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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I am pleased to report on another successful, productive term with plenty of learning evident inside and outside of the 
classroom. Can I take this opportunity to thank all parents/carers and pupils who have been very patient during the 
train strikes. On behalf of Southern Rail, can I apologise to you for the inconvenience caused and also thank you for 
ensuring that your son/daughter has not allowed the strike to affect their education.  
 

As well as studying hard in the classroom, many pupils have engaged in extra-curricular activities which are always a 
pleasure to witness. Daily sports clubs have been popular as well as Dance Club; our DofE pupils have had a successful 
practice expedition; visits to the University for Art workshops and physics talks have taken place; a five day trip to 
Barcelona; a long weekend in Aachen at the Christmas Markets; CAT camp and a Whitstable retreat; a maths show in 
London and theatre visits; school performances including the Shakespeare Schools Festival; booster and revision 
classes and a range of science events, including the opportunity for Dr Durkin and a group of pupils to meet Tim Peake 
in the flesh! 
 

The annual visit to the Eastbourne Proms was once again a great success with the choir, orchestra and dancers 
excelling themselves with an outstanding performance which was enjoyed by all present. My thanks to the pupils (over 
100), Mrs Byrne, Mr Roadknight and Mrs Knight for inspiring the pupils to sing, play and dance so well. I was extremely 
proud of them all. In the same week, our annual Certificate and Prize Evening took place with the choir entertaining 
everyone and former Head Boy, Kajtek Skowronski, returning as our guest speaker. Kajtek chose the theme of Faith, 
Fun and Friendship inspiring young and old to achieve their dreams, be proud of their faith and value their friendships. 
As well as celebrating the achievements of our former pupils and their record-breaking GCSE results for progress, I was 
delighted that over sixty current pupils received prizes based on achievement, service or commitment in the academic 
year 2015-16. Well done to Head Boy, Ethan Macdonald and Head Girl, Serena Coyle for their inspiring speeches too. 
The response to the Love in Box Appeal was once again a great success with 434 boxes collected and £1278 donated to 
the Mustard Seed charity. I hope the pupils’ usual generosity will be demonstrated in our appeal for Surviving 
Christmas this year. 
 

This week, it was an absolute pleasure to see the choir singing at Westminster Cathedral. Their rendition of ‘Carol of 
the Bells’ and ‘Candlelight Carol’ was professional, inspiring and uplifting. Congratulations to them, Mrs Byrne and Mr 
Roadknight. You will have an opportunity to hear some of them sing at the Advent Service on Monday. 
 

At the end of term, we say farewell to Mr O’Brien INA and Ms Westwood, Literacy Co-ordinator. We wish them well in 
their new roles and thank them for their contributions to school life. I would also like to thank Mrs Williams (Finance 
Officer) for her dedicated service over the past 16 years. We are indebted to her for her calm, meticulous approach 
and outstanding support and service to all. We wish her well in her travels in the first instance. Finally, I would like to 
pay tribute to Father David Parmiter who has been asked by the Bishop to lead a Parish in Surrey. This is very sad news 
for the school community, particularly following on so closely after the untimely death of Father Seamus Stapleton 
RIP. Father David has been an inspirational spiritual leader, strengthening liturgy across the school and sharing his 
wisdom on the Governing Body as Vice-Chair. He will be greatly missed. 
 

Good luck to those pupils and staff off on the ski trip today and to all leading the Advent Service on Monday, 19th 
December at 7.00pm. The theme this year is ‘Jesus was a refugee.’ 
 

Finally, on behalf of the Governors, staff and pupils I would like to wish you and your families a very happy, peaceful 
and restful Christmas and a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. Term three begins for pupils on Tuesday, 3rd 
January 2017, when all pupils should return looking smart, refreshed and ready to pursue the opportunities and 
challenges of the new term and New Year. 
 

Happy Christmas. 
 

 



 

 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 
 

Merry Christmas from all the Year Seven Team! Term two has certainly been busy and rewarding 

for us all at college. I am once again delighted to report to parents/carers that the year group as 

a whole is becoming one of the best groups of young people I have worked with at St Richard’s. 

A key theme within assemblies has been to focus on Pope Francis’ messages on ‘The Year of 

Mercy’. Pupils have had time to reflect upon their own lives and making a difference to others. 

Importantly, we have tried to find time to talk to God, to ask forgiveness and allow us to receive 

God’s mercy.  
 

Charity Work: The idea of making a difference to others has always been a corner stone of our 

college and Year Seven have traditionally been strong in this area. Our charitable work has been 

fantastic this term. I pledged £1000 to ‘The Chestnut Tree House’ children’s hospice this year 

believing that over the course of the year we would raise the money. Thanks to your kind support 

we have nearly reached that total already and I am confident that when all sponsorship money 

for the Reindeer Run is collected we will have surpassed the original target. Thank you once 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
 

The Prize Evening was once again a splendid occasion celebrating 

the achievements of the pupils in the last academic year; it made me 

very proud of all of them. The speaker, former Head Boy, Kajtek 

Skowronski, gave an inspirational message to us all, about the 

importance of faith and friendship in our lives. Through Miss Cronin’s 

report we celebrated the academic results achieved, and the 

extensive list of activities such as sporting achievements, charitable 

fundraising and music/dance events, and the most memorable event 

of 2016: the pupils talking to Tim Peake in space.  
 

As we approach Christmas, as well as celebrating with your friends 

and families, please remember those less fortunate in your prayers as 

well as those who have lost loved ones during the year. 
 

May I take this opportunity to warmly invite you all to the Advent 

Service held in school on Monday, 19th December at 7.00pm. 
 

May I wish you all a very restful, peaceful and happy Christmas. 
 

With my prayers and good wishes. 
 

Keith Osborne, Chair of Governors 
 



 

again! The Reindeer Run was an absolute success with just over half the year group trooping 

around the field with flashing red noses and reindeer antlers bobbing up and down. The pupils 

were joined briefly by Father Christmas, but alas one too many mince pies prevented him from 

keeping up with the reindeers’ pace! The Fancy Dress Disco, the following day, was brilliant and 

the costumes were inspiring. For all those who made a big effort, well done! I would like to give a 

special mention to our Brussels Sprout, Huge Christmas present, homemade Christmas tree and 

sleigh. When we return after Christmas I will discuss with the form Captains the next social event.  
 

Feedback from Parents’ Evening: Thank you to all parents who completed the feedback sheet at 

the Parent Consultation evening. Your thoughts and feedback are always welcomed and are 

used to move the college forward. I have detailed responses to the majority of questions. If you do 

have a specific question that still needs answering please contact me directly.  
 

Parents were asked how well their child has settled into life at St Richard’s. 73% of parents replied 

‘very well’ and 26% replying ‘well’. The majority of comments relating to what pleased you most 

about the transition programme were visits to primary schools; pupils visiting St Richard’s and 

opportunities for parents to engage in the process. Parents commented upon the time taken to 

complete homework by their child. I would urge all parents to keep an eye on how long their child 

takes and if they are spending too much time on a piece of homework to make contact with their 

teachers. A simple way is to record in their exercise book or journal so the teacher can see how 

much they can do in the allotted time. Each piece of homework should take no more than 30 

minutes to complete.  

The feedback regarding safety and happiness in college is really important to us. 91% of parents 

indicated they feel their child is always safe and happy and 8% stating ‘sometimes’. One parent 

indicated ‘no’ and I would urge all parents that stated ‘sometimes’ or ‘no’ to contact me so we 

can work together to support your child.  

Other issues discussed within the questionnaire related to school dinners, Show My Homework, 

bullying and behaviour. I can assure all parents that the canteen never runs out of food, but the 

choices decrease if they are last to eat. This decrease in choice is usually a lack of pizza rather 

than the main meal! Show My Homework is still evolving in the college, but if homework is set on 

the wrong day please contact me or the subject teacher setting it. This should not happen. Sadly, 

a couple of parents have highlighted incidents of unkindness, but I am pleased to note that the 

college are aware of the issues and are working together to solve them. Finally, parents indicated 

whether or not their child attends extra-curricular clubs. It is great to note so many taking part in 

college life outside the classroom. I will be compiling a list of clubs for Term 3 to distribute. 
 

PSHEe: Year Seven will be exploring the following themes in Term 3: Internet Safety - 'Be the 

change: unite for a better internet', peer pressure, British Values and Form Services. One form will 

be completing the SRE programme, which the rest of the year group completed in Term 2. Please 

do not hesitate to contact me regarding any element of the programme. 
 

Please remember that we are always happy for you to contact the college to discuss your child’s 

progress. I hope you have a wonderful Christmas.   
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 
 

Year 8 pupils continue to work hard in classes, participate in after-school clubs and learn more 

about themselves both socially and spiritually. It has been a very quick term and it’s hard to 

believe that we are already deep into Advent. 
 

Charity work: We recently had a talk from a representative from Demelza, ‘Hospice Care for 

Children’. 8O and Mr Curtis immediately took action and raised £78.28 for the charity by selling 

doughnuts at lunchtime. Not to be out done by a fellow scientist, 8I and Mr Lahache also raised 

money for Demelza and donated £73.14 via a cake sale. I am also very proud to say that Year 8 

managed to contribute significantly towards the ‘Love in a Box’ presents for children in Eastern 

Europe. The highest individual form was 8U with Mr Fegan, who created 27 boxes. I must extend a 

thank you to the respective parents and carers who inevitably support these acts and also to the 

tutors in Year 8 who gave generously in many ways. All forms are currently completing the ‘Bexhill 

Foodbank’ 2016 Advent Food Box. This involves each pupil bringing in one item of food from a list 
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of 24. Hopefully we will end up with 8 food parcels which will certainly make a difference to 

several families at Christmas. May I thank you for your support.  

It may seem a little early, but I thought I’d mention that Year 8 will be supporting ‘Brain Tumour 

Research’ by wearing a hat and donating £1 on Friday, 31st March. There will be various prizes on 

the day for a variety of categories of hats. Please have a look at www.braintumourresearch.org/ 

wearahatday to find out more and get some hat ideas.    
 

PSHEe: Learning activities continued in term 2 with work on ‘Positive Friendships and Anti-Bullying’.  

During November, the national ‘Anti-Bullying Week’ was firstly marked with an assembly which 

encouraged the Year 8 pupils to be a ‘Power for Good’. #PowerforGood #AntiBullyingWeek  

www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk. In term 3, some groups will be moving on to work involving 

‘Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco Education’.  Term 3 will also see the start of visits from the East Sussex 

Fire and Rescue Service, who will visit all forms by the end of term 4. 
 

Be the Best You Can Be: Credits were collected in term 1 and 

every 5 were swapped for a raffle ticket. Pupils then had to 

wait and see if they could win one of the eight £5 Love2Shop 

vouchers at the first assembly in term 2. You can see the lucky 

winners were happy with their reward. The raffle will happen 

termly, so please encourage pupils to earn credits. Term 2 saw 

the first presentation of the ‘Be The Best You Can Be’ cup, for 

term 1. This went to form 8L and Mrs Dunster. It will be 

interesting to see which form can wrestle the cup from 8L by 

the end of term 2.  
 

Liturgy: On Tuesday, 15th November, 8L and Miss Dunster celebrated their form Mass with a theme 

of ‘All God’s Creatures’. They put together some lovely reflections about their pets (including a 

film!) and found some lovely bible passages about respecting animals and how animals are part 

of our planet and our environment. Deacon Eugene was very impressed! In addition, 8O and Mr 

Curtis celebrated their form Mass on ‘Friendship’ on Tuesday, 29th November with Father Gerard.  

Next term will see 8U and Mr Fegan celebrate their Mass on 24th January. 
 

Trips & Extra-curricular: A word from Miss Auzinger, form tutor of 8H and German teacher. “A trip to 

the famous Christmas markets in the German town of Aachen gave 22 Year 8 pupils the ideal 

opportunity to get into the festive spirit! Pupils were able to buy traditional Christmas gifts and try 

different German foods on offer like ‘Bratwurst’ and ‘Flammkuchen’. The highlight for many was 

the ice skating on the second day and a visit to the Lindt chocolate factory shop. The trip was a 

really enjoyable and valuable experience from the point of view of both language practice and 

the cultural and personal experience that can be gained from taking part in a visit like this one.” 

Finally, 16 Year 8 pupils performed at the Shakespeare Schools Festival at the White Rock Theatre’ 

on Tuesday, 15th November. Mrs Dunster was very proud of their performance of ‘King Lear’ and 

we are looking forward to seeing an excerpt from it at assembly soon. 
 

Mr Carradine, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

Rewards and Prizes: Throughout terms 1 and 2, pupils have collected ‘Prize Points’, attendance 

points and behaviour points. The form with the highest score from term 1 and winners of the Year 9 

Achievement Cup was 9L. Each term, 10 individuals will be picked out for their exceptional 

attitude effort and work ethic. Winners of the Term 1 Star pupil award are; Aaron Davis, Tanya 

Marks-Farquhar, Nuala Eley, Gabby Vine, Ana Romero, Furey Bollington, Isabella Gibbons, Mario 

Espiritu, Trinity Funnell and Joe McCue. Well done and keep up the hard work! 
 

PSHEe: Year 9 have been focussing on some crucial topics in PSHEe this term looking at 

relationships and emotional health. Pupils will be continuing with work on body image and moving 

on to economic well-being towards the end of next term.  
 

Assemblies: Year 9 have been lucky enough to have 3 very informative assemblies performed by 

their peers in term 2 on the topics of World Aids Day 9I, Black History Month 9H and Remembrance 

Day 9S. “Our assembly had a range of readings drama and music, all themed around 
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Remembrance Day. It was informative and fun to put together and share with the year group.” 

Sinnead Singson 9S 
 

Form Services: “The 9O form service this term was on the theme of giving thanks. Entitled 

‘Thanksgiving’ we remembered an important feast day for Saint Cecilia. We included the fact she 

is the Patron Saint of Music and died for her faith in God. As St Cecila is the Patron Saint of Music, 

music was an important part of our service with Oskar and Alex playing guitar accompanied by 

Mr Roadknight on the keyboard. We discussed St Cecila’s history during our slideshow and had 

readers to participate too. During the service we all contributed to a presentation on what we 

give thanks for.  A slideshow was produced by Amber and Juliata in which we showed how each 

member of our form is valued. A form reflection of former friends who had left from our form was 

also included in the service. Photos were also taken during the service to be put towards our form 

biography. Overall, our service was peaceful and a great success allowing time to reflect on what 

we give thanks for and how important these things are in our lives. Everyone had a part to play 

and was equally involved in the service.” Dominic Sharp, 9O Liturgy Rep. 
 

Extra-Curricular activities: There are plenty of extra-curricular clubs and activities for Year 9 pupils 

to get involved in at breaktime, lunchtime and after school. Please encourage your child to 

attend at least one club per term. A reminder that Prep Club and Prep Club Plus run every week 

Monday to Thursday to further support pupils with their homework. 
 

Fundraising/social events: Love in a Box - huge 

congratulations to Year 9 for collecting the largest amount 

of ‘Love in a Box’ this year, with special mention to Miss 

Neilan and 9S who collected 28 boxes. The Year 9 charity 

calendar is now complete. What great fun both pupils and 

staff had in getting their pictures taken! The first copies are 

available for sale. If you would like a copy please return the 

reply slip on the letter sent home or purchase one at the 

Advent Service or Year 9 Parents’ evening. Calendars will 

be on sale until Thursday, 19th January while stocks last! The 

Foodbank Advent appeal is encouraging many forms to put together hampers for the Bexhill 

Foodbank. Forms are collecting one item of food from each form member to be distributed by 

the Foodbank over Christmas. 
 

Pantomime Trip: The Pantomime trip to see Peter Pan at the White Rock Theatre takes place on 

Wednesday, 21st December. Pupils going on the trip have received a letter with all of the relevant 

information. 
 

Dates for your diary: Advent Service - Monday, 19th December at 7pm; Year 9 Parents’ Evening – 

Thursday, 19th January 5pm-8pm and Year 9 Curriculum Evening – Thursday, 9th February at 7pm. 
 

Many thanks in anticipation for your continued support. I wish you an enjoyable, peaceful 

Christmas. 
 

Mr Campbell, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrcampbellj@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

I am pleased to report that term 2 has been successful for the vast majority of Year 10 pupils. A 

pupil profile was sent home with the pupils at the end of last term, indicating your son/daughter’s 

progress in all subjects so far this academic year. If you have any concerns, however slight, about 

a particular subject please do not hesitate to get in contact with the teacher concerned. Any 

worries or issues over general progress or any pastoral matter please get in contact with me or 

your son/daughter’s form tutor. Please remember, we are here to help and want to work as 

closely with you as possible to ensure your child is happy and fulfils his/her potential.  
 

PSHEe: Penny Beale is continuing to visit each form to highlight and discuss the sensitive theme of 

domestic abuse. Over the next two terms, pupils will work on units related to careers, preparing for 

work experience and emotional resilience and well-being.  
 

YEAR 10 MASS: Thank you to those pupils who contributed to our recent Year 10 Mass, particularly 

the Liturgy Reps. Our theme was St Cecilia, Patron Saint of Music, which linked to using our 
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individual talents to create a beautiful community ethos. A big thank you to Fr Barry for leading us 

in a reflective and prayerful Mass.  
 

FORM FUNDRAISING: Congratulations to 10I who raised £80 for Demelza House by carrying out 

cake sales. Thank you to Sophie Dell for organising this. 
 

GLYNE GAP CHRISTMAS PARTY: On Monday, 12th December, a group of Year 10 pupils upheld the 

long-standing tradition with Glyne Gap school, of putting on a Christmas party for the children.  
 

Have a wonderful holiday and a reminder to all pupils to return smart, positive and ready to tackle 

the challenges of the New Year! With warmest wishes to all Year 10 pupils and their families for a 

happy, peaceful and joyous Christmas.  
 

Miss Easton, Pastoral Leader Year 10 (misseastonk@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

I was very pleased with the conduct of the Year 11 pupils during the exam period. In fact, our 

invigilators couldn’t praise them highly enough. The vast majority have appeared prepared, 

focussed and, best of all, calm. I am sure you will share our pride in them. Hopefully this translates 

into positive results for the young people and for those where it was not successful then a plan of 

intervention will be put in place. Parents of pupils who are currently attending intervention on 

Tuesday to Thursday weekly have been informed via mail in the last 2 weeks. I was delighted to 

hand out over a hundred Certificates of Commendation on 13th December during assembly. This 

is a very positive sign of how Year 11are working so far this year. 
 

Revision Sessions: These were well attended by pupils. We will send out a similar timetable of 

sessions well in advance of the summer exams.  
 

Prefect Applications: There is an opportunity for pupils to re-apply or apply for the first time to be 

prefects. I have spoken to the year group as a whole and to many individuals who are interested 

in taking a leadership role within the school. Please try to encourage your son/daughter to apply. 

I have placed the application form on Show My Homework and look forward to adding to the 

prefect cohort next term. 
 

Praise for current Prefects: I am very pleased with the efforts made by the current Senior prefects 

and prefect team. I would like to thank Emilie-Jayne Ralph and Emma Van Zutphen for their 

continued support in weekly assemblies. I would also like to thank Luca Wells, Chesly Sunny, 

Megan and Amy Tattersall for their reading in assemblies. In organising the prefect rota the help of 

Dawid Opalka, Serena Coyle and Danny Willis has been invaluable. On Wednesday, 7th 

December prefect training was cancelled due the train strike and has been postponed until next 

term when it will be combined with a meal at a local fish and chip restaurant. 
 

College Applications: I know many pupils have submitted applications already to colleges outside 

of Bexhill, Sussex Downs and Sussex Coast - applications for these colleges should now all be done 

over the Christmas holidays. Tutors will have finished writing references and pupils have received a 

lot of support and guidance in their PSHEe lessons. Many pupils have been attending afterschool 

and lunchtime help sessions to get their applications done. I would urge all parents to ensure that 

their son/daughter has completed their online UCAS application by the New Year.  
 

PSHEe: This term we had a PSHEe presentation on driving safely. This was a fantastic production 

and a deeply emotional and reflective piece of theatre on the importance of keeping yourself 

and others safe. Next term, we will look at managing anxiety and physical and emotional well-

being. As always, if any parent wishes to discuss the content of our relationships programme or 

wishes to withdraw their son/daughter from SRE (relationships education), please contact me at 

the school before the end of term. 
 

Contact: I will continue to make contact with parents/carers through regular emails. If for any 

reason you are not receiving emails from the school, please do contact Mrs Klein to be added to 

the list (mrskleink@strichardscc.com) 
 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of Year 11 and their families a wonderful, 

peaceful and restful Christmas. With every best wish for the coming year. 
 

Mr Doherty, Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 
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Parents/Carers of Year 11  
Important Date for your diary – Thursday, 26th January 6.00pm in St Richard’s hall 

 

HOW TO BEST SUPPORT MY CHILD IN THEIR GCSEs 
As you know this is an incredibly important time for your son/daughter. As we approach 2017 and the 
GCSE examinations we are aware of the importance of supporting our Year 11 pupils as much as possible 
with revision skills and exam technique. 
 

As part of this, we have organised a special day to be held for the pupils on Thursday, 26th January to 
look at how they can get the very best out of their revision. Following on from excellent feedback from 
parents’ and pupils’ evaluation forms following the event last year, we have booked again this year, a highly 
recommended education consultant, Michele Miller, who organises workshops in this field, to lead this day. 
 

Parents have an incredibly significant part to play in supporting their child in getting the best results 
possible; we are aware though that this can cause anxieties and stress at home as you negotiate the best 
way of doing this whilst maintaining positive relationships.   
 

Mrs Miller will be running a parent information evening that same night at 6pm to help guide parents 
through the process of how best to support their child in the run up to exams. I cannot emphasise highly 
enough the importance of attending this. The evening session is for parents/carers only and there will be 
refreshments. If you are unable to attend yourself it is absolutely fine for a grandparent or other family 
member to attend on your behalf. The pupils will have experienced sessions throughout the day on how to 
get the most out of revision and how to improve exam technique. During this evening the different revision 
guides/resources for all of the subjects will be on display. 
 

We will be making this evening as informative and helpful as possible. A letter with further details will go out 
in the New Year but for now please book the date in your diaries/calendars. 
 

Mrs Bligh, Vice Principal 

Did you know you can find useful school information on the 

school website and Show My Homework? 
 

 
 

The following useful pages can be found under the drop down menus and are regularly updated. 
 

About  ‘Staff List’ – a list of all staff and their email addresses. 
 

School Life ‘Term Dates’ – including INSET days and days the school is closed. 

‘Key Dates’ – a list of useful dates for your diary for this academic year. 

‘School Meals’ – the current Chartwells menu and prices can be downloaded here. 

‘Extra-curricular’ – the current clubs list can be viewed and downloaded here. 
 

Parents ‘Pupil Absence’ – download the ‘Withdrawal from Learning Form’ here to request 

time off during term time. 

‘Letter to Parents’ – view and download school letters here. 

‘Newsletters’ – all newsletters can be viewed and downloaded here. 

‘Trip Information’ – view and download letters regarding residential trips. 
 

News: School news can be viewed by clicking on the symbol on the top right of the college 

homepage. This brings up a menu which includes ‘School News’ at the bottom. This menu also has 

links to ‘Show My Homework,’ ‘Online Payments’ (for trips and uniform – please email 

finance@strichardscc.com for your login information if you have not 

already done so) and ‘Parent Pay’ (for school meals).    
 

SHOW MY HOMEWORK 

Show My Homework can also be used to view school announcements 

and events. Click on the ‘Notice board’ link 
 

This will bring up a calendar where you can  

view any announcements and events. 



 

Early Closure on Tuesday, 20th December 
 

There will be an early closure on Tuesday, 20th December when the pupils will be dismissed at 1.15pm.  
Please ensure that you have signed the acknowledgement for newsletter number 3 to give your 
son/daughter permission to leave early. Transport arrangements for pupils using public transport are as 
follows: 
 

As this is a train strike day, a replacement bus service is in operation from Bexhill station. The buses are 
as follows: 
To Hastings departs at 1.35pm and 2.05pm 
To Eastbourne departs at 1.37pm and 2.07pm 
 

The 357 and 359 buses will leave from outside school at 3.20pm as normal.   
 

Hailsham bus (98) departs 1.05pm from Bexhill Station (please note that this bus will not be diverted to 
pick up from Dorset Road). All pupils who catch the 98 bus past Sidley should sign out with Mrs Tye at 
12.50pm and make their way to the station bus stop. Pupils travelling on the 98 bus only as far as Sidley 
should catch the 1.45pm bus from the station. 
 

Poppy Appeal 2016 
£292.56 was collected by the school community this year. The Royal British Legion send their 
thanks. Without your help they would be unable to continue their vital welfare and 

benevolent work. 
 

Mobile Phones 
 

Pupils with permission to bring in a mobile phone must hand it in at Reception at the start of the 
day and collect it at the end of the day. The pupils concerned must not be using the phones 
travelling to or from school. Any phone confiscated will need to be collected by a parent/carer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

REMINDERS 
 

If your son/daughter needs to leave school during the day (for medical appointments/college interviews 
etc.), please write a note in his/her journal giving a short explanation. This can then be shown to the 
teacher whose class your son/daughter needs to leave, and to the Attendance Officer, when your 
son/daughter signs out. 
 

If your son/daughter is going to arrive late to college for any reason, please report this on the Pupil 
Absence line in the normal way, or let the Attendance Officer know in advance, so that we can account for 
your child's whereabouts.  
 

You are also reminded that if a bus or train is delayed or cancelled then your child should catch the next 
available bus/train.  

Adverse Weather 

Should adverse weather occur and there is a possibility that the college may be closed, please check the 
following for information: 

 The college website: www.strichardscc.com. This will give a clear statement about whether the college is 
closed or open. The information will be available by 6.45am. The delay is caused by the need to speak to 
public transport and they will not make a decision on travel until 6.30am. 

 The East Sussex County Council school closure website: 
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm. This information will be 
available before 7.00am. This link also provides parents with the opportunity to subscribe to receive 
automatic RSS news feeds and emails which tell them when the college is closed.  

 Please also listen to local radio: Radio Sussex, Heart or Arrow FM. 

 Finally, there may be somebody available at the college to take calls from 7.00am.   

I would like to point out to you that we will always endeavour to open, however a health and safety risk 
assessment will be the deciding factor if we find ourselves needing to close/close early. 
If the closure is for more than a day then work will be placed on Show My Homework. 
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Congratulations to…  
William Carey has gained his Silver D of E Award. He attends the 
Invicta group at Beulah Baptist Church and will now be starting on 
his Gold Award. 

 
Adam Ward went on the flying day and got to 
go up with a pilot and learn how to fly a Tutor. 
He completed a stall turn and a barrel roll.   
 
Emily Wheeler, 10H, has passed her grade 5 piano exam with 
merit and recently taken her grade 3 flute exam. For her DofE 
voluntary placement Emily has been helping out at the friendship 
circle held on a Saturday morning at the Eastbourne Age Concern 
centre. It's a drop in morning and Emily helps organise activities 
such as quizzes and refreshments, and spends time chatting with 

the clients. She has had positive feedback and has really been enjoying the experience. 
 

George Doswell, Year 7, entered a competition 
for one of the charities that his family support 
called 'Hemihelp.' His design was chosen 
along with 3 other children, and his card is 
being used by the charity as one of their 
Christmas cards.  
 
 

 

 

Careers Information 
 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
An apprenticeship is a job with training which allows individuals to earn while they learn and gain 
nationally recognised qualifications. An apprenticeship enables a young person to enter the job market and 
develop their skills. 
 

With over 250 different types of Apprenticeship covering over 1,400 job roles, Apprenticeships provide a 
route into training in the skills employers want in a variety of industries and sectors, from Nursing to 
Graphic Design, Horticulture to Electric Vehicle Engineering. There are over 100,000 employers offering 
Apprenticeships in the UK. 
 

The National Apprenticeship website: www.apprenticeships.org.uk houses the on-line vacancies system. At 
any time there are up to 15,000 Apprenticeship jobs being advertised on the website. Pupils can search for 
vacancies on this site or they can register to receive alerts informing them of new vacancies that might 
interest them. 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
Just a quick reminder, that all Year 10 pupils must pick 3 possible choices for work experience from the 
database or put in the information of an own placement by Friday, 27th January 2017. This can be accessed 
by entering the following website address:  
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student  
(There is also a link on the school website). Once this has been done we can then start to contact 
employers and place the pupils at a suitable placement, this will work on a first come, first served basis.  
 

If you require any further information on Apprenticeships or Work Experience please contact Mrs Adams. 
 

Mrs C Adams, Careers and Work Experience Coordinator (mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com) 
 

  

http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
https://aspire.eastsussex-brighton.org.uk/wexpupilchoiceslogin.aspx?aspirenetview=student
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com


 

 
 

Spanish News 
Spanish Theatre Company coming to St Richard’s! 
As part of their UK tour, Zaragoza based Firewalk Theatre Company will be performing 
their latest play in Spanish at St Richard’s on January 18th 2017. All pupils of Spanish have 
been sent a letter with information about the play.  We will be joined by pupils from Heathfield Community College 
and Ark Helenswood Academy.  We do hope that all pupils will take this opportunity to see a Spanish play which is 
fun and relevant! 
 

Barcelona Trip: a huge success! 
Last week some of the pupils who went 
on the trip gave an assembly to their peer 
group which included a lovely PowerPoint 
presentation and commentaries on the 
various activities. Well done all of you!  
Read below just some of the comments 
from Year 9 pupils who attended the trip.  
 “I mixed with other friendships groups 
which was 
great as I now 
have even 
more friends” 

Oskar 
 “It was a good social experience and I was 
able to improve my Spanish which has 
helped in the classroom” Joe  
 “I made strong friendships and we got to 
visit lots of interesting places” Erin 
 “It was great to experience Spanish 
culture” Bella 
 “I made lots of new friends ...” Millie 

German News 
Christmas in Germany!  
On 2nd December a group of 35 pupils accompanied by 
Miss Crawley, Mr Saunders, Miss Schwarz and Miss 
Auzinger left St Richard’s to visit the German town of 
Aachen and its famous Christmas market. The trip 
included visits to the various markets, a walk through the 

old town, a Cathedral visit, ice skating and the Lindt 
chocolate factory shop. Everyone had a lovely time and 
returned rather tired from a packed weekend but feeling 

very much in the Christmas spirit. This is what the 
pupils said: 
‘I really enjoyed the German trip, I felt that there 
were a lot of activities and things to do there. The 
chocolate was delicious!’ Max  
‘It was amazing! The sausages were extraordinary!’ 
Adrian  
‘I think that the ice skating was really fun and so 
was being with my friends.’ Arthur   

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 12:45pm until 1:30 pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) MFL NEWS 



 

French News 
French Club 
Mrs Herring would like to thank the Year 9 and 10 pupils who have been involved in planning different French-
themed activities. We hope to see pupils from all years come along and deepen their experience of the French 
culture, as well as practise their language skills. As a starting point, our first film showing of the year took place this 
term with pupils enjoying watching ‘Astérix et les Vikings’ in French.  Watch out for the next planned activity for 
Term 3 which the Year 9 and 10 pupils will be coming around to advertise after Christmas.   
 

Visit to the Opal Coast, Northern France (23rd-25th June 2017) 
We are excited to have started to enrol pupils for a 3-day residential trip to the Opal Coast in June next year.  The 
purpose of the trip is to provide our pupils with a cultural taste of France, as well as giving them the opportunity to 
put into practice the language learnt in school.  The exciting itinerary has been put together to maximise enjoyment 
of the cultural and historical aspects of the area whilst also providing a variety of opportunities to practise the 
French language in a real-life context. Planned activities include: visits to significant historical sites in the region 
related to both World Wars; cultural experiences with visits to a Goat Farm, an escargotière and a bread workshop 
at a traditional bakery, a visit to a local market, a town trail around the historic town of Boulogne and opportunities 
to taste the local cuisine including lunch at a traditional creperie. This trip 
has been offered to Year 9 pupils studying French in the first instance. More 
information to follow in Term 3. 

‘My Chinese Teacher’ Mandarin programme 你好 
The weekly lessons via video-conferencing link with our Chinese teacher, Freddy Guo, in Beijing have continued in 
Term 2. Despite the winter mornings and travel challenges that have arisen, the committed group of pupils from 
Year 8 and 9 have continued to come in early every Monday morning from 8.00am until 8.30am. The first module 
covering introductions has now been completed and we have started the second module learning language related 
to food and drink, as well as traditional dishes.     

Pay Online for School Uniform & Trips 
 

Don't forget you can now pay for school uniform and trips online. Email the Finance Office, 
finance@strichardscc.com for your login information.  

Christmas Factoids: 
 In Cuba and Puerto Rico, Christmas Eve can be very noisy with the sound of the "Parrandas". This tradition 

began in the 18th century when groups of children would go around the towns and villages making noise 
and singing verses, in order to get the people to come to midnight Masses the week before Christmas. The 
idea has persisted over the years and has turned into one big street party on Christmas Eve with the singing 
of Christmas songs and eating and dancing. 

 

 An important French tradition at Christmas time is to display ‘une crèche’ (a nativity scene) somewhere in 
your home. There are also often nativity scenes set up in towns and villages over France which is an 
especially important tradition in Provence. In ‘la crèche’, in addition to the Holy Family, there are also 
figurines of local people representing lots of different professions, for example: le boulanger - the baker, le 
fermier - the farmer. There is also a figurine called le ravi, meaning 'the delighted one', and he always has 
his arms raised to express his delight. 

 

 Did you know that the world’s most famous Christmas carol, “Silent Night” comes from Austria? Called 
“Stille Nacht” in German, this beautiful Christmas carol is now sung and enjoyed around the world in over 
140 languages. In Austria the song may not be played publicly before Christmas Eve, and any commercial 
use of the 180-year-old carol is forbidden.  



 

 
 

Advice on Parental Controls: E-safety 
 

What do parental controls do? These controls are designed to help parents and carers manage their 
child’s online activities. There are various types, some of which are free, but others which can be 
bought. However, nothing is totally fool proof so they do not replace the need for adults to support 
and advise children using the internet. 
 

For detailed guidance on all the different types of control, you can use www.internetmatters.org/ 
parental-controls/interactive-guide. This gives you the chance to set up a personalised list of the 
controls used in your home on all your different devices. There is also advice on how to use all the 
various controls, with videos and step-by-step instructions. 
 

What can controls be used for? Controls can either be for a device like a games console, or for a 
network such as your home broadband. The way to access device controls can vary according to the 
manufacturer. 
 

They can offer varying types of protection, from filtering out adult content from search results to 
preventing your child from buying things when playing games. These settings will apply whether the 
device is being used in your home or outside – but it’s easy for them to be switched off, so talk to your 
child about trust and responsibility, making sure they understand the importance of why you have put 
the settings in place. 
 

Most games consoles come with settings, which can be put in place for either the device itself or the 
games platform. It’s easy to forget that games consoles allow players to connect to the internet and 
talk to people all over the world so setting controls on devices and the platform itself (such as X Box) 
is important. 
 

Broadband and network filters generally come free with your service. These can be used to prevent 
material coming into your home. For example, you could restrict anything with a horror or sexual 
content being accessible via your home broadband. Instructions for accessing these filters can be 
found on the service providers’ websites. 
 

Online controls Search engines such as Google, Yahoo and Bing allow users to filter out certain types 
of search results. This means you can reduce the risk of your child seeing adult content like 
pornography, or set limits on the time they spend online. Look for the cogwheel “settings” symbol 
where you will find the options for each provider. You can also encourage your child to use safer 
search facilities, such as SafeSearch Kids from Google. 
 

Social media and other websites As with search engines, social media and sites like YouTube have 
privacy and security settings. These can prevent your child from being contacted by strangers or from 
seeing inappropriate material. It is important to remember that content filters cannot prevent other 
people from sending offensive or inappropriate messages or comments to your child’s account, so 
controlling who can contact your child is a key step. 
 

Buying controls It is also possible to buy filter programmes. These can be either solely for filtering 
purposes, but some virus protection software also offer filtering options. 
 

What next? Controls are not a single solution to staying safe online; talking to your children and 
encouraging responsible behaviour is critical. However, controls are a vital first step to helping to 
protect your child online, and here seven simple things you can do to use them effectively: 
 

1. Set up home broadband parental controls and make use of controls on your home broadband. 
2. Set controls on your search engine; encourage your child to always use child-friendly search 

engines, and activate and lock the safe search settings on the browsers and platforms they use. 

http://www.internetmatters.org/%20parental-controls/interactive-guide
http://www.internetmatters.org/%20parental-controls/interactive-guide


 

3. Make sure every device is protected. Controls should be installed on every device your child uses, 
such as their mobile phone, tablet and games consoles (both home and handheld). 

4. Use privacy settings. Activate the safety measures offered by different sites; social networking sites 
like Facebook have privacy settings that will help prevent your child seeing unsuitable advertising 
or sharing too much with other people. 

5. Block pop-ups. If you’re worried about your children accessing inappropriate content though 
accidentally clicking on adverts in pop-ups, follow the advice from BBC Webwise on how to stop 
these. 

6. Find good sites and agree on them as a family. By talking to your child about their interests you can 
help them find suitable sites to visit and apps to use. Review these sites as they get older. 

7. Manage their use and access. Children may be very worried that your response to a problem will be 
to take away their internet access. Whilst this may be an appropriate response in some cases, the 
threat may be a barrier for a child who needs help. Be aware of this when talking to them about 
their internet use, and reassure them that they can talk to you or a trusted adult whenever they 
need to. 

 

With thanks to www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
 

Mr Fegan, Subject Leader - Computing and ICT 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Lunchtime Concert: The first of hopefully 
many lunchtime performances took place 
in the music room last week. Xavier Ralph 
and Josh Aldridge took centre stage, each 
performing a selection of songs for guitar 
and voice from their repertoires. An 
enthusiastic and encouraging audience 
supported them, and enjoyed half an 
hour of excellent music. The next 
lunchtime performance will be early in 
the new year, and anyone interested in 
taking part should speak to either myself, 
Xavier or Josh. Xavier and Josh have 
agreed to take on the running of this new venture. Well done, guys – you were 
great! 

 

Westminster Cathedral Carol Service: At the time of writing, over thirty of our choir members are working 
very hard to prepare two pieces for a charity Carol Service at Westminster Cathedral on Tuesday, 13th 
December. This is the second time we have been invited to be a part of this event. Well done to all of those 
who have given up almost every lunchtime for the past four weeks to prepare! 
 

Advent Service: The college annual Advent Service takes place on Monday, 19th December at 7.00pm in 
the college hall. As always, there will be contributions from the orchestra, choir and soloists, as well as 
dance, drama and liturgy. The service is always a lovely end to the year, and I hope you are able to enjoy 
the evening with us. 
 

Performances over the past year: As always, we have been very busy throughout the year in the music 
department, and just over the past couple of terms we have provided music for a range of events including 
the Eastbourne Proms, Prize Evening and Open Evening. Several of these have been collaborative 
performances with our talented dance company, and it’s always a joy to work as part of a larger creative 
team. Thank you, and well done to all performers, and to parents and carers for supporting us with these 
events.   
 

With all good wishes from Mrs Byrne and myself for Christmas and the New Year. 
 

Mr Roadknight, Subject Leader – Music 
 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


 

DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
   

So Christmas is finally here and what a busy start to 
the school year it’s been.  
 

King Lear: The drama department has been 
dominated by the story of King Lear, as the Year 8 
and 9 drama club group took to the stage at The 
White Rock Theatre to perform in the Shakespeare 
School’s festival on November 15th. The pupils 
produced what was described as a ‘superb 
performance’ – this is what our professional 
appraiser and director had to say: 
 

 

Blood Brothers: Year 10 and 11 pupils went on a trip to see the 
fantastic ‘Blood Brothers’ on December 1st and there wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house! This story of two brothers separated at birth is set 
in Liverpool in the 1960’s during an unemployment crisis and has 
been dubbed the ‘standing-ovation musical’ due to the heart 
breaking final scene. The pupils absolutely loved the show, and have 
asked to see it again! The play forms part of their GCSE exam paper so maybe we could squeeze another trip in 
before then… 
 

By the time you read this, our Advent Services will be in full swing, and we hope you enjoy all the dance, drama, 
music and liturgy we have prepared for you. Merry Christmas and a happy new year! 
 

Mrs Dunster, Subject Leader - Drama (mrsdunsters@strichardscc.com) 
 

Peer Review of the School 
 

Just before the October holiday, a peer review of the school took place covering all aspects of school life.  
 

I am pleased to report that the judgements were that the school continues to provide an outstanding 

education and outcomes. There were areas of development which we are currently addressing. Pupil 

behaviour, work ethic and participation were commended, as were the staff for their care, dedication and 

teaching approaches.   
 

A copy of the report is available at: https://www.strichardscc.com/about-st-richards-catholic-college/ofsted-

and-diocesan-inspection/  

mailto:mrsdunsters@strichardscc.com


 

ART DEPARTMENT 
 

All our pupils are making really 
positive progress in the Art and 
Design Department.  
 

Year 7 are working with enthusiasm 
on their drawing skills topic in Fine 
Art and in Art and Design they have 
all completed their ceramic faces 
which will now be fired and painted. 
We had some excellent submissions 
for the ‘Design a Front Cover for the 
Year 7 Welcome Mass’ competition. 
The chosen submission took pride of 
place on the cover of the Welcome 
Mass Booklet. Pupils also designed 
posters on the theme of ‘Power of 
Good’ for Anti-bullying week. The 
most successful ones are now displayed in the Linkway. 

 
Year 8 have completed their highly original teapot designs and 
exploded drawings. Ms Pennington’s group are producing some 
wonderful observational watercolour work. Year 9 are finalising 
their Totem Pole designs and research based study, and the Quarter 
Portraits Project in Fine Art. It is beautifully detailed work. Year 10 
GCSE pupils are continuing to build on their excellent start to the 
course, showing pride in all their sketchbooks and are working really 
well. The Art and Design group have just glazed their ceramic 
vessels inspired by natural form and the work of Kate Malone; they 
are now on display in the main foyer. Year 11 are concentrating on 
sketchbook based portfolio work and developmental drawings for 
the GCSE Final Main and readying themselves for the exam 
preparation starting after Christmas.  
 

Art Competitions 
Moe Murray has won the local stages of the Lions Peace Poster 
competition (see design right). She will now go forward to the 
regional stages. Good Luck, Moe!  The ‘Comets and Rockets in 
Space’ competition was very successful with our pupils work being 
represented at the Astronomy and Space Exhibition, Battle 



 
Memorial Hall, Battle. The Christmas card design competition for 
Miss Cronin has had some fantastic entries and the winner was India 
McCann, 7F (see design left). The Department will run an ‘Artful 
Physics Competition’ next. I accompanied the MFL Department to 
Barcelona to provide input on the artists and architects of the city. A 
photographic display is currently in B Block. The Department are also 
busy designing and making a stage set for the final Advent Service 
based on Matthew 2:13-15 ‘Mary and Joseph flee as refugees to 
Egypt with the baby Jesus.’  
 

 
 

Year 10 GCSE Art   
Year 10 Art pupils took part in a fantastic day of workshops at 
Brighton University. PGCE students from the University taught the 
pupils many new drawing techniques and focused on surfaces, 
textures and close-ups. The workshops included Gelli Printing, 
Mono and contact printing, simple photogram and light sensitive 
UV fabric work. Pupils also produced a flick-flack A4 folding book to 
display and present their work considering simple lettering, 
composition and layout. The day received positive feedback from 
pupils: 
 

"It was an amazing experience that I would love to do again. I learnt so many skills that will help me with my art work 
but it was also a lot of fun.”  
"Today was fun and exciting. I learnt a lot of new skills 
which will help me in my art GCSE." 
"It was a really fun and interesting experience to be 
taught by the art students and the art teachers. I 
learned a lot about different techniques in art." 
"It has built my confidence in art." 
"It gave me lots of ideas on how to present my art" 
 

They also took part in a trip to The De La Warr Pavilion 
to study the Peter Blake exhibition, ‘Alphabets, Letters 
and Numbers’. They will now create work inspired by their trip.  
 

Year 11 Leavers July 2016 
Please could any former Year 11s come and collect their GCSE Art Coursework as a matter of course. 
 

Finally, I’d like to thank Mr Barry Seal for his kind donation of paint for the Department. We will make very good use 
of it, Sir.  
 

Mr Peachment 
 
 

 

KS3 Art Club Competition 
 

Art Club began the term with a “Haunted 
House” competition. They had to create an image 

of a haunted house, using media of their choice. 

The only help given was a list of Halloween 

inspired key words to spark their inspiration. 
 

Amelie Wyer (7S), Mimi Luscombe (7R) and 

Gabrielle Ward (7U) were chosen as finalists, 

receiving 5 credits each. Amelie was voted overall 

winner by her Art Club peers (see her winning 

entry right), and received a bag of Halloween 

treats. Well done to the girls. I look forward to 

running more competitions in the New Year.   



 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

KEY STAGE 3 HISTORY CLUB 
The Key Stage 3 History Club continues to run weekly on a Tuesday in A9, 12.55-1.45pm. Miss Neilan has 
been leading the group in developing independent projects on specific areas of interest. There have been 
some fantastic ideas from the group and it is exciting to see the progress being made.   
 

GCSE HISTORY 
YEAR 9: As thoughts start to turn already to the New Year, the options process is fast approaching. History 
is a diverse and exciting subject to study. The topics we will be delivering at GCSE will be: 

 Medicine in Britain, c1250-present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918: 
injuries, treatment and the trenches 

 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c 1060-88 
 The American West, 1835-1895 
 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 

Members of the department will be available at the Curriculum Evening to discuss the exam specification 
in more detail, but if you or your son/daughter have any questions in the meantime please do not hesitate 
to contact their history teacher in the first instance. 
 

YEAR 10: We have been working hard with the increased content in the new History specification.  Pupils 
have developed a clear sense of the main developments of Medicine through Time and have completed 
some fantastic work throughout this course. The department would like to remind pupils to ensure that 
books are organised and up to date before we break up for Christmas. This will help us to make a fresh 
start in the New Year, when we will be finishing the core content for medicine and starting our case study 
of treatment on the Western Front, during the First World War.  Pupils are encouraged to begin preparing 
for this over the Christmas break by researching the First World War and watching recommended DVDs 
relating to the topic. Please see your class teacher for suggestions. 
 

YEAR 11: Congratulations and well done to all our Year 11 historians who worked so hard during the 
recent mock exam period. It is clear that much revision and preparation has been carried out by the 
majority of pupils and it was encouraging to see so many make use of the revision sessions on offer. As we 
progress in to the New Year we will be completing the Nazi Germany unit and will move into our final 
unit focussed on source analysis skills. The department would like to encourage all pupils to maintain a 
focus on revision throughout the year. A little revision regularly will help. Please refer to the revision 
resources on Google Drive and the padlets for support.   
Mrs Avery, Teacher of History 
 

 

Please note that all pupils should be on the school premises by 8.40am each day  
so that they are ready for a prompt start to registration or assembly. 

 

 

 

St Richard’s Admission Arrangements for 2018-2019 
 

St Richard's Catholic College's consultation on Admission Arrangements for the Academic Year 2018-2019 

are now on the school website. Comments on these arrangements should be sent to the Chair of 

Governors by Monday, 23rd January 2017.   

           



 

Geography News 
 

The Geography department gets everywhere… 

Have you found our Twitter account yet? The department Twitter account launched back in 
September, and is a brilliant way for pupils and parents/carers to engage with the subject from 
home, or on the move. Regularly updated with a vast range of images, articles, video clips and 
links, @StRichardsGeog is a suitable and productive way of using social media to engage with the 
Geography curriculum. A Twitter account is not required to view the page, and parents/carers are 
warmly encouraged to explore the exciting and imaginative content alongside their child. Keep an 
eye out for content relating to your current topic, as well as past and future areas of study. Enjoy! 
 

We have been very lucky to be supported by Ms Tocknell in the Library 
who has created a display of our pupils’ work as well as sourced fiction 

and non-fiction titles relevant to the units of work 
that are being studied at Key Stage 3 at the 
moment. This has prompted lively discussion by 

pupils either proud to 
display their work or others 
asking when they will get 
the chance to create a 
volcano, for example. 
 

 
 

Geography Trips 

Isle of Wight 2017: Thank you to everyone who applied for a place on the Isle of Wight trip in July 
2017. This trip is now full. If your child would like to come, please send 
me an email at mrshoylep@strichardscc.com or ask them to see me and 
I will place them on the reserve list. 

 

Italy 2018: In the New Year, we will be launching our 
international trip to the Bay of Naples/Sicily. More 
details to follow in the next newsletter. 
 
 

 

Geography Club  
Are you interested in building working models? Researching news articles? Designing displays? 
Are you keen to learn more about the world around us? Come along to Geography Club in A2 on 
Monday lunchtimes and discover more about all the great activities on offer. Through making new 
friends, and developing your knowledge in a fun and innovative way, Geography Club is a 
fantastic opportunity to explore planet Earth, and the incredible processes and places that are just 
waiting to be discovered. For more information please contact mrhowej@strichardscc.com. Hope 
to see you soon! 

 

Year 10 Geography textbooks 

If your child is studying GCSE Geography they should 
have brought home an order form for supportive textbooks 
(revision guide and accessible textbook), which will help 
them with their studies. If you have not received this, 
please contact me via mrshoylep@strichardscc.com and I 
will provide an order form and relevant information for you. 

 
 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader 
  

mailto:mrshoylep@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrhowej@strichardscc.com
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Maths News 
 

Primary Maths Master Classes: It was a very exciting start to this year’s 
series of Master Classes, in association with The Royal Institution. Twelve 
primary schools travelled to St Richard’s for an afternoon of Maths challenges and games and a coding 
themed master class. The pupils from Year 6 are Gifted and Talented mathematicians and some of them 
travelled from Crawley to take part in the activities. We look forward to a session at the De La Warr 
Pavilion and a speaker from the Royal Institution. 
 

Adult GCSE Mathematics: There was a fantastic start to our new Adult Maths GCSE course which is free 
and runs on Tuesdays from 4.45 to 5.45pm. We still have space, if you feel you would benefit from these 
lessons it’s not too late to catch up. Please contact Ms Gallagher by email: msgallagherl@strichardscc.com 
 

Coming up: Maths for Mums and Dads – Wednesday, 8th February 2017. Author, 
broadcaster and Mathematician, Rob Eastaway, will be our guest speaker at our ‘Maths for 
Mums and Dads’ Year 7 Evening. Rob has co-written a book with the strap line TAKING THE 
PAIN OUT OF MATHS HOMEWORK. The evening will be an opportunity to see your child 
‘do’ some maths, learn a few helpful techniques and have fun! Look out for the letter or 
book your free place by contacting Ms Gallagher by email: msgallagherl@strichardscc.com 
 

Year 9 Trip by Mrs Carradine: On Wednesday, 30th November, Mrs Eaton, Mr Saunders 
and I set off to London with 30 Year 9 pupils to 
see The Curious Coincidence of Maths in the Daytime. The show is 
set in The Gielgud theatre, the home of the West-End hit show 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark 
Haddon. Four popular and entertaining Mathematicians: Rob 
Eastaway, Hannah Fry, Matt Parker and Ben Sparks explored 
some of the intriguing and often beautiful maths ideas that are 
touched on in the book. We looked deeper into why the lead 

character, Christopher, believes that it will be a good day when he sees 4 red cars but a bad day when he 
sees 4 yellow ones! It’s all to do with probability! One of our pupils took on Rob Eastaway, a best-selling 
author, of The Monty Hall problem and won a cuddly toy! Well done, Deshan! He was able to hedge his 
bets using his knowledge of probability to second guess which 
pot the cuddly toy would be under! One of our Year 9 pupils, 
Dilys said, “The trip was amazing. It really taught me how Maths 
can be applied outside of school and how it can be useful in 
many subjects!” After the show, and all the challenging and 
thought provoking mathematics, we rewarded our efforts with a 
McDonalds in Leicester Square! The pupils behaved impeccably 
on the trip and fun was had by all! 
 

Ms Gallagher, Joint Acting Subject Leader - Maths 
 

D of E News 
Year 10 have begun their Expedition training ready for the qualifying expedition in June. The route was about 10-11 
miles long on the South Downs and, as is now tradition, we managed to book a cold, windy and wet  November day 
flanked by two stunningly unseasonable days! Never mind, we don’t want them thinking this is going to be 
easy! Despite the added challenge everyone did a brilliant job of smiling throughout the day and really impressed us 
with their positive attitudes. Next up for Year 10 will be the expedition training/planning day in March before 
heading out for more practice later in the month.  
 

Once again a massive thank you to our dedicated staff volunteers: Mrs 
Nicholls, Mr Padgham, Miss Machin, Mrs Gaines and, out with us for the 
first time, a big round of applause for Mr Howe. 
 

Year 11 Bronze participants will be finishing off the last parts of their 
Award and getting their evidence submitted ready for the annual Awards 
Ceremony in February. We look forward to celebrating their 
achievements with them. 
 

Year 9, watch this space, it’s nearly your turn to sign up! There will be 
letters going out and an assembly early in the New Year… are YOU up for it?  

mailto:msgallagherl@strichardscc.com


 

PUPIL PREMIUM 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they may also be entitled to a sum of money 

paid to the school to boost their learning. This article explains the ins and outs of the pupil 

premium for parents. 
 

Introduced in 2011, the pupil premium is a sum of money given to schools each year by the 

Government to improve the attainment of disadvantaged children. 
 

This is based on research showing that children from low income families perform less well at 

school than their peers. Often, children who are entitled to pupil premium face challenges such 

as poor language and communication skills, less family support, lack of confidence and issues 

with attendance and punctuality. The pupil premium is intended to directly benefit the children 

who are eligible, helping to narrow the gap between them and their class. 
 

Schools are given a pupil premium for: 

 Children who have qualified for free school meals at any point in the past six years. The 

school receives £935 for each of these children. 

 Children who have been looked after under local authority care for more than one day. 

These children are awarded a premium of £1900. 
 

Schools can choose how to spend their pupil premium money, as they are best placed to 

identify what would be of most benefit to the children who are eligible. Common ways in which 

schools spend their pupil premium fund include: 

 Extra one-to-one or small-group support for children within the classroom. 

 Employing extra Teaching Assistants to work with classes. 

 Running catch-up sessions before or after school, for example for children who need extra 

help with maths or literacy. 

 Running a school breakfast club to improve attendance. 

 Providing extra tuition for able children who receive the pupil premium. 

 Providing music lessons for children whose families would be unable to pay for them. 

 Funding educational trips and visits. 

 Paying for additional help such as speech and language therapy or family therapy. 

 Funding English classes for children who speak another language at home. 

 Investing in resources that boost children’s learning, such as laptops or tablets. 
 

Often, all of the children in a class will reap some benefit from how the school spends its 

pupil premium: for example, if the money is used to fund an additional Teaching Assistant who 

works across the whole class, rather than providing one-to-one support. Research shows that the 

fund does help to narrow gaps between disadvantaged children and their peers, particularly in 

English and maths. 
 

There is no obligation for the school to consult you about how they use the money they claim for 

your child, although some schools may involve parents. However, schools do have to show that 

they are using their pupil premium fund appropriately. This is measured through Ofsted 

inspections and annual performance tables showing the progress made by children who are 

eligible for pupil premium. In addition, they have to publish details online, including how much 

money they have been allocated, how they intend to spend it, how they spent their previous 

year’s allocation and how it made a difference to the attainment of disadvantaged pupils. 

How to claim your child’s pupil premium 

Your child may be eligible for free school meals – and accordingly pupil premium – if you receive 

any of the following benefits: 

 Income support 

 Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

 Income-related employment and support allowance 

 Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

 Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an 

annual gross income of £16,190 or less 

 Universal credit 

In order to register your child as eligible visit the East Sussex County Council website at: 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/ or contact 

Mrs Hollands in the school office on 01424 731070 

 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/


 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association NEWS 
Hello All, 
 

Once again the PTFA members were busy at the Year 7 Parents' Evening and Christmas Fayre 
providing refreshments. It was wonderful to see such a large number of stalls offering a selection 
of items for sale. Thanks to everyone who contributed to making the evening a success and 
helping raise more funds for the school. 
 

The last event in 2016 that we will be involved with is the Advent Service on Monday, 19th 
December. Mince pies and drinks will be served at what will, no doubt, be a wonderful evening. 
The Advent raffle will be drawn at the end of the Service, with lots of great prizes to be won! 
 

Our first meeting in 2017 will be on Monday, 6th February at 7pm in the staff room. New members 
are always welcome. 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish everybody a very Happy Christmas and wish you all the best for 
2017 on behalf of the PTFA. 
 

Heather Mulligan (joint chair with Lisa Segal) 
 

 

Are you interested in Teaching? 
If you are interested in training to teach, why not consider Thrive Teaching School Alliance as your training 

provider? Alongside the University of Sussex based in Brighton, we offer a School Direct route into 

teaching which awards you a PGCE and Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) upon its completion. 
 

Within Thrive Teaching School Alliance we have many training places available at St Richard’s and within 

our other partner schools of Bexhill Academy, Robertsbridge Community College, Bexhill College, 

Claverham Community College and a selection of primary schools for September 2017. Currently these 

are the full range of secondary subjects. For some subjects, funding is also available. Applications are now 

open on UCAS. 
 

Have a look on the college’s website under ‘Teaching Schools, Initial Teacher Training’ or contact 

mrswoode@strichardscc.com for more information. 
 

 

Train Strikes 
 

As you are aware further train strikes are planned by Southern Rail in the New Year. I am really 
grateful to all those parents/carers not only driving their own children in but those of other 
families too. It means that attendance for all has been at almost 100%. 
 

The school road, Ashdown Road, is particularly congested on these days so I would urge you to 
drop off and collect from Sutton Place (TN40 1PD) on the seafront. The pupils will then have a 3 
minute walk through the tunnel to and from school. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support in this matter and for your patience during these difficult 
times.                                                                                   

Miss Cronin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Empty Plastic 

Yoghurt Pots 

Required 
 

Mrs Robertson would like to request 
pupils bring in any small plastic 
yoghurt pots that can be used as a 
water pot during Product Design and 
Art lessons. If you have any that are 
clean and empty please pass them 
to her. Thank you! 

GCSE Product Design 
Controlled Assessment Deadlines 

 

CAT 2 Development 
Friday, 16th December 2016 
 

CAT 3 Making 
Friday, 10th February 2017 
 

CAT 4 Evaluation 
Friday, 3rd March 2017 
 

All GCSE Product Design work should be completed 
prior to the Easter Holidays. 
Final deadline Friday, 31st March 2017 
 

mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com


 

Library News 
 

                                                    Newspaper Boy/Girl Needed 
                        Does your child do a local paper-round, or live in Pebsham near the Co-op? 

          Would they be willing to collect the ‘i’ newspaper for the Library?  

Monday-Friday during term time? 

                          2 credits/prize points per newspaper per day, plus invitations to Library 

celebrations as a ‘thank-you’  

If ‘Yes!’ please see Ms Tocknell in the Library  

Film Club News Our Christmas film will be the excellent ‘Eddie the Eagle’ – 

snow, skiing, laughs and tears, growing up with a big dream and taking on BIG 
challenges! It will be screened on Monday, 12th and Tuesday, 13th December. We have space for new 
members; if it is something your child would enjoy, ask them to see me for more details. 
 

Calling all Year 11s… Do you have a library book overdue? I know you’ve all been really busy with 

the mocks, but the time has come to think about returning your books and paying the very modest fine of 
1p per school day. Please note, I cannot sign your leavers’ sheet if you still have school property on loan. 
Get it done now and it’s out the way. You know who you are as I’ve been reminding you at least once a 
term since your books became overdue! If it’s lost, see me to find out the replacement cost. Many thanks 
for your help and co-operation. 
 

Remembrance Day was marked in the library by a display of library 

resources exploring the subject of war and supported by two book lists. Fiction 
writers such as Michael Morpurgo, Sam Angus and Theresa Breslin have drawn 
extensively on this topic for inspiration, helping pupils to understand and 
empathise with those caught in confusing and terrible circumstances. Non-fiction 

on this subject helps our young historians to unpick the complexities of war and is a useful support to 
those doing GCSE History.    
 

Geographers and the Library Unite! The last 2 weeks have seen some stunning volcano models 

(produced by pupils as homework projects) and a range of magazines, fiction, non-fiction and reference 
materials displayed in the library, linking ideas about our physical world and that of the imagination. Books 
about China, India, Japan and Brazil (key countries on the syllabus) shuffled for attention with the 
Geographical magazine, Focus on Volcanoes and the Lonely Planet magazine. Extracts from the ‘i’ 
newspaper were deployed alongside posters supplied by the geography department, encouraging pupils to 
think about geography not just as a subject in school, but as something that affects us all in the real world. 
My thanks go to the geography department for collaborating on this project, which also contributes to our 
International Schools Project being undertaken by our Lay Chaplain, Miss Doyle.   
 

Librarians’ Christmas Party My helpful and trusty Librarians will celebrate the end of term with 

our traditional St Richard’s Librarians Christmas Party on Wednesday, 14th December at lunchtime, with 
the Library being closed to other users. Pizzas, mad dancing and daft games will ensue, together with 
presents and an exchange of Secret Santa gifts, to thank them for all their help and hard work. Our 
Librarians are: Rebecca Standen, Alienor Gregg-Smith, Katie Nash, Lucy Woolridge, Helena Hudson, Alexia 
Antonislas and Joe Baszczak. I will be advertising for new librarians from Year 7 in the New Year.     
 

Book Quote of the Month From ‘Reading Matters’, Canada’s 

National Reading Campaign, rolling out on television, in newspapers and in 
magazines. 
 

And Finally… The Librarians wish all readers and their families a very happy Christmas and New Year – 

and remember, there is no better gift than a BOOK – unless it’s a BOOK TOKEN!  
 

Ms Tocknell, Librarian 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisncjkiarMAhUF0hoKHTMGDQYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.shermanreport.com/guillen/paperboy/&psig=AFQjCNErQI9LOOzV989DII7HUG3bMY-klw&ust=1461683540457380


 

English Department News 

 

KS4 

Well done to Year 11 for all your efforts in your mock exams - the new syllabus is challenging 

for both Language and Literature so you should be proud of your efforts and achievements. 
Remember that before the February holiday you will be taking a mock Language Paper 1 and 
Literature Paper 2 so it is worth gently revisiting those topics over the Christmas break. Use the 

Year 11 Google Drive revision folder for helpful resources and links and reminders of 
which paper is which! 
 

Year 10, took their Language and Literature assessments on: 

Monday, 12th December - Language paper 1 (reading) 

Tuesday, 13th December - Literature (Macbeth) 
 

Both years - keep learning those keywords (all available on padlets and the Google Drive). I 
recommend keeping an eye on TV schedules and cinema listings for versions of the texts you are 
studying to help you with plot, characters and themes. It is also worth checking the De La Warr 
Pavillion, The Odeon and Cineworld as they regularly run discounted National Theatre screenings 

of plays which are invaluable to study and also thoroughly enjoyable to watch. 
 

Parents 
We have a stock of Collins revision guides which cover language and literature - they include 
revision materials, practice questions and exam guidance. They are available from Miss Wood in 
A1 for £5 (cheaper than the £10.99 RRP!). For text-specific guides we recommend the Yorknotes 
9-1 guides or CGP for a more simplified option. Teachers can show pupils copies of these guides 
and they are available in all good bookshops and on Amazon. Pupils eligible for Pupil Premium 
funding can receive the books free. 
 

Special Educational Needs 
 

Year 9 Pupils 
Pupils in Year 9 with a Statement of Special Educational Needs will have a Transfer Review to replace their usual 
Annual Review in the spring term. The Statement will then be transferred over into the new Education Health and 
Care Plan (EHCP) in accordance with the revised SEN Code of Practice in 2014. Parents will be advised of the 
process in January.   
 

Worried about homework? 
The first port of call for any pupil who is unsure how to complete a homework task is to come to ask the 
class teacher, in good time before the homework is due. On the day it's due is too late! Your teacher will 
be happy to talk you through what you need to do, and may be able to provide additional resources to 
help you. 
 

Still stuck? Or just need somewhere to work at the end of the school day? 
Come to one of our after-school Prep Clubs. 

 Prep Club: CIT, 3:15pm-5pm Monday-Thursday - a place to complete your homework, with access 
to PCs and a printer (run by Mrs Hubbard) 

 Prep Club Plus: B7, 3:15-4:15pm Monday-Thursday - come with pieces of homework you might 
need some extra help to complete (run by Mrs Eaton and Mr Nuckhir) 
 

Update: Lunch club 
Please note also that the Lunch Club, run by a Teaching Assistant, now takes place in A3 daily. Year 7s can 
attend the smaller space in LIR - please ask the TA in lunch club about this! 
 

We all hope you have a joyous Christmas and restful new year. 
 

Mr Smith, SENCO and the Learning Support Team  



 

Chaplaincy News 
 

As we enter the season of Advent, we look forward to the arrival of Jesus 
on Christmas morning. Here in college we have prepared with the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation being offered to all pupils in the week 
beginning 5th December. Preparations are under way for our annual Advent Service in the school 
hall on Monday, 19th December at 7pm. We look forward to welcoming as many of you as 
possible to help us finish the term ready for our Christmas celebrations. 
 

Fr Seamus Stapleton (RIP): It was with great sadness we learned of the untimely death of Fr 
Seamus Stapleton, Parish Priest of St Mary’s Star of the Sea, Hastings. Fr Seamus was a much 
valued member of our chaplaincy team and joined us to celebrate many occasions and form 
services. We were grateful for the opportunity to pay our respects at his funeral Mass in 
Hastings. Mrs Byrne and I travelled with a group from the school choir and sang the hymn after 
communion as our tribute to Fr Seamus and to give thanks for his work in our school. 
 

Form and Year Liturgies: This term we have celebrated Year 11 and Year 10 Year Masses. Year 
11 chose the theme – Vocation - using the celebration to reflect on what’s ahead and the 
opportunities that will come once they leave St Richard’s. Year 10’s Mass was on the feast day 
of St Cecilia, the Patron Saint of Music, so we looked at our talents and how we can best use 
them. Both year groups took the opportunity to bless their year candles and form candles for 
use in prayer time and assemblies. 

 

There have been 
a number of 
Form Services 
this term and my 
thanks to all the 
Liturgy Reps who 
helped to put 
these together. Mrs Dunster’s form, 8L, decided to 
have their service based around giving thanks for their 

pets and the animal kingdom created by God. This was a lovely celebration of the great friends 
we can have in the animal kingdom. Mr Holloway’s form, 7O, had a lovely service with Fr Barry, 
the theme focused on Community and Friendship and they included some lovely singing and sign 
language to complete the service. Well done to all involved. 
 

Liturgy Reps: In our last meeting we discussed holding a charity fundraiser as a group and the 
Reps have been given a task to come up with a charity they feel is suitable for the group to 
support. Our Advent Service fast approaches and Liturgy Reps have played a key role in 
recruiting readers and volunteers for this. The Liturgy Reps plan to have an audit of liturgy in 
the school in term 3 and a small group have volunteered to create a questionnaire to facilitate 
this audit. We hope this will mean that more pupils can be a part of liturgy and we can provide 
a more meaningful spiritual life in school. 
 

 

Whitstable Retreat - November 2016: On Friday, 11th 
November a small but excited group of pupils boarded the 
minibus to head to St Vincent’s Retreat Centre in Whitstable. 
On arrival we were greeted by the 
fabulous team of youth workers and 
had a lovely fish and chip supper. 
The theme for the weekend was 
teamwork and self-esteem. The 
team chose to use the film, ‘Cool 

Runnings’ as a base for the activities of the weekend so after dinner 
we settled in for movie time. 
  

Saturday involved group activities with the team, followed by bowling 



 

and a beach walk and we ended the evening with a prayerful celebration of Mass in the chapel 
of the centre.  
 

Sunday involved more activities, and a final liturgy with 
performances by both the staff and the pupils. One pupil, 
William Brown had this to say about the weekend, “The 
Whitstable Retreat is a great trip and an excellent opportunity 
for anyone. We went out to the beach and the bowling alley 
and had the opportunity for acting, singing and dancing. We 
did lots of activities as a group, watched a film and had plenty 
of time for games in the common room. The food was excellent 
and there were lots of time for prayer and reflection as well. 
We had Mass on Saturday 
evening and the opportunity for 

morning prayer. We spent time studying scripture and 
interpreting it as well as learning some new hymns – we all 
learnt a lot about each other and God.”   
 

All in all, a great weekend was had and I look forward to the 
Year 7 retreat in the summer term. My thanks must go to Mr Eyre 
(Maths Trainee) and Miss Wood (English) for their support over 
the weekend and to Mr Saunders and Dr Durkin for driving the mini bus.  
 

Fairtrade: On Thursday, 24th November, the St Richard's 
Fairtrade champions: Lucy Woolridge, Hannah Chan, 
Christina Thomas, Alicia Smith and Kaira Rubit led a stall 
at the Year 7 parents’ evening. This was our first event 
for the new Fairtrade champions and we had a raffle of a 
Christmas hamper of 
Fairtrade goods. This proved 
very successful and over £50 
was raised. This money will 
be used to purchase goods for 

our Fairtrade tuckshop during Fairtrade fortnight in term 3. 
Congratulations to the winner of the hamper Finlay Hendley (7S) 
whose grandmother bought the ticket. We hope you enjoy it. 
Finally, thank you to all the parents and pupils who contributed to 
the raffle. We hope to have more of these events in the future. We are pleased to announce 
that we have received our Fair Achiever School Award from Fairtrade schools. Congratulations 
to Dr Littlejohns and all the Fairtrade champions for their hard work. 
 

Interact Club  
Interact Club elected Emilie-Jayne Ralph as St Richard's Interact Club President and Amy 
Tattersall as Vice President. Megan Tattersall took on the role of Finance officer and other roles 
were given out in our first few meetings.  
 

Rotary Tea Party for the Elderly: Unfortunately due to the Mock Exams our dedicated Year 11 
pupils were unable to attend. However, Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils stepped up to the mark and 
showed their potential to become future leaders of the Club. The tea party gave the pupils a 

wonderful chance to engage with elderly residents of our town and to provide a service for 



 

them. The music was very entertaining and we found ourselves singing along. Bexhill Rotary 
Club again were very kind and provided us with sandwiches and cakes once we had served 
everyone else. The pupils met the Mayor of Bexhill and even joined in the karaoke. All in all, a 
wonderful experience and one we are happy has become a tradition for Interact Club. My thanks 
to Mr Saunders for accompanying and driving the minibus. 
 

Love in a Box: I was delighted to help members of the Interact Club on 
collection day of our annual Love in a Box Appeal. Club President 
Emilie-Jayne Ralph and Vice President, Amy Tattersall, and Finance 
Officer, Megan Tattersall worked hard to ensure all the boxes were 
wrapped well and appropriately filled. My thanks to the girls for their 

help with this. Once again the 
generosity of pupils and their 
families was heart-warming. We 
again beat the number of boxes 
from last year by 9 with an amazing 
434 boxes. The Mustard Seed Relief 
Mission (www.msrm.org.uk) were 
very grateful for the support and 
hope to have the boxes on their 
way to needy children in Eastern Europe as soon as 
possible. Thank you to all who contributed and gave so 
generously.  

 

St George and St Wilfrid’s Parish Mass: This term we visited St Wilfrid’s Church, Hailsham for 
the first of our Parish Masses led by St Richard’s. This was our first visit to St Wilfrid’s and we 
were delighted to see their new church and join them for the first Sunday of Advent. Head Boy, 
Ethan Macdonald introduced the Mass and thanked the parishioners for inviting us to their 
Sunday Mass. Chris Varghese delivered a wonderful reflection on the readings written by himself 
and Lucy Woolridge. Mr Roadknight and Mrs Byrne prepared and led the wonderful music with a 
small group of singers, Ben Stotesbury-Byrne, who is from the Parish, sang solo Shubert’s Ave 
Maria during Communion, a beautifully moving moment in the Mass. Mrs Grant and Mrs Dunster 
(Drama department) put together a thought provoking piece on the meaning of Advent called 
‘Presence not Presents,’ which was delivered by Melissa Sharp, Tania Rawalson and Olivia Zheng 
all in Year 7 and narrated by Ben Stotesbury-Byrne. The girls performed with great confidence. 
Well done to all. Following Mass we were delighted to join the parishioners in their hall for pizza 
and Advent activities. Thank you to Fr Rory and the parishioners of St George and St Wilfrid’s for 
their welcome and support.  
 

As we approach the Christmas holidays may I wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas. I look 
forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 
 

Jo Doyle 
Miss Jo Doyle – Lay Chaplain (missdoylej@strichardscc.com) Tel: 01424 731070 Ext. 126 
 

RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

KS3 
Year 7 have been learning about the “Reason for the Season.” They have been studying 
the liturgical year, Advent, rosary and the annunciation and visitation.   
 

Year 8 have been learning about Judaism. They have covered the 
Sabbath, Moses, Torah, Synagogue and Passover. They have experienced a 
Passover meal in class where they were able to try the foods and 
experience what a Passover meal would be like. In addition, Mr Segal came in to talk about 
his Jewish faith and discussed what happens at the Jewish festivals. Pupils also had 
opportunities to play with a dreidel (a game played at Chanukah) and ask Mr Segal some 

questions. Pupils found this very interesting and asked some excellent questions. In January there will be a 
visit to the synagogue in Eastbourne for some pupils. They will be able to look around the synagogue and 

http://www.msrm.org.uk/liab.html
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have an up close look at the Torah. They will then bring this learning back to the classroom and tell the 
rest of the class what they saw and learnt.   

 

Year 9 have completed their first unit of Mark’s Gospel, “Identity of Jesus” and they are moving on to learn 
about “Discipleship.”   
 

KS4 
Year 10 have been working very hard with their new GCSE course. This term they have been working on 
the topic “Muslim Beliefs.” They have covered areas including angels, life after death, the prophets and the 
holy books.   
 

Year 11 pupils have just completed their mock exam and will continue the GCSE course 
with “Marriage and Family” and “Religion and Community Cohesion.” 
 

Philosophy Club: We encourage all enquiring minds to come to Philosophy Club which is 
held every Friday lunchtime in A5 with Ms Henry. This is a great opportunity to discuss, 
present and debate the big issues surrounding theology and philosophy. It is also a good 
opportunity for extra-curricular involvement which will strengthen pupil’s efforts in 
achieving the school’s CREST Awards. There is also the chance to work for the RE Award next term. Please 
see Ms Henry for further details. 
 

Mrs Mead, Acting Subject Leader – RE 
Fundraising Update 

In the run up to Christmas, staff and pupils have been busy fundraising. At the end of October all pupils 
donated to the local Bexhill Foodbank in response to the need for extra food items. We have also seen 
many cake stalls and sponsored events going on in the school – all proceeds going to local charities. 
 

A mufti day and a series of raffles led to £1200 being raised for Dragonflies, a local charity that supports 
young people who have experienced bereavement and loss. Our donation to this charity has been made in 
memory of a former pupil, Grace McAdie, who sadly passed away this summer aged 19. It has been a joy to 
see pupils unite in their fundraising activities to honour her memory. 
 

Pupils worked hard to put together 434 Christmas boxes 
for the Mustard Seed Charity campaign ‘Love in a Box’.  
Pupils filled brightly wrapped shoe boxes with toys, 
toiletries, hats, scarfs and sweets and donated money to 
cover the cost of transporting the box to a child in Eastern 

Europe who may not otherwise have received a Christmas gift. Alongside 
the boxes, the pupils raised £1278 to give to the Mustard Seed charity. 
Some pupils clubbed together to provide a box and other pupils donated 
individual boxes. It was fantastic to see the corridor completely covered by 434 of these special gifts.   
 

We will continue with our efforts right up until Christmas.  Once again the staff and pupils will support 
Surviving Christmas, based in Hastings, with food items, clothing and monetary donations.  The pupils are 
working hard to ensure that the real message of Christmas is realised and appear to be having a lot of fun 
doing so. 



 

Science News 

ESAS STEM Ambassador Visit 
Year 9 GCSE Astronomers were delighted to welcome STEM Ambassadors from 
the East Sussex Astronomical Society (ESAS), to lead a session on telescope types 
and were then able, as the sun made a brief appearance in a clear blue sky, to 
focus on some solar observing. While it is dangerous to use normal telescopes to 
observe the sun directly, ESAS brought along their specialised solarscope, which 
when combined with our own solar imaging equipment, allowed interested 
pupils to observe the sun safely during morning break.  
 

Although there were no clear sunspots visible on the day, many pupils were 
amazed to see the sharpness of the image which resolved sufficiently to see solar 
flares and coronal mass ejections.  
Described as ‘weird eyelashey things’ by Year 8 pupil, 
Amy, these apparently small projections are in fact 
gigantic explosions of energy from the sun’s surface, 
often forming huge arcs, along magnetic field lines.  
Releasing energy in wavelengths across the whole 
electromagnetic spectrum, they also release charged 

ions in the form of plasma, which results on Earth, in the famed Aurora Borealis or 
Northern Lights. 
 

New Scientist Live, ExCel Arena   
Pupils travelled to Dockland’s ExCel Arena to enjoy a day of immersive STEM 
science featuring exhibition and interactive zones in four areas: Brain & Body; 
Technology; Earth and Cosmos. Harry Hawkins particularly enjoyed the planet 
bowling and was pleased to discover, ‘that I can go to Uni in Japan!’ Dan, 
Taylor and Addison all rated ‘the speech about solar flares and the sun’s 
behaviour.’   

Connor and Joey of 7O really enjoyed 
their time on the Occulus Rift, with 
Joey stating, ‘There were VR devices all around the place. For one of them, 
you got to drive a car, it was really cool.’ 7L pupils Vanz, Edward and Leon 
thought the headsets and the saltwater car racing was the most fun as ‘you 
got to make them yourselves.’ Tom Bocon 9H, ‘loved the robotic dinner 
maker. It was so mesmerising watching it and the dinner itself tasted great’.  
Mrs Jones really enjoyed ‘the barbeque mealworms’ thinking they tasted just 
like wotsits! I didn’t agree as there was a definite unpleasant aftertaste! 

 

Astronomy & Space Exhibition ‘From Halley’s Comet to Hubble’ 
On Sunday, 9th October Battle Memorial Hall hosted the first of many events laid on to commemorate the 950th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Hastings. Close to a thousand people popped by to see the space-based art exhibitions, 
both a professional display from local artist Jill Tattersall and an amateur competition for local school children.  

 

The day featured talks from eminent astronomers and space buffs and an inflatable 
planetarium. The exhibition featured work from St Richard’s pupils, both on display 
and in amongst the competition entries. Year 7 pupil, Maisie Nevey, was delighted 
to see her competition entry on display. Mrs Nevey said, ‘It was thrilling to see all 
the wonderful pictures with Maisie’s work amongst them’. Maisie added, ‘I can’t 
wait to learn astronomy now!’ 
 

There were entries from GCSE Astronomers, More Able 
and Determined (MAD) scientists and artists from both 
key stages. Talented artist and former astronomer, 

Katarzyna Fedor of Year 11, won the first prize for art overall, while current GCSE 
Astronomer, Ruben Muller-Perol of Year 9, took the first prize in the ‘Computer Art’ 
category. Both pupils were thrilled to receive their telescope prizes. Katarzyna said, ‘I 
found the competition really inspirational as it engaged both my creativity and previous 
astronomical learning. I haven’t got a solarscope, so I am really thrilled to have won one.’ 
Ruben commented, ‘I won the computer generated picture category and I based the 



 
framing of the picture on the view from the International Space Station. I am studying GCSE Astronomy this year and 
I am thrilled to win the telescope as I will be able to use it to help with my observations for Controlled Assessment.’ 

 

Year 7 Block Day: Royal Museums, Greenwich 
Astronomy MKM recalled, ‘Our favourite part is when we did the planetarium 
show and when we stood on the east and the west. It was really fun and we 
would definitely go there again.’ Harry, Dan, Hannah and Enya all enjoyed, ‘the 
planetarium show’ with Team Plasma adding the show, ‘was fascinating and fun!’ Joe enjoyed, ‘jumping East to 
West’ across the Prime Meridian which runs through the Observatory Courtyard. Hettie and Rose observed that, 
’there were little pieces of writing in gold and you can stand in the East and the West at the same time – it was 
incredible’. Daisy and Katie favoured the planetarium saying, ‘we enjoyed the planetarium show the most. We liked 
this because we got to learn about the solar system in a fun way’. Karina and Jessica agreed adding, ‘We learned lots 
of stuff there. We also really enjoyed the museum – it was epic!’ The RAA thought the museum was a real treat 
commenting, ‘We enjoyed looking around the museum the most. We also liked finding the answers to all the 
questions even though they were pretty hard!’ Adam and Luke liked the planetarium, ‘because it feels like you’re 
floating in the air’, whereas Joe, Michael and Ben concluded, ‘The best thing was going into the planetarium and 
looking at the positions of the stars.’ 
 

 

Open Evening 
Science demonstrations on Open Evening featured edible solar system modelling, 
dissections and crushing cans to name only a few of the interactive science 
demonstrations on display. Many thanks to all pupils who helped out! 
 

Sussex Universe Lectures  
MAD KS4 scientists joined undergraduates at the University 
of Sussex for a lecture from Dr Steven M. Wilkins, titled, ‘Exploring the end of the Dark 
Ages’. In the lecture, Dr Wilkins explained how he explored the period of the Universe’s 
history when the universe’s dark ages ended. He then went on to show us some of the 
telescopes that he used for his research into the plans for future telescopes that will 
replace Hubble – such as the James Watt Telescope and Extremely Large Telescope. 
 

Bradley Hare reported, “It was very interesting and easy to understand without much 
complicated maths” with Will adding, “It was a lot easier to understand than I thought it 
would be, and I learnt a lot about Dark Matter as well 
as the Telescopes that are currently being built”. 

 

Principia Schools’ Conference 
In early November, pupils from StAR Club who had been part of the ARISS team in 
April, were invited to celebrate St Richard’s ‘Principia Passion’ with other school 



 
groups and Tim Peake himself, as part of the Principia Schools’ Conference, in Portsmouth’s Guild Hall. Tim was in 
the UK for a week beforehand and had addressed MPs and Foreign Ambassadors and visiting dignitaries from across 
the ESA countries in the Albert Hall – all with a supersized image of St Richard’s ARISS team displayed behind him 
(top left) – a very proud moment for the ARISS team!  
 

Dilys Cornford, Trinity Funnell, Chris Varghese and Lucy Woolridge heard Tim 
Peake’s welcome address in which he explained in detail how uncomfortable 
both the launch and landing were, as well as sharing his enthusiasm for the 
mission’s science. 
 

Once Tim concluded his inspirational speech, 600 pupils from schools across the 
South of England explored the exhibits and pupil posters, sharing some of the 
amazing projects that had been undertaken during Tim’s Principia mission. The 
StAR Club were quite nervous while waiting for their turn to present on the 
main stage of the theatre, but all nerves were quickly forgotten when Tim 
himself arrived at the Theatre to meet the school group presenters.  

 

It was very exciting to meet Tim and have a brief chat. He was very easy in 
his manner with all the pupils present and was genuinely interested in the 
pupils’ experience of the programme. On hearing that we were from Bexhill 
he excitedly explained that during his 6 months on the ISS he had repeatedly 
tried to take an image of the South coast of the UK (he is from Chichester), 
but was always defeated by the weather. He went on to add, that he had 
however got a really clear picture of Bexhill and Hastings and agreed to 
share it with us! We were all quite simply thrilled to have met Tim and 
shaken his hand. StAR Club gave their presentation to an audience full of 
happy smiley pupils (having all shaken his hand too!) and returned to the Guild Hall for lunch and closing posters and 
presentations before heading home. 

 

I was lucky to meet Tim again on 
the following Saturday at the 
York Principia Schools’ 
Conference, where he found 
time at the end of an extremely 
busy schedule to say hello to 
some of the UK Space 
Ambassadors. I asked him about 
future plans and he explained 

that he would be training again next summer after his body has fully 
recovered from the Principia mission and he was hoping to be flight ready 
by the end of next year, just in case he is selected. 
 

Year 8 CREST Awards 
Fifty Year 8 pupils were presented with their Discovery CREST Awards for 
their participation in the URENCO Enrichment Day in July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ESERO UK CanSat Competition 2017  
The CanSat team consists of Year 10 & 11 MAD scientists with STEM Ambassador, Tom 
Connelly, and Year 13 former pupil Collin Jones. Emilie-Jayne Ralph reports as follows: ‘This 
competition is all about working as a team to plan, design, create and test a satellite with 
all its subsystems for CanSat. It will then launch and analyse data such as measuring UV. 
This has allowed us to learn how an engineering team in the real world would function. 
Collin, a former St Richard’s pupil has joined the team to help us with the computing and 
electronics and we are also using Tom’s skills. We are gaining experience in fields we want 
to go into such as science, computing and electronics and it is huge fun!’ 
 

Emilie-Jayne asked STEM Ambassador, Tom, to share his thoughts on being a STEM Ambassador. He replied, ‘I want 
to encourage young people to get involved in STEM because it is fun! I have been to STEMFest to show the 
technology we are developing at Photek’ says Tom, ‘ I work as a research and development engineer and I develop 
new technology for Photek to market. As a child I always liked science and did Physics at Uni. I wanted to meet 
scientists, solve problems with no answers and Photek provides that rewarding job. CanSat is a lot of fun!’ 
 

The team have just submitted their second progress report and will start construction and testing in January. 
 

CAT Camp 2016                              
Lower School pupils headed to deepest, darkest rural Wales in the October holiday for a 
residential stay at CAT Camp. We stayed halfway up a mountain in a log cabin at the Centre for 
Alternative Technology and enjoyed excursions addressing how we use energy. We visited a 
hydro-electric pumped storage station inside a mountain; lived with the electricity restrictions 
of solar panels, wind turbines, two minute showers, wood-fired heating and no television; and 
we also visited the Big Pit, once one of the largest coal mines in the world and now part of the 
Blaenafon World Heritage Site. 
 

Connor Brown, 7O, reports: ‘On the trip we 
saw the Big Pit, King Arthur's labyrinth the 
Space Centre and loads more! My favourite 
part was the trip to Caernarfon Castle. It had 
loads of interesting stuff like medals and 
names of people who died in World Wars. It 
had a massive poppy river. I think I will 
remember this trip for eternities to come.’  
 

‘During the half term five Year sevens and one 
Year nine went away to Wales with Dr Durkin 

and Matt, who took turns driving. It was a long 
journey but it was worth it! When we got to CAT, 
we all helped unpack, then we worked out who 
was on dinner duty. I was one of the first to do it 
with Connor. I enjoyed CAT Camp because I could 
see different things like mountains and castles. I 
especially enjoyed the WIFI, (BUT WE ONLY 
FOUND IT ON THE LAST DAY). It was very cold 
and we had to make our own heating by lighting 
a fire. I really want to go back to CAT Camp!’ by 
Ania Roby, 7H  



 
‘The Great CAT Camp Adventure’ by Daniel Guldemond 
Quotes: “That isn’t how Dragons spell bread”, “We need Star Wars Nicknames”, “I’ve never 
made a bed before”, “I’ve never chopped an onion before” and “It isn’t a dinosaur, it's an 
unevolved Dragon.” 
Cast of Players: Doc Doda; Joda; Sif; I’ve never done that! (INDT); Dan Solo; Finn the 
Unfinished; Princess Ania and Matt. 
 

In a random planet in the middle of nowhere, a 
minibus full of random children, one of which was 
very antisocial (me) wandered across Wales, 
wondering who was going to wave at them. 
Eventually the St Richard’s mobile (sorry, Minibus) 
ended its maiden voyage and stopped on a 

mountain using a strategic Greater-Than-Three point turn. The poor 
children of this undeveloped hominid race had to do the most menial of all 
chores: making the bed! (Dun dun dun…) and then Siph had to take on the terrifying challenge of washing up whilst 
Ania and I’ve never done that! (a.k.a. INDT) completed their treacherous quest to cook dinner (or, as dragons say, 
DINNAH!). They then slept and struggled in their suspiciously yellow duvets with added bloodstains (it was a package 
deal) with a surprisingly minimal amount of monsters under the bed. They then proceeded to visit Welsh places, the 
best being Carnarvon Castle. They ate Welsh Cakes, they discovered Wi-Fi, they stalked wolves (a toy one), they 
discovered evolution, they spelt, they cried (about loss of Wi-Fi) and they crossed a border. Then they ended their 
journey and slept. 
 

Culham Centre for Fusion Energy, Oxford      
Upper School pupils joined pupils from Bexhill College 
on an Oxford Overnighter trip as we returned to the 
Culham Centre for Fusion Energy and the world 
famous Bodleian Library, film location for the 
Hogwart’s Infirmary. Avrey Camenforte reported, 
"Since it is the focal point of the European fusion 
research programme, it was a privileged opportunity 
to be toured by engineers and scientists at the centre, 

who also explained the fundamentals, concepts and 
foundations of the programme."  
 

Dawid Opalka was intrigued with the trip and ‘enjoyed 
deepening my knowledge of the site and the processes of 
nuclear fission and fusio’. Alex Williams thought that the 
trip was fun as, ‘we got to experience the nuclear fusion 
machine. However, I especially enjoyed visiting the Bodleian library, where Harry Potter 
was filmed.’ Lydia Burton, "enjoyed gaining an insight into the work done at Culham and 
being given a first-hand tour of the cutting edge equipment used to develop fusion 
energy." 
 

StAR Club 
StAR Club have been practising their soldering skills in preparation for the electronics aspects 
of future projects. Pupils have been constructing LED Christmas trees and in January, will 
start constructing their own radio transmitter and receiver to use in the Foundation licence. 
StAR Club have been invited to run an Amateur radio stand at next summer’s STEMFest and 
will hopefully be welcoming the ARISS team back to St Richard’s in June. 
 
Herstmonceux Telescope Supper  
Lower School pupils returned to Herstmonceux for our annual Telescope Supper with 
everyone enjoying the exclusive use of the science centre. Year 8’s Ryan Segal reported, ‘I 
really enjoyed Herstmonceux. We had a lovely dinner before being allowed to roam the corridors finding out about 
constellations and the Earth’s core. I got to sit in a chair that lifted me into the air by vacuum suction and we saw 
reflecting and refracting telescopes, including the world’s 12th biggest refractor. The floor of the observing dome can 
move up and down to use the telescopes and then we modelled Einstein’s theory of gravity using blankets and balls. 
A fantastic evening!’  Marx Ravanera agreed, adding ‘The Herstmonceux trip was a lot of fun. We learnt a lot about 
the telescopes and the mini activities in the hall near the dining area. The food was yummy.’ Zoe Castro and Frances 



 
Umel were excited to learn about the three types of telescope as well as explore 
the activities and Alvin reported the following, ‘The trip to Herstmonceux was a 
really fun opportunity to learn all about telescopes. We visited two domes – one 
with a small telescope and one with a gigantic one, all whilst exploring the rest of 
the place. We did many mini-activities which me and my friends had lots of fun 
with and also saw the science in it (sometimes anyway!)’ 
 

Year 9 Astronomers were able to revise their learning with ‘on the spot revision’ 
from Dr Sandra Voss.  
 

Stfc Schools’ Science Prize 
Congratulations to Year 9’s Dilys Cornford and Christian Whiteley on being 
selected as finalists in the Stfc National Competition the Schools’ Science Prize. 
The competition is run by the public outreach team at Rutherford Appleton 
laboratories in Oxford and the pupils will be tasked with presenting an AV 
presentation on ‘Why I Love Science’ to RAL scientists and engineers and the 
other competitors. Three Year 8 pupils will join them on the day which will also feature a guided tour of one of the 
world’s largest laser facilities, Vulcan. We wish them the best of luck in the contest. 

 

Extra-Curricular Science 
Young Investigators: Hands-on fun science activities for Year 7 exclusively on Friday at 12.45pm in Lab 7 with Mr 
Lahache. 
 

Fab Fizzix: Hands-on physics based fun organised by Year 10 DofE pupils for Year 8 - Monday at 12.45pm in Lab 4 
with Dr Durkin. 
 

StAR Club: St Richard’s Amateur Radio Club is open to anyone wishing to take an amateur radio Foundation licence 
or to continue to achieve an Intermediate licence. From January on Wednesdays 3.30 – 4.30pm in Lab 4 with HERC. 
 

CanSat: Upper School team preparing for national competition - Thursday 3.30-5.00pm in Lab 4. 
 

Forthcoming Science Trips (see upstairs notice board in Science) 
 

***** IoP Public Lectures ***** Winter Tuesday Evenings (tbc)   
A series of evening lectures over the winter months – letters available from Dr Durkin when dates confirmed. 
 

***** Bath***** 3rd to 5th April 2017 
A residential trip for Upper School pupils with cross-curricular links to Astronomy, Classics and English Literature – 
letters available now. 
 

 ***** Space Camp UK ***** Easter 2017 
A residential trip for Lower School pupils with a day at National Space Centre, roller-skating and a day at Duxford Air 
Museum - letters available January 2017. 
 

 
 

 

P.E. DEPARTMENT CLUBS/PRACTICES (JAN - FEB 2017) 

 

  

 Boys Girls 

MONDAY BADMINTON (WG) BADMINTON (WG) 

TUESDAY  BASKETBALL Year 7 & 8 (TL/KE) 

WEDNESDAY 
 RUGBY Year 7 – 11 (JGB) 

BASKETBALL Year 7 & 8 (MFE) 
FOOTBALL Year 7-11 (KE) 

 

THURSDAY BASKETBALL Year 9, 10 & 11 (MFE) FIXTURES 

FRIDAY FOOTBALL Year 7-11 (RV/JGB) BASKETBALL Year 9-11 (TL) 



 

PE Department News 

DANCE 

Induction Mass: On Thursday, 15th October the Year 7s 

took part in their Induction Mass, dancing a piece ‘Stand 

by You’. For many this was the first time they had 

performed in front of an audience. I would like to 

congratulate all who took part either performing or 

helping back stage.  
 

Year 8 Block Day: On the Year 8 block day this year 

cheerleading workshops were run for ‘Be the Best you can 

Be.’ This was a great 

opportunity for Year 8s 

to try something different. Due to the success of the day a 

request was made for a cheerleading class to be started. The 

new class is on Wednesday from 4.15-5.00pm and has been 

extremely well attended. Millie White, 8R, commented, ‘I really 

enjoyed taking part in the workshop. It was really fun to try 

something different and be able to perform tricks and lifts; I 

am really looking forward to the cheerleading club.’  

 
Feast of All Saints’ Mass and Year 10 Mass: The Dance 

Company took part in two Masses this tem dancing the Psalm 

‘Cry of the Poor’ and ‘Mercy.’ Well done to all those who took 

part and thank you for your hard work. 
 

Eastbourne Proms: The music and dance departments 

headed to the Winter Gardens on Monday, 7
th

 November for 

the Annual Eastbourne Proms performance. We danced pieces 

to ‘Hit the Road, Jack’ and ‘Bugle Boy’ accompanied by the 

choir and orchestra. The collaborative work between music 

and dance resulted in a spectacular performance. Well done 

to all those who took part. A big thank you to those parents 

who came to help on the evening.  
 

Prize Evening: Congratulations go to Jack Eaton 10L for receiving the Dance Cup at Prize 

Evening. Jack was awarded the prize for his commitment to the Dance Company.  
 

Boys’ Dance Company: It is lovely to see so many new faces in the boys’ Dance Company. They 

are currently working extremely hard on a piece for Time to Dance in February, where they will be 

performing at the White Rock Theatre in Hastings.  
 

Congratulations to Rocco Forte who on 16th November took part in the CBBC television 

programme, ‘My Life.' Rocco was also the recipient of a dance price at Prize Evening.  
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs: Next term is proving to be equally as busy with performances that we 

will be taking part in: Time to Dance, Great Big Dance Off and a trip to ‘Move it.’ Look out for all 

the details in the New Year.  
 

I would like to take the opportunity to say thank you and well done to the Dance Company for 

their hard work this term and for some amazing performances.  
 

Wishing you a peaceful and restful Christmas and New Year.  
 

 

Mrs Knight, Dance Teacher 

Dance Company Rehearsals and Clubs  

Monday 3.15-4.15pm Dance Company 

Tuesday 3.15-4.15pm Dance Company 

4.15-5.00pm Grade 3 Modern (Exam class) 

Wednesday 3.15-4.15pm Dance Company 

4.15-5.00pm Cheerleading Club (lower school) 

Thursday 3.15-4.00pm Year 7 Dance 

Friday   3.15-4.15pm Boys’ Dance Company 



 

PE NEWS 

Football District Trials success: Congratulations to the following pupils who have been 

selected to play for the SESSFA this season: 

Year 7 - Finlay Holter  

Year 8 - Quincey Gilbert and Aaron Cook  

Year 9 - Oskar Lockyer and Baxter Orchard  

Year 11 - Aidan Aspinall and Harry Loates  
 

Area Cross Country: Well done to all runners who represented the college at Battle 

Abbey School. There were some great individual performances with Olivia White and 

Noah Canby winning their races and Ruby Buck finishing 3rd.
 

The overall team results 

were girls finished 2nd and boys 4th. 
 

Badminton: Well done to the KS3 and KS4 teams who set St Richard’s sporting history by 

being the first pupils to play in an Area Badminton tournament. Although they lost more 

games than they won they really enjoyed the experience. The team members were: Harry 

Walker, Bradley Hare, Tony Stephen, Liam Harrison, Hannah Chan, Georgina Cockett, 

Larisa Lam, Hannah Heggie, Elizabeth Godson, Aleksandra Mianowana, Alexia Rodway 

and Hannah Eaton. 
 

SE Sussex Boys’ Football League Results 

Year 10 v St Leonards. Won 2-1. Year 8 v Claverham. Won 2-1. 

Year 9B v St Leonards. Won 4-0. Year 9B v Bexhill Academy A. Won 6-0. 

Year 8 v Robertsbridge. Won 4-1. Year 7A v Claverham. Lost 1-5. 

Year 7 v William Parker. Won 9-0. Year 7A v Bexhill Academy. Won 8-1. 

Year 7 v St Leonards Academy. Drew 1-1. Year 7B v Robertsbridge A. Lost 1-2. 

Year 11 v William Parker. Lost 1- 3. Year 10 v Claverham. Lost 2-8. 

Year 9 v Buckswood. Lost 2-3. Year 9B v Robertsbridge A. Lost 1-3. 
 

Oskar Lockyer has also been selected to play for the county team in the SE ESFA regional county 

competition. 
 

Hastings Area Boys’ Football Results 

Year 9 v Claverham. Won 11-2. 

Year 10 v William Parker. Drew 1-1. 

Year 11 v Buckswood. Won 6-3. 

Year 7B v St Leonards B. Won 5-1. 
 

Netball Results 

Year 8 v Rye. Drew 9-9. 

Year 9 v St Leonards Academy. Won 13-6. 

Year 8 v St Leonards Academy. Lost 22-7. 

Year 11 v Helenswood. Lost 3-13. 

Year 11 v St Leonards Academy. Lost 4-6. 

Year 7 v St Leonards Academy. Won 11-5. 
 

Girls’ Football County Cup Results 

U16 (Year 10&11) v Imberhorne. Won 3-1. 

U14 (Year 8&9) v Tanbridge House. Lost 1-2. 
 

Girls’ English Schools Football Association Results 

U15 (Year 9 & 10) v Buckswood. Won 13-0. 

U15 (Year 9 & 10) v Dorothy Stringer. Lost 2-5. 
 

HEALTHY SCHOOLS INITIATIVE 
 

East Sussex County Council has selected St Richard’s to take part in a programme of activities to raise 

awareness around healthy lifestyles and health activities. 
 

The first activity will begin after the Christmas holidays and will involve the Lower School pupils tracking 

their daily activity using a pedometer over a two week period. Other activities/events will follow over the 

next few months and further information will be forthcoming. 
 

 



 

St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2016/2017 (as at December 2016) 

Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided. 
 

Terms 1 and 2  
Advent Service      Monday, 19th December (7.00pm) 
Last Day of Term Two    Tuesday, 20th December (pupils finish at 1.15pm) 
Christmas Holidays Wednesday, 21st December to Monday, 2nd January  
 

Terms 3 and 4 
First Day of Term Three for pupils & staff  Tuesday, 3rd January 2017 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)   Thursday, 12th January (6.15pm) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)   Wednesday, 18th January (9.15am) 
Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 19th January (5.00-8.00pm) 
Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 2nd February (5.00-8.00pm) 
Year 9 Curriculum Evening    Thursday, 9th February (7.00pm) 
Last Day of Term Three    Friday, 10th February  
End of Term Holidays     Saturday, 11th February to Sunday, 19th February 
First Day of Term Four for pupils & staff  Monday, 20th February 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)   Wednesday, 8th March (9.15am) 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 9th March (5.00-8.00pm) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)   Thursday, 16th March (6.15pm) 
Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 23rd March (5.00-8.00pm) 
Last Day of Term Four    Friday, 31st March  
Easter Holidays      Saturday, 1st April to Monday, 17th April 
 

Term 5 and 6 
First Day of Term Five    Tuesday, 18th April  
School closed to pupils    Friday, 28th April 
Bank Holiday (school closed)   Monday, 1st May 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)   Wednesday, 3rd May (9.15am) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)   Thursday, 4th May (6.15pm) 
GCSE exams start     Monday, 15th May 
Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening   Thursday, 18th May (5.00-8.00pm) 
Last Day of Term Five    Friday, 26th May 
End of Term Holidays     Saturday, 27th May to Sunday, 4th June 
First Day of Term Six    Monday, 5th June 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)   Wednesday, 14th June (9.15am) 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)   Thursday, 15th June (6.15pm) 
Summer Fayre      Saturday, 24th June (11.00am-2.00pm) 
Inset Day (school closed for pupils)  Monday, 26th June 
Year 10 Work Experience Week   Week commencing Monday, 26th June 
Block Day      Tuesday, 4th July  
Confirmation Mass (Bexhill)    Saturday, 8th July (11.30am) 
Confirmation Mass (St Leonards)   Saturday, 8th July (3.00pm) 
Confirmation Mass (Our Lady of Ransom)  Saturday, 15th July 
Sports Day      Wednesday, 12th July 
Last Day of Term Six    Friday, 21st July 
 

Newsletter Acknowledgement 
Don’t forget to sign the newsletter acknowledgement no. 3 located in your son/daughter’s journal. 

 

Newsletter 
 

From January 2017, our newsletter will be published online in the penultimate week of each 

term. All pupils in a family need to have a signature from a parent/carer to indicate 

that the newsletter has been received and hopefully read. The acknowledgement is in 

the journal. It is important that this is signed within a week of publication, particularly 

when we have a planned half-day closure.  
 

If you would prefer to continue to receive a paper copy then please email your details 

to Mrs Klein (mrskleink@strichardscc.com) who will ensure this occurs. Any concerns 

about the new arrangements should also be emailed to her. 

 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

