
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

13th January 2017 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

This year we are offering pupils in Year 7 the chance to take part in the John Muir Award. This letter explains 
what involvement in the Award means.  
 

The Award was established in 1997 by the John Muir Trust, which was formed to safeguard and conserve 
wild places in the UK. John Muir, a Scot and one of the earliest ecologists/conservationists, was inspirational 
in the establishment of the famous American Yellowstone National Park in 1872. Since then, 6555 protected 
areas have been established around the world covering 12% of the planet’s surface. 
 

The Award aims to encourage people to connect with, enjoy and develop a sense of care for the natural 
environment. It is nationally recognised and attempts to meet this aim by challenging participants to:  

 Discover a wild place 
 Explore a wild place 
 Conserve a wild place 
 Share the experiences gained during these activities 
 

During the Award participants will be encouraged to keep a diary of their experiences. 
 

At St Richard’s we will be completing the Award in two parts. To begin with pupils will spend one double 
lesson each week, for a period of about 8 weeks, visiting the local beach and engaging in a variety of 
activities that will enable them to discover, explore and conserve. We will be partnering with the Marine 
Conservation Society as part of the conservation work and discovery sections. During term 6, we will be 
running a full day of activities in the woodlands at the Ashburnham Estate in order to offer an experience of a 
different type of wild place. More details on this to follow nearer the time. 
  

As we will be leaving the school premises for the beach trips, often working in changeable weather 
conditions, it is important that suitable clothing is brought to school on the days these sessions run. Your 
son/daughter will be visiting the beach on Fridays period 3+4. Please check the weather for this day and 
choose clothing accordingly, if there is a chance of rain a waterproof jacket is essential and it is 
often very breezy so extra layers may be required. Due to the nature of the activities I would recommend 
only old trainers be worn and no open toed footwear. 
 

We ran the Award with most of Year 7 last year and it was a great success. Feedback from pupils was very 
positive and we are really excited to now be able to offer this to the whole year group. If you are happy for 
your son/daughter to participate please complete the consent form below and return to me by Wednesday, 
18th January. If you have any questions or concerns please contact me by email: 
mrharwoodd@strichardscc.com 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Harwood (JMA & DofE Coordinator) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
John Muir Award 2016/17 - Please complete and return to Mr Harwood by Wednesday, 18th January  
 

Pupil’s Name: ………………………………………………………………  Form: …………………………………. 
 

I give consent for my son/daughter to take part in all activities that form part of the John Muir Award at St 
Richard’s Catholic College.  
 

Relevant medical information: ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Emergency contact details: ……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

Signed: ……………………………………….................... (Parent/Carer)  Date: ……………………………………         
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