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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I am sure by now you have heard of St Richard’s involvement in the ARISS project whether through witnessing it 
yourself in the school hall on Monday, 18th April or watching news clips on BBC News and YouTube. It was indeed a 
historic and privileged moment for the school to be able to speak to astronaut, Tim Peake, in his space station from 
our school hall. Tribute must be paid to Dr Durkin, the science team and the pupils involved in the project who had 
worked hard over the preceding months to be ready to not only talk to Tim but to send snippets of school life to him 
too. It was lovely to be able to share the moment with our local community of schools including some of our Diocesan 
schools. I was extremely proud of all involved: the Year 8 Presenters and Science Ambassadors; our radio licence 
holders who asked questions of Tim so eloquently and professionally; the Year 7 choir and all the staff who made the 
event possible. The question now is how can we build on this event? 
 

Other celebratory moments this term include: some members of the choir singing at the Induction Mass for the 
Diocesan Director of Education in Worth Abbey; sporting successes for a number of our teams including the Equestrian 
team; the Dance Company reaching the semi-finals of the Great British Dance Off; a record number of Maths 
Challenge Awards; the Music Showcase which took place on Wednesday, 27th April and the first of four Confirmation 
Services for Years 9 and 10 which took place at Our Lady of Ransom Church on Saturday. 
 

I was also pleased to receive notification this term that the SSAT had awarded the school two certificates for the 2015 
GCSE results for being in the top 10% of schools in the country for high average grades achieved by pupils and for 
progress made by pupils between KS2 and KS4. This is a wonderful achievement for the school and the pupils who 
worked so hard to achieve their results. 
 

As always within this newsletter, you will find details of the many events and activities that have occurred outside of 
the classroom this term. I would like to congratulate the pupils for their enthusiastic participation and the staff for the 
extra time given to organising and supervising such a wealth of activities. I cannot over-emphasise the importance of 
pupils developing their talents beyond the classroom as well as inside it. There have been extra revision classes for our 
Year 11 during the Easter holiday, before school, lunch-times, after school and on Saturdays. Thanks again to the staff 
who have really gone the extra mile to ensure Year 11 feel ready for their exams. 
 

Please keep Year 11 in your prayers as they journey through this exam period which began in earnest this week. We 
will be marking their departure from secondary education with a leavers’ service and celebration on Thursday, 16th 
June. We shall be very sorry to see them leave as they have contributed so much to the success of the college. 
Individually, they have made their mark and as a year group they have given generously of their time to clubs, 
activities, fundraising and looking out for the younger pupils. They leave us as young men and women with a range of 
talents and I am confident they will go on to make a real success of their lives. On behalf of the whole school 
community I wish them well, not only for the successful completion of their GCSEs but on the journey ahead where 
hopefully they will achieve beyond their dreams, be happy and continue to make a difference to the society in which 
they live. We look forward to celebrating their endeavours and successes and formally saying farewell at our 
Certificate and Prize Evening in November 2016.    
 

Please note that term six for pupils ends on Thursday, 21st July to allow for an extra day of Inset for staff. As we move 
into term six, pupils are allowed the option of wearing the school polo shirt. Parents/carers are reminded that 
purchase is not essential as a short-sleeved cotton shirt worn with the tie will keep the pupils just as cool. Please bear 
in mind that pupils are not allowed to wear a t-shirt under the polo shirt. 
 

The staff and I look forward to welcoming pupils back for the final term of the school year refreshed and ready for the 
opportunities and challenges ahead. Enjoy the holiday.  

 

Yours sincerely 



     

Message from the Chair of Governors 

Dr Durkin deserves our congratulations for arranging the ARISS project which was made possible 

through her enthusiasm and commitment. It was a fantastic and memorable occasion for all who 

attended. It was wonderful to share this with our local community who, alongside staff and pupils, 

witnessed the link to speak to Tim Peake as he passed overhead in space. Well done to the pupils 

involved in asking questions; they were a credit to the school. 
 

Over the past few months there have been several activities/trips that the pupils have taken part 

in, all of which enrich their educational experience. I am grateful to those staff who gave of their 

time to make these trips possible. Many clubs and activities are run during the week by staff and I 

also thank them on behalf of the Governors. I have been present at a number of activities 

involving pupils and all those involved have been a fine example for others to aspire to. Many 

revision sessions have also been arranged by staff to help pupils prepare for their exams and I trust 

pupils have appreciated this by attending them. 
 

Please try and support the PTFA Summer Fayre together with the Summer Show in July. They will, no 

doubt, be two very enjoyable events and I look forward to seeing you all there. There are many 

tasks carried out by those employed at the college and for those that go the “extra mile” I would 

like to thank them for the work that they put in.    
 

For those pupils who are at present sitting exams, I pray that you achieve or exceed your 

expected grades and that everyone in the college is trying to be “the best they can be”. With my 

thoughts and prayers. 
 

Keith Osborne, Chair of Governors 
 

YEAR SEVEN NEWS 

At this time of year I am always amazed at how fast the school year goes. Usually this is a time of 

reflection on how far we have come. Instead this year I would like to focus on the future and from 

reading all the Year 7 reports I know what a great year group they are. Hopefully, you have 

received your child’s report by now, but if you have not, please contact the college and we will 

get one sent to you.  
 

Term 6: We have several events coming up in term 6 which I would like to draw your attention to. 

Firstly, the Parent Consultation Evening is coming up on Thursday, 16th June. This evening will give 

you the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with all subject staff. Appointment sheets will 

be given to pupils in the last week of term. It would be great to see as many parents celebrating 

the successes of their child or discussing how best to support their child together with teachers. 

The second event is for Year 7 pupils and is a BBQ and Race for Life after school. The date for this is 

Friday, 15th July and a letter will be sent out prior to the event to confirm arrangements. This is 

usually a lovely way to finish the academic year. The other two events are Sports Day on 

Wednesday, 13th July and the summer production which runs over 3 evenings: 13th to 15th July. 
 

Online safety: An area that I have mentioned previously in newsletters is the safety of our young 

people online. We were privileged this term to experience a theatre group reinforcing the 

messages of staying safe on the internet. Sadly, it is all too common for young people to put 

themselves at risk so I would urge you to discuss with your child what sites they visit and what they 

are posting, be it writing or images of themselves. Two useful websites are: https://ceop.police.uk 

and http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk These websites give practical tips to parents and children 

about preventing or dealing with situations that they might encounter. 
 

PSHEe: In PSHEe next term we will examine the following themes: citizenship and parliament, 

staying safe online and circle time reflection.  
 

Mr Bligh, Pastoral Leader Year 7 (mrblighj@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR EIGHT NEWS 

Term 4 flew by at a hectic pace and included summative reports. Term 5 started with Parents’ 

Evening for our Year 8 pupils. It was excellent to see so many parents and carers attend and the 

mood was certainly very positive. Thank you to the 87 families who completed the survey on 

Parents’ Evening. I was delighted to see that 100% of you were pleased with how ‘your 

son/daughter is doing’ at school. Similarly, 100% of responses communicated that your child was 

https://ceop.police.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
mailto:mrblighj@strichardscc.com


     

‘safe and happy’ at school.  However, I am well aware from my day to day work, that pupils are 

not always happy. I encourage you to share problems and concerns with us at an early stage in 

order that we can intervene and restore things swiftly. Please find responses below to some of the 

points made: 

Transport: Feedback detailed several concerns around the overcrowding and reliability of the 

train service. Unfortunately, these two issues are beyond our control. Concerns of this nature 

should be directed to the respective company who is providing the service that you are paying 

for. There are also earlier trains from both Hastings and Eastbourne which are less crowded. 

Prefects do their very best to ensure the safety of pupils on trains and buses and are supported by 

staff and are guided by the LMT. If you feel it is necessary for your child to have a mobile phone to 

communicate during travel, please detail this in a letter to Miss Cronin. Once you have approval, 

mobile phones must be left at the school office at the start of the day. 

School Meals: A choice of meals is always provided, including healthier options. Different types of 

pasta sauces are on offer and there is an extensive salad bar. I often eat late in the lunch session 

after the vast majority of pupils have eaten and there is always a choice remaining for the last 

few. Please be assured, I have dined in many school canteens and the food offered to your 

children at lunch is varied, tasty and served to a high standard. Please refer to the ‘College Site’ 

part of the school homepage and access ‘Healthy Living’ for details of menus and prices. 

Behaviour: We do inform parents of significant behavioural problems but many lower level 

problems are managed without contacting home. If you require more information regarding your 

child’s behaviour please do email the relevant tutor as a first port of call. This can be done via the 

staff email addresses on the website homepage. In addition, and as previously mentioned, do 

encourage your child to report any concerns regarding pupil behaviour and friendship issues 

swiftly so that problems or incidents can be managed to a positive conclusion as soon as possible. 

Miscellaneous Comments: 

 We agree, we would like all-weather sports facilities and have been working towards this ever 

moving goal for over 10 years. 

 Recommended reading books; if you are unsure, please email the subject teacher. This can be 

done via the staff email addresses on the website homepage.   

 The Newsletter is currently being reproduced as an A5 booklet which has saved significantly on 

the printing cost. If you require a larger size, you may read it online at http://www.strichardscc. 

com/parents/newsletters or collect one from Mrs O’Brien. 

 Memory sticks were banned to increase the security of our computer system and reduce the 

instances of pupils transferring unwanted files onto school servers. Users of Windows will be able 

to attach documents using Internet Explorer and users of Apple will be able to use Safari to 

attach documents. Google Chrome does not support the necessary software. 

 Regarding the wearing through of elbows on school jumpers, if this should happen within the 

first six months of wear, please return the jumper so we can send it back to the manufacturer. 

 In response to cold classrooms during the winter, the school is heated throughout the winter 

months and the financial resources are in place to pay for this. 

 On Parents’ Evening, if Eastbourne pupils need to stay at school between the end of the school 

day and the start of Parents’ Evening, please make contact with the relevant Pastoral Leader.  

Summative Report: Thank you again for your very positive feedback regarding the changes to the 

format of your child’s report. Please be assured that comments regarding the types of statements 

in the report and the reporting system itself will be discussed and considered. 

Overall: Thank you for the many compliments and appreciative comments which you offered via 

the survey. As you know, your child’s teachers, and all staff, do work very hard and your kind 

words are extremely welcome and re-affirming. 
 

Charity Work: Mr Drake and 8F have been undertaking a 26.2 mile charity run. They are taking a 

mile each and compiling a video of their efforts, which we all look forward to seeing during their 

assembly in term 6. So far, the total raised is £337.64 and this will be split between CAFOD, Cancer 

Research and Alzheimer’s Research. In addition, William Brown from 8F, single handedly raised £30 

for CAFOD via a cake sale. 
 

8I and Miss Crawley held a chocolate raffle and sold tickets over several weeks. They managed to 

raise £44.07 for Cancer Research. Skye Alksaris in 8U was the delighted winner of the delectable 

basket of chocolate. 
 



     

The Barby Keel Animal Sanctuary are £26 better off thanks to the generous personal donations 

from 8L and Mrs Robertson. 
 

Lenten challenges were the focus of 8O and Miss Chong this year. Swimming, walking, dog 

walking and ‘guess the score’ competitions have combined to donate £119.55 to St Michael’s 

Hospice so far.   
 

Miss Neilan and 8H are planning a charity disco in term 6.  However, Eden Jennings and Duncan 

Norris have already completed a sponsored 12 mile walk for SOS Children which is a charity in 

Cambodia. They managed to collate a whopping £225 plus Gift Aid. 
 

On a personal note, I will be running my first marathon on 29th May at the Edinburgh Marathon 

Festival. My father’s daily commitment to care for my mother as Dementia tightened its grip on 

her spurred me into action to raise money to support research into Alzheimer’s and Dementia.  

The efforts of Ben Smith www.the401challenge.co.uk inspired me to take on a marathon. If he can 

run 401 consecutive marathons, I can run one. Thank you to Hastings Runners for their support and 

coaching. Please do drop a penny or two on the page www.virginmoneygiving.com/ 

ewancarradine if you can.  
 

PSHEe: All classes have now experienced input from the East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service. 

Current work is focussing on ‘Citizenship and Diversity’.  During term 5 and into term 6, all classes 

will be moving on to work related to: ‘Careers,’ ‘Financial Capability’ and ‘Risk’. Our Community 

Police Officer, PC Sarah Ellis, is due to retire before the end of this academic year. I would like to 

thank her for her extensive contribution to St Richard’s, including PSHEe lessons. Hopefully she will 

be able to spend one last session with each Year 8 class, providing education on alcohol, 

tobacco and drugs, before she calls it a day. We wish her the very best in her retirement and all 

that lies ahead. 
 

Be The Best You Can Be: It was a closely fought race through terms 3 and 4 but the winners of The 

CUP have been announced by Mr Varney. Form 8U were the winners, led by Mrs Carradine and 

Mrs Byrne. In term 5 & 6, I challenge the forms who have not yet realised a podium finish to see if 

they can collect more credits, avoid debits, participate in clubs and activities and truly BE THE BEST 

THEY CAN BE! 
 

Liturgy: In the first week of term 5, Year 8 enjoyed a year group Mass led by Father Gerard. The 

theme of the Mass was Trust. The message came through clearly and the pupils and adults greatly 

enjoyed Father Gerard’s Homily which made us all smile. 
 

In Term 5, it was the turn of form 8L and Mrs Robertson to present an assembly on ‘Courage.’ The 

assembly communicated stories from biblical times to modern day, through the mediums of 

drama, song and poetry. The pupils heard about lives lived courageously in the service of 

humanity as well as momentary courageousness and selfless acts. 8I and Miss Crawley were joined 

by Father David to celebrate their form Mass. The theme of the Mass was ‘Joy.’ 8I shared readings, 

poems and prayers as well as some of their favourite items.   
 

Trips, Events and Clubs: Unfortunately, there was not enough interest from Year 7 and Year 8 pupils 

to support the planned residential retreat to the St Vincent’s Centre in Whitstable, Kent. This is the 

Southwark Diocesan Youth Retreat Centre which offers retreat programmes for school groups, 

parish Confirmation and Youth Groups (aged 11-18). Time spent at the centre is led by the 

programme staff and peer ministry team who work alongside visiting chaplains, catechists, 

teachers and youth workers. I hope that Year 8 pupils will consider future opportunities to have fun 

and explore their faith with friends. 
 

Many Year 8 pupils are currently working hard as part of this year’s musical production, entitled 

‘Thoroughly Modern Millie.’ I anticipate a trip back in time through music and dance, telling the 

romantic tale from 1922 New York. 
 

The Dance Company simply goes from strength to strength this year. Many Year 8 pupils were in 

the competition teams who competed at the regional heat of the ‘Great British Dance Off’ 

competition. Unfortunately, neither performance managed to proceed to the National Final this 

year. You may be aware that the ‘Boys Dance Club’ is going from strength to strength on each 

Friday after school. The boys are currently working on a piece which will be included in the school 

musical. Thank you to Mrs Knight for all she has done with our Year 8 pupils. 
 

http://www.the401challenge.co.uk/
http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/%20ewancarradine
http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/%20ewancarradine


     

Congratulations to the Year 8 Boys’ Football Team who narrowly missed out on winning the English 

Schools Area Cup. They fought back from 4-1 down to lose 4-3 against a Causeway side who are 

already in a National final. It was an incredible match at The Dripping Pan in Lewes! 
 

The winter finally came to an end and we are now enjoying lighter nights. Please do discuss extra-

curricular activities with your sons and daughters and encourage them to get involved if they 

haven’t done so already. 
 

Mr Carradine, Pastoral Leader Year 8 (mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR NINE NEWS 
 

Year 9 have had a successful term five. I have been delighted to award another 12 postcards for 

hard work and success in a variety of subjects. 
 

PSHEe: In PSHEe we are studying DATE: Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco Education. With an emphasis 

on making smart decisions, not bowing to peer pressure and particularly looking at the dangers 

and perils of trying these substances, we hope to educate and inform our young people. 
 

Parties: I would advise that if your child asks to go on a sleepover or to a party you make sure you 

have contact with the parents/carers of the pupil hosting and ensure that the parents or a 

responsible adult will be present. 
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs: I am really pleased to see so many Year 9 pupils involved in extra-curricular 

activities and clubs. I would urge you to encourage your child to get involved with as many 

activities as they can, especially now the weather has improved. 
  

Mr Doherty, Pastoral Leader Year 9 (mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com) 

YEAR TEN NEWS 
 

My thanks to the Year 10 pupils who have organised and participated in a variety of fundraising 

events this academic year, particularly during Lent. Well done and thank you for your efforts. 

Events included: cake sales, Easter egg raffles, sponsored events, Fair Trade coffee and hot 

chocolate event, CAFOD sponsored walk, sweet sales, End Polio Now campaign, Fair Trade and 

the Sponsored Sleepout for Snowflake. 
 

Exams: The Year 10 exams will take place from 13th-24th June. This is an excellent opportunity for 

our Year 10 pupils to prepare and practise for their GCSE examinations. I will issue the exam 

timetable in the near future and will speak to the pupils in an assembly about the importance of 

these exams. I am looking forward to them approaching the exams with maturity and 

determination. Please ensure that your son/daughter is continuing to follow a revision timetable at 

home and please understand that if he/she is asked to attend an intervention session then he/she 

is expected to do so. It is not optional. The sessions are being run to support the pupils’ learning.  

Please note that Year 10 have their GCSE Science Exam on Friday, 10th June. 
 

PSHEe: This term the focus in PSHEe is very much on work experience. The year group received a 

work experience presentation from former pupils on Tuesday, 3rd May. The presentation was 

relevant and informative and was very well received by the pupils.  
 

Work Experience: A reminder that work experience week is Monday, 27th June to Friday, 1st July 

inclusive. All parental/pupil agreement forms should now be returned. If you have any questions 

regarding work experience, please contact Mrs Adams.  
 

Charity Car Wash: A group of Year 10 pupils 

have been giving up their time after school to 

wash staff cars. For a small donation of £3, 

members of staff have been booking their car 

in with the pupils and in return, driving off in a 

gleaming vehicle! It has proved so popular that 

the pupils are extending the event into the next 

week as well as the past fortnight. Thank you 

and well done to: Hannah Claasen, Rumbidzai 

Mapanzure, Russell Beattie, Elisha Edwards and 

Luca Wells.   
 

mailto:mrcarradinee@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrdohertyr@strichardscc.com


     

Prefects: All current Year 10 pupils who wanted to offer help as a temporary prefect put their 

names forward this term. They were then chosen completely at random. These pupils will now 

conduct 3 duties a week over the next 3 weeks to get a flavour of what it means to be a prefect. 

At the end of three weeks another group of pupils (those who put themselves forward but didn't 

get randomly picked out) will have their 3 week experience of being a prefect. 
  

Prefect selection takes place in term 6. Pupils will receive clear information about what they need 

to do to apply in an assembly early on in term 6. They will need to show that they have been 

collecting prefect points and working towards The CREST Award, alongside a supporting letter 

which outlines their contributions to the life of the school to date. Our streamlining of Prefects this 

year produced a very strong, effective and hard working group of Year 11 prefects who led our 

school incredibly well. We hope for the same from the new team.   
  

Those pupils interested in the role of Head Girl/Boy or Deputy Head Girl/Boy should be aware that 

they will need to attend an interview with members of the senior management team and 

Governing Body. They will also need to be filmed for a one minute presentation to pupils on why 

they should be elected to these important roles. Perhaps a time for thinking this all through is this 

coming holiday. 
 

Miss Easton, Pastoral Leader Year 10 (misseastonk@strichardscc.com) 
 

YEAR ELEVEN NEWS 
 

We continue to be delighted with the conduct and attitude of Year 11. We realise this is a 

challenging time for them as they have now entered into the full swing of the examinations and 

we are doing all we can to support them through it. Pupils are at school full time until Thursday, 

16th June. This is our St Richard’s feast day so will be a lovely way to celebrate with the Year 11s. 

Pupils are to come to school in full uniform that morning. They are welcome from 8.30am as Miss 

Cronin is providing refreshments for Year 11 and staff to join in celebration together. After this, 

pupils will remain in the hall for a special service celebrating the growth in their learning, faith and 

friendship over the past 5 years. Pupils will also get an opportunity to spend time in their form 

groups with their form tutors. They will then leave just before break which allows them the time 

needed to go home and revise ahead of Friday’s exams. We hope this will be a lovely memory for 

them. 
  

Train times for Thursday, 16th June: 

Hastings pupils: trains are at 11.24am and 11.34am.  

Eastbourne pupils: 11.24am and 11.35am. 
  

Bus times:  98 Bus - Devonshire Road to Eastbourne leaves 05 and 45mins past the hour 

                        Devonshire Road to Hastings leaves 00 and 25mins past the hour 

99 Bus - Devonshire Road to Eastbourne leaves 03, 23 and 43 past the hour 

                         Devonshire Road to Hastings leaves 08, 28 and 48 past the hour 
  

School IT and dinner accounts will be closed on the day of each pupil’s final examination. Can I 

remind all pupils that they must be in full and correct uniform throughout the entire examination 

period. They must also ensure that they have completed their leaver's form which confirms they 

have returned all books and paid all outstanding monies. 
  

Prom: The Prom takes place on Friday, 24th June. Please ensure that if you are hiring a limousine 

that it is correctly licensed. East Sussex Police carry out regular checks in Prom season and it would 

spoil the whole evening if your son or daughter’s car was stopped that night. 
  

I imagine that this is a very emotional time for both parents and pupils as they come to the end of 

their time at St Richard’s. It has been a pleasure to work with you all and as a staff we have 

enjoyed watching the young people blossom and grow into such delightful young men and 

women. I have no doubt that they have made you proud and that they will continue to do so in 

the future. They have been an asset to our school and will be missed dearly. 
 

Mrs Bligh, Vice-Principal & Pastoral Leader Year 11 (mrsblighd@strichardscc.com) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:misseastonk@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsblighd@strichardscc.com


     

Mission Statement 
A great deal of work has gone into re-writing our Mission Statement and I thank all pupils, parents, 

staff, governors and clergy for their thoughtful comments. It felt like a really collaborative and 

united approach. We would welcome any further comments from parents. 
 

The next exciting stage is for pupils to come up with an image that would best represent our 

Mission (this can be done in any art form of a pupil’s choosing). As well as seeing your design 

around our school, on our literature and website you will also win a £25 voucher. All entries are to 

be submitted to Mrs Bligh by Friday, 10th June (so you have half term to come up with ideas). Best 

of luck to you all and we can’t wait to see the entries. Below is our draft of the revised Mission 

Statement. 
 

Mission Statement  
Comitas, Caritas, Scienta 

St Richard’s Catholic College is a caring community where all are welcomed in the spirit of 

Christian love and respect. 
 

Our school encourages the wonder and joy of learning, enabling all to flourish and grow together 

in friendship, knowledge and faith. 
 

We aspire to be courageous, having the integrity and the spiritual strength to make a positive 

difference in the world, both now and in the future, cherishing our school motto of Community, 

Charity and Knowledge. 
 

‘I have come so that all may have life, and have it to the full.’ (John 10:10)  
 

 

Polo Shirts - Supporting Fairtrade 

Polo shirts will be available for purchase from Reprographics in preparation for term 6. Parents at 

our Parental Focus Group and pupils from our School Council voted to order Fairtrade polo shirts 

this year. These are £9 each. Please be aware before you purchase, that we regularly review our 

summer uniform and cannot guarantee the use of polo shirts next year. If you would rather not 

buy a polo shirt for this reason, then short sleeved shirts (worn with the tie) are an alternative. Those 

wearing polo shirts must ensure they are tucked in neatly at all times. 
 

 

 

St Richard’s wins awards for Exceptional 2015 Results 
St Richard’s Catholic College has been nationally recognised for its 2015 performance by the Schools, 
Students and Teachers Network (SSAT). Educational outcomes data analysis from SSAT has shown that 
the school is in the top 10% of non-selective schools nationally for high average grades achieved by pupils 
and the top 10% nationally for progress made by pupils between their Key Stage 2 results at Primary 
School and their Key Stage 4 results. The school’s SSAT Educational Outcome awards was presented last 
week at a regional celebration event held to draw attention to the work of high-achieving, improving and 
innovating schools and teachers. 
Sue Williamson, Chief Executive of SSAT said: “It’s my 
great pleasure to commend St Richard’s Catholic College 
on their excellent 2015 performance, and to have the 
opportunity to highlight and share their great work at the 
SSAT Educational Outcomes celebration evening. I have 
the privilege of visiting a lot of schools and I am always 
impressed by the creativity of teachers in engaging and 
inspiring their students. I hope that SSAT’s Educational 
Outcomes awards will highlight the professionalism, 
commitment and hard work of the leaders, teachers and 
pupils at St Richard’s Catholic College. Recognising and 
sharing successes like these are at the heart of SSAT’s 
mission, so I’m delighted to congratulate St Richard’s 
Catholic College on their achievement.”  



     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
What’s been happening in German club?  
We have been playing board games and practising lots of 
German. If you would like to get involved and create your own 
board game, come along to B5 every Monday lunchtime. All 
year groups are welcome! 
 
Film Night: Back by popular demand! 
Do you love football? If so, come along to our fantastic football 
film night. We will be watching ‘Das Wunder von Bern’ on 
Wednesday, 25th May at 3:15pm in B5. Snacks will be provided – you are 
welcome to bring your own as well! 
 

French Club News 
Year 1O helpers, Amy and Megan Tattersall, have been busy preparing to introduce 
‘Monopoly’ in French to our French Club members. They have put together a guide to the 
useful French phrases needed to play the game. Laura Nobrega has also created a set of 
online interactive games which the pupils can use to learn the essential phrases 

confidently. The challenge is now set for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils to come along and have a go! Our 
friendly Upper School helpers would love to welcome old and new 
members to join us in B14 on Monday lunchtime from 1-1.30pm! We are 
planning to use some of the new MFL department board games over the 
next month to practise French whilst having some fun! 
 

MFL Spanish Club 
As part of the school wide celebration of the link up with British astronaut, Tim 
Peake, Year 8 pupil and MFL club attendee Andrea De Freitas Rodriguez, created 
a space themed quiz in Spanish as a fun vocabulary challenge for fellow pupils. 
The quiz was a rocketing success! Well done!   
 

Mandarin for the More Able 你好 
The MFL department at St Richard’s are making plans to make the most of a unique 
opportunity made to a selection of schools in the Rother area. We are hoping to invite 
pupils from Year 7 and 8 to take part in a 5 week pilot of ‘My Chinese Teacher’. This is 

an online programme which is being taught in over 80 schools globally. It involves a Chinese teacher from 
Beijing being broadcast live using video-conferencing software. Pupils will get a fantastic chance to learn 
Mandarin Chinese with a native speaker and get an exciting introduction to the Chinese Culture.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
        MFL NEWS 
                  

 

MFL Club meets 
Every Monday: 12:45pm until 1:30 pm 

French (B14) Spanish (B13) German (B5) 

This Month’s Fun Factoids 
Children in Germany get a ‘Schultüte’ on the first day of 
school which is a giant paper cone filled with stationery and 
sweets. 
 

May 1st is widely known as the International Labour Day 
when all trade unions parade in the major cities, but in 
France 1st May is also the “Fête du Muguet” (lily of the 
valley) when the French greet each other with a sprig or a 
small bouquet of lily of the valley, a flower that is considered 
a lucky charm. 
 

There is no tooth fairy in Spain. Instead, the Spanish have 
a legend called ‘Ratoncito Perez,’ a mouse who exchanges 
children’s teeth for gifts. 
 

Across 
1. 2 in French 
4. 3 in Spanish 
5. 5 in Spanish 
7. 4 in German 
Down 
1. 2 in Spanish 
2. 1 in French 
3. 5 in German 
4. 3 in French 
5. 4 in Spanish 
6. 2 in German 

 

Number Quiz 



     

Careers Information 
CALLING ALL FORMER PUPILS 
Did you go to St Richard’s Catholic College? If you’re a former pupil who would like to support current pupils, the 
college would love to hear from you! Right now, there are pupils in the assembly hall where you once sat, facing 
similar challenges and opportunities that you did. Being connected to you could really help them. The college is one 
of more than 500 state schools across Britain which have registered with the charity Future First to set up networks 
of former pupils or alumni. Future First’s vision is that every state school or college should be supported by a 
thriving, engaged alumni community that helps it to do more for its pupils. More than 50,000 former pupils across 
Britain have already signed up to stay connected with their old school. They are inspiring young people in a number 
of ways: as career and education role models, mentors or e-mentors, work experience providers, governors, donors 
or fundraisers. It doesn’t matter when you left school, whether you’re in further education or employment, whether 
you still live nearby or have moved further away; there are still ways you can help! You can sign up to Future First’s 
alumni scheme by following this link: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student-ms-s1/strichards 
 

INVESTORS IN CAREERS 
The kitemark for quality careers education and guidance, Investors in Careers, which St Richard’s Catholic College 
currently holds is due to be re-assessed. Re-assessment involves 3 outcomes:  
1. The college is maintaining its commitment to the Investors in Careers standards – this includes showing that the 

whole school is committed to the award. 
2. The college maintains the Investor in Careers standard during the lifetime of the original award. There will be a 

one day visit from an independent, external advisor – they will tour the college, meet pupils and staff and be 
looking at a portfolio of evidence. 

3. The college provides evidence of innovative practice – this will be one element that I will highlight that the 
college does particularly well. I will also highlight some of the other elements that the college does such as the 
pirates stem project in Science and the careers fayre. 

If successful the college will be given the award for a further three years. 
 

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE  
Mock Interview Morning: During PSHEE Year 10 pupils are currently working on a programme preparing them for 
their work experience placements. As part of this programme, on Tuesday 7th June, all of the Year 10 pupils will take 
part in a morning of activities. This will involve writing letters to their placements, completing medical forms, looking 
at health and safety and also how to contact their work placements prior to the actual week. The pupils will also 
have a 20 minute interview with a local employer. The pupils are asked to come to school on this morning dressed 
appropriately for an interview. This does not mean that the pupils should go and buy new clothes or even suits for 
this day. I recommend that the boys wear their school shirts and trousers with a different colour tie and that the girls 
wear a smart skirt or trousers with an appropriate top. High heels are not allowed on this day. The interviewer will 
comment on the pupils CVs (which they have already prepared in school), their dress and how they answered the 
questions posed to them. 
 

Agreement Form: Just a quick reminder, all Year 10 pupils must hand in their signed parent/carer agreement form. 
This must be signed by the parent/carer and the pupil. Without this form the placement will not be allowed to go 
ahead. If the form has been lost, a replacement can be obtained from myself. Before the form is signed, please check 
the details about any Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), which is required for the placement. If there are any 
problems in supplying the PPE, please contact me as soon as possible. 
 

Contacting their Employer: As part of the preparation for work experience, each pupil is expected to contact their 
employer via telephone. This enables the pupil to check vital details such as; what to wear, the hours they will be 
working and who they should report to on their first day. It also reminds the employer that they have a pupil soon 
arriving for work experience. To help ensure that every pupil has made this contact, please complete the slip below 
and return to your son/daughter’s form tutor, by Tuesday, 14th June 2016. If the employer is not available during the 
evening, please get your son/daughter to come and see me during the school day and a telephone will be made 
available. Should you have any questions regarding work experience preparation or the week itself, please contact 
Mrs Adams. 
 

If you have any queries regarding careers information, advice and guidance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Mrs Adams, Careers and Work Experience Co-ordinator (mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com) 

 

Year 10 Work Experience Preparation - Please return to your son/daughter’s Form Tutor 
Pupil’s Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  Form: …………………………………. 
I can confirm that my son/daughter has contacted their work experience placement via telephone. 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………. Parent/Carer    Date: ………………………………………………………………..  

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student-ms-s1/strichards
mailto:mrsadamsc@strichardscc.com


     

Careers Trips 
The Big Futures Show: On Wednesday, 20th April a small group of Year 10 pupils visited the Big Futures Show in 
Eastbourne, where they were able to speak to a wide range of local and national employers, and representatives 
from local colleges. Pupils also had the opportunity to gain careers information from the National Careers Service 
and received information about apprenticeships.  
Be the Change: A small group of Year 9 pupils have been taking part in the Be the Change programme since the 
beginning of March, alongside pupils from several other local schools. So far they have received mentoring from 
local business leaders and have attended two training sessions run by Love Local Jobs. During these sessions they 
have been examining how positive attitudes and behaviour can affect their success in school and in later life. They 
have also taken on the responsibility of becoming role models for Year 5 and 6 pupils from local primary schools. 
They are nearing the end of their programme, with just one visit to their mentor’s workplace left, before their award 
ceremony.                                                                                                                                                                       Miss Crawley 
 

 
Keeping your child safe online - A checklist for parents and carers 
As a parent you’ll probably know how important the internet is to children and young people. They use it to learn, 
play, socialise and express themselves in all types of creative ways. This may be through sharing photos and videos, 
blogging, gaming, or even developing their own apps. It is a place of amazing opportunities. 
 

The technology children use in their daily lives can seem daunting. You might worry about the risks they can face 
online, such as bullying, contact from strangers, as well as the possibility of access to inappropriate or illegal content. 
To help them stay safe, it’s important that you understand how your child uses the internet. 
 

By following this simple checklist, you can start to protect them and decrease the risks they face: 
 I have asked my child to show me sites they use – By doing so, your child is including you in their online life and 

social activity. Show an interest and take note of the names of their favourite sites. You can then re-visit these 
when you are alone. Take your time and explore the space;  find out how to set the safety features and learn 
how to report any issues directly to the site. 

 I have asked my child to set their profile settings to private – Social networking sites, such as Facebook, are 
used by children to share information, photos and just about everything they do! Encourage your child to set 
their privacy settings to private. They need to think about the information they post online as it could be copied 
and pasted anywhere, without their permission. If it got into the wrong hands, somebody may wish to use it 
against them or worst of all try to locate them in the real world. 

 I have asked my child about their online friends – We know that people lie online about who they are and may 
create fake identities. It is very important children understand this. Whether they are visiting a social network 
or a gaming site, the safety messages are the same. Children and young people must never give out personal 
information and only be “friends” with people they know and trust in the real world. 

 I have set appropriate parental controls on my child’s computer, mobile and games console – Filters on 
computers and mobiles can prevent your child from viewing inappropriate and possibly illegal content. You can 
activate and change levels depending on your child’s age and abilities. You can also set time restrictions for 
using the internet or games. They can be free and easy to install. Call your service provider who will be happy to 
assist or visit CEOP’s parents' site for further information. Explain to your child why you are setting parental 
controls when you talk to them about their internet use. 

 My child has agreed to tell me if they are worried about something online – Sometimes children get into 
situations online where they don’t feel comfortable or see something they don’t want to see. By opening up the 
communication channels and talking to your child about the internet, their favourite sites and the risks they 
may encounter, they are more likely to turn to you if they are concerned about something. 

 I know where to get help if I’m concerned about my child – The CEOP Safety Centre provides access to a range 
of services. If you are concerned that an adult has made inappropriate contact with your child you can report 
this directly to CEOP. You can also find help if you think your child is being bullied, or if you’ve come across 
something on the internet which you think may be illegal. 

Visit the Safety Centre at www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre. For further help and guidance on all the information 
mentioned please visit: www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents. 

http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre


     

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Worth Abbey: Weeks of rehearsals came to an end when on Thursday, 28th April, Mrs Byrne and a 
choir of thirty singers participated in a Mass at Worth Abbey in West Sussex. The Mass was to 
celebrate the Induction of Marie Ryan as Director of Education for the Diocesan Service. Our choir led 
a couple of the hymns, including a beautiful part arrangement of ‘As the deer pants for the water’ 
(perhaps my favourite hymn!) Well done to all involved! 
ARISS/Tim Peake Event: Year 7 had the ‘once in a lifetime’ chance to make history when they took part in making a 
recording of David Bowie’s ‘Starman’ which was sent to Tim Peake aboard the International Space Station. Every 
member of Year 7 took part in this very special event, which was, I’m sure, something they will never forget! 
 

Music Showcase: On Wednesday, 27th April, the music department presented a varied showcase of music. It was a  
great opportunity for our young musicians to perform solo or duet items in a relaxed and supportive 
environment. It’s hard to single out individual performers for praise, as there was a programme of over thirty items, 
but just to give an idea of the variety  the evening started with Mr Coldwell’s String Ensemble performing ‘Preludium 
and Gavotte’ by Shostakovich; Amy Tattersall performed her own composition ‘Midnight’ for Cello and Piano; Sean 

Hayden-Ling performed the immensely complex ‘Remembrance’ theme from ‘Schindler’s List’ 
on violin; Ben Stotesbury-Byrne sang ‘Bring him home’ from ‘Les Miserables’ with a huge 
amount of expression; Luca Wells performed the phenomenally difficult ‘Capricio Arabe’ on 
Classical Guitar; Molly Casares sang a haunting cover of Blondie’s ‘Call me’; Elisha Edwards 
sang an engaging and intense version of Labyrinth’s ‘Jealous’ and Alfie Differ and Owain 
Lusted finished the evening with a powerful rendition of Jason Mraz’s ‘I 
won’t give up’. Particularly impressive were several performances of 
music from memory, and Noah Canby, in particular, deserves credit for 

his accomplished performance of a Chopin Nocturne. Sofie Jasiewicz-Gill (violin) and Edward Ball 
(piano) performed ‘Truce’ by Tyler Joseph. Throughout her time at St Richard’s, Sofie has been a 
loyal member of the Orchestra, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank her publicly 
for her commitment to the extra-curricular life of the music department throughout Years 7-11. 
Well done to everyone who performed; you are all deserving of an individual mention if space 
allowed! More than £100 was collected at the end of the evening, which will help to purchase equipment for the 
music department.   
 

Drum Club Performance: Members of ‘Drum Club’, directed by East Sussex Music’s Ben Thomas, performed in the 
Year 7 assembly on Friday, 13th May. There was a real carnival atmosphere as they played their high energy, samba 
inspired ten minute long piece to an appreciative audience. Well done to all! Drum Club is currently recruiting for 
new members – rehearsals are held most Thursday lunchtimes in the music area. 
Mr Roadknight, Subject Leader – Music 

DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
   

GCSE Drama: The Year 11 drama pupils are now a matter of days away from their final exam, and they are busy 
revising hard. I am sure they will all achieve the grades they deserve after their performances were of such a high 
standard. Good luck – and keep revising!  
Shakespeare Schools Festival: I am happy to announce that St Richard’s has secured a place in this year’s 
Shakespeare Schools Festival which will be hosted at The White Rock for the first time! The festival takes place in 
theatres across the country in November, and our contribution this year will be an adaptation of ‘King Lear.’ I am 
opening this opportunity up to our Year 7, 8 and 9 drama club members who have shown such enthusiasm so far this 
year. This is set to be a really exciting project and rehearsals will begin in term 6. “We that are young shall never see 
so much, nor live so long.” 
 



     
Thoroughly Modern Millie: The show rehearsals are well under way, with our cast singing, dancing and learning lines 
at least three nights a week. Well done for all your commitment so far, and don’t forget if you want to help out 
backstage in any way we are always on the lookout for volunteers. Please see myself or Mr Peachment for a 
rundown of production duties.  

 

The Arts Award: For anyone 
who hasn’t seen me with 
their portfolio this term, 
please pop into the drama 
studio, and well done on all 
the fantastic Arts Award 
work I have seen so far! Keep 
it coming…  
 

Mrs Dunster (mrsdunsters@ 
strichardscc.com)  
 
 
 

ART DEPARTMENT 
   

GCSE Art: We are almost at the end of term 5 which means both our Year 11 groups have now completed their AQA 
GCSE examination and submitted all coursework. Mr Halligan and I have internally moderated all the work and await 
our external moderator. We are looking forward to exhibiting all the work around the college as the standard is very 
high this year. Good luck to all our Year 11s who are now using their Art time for exam revision.  The Year 10 GCSE 
groups have now finished the Mock Exam and are preparing for the major portfolio project.  
 

Competition Winner: Congratulations to Brooke Murphy whose Peace Poster Competition entry has gone on to be 
judged in the South East regional finals.  
 

Key Stage 3: All the Key Stage Three pupils are working well in Art and Design, Ceramics and Fine Art. Year 7 face and 
figure drawing is going really well and the Landscape project is referencing Turner, Monet and Hockney. The ceramic 
nightlight project is almost complete and pupils will begin to paint next term. All groups are designing with 
enthusiasm. Year 8 Fine Art are working on Landscape and making prints.  Year 8 ceramics groups are all focused on 
designing their novelty teapots which they will also complete before the May holiday. Year 9 Fine Art groups are 
working on Montages and Year 9 Ceramics groups are all in coming to the end of constructing a sculpture inspired by 
personal symbols and Native American Indian Totem Poles. 
 

Bronze Arts Award: After last year’s success with the Bronze Arts Award our new cohort are now meeting regularly 
to prepare for the summer production, ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’. Pupils who didn’t take part in the Bronze Award 
last year but would like to help out please see Mrs Dunster or myself. The Art Department and English Department 
are also collaborating on an exciting project at The Jerwood Gallery in Hastings. This enrichment will prove 
invaluable for our pupils.  
 

Artist in Residence: Our artist in residence Keith Pettit - a designer, sign maker and wood engraver from Lewes in 
East Sussex – will return to work with the Year 10 pupils towards the end of term 6. Keith lives and works in his 
native Sussex. Driven by his lifelong urge to create, his artistic output takes many forms. He is an incredibly 
accomplished wood engraver, achieving increasing critical and commercial success. His sculptures are equally varied; 
from the towering bonfires to more permanent public sculpture. Letter and lettering are a common thread 
throughout his career. Our pupils’ GCSE portfolios will benefit from Keith’s artistic experience over a period of time.  
 

Mr Peachment 
 

 Interested in Teaching? 
If you are a past pupil or parent/carer with a good quality degree and are interested in teaching, why not consider 
Thrive Teaching School Alliance as your training provider?  Alongside the University of Sussex based in Brighton, we 
offer a School Direct route into teaching which awards you a PGCE and Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) upon its 
completion. Within the Thrive Teaching School Alliance (Search on UCAS) we have many training places available at 
St Richard’s and within our other partner schools for September 2016. For some subjects, funding is also available. 
Have a look on the college’s website under ‘Teaching schools’ or contact mrswoode@strichardscc.com for more 
information.  

Parents and carers - do you have any 

1920’s style dresses, jackets, hats, 

gloves or accessories hiding in your 

wardrobes? 
 

If so, WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

We would be really grateful for any 

donations (that will be looked after 

and returned posthumously) to help 

make our show look as sparkly as 

possible…  

mailto:mrsdunsters@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrsdunsters@strichardscc.com
mailto:mrswoode@strichardscc.com


     

Duke of Edinburgh Award Update 

The 42 Year 10 Bronze participants are now one step 
closer to completion of their expedition having 
attended a training day on Saturday, 7th May. The 

teams undertook a comprehensive first aid course, 
delivered by a trainer from Adventure Lifesigns; completed route 

plans for the final expedition in June and practised pitching the 
tents that will become their homes for a weekend. Thanks to staff 
Miss Machin, Mrs Gaines, Mrs Nicholls and Dr Durkin for giving up 

their time to enable this to happen; 
thanks also to Mr Durkin for coming in 

to help. On May 21st, teams will be 
heading out for the practice expedition 
to put everything they learnt into 

practice, except the first aid, hopefully! 
  

Year 9 participants have now been 
enrolled and have started their journey towards achieving Bronze 

DofE. We hope you enjoy the journey and look forward to going on 

expedition with you next year. 
 

Year 7 John Muir Award 
Groups continue to visit the beach on a weekly basis and have had some 
fantastic days with stunning weather and beautiful scenery. Dates for the 

woodland day in June have now been fixed and all of those who have 
begun their John Muir Award this year will be travelling to Ashburnham 

for an activity-packed day that will include; bushcraft, orienteering, a low 
ropes course exercise, problem solving challenges and planting in the 
walled garden. Due to the size of the groups we are taking, it would be 

very useful if we could find a few willing parents who would be happy to 
come along and get stuck in with the teams. If you’re reading this and imagining yourself 

giving Bear Grylls a run for his money on a hostile deserted island, then it could be right up 
your street! Anyone interested in helping can contact me on 

dharwood@strichardscc.com. 

This event is a first for us so we 
hope it is great fun and that the 

pupils involved will learn more 
about themselves and the wild 
places around them. Letters with 

more information about the trip 
will be circulated to those 

involved before the May holiday. 
 

 

Year 10 Certificate of Personal Effectiveness 

A group of pupils in Year 10 have decided to improve the school by tackling the weed filled 
raised beds at the back between Link 3 and Science. The first stage was to get rid of the 
weeds and come up with a plan for planting. After some careful research it was decided that 

one of the beds will become a herb garden while the other will contain a more visually 
striking arrangement of plants. By sharing the tasks out and working as a team the group 

managed to get stage one completed during P5&6 on Friday afternoon 
and aim to start 
planting in a week’s 

time. The person with 
the yellow gloves on is 

Mrs Kelly, getting stuck 
in as usual; well-done 
Mrs Kelly, your skills in 

every area never fail to 
amaze us! 

mailto:dharwood@strichardscc.com


     

Year 10 Morocco Expedition Update 

The Morocco team survived a tough weekend yomping 
around the Brecon Beacons at the end of April, testing their 
legs before setting off in July to hike up North Africa’s 

highest Peak, Jabal Toubkal. The temperature wasn’t exactly 
Moroccan but by Welsh standards it couldn’t have been much 

better. The team were responsible for all the shopping and 
cooking, which I was a little nervous about, but they did an 
excellent job of spending the food budget in Aldi before we 

left. They even managed to secure a couple of trays of 
profiteroles which made for a very civilised dessert. The journey there 

was hampered by traffic resulting in a very late arrival and some 
hilarious tent erecting shenanigans in 
the dark. Saturday involved a 7 hour 

walk from England into Wales and on 
Sunday morning another 3 hours 

walking on the English side of the 
border. Thankfully, the journey home 
went much more smoothly and if you 

have never been to Cobham services it 
comes highly recommended by all members of the team, 

especially Alex! 
 

Mr Harwood (DofE Coordinator) 
 

Parliament Visit 
 

Two Year 11 pupils, Orla Phipps 11O and Stephanie Deans 11O, have recently been elected onto the East 

Sussex Youth Cabinet. Just before the Easter holidays they had 

the opportunity to visit the Houses of Parliament to collect St 

Richard’s silver Democracy Award. The award was given for our 

efforts in raising awareness of issues affecting young people and 

allowing all pupils the opportunity to vote on the issues closest 

to their hearts. The results were collated from the county and 

Stephanie and Orla along with the rest of the East Sussex Youth 

Cabinet will be focussing on the two main issues highlighted by 

the vote: anti-bullying and mental health. 
 

Due to their professionalism, Orla and Stephanie hosted the 

Award Ceremony in Parliament, which was a great achievement on their part. They were confident, clear 

and humorous with their delivery. They then had the chance to meet with our local MP Hugh Merriman 

and were given a tour of the Houses of Parliament. 
 

Orla said, “These awards are so important 

– they not only give pupils and teachers 

the chance to question leading decision-

makers, they also acknowledge that young 

people have a voice and a chance to 

change things and achieve anything when 

they put their mind to it.”  
 

Stephanie said, “It was a real honour to 

chair such an important event for youth 

voice and local democracy in East Sussex. 

It was truly amazing to see so much 

dedication and support from our local MPs, councillors and senior decision-makers. It shows the true importance of 

promoting recognition for the effort of young people and schools in the Big Vote election.”  
 

Recently, Orla has also been elected onto the UK Youth Parliament due to her hard work in the East 

Sussex Youth Cabinet. Well done, Orla. 



     

History Department News 
YEAR 8 ACTIVE HISTORIAN AWARD: The Active Historian Award 
concluded this week in a showcase of pupil work and pupil-led 
presentations. Pupils have made an outstanding effort to create 
projects with the aid of their Year 10 mentors who we would like to thank for their ongoing guidance. Recognition 
of achievement will be acknowledged by a Gold, Silver or Bronze Active Historian Award. 
 

YEAR 9: With Options choices selected, Year 9 will be completing their Key Stage 3 History/Geography studies this 
term and will begin their chosen option subject in term 6. This is a significant turning point for all pupils as they 
will now be beginning the brand new GCSE History 9-1 course. I would like to remind pupils and parents that we 
will be following the Edexcel History 2016 course and will be covering the following topics across Years 10 and 11. 

 Medicine in Britain, c1250-present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918:  injuries, 
treatment and the trenches 

 The American West, 1835-1895 
 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 
 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060-88 

Term 6 will commence with the Medicine Unit and pupils are encouraged to begin researching into the work of 
Hippocrates and Galen over the May break in preparation for this. 
 

YEAR 10: Having completed the Controlled Assessment for Vietnam, term 6 will see the start of a new unit, ‘The 
Transformation of Surgery.’ This is an exciting unit that combines knowledge and understanding of improvements 
in surgery, with source analysis skills. A reminder that Year 10 intervention runs every Thursday after-school in A9 
for all pupils who feel they would benefit from additional support. 
 

On Tuesday, 14th June Year 10 History pupils will be off timetable for the day to 
travel to London to visit key sights as part of their study of the Transformation 
of Surgery. During the day we will be visiting the Old Operating Theatre and 
the Hunterian Museum, carrying out research into methods of surgery during 
the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. This will be an extremely interesting and 
relevant day and the department is very excited about the opportunity for the out of class learning that it provides. 
Please ensure that reply slips are returned to the Finance Office by Friday, 27th May. 
 

YEAR 11: Pupils are reminded that revision sessions will continue for History into term 6 for all three examined 
papers and revision booklets are still available for £2 from the department. Pupils have been well prepared in school 
for these exams but are reminded that nothing can replace independent focussed revision. Please make use of all of 
the resources that you have been given and do the very best that you can. If you have any questions or concerns 
about the coming exams, please speak to your History teacher as soon as possible. The very best of 
luck to all of our Year 11s as you begin your exams. We have every faith in you. 
 

HISTORY MATTERS YOUNG FILMMAKER AWARDS: The University of Chichester in association with 
the Black Cultural Archives, the Historical Association and History Matters has launched a new 
filmmaker’s competition. It is open to all year groups and pupils may work individually or in small groups to create 
a 5 minute (maximum) film about the history of African and Caribbean people in Britain in a new way. 
Mrs Campbell, Subject Leader for History 



     

Gold Certificates 
 

Year 11 
Harry Markfort 
Peter Gibbons 
Jordan Kemp 
Joseph Moulding 
Year 10 
Noah Canby 
Harry Hawkins 
  

 

  

Bronze Certificates 
 

Year 11 
Charles Farrow 
Charlotte Greenlees 
Oliver Francis 
Ben Green 
William Ayre 
Vita North 
Andrew Phillips 
Shona Waldron 
Carmella Garrido 
Year 10 
Hannah Claasen 
Alienor Gregg-Smith 
Wojciech Slusarczyk 
Florence Forde 
Aedan Lawrence 
Alexander Silvermann 
Elana Smith 
Jaisen Chirackaparmpil Jaise 
Angus Morgan 
Harrison Bailey 
Alisha Hunter 
Chesly Sunny 
Anthony Smith 
Antonio Fusciardi 
Year 9  
Joseph Nelson 
Abbie Fairhurst 
Jake Ludlam 
Sophie Dell 
Abel Gulya 
Wojciech Tutaj 
Molly Allchorn 
Joshua Turner 
Christian Layberry 
Jeremy Harrington 
  

Thomas Bocon 

 

  

Silver Certificates 
 

Year 11 
Chloe Thompson 
Sophia Rispoli 
Joseph Body 
Joseph Newing 
Isobel Hamilton-Burns 
Matthew Nelson 
Nicole Appleton 
Elika Abtahi 
Year 10 
Edward Ball 
Natalia Srodek 
Russell Beattie 
Jack Denne 
Dawid Opalka 
Year 9 
Theo Tadros 
Edvards Blinovs 
Mikey Gentry 
Hannah Austin 
Ben Satow 
Sean Murray 
Abigail Brown 
  

 
 

 

Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Congratulations to pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 who took part in the UKMT 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. The questions in the Challenge are designed 
to encourage pupils to develop mathematical reasoning to solve non-
standard problems. The Maths Department are very pleased with the results. 
Our pupils achieved: 6 Gold, 20 Silver and 34 Bronze certificates. The highest 
achieving pupils are invited to take part in a follow on round. Year 11 pupils 
Harry Markfort and Peter Gibbons, Year 10 pupil Noah Canby and Year 9 
pupils Theo Tadros and Edvards Blinovs were invited to take part in the 
world-wide Kangaroo round. Noah Canby achieved a certificate of merit. 
 

Here are sample questions from this year’s Intermediate Maths Challenge: 

 One third of the animals in Jacob’s flock are goats, the rest are sheep. 
There are twelve more sheep than 
goats. How many animals are there 
altogether in Jacob’s flock? 
A 12   B 24   C 36   D 48   E 60 

 The angles of a quadrilateral taken in 
order are xo, 5xo, 2xo, 4xo. Which of the 
following is the quadrilateral? 
A kite   B parallelogram   C rhombus   D 
arrowhead   E trapezium 
 

The Intermediate Maths Challenge is run by 
the UK Mathematics Trust. It is a charity 
whose aim is to advance the education of 
children and young people in mathematics. It 
organises national mathematics competitions 
and other mathematical enrichment activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your small change can make a BIG CHANGE 
 

I would like to thank the many pupils in my classes who ‘filled a box’ in support of 

CAFOD. A box filled with: 

 1p and 2p is enough to buy a food parcel for a family affected by floods in 

India. 

 5p and 10p can buy a farming toolkit for a family affected by war in the DR Congo. 

 20p can pay for one month’s salary for a kindergarten teacher in Cambodia. 

Your boxes raised £101. As this money was raised during Lent the government will double it to an 

amazing £202. Thank you so much for your generosity and effort!                        Ms Vanvuchelen  



     

Numeracy News 
 

Have a go at the problem below and hand your answer into Miss Gallagher in B6 for a prize. 
 
 

Bergerac     

87 Bordeaux    

79 47 Langon   

61 31 54 Libourne  

58 84 37 65 Marmande 
 

Numeracy Afterschool Club  - Thursday B6 3.15-4pm 
Don’t forget if you are in Year 7 or 8 you can join the club anytime. We 
work on the maths you find challenging through games and fun 
activities. This is what some of our Club members say: 
‘I love maths club because we have a great teacher, sweets and so much fun.’ Nathan, Year 8 
‘I like maths club because it helps me improve on my maths skills, it is great fun and we get treats!’ Sophie, 
Year 7 
‘I like Maths Club because it helps with my maths and it is fun.’ Bailey, Year 8 
 

YEAR 7 Block Day - Coding Day  
We are very lucky to be having a representative from Bletchley Park visiting us with an Enigma Machine 
used in World War 2 to decode messages. The day will cover coding through time with workshops on 
Roman Coding, Mary Queen of Scots, World War 2 and Spies. All pupils AND teachers will be in fancy dress. 
Letters will be sent out soon. Be thinking about your outfit! 
 

Badge Competition - Welcome to the 2016 Design a Badge Competition! 
Your task is to design a badge which can be given to and worn by pupils across 
the country! We are looking for eye-catching designs with some mathematical 
content; you’ve seen our attempt – can you do better? 
 

Information:  

  Badges work best when the design or message is bold and simple. 

  Badges will have the website put around the edge – you don’t need to do this. 

  The finished badge will be circular – it is a good idea to work with a circular design. 

  It may help to create a design which is bigger than the finished badge – but remember that it will be 
reduced so keep the design simple and bold. 

  Prizes for entrant: £100 book token and badges produced and distributed to Year 10 pupils across the 
The Further Maths country during the 2017 Maths Feast. Entries to Miss Gallagher or Miss Machin. 

Support Programme are running this competition. Further details can be found at: 
http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/badge-competition. 
 

 

Congratulations to the following pupils who have gained a bronze, silver or gold CREST Award. 
 

Gold: Fleur Durrant, Hannah Heggie, Laura Nobrega, Patrycja Dabrowska, Serena Coyle, Katherine Turner, 

Stephanie Deans, Lucy Jackson, Zoe Hamer, Monica Gibbs, Poppy Osman, Tadi Nyamajiwa, Amelia Davey and 
Florence Forde. 
 

Silver: Jemimah Taylor, William Carey, Roshana Iruthayaraj, Elizabeth Godson, Megan Tattersall, Natalia 

Srodek, Tye Champion, Anya Jackson, Amy Tattersall, Chloe Wilkinson, Lelia Bowler, Megan Symes and Liana Espiritu. 
 

Bronze: Phoebe Driver, Jack Eaton, Zak Davis, Anna Lumb, Chloe Thompson, Isobel Wheeler, Kieran Hook, 

Luigi Salas, Martha Derhun, Orla Phipps, Tara Willis, Meg Isaacs, Caitlyn Skilton, Chloe Upton, Dominic Tadros, 
Chantelle Fullam, Troy Kamangala, Ella Pickles, Alexandra Williams and Gabriele Mercado.  

The table (left) shows the 
distance (in km) between 5 
towns in southern France. Five 
friends live in these 5 towns and 
want to meet. In which of these 
towns should they meet to keep 
the total travelling distance as 
small as possible? 
 

http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/badge-competition


     

Library News 
 

1066 Schools Book Award St Richard’s pupils welcomed pupils and staff from Bexhill Academy, Hastings 
Academy, Helenswood Academy, St Leonards Academy and William Parker Academy to an event 
celebrating great writing and great reading on March 16th. It was hosted by pupils from Hastings Academy, 
who introduced pupils from all the schools present and who read extracts from the four books, their 
reviews and alternative endings. Certificates and prizes followed, before the results of the voting were 
revealed by our Principal, Miss Cronin. Pupils’ work from all the schools involved was displayed on a 
PowerPoint put together by Mrs Kingwell, Librarian at Helenswood Academy. Pupils mixed well with keen 
readers from other schools, sharing a feast of cakes and pink lemonade (supplied by our excellent canteen 
here in school) as we discussed all things reading. Alexia Antonislas, 8U said, ‘This year I did the 1066 Book 
Award for the first time and I really enjoyed it. This helped me to read and explore new and different types 
of books. I would recommend other people to try this next year as it’s a great opportunity to read new 
books’. The photos below illustrate the good time that was had by all. The winning book was Kim Slater’s 
excellent ‘Smart’, a detective story with a twist – no spoilers – you might want to read it yourself!      
                                                                                       

  
 
                
                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Film Club News Film Clubbers immersed themselves in the 
amazing ‘Super 8’ – a film about teenagers making films in small 
town America and a huge conspiracy cover-up. Although set in the 

early 80s, there were a surprising number of connections with teenagers today and all agreed 
this was a really great film! Our next film shown on Monday, 16th and Tuesday, 17th May, will 
be ‘San Andreas’, certificate 12, full of earthquakes, tsunamis and heart-stopping CGI – a must 
for keen geographers as well as our usual club members. 



     

The CILIP Carnegie Book Award shortlisted the following books for 2016:  

    

The excellent Patrick Ness, Marcus Sedgwick and Jenny Valentine all make an appearance, 
but new author Robin Talley, with ‘Lies we tell ourselves’ is a strong contender this year. Any 
pupil interested in joining the Carnegie shadowing to read from either the long or short listed 
titles should collect a letter from the library and return it signed by a parent or carer.  

 

Read-for-My-School On-Line Reading Scheme has now come to an end, with St Richard’s Year 7s and 8s 
having read One Thousand, Seven Hundred and Forty Seven books since January this year, both on-line 
and hard copy. Well Done Everybody, for all that Reading! We hope to enter this scheme again next year, 
allowing pupils to read from a selection of 100 titles on-line in school, at home or out and about, for free. 
The scheme also supplies free books to children’s libraries and schools in Africa.    
 

Exam Equipment Please note, Year 11s – you will need pens, pencils, rubbers, highlighters, maths 
equipment and clear pencil cases for your exams. These are available to purchase at cost price from the 
Shop-in-a-Box in the Library – please don’t leave your purchases until the last minute as I cannot guarantee 
to have what you need on the day. 
 

Book Quote of the Month: ‘Neither speech nor writing can claim exemption from distorting the truth, or 
outright lying. But the written word is open to examination. It concentrates our attention. The extreme 
reader learns how to sift each phrase and sentence for nuggets of value and consequence. How to dwell in 
solitude. How to reflect. How to suspend judgment. How to drift in reverie. There is a sense of 
disembodiment when we read because we emerge from ourselves to occupy an imaginary domain.’ Seattle 
poet John Olson, 2009  
 

Miss Tocknell, Librarian 

English Department News 
 

 

Shakespeare 400 

Pupils in Years 8, 9 and 10 celebrated Shakespeare’s 400 year anniversary in style by travelling to London 

Southbank on Saturday, 23rd April. Accompanied by Miss Wood and Mrs Standen, pupils were challenged 

to make their way along the banks of the Thames and follow the special screen set up by the Royal 

Shakespeare Company to mark the occasion. Each screen showed a specially made, 10 minute version of 

one of Shakespeare’s 37 plays. Each video was broadcast from the original setting, with videos coming in 

from Bermuda to Verona to the Scottish Highlands! The group were also able to see the Globe Theatre 

(from behind closed doors) and spark their interest in the work, life and times of Shakespeare. Although 

the videos were only broadcast on the Southbank for the anniversary weekend, there are still many events 

taking place throughout the year – it is worth looking out for museums, galleries and theatres, both locally 

and in London, who are marking the 400th anniversary this year. 
 

Battle Rotary Young Writers' Competition 

Andrea De Freitas Rodriguez (Year 8) was selected to read her work aloud to a full 
crowd at Battle Memorial Hall on the evening of Friday, 18th March. The short 

story entries were based on the theme: 'Our World is Beautiful' and Andrea's take 

on the topic certainly did engage the crowd with its vivid description and originality. 

Although Andrea was not awarded first prize, her confidence and efforts should be 

congratulated.  
 

 

 



     
BBC Newsday 2016 

On Thursday, 10th March 18 pupils from St Richard’s joined up with around 1000 schools across the UK 

making the news. The pupils took part in BBC News School Report, a BBC project to engage 11-16-year-

olds in the news. Ex-teacher and BBC News presenter, Huw Edwards, is lending his support to the project.  

He says: “I'm involved because I want to give young people the chance to make the news themselves, and I want to 

share the principles of good journalism.” 
 

Over the past few months the pupils from Year 8 and 9 have been working hard, training to be effective 

journalists, carrying out interviews and producing reports. Mrs Midghall was impressed with the team: ‘The 

pupils have worked really hard and come up with some great stories.’ The St Richard’s team covered the stories 

of the day as well as their special reports which went live and can now be found on the school website. 
 

Congratulations to… 
 

Owain and Henry Lusted (11F and 10H) who represented the London and South East Region (LASER) 
in a national Air Training Corps (ATC) rugby tournament held at the ATC's headquarters (RAF 
Cranwell). Owain and Henry played in every game to win the tournament and bring back a gold medal 
each. LASER first played the North Region, beating them 24-0, and then saw off Wales & West Region 
17-0. In the final, the match against Central & East Region was too close to call; ending at 0-0. In an 
unprecedented move (having said it was one of the best junior rugby matches he'd seen), the 
commanding officer decided to award the trophy jointly to both teams. Both Owain (playing at second 
row), and Henry (playing at outside centre) tackled relentlessly, and both played their parts in setting 
up a famous win. LASER were rightly proud of the fact that they were the first team since the 1990s to 
go through the whole tournament without conceding a single point. A great way to end the rugby 
season! 
 

George Handrihan, 11R, has been awarded the under 16’s forward of the season by Heathfield & 
Waldron RFC. 
 

Jade Coleman, 8O, has taken part in a 4 mile sponsored swim as part of her class fundraising for St Michael's 
Hospice, successfully raising £300.  
 

 

Parents, Teachers & Friends Association 
PTFA NEWS.................. PTFA NEWS.................... 

Chair: Natalie Gaymer & Fiona Connor  Vice-Chair: Nicky Cave & Karen Marsh   
Treasurer: Carina Hilton  Secretary: Amanda Isaacs & Carole Clifton  

 

The main focus of the PTFA at the moment is the preparation for the Summer Fayre on 2nd July. This is 
something which raises a lot of funds for the PTFA and therefore the school and our children. We do rely 
on the generous donations from parents for cakes and contributions of goods for stalls. There will be 
letters coming home with more details and also when donations need to be sent into the school. Thank 
you in advance for your amazing support every time these requests come home with your child. The Fayre 
is always a wonderful family event and we would encourage you and your families to come along and join 
in the fun.  We try to ensure that there are things for all ages to enjoy. The raffle is a big one, so please do 
buy your tickets when your child brings them home; you never know, it could be you. The Summer Fayre 
does spread the PTFA rather thin, so if anyone is able to give up some time and wants to help and have 
some fun in the process, please do get in touch with us via the college. 
 

Lastly, as always it must be mentioned that we never turn anyone away from the PTFA; if you would like to 
join us, please do. We currently have a large committee, but the more help we have the more efficiently 
we can raise monies. Our next meeting is on Monday, 6th June at 7pm in the staff room. We always do our 
best to keep our meetings to an hour so no-one loses a whole evening. 
 

We hope to see you at the Summer Fayre on Saturday, 2nd July 2016. 
 

Kind Regards the PTFA team  



     

Science News 

Science Week 

This year’s Science Week was an exuberant affair of all things science with a 

leaning towards space very evident. 

Although our planned STEM Family 

Challenge was postponed to ARISS week 

and then rejigged completely to become 

part of the STEM Conference, our return 

to a James Bond theme ensured that the 

time-honoured traditional fare of St 

Mary’s Special Supper and STEM Competitions culminated in visiting primary 

scientists foiling the dastardly plans of Number One and his evil henchmen.  
 

On this occasion, the henchmen planned to hijack a satellite giving them control of St Richard’s pupils’ actions. 

SPECTRE had not considered the brilliant problem-solving skills of the junior lab assistants however, and their evil 

plot was ruined but not before everyone present gawked at the rather impressive – and choreographed – dance 

moves from Spectre 4 & 5 (Mr Harwood and Mr Holloway) and then joined Mr Lahache in a particularly spirited 

version of ‘Uptown Funk’ – with more dance moves! Year 11 pupils were particularly impressed with Mr Lahache’s 

previously undisclosed talents and after distribution of ‘Spirit of Science’ (i.e. teamwork!) Easter Egg prizes to our 

primary guests, it was back to the labs for some revision. India reported that the experience ‘was truly out of this 

world’ while Ruth Evans added that ‘A star is born’ after Mr Lahache’s ‘Astronomical!’ debut. 
 

Tim Peake Primary Project @ Dallington Primary School and Parklands Federation Infants School 

St Richard’s very own Space Ambassador, Dr Durkin, blasted off to two primary schools to deliver outreach activities 

to pupils from Years 2 – 6. In both schools, all apprentice astronauts were very eggcited by the ‘Eggstronaut 

Challenge’ i.e. designing, constructing and launching a safe landing vehicle for an Easter egg acting as an astronaut 

stunt double. Parklands pupils compiled lists of ‘What 5 objects would you take to space?’ with some interesting 

objects identified (‘a pet,’ ‘chocolate’ and ‘my baby brother’ featuring) and also thought of ‘Ask An Astronaut’ 

questions for the ARISS link later in April. 
 

Dallington Years 3 and 4 eggsplored soft landings with the Rosetta resource and Years 5&6 eggsperimented with 

lunar surface conditions and craters. Lots of chocolatey eggcitement and a ‘Space Suit’ for cardboard Major Tim, 

tweeting their images to Major Tim himself on the International Space Station. 

 

 

Cool Science & Maths Show, St Mary’s 

A small group of Year 7 pupils were invited to visit St Mary’s School for a ‘Cool Maths & Science Show’. Our pupils 
were entranced by the interactive show, as a team of science entertainers explained some weird and wonderful 
science puzzles. Ayisha McCartney reported, ‘I liked that I learnt new things and we were told how to make them, 
like the hurricane in a bottle. It was amazing watching the experiments and being able to try them out at the end.’ 
Max Miles thought, ‘It was fun and educational. We learnt some scientific tricks and brain teasers’ while Reuben 
Kudjo was impressed by the presenter, commenting, ‘The show was really interactive. She made it fun!’ Rocco Forte 
added, ‘It was really interesting and I learnt lots and lots of new things. The experience was incredible and I would 
definitely go again.’  



     
Special Science Supper with St Mary’s 

Dr Littlejohns and keen Student Listeners welcomed pupils from St Mary’s for the annual 

Special Science Supper. The visiting pupils were delighted to be back at St Richard’s and 

we welcomed some new faces along as well. A range of sensory experiments had been 

selected to engage pupils of differing needs with the scientific experiments undertaken. 

Squeals of delight could be heard from the visitors as they listened to tell-tale small 

explosive ‘squeaky pops’ and there were ‘Ooohs’ and ‘Aaahs’ a plenty when the held test 

tubes heated up or cooled down, transferring energy as they underwent a chemical 

reaction. There was some smelly chemistry too and the ever popular screaming jelly baby 

and ‘glow sticks’ as a finale. The whole group then shared a pizza supper before heading 

home, with glow sticks aglowing. 
 

Antweight Robots @ Ricardo Engineering, Shoreham 

Year 8 MAD scientists visited Shoreham Technical Centre, the home of Ricardo engineering for the annual STEM 

competition with Antweight Robots. There was a robot football match and the enormously entertaining Sumo robot 

challenge. The pupils acquitted themselves admirably and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
 

Ask An Astronaut Competition  

During Science Week, staff, pupils and St Richard’s colleagues from ESAS were invited to 

submit questions for Tim Peake during our ARISS contact. With over 350 entries there 

were many repeats and certainly many questions that had already been asked in previous 

ARISS contacts. While most people would like to know what the most amazing sight from 

orbit is, the answer is always Earth!.. the final selection of questions had to pass NASA 

and ESA scrutiny before being asked. Meanwhile, in Birmingham the Year 10 Science 

Magicians, the Levitation Team, were asking a robot! 
 

Great Electric Egg Race, STEMSussex 

MAD Year 11 scientists enjoyed a competitive evening of 

engineering challenge as they joined 11 other local schools 

and colleges at the IET Great Electric Egg Race. Our eggcellent 

teams all succeeded in hurling their eggs, using various 

trebuchet type designs. The boys’ team of Luigi Salas, Peter 

Gibbons and Oliver Francis were narrowly beaten into second 

place, with the girls’ team coming in fourth. All participants 

were awarded CREST Discovery Awards for their efforts. 
 

Slots Trucks Challenge    

Two teams of Year 8 pupils returned to the University of Brighton for the annual STEM Slots Trucks Challenge. Trinity 

Funnell reported that the girls’ team were perhaps a little too demanding in their ambitious design – the girls led the 

lap times for a brief period until their truck’s motor burned out – twice! The boys again were pipped at the post into 

second place, but earned a trophy for their efforts, in addition to their CREST Discovery Awards. Well done all! 

  



     
Space Camp UK 

Lower school pupils headed to the UK Midlands in the Easter break, for the first 
Space Camp UK. This fun-filled short break found us staying in stately home 
Stanford Hall in Lutterworth in 200 acres of beautiful grounds. Pupils enjoyed 
riotous roller skating, as well as a day of workshop activities at the National Space 
Agency in Leicester and a full day exploring the Physics of Flight at the Imperial War 
Museum at Duxford. Trip highlights included some nifty roller skating pirouettes, 
home-made hover-boarding, rocket launching and a close encounter with Tim 
Peake in his real space suit! 
 

Louis Lipsham of 9U reported, ‘I loved Space Camp. It was a fun, educational 
experience’ with agreement from Year 8 pupils Eden Jennings and Stuart Norris, who enjoyed all of the activities, 

particularly on the first evening when, ‘we had an exciting 
roller disco - some of us managed and some, not so well!’   
 

Year 7’s Luciano Salas, ‘thoroughly enjoyed Space Camp’ rating 
the whole trip as, ‘4.5 out of 5’ with the roller skating also 
being highly favoured. ‘The roller rink was fun and it was 
surprisingly enjoyable and quick and easy to learn.’ He further 
reported, ‘The space centre was fun as we were allowed to 
roam around and we learnt how to make a homemade comet 
and what will happen if you take off your helmet in space and 
other educational things. Then we went to an 
aeroplane museum where we made a scale model of a plane (I 
took part - nothing dangerous).’ 
 

My Trip to Space Camp by Naomi Britt, 7O 
My time at Space Camp was amazing, the only way you could 

improve it is by making the stay longer! When we 
went to the space centre, we got to sit in a 
planetarium and watch “we are all made from stars” 
and it was absolutely breath-taking how well it was 
put together and how it explained it in so much 
detail. It actually felt as if I were going through 
space! It was well choreographed and went very 
well, apart from the screaming. I loved the part when 
they talked about what carbon dioxide was made out 
of and about the electrons circling the protons in 
atoms! The rest of the day was to do as we pleased 
like going into a weather reporter simulator and, well, report the weather. We also 

had a picture taken beside a big globe! We also got to see Concorde but it was much smaller than I expected! As well 
as this, I got to see a wide range of bombers and spitfires! The food that the cooks made was absolutely gorgeous, 
we had a wide range of foods like lasagne, egg and bacon on toast and, my favourite, hot chocolate in the evening! 
We had so much fun so I would really like to go next year as well!  
 
  



     
StAR Club Soldering Session & RSGB Buildathon  

StAR Club held a practice soldering session ahead of their 

RSGB sponsored Buildathon as part of the ARISS contact 

build up. Members of the Hastings Electronics & Radio 

Club joined the StAR Club pupils for the radio build in an 

early morning session, with lower school Fab Fizzicists 

and other MAD pupils completing their constructions in 

the afternoon. During this hands-on construction, pupils 

were required to build a Rodway Radio Receiver from 

computer board and components. Once complete, the 

radio receivers were tested in the playground and could easily pick up BBC Sussex. Thomas Bocon later reported that 

the receivers could also, with careful positioning of the aerial wire, pick up Smooth FM too!  Pupils were able to take 

home the receivers and CREST Discovery awards will celebrate their achievement. 

 

 
After many months of eager anticipation and preparations from every department in the school, St Richard’s joined 

with pupils from 19 other schools and colleges to witness our historic live radio link with Tim Peake on board the 

International Space Station, at 15:56 on Monday, April 18th 2016.  
 

The speakers had been practising; Year 7 had been singing their hearts out; Mr 

Steele spent Saturday stitching the video clips together; Mr Carradine collected 

the balloons; anybody and everybody who could use a staple gun put 

photographs up on the boards and the amazing ARISS team had been on site 

since early Sunday morning preparing the electronic and computer equipment 

required for the contact. By Monday morning, we were ready for our breakfast 

broadcast. 
 

The Mayor joined us and governors, staff and pupils past and present packed 

the hall, joined by priests, parents, parishioners, press and public as we hosted a full day of STEM Space Conference 

featuring a smorgasboard of space related hands-on activities. Hundreds of pupils from Years 4 to 13 explored the 

event during the day, meeting a spacewoman; visiting the inflatable planetarium, using 

the remote handling model ‘Canada arm’, investigating the electromagnetic spectrum, 

learning Morse code, investigating telescopes and 

competing for Fun with Maths prizes! Year 8 enjoyed a talk 

on ‘Extreme Astronomy’ and Year 10 were enthralled by ‘It 

Is Rocket science’ – a careers focused discussion, both 

delivered by our friend, Dr Das Baskill, of the University of 

Sussex. Year 7 pupils were treated to the interactive 



     
‘Destination Space’ workshop from the outreach team at Herstmonceux Science Centre. Meanwhile, everybody had 

their photo taken with Tim! 

After a brief introduction from Miss Cronin, the ceremonies commenced with a spine-

tingling version of David Bowie’s ‘Starman’ delivered with great gusto by Year 7. 
 

The UK Space Agency’s Jeremy and Susan introduced the Principia Mission and welcomed 
the ARISS co-ordinator, Ciaran Morgan, who used a borrowed model of the ISS to explain 
the relative position of the communication module. Having explained how tricky the 
contact could be, there was a tangible sense of anticipation as Year 9’s Lucy Woolridge 
commenced the call. The other pupils who are radio licence holders and asked a question 
were: Aeden Lawrence, Anna Lumb, Andrew Phillips, Shona 
Waldron, Luigi Salas, Moira Mendoza, Chris Varghese, Ancy 
Augustine, William Carey, Vita North, Max Aldred, Ben Green 

and Kieran Hook. 
  

The Bexhill Observer reported that she, ‘initiated and ended the link expertly, using her 
recently-gained amateur radio licence, and was lost for words. I feel relieved, it was 
amazing but we were very lucky to be able to speak to Tim at all,’ she said. It took five 
goes by Lucy before Tim replied saying, ‘I hear you loud and clear’. BBC South East 
broadcast the event on Facebook Live in real time, while the ARISS website streamed 
the presentations in their entirety.  
 

Both BBC South East and Meridian Television featured the event in their evening news, 

with BBC Sussex broadcasting live during the radio breakfast show. An amazing day for 

the whole community and one we can all be rightly proud of. The footage may be viewed at 

https://www.facebook.com/BBCSouthEastToday/videos/ 10154116229478648/. We have received many ‘Thank 

yous’ from grateful guests and a few pupil quotes are reproduced here: ‘It was seriously cool!’ wrote Will from Park 

Mead Primary School whereas Oliver’s favourite part, ‘was the planetarium. It was epic!’ Maddie from Netherfield 

School said, ‘Thanks for one of the best days ever!’ 
 

 Zuleika Smith of 7S wrote the following, ‘I felt a bit emotional because our 
school has done so much…… with charity and with ARISS. I feel really happy 
because it is something new to me – 
who would have thought I would sing 
to Tim Peake in space? – definitely not 
me!’ 
 

The Science department prolonged the 
feel good factor with a whole week of 
ARISS activities from the Principia 
website. Years 7-9 completed space 
related investigations with many 
undertaking ‘Mission Starlight’ 
activities as part of the RSC Global Experiment. Monday, 18th April also saw the 
receipt of our Rocket seeds from space. Year 7 Young Investigators have been 
completing the task and uploading their data. 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/BBCSouthEastToday/videos/%2010154116229478648/


     
South Downs Planetarium, Chichester 

This year’s Chichester trip included a morning 
visit to Fishbourne Roman Palace where 
pupils were able to explore the amazing 
mosaics after an introductory film about the 
site’s ancient history. After lunch we headed 
to the South Downs Planetarium for a guided 
tour of the South Downs’ Dark Skies and the 
lifecycle of a star as Dr John Mason once 
more enthralled the whole audience with his 
fascinating view of the Universe. 
 

Big Bang @ Hastings  
The Big Bang Show was brilliant! They ‘kept asking for volunteers and nearly everyone 
kept putting their hands up from St Richard’s and all the other schools hardly ever put 
their hands up.’ The presenter told us that people in the future would order bugs at a 
restaurant instead of meat, or half meat half bugs. Kenneth volunteered to eat a 
mealworm, a chocolate coated insect and he ate part of a scorpion! I tried a mealworm 
it was really crunchy and had a really bad aftertaste. 
 

When we went into the planetarium it was really cool - it seemed like you were 
actually in space. We looked at all the planets. There were loads of animals like 6 
snakes, 2 turtles, 1 of the biggest tarantulas in the world, 1 hissing cockroach and lots 
of other little bugs. Justis, Zak and Kenneth held a massive snake, I think it was a 
python maybe. 
 

Year 8’s William Brown posted the following: ‘We went to the Big Bang@ The Hastings 
Centre …..one stall showed off virtual reality headsets and machines controlled by your phone; another showed 

different types of snakes and tortoises; one stall showcased military-grade circuit boards 
and another showed missile-detection systems. There was a planetarium that showed ‘We 
are Astronomers’ narrated by David Tennant. This showcased what life was like for 
astronomers today and the technology they have to work with. …. And a van outside 
contained the Lab in a Lorry, which allowed us to examine our fingerprints as well as look at 
cells under a microscope. 
 

Finally, the show at the end of the day was ‘The most disgusting show in the world’ given by 
Punk Science which showed the passage of food through the body by videos filmed by a 
digestible camera and re-enacting it with food. It then showed how eating insects is a lot 
more sustainable than eating cows as cows require more food and water per kilo of meat. 
This was showcased by having some of the audience eat cooked crickets, chocolate covered 
crickets and cooked scorpion.’ 

Forthcoming Science Trips 

***** Ethical Eden 2016 *****                                  31st May – 3rd June 
 

Cornish Adventure Holiday – one space remains – see Dr Durkin for a letter 
 
*****STEMFest 2016 *****                                        Wednesday, June 29th  
 

This trip is a day trip with hands-on activities, science stage shows and competitions and is offered to all year groups. 
Letters are available initially to those pupils who attend science clubs and have completed projects.  

  
***Future’s Day @ Farnborough Air Show***          Friday, 15th July 
 

This day trip is open to pupils in Years 9 -11 and offers hands-on activities and 
careers exhibitions from leading STEM employers at the world’s largest 
airshow.  
 

Further details and letters for both of these trips will be available on Friday, 20th May from Dr Durkin in Lab. 4. 
 

  



     

Geography News 
 

Year 8 
Those pupils who have just begun studying geography will 
be visiting the beach at Galley Hill in their lessons. They 
will work with a range of field equipment to understand 
the coastal processes and engineering schemes used to 
protect Bexhill. They will use their findings to write up a 
project about what is happening and what may happen to 
this coastal location in the future. 
 

Year 10 
Year 10 geographers will be visiting Birling Gap and 
Eastbourne on 9th June 2016 to collect data for their 
controlled assessment. The controlled assessment will 

form 25% of their overall GCSE grade and takes a great deal of class time on our return in order for pupils 
to work towards achieving their aspirational grade. In this controlled assessment, we will be examining the 
coastal management of the coastline in our local areas to assess their impact. We will travel by coach to 
and from Eastbourne and Birling Gap where we will spend the day collecting data on the beach and in the 
visitor centre. We will also have a talk on the management of the area from the National Trust and the 
Environment Agency. Class teachers have distributed letters to all Year 10 Geographers but if your son or 
daughter has not brought one home, please contact Mrs Hoyle at mrshoylep@strichardscc.com   

  

 

Worldwise Week 
The department will be running the Geographical Association’s Worldwise Week (WWW) which is an 
opportunity for young people to participate in geography-orientated activities. The theme of the week is 
‘Making geographical connections’ and will run in the last full week of June. We will have themed lessons, 
activities in lunchtimes and competitions too. We hope that all year groups will get involved and find out 
more about the wonderful world of geography. 
 

Mrs Hoyle, Subject Leader 
 

Notice from the Diocesan Gift Aid Coordinator  
 

For the attention of all Gift Aid donors: On 6th April 2016 some changes to tax allowances 

became effective. Please remember that you must have paid sufficient Income/Capital gains tax 

that is at least equal to the amount reclaimed on all your Gift Aid donations to charities. If you 

have paid insufficient tax you will have to repay the shortfall. If you need tax advice, please 

contact either your tax office or professional tax adviser. 
 

 

Birling Gap 

Galley Hill which Year 8 geographers will 
visit in the coming weeks 

Eastbourne 

mailto:mrshoylep@strichardscc.com


     

Chaplaincy News 
 
 

We have just celebrated the Feast of Pentecost on Sunday, 15th May. 
As the birthday of the Church, it commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the Apostles, thus empowering them for their mission 
and gathering them together as a church. In term 6 we will be 
gathering as a church community on a number of occasions and we, as a community, look 
forward to those times when we can be together in faith. 
 

We remember very specially in prayer, all the pupils who are preparing for Confirmation with 
Bishop Richard in the coming weeks; may the Holy Spirit guide them at this particular moment 
in their journey of faith. We also pray for all those preparing to sit their exams, may they be 
inspired and strengthened to give of their best. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. Amen 

 

Easter Services: On Holy Thursday we celebrated our Easter 
Liturgy with all year groups in the hall. The theme focused on the 
journey of Jesus from the Last Supper through to his death on the 
cross. A collaborative effort with the Chaplaincy, Drama, Dance 
and Music departments meant a really meaningful liturgy was 
achieved with a large number of pupils involved. Year 10 drama 
pupils dramatised the Trial of Jesus to great effect and my thanks 
to Mrs Dunster for rehearsing this. 
 

The Dance Company once again provided a moving 
liturgical dance enhancing the theme of the service. The 
group put in a lot of time in dance classes after school to 
prepare, opening the liturgy with an effective number 
choreographed to depict the last supper. The elite 
company also performed in support of the beautiful, ‘We 
are the reason’ sung by the choir. My sincere thanks to 
Mrs Knight for all her work in preparing the Dance 
Company. 
 

Music was prepared and accompanied by Mr Roadnight and Mrs Byrne and 
added to the atmosphere by allowing pupils to really think and reflect on 
Jesus’ journey. It was wonderful to have Year 11’s Alfie Differ and Owain 
Lusted (pictured left) sing one last time at an Easter Service before they 
take their leave of St Richard’s this coming term. Their contribution was 
particularly poignant, singing a beautiful hymn whose lyrics depicted the 
Gospel story of Jesus asking the disciples to stay awake with him. It 
certainly stirred the emotions of those listening. Well done to all staff 
and pupils who took part, allowing us to go on our way to the Easter 
holidays with a true sense of what it was all about 

 

Friday Morning Mass for staff and pupils: Each Friday, at 
8.10am, Mass is celebrated in A3. Both pupils and staff are most 
welcome to attend. If you have someone you would like to be 
remembered at Mass, for whatever reason, then do just let me 
know and I will include them in the intentions of the Mass.  
 

Form and Year Services: This term we have had a number of 
Form Services take place and my thanks go to the Form Tutors 
and pupils for the hard work put in to preparing these. 7R had a 
theme of friendship to give thanks for the new friends they have 
made since joining in September. 8I brought forward in their Mass things that brought them joy 
to match their theme. Year 8 had their year Mass in April and my thanks to Mr Carradine and Mrs 
Byrne for ensuring this went to plan in my absence. As always, thank you to our clergy for 
coming in so regularly especially when they are so busy serving their parishes.  



     

Next term, Years 9, 8 and 7 have their year service and Year 11 their Leavers’ Service. I look 
forward to working with the liturgy reps from each year to plan these. 
 

HCPT Lourdes: Once again I was 
privileged to be able to accompany a 
magnificent bunch of Year 11 pupils to 
Lourdes as St Richard’s Service group 
715. As always, St Richard’s pupils 
never disappoint and gave their all to 
help make this pilgrimage a wonderful 
experience for lovely children from our 
region and beyond. The pupils assisted 
with a number of local groups – 154, 
210 and group 76. This involved helping 
them move equipment, entertaining the 
children, ensuring no child was left out and generally having fun and making friends. Another 
important role was marshalling events and our pupils were involved with singing/dancing and 
whatever was asked of them with such good grace that it made me, their Lay Chaplain truly 
proud. Cardinal Vincent Nichols who celebrated the final Trust Mass was so impressed by the 
pupils from all the Central Services groups he requested a picture at the end of the Mass (see 

above).   
 

Of course we could not forget our friends and family back home and 
pictured left are St Richard’s pupils preparing our final large candle 
– we attached all the names of those family and friends we wanted 
to pray for to the candle and took it to the grotto for a poignant 
final night prayer. My thanks to Group Leader Mr Campbell and to Ms 
Vanvuchelen and Miss Wood for their help in ensuring an 
unforgettable experience was had by all. Who knows perhaps next 
year we may have some of this year’s group become helpers with 
154, 210 or 76 just as many former pupils have.  
 

Liturgy Reps: Liturgy Reps were sent out from their meeting this week to review the liturgy 
notice boards in their form rooms. These notice boards provide a place of reflection for the 
form and the Reps have the responsibility to ensure they are thoughtful, neat, tidy and 
updated. I would like to thank the Year 11 reps: Shanty Marks-Farquhar, Orla Phipps, Andrew 
Phillips, Joyal Thomas, Louis Dargan, Jenny Howell, Max Wheeler and Rebekah Batour, some of 
whom have been reps since Year 7 and have been vital to the work of the chaplaincy. Finally, a 
big thank you to our inaugural Liturgy Captain, Vita North and Deputy Captain, Florence Havard, 
who have set a high standard for the incoming candidates with their willingness to help in any 
way. I wish them well in their exams and their future plans. 
 

Meditation Sessions: Each month, a meditation 
session is offered to both Upper and Lower School in 
the dance studio, beginning at 9am. Please note for 
the duration of the exams this will be in the Chapel 
or A3. The pupil bulletin will show the dates of these 
sessions. They have proved very popular and provide 
a very good way of starting the week. 
 

Good Shepherd Celebration: In term 6 we will be 
attending a very special Good Shepherd Celebration. 
This is normally held in Worth Abbey and schools from across the Diocese attend. This year to 
mark the Year of Mercy, the event is moving to Arundel Cathedral where the pupils attending 
will have an opportunity to enter through one of our Diocesan Holy Doors. I look forward to 
reporting back on the event in our next newsletter. 
 

Interact Club: The members of the Interact Club have done a fantastic job in all their activities 
this year: Love in a Box, the Rotary Senior Citizens tea party and the End Polio Now Campaign. 



     

For our End Polio Now Campaign, Holly Lehmann (7R) won the design a sticker competition and 
will be receiving her prize in assembly in the coming weeks. With regard to the cake and sticker 
sale we raised £178 which will be increased to £534 with Bill Gates’ tripling promise. Well done 
and many thanks for all your hard work. We now need new members to carry on this great 
tradition of helping others, both locally and overseas. If you are interested, do come and see Mr 
Holloway or Jo to find out how you can get involved. 
 

Jo Doyle 
Miss Jo Doyle – Lay Chaplain (missdoylej@strichardscc.com) 

RE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
Year 7: Pupils have been learning about CAFOD through the topic “Faith into Action.” They have 

researched different countries where CAFOD work and presented these to their class. They have 

also had a visit from Mrs Barry who works for CAFOD, who spoke to them about CAFOD’s work. 

Year 8: Pupils have been learning about how God 

revealed himself to the prophets. They have created 

presentations and posters on different prophets and shared 

these with their class. Some have been very original and have 

even included songs and raps! 
 

Year 9: Pupils are continuing their journey through Mark’s 

Gospel and learning about the key events and the meaning 

behind Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 

Year 10: Pupils have completed their course 

and have started the Year 11 course on “Belief 

in God.” They are learning about the 

philosophical argument for and against God’s 

existence. 
 

Year 11: They have finished their GCSE course and worked 

really hard during their time of revision. They have been 

involved in lots of extra revision sessions taking place after 

school and on Saturday mornings. 
 

Philosophy Club: To coincide with Science Week and the school’s link with Tim Peake, Philosophy Club 

enjoyed a thought-provoking, challenging, and entertaining lunchtime led by Mr Tadros on the 

question of ‘Where have all the aliens gone?’ In this session, Mr Tadros explained the Fermi Paradox 

prompting the pupils to suggest why we haven't made contact with other civilisations despite the size 

of the universe. Ms Henry would like to thank Philosophy Club’s regular attenders for their great 

contributions each week. 
 

Mrs Mead, Acting Subject Leader – RE 
 



     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Educational Needs 
 

Exams: Public Exams, Internal Exams and assessments begin this month for some year groups. Please 
encourage your child to ask for help with revision strategies, should they need this support. Please ensure 
your child brings water in a clear bottle. If your child has access arrangements for public examinations, 
please remind them that they must use them in all subjects where they apply. 
 

Prep Club Plus: A reminder that pupils with Special Educational Needs can come to Prep Club Plus on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3:15pm to 4:15pm. Teaching Assistants are 
available to help with homework. 
 

Lunchtime Club: Pupils can come along to the SEN Lunchtime Club, which runs every day, for a chance to 
eat, play games and socialise together. 

Years 7, 8 and 9 - Learning Intervention Room 
Years 10 and 11 - Lab 7 
 

Testing for Access Arrangements: Testing for access arrangements for public examinations for Year 9 pupils 
will begin on Monday 6th June, which is the first day back of Term 6. You will be informed of whether your 
child requires this testing by letter. Should you require more information, please contact the SEN 
Department. The Access Arrangements policy is available on our website. 
 

Mrs Tadros, SENCO 
 

  

Congratulations on receiving the  
sacrament of Confirmation 

 

Our Lady of Ransom 
Zach Bolton      Jaisen Chirackaparmpil Jaise 
Ciara Farrell                                  Steeve Davis 
Millie Cooper                                Troy Kamangala 
Patrycja Dabrowska                     Paola Lai 
Fleur Durrant                                 Eryk Mazur 
Tom Durrant                            Laura Nobrega 
Patrick Evangelista                       Katarzyna Fedor         
Chrysler Zareno                           Vianney Justine Rubit 
Florence Forde                         Wojciech Slusarczyk 
Antonio Fusciardi                          Natalia Srodek 
Jitsy Juda Thadevus 

 

St Wilfrids    Christ the King Langney 
Sasha Bradley    Loula John 
Georgia Edwards    Monica Gibbs 
Katie Martin 
Richard Lloyd 
Varsha Shaji 
Ben Stotesbury-Byrne 

 



     

PE Department News 

DANCE 

Congratulations: Congratulations to Millie White, 7R, who won all of her 7 dancing solos and is 

the only dancer in the Hastings Musical Festival to have won all the dances in the respective age 

group. She also won the Joan Potter Memorial Cup for her Show Song in the singing section.  

Millie was also the recipient of 8 special awards, for aggregates and highest marks across all the 

age groups. 
 

Congratulations also to Freya Collard, 9F, who choreographed and taught a group of children for 

a final choreographed piece for a local school. Organisers commented, ‘Freya was a credit to the 

school and showed confidence and coaching/leadership beyond her years, well done.’ 
 

Easter Service: The Dance Company participated in the Easter Service on the last day of term. 

Year 7 danced to ‘Look at all my trials and tribulations,’ a piece from Jesus Christ Superstar, 

based on the last 7 days of Jesus’ life. For many of the pupils, this was the first time they had 

presented on stage. ‘Crucified’ and ‘We are the reason’ were both powerful and moving pieces 

danced by the senior team who provided a wonderful visual of the crucifixion scene and really set 

the atmosphere for the service. 
 

Parish Mass: On Sunday, 13
th

 March, dancers attended the Parish Mass at St Mary Magdalene. 

Maddy Thwaites and Isabelle Angel, both 9I, danced to the Psalm ‘The Lord is my shepherd.’  
 

Rambert Workshop: The Dance Company were 

delighted to welcome Rambert Dance Company 

who held a workshop on Wednesday, 23rd 

February. Twenty-six pupils, who are members of 

the St Richard’s Dance Company, took part in the 

workshop. Rambert is the oldest dance company 

in the UK first performing in 1926 and are world 

renowned for the contemporary dance. The 

workshop covered contemporary techniques, 

warm up and learning Rambert repertoire ‘3 

dancers.’ The pupils were able to carry out 

creative tasks to generate their own movement 

based on the repertoire, giving them the chance 

to explore their own creativity. Amy Robinson, 9F, commented, ‘I found the workshop very 

interesting and it was great to learn Ramberts repertoire of the 3 dancers. I enjoyed learning a 

new style of dance and also to have the opportunity to work with a professional dance company.’ 
 

Move IT: On Saturday, 19
th

 March, both the boys and the girls Dance Company attended Move It 

at London Excel. ‘Move It’ is everything dance under one roof, offering the pupils a chance to 

take part in workshops throughout the day; watch professional performances, as well as 

shopping and meeting students from professional dance colleges. Highlights this year for the 

pupils included the chance to meet Flawless, Twist and Pulse and Abbey Lee Miller from the hit 

TV show Dance Moms. Jonathan Mpofu 8H summed up the experience, ‘What an amazing day at 

Move It! We got to meet Twist and Pulse who asked me lots of questions about my dancing and 

gave me some really good advice. Flawless performed on the main stage and it was really 

exciting to see them perform live.’ Several of the boys took part in a dance off, pitting themselves 

against other dancers including those from professional dance colleges. They made it to the 

semi-finals during the day! 
 

Bexhill College Workshop: On Tuesday, 27th April, 10 pupils 

attended Bexhill College for a workshop with LAX Dance. This fun 

workshop project was based on the current craze of pop artists 

using contemporary dance in their videos. The creative workshop 

looked at the pupils learning a set piece of choreography before 

developing their own ideas resulting in a creation of their own 

dance video at the end of the session! This was a lovely morning 

spent at the college and the Dance Company also got the 

opportunity to work with the A level dance students, two of whom 

were former pupils and members of the Dance Company, Amy 

Mulligan and Anastasia Maselli.  



     

Great Big Dance Off: On Wednesday, 20
th

 April, the Dance Company competed in the Great Big 

Dance Off. This is a national competition that is open to all schools in England and Wales. The 

Dance Company were competing in the Southern Regional Heats at the Folkestone Leas Cliff Hall. 

The Key Stage 3 pupils performed to, ‘We will never forget what happened. We will never stop 

mourning those lost. But this year, and hopefully for many more years, we will also dance.’ Key 

Stage 4 dancers performed, ‘Fight for Freedom.’ This is based on the idea that we are all fighting 

for some form of freedom. It was yet another fantastic opportunity for the pupils to dance in a 

professional theatre, working with a professional sound and lighting crew, competing against 24 

other senior schools. I would like to congratulate all the dancers who participated, it is a fantastic 

achievement, and they have all worked extremely hard and performed beautifully on the night. 

Emily Surridge in Year 10 summed up the experience, ‘This was a fantastic opportunity to 

compete in a national competition and I was really proud to be part of the team.’ 

 

Boys’ Dance Company Workshop:  

‘Banksy; over, under, around, through’ was a theme of a workshop held on Tuesday, 10th May. 

The Boys’ Dance Company were lucky to have professional dancer, AJ, visit the school and hold 

an inspiring workshop. 22 boys attend the 2 hour session looking at contact work, speed and 

agility. Luciano Lamberti summed up the experience, ‘The workshop has been fantastic. It was 

really fun to try something new and it was really good to meet and speak with AJ.’ 

 

Mrs Knight, Dance Teacher  

  



     
GIRLS' AREA FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Year 7 – winners! 

v Claverham – won 4-0 

v Helenswood – won 4-0 

Final v Bexhill Academy – won 2-0. An excellent 

team effort and they didn’t concede a goal. Well 

done! The team were: Aliyah Almelor, Maddie 

Baszczak, Lucy Boreham, Esme Reyaz-Comer, Izehi 

Ebhohimen, Jasmine Moulding and Charlotte Power 

(see photo right). 

 

Year 8 & 9 – winners! 

v Hastings Academy – won 2-0 

v Rye College – won 1-0 

v Claverham – won 1-0 

Final v Bexhill Academy – won 3-0. Again, a super 

team effort without conceding a goal. Well done! The 

team were: Isobel Corbin, Amber Pisani-Cleland, 

Chantelle Fullam, Ma Shaina Mallorca, Reinah Ruiz, 

Olivia White and Stephanie Bone (see photo left). 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROUNDERS (AREA TOURNAMENTS)   

St Richard’s are hosting the Area Rounders Tournaments this year on the following dates: 

Year 11 – Wednesday, 18th May 

Year 10 – Wednesday, 15th June 

Year 8 – Tuesday, 21st June  

Year 7 – Tuesday, 28th June 

Year 9 – Wednesday, 29th June  

At present the girls are leading the Girls Area Sports Competition with just these rounders 

tournaments to go. 
 

RUGBY (HASTINGS AREA FINALS)   

Year 8 v Robertsbridge Community College. Won 35-25 and are Area Winners. 

Year 10 v Bexhill Academy. Won 20-5. 

Year 10 v CLAVERHAM Community College. Lost 12–5 and are the Area Runners Up. 

Year 11 v St Leonards Academy. Won 35-10 and are Area Winners. 
 

 

BOYS’ FOOTBALL – SE SUSSEX SCHOOLS CUP  
Year 8 Semi Final v Bishop Bell. Won 3–1. 

Year 8 Final v Causeway School. Lost 3-4. A great 

team performance against the English Schools 

Finalists (see photo right). 
 

Year 9 Semi Final v Ratton School. Won 4-2. 

Year 9 Final v Gildredge House. Won 4-1. Well 

done on a strong performance to retain the Area 

Cup. 
 

 

These two tournaments/cup competitions ended 

the Boys’ Area Sports Competitions. This year 

points from Football, Rugby, Basketball and Cross 

Country were added together from all year group 

events and St Richard’s came out as winners beating the other nine competing schools. 

 
 

  



     
ST RICHARD'S RIDING TEAM UPDATE 

On Saturday, 23
rd

 April, the St Richard’s team competed at the NSEA championships in 

Buckinghamshire. They all behaved impeccably, were a credit to the school, supporting and 

encouraging each other so well.  On top of that they rode amazingly; there were only 8 and 

7 teams out of 27 and 31 respectively that had a double clear round, our team being double clear 

in both classes which meant they were placed in both.  Such a huge achievement to be placed in 

the National County finals! The results were:   

 

In the 70cm show jumping class the team of Amber Townshend, Emma Folwell, Megan Bassett 

and Duncan Morgan came 5th out of 25 teams. 

In the 80cm class, Emma Folwell, Megan Bassett, Duncan Morgan and Rachel Olivier came 6th out 

of 29 teams. 

 

I cannot stress enough what an achievement this is.  The school was representing East Sussex 

and beat teams from counties all over England, Scotland and Wales to come 5th and 6th. They 

were also one of a minority of state schools competing. A huge achievement! 

 

Report on St Richard’s Road to the NSEA County Championships  

by Saffron Townshend, 11O 
 

It all started with the inter schools competition at Golden Cross Equestrian Centre on 21
st

 

November 2015. In a snowstorm and battling against all the odds St Richard’s finished 1
st

 in the 

70/75cm and 1
st

 in the 80/85cm classes. This meant we qualified to go to Bury Farm 

International Equestrian Village in Buckinghamshire. 
 

We travelled to Bury Farm on Friday, 22
nd

 April to take part in the scurry race on the Friday 

evening finishing a very impressive 12
th

 out of 47 teams. 
 

On Saturday, 23
rd

 April we were all back on the yard at 6am preparing to start the first class at 

8am. In the 70/75cm class all riders went clear in the outside arena, then went to the indoor 

arena to also go clear. So after going double clear we knew it would come down to quick round 

times. We had to wait for all the teams to finish and to our astonishment we had finished in 5
th

 

place. Next up was our 80/85cm team who once again went double clear meaning that it was 

again down to round times with the team finishing 6
th

 out of 31. That meant our teams are the 5
th

 

best in the country at 70/75cm and the 6
th

 best in the country at 80/85cm. 
 

For a state school from Bexhill to represent East Sussex in the NSEA National County 

championships and to come 5th and 6th is a fantastic achievement. A massive well done to all 

our riders: Amber Townshend, Emma Folwell, Megan Bassett, Duncan Morgan and Rachel Olivier. 
 

If you are interested in joining the riding team, please contact Charlotte Williams, team manager, 

who is a former Foundation Governor and parent of one of the members at: cia@btinternet.com 

for details. 
 
 

 
 

P.E. DEPARTMENT - CLUBS/PRACTICES (May - July 2016) 
 

 

 

Newsletter Acknowledgement 
Don’t forget to sign the newsletter acknowledgement located in your son/daughter’s journal. 
 

 Boys Girls Dance  

MONDAY Badminton Club Badminton Club 
3.15-4.15: Dance Company  
4.15-5.00: Grade 5 Modern (exam)   

TUESDAY  
3.15-4.10: Year 7/8  

Rounders 
3.15-5.00: Show Rehearsals 
 

WEDNESDAY Match Night 
3.15-4.10: Year 9/10/11 

Rounders 

3.15-4.15: Show Choreography  
4.15-5.00: Grade 3 Modern (new class) 

THURSDAY Athletics Athletics No after school classes 

FRIDAY Year 7/8 Cricket  
3.15-4.15: Boys’ Dance Company 
4.15-5.00: Boys’ Modern 

mailto:cia@btinternet.com


     

St Richard's Catholic College Calendar - Academic Year 2015/2016 (as at May 2016) 
Please keep this sheet in a safe place and replace when updates are provided. 
 

Terms 5 and 6 
Last Day of Term Five    Friday, 27th May 
End of Term Holidays    Saturday, 28th May to Sunday, 5th June 
 

First Day of Term Six    Monday, 6th June 
Year 10 Exams begin    Monday, 13th June 
Parental Focus Group meeting (am)  Wednesday, 15th June (9.15am) 
Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening  Thursday, 16th June (5.00-8.00pm) 
New Intake Evening    Wednesday, 22nd June 
Year 10 Exams end     Thursday, 23rd June 
Year 11 Leavers’ Prom    Friday, 24th June 
INSET Day (school closed to pupils)  Monday, 27th June 
Year 10 Work Experience Week   Week commencing Monday, 27th June 
Year 9 Reports to Parents/Carers   Wednesday, 29th June 
New Intake Days     Wednesday, 29th June to Friday 1st July 
Parental Focus Group meeting (pm)  Thursday, 30th June (6.15pm) 
PTFA Summer Fayre    Saturday, 2nd July 
Block Day      Thursday, 7th July  
Year 10 Reports to Parents/Carers  Tuesday, 12th July 
Sports Day      Wednesday, 13th July 
Summer Production – Thoroughly Modern Millie Wednesday, 13th to Friday 15th July 
Last Day of Term Six for pupils  Thursday, 21st July 
Last Day of Term Six for staff    Friday, 22nd July 
 

Absence from School 
 

Please note that the Behaviour and Attendance Service has designed a new attendance contract which all 
parents and pupils will be expected to sign. A copy of the contract is available on our website. It will be 
published in the new journals distributed in September. 
 

Additionally, the Behaviour and Attendance Service has issued a revised absence request form which will 
be renamed as a ‘withdrawal from learning request.’ This form is available to view on our website and it is 
our intention to use the form from September 2016. I would ask you to do all you can to support your child 
in attending school every day and avoid booking holidays in term time.  

 
 

Free school meals – are you entitled? 
At St Richard's, we are committed to working with pupils and their families to ensure that they receive support both 
within and beyond the classroom. One way we can help is to ensure that families eligible for free school meals receive 
them. St Richard's receives funding from the government for pupils who are eligible for free school meals and this 
money is used to provide extra support, for example by supplying eligible pupils with free study guides. 
 

To check if you are entitled please read the information on our website.  

Alternatively, your child can pick up an application form from the Reception office for you to complete and return to 
County or to Mrs Hollands in Reception. The school can then use the Checking Service to confirm entitlement but you 
may need to show up-to-date proof that you meet the qualifying criteria. If approved, the entitlement will be credited 
daily to the cashless catering system.  
 

Newsletter 
Our newsletter is distributed in the penultimate week of each term. The youngest member of the family in the 

college has responsibility for passing the newsletter on to parents/carers. However, all pupils in a family need 

to have a signature from a parent/carer to indicate that the newsletter has been received. The 

acknowledgement is in the journal. It is important that this is signed within a week of publication, particularly 

when we have a planned half-day closure. If you are willing to receive the newsletter via email please inform 

Mrs Klein at mrskleink@strichardscc.com and she will add you to the email group. It would help the 

college greatly if more parents/carers chose to receive the newsletter via email or were willing to access 

it via the website. The money saved could buy further resources for the pupils. 

mailto:mrskleink@strichardscc.com

