on snow! Quite amazing, and a first for any pupil on any of the previous ten trips we 
have run.  
 

The days were structured as a two and a half hour lesson in the morning, lunch in a mountain restaurant, followed 
by another two and a half hour lesson in the afternoon.  At the end of the week, the pupils took part in a timed race 
against pupils from other schools. This was followed by a prize ceremony on the last evening. Ben Stotesbury-Byrne, 
Year 10, won the cup for being the overall fastest skier with an impressive time that left his challengers in no doubt 
of who the fastest skier was. Each evening we took part in fun activities including tobogganing, swimming, a bowling 
evening and a party at the hotel on the last night. The ‘Limbo Dancing’ and ‘Mr and Mrs Alpendorf’ rounds were 
particularly funny. As always, this is a hilarious and fun packed evening and one everyone will remember.  
 

The pupils were excellent throughout the week. They gave 100% all week and joined in the skiing and activities with 
a real sense of fun and enthusiasm. As always, our pupils were complimented on their polite, respectful and helpful 
conduct throughout.  Serena Coyle, Year 11 pupil and Head Girl, summed up the experiences of all the pupils, “It was 
an amazing week! The skiing, the activities in the evening, everything, was brilliant!”  
 

Finally, my thanks to Mr Carradine, Dr Durkin, 
Mr Hollingsworth and Ms Gallagher for making 
the trip possible by accompanying the pupils. 
My thanks also to Mr Hollingsworth who has 
created a nine minute video of the trip that 
can be watched on the following link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4NiJOyOhS
6rOWJMa2VEU3dfcnM/view 
 

Letters about next year’s ski trip will go out in 
term 4.  
 

Mr Byrne   

https://www.strichardscc.com/learning/careers/
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4NiJOyOhS6rOWJMa2VEU3dfcnM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4NiJOyOhS6rOWJMa2VEU3dfcnM/view


 

 
 

MFL Christmas Bake Off 
Thank you to everybody who participated in the MFL Christmas Bake off at the end of Term 2 and all who 
came along to buy cakes. It was wonderful to see so many different Christmas specialities on offer; we 
had cakes, biscuits, cupcakes, little Christmas trees and even a giant gingerbread man! It was a really 
lovely event and best of all we raised £103.75 for ‘Surviving Christmas’. The 3 winners were: Megan 
Parslow in 7F, Lily Jackson in 7H and India-Cleo Stevens in 8I. Well done! 

 
 

 
 

 
Spanish News 
This term in Spanish club we have been watching a Spanish animation called “El 
misterio del pez” which is the poignant story of an elderly fisherman and the 
mystery fish that he keeps on catching! We now have a rota of Year 9 pupils to 
help run the club and encourage all Year 7 and 8 pupils especially to come and 
join in with the activities.  
 

¡Hola Los Padres! ( Hello Parents!) Come and  join in Spanish vocabulary learning fun! 
Why not join in and learn some Spanish!  Due to the success of Memrise as a vocabulary learning tool we 
have created a group for parents who would like to join in the fun of learning Spanish. So, if you are a 
beginner or have not learned Spanish since your schooldays you can join in the fun learning too. Just like 
the pupils we will be awarding a prize for the parent with the highest overall point score each term - 
now there’s an incentive! The links are as follows: 
Year 7 parents  http://www.memrise.com/group/138285/ 
Year 8 parents http://www.memrise.com/group/138286/ 
Year 9 parents http://www.memrise.com/group/138288/ 
 

German News 
It was great to see some new faces this term at German club. We are now in the process of planning 
different German-themed activities and are getting ready for ‘Fasching’, which is the German equivalent 
of carnival.  
 

There is also a new club for Year 10 and Year 11 pupils every Thursday at 1.10pm. Come along to 
German music club, listen to old and new German songs and use this as an opportunity to deepen your 
experience of the German culture as well as practise your listening skills.  
 

Finally, our first film night of the year will take place on Tuesday, 7th February at 3.30pm in B5. 
Come along and see ‘Rock it’ – a fun film for all ages. Popcorn provided or bring your own snacks! 

 

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 12:45pm until 1:30 pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 

http://www.memrise.com/group/138285/
http://www.memrise.com/group/138286/
http://www.memrise.com/group/138288/


 

 
French News 
During December, French Club 
hosted weekly showings of the 
French cartoon “Asterix et les 
Vikings” in French with English 
subtitles. This term, we are offering 
pupils the chance to have some fun 
with a variety of French board games in B14 every 

Monday lunchtime. 
 

The Year 9 and 10 French 
ambassadors who meet at 

lunchtime every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the 
month in B14 enjoyed celebrating the Epiphany in 
January. Deshan Sureshan baked for us a lovely king 
cake called “la galette” for the occasion. They also 
play a French game called “mille bornes”. 
 

Visit to the Opal Coast,Northern France  (23rd-25th June 2017) 
We are delighted to have had such an enthusiastic response to the planned 3-day residential trip to the 
Opal Coast in June. The 50 places have now been filled by pupils from Year 8 and 9. We are now moving 
forward with the next stages of preparation for this trip which will provide the pupils with a cultural taste 
of France, as well as opportunities to put the language they are learning into practice. 
 

Just a reminder of some practicalities in preparing for the trip. Each pupil will need his/her own current 
valid passport and EHIC which will need to be available by Monday, 5th June. If payment was by 
instalments the next dates are £85 by 1st February and £85 by 1st March 2017. 
 

Many thanks to all parents and carers for supporting their children to take part in this trip. We hope to 
make it a rewarding and enjoyable experience for all involved.  

‘My Chinese Teacher’ Mandarin programme 你好 
Well done to the group of year 8 and 9 pupils who have continued to show great enthusiasm and 
commitment to the ‘My Chinese Teacher’ Mandarin programme. It has been fantastic to see the pupils 
confidently building their knowledge of this fascinating language during the early Monday morning 
lessons via Skype with our Chinese teacher, Freddy Guo, in Beijing.   
During January, the pupils have been extending their ability to talk about food and drink in Mandarin as 
well as enjoying the opportunity to discover the traditions and ways in which the Chinese New Year is 
celebrated. 

To mark the Chinese New Year, which fell on 28th January this year, 
some of the pupils from the Mandarin group have been preparing a range 
of special activities to share with the school community at lunchtime. 
Our particular thanks for planning and leading this event go to Kaira 
Rubit, Christina Thomas, Zuleika Smyth and Hannah Chan. We would also 
like to thank Hannah Chan and her family for their time and generosity 
in providing us with food and authentic items for this event.    

 

Factoids    
German factoid: Germany has a reputation for innovation, with countless ground-
breaking inventions - from aspirin to gummy bears and the hole punch. But did you know 

that Fanta was also invented in Germany?  
 

Spanish factoid: The Epiphany on the 6th January is a bank holiday in Spain. Most Spanish 
children open presents on the Epiphany and some believe that they have been brought by 
the 3 kings.  
 

French factoid: French toast was originally called pain perdu (lost bread), and the first 
written mention of the dish comes from the court of Henry V of England. The Oxford 
English Dictionary mentions that the first use of the name “French toast” was in 1660 in 
a book called the Accomplisht Cook.  



 

 
 

 

E-SAFETY NEWS 
This term’s newsletter looks at a particular app that young people may be using and gives you, as a 
parent, some information regarding the app. 
 

App Name: HouseParty 
Age: 13+ 
Web: https://joinhouse.party 
What is it? Houseparty was founded by the team that brought 
us Meerkat, a video-streaming service. This is a group video chat 
service and is meant to be more social as it allows easy live 
conversation between friends. 
Risks: You can completely understand why such an app would become popular as it allows friends to 
keep in contact within their particular social circles to discuss everyday issues. However, as with 
anything such as this, we need to be careful who our children are speaking to and what they’re doing; 
it’s just normal parental curiosity rather than spying. These are the standard content, contact and 
conduct based risks that we always refer to. 
Advice: As always, have the conversation about their usage of all social networking sites/apps. 
Manage their use and access. Children may be very worried that your response to a problem will be to 
take away their internet access.  Whilst this may be an appropriate response in some cases, the threat 
may be a barrier for a child who needs help. 
 

Thanks to Alan at www.esafety-adviser.com and www.thinkyouknw.co.uk 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS 
A group of pupils volunteered to take part in a cyber-
security competition for the Computing department. The 
challenge required the pupils to take part in a number of 
rounds starting in November and finishing in February.  

The pupils involved were Emilie-Jayne Ralph (Y11), Aedan Lawrence (Y11), Jordan 
Venkateswarlu (Y10), Scott Emson (Y10), Ben Masters (Y10) and George Wyer (Y7). The competition 
was all about cyber security and learning about networking, coding and cyber security in general. 
Each round consisted of a range of computers that included different operating systems with major 
security vulnerabilities. The objective was for the team to find and fix these vulnerabilities, that 
included viruses, Trojan horses, login credentials and other possible security risks associated with 
networks and networking.  
 

“I am very proud of the team who took part in the cyber centurion competition. 
This is an area that is not covered by the curriculum and the team devoted 
time and energy after school in the build up, to 
ensure they had knowledge of networks. They 
worked well, developing their leadership and 
team working skills. It also gave them an 
opportunity to learn about the cyber security 

industry. I would also like to thank our school technicians who were on 
hand to question pupils about their understanding of networks and for 
providing the training material.” Ben Masters (Y10) 
 

Keep an eye out for new cybersecurity competitions and if you are 
interested please see Mr Fegan in AIT. 
 

Mr Fegan, Subject Leader - Computing and ICT 
 

http://www.esafety-adviser.com/
http://www.thinkyouknw.co.uk/


 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 Holocaust Memorial Event:  Well done to all pupils 
involved in either the Music, Dance or Drama for this 
event on Saturday, 28th January. Weeks of rehearsal 
went into what was a stunning and evocative 
performance. Well done to Mrs Byrne, Mrs Knight and 
Mrs Dunster for creating and directing the 
performance. 
 

Music Showcase – 
Wednesday, 8th 
March 2017: An 
evening of music 
from some of our 

most talented young performers. This is a great opportunity to hear 
some of the GCSE music work from the current Year 10 and 11 groups, 
as well as contributions from some of the extra-curricular 
ensembles. The concert starts at 7.00pm - admission is free, with a retiring collection to support the work 
of the music department. 
 

Instruments needed: If you have a musical instrument not being used any more that you would be willing 
to donate to the music department, we'd be very pleased to hear from you!  We have exciting plans for an 
event later in the year, details to follow soon, and any contributions would be much appreciated. Many 
thanks in anticipation! 
 

Mr Roadknight, Subject Leader – Music 
 

DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
   

It’s been another busy and exciting term in the drama department and by the time you read this, two big 
events in the diary will have been and gone – with great success I am sure! 

 

Firstly, the staff will have had the great pleasure of taking to 
the stage in their charity pantomime ‘A Teacher’s Tale’ to 
raise money for three fantastic causes; Kidney Research UK, 
K.I.S.S and Dragonflies. I’d like to say a huge thank you and 
well done to Miss Wood, Mr Lahache, Mrs Wood, Mrs 
Nicholls, Ms Gallagher, Jo Doyle, Mrs Scott, Mrs Kelly, Mr 
Harwood, Mr Byrne, Mr Eyre, Mr Campbell, Mr Tadros and 
our Head Boy and Head Girl, Ethan and Serena, for their 
enthusiasm, commitment and courage! I’d also like to thank 
Mrs McGarvey, Miss Crawley, Mr Hollingsworth and Mrs 
Knight for all their help with backstage and production. I 
hope we can 

make this a St Richard’s tradition and a real highlight of the 
school year.  
 

Secondly, our talented pupils will have taken part in the 
Holocaust Memorial Service at St Mary in the Castle in 
Hastings on Saturday, 28th January. This poignant service 
includes selected schools from the area and we were 
honoured to be asked to contribute again. The collaborative 
effort of our dancers, actors, orchestra and choir is nothing short of outstanding and they have worked 
tirelessly to produce a moving and fitting tribute. Well done to all involved. 
 



 

Looking ahead, the Year 10 GCSE group are eagerly rehearsing their 
entry to the 2017 National Theatre ‘Connections’ festival. The brand 
new play they have chosen is called ‘Three,’ written by Harriett Braun 
who is responsible for many hit TV shows including ‘Hotel Babylon’ and 
‘Lip Service.’ They will be previewing the play in the school hall on 

Friday, 24th February at 5pm, when a professional NT director will watch and give them feedback. They 
then have the great honour of taking it to the famous Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury as part of the 
national festival on Friday, 24th March (starts at 6pm and tickets are available from the Marlowe box 
office). The pupils will spend the whole day at the Marlowe working with in-house theatre professionals 
and I am sure the experience will be one they’ll never forget. Posters will be up soon so keep an eye out. 
They would really appreciate your support with their first performance as a GCSE class. Good luck to all! 
 

I would like to mention that the Arts Award will be up and running again soon and I am currently exploring 
ways in which we can offer it collaboratively with other local schools in order to get the most out of the 
experience. Further details will follow, and thank you for your enquiries.  
 

Mrs Dunster, Subject Leader - Drama (mrsdunsters@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

Plumpton College Events in February and March 2017 
 

Taster Days for 14-16 year olds available during the East Sussex February holiday - Monday, 
13th February and Tuesday, 14th February 2017 
 

Plumpton College (Plumpton site) Open Morning on Saturday, 4th March 2017 (9.00am to 
12.30pm) 
 

For more information please contact:  
Admissions on 01273 892080 
Email: admissions@plumpton.ac.uk 
 

 
   

Year 9 Curriculum Evening 
  

Thursday, 9th February 2017 
  

7.00-9.00pm 
  

For Year 9 parents/carers and 
pupils 

  

A formal presentation at 7.00pm, 
followed by the opportunity to 
speak to Subject Leaders and 

pupils about the content of subjects 
undertaken in Key Stage 4. 

  

Please remember to bring your 
Curriculum Booklet 

mailto:mrsdunsters@strichardscc.com
mailto:admissions@plumpton.ac.uk


 

ART DEPARTMENT 
 

As our Year 9 pupils make their GCSE Pathway choices, I thought it would be useful to publish the two 
possibilities available in the Art department here. The two options are Art and Design and Fine Art and I 
have provided a description of both (see table attached). If any parent/carer would like any further 
information please don’t hesitate to contact either myself or Miss Pennington.  

 
All our pupils are making really positive progress in the Art and Design 
Department. Year 7 are working with enthusiasm on their drawing skills topic 
in Fine Art and in Art and Design they have all completed their nightlights 
which will now be fired and painted. Year 8 are painting their highly original 
teapot designs and exploded drawings. Ms Pennington’s group are producing 
some wonderful observational watercolour work. Year 9 are painting their 
Totem Pole designs and research based study, and the Quarter Portraits 
Project in Fine Art. Year 10 GCSE are continuing to build on the excellent start 
on the course showing pride in all their sketchbooks. The Art and Design group 

are continuing to 
develop their exam 
portfolio. Year 11 are 
concentrating on sketchbook based portfolio work 
and developmental drawings for the GCSE exam. We 
are planning some very exciting enrichment projects 
this year. The Towner gallery will come in and work 
with our Year 9 pupils; we also have an inspiring 
project with the De La Warr Pavilion in the pipeline, a 
trip to The Victoria and Albert Museum in London 
and an artist in residence who will help inspire our 
pupils.  



 

 

  

With just 9 weeks until 
their GCSE Fine Art exam 
Year 11 pupils have 
produced some fantastic 
preparation studies. Work 
shown from Megan Symes, 
Cleo Veness, Kasia Fedor, 
Alisha Hunter and Daisy 
Caffrey. 
 
 

Mr Peachment 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   



 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2017  
Friday, 27th January commemorated Holocaust Memorial Day and pupils from each 
year group watched a live webcast of Holocaust survivor, Mala Tribick MBE. Mala gave 

a heartfelt testimony of her experience as an 8 year old child, living in 
Poland, under Nazi occupation. She shared her experience of ghettoisation, slave labour and 
the Ravensbrück concentration camp in Poland, before she was transported to Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp, in northern Germany. Bergen-Belsen was liberated in April 1945, in 
which Mala said, “It was like going out of hell and into heaven.”  

 

One Year 11 pupil said, “It’s the closest I’ve come to tears in a long time. It’s 
completely different reading about it in books, compared to listening to 
Mala speak about it.” This supports Nobel Peace Prize winner and Holocaust 
survivor Elie Wiesel, who once said, “I do believe [that] to listen to a witness 
is to become a witness in turn.”  This emphasises the importance of learning 
from this tragedy, and as Mala concluded, “We should not stand by to 
injustice, we should preserve good deeds and watch out against all evil in 

the world.”  
 

St Richard’s was one of thousands of schools around the country who were 
given the privilege to watch Mala speak by the Holocaust Education Trust. 
Our pupils approached this with maturity and sensitivity which is to be 
commended. Their learning will be shared within History groups so that 
the school community can benefit from the lessons of the Holocaust and 
appreciate the impact it still has on our society today.  
 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY CLUB 
The Key Stage 3 History Club have been very busy over the last few weeks in the lead up to Holocaust 
Memorial Day. Amelie and George Wyer in Year 7 said, “In History Club we have been preparing for our 
Holocaust Memorial Day display and activities. We have cut out leaves and are going to stick them on a 
tree in the link-way. Each leaf will have pledges against hate, written by pupils at lunchtime. We have 
added images of Holocaust survivors to our display. Finally, we have made a prayer, including quotes from 
Holocaust survivors, for all forms to read in form time.” 

 
 



 

GCSE HISTORY 
YEAR 10: Pupils have completed the thematic study of ‘Medicine in Britain, c1250-present day’ and have 
begun a study on the historic environment, 'The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches'. Lessons for this unit will incorporate flipped learning, as homework tasks will 
be set linked to subject content and lessons will be used to prepare pupils exam technique, including 
source skills.  
 

YEAR 11: Pupils are now studying their final unit for the History GCSE, the Transformation of Surgery.  
The focus of this unit is on source analysis skills and the ability to make use of evidence.  These skills can 
be challenging so it is important that all pupils are up to date with class and homework and attend support 
sessions if necessary. You are doing great, Year 11, but there is still much to be done! 
 

Miss Neilan, History Teacher 
 

 Numeracy News 
 

Primary Pupils visit the De La 
Warr Pavilion 
Our Master Classes visited the 
Pavilion to take part in our annual 
Maths in Art event. 
 

Over 45 pupils from our feeder 
schools produced some wonderful 
pieces of curve stitching. 
Congratulations to St Mary’s who 
won a beautiful book donated by 
the De La Warr Pavilion. 

 

Maths Problem - Take your answer to Ms Gallagher B6 for a prize. 
Our baby's nearly one year old now. We've worked out how to weigh her but nurse and I still 
have trouble measuring her height. She just will not stand up straight against our measuring 
chart. In fact she can't stand up at all yet! So we measure her upside down. Last year, nurse held 
baby's feet, keeping them level with the 140cm mark, while I read off the mark level with the top 
of baby's head: 97cm. This year, it was my turn to hold the feet. Being taller than nurse, I held 
them against the 150cm mark, while the nurse crawled on the floor to read the mark level with 
the top of baby's head: 84cm. How many centimetres has baby grown in her first year?  
 

Numeracy Club every Thursday in B6 - Gain confidence with problem 
solving. This is for Year 7-9 pupils and takes place after school from 3.15-
4.00pm.  
 

Year 11: Well done to all those attending intervention. This hard work and 
endeavour will lead to good grades. 
 

Ms Gallagher, Joint Acting Subject Leader - Maths 

Theatre Sense Workshop 
 

Theatre Sense, a school for Performing Arts, based at Westfield Community Hall are 
running an 80’s themed workshop during the February holiday. 
 

The workshop is running from Wednesday, 15th February until Friday, 17th February from 
10.00am until 4.00pm. The price is £20 per day or £50 for all 3 days. It is open to 7-18 year 
olds. For further information please visit www.theatresense.co.uk, email 
info@theatresense.co.uk or ring 07519 246837. 

http://www.theatresense.co.uk/
mailto:info@theatresense.co.uk


 

Geography News 
 

Next trip: A day at the South of England Show - June 2017 
We are taking a small group of pupils to the South of England Agricultural Show 
in June 2017. We will be offering this opportunity to all those pupils who have 
been attending Geography Club on a weekly basis. There will also be a select 
number of pupils who have been identified as having made really pleasing 
progress whilst studying the subject by their teacher.   
 

Pupils will spend the day at this amazing event and will be given a tour of the 
livestock as well as raise their awareness and understanding of the countryside, 
food and farming industries. This valuable learning opportunity about the 
countryside and land-based industries gives pupils an opportunity to get close 
up to the countryside and discover the importance of a sustainable, thriving 
rural environment. 

 

Calling Year 7 and 8 
After half term, our current teaching groups swap and we welcome those who have been learning History, 
to develop their knowledge of the wonderful world that they live in. We will be learning about the 
following topics and provide you with some useful links if you would like to support your child in these 
topics:- 
 

Year 7 Topic Curriculum Covered Helpful links 

Our world and 
local area 

Mapskills 
Understanding the UK landscape and 
climate 
Developing a knowledge of our local area 
Fieldwork activity 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/education/  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg  

Kenya Landscape and climate of Kenya 
Rural issues including tourism and tribes 
City life in Kenya 
Solving water issues 

http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/kenya-geography  

Go with the 
flow 

Water cycle 
Processes and features of a river 
Flooding and its consequences 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zs92tfr  

 

Year 8 Topic Curriculum Covered Helpful links 

Rich World, 
Poor World 

Industries and how they affect our wealth 
Chains of production 
The clothing industry 
Fairtrade 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvp39j6/revi
sion  

Brazil Landscape and climate of Brazil 
Rural issues and economic development 
City life and the Olympics 

http://www.ngkids.co.uk/places/country-fact-file-
brazil  

Our coastline Processes and features of the coastline 
Coastal management 
Visit to Galley Hill, Bexhill 

http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/coastal-geography  

 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader 
  

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/education/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/kenya-geography
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvp39j6/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvp39j6/revision
http://www.ngkids.co.uk/places/country-fact-file-brazil
http://www.ngkids.co.uk/places/country-fact-file-brazil
http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/coastal-geography


 
 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
Hello All, 
 

St Richard’s PTFA Needs You! 
 

We really need some new members as we are rather low in numbers which has meant not enough 
people have been available to help at recent events. If people could help at just one or two events 
a year it would be great! The next meeting is on Monday, 6th February at 7.00pm in the staff room. 
We are a friendly bunch and would be pleased to see new members. 
 

The PTFA have provided refreshments at several school events already this year. This has 
ensured staff, parents, carers and pupils have been catered for whilst raising funds at the same 
time. 
 

If you have any queries regarding the PTFA, please do not hesitate to contact us via the school. 
 

Heather Mulligan (joint chair with Lisa Segal) 

 
 

 

Are you interested in Teaching? 
If you are interested in training to teach, why not consider Thrive Teaching School Alliance as your training 

provider? Alongside the University of Sussex based in Brighton, we offer a School Direct route into 

teaching which awards you a PGCE and Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) upon its completion. 
 

Within Thrive Teaching School Alliance we have many training places available at St Richard’s and within 

our other partner schools of Bexhill Academy, Robertsbridge Community College, Bexhill College, 

Claverham Community College and a selection of primary schools for September 2017. Currently these 

are the full range of secondary subjects. For some subjects, funding is also available. Applications are now 

open on UCAS. 
 

Have a look on the college’s website under ‘Teaching Schools, Initial Teacher Training’ or contact 

mrswoode@strichardscc.com for more information. 

mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com


 

English Department News 
 

KS4 

Year 11, you will take your Language and Literature assessments on these dates: 

Monday, 6th February - Language Paper 1 Writing (narrative or description) 

Thursday, 9th February - Literature Paper 2 Unseen poetry (one poem) 
 

Your full mocks for Language Paper 1 and Literature Paper 2 will take place after half term on: 

Thursday, 16th March - Language Paper 1 (Creative) 

Monday, 20th March - Literature Paper 2 (Modern texts and poetry) 
 

Remember to use the Year 11 Google Drive revision folder for helpful resources and links 
and reminders of which paper is which! In there you will also find the padlet links for all topics and 
a reminder about revision guides. Now that we have finished the content of the course, all lessons 
are covering revision so make the most of the time you have each week with your teachers. 
 

Year 10, your Language and Literature assessments are taking place on: 

Friday, 3rd February - Language Paper 1 Writing (narrative or description) 

Tuesday, 7th February - Literature Paper 2 - Poetry comparison (from the 
anthology 
 

Following last term’s assessments, Language intervention continues to be addressed during class 
time. Those struggling with English Literature will receive a letter home about revision for a resit.  
 

Year 10 are currently focussing on creative writing skills alongside their poetry anthology and 
modern text. 
 

Both years - keep learning those keywords (all available on padlets and the Google Drive).  
 

I recommend keeping an eye on TV schedules and cinema listings for versions of the texts you are 
studying to help you with plot, characters and themes. It is also worth checking the De La Warr 
Pavilion, The Odeon and Cineworld as they regularly run discounted National Theatre screenings 
of plays which are invaluable to study and also thoroughly enjoyable to watch. DVDs can also be 
borrowed from the school library. 
 

Parents 

We have a stock of Collins revision guides which cover language and literature - they include 
revision materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are available from Miss Wood in 
A1 for £5 (cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!). For text-specific guides we recommend the York notes 
9-1 guides or CGP for a more simplified option. Teachers can show pupils copies of these guides 
and they are available in all good bookshops and on Amazon. 
 

You will receive information about additional support for your child as 
and when it is required.  
 

As always, thank you for your support. If you would like to receive emails 
with suggested revision resources, websites and general course 
information, please email me on: misswoodm@strichardscc.com and I will 
continue to compile a list of contacts. 
 

Public Speaking Competitions 
Congratulations to Year 9s Dilys Cornford, Chukwudumebi Chukwurah, 
and Imeldah Ambetsa who were the youngest team competing in the 
English Speaking Union Public Speaking Competition on Monday, 9th 
January at Lewes Priory. Dilys spoke on the topic of 'Whatever Happened 
to Silence?" Well done also to the Year 10 team; Amina Bastante Pain, 
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Primrose Munro and Khushi Gupta, who competed for the ESU on Thursday, 
26th January and have made it to the next round, which takes place at the Hove 
Club on Tuesday, 7th February. Amina is speaking on the topic: 'Life is simple 
but we insist on making it complicated'. Good luck also to those competing in the 
Rotary Youth Speaks Competition on Thursday, 2nd February at Vinehall. 
Maddie Baszczak, Joseph Baszczak and Joey Burton are the junior team and will 
be discussing whether 'Men are from Mars and Women are from Venus'. The 
senior team; Khushi Gupta, Primrose Munro and Annabel Field, will be 
exploring 'The Perks of being a Procrastinator.'   
 
 

 
 

Library News 
 

1066 Book Award 
The 1066 Book Award for pupils in 
Years 7 and 8 has begun, and will run 
until the middle of March. This year, 
we have an excellent selection of 
page-turners, including a thriller, a 
story set in Yellowstone Park, a 
family saga and a science-fiction tale 

that will mess with your head! I can thoroughly recommend them all and look forward to sharing them 
with the group of 21 1066ers already signed up. The Award concludes with pupils from all 5 schools taking 
part celebrating good writing and reading together in the new Library at Bexhill Academy, when we will 
vote for the winner of this years’ award. 
 

Film Club News Our Film Club is currently running a pilot as part 

of a national scheme to get more SEN pupils involved with film. Our 
first film choice was the excellent ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’, screened on 
Tuesday, 24th and Wednesday, 25th January for a small group of 

Year 7s, after school. Unfortunately, no-one came because, I think, of the short notice! This will be 
rescheduled and those involved will be informed as soon as possible. Watch this space!       
  

Overdue Books There are currently 190 school Library books and DVDs overdue – some just a few days 

(therefore only a few pence) some, over a year, and a few two years overdue. This is despite termly 
reminders, me nagging and chasing, and form tutors attempting to get pupils to return the books. The 
average price for a teen fiction paperback is currently around £7.99, multiplied by 190 = £1518.10. So, 
between them, all these pupils with overdue school Library books are depriving others the opportunity to 
read. Please, please, please can you check to see if there are school Library books at home? Many thanks, 
your efforts are appreciated.    
 

Quote of the Month: ‘We know, without reminding ourselves endlessly, the obvious and less obvious 

benefits children can glean from developing a life-long love of reading, the widening and deepening of 
knowledge and understanding, the ability to empathise, to explore and discover, to be comforted, excited, 
provoked and challenged, to spur confidence and creativity… I think it could be said that literacy, or the lack 
of it, helps define and separate those who have from those who have not, those who feel they belong and 
those who feel they do not, who feel alienated.’  Michael Morpurgo, speaking at the inaugural Book Trust 
Annual Lecture’, September 2016.  
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian 

 
  

 



 

Chaplaincy News 
 

The Advent Service, at the end of last term, proved a very 
good way to prepare for the Feast of the Nativity: sincere 
thanks to both pupils and staff who worked so hard to make 
it a success. We chose a very pertinent theme - looking at 
the idea of Jesus as a Refugee, and had some moving performances from the choir, 
Dance Company and drama pupils to really make us stop and think about those who 
are affected by war and famine and are forced to leave their homes and families to 
seek a better life for their children. We were really fortunate to have the loan of a 
Lampedusa Cross, which is a cross made from the wreck of a refugee ship as a sign of 
hope. Having that battered, paint-chipped, piece of wood with us truly brought 
home the desperation of these people. A really thought provoking service this year 
and well done to all who participated. 

 
Now we are beginning to turn our thoughts to the next significant season in the Church’s year, that of 
Lent, with Ash Wednesday. This special day in the Church’s calendar is one of only two in the year when 
we are asked to give up some amount of food (fasting) and to abstain from eating meat (abstinence); the 
other day being Good Friday in Holy Week. Lent is a unique time to make a conscious effort to renew and 
deepen our Christian faith, through prayer (try to pray at least for a short time each day), giving to those 
in need, and generally making more time and space for God in our lives. 
 

Year Group and Form Masses and Services: This term Year 
9 had their Year Mass, a lovely celebration in which the 
readings focused on the theme ‘Christian Unity’, this 
coincided with the prayer for Christian Unity Week held 
across the Christian churches around the world. As a 
reflection, Allysha Nhanda and Nuala Eley, read the 
wonderful story of the rainbow which teaches us that 
although we are all different, we are made by God for a 
unique purpose and it is in working together we can create 
the world God wants us to. The Year 9 choir members made 
the service so reflective with their singing, with a beautiful 
solo by Rose Wood. Well done to all who participated and 
hopefully there was lots for the Year 9s to take away from 
the celebration. 
 

Forms 11U and 11L shared their final form liturgies at St Richard’s, with two very reflective services 
looking at their journey through St Richard’s, while Form 7F had their first as a form. All were prayerful 
occasions. My thanks to the Liturgy Reps in each form and their tutors for bringing the ideas together 
and, of course, to our wonderful clergy for their attendance.  
 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils: Every Friday at 8.10am, Mass is celebrated in room A3. All 
staff and pupils are warmly invited to attend. If you have a special prayer intention that you would like 
to be included at Mass, perhaps for someone who is unwell or for someone who has died, then do let Jo 
know. 
 

St. Richard’s Lent Campaign 2017: During Lent, 
pupils and staff will be encouraged to support 
the CAFOD campaign, ‘Turn little fish into Big 
Fish’ with various activities in school. A number 
of staff will be completing a sponsored fast on CAFOD’s fast day on Ash 



 
Wednesday, 1st March 2017 and we will also be supporting the local Bexhill Food Bank as we did last 
year. Our aim, as always, is to spread the message of God’s Mercy both at home through our support of 
the Food bank and abroad through the work of CAFOD.   
 

Liturgy Reps: The next Liturgy Reps meeting will take place on Monday, 6th February at 12.45pm in A1. 
This will be an important meeting to finalise plans for the Lenten activities in college. Please ensure, if 
you cannot attend, you let Jo know. 
 

Fairtrade Activities: Fairtrade Fortnight this year runs from Monday, 27th February to Sunday, 12th 
March. Fairtrade champions have been busy coming up with ideas to fundraise and raise awareness 
during the 2 weeks. More details will follow in our next newsletter. 
 

Rome Pilgrimage: For those currently in Years 9 and 10, in term 5 we will launch next year’s Rome trip 
in February 2018. Spaces will be limited to just 30 pupils and in order to ensure everyone can have the 
chance to join we launch far in advance to allow parents and pupils time to raise the money to fund their 
trip. More on this in Term 5. 
 

Redshirts - Arundel and Brighton Lourdes Pilgrimage 2017 

Last week, Years 10 and 11 had an assembly on the Diocesan 
Lourdes pilgrimage and the Youth Service – Redshirts. Year 11 
pupil, Jitsy Judathadevus and former pupil, Molly Phipps gave 
uplifting presentations on their experiences as Redshirts. 
 

So What is Redshirt? They are a group of young people from 
school years 10 and 11 who, led by a fantastic and committed 
team of young leaders, share a life changing experience. Since 
2004, nearly 600 young people from all over the Diocese have 
experienced what it means to be a Redshirt. The Redshirts, 
alongside their own pilgrimage, will support the Pilgrims in 
ensuring the pilgrimage runs smoothly. This is their act of 
service to others. Many former Redshirts have been known to 
say, ‘I received more than I gave.’ Redshirts Pilgrimage is organised by the Diocese and is not a school 
trip however the chaplaincy is happy to support any pupils in their application and with any fundraising 
they wish to do, please contact, myself with any questions. For an application pack contact Charlotte 
Booth (Redshirts Admin support) 01403 740110 or email abredshirts@gmail.com.  

Flame 3 – Saturday, March 11th 2017 (Years 10 and 11) 
Flame 3, the largest Catholic youth event in the country, is due to take 
place on Saturday, 11th March 2017 at Wembley Arena. We have pre-
booked 30 tickets. Please note I will prioritise a ticket for those of you who 
are a member of Our Lady of Ransom Confirmation group as they are not 
travelling this year unlike other confirmation groups. 
I hope that many Year 10 and 11 pupils from St Richard’s will take this 
opportunity to join with other young people across the country for a day of 
‘Faith, Fun and Friendship’, it is a wonderful experience. There is music 
from Grammy Award winner Matt Redman and from One Hope Project, and 
speakers include Cardinal Bo from Burma, Bank of England Governor, Mark Carney, Former Minister of 
State, Sarah Teather, and Fr Augusto Zampini-Davies, who recently advised Pope Francis on the 
encyclical Laudato Sii. Letters are available on the college website. 
 

Thank you to all pupils, staff and priests for helping to make all the above activities possible at St 
Richard’s. The spiritual life of the college continues to flourish because of your valuable and valued 
contributions. 
 

With very best wishes 
 

Jo Doyle 
Miss Jo Doyle – Lay Chaplain (missdoylej@strichardscc.com) Tel: 01424 731070 Ext. 126 

RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

There has been lots of great work and effort from the pupils in RE this term. Year 7 pupils have 

been learning about the sacraments. They have had a particular focus on Baptism and Reconciliation. 

Year 8 have been enthralled and motivated by their unit on Philosophy. There have been many 

enthusiastic debates and discussions in lessons where pupils have been arguing the existence of God 
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and trying to explain the theodicies to explain his existence. In Year 9 pupils have continued their 

studies in Mark’s Gospel by focusing on the issues surrounding discipleship. Year 10 have been 

learning about the different Catholic practices. These have included the Mass, prayer, pilgrimage and 

the funeral rite. The Year 11 pupils have nearly completed the last unit, Religion and Community 

Cohesion, part of their GCSE course. Next term they will be starting their revision rotations for 

their summer exams. 
 

For the new RE GCSE we spend some time studying Islam. As 

part of the new syllabus pupils need to quote different sources 

of authority.  Mo and Zaitoon Khan (former parents of St 

Richard’s) have kindly donated 45 copies of the Qur’an for our 

pupils to use. This is extremely generous and these will be of 

great use for our teaching and learning about Islam. The 

department would like to thank them for this gift which will 

benefit our pupils for many years to come. 
 

Synagogue Trip 

Following the Year 8 unit on 

Judaism, some Year 8 pupils went to the Eastbourne synagogue. They 

were able to see inside the synagogue and discover the layout and 

items inside, including the Ark and the Torahs. The pupils asked lots 

of questions and will feedback their experience to their RE classes. 
 

"The synagogue trip was a great experience as I had never seen or 
been in one before. I really enjoyed listening to the Jewish speaker telling us about the Torah and 
being able to see the Torah up close. It was magnificent to know that there was a Jewish synagogue 
so close to St Richard's." Alex Heggie, 8I 
 

 

 

 

Holocaust Memorial Trip 

Ms Henry took a group of pupils to Chichester Cathedral for an educational day on the legacy of 

human rights and to hear the testimony of Holocaust survivor, Steven Frank. The day began with a 

workshop which got the pupils to focus on the significance of human rights. The workshop was framed 

against the canvas of the lessons that we need to learn from 

the Holocaust.  In the afternoon, we heard the testimony of 

Mr Frank. He gave a moving and very candid account of his 

time as a child in the concentration camp of Theresienstadt, 

in the then Czechoslovakia and his arrival to England as a 

refugee thanks to the RAF. It is hard to put into words the 

value of such a testimony. Suffice to say, it made a real 

impression on them and they really valued this special 

opportunity to learn some profound truths about suffering, 

reconciliation, resilience, and faith. 
  

Mrs Mead, Acting Subject Leader – RE    



 

Science News 
 

 

Stfc Schools’ Science Prize 
Year 9 pupils, Dilys Cornford and Christian Whiteley, were joined by Year 8 
pupils, Nuala O’Rourke and Nuala Andrews, as they travelled to Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratories in Oxford to make their AV presentations on ‘Why I 
Love Science’ the stfc Schools’ Science Prize. RAL scientists, engineers and 
other competitors congratulated all the finalists on reaching that stage of 
the competition and the Year 9 pupils returned with covetable 
commemorative umbrellas with a star map printed inside. Each Year 9 
Astronomy pupil who submitted an entry received a certificate from RAL for 
taking part.  
 

 
ESERO UK CanSat Competition 2017  
The construction and testing stage of the process has started and the CanSat team have 
been testing their parachute shapes by dropping a dummy load of approximate mass, 
from the top of B block. Of the 3 parachute shapes tested, Will Carey reported that the 
circular shape was the most effective as it reduced the speed of descent most quickly 
when released; will be taken forward as the chosen design. 
 

StAR Club 
With LED Christmas trees completed, StAR Club has a small group of pupils (and Miss Crawley!) 
who are learning all about the Amateur Foundation Licence and hope to take their licence exams 
before the Summer. Other members of the team have been continuing with the construction of 
our own radio transmitter and receiver and the making of ‘banana pianos’. New members always 
welcome, from any year group, for electronics and making fun ! 

 
F1 in Schools STEM Competition 
Mr Lahache and the F1 in Schools team will be attending the regional heats of this 
STEM Competition in February.  The team is made up from Year 8 and 9 boys who 
are budding engineers of the future and have been meeting regularly to consider their own design for this 
competition. There are two teams: Disciples of Speed featuring, Ben Fairhurst, Jack Massey, Damien Rolfe, Leon 
Ercegovic and Isaac Wood and the Speed Demons featuring, Alex Simpson, Austin Abraham, Bryston Wilkins, Daniel 
Guldemond, Jensen Joy and Vanz Labitad. We wish them luck! 
 

Year 7 Young Investigators 
This lunchtime club for hands-on science for Year 7s is still going strong with 20 pupils regularly attending. They will 
receive their CREST Awards for attendance and enthusiasm in an assembly later this term. 
 



 
BBC Stargazing Live 
A minibus full of keen young astronomers visited the University of Sussex for a ‘Stargazing’ evening. The weather 
was perfect with beautiful clear skies for some actual observing and the evening was filled with astronomy related 
fun activities. The highlight of the evening was a ‘Magical Alphabet Songbook of Science’ with a one-man stage show 
written in the style of a song or dance composition from that letter of the alphabet. The songs were all very witty but 
the musical accompaniment was a little bit hit and miss! The most popular rhythm was the calypso! 
 

RSC Top of the Bench Competition  
A St Richard’s team comprising Avrey Camenforte (Year 11), Alex Field (Year 10) and Dilys Cornford and Carl 
Gonzales (both Year 9) travelled to Ardingley College to take part in the RSC Top of the Bench Regional heats. All of 
the pupils enjoyed the experience reporting that it was an interesting way to draw on previous learning – and they 
all reported that the food was excellent too! 

 

Extra-Curricular Science - Competitions 
 

STEM Slots Trucks Challenge - St Richard’s teams have performed very well in this challenge in recent years – 2 
teams of 4 Year 9 pupils are now required for this year’s challenge! (See Dr Durkin for more details and letters).    
 

Race for the Line - new cross curricular competition for pupils from Years 8 & 9, with science, computing and tech! 
Pupils will have to design and construct a model rocket car and then members of the UK Army will join us for the 
rocket launch, in a local competition. 

 

STEAM – Chocolate Mould Shape Competition – a new challenge competition for Years 7-10 which uses skills from 
science, technology, art and maths. Design the perfect chocolate mould shape and then prove it is the best! Teams 
will have to be creative and technically competent!  Challenge being led by Fab Fizzicists on Monday lunchtimes in 
Lab 4. 
 

STEM: Bright Ideas Competition – a practical challenge for Year 10 pupils to propose a technical solution to one of 
four energy issues facing the planet before 2050. This competition is about linking ideas and innovation from across 
the curriculum – previous successes have included making energy from algae and harvesting grey water to irrigate 
plants. 

Clubs 
Young Investigators: Hands on fun science activities for Year 7 exclusively Fridays 12.45pm in Lab 7 with Mr Lahache. 
Fab Fizzix: Hands-on physics based fun organised by Year 10 DofE pupils for Year 8s. NOW – Includes competitions! 
12.45pm in Lab 4 with Dr Durkin. 
StAR Club: St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club open to anyone wishing to take an amateur radio Foundation licence or 
to continue to achieve an Intermediate licence. From January on Thursdays 3.30-4.30pm in Lab 4 with HERC. NOW – 
also includes electronics ‘making’ with ‘building a radio’ and banana piano! 
 

Forthcoming Science Trips (see Science upstairs notice board or Dr Durkin)  
***** IoP Public Lectures *****                                  Tuesday 21st February 2017   
‘Nuclear Physics: Why study what we can’t see?’ - letters from Dr Durkin  
 

***** Sussex Universe Lectures *****                                  Thursday 9th February 2017 
‘The Monster’s Fiery Breath: Black Holes & Galaxy Formation’ - letters from Dr Durkin 
 

 ***** Space Camp UK *****    Easter 2017 
A residential trip for Lower School pupils with a day at National Space Centre, rollerskating and a day at Duxford Air 
Museum -  letters available now, first come, first served! 
 

*****  Western Wanderings ***** 10th -12th April 2017 
A residential cross-curricular trip to the West country for upper school pupils. Stay in a Georgian mansion in Bath 
with excursions to the world famous Stonehenge, vist the Herschell Museum and explore the Jane Austen centre in 
addition to exploring the Roman baths themselves.  – letters available from Mrs Avery or Dr Durkin. 



 

PE Department News 

DANCE 

The Advent Service, at the end of last term, with the theme of 

Refugees, was both meaningful and reflective. The message 

was thought provoking, set in the jungle in Calais. The Dance 

Company set the scene in the jungle before dancing a 

haunting lyrical piece to ‘God 

Help the Outcast’ danced 

beautifully by the senior 

team. The junior team 

presented ‘We are the 

reason’ and for many this 

was the first time they had 

performed in front of an 

audience. The dancers ended 

the Service with ‘Mary’s Boy 

Child’ and ‘Cowboy Carol.’ 
 

Time to Dance: We are 

preparing for our annual 

performance at the ‘Time to Dance’ festival at the 

White Rock Theatre on Wednesday, 8th February 

(tickets are available from the White Rock booking 

office). This year we will be performing three pieces with the theme being, ‘A long, long 

time ago.’ The first piece will be performed by KS3 pupils and is entitled ‘Flames of Fire.’ 

The second piece will be performed by KS4 pupils and is entitled, ‘Suffrage.’ The Boys’ 

Dance Company will be performing at the event for the first time with their piece ‘NYC 

Wind back.’ Good luck to all involved.  
 

Holocaust Memorial Day Service: On Saturday, 28th 

January the Performing Arts team were invited to 

perform at the Holocaust Memorial Day Service at St 

Mary-in-the-Castle, Hastings. The Dance Company 

accompanied by the choir performed, ‘Dance with me to 

the end of time.’ This song explores the idea that in 

certain death camps, a string quartet was pressed into 

performance while horror was going on around them. 

The string quartet would be playing while prisoners were 

led to their death. A duet by Millie White and Jack Eaton 

portrayed a love between a musician and his love and how he felt such huge guilt as he 

was saved from death because he was a musician. This was accompanied by the Senior 

Dance Company.  
 

Great Big Dance Off: Congratulations to the senior team who have reached the Southern 

Regional Finals for the fourth year in a row. This is a national competition that is open to 

all schools in England and Wales. They will perform their piece ‘Suffrage’ on Monday, 

13th March in Folkestone at The Leas Cliff Hall. (Further details to follow). 
  

 

Mrs Knight, Dance Teacher  

Dance Company Rehearsals and Clubs  

Monday 3.15-4.15pm Dance Company 

Tuesday 3.15-4.15pm Dance Company 

Wednesday 3.15-4.15pm Dance Company 

4.15-4.45pm Cheerleading Club (lower school) 

Thursday 3.15-4.00pm Year 7 Dance 

Friday   3.15-4.15pm Boys’ Dance Company 



 

Blackpool Dance Competition: Congratulations to Talia Knight-

Farman and Maisie Edwards, who after winning the Junior Modern 

and Senior Modern respectively at the Southern Region Dance 

Championship at the Epsom dance festival last summer, were invited 

to perform at Blackpool in a Champion vs Champion event with 

regional winners from around the country! They both travelled to 

Blackpool on Sunday, 22nd January to represent the Southern region 

in Modern dance and they also enjoyed a ride in a helicopter on the 

way. Dougie Squires adjudicated, who told them, 'they'd made his 

job really hard' and they we lucky to meet Jennifer Ellison and her pupils from Dance 

Mums UK, so they had a really wonderful weekend full of amazing experiences!  
 

PE NEWS 

Girls’ Football County Cup Results 

U16 (Year 10&11) beat Felpham College from Bognor Regis in the quarter final of the 

County Cup on 17th January, 5-2. This was an excellent team performance and takes us 

in to the semi-final where we will play Millais School from Horsham. This is the second 

year in a row that St Richard's have reached the semi-final in the County Cup. Well done 

to all involved! 
 

The team were: Serena Coyle, Fleur Durrant, Gabriele Mercado, Lillie McSweeney, Chloe 

Wheeler, Izzy Corbin, Poppy Derhun, Chantelle Fullam, Ma Shaina Mallorca, Mikaela 

Rodriguez, Reinah Ruiz and Olivia White. 
 

Hastings Area Basketball – Boys’ League Results 

Year 8 v Claverham. Won 42-18. 

Year 10 v Claverham. Won 37-32. 

Year 7 v Claverham. Won 54-8. 

Year 9 v Rye. Won 42-8. 

Year 8 v Robertsbridge. Won 44-14. 

Year 11 v Bexhill Academy. Won 39-15. 
 

Sussex Schools Cross Country 

Well done to all runners at the county event. A special mention to Noah Canby who 

finished 8th in the Intermediate Boys Race and Erika Body who finished 7th in the Junior 

Girls’ Race. Both will represent Sussex Schools in February at the SE Inter Counties 

Championships. 
 

Hastings Area Schools Indoor Sports Hall Athletics 

Well done to all those who competed for the college in the ‘Nine Schools Event.’ Both the 

boys and girls teams finished as runners up. 
 

 

P.E. DEPARTMENT CLUBS/PRACTICES (FEB - MARCH 2017) 

 

  

 Boys Girls 

MONDAY BADMINTON (WG) BADMINTON (WG) 

TUESDAY  BASKETBALL Year 7 & 8 (TL/KE) 

WEDNESDAY 
 RUGBY Year 7 – 11 (JGB) 

BASKETBALL Year 7 & 8 (MFE) 
FOOTBALL Year 7-11 (KE) 

 

THURSDAY BASKETBALL Year 9, 10 & 11 (MFE) FIXTURES 

FRIDAY FOOTBALL Year 7-11 (RV/JGB) BASKETBALL Year 9-11 (TL) 



 

St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2016/2017 (as at February 2017) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided. 
 

Terms 3 and 4 
Year 9 Curriculum Evening    Thursday, 9th February (7.00pm) 
Last Day of Term Three    Friday, 10th February  
End of Term Holidays     Saturday, 11th February to Sunday, 19th February 
First Day of Term Four for pupils & staff  Monday, 20th February 
PTFA Year 7 & 8 Disco     Friday, 3rd March (7.00-9.00pm) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)   Wednesday, 8th March (9.15am) 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 9th March (5.00-8.00pm) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)   Thursday, 16th March (6.15pm) 
Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 23rd March (5.00-8.00pm) 
Last Day of Term Four    Friday, 31st March  
Easter Holidays      Saturday, 1st April to Monday, 17th April 
 

Term 5 and 6 
First Day of Term Five    Tuesday, 18th April  
School closed to pupils    Friday, 28th April 
Bank Holiday (school closed)   Monday, 1st May 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)   Wednesday, 3rd May (9.15am) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)   Thursday, 4th May (6.15pm) 
GCSE exams start     Monday, 15th May 
Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 18th May (5.00-8.00pm) 
Last Day of Term Five    Friday, 26th May 
End of Term Holidays     Saturday, 27th May to Sunday, 4th June 
First Day of Term Six    Monday, 5th June 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)   Wednesday, 14th June (9.15am) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)   Thursday, 15th June (6.15pm) 
Summer Fayre      Saturday, 17th June (11.00am-2.00pm) 
Inset Day (school closed for pupils)  Monday, 26th June 
Year 10 Work Experience Week   Week commencing Monday, 26th June 
Block Day      Tuesday, 4th July  
Confirmation Mass (Bexhill)    Saturday, 8th July (11.30am) 
Confirmation Mass (St Leonards)   Saturday, 8th July (3.00pm) 
Confirmation Mass (Our Lady of Ransom)  Saturday, 15th July 
Sports Day      Wednesday, 12th July 
Last Day of Term Six    Friday, 21st July 
 

Newsletter Acknowledgement 
Don’t forget to sign the newsletter acknowledgement no. 4 located in your son/daughter’s journal. 

 

Newsletter 
 

From February 2017, our newsletter is now published online in the penultimate week of each 

term. All pupils in a family need to have a signature from a parent/carer to indicate 

that the newsletter has been received and hopefully read. The acknowledgement is in 

the journal. It is important that this is signed within a week of publication, particularly 

when we have a planned half-day closure.  
 

If you would prefer to continue to receive a paper copy then please email your details 

to Mrs Klein (mrskleink@strichardscc.com) who will ensure this occurs. Any concerns 

about the new arrangements should also be emailed to her. 

 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

